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Notes on the Greek New Testament
Day 343 — December 9" — Revelation 1:1-20

Introduction to Revelation

Author

There is much discussion concerning the authorship of this (and each of the elements of the
Johannine literature). This book was written by one who could be identified among the
churches of Asia Minor simply by the name John. It may be argued that this fits none better
than John the Apostle. Witherington, however, stresses that the author classifies himself as
among the 'prophets' rather than the apostles. He concludes, "In short the author is John the
seer who offers up prophetic testimonies and proclamations. He does not identify himself as
an apostle, nor does he call himself the Beloved Disciple or, for that matter, the Elder (see 2
and 3 John)... Yet John the seer has some sort of relationship with those who wrote the rest of
the Johannine corpus or with their communities or with both. In my view John the seer is a
prophet from the Johannine community operating at a time when there is apparently no
apostolic presence left in the community."”

Date and Background

The book was probably written in the time of the Emperor Domitian (about 90-95 AD).
Domitian regularly used the form of punishment known as relegation which in one form
(deportatio ad insulam) meant deportation to an island where one enjoyed a degree of
freedom. Witherington comments, "It is very possible that John was suffering such a lifetime
ban from the western coast of Asia Minor, hence the urgency to write to his converts. Note
that he nowhere states that he hopes to come to them soon. Indeed he only speaks of Jesus
coming quickly."

Witherington adds, "If it is true that John had suffered banishment from Asia Minor, from a
sociological point of view this strongly suggests that he was someone important not only in a
general sense as | have just suggested but also as a leader in the churches of Asia Minor, and
not merely as a peripheral prophet. This would explain why he takes it upon himself to exhort
these various churches — he has some intimate knowledge of their spiritual and social
conditions. Writing before the time of the monarchical bishops but probably after the time
when the apostles were present in the region, John sought to assert his prophetic authority to
help these churches get through a dark period of oppression and suppression that sometimes
led to martyrdom."

There is evidence of the practice of emperor-worship which became widespread at this time.
It was written to encourage embattled Christians to see that the last word is not with Satan or
with the kingdoms of this world but with God and his Christ. The heavenly vision is to enable
them to rise above the perplexity of their present experience and to trust God and remain
faithful to Jesus Christ.

Rhetorical Form

Witherington comments, "Instead of pretending to be an ancient luminary, while actually
writing ‘'history' in the guise of prophecy, John grounds his work in his own historical
situation. He begins by addressing particular congregations dealing with specific issues. The
‘attachment of an epistolatory format to the visions, along with the personal identification of
John, lifts the book out of the realms of pseudonymous apocalypses and places it within the
context of real churches with specific problems in a fairly limited setting.' [Fekkes] John
knows his audience and their issues, and he reflects a detailed knowledge of their
geographical, historical, political, and religious circumstances. But what we find in this book
should hardly be called mere prophetic letters. The epistolatory form that frames this work
involves too little of the document to be seen as a defining feature. No, John wishes to unveil
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some of the revelation, in particular the revelatory visions, he has received from God and to
do so in a manner that exhorts and comforts his audience. | tend to agree with Fekkes that the
initial phrase 'revelation of Jesus Christ' is not some technical term for the genre of the work
or the manner of the revelation or some specific sort of vision experience, but rather an
indication that all that follows ultimately comes from God and is divine revelation."
Witherington continues by suggesting that the "command to listen to what the Spirit is saying
to the churches (plural; cf., e.g., 2:7, 11, 17; 3:6, 13, 22)... refers not to what is said within
each individual letter but to the contents of the rest of the work beginning with Rev. 4.

The rhetorical hyperbole in both the images and language of the work often involves
caricature. Witherington comments, "Such is the stuff of polemics. It is important to bear in
mind, however, that these are polemics about real persons and entities. While the language is
not descriptive in any literal sense, it is none the less referential, which is also in keeping with
the apocalyptic prophecy in this work."

Witherington comments, "John's revelation comes to him at a time when the imperial cult was
increasingly being used as the social glue to bind each major Asian city, but also the province,
together... These observations raise important questions about how particularistic John's
Revelation really was intended to be. Are his symbols really multivalent (or universal) in
character, or are they particularistic? Or do they involve the use of universal symbols in a
particular way? It is my view that in fact the lattermost option is the case. John's Revelation is
on target for his Asian audience, but the symbols he uses are flexible enough that they could
and would be appropriately used to address many another situation of crisis in church life."

Moreover, the dramatic language was designed to do more than entertain or even inform.
Callahan writes, "Those first ancient auditors of the Apocalypse came together not merely to
be informed, but to be transformed, to undergo a collective change in consciousness, an
aspiration that makes modern individual and group reading practices trivial by comparison,
with the possible exception of the reading of wills. Reading the Apocalypse aloud, and
hearing the Apocalypse read aloud, was effectual: through exhortations and exclamations,
threat and thunder, the reading of the Apocalypse moved its hearers, affected them; the text
did something to them."

Structure

Witherington suggests that "The storm centre of the debate about the work centres on Rev. 6-
19. Is this a continuous chronological series of revelations, or does it represent a two- or
threefold repetition of the same sequence? Put another way, are the seven seals, the seven
trumpets, and the seven bowls or cups describing the same reality, perhaps with some
variation?" Witherington suggests, "Perhaps the most helpful discussion of the structure and
composition of Revelation is that of Bauckham [Climax of Prophecy]. It is the most helpful
not least because he shows how both scholars who stress recapitulation and those who stress
progression in the central section of Rev. 6-19 are partially correct. Bauckham stresses that
the structure of the book, which is crucial to understanding its meaning must have been
recognisable in oral performance (1:3), which requires clear linguistic markers; that is, it
requires repetition of certain key terms and phrases.”" He quotes Bauckham who writes, "The
three series are so connected that the seventh seal-opening includes the seven bowls. Thus
each series reaches the same end, but from starting points progressively closer to the end. This
is why the three series of judgments are of progressive severity."

There are many different suggestions concerning the main divisions of this book. Bauckham
suggests the following structure:

1:1-8 Prologue
1:9-3:22 Inaugural vision of Christ and seven messages to churches
4:1-5:14 Inaugural vision of heaven leading to three series of sevens and two

intercalations

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT


http://sblgnt.com/

| Reading The Greek New Testament ~ www.misselbrook.org.uk/ Revelation

6:1-8:1; 8:3-5 Seven seals

8:2; 8:6-11:19 Seven trumpets

12:1-14:20; 15:2-4 The story of God's people in conflict with evil
15:1; 15:5-16:21  Seven bowls

17:1-19:10 Babylon the harlot

19:11-21:8 Transition from Babylon to New Jerusalem
21:9-22:5 The New Jerusalem, the bride

22:6-21 Epilogue

Bennie Wolvaardt suggests that the Book can be divided into seven main sections, each
covering the same period from the incarnation to the second coming but from a different point
of view. While these are in one sense parallel cycles, there is yet development and progress —
the latter parts focus progressively more on the final judgement and the new heavens and new
earth. He suggests that the sections are chiastically arranged:

A Chs1-3 Christ and his battling and suffering church on earth
B Chs4-7 Persecution and trials of the church
C Chs8-11 Unbelievers are warned and punished
D Chs12-14  The church is victorious because of Christ's victory over Satan
C* Chs15-16  Unbelievers are judged
B* Chs17-19  Those who persecuted the church are judged
A* Chs20-22  Christ and his victorious church in the new earth and heaven

"This arrangement highlights the centrality of the role of Christ in the history of the world and
in the well-being of his church. It also brings out the difference in emphasis between the first
three parts and the last three. In the first three the emphasis is on the suffering of the church.
In the last three it is on the judgment of the church's enemies and Satan.” (How to Interpret
the Bible, p.307).

Literary Style

The book of Revelation is generally classed with Apocalyptic literature on account of its
symbolism and its theme of the establishment of God's kingdom. However, it is unlike other
apocalyptic literature in that it claims to be prophecy — to continue the prophetic tradition of
the Old Testament. Witherington calls it ‘apocalyptic prophecy' and suggests that it "reflects
the confluence of the Jewish prophetic and sapiential traditions." He suggests that the "major
cause of the shift from traditional prophecy to apocalyptic was ... the conviction that God's
people were living at the dawn of or actually in the eschatological age."

Interpretation

Through the centuries the book of Revelation has been interpreted in a variety of ways. The
principle views can be summed up as follows:

The "preterist’ view — understands the Seer to be wholly preoccupied with the church of his
day. The book was full of meaning for the people to whom it was written, but has little direct
relevance for us.

The "historicist’ view — sees the book as an inspired forecast of the whole of human history.
The history of such an approach to interpretation exposes its folly. In the words of S. A.
Cartledge, "No one who studies the widely divergent conclusions reached by this school
through the centuries is likely to become a member of this school and believe in the particular
scheme which makes his own days necessarily the last days."
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The *futurist’ school — Apart from the first few chapters, the book is entirely concerned with
what will happen at the end of the age. This tends to rob the book of significance for all
generations except the last.

The ‘idealist’ view — argues that the book is not concerned with particular events but with
ideas and principles. Morris comments, "This secures its relevance for all periods of the
church's history. But its refusal to see a firm historical anchorage seems to most students
dubious to say the least."

None of these traditional approaches to the interpretation of the book of Revelation is
adequate. For all its peculiarity, the interpretation of Revelation requires the same disciplines
that must be applied to any other NT book. It was written out of and into a particular
historical context, a context which shapes the book and its message. Yet, at the same time it
forms part of the larger story of the purposes of God in history, purposes set forth in the
sweep of Scripture from its first page to its last and purposes which centre in the Lord Jesus
Christ: it therefore needs also to be read in canonical context. Last, but by no means least, we
who read this book are also embraced in the drama of the Scripture story: in this way, this
book, as with every book of Scripture, speaks also to us. It will not do to look for
hermeneutical shortcuts.

Of its first century setting Witherington comments, "The text's meaning must be understood
in terms of the plausibility structure that existed between the original author and audience of
this work. On the one hand, what the text meant back then is what it still means today, though
of course with multivalent images it can have ever new applications and fresh significance.
On the other hand, what the original author and audience could not possibly have understood
the text to mean (e.g., the Beast is the European Common Market, or the anti-Christ is the
Pope, etc.) cannot be the meaning of the text today either, if one believes meaning is not in
the eye of the beholder but rather resides in the text, encoded by the original author."

Furthermore, there are over 500 allusions to the OT in the 404 verses in this book. Peterson
writes, "No one has any business reading the last book who has not read the previous sixty-
five... Much mischief has been done by reading Revelation in isolation from its canonical
context." (Reversed Thunder).

The Text

Beckwith states that "The text of the Apocalypse is less certainly settled than that of any other
book in the New Testament" (The Apocalypse of John, p.411). This is partly due to
Revelation being omitted from several of the older MSS (Witherington writes, "Indeed there
really is no Western text of Revelation™), and partly due to the peculiarity of style, grammar
and vocabulary which led to scribal errors and emendations.

The Last Word

Let the last word again go to Witherington who writes, "The book of Revelation has much to
tell us about ‘what was, and is, and is to come." It is our job to have ears capable of hearing
what John says on all of these matters. If we do so, we will learn that God's yes to life is
louder than evil's and death's no to it, that justice and redemption will one day prevail on
earth, and that this is Good News coming in the form of a 'revelation from Jesus Christ,'
which is to say coming from one who has both experienced death and triumphed over it. It is
Christ who knows what is above and beyond our present mundane historical concerns and
situation. He alone is worthy and is able to reveal such profound truths. Bearing these things
in mind, we must now take up the challenge of working through the text of Revelation itself,
praying that the scales will fall from our eyes as the seals are opened and that we will
understand something more about the vision glorious."
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Revelation 1:1

Amokdioyig Incod Xpioto, fiv Edmkev adTd
0 0g0g 0€i&at Toig dovAo1g avTOD, O Ol
yvevéaBau év Thyet, Kol E0MLoveV ATOoTEIANG
St Tod dyyélov avTod T doVA® adTOD
Todvv,

amokodvyig, eog T revelation

Mounce says that "The term as used here is not

a literary classification, but an indication of the

nature and purpose of the book." The work has

similarities with non-canonical Jewish

apocalyptic literature but it is also distinctly

different.

The opening phrase could be understood in one

of several ways:

i) A revelation about Jesus Christ which God
gave John to show...

ii) A revelation from Jesus Christ which God
gave Jesus to pass on to his servants...

Most probably it indicates that the revelation

comes from Christ even though it is passed on

via an angel.

gdwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s didmw
dewcvour  show, point out, reveal
dovlogc, ov M slave, servant
de1 impersonal verb it is necessary, must
To0g, oug N speed, quickness; év .
speedily, quickly, soon
Morris says that the prophetic perspective is
sometimes foreshortened, "In other words the
word may refer primarily to the certainty of the
events in question." But Witherington
comments, "The author anticipates that much
of what he has seen is likely to be on a near
historical horizon not over 2,000 years hence."
Wilcock draws attention to the contrast
between these words and Dan 2:28. The last
days have now dawned. The book of
Revelation is a drama of the last days.
Mounce says, "History is not a haphazard
sequence of unrelated events but a divinely
decreed ordering of that which must come to
pass. It is a logical necessity arising from the
nature of God and the revelation of his purpose
in creation and redemption."

indicate, make known

OTUOV®

"The Greek verb carries the idea of figurative
representation. Strictly speaking it means to
make known by some sort of sign... Thus it is
admirably suited to the symbolic character of
the book. This should warn the reader not to
expect a literal presentation of future history,
but a symbolic portrayal of that which must yet
come to pass." Mounce.

amootelMm send, send out

Mounce suggests that ayyglov may here have
the general meaning 'messenger' and could
refer to Christ himself. Witherington, however,
comments, "The revelation ... is mediated
through an angel, which is typical of
apocalyptic literature. This may provide the
clue to the reference to the angels of the
churches shortly after this introduction. Just as
the word is mediated to John through an angel
S0 it is mediated to the churches through
angels, for this is visionary material that
requires special handling and care."”

The author does not call himself a prophet, but,
in a manner similar to Paul in his letters, styles
himself 6ovlog — though this is a term used in
the OT of the prophets (cf. Amos 3:7).

Revelation 1:2

0¢ épaptopnoey Tov Adyov 10D Beod kal TV
paptopiay Incod Xpiotod, oo e1dev.

poaptupem bear witness, testify

Morris suggests an epistolatory aorist.

paptopua, ag ftestimony, witness

0c0g, n, ov correlative pronoun, as much as;
pl. as many as, all

gidev  Verb, aor act indic, 3's opaw see

The final clause is appositional and defines the
scope of the initial phrases. Witherington
comments, "Notice the language used here —
the testimony of Jesus was something signified
to John through an angel. Thus we are meant
to think of images being given to John, an
indirect means of revelation. Clearly we are
not to think of these images as snapshots of
heaven since they draw on and modify OT
images over and over again, with which our
author was already familiar."
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Revelation 1:3

HOKAPLOG O AVAYIVDOK®V KOl 0l AKOVOVTEG
TOVG AOYOVG THG TPOPNTELNG KOl THPODVTES T
&V aOTT] YEYPOUUEVQ, O YOP KOPOG EYYVG.

pokapiog, a, ov blessed, fortunate, happy

The first of seven beatitudes (cf. 14:13; 16:15;
19:9; 20:6; 22:7,14). For this one, cf. Lk 11:28.
Bauckham comments, "Together they spell out
the adequate response to John's prophecy
(reading/hearing and keeping: 1:3; 22:7;
faithfulness as far as death: 14:13: 22:14;
readiness for the Lord's coming: 16:15) and the
fulness of divine blessing that attends that
response (rest from labours: 14:13; invitation
to the Lamb's marriage supper: 19:9;
participation in the first resurrection: 20:6; the
tree of life and entry into the new Jerusalem:
22:14; but these are only representative of the
complete blessing indicated by the number
seven). The seven beatitudes comprise a kind
of summary of Revelation's message.”

These may have been seven churches with
which John was particularly associated.
Ramsay suggests that the towns mentioned
were regional centres of the Roman province
of Asia. However, the number seven is also
indicative of completeness — the letter is for all
churches.

yopig, rtog T grace
eipnvn, g T peace

6 v Kxod 6 v kai 6 &pyduevog A Christian
elaboration of Ex. 3:14-16. "In the terrible
days in which he was writing, John stayed his
heart on the changelessness of God." Barclay.
Witherington comments, "He is behind, among
and ahead of the church.”

évomov prep with gen before
Opovog, ov m throne

avaywooke read, read in public worship

The book was written as a letter (see the
following verse) to be read (out loud) in the
churches. B Ramsay writes, "We do wrong to
neglect this book of Scripture because of its
supposed difficulty. God has spoken of the
blessing which shall come to those who read or
hear these words and take them to heart."

mpew keep, observe, maintain

yveypaupéva Verb, perf pass ptc, n nom/acc pl
YPOP®

Kopog, ov M time (occasion rather than
extent), appointed time, season, age

Used here and elsewhere in an eschatological
sense to indicate a time of crisis or a decisive
moment.

"An unusual way of designating the Holy
Spirit™ Morris. Signifying the Spirit of God in
all the fulness of his activity and power.
Witherington, however, suggests that "the
reference is to the angels who are the eyes of
the great King, keeping watch over the church
for the Lamb.” Cf. Rev 5:6; 3:1; Heb 1:14.
Caird comments, "Coins from the early part of
Domitian's reign portray the emperor's heir,
who had died in childhood, as an infant Zeus
playing with the stars, as though he had
compensation by a cosmic dominion for the
earthly empire he was never to inherit. The use
that John makes of seven spirits, lamps, or
stars was a direct challenge to the imperial
myth of the divine ruler, and, since defiance of
emperor worship was one of the main themes
of his vision, it is reasonable to suppose that
the challenge was intended."

Revelation 1:5

gyyvg adv near

Witherington comments, "These words are
given so that they might be kept. In short, the
function of these prophecies is hortatory. They
are not given to satisfy idle curiosity about the
future. They are imperatival, entailing a call to
action. Unlike in some apocalyptic works, here
the revelation is to be unsealed, not sealed up.
It is to become known, not hidden for some
remote future generation to discover. For John,
since the eschatological time is at hand, the
time for unsealing the revelation is now."

kai 4o ‘Incod Xpiotod, 0 paptug 6 ToTde, O
TPOTOTOKOG TV VEKPDY Kol O Gpy@v TdV
Bacléov tiig yTic. T® dyamdvtt uds Koi
ADoavTL NUAG €K TOV AUAPTIAV NUAOV €V TG
aipott avTod —

Wilcock sees the three phrases of the first half
of this verse as a reference to the threefold
office of Christ as Prophet, Priest and King.
Aune suggest the three images may echo Ps
89:24-40.

Revelation 1:4

Todvvng taig énta ékikinoiong taig v i) Acig
YGp1G DUV Kol giprivn amd 6 dV kai 6 v kod 6
EpYOIEVOC, KOl GO TAV EXTO TVELUATOV O
gvamov tod Bpdvov avtob,

énto seven
ékkinota, ag f congregation, church

paptug, poptopog dat pl paptocty m
witness
motog, N, ov faithful, trustworthy
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"Throughout Revelation the word [uaptog] is
associated with the penalty of death which
results from a firm and constant witness (cf.
2:13; 11:3; 17:6). To the Asian Christians
about to enter into a time of persecution, Jesus
is presented as the faithful witness. He is the
model of how to stand firm and never
compromise the truth of God (cf. 1 Tim 6:13)."
Mounce.

npwTotoKog, ov first-born, first
vekpog, o, ov dead

Witherington comments, “In AD 90, shortly
before this work was written, the Roman
Empire received a new name — Imperium
Aeternum, the eternal empire — and the
Emperor was meant to be the eternal king, as
the court poet Statius suggested to Domitian.
But John's theology is that Jesus alone is King
of Kings, and his followers are not slaves but
rather kings and priests."”

Revelation 1:7

Cf. Col 1:18; Ps 89:27. The risen Christ
exercises sovereign control.

apywv, ovtog m ruler
Baotevg, emg M King

m, yne f earth

‘To0ov Epyetar petd TV VEQEA®V, Kol OweTol
aVTOV TG OPOAANOG Kal oTTIvVEG ADTOV
£€exévmoay, Kai KOyovtal En’ aToV TacoL ol
oval tig yiig. vai, aunv.

Witherington comments, "All three of these
traits are presented as models for John's
audience — they should be faithful unto death,
they will receive a good resurrection like
Christ's, and they will rule with him over the
earth (see Rev. 20). Put another way, John is
reassuring his audience that the major factor
that they might fear at this juncture, namely a
shameful death at the hands of their own
rulers, will be overcome, as it was for Christ.
Neither death nor rulers are beyond the control
of Jesus. He is ruling over them, and so
Christians should not fear such authorities."”

Combines quotations from Dan 7:13; Zech
12:10-13:1. This combination occurs also in
Matt 24:30.

vepein, ng f cloud

oyetar Verb, fut act indic, 3 s opow

oftiveg  Pronoun, m nom pl oacrtig, Ntig, 0 T
who, which, whoever, whichever

gkkeview pierce

ayom@vtt Verb, pres act ptc, mdat s dyomow
love

Note the use of present and aorist participles:
the abiding love came to expression in a
particular act.

Moavtt Verb, aor act ptc, mdats Avo
loose, release, set free

The TR, following later uncials and most
minuscules reads Aovcavtt, ‘washed'

"The Fourth Gospel indicates that the piercing
of Jesus' side by the Roman soldier fulfilled
the Scripture, 'They shall look on him whom
they have pierced' (Jn 19:37 quoting Zech
12:10). The reference in Revelation should not
be limited to that incident or, as in Zechariah
12:10, to the tribes of Israel, but extends to all
those of every age whose careless indifference
to Jesus is typified in the act of piercing.”
Mounce.

Jesus is here presented as the 'pierced one'.
Both Jews and Gentiles conspired in his death,
but he will now return in triumph and glory to
the shame and horror of all who despised him.

komt®w cut; midd mourn, wail, lament

apopto, ag o sin
aipa, atog f  blood

Revelation 1:6

Kai Emoinoev Nudc Pactieiav, iepeic @ Oed
Kol ToTpl aTod — avT@® 1 66Ea Kol TO KPATOG
€1g TOVG aidVOG TV aidvav: aunyv.

"The mourning of Zechariah 12:10-12 was that
of repentance, but the mourning of Revelation
is the remorse accompanying the disclosure of
divine judgement at the coming of Christ (cf.
16:9, 11, 21)." Mounce.

iepevg, emg M priest

Cf. Ex 19:5-6; Isa 61:6; 1 Peter 2:5,9. "Christ
is said to save believers from sin, but for the
task of being a saved zone on earth, and priests
to the world and to God's people. There is
nothing here about a clerical class of Christians
called to be priests. Rather the whole kingdom
of believers are to be priests." Witherington.

ovAn, n¢ T tribe, nation, people
vor yes, yes indeed, certainly

Revelation 1:8

"By sipt 1o Alpa koi 1o Q, Aéyet kOp1og, 6
0coc, 6 DV Kal 6 fv Kol 6 EpYOHEVOC, O
TOVTOKPATOP.

do&a, g f glory; praise, honour

Kpatog, ovg N might, power, dominion

aiwvev Noun, gen pl aiov, aiovog m age,
eternity

On 10 Akgo kai 10 Q cf. 21:6.

"God is the sovereign Lord of all that takes
place in the entire course of human history."
Mounce.
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This name and title of God is here applied to
the Lordly Christ. Compare 1:8; 1:17; 21:6 and
22:13 and also Isa 44:6. Bauckham notes, "The
one designation of God which appears in
Revelation as a self-designation by God also
appears as a self-designation by Christ.... He
has the first word, in creation, and the last
word, in new creation. Therefore, within John's
literary structure, he speaks twice, declaring
himself Alpha and Omega first, before the
outset of John's vision (1:8), and last, in
declaring the eschatological accomplishment
of his purpose for his whole creation: 'it is
done' (21:6)."

Patmos was one of the islands off the coast of
Asia Minor regularly used for political
banishment. Ramsay first suggested that it was
a penal settlement in which John was
sentenced to hard labour in the quarries, but
there is no evidence to support this view.
Witherington suggests that the aorist éysvounv
may indicate that John had returned to the
mainland before the letter was completed —
perhaps after the death of Domitian.

paptopue, ag T see v.2

Revelation 1:10

TaVTOKpOT®P, 0pog M Almighty

This word occurs only 10 times in the NT, nine
of which are in Revelation — the tenth being in
a quote from the OT. It is grounded in the OT
revelation of God's character (cf. 2 Sam 5:10;
Jer 5:14; Hos 12:5; Amos 3:13; 4:13). "The
stress in this book is not on divine sovereignty
in the abstract but on the exercise of that
sovereignty on behalf of the church. The Lord
is in control, the churches are being reassured,
despite appearances to the contrary."”
Witherington.

€yevouny év mved ot v T Kuplaki] nuépa,
Kol TiKovoa OToM POV EMVIV LEYAAV (G
GOATLYYOG

Revelation 1:9

‘In the Spirit' Mounce says "refers to a state of
spiritual exultation best described as a trance.
Peter at Joppa (Acts 10:10; 11:5) and Paul at
Jerusalem (Acts 22:17; cf. 2 Cor 12:2-4) had
similar ecstatic experiences." Cf. 4:2; 17:3;
21:10. Witherington comments, "This use of
the Spirit language is more like the references
to the Spirit falling on the prophetic figures
(see Ezek 3:12, 14) than like the NT
discussions about being filled with the Spirit."

Kuplakog, n, ov  belonging to the Lord

‘Eyo Todvvng, 6 adelpog dudv Kol
GLYKOWV@VOG &v Tf) OAlyel kol faciieiq kol
vropovi] &v Incod, éyevouny év i vijo® Tij
kaAovpévn [atug o1a tov Adyov tod Bgod Kai
v paptopiov Incod.

ovyKowmvog, ov M sharer, participant
Oy, emg f trouble, suffering

"Refers to the suffering which accompanies
faithfulness to Christian principles (cf. Jn
16:33; Acts 14:22; 2 Tim 3:12) but extends to
include the first period of intensified affliction
which precedes the establishment of the...
kingdom." Mounce.

vrmopovn, ng T patience, endurance

"The order of the three is instructive. Since the
present is a time of tribulation and the
kingdom a period of future blessedness,
believers must during the interim period
exercise that kind of patient endurance which
was exemplified by Jesus.” Mounce.

Some have argued that the phrase refers to the
eschatological 'day of the Lord' and that John
is carried forward by the Spirit to receive
revelation concerning that day. Mounce says,
"It is more probable that this is the first
mention in Christian literature of the Lord's
day as a technical term for the first day of the
week. It is the Lord's day because on the first
day of the week Christ rose victorious from the
grave. As paganism had set aside a day on
which to honour their emperor, so also
Christians chose the first day of the week to
honour Christ."

In contrast with the Jewish sabbath which ends
the week, this day marks the dawn of a new
creation.

omom prep with gen after, behind
ueyac, ueyain, peyo. large, great
caimé, wyyog f trumpet; trumpet blast

Revelation 1:11

vnoog, ov f island

Aeyovong: "O PAémelg ypdwov gig Bipriov kai
TEUYOV Taig Emta EkkAnociog, gic "Epecov kol
glg Zpdpvav kol gig [Tépyapov kai gig
Budteipa kol gig Xapdeig ki eig Dhadérpeiay
Kol €ig Acodikelav.

Brenw see, look
ypéyov Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s ypogpw
Biprov, ov N book, scroll
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Witherington comments, "If BipAiov here
actually means book, Revelation was possibly
one of the first Christian documents to be
produced in book form."

Revelation 1:13

nepno send
énta see v.4

Revelation 1:12-20

Kol &V HEG® TAV AvyvidV dLotov viov
avBpomov, Evdedvpévov Todnpn Kai
nmeplelwopévov mpog 1oig pootoig Lhvnv
XPLOaV*

pecog, n, ov middle; év p., gig . among
opotog, o, ov like, of the same kind as

"The Christians were a pitifully small remnant,
persecuted by mighty forces. To all outward
appearances their situation was hopeless. But it
is only as Christ is seen for what he really is
that anything else can be seen in its true
perspective. So for these persecuted ones it
was important that first of all the glory and the
majesty of the risen Lord be brought out. In
doing this John persistently makes use of
words and concepts associated in the Old
Testament with God. He does not hesitate to
employ divine attributes to describe the
glorious Christ." Morris.

Cf. Dan 7:13. See also Rev 14:14.
Witherington comments, "Jesus is being
identified with this human and yet more-than-
human figure, who is seen in Daniel as a
representative of God's people to God, and of
God to God's people. While in Daniel the son
of man is distinguished from the Ancient of
Days, here the son of man is described as if he
were the Ancient of Days."

Revelation 1:12

gvoedupévov  Verb, perf midd ptc, macc s
évovw dress, clothe; midd put on,
wear

modnpng, ovg m long robe

Kol énéotpeya BAEmE TV @@y ftig EAAAEL
pet’ €pod- Kol EmoTpéyog eldov EXTa Avyviag
xpvodc,

The clothing of the high priest (cf. Ex 28:4;
29:29).

émotpepm turn back, turn round, turn

ootig, Mftig, 6 v Who, which

Aodew speak, talk

gmotpéyag Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
EMOTPEQ®

gidov Verb, aor actind, 1s & 3pl opaw see

Ayvie, ag T lampstand, stand

nepielwopévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc s
nepllovvon wrap around (of clothes)

paotog, ov M breast, chest

Covn, ng T belt

Morris points out that the girdle of the priest
was a woven sash not a golden clasp. The
latter is a symbol of royalty. Here are further
symbols of Christ's threefold office of Prophet,
Priest and King.

Witherington comments, "John turns and sees
seven gold lampstands or candlesticks,
suggesting a temple setting."”

Mounce comments, "Avyvio. was a lampstand,
not a candlestick. Avyvog was the portable
lamp which was placed on the stand. Candles
as we now know them were not in use.
"Exodus 25:31-37 records the instructions
given to Moses for making the seven-branched
lampstand of pure gold. In John's vision,
however, there are seven separate lampstands,
perhaps like those placed before the inner
sanctuary by Solomon when he dedicated the
temple (1 Kings 7:49). From Revelation 1:20
we learn that the lampstands signify the seven
churches to whom the letters were addressed.
The purpose of the church is to bear the light
of the divine presence in a darkened world (Mt
5:14-16). Failing this, its reason for existence
has disappeared (cf. Rev 2:5)."

Caird says that the church is the new lIsrael, but
with this difference, that each local
congregation of Christians is also the church in
all its fulness.

Revelation 1:14

1M 8¢ Ke@oAn avTod Kol ai Tpiyxeg AevKal dC
£pov Aevkdv, Og (1O, Kol ol d0pBaipol avtod
G PLOE Tupos,

kepoin, g f head
0pi&, tpryog f hair
Aevkog, n, ov  White, shining

Cf. the description of the 'Ancient of Days' in
Dan 7:9-10.

£plov, ov n wool
v, ovog T snow
oro&, phoyog T flame
nop, og n fire

Cf. Dan 10:6. "Expresses the penetrating
insight of the one who is sovereign, not only
over the seven churches, but over the course of
history itself." Mounce.

Revelation 1:15

Kol 01 T0deg aToD SHotot YaAKOMPBAV®, OG &V
KOV TETVPOUEVTS, KoL 1) OVT] 0DTOD OG
OOV VOGTO®V TOAADV,

xpvoovg, n, ovv made of gold, golden

novg, Todog m foot
opotog, o, ov like, of the same kind as
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yaAkoMPavov, ov n and yoikoAiBavog, ov
m brass (or copper) melted in a
furnace and then polished

"The etymology of this Greek word (which
occurs nowhere in the literature independent of
Rev) is difficult but best understood as an alloy
of gold or fine brass." Mounce.

kapwog, ov T furnace
nemvpouévng Verb, perf pass ptc, fgen s
nopoopat burn; perf. be refined
Witherington writes, "The bronze feet refined
in the furnace likely are meant to indicate his
stability or unmoveableness. He is no god with
feet of clay."
Peterson similarly, contrasting this vision with
the statue seen by Nebuchadnezzar (Dan 2),
writes, "The succession of kingdoms of this
earth, no matter how impressive and powerful,
is set on a base that is flawed. Christ's kingdom
is set on a base that is as strong as its
superstructure is magnificent. The bronze base
is firm. Bronze is a combination of iron and
copper. Iron is strong but it rusts. Copper won't
rust but is pliable. Combine the two in bronze
and the best quality of each is preserved, the
strength of the iron and the endurance of the
copper. The rule of Christ is set on this base:
the foundation of his power has been tested by
fire."

Vowp, Véatog N water

"Suggesting the awe-inspiring power of a great
waterfall." Mounce.

Revelation 1:16

Kol Exmv €v i) 0e€1d xepl adTOD AoTEPIG EMTA,
Kai €k 100 6TOHATOg aTOD poppaio dioToHOg
o&eila Ekmopevopévn, kal 1 dyig avtod ag 6
fAog @aivet év Tfj duvaypet avTod.

delog, a, ov right, de&wa right hand

xew, xewog f hand, power

aotnp, Epog M star

Cf. v.20. "That Christ has the full complement
of stars in his right hand indicates his
sovereign control over the churches. It may
also imply protection (Jn 10:28)." Mounce.
otopa, Tog N mouth

popgora, ac f sword

diotopog, ov  double-edged

o&vg, e10, v sharp, swift

[Cf. 1s 11:4; 49:2. |
ékmopgvopot  go or come out

|The effective power of the word of Christ. |
oy, eng f face

Nn\og, ov M the sun

eowve shine, give light

duvaper Noun, dat s dvvapg

Cf. the transfiguration (Mt 17:2, see also Ex
34:29; Jud 5:31; Mt 13:43).

Revelation 1:17

Kai 8t £ldov adtov, Eneca mpog ToVg TOS0G
anTod Mg vekpds: kol EOnkev v de&av avTod
€’ EUE Aéyav: M eofod- &yd el 6 TP@ATOG
Kol 0 £oy0T0G,

ote conj when

gidov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl 6paw see,
observe

g¢neco Verb, aor act indic, 1 s mmto fall, fall
down

nddag Noun, acc pl movg, modog m  foot

Cf. Josh 5:14; Ezek 1:28; Dan 8:17; 10:15;
Matt 17:6; Acts 26:14.

vekpog, o, ov dead

Indicates that this is not an Oriental prostration
designed to show respect but the physical
effect of this tremendous vision.

£€0nkev Verb, aor act indic, 3s nOnw place,
set
deklog, a, ov see v.16

The same hand that holds the stars. Christ has
the whole church in his hand yet he also cares
for the needs of the individual.

éue Pronoun, accs éym
eoBeopon fear, be afraid (of)

| CF. for instance Mt 14:27; 17:7.

npwtog, N, ov first, foremost
goyatog, 1, ov adj last, final

Means much the same as the 'Alpha and
Omega' used of God in v.8 (see also 22:13).
Recalls Is 44:6; 48:12, applying a divine title
to Christ.

"This prerogative is three times claimed for the
Lord Jehovah in Isaiah (41:4; 44:6; 48:12) and
in like manner three times in this book (1:17;
2:8; 22:13). It is the expression of absolute
Godhead: 'l am the first and the last, and
beside me there is no God' (Is 44:6). He is
from eternity to eternity, so that there is no
room for any other. All creation comes forth
from Him (Jn 1:1-3), and creation returns to
Him again, as from whom and by whom and to
whom are all things." Trent. In particular, in
the context of the Book of Revelation, there is
no place for any other Lord. Caesar is
dethroned.

Revelation 1:18

kol 0 (Vv — kol Eyevouny vekpog kol idov (v
gl €lg Tovg aidvog TV aidvav — Kol Exm Tog
KAElg oD BavdTov Kol Tob ddov.

Coo live, be alive
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"The designation is based on OT references to
'the living God' (Josh 3:10; Ps 42:2; 84:2 etc.)
and is used freely in the NT (Mt 16:16; Acts
14:15; Rom 9:26; etc.). It declares that in his
essential nature Christ possesses life."Mounce.
There is paradox here in the death of 6 (ov.

Revelation 1:20

aiovov Noun, gen pl aiov, aiovog m  age,
world order, eternity

KAgig, edog T key

Bavatog, o m death

@dng, oo m Hades, the world of the dead,
death

70 PVGTAPLOV TV ENTY AoTEPMY 0DC £10£C &Ml
T de&lig Hov, Kol Tag EmTa Avyviog Tag
¥PLOaG: ol EmTh AoTéPES (yyelot TOV EmTd
EKKANGCL®V gioiv, Kol ol Avyvion ol £t Entd
éxkAnoiot iciv.

pouonpov, ov N secret, mystery

Something that men could never work out for
themselves but which God has now made
known. Cf. Dan 2:47.

The reference here is probably not to 'hell’ but
to the OT concept of the place of the dead.
Caird comments, "By the resurrection he had
not just resumed the eternal life which he had
with the Father before the world began; he had
entered upon a new victorious life in which
death was for ever conquered. Not only had he
burst out of the prison, he had carried away the
keys. His followers may pass confidently into
the dungeons of death and the grave, knowing
that he holds the authority to unlock the gates
and set them free."

aoctp, epog M see v.16
Ayvie, ag T see v.12
¥XPLOOVG, 1, oLV See V.12

Revelation 1:19

YPyov odv & £1ds¢ ko & gioiv kol & péAAeL
yivecBat petda tadTa.

ypayov Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s ypapm

gidec  Verb, 2nd aor act indic, 2's 6pow

pedko (before an infin) be going, be about,
be destined

Mounce points out that, "Many commentators
accept a threefold division of the verse,
interpreting 'the things which thou sawest' as a
reference to the vision of the Son of man (in
the verses immediately preceding), ‘the things
that are' as referring to the present condition of
the church in chapters 2 and 3, and 'the things
which shall come to pass hereafter' in
reference to the visions beginning in chapter 4
and continuing to the end of the book."
However, Caird says that this is an
oversimplification, "It is better to take the
words @ ideg to mean the whole of John's
vision, which in all its parts is equally
concerned with the interpretation of past and
present and future." Witherington similarly
points out that "Rev 11 makes evident that the
whole book involves the past, present and
future.”

"Many explanations have been proposed for
the angels. If they are human beings (Mt 11:10
and other verses would allow this), they could
be prominent officials of the local
congregations or delegates sent to Patmos to be
entrusted with the letters. The use of ‘angel' in
the book of Revelation (it occurs some sixty
times) favours identifying the angels with
heavenly beings. They could be guardian
angels (cf. Dan 10:13,20-21; Mt 18:10; Acts
12:15) or perhaps heavenly counterparts which
came to be identified with the church. The
most satisfactory answer, however, is that the
angel of the church was a way of personifying
the prevailing spirit of the church. This
interpretation is strengthened by the fact that
all seven letters are addressed to separate
angels, a strange phenomenon if they refer to
anything but the church since the contents are
obviously intended for the congregation as a
whole."” Mounce.

Revelation 2 & 3

Each of the letters to the seven churches has

the same structure:

i) A description of Christ, mostly from Ch.1.
The aspects of Christ's character reflect the
particular situation of the church.

ii) Praise for the church's good record (except
in the case of Laodicea).

iii) Complaint about deficiencies (except in the
case of Smyrna and Philadelphia).

iv) Command to repent or go back to the
beginning (except Smyrna and
Philadelphia).

v) A warning (except Smyrna and
Philadelphia).

vi) Encouragement.

vii) Promise to the conqueror.

Churches 1 and 7 are in grave danger.

Churches 2 and 6 are in excellent shape,

churches 3,4 and 5 are middling — neither good

nor bad.
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Caird says, "The churches are being
investigated to see whether they are strong
enough to survive a thorough-going
persecution. The virtues promised — patience,
endurance, constancy and loyalty — are those
most necessary to withstand persecution."
Each of the letters displays a detailed
knowledge of the history, topography and
economics of the city to which it is written.

At the same time there is here a note of
warning. "It is the invisible Christ who already
[pre-parousia] walks among the churches and
inspects them and calls them to into account in
the present. His work always involves
redemptive-judgment, or in this case beatitude
follows correction of behaviour."
Witherington.

Revelation 2:1

Revelation 2:2

T® ayyého tiig év 'Eeéow ékikAnoiag ypdyov:
Téade Aéyel 0 KPOTOV TOVG EMTA AGTEPAS £V TH
de&1l avTOD, O TEPATDV £V LECH TV ETTA
AYVIBY TOV YPLODV*

Oida o Epyo Gov, Kai TOV KOTOV Koi THY
VOOV 6oV, Kol §TL 00 80V Pactdoat
KoKoUG, kai Eneipaoag ToLG AEyovTag E0VTONG
BmoGTOLOVE, KAl OVK £ictv, Kol DPEC oTONC
YeLdeis:

Ephesus, with a population of approximately a
quarter of a million, was the most important
city of proconsular Asia. It was an important
sea port and commercial and export centre.
The mother goddess had long been worshipped
there — the Greeks identified her with Artemis
and the Romans with Diana. Her temple was
four times the size of the Parthenon. However,
there were also two temples to Augustus in
Ephesus and Domitian had named Ephesus the
guardian of the imperial cult. "Only a few
years before Revelation was likely to have
been written, Ephesus had a new cult site for
the emperors and celebrated the Olympic
games in honour of Domitian." Witherington.
Paul had spent 3 years of ministry in Ephesus
(Acts 20:31). By the latter part of the first
century Christianity had been there for more
than four decades and it seems to have become
the literary centre of Asiatic Christianity.
"John is mostly addressing those who have
been Christians for some time but whose initial
enthusiasm has waned." Witherington.

Komog, ov M work, labour, trouble
vmopovn, ng f patience, endurance

‘Toil and patience' give the active and passive
sides of the life summed up in ta épya cov.

dovn Verb, fut midd dep indic, 2 s dvvapot
can, be able to

Bactalw carry, bear, endure, tolerate

KoKog, 1, ov evil, bad, wrong, harm

Paul had warned the Ephesian elders that such
‘evil men' or 'wolves' would arise in the church
after his departure (Acts 20:29).

nepolo test, put to the test

£avtog, £avtn, éovtov  him/herself, itself
evpoke find, discover

wevdng, e¢ false, lying

ypayov Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s ypapm
0d¢, Nde, tode this; he, she, it
kpatew hold, hold fast

Denotes a firm and constant grip.

"The necessity of testing doctrine and advice
was widely recognised in the early church (1
Thess 5:21; 1 Cor 14:29; 1 Jn 4:1). Jesus
provided the very simple and pragmatic, "You
will know them by their fruits' (Mt 7:20)...
The Ephesians heeded this advice, tested those
who called themselves apostles, and found
them not simply self-deceived, but deceivers.
They were liars because when tested they
could not measure up to their pretentions.”
Mounce.

nepmote walk, walk about
pecog, n, ov see 1:13

Aoyvia, ag T see 1:13
YPLOOVG, 1, ovv See 1:13

Revelation 2:3

Kot VTOpOVTV EXELS, Kal EBAcTacg Ol TO
dvoud pov, Kai 00 KEKOMIOKES.

Cf. Lev. 26:12, "I will walk among you, and
will be your God, and you shall be my people."
Christ applies to himself what is written of
God. He is the mediator and guarantor of the
covenant between God and his people.

ovoua, Tog N hame
kekomiokeg Verb, perf act indic, 2 s komow
work hard, labour, become tired

Revelation 2:4

GALG Exo KOTO 60D OTL TV Ayanny cov TNV
TPOTV APTIKES.

npwtog, M, ov first, earlier
aoiikeg  Verb, aor act indic, 2's dgmut
leave, forsake, let go
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"Jesus had made it clear that 'by this all men
will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love one for another' (Jn 13:35).
Brotherly love was the distinctive badge of
Christian discipleship, but at Ephesus hatred of
heresy and extensive involvement in the works
appropriate to faith had allowed the first fresh
glow of love to God and one another to fade."
Mounce. Witherington comments, "Perhaps,
in their zeal for orthodoxy or orthopraxy, they
have lost their ability to distinguish between
hating the sin and loving the sinner."

Cf. Jer 2:2, "I remember the devotion of your
youth, your love as a bride, how you followed
me in the wilderness."

Revelation 2:5

Lvnudveve 0OV mOOEV TETTOKAC, Kai

HeTAVON ooV Kol T TpdTo Epya Toincov: &l 6
un, Epxopai cot, Kol Kviom v Avyvioy cov
€Kk 0D TOTOV ATHG, £AV LT LETOVONOTG.

uvnuovevo remember, keep in mind

A call to continuous remembrance.

moBev interrog adv. from where
néntokag  Verb, perf act indic, 2 s mutre  fall
peTavoe® repent

The aorist points to a sharp break with the
present state.

gpyopai oot present tense, 'I'm on my way'.

Kive®w mMmMove, remove
Tomog, ov M place

"Without love the congregation ceases to be a
church. Its lampstand is removed." Mounce.

Revelation 2:6

GALG TODTO ExElC OTL LUOETG TO Epyn TV
Nikolait®dv, d Kayd Pod.

woew hate, despise

The only certain information which we have
concerning the Nicolaitans is that found in this
book. It has been suggested that the
Nicolaitans and Balaamites (2:14-15) are one
and the same and that three churches were
therefore affected by this sect.

"D.M.Beck takes the Nicolaitans to be a
'heretical sect, who retained pagan practices
like idolatry and immorality contrary to the
thought and the conduct required in Christian
churches'... Broadly speaking, they had
worked out a compromise with the pagan
society in which they lived... Their claim to
practice idolatry and immorality under the
banner of spiritual liberty was soundly rejected
by the Ephesian congregation.” Mounce.

Witherington wonders whether their name was
significant (i.e. a self-adopted name) —
Nicolaitans = 'victory people.'

Koyw acompound word = Kat eym

Revelation 2:7

6 Eyov ov¢ drkovcdto Ti 1O Tvedua Afyst Taig
EKKANGIoUG. T@ VIKOVTL SO aOT® QOYELV €K
0D EVAov Tiig Lofig, 6 £otv &v T® Topadeion
0D Beod.

ovg, dtog n ear, hearing

Cf. Mk 4:4 etc. for the common saying of
Jesus. "The exhortation to hear what the Spirit
says introduces a promise in the first three
letters and follows a promise in the last four."
Mounce.

VviKow conquer, overcome

Maybe a pun on the hame Nicolaitans. One
who remains faithful to Christ through all
opposition and persecution (cf. 2:26; 3:21;
12:11; 15:2).

dwow Verb, futact indic, 1 s didmp
oayelv Verb, aor act infin écbww eat
&vlov, ov n wood, tree

Com, ng T life

|Cf. Gen 2:9; 3:22-24; Rev 22:2.

mapadelcog, ov M paradise

"Paradise was originally a Persian word for
pleasure garden. In later Judaism is was used
to portray the abode of the righteous dead.
The Paradise of God in Revelation symbolises
the eschatological state in which God and man
are restored to that perfect fellowship which
existed before the entrance of sin into the
world." Mounce.

Revelation 2:8

Kot t® dyyého tig év Zpopvn xkAnociog
ypayov- Tade Aéyel 6 mpdTog Kai O £0Y0TOG,
0g éyéveto vekpog kol Enoev-

Smyrna was a seaport rivalling Ephesus. The
old city had been destroyed and a new one was
built by the successor of Alexandria the Great.
The city made claim to be the first city of Asia,
disputing this title with Ephesus and
Pergamum.

Nothing is known of the origin of this church.
Mounce suggests that it was founded during
the time Paul lived in Ephesus on his third
missionary journey (cf. Acts 19:26).

ypayov Seev.l
00¢, 10¢, T0de See v.1
mpwtog, M, ov  see 1:17

Cf. note on 1:17.

gyévero Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s ywvopou
vekpog, o, ov dead
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Cow live, be alive

Cf. 1:18. Ramsay has pointed out that the
description of Christ as the first and the last,
who was dead and came to life is well suited to
a city which had also been dead and came to
life, and which now claimed to be "first'.

Revelation 2:9

0186 cov v OATyv Koi THv TToyeiay, GAAY
ThoVG10C €1, Kol THV Pracenuicy Ek TdV
reyovimv Tovdaiovg ivon Eqvtovg, Kol ovk
gioilv, ALY cvvaywyr 10D Zatova.

Oy, emg f trouble, suffering

"The burden which crushes" Morris. A
reference to affliction the church was suffering
at the hands of Jewish and heathen persecutors.

mwyew, ag T poverty

"The linking of tribulation and poverty
suggests a close connection between the two.
In an antagonistic environment it would be
difficult for the Christian to make a living, and
thus many were economically destitute. They
may also have been victims of mob violence
and looting (cf. Heb. 10:34). Their poverty,
however, was a material poverty: spiritually
they were rich (note the contrast with the
Laodicean church which claimed to be rich but
was poor; 3:17)." Mounce.

Witherington suggests that their poverty may
have been linked to the guild system —
Christians may have been unwilling to
participate in the guilds because of their
inclusion of pagan or imperial ceremonies.

TAOLG10G, a, OV fich
Brooconua, ag f slander, blasphemy

"Jewish hostility to Christians seems to have
stemmed both from their conviction that to
worship a Galilean peasant who had died a
criminal's death would be blasphemy and the
apparent success of the Christians in
evangelising God-fearers and even some from
within Judaism." Mounce.

Witherington suggests that Jews, angered by
Christian's witnessing in the synagogues, may
have sought to make trouble for Christians by
reporting them to the authorities as practicing
an illegal religion, a superstitio. Christians had
previously enjoyed a measure of protection
from imperial power by being viewed as
simply another Jewish sect. He comments,
"Jews of course had a right to practice their
own religion (something Rome allowed most
ethnic groups they conquered to do), but in the
Jews' case abstaining from other gods was a
component of their faith. If Christians could be
shown to be Gentiles or no longer Jews, they
could not claim the benefits of an exemption
from emperor worship, a precarious position in
which to be."

gtvon  Verp, pres Infin- gt

Cf. Rom 2:28-29; 9:6 for Jews who are not real
Jews — it takes more than physical descent.

£avtog, £avtn, éovtov  him/herself, itself
ocvvaywyn, ng f synagogue
Yoatavag, o the Adversary, Satan

Cf. Jn. 8:31-47. Jesus said of Jewish opponents
in his day that they were not children of
Abraham but of Satan.

The strong language here is self-defensive
rhetoric making deliberate use of hyperbole. It
is not the rhetoric of hate or anti-Semitism.
John means that by opposing and persecuting
(or instigating the persecution of) the
Christians, these Jews were doing the devil's
work.

Revelation 2:10

pundev poPod o pLéEAAES Taoyewy. idov pnéAAeL
BéArewv 6 draforog €€ DBV gig pvAaKTV tva
nepacbijte, kol EEete OATYV Muepdv dékal.
yivov miotog dypt Bovdtov, Kol SOG® 6ot TOV
otépavov Tiig LoTic.

undeig, undepua, undev no one, nothing
eoPeopon fear, be afraid (of)

|Cf. Mt 10:28.

uelo (before an infin) be going, be about
nacyw suffer, experience

BoAlw throw, place

dwPorog, o m the devil

They should be strengthened in recognising
this attack as the work of the devil. John
spends much time in this book showing how
Satan's hand can be detected in the affairs of
this world but that the last word is always with
God — it is his plans which will triumph.

evhoxn, ng T prison, imprisonment

Probably to await execution.

newpocOiite  Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl wepoalm
test, put to the test, tempt
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dexo ten

A round number indicating a short period of
time.

motog, N, ov faithful, believing

aypr prep with gen until, as far as
Bavotog, oo m death

dwom Verb, fut act indic, 15 didmw
oTEPAVOG, ov M wreath, crown

"In the context of life in a provincial capital
where the proconsul was granted the 'right of
the sword' (ius gladii), the power to execute at
will, the sovereign Christ with the two-edged
sword would remind the threatened
congregation that ultimate power over life and
death belongs to God." Mounce.

A wreath, not a royal crown which would be
dwadnpa. Smyrna was famous for its games.
The picture here is of the victory wreath.
Witherington adds that Smyrna had the wreath
as a symbol for its city, a symbol often found
on inscriptions.

Revelation 2:13

Com, ng f life

Oida mod karowkeic, dmov O Opdvoc Tod
Tatavd, kol KpoTelg 10 Gvoud pov, Kol 00K
NPVNO® TNV TOTV HoL Kol &V TOIG NUEPAUS
Avtmdg, 0 LApPTLG oV, O TGTOG LoV, OG
anektdvOn map’ Huiv, dmov O Tatavdg
KOTOWKET.

Life is the victor's prize (cf. James 1:12; 2 Tim
4:8; 1 Thess 2:19; 1 Peter 5:4; Heb 2:9).

Revelation 2:11

o interrogative adverb where (?)
kotowew live, settle, inhabit
omov adv. where

Opovog, ov m throne

6 &yov ov¢ dKkovsdtm Ti 1O Tvedua Afyst Taic
EKKANGIONG. 0 VK@V 0oV pn adiknofj ék Tod
Bavdtov tod dgvtépou.

olg, dTOg N see V.7.

vika® conguer, overcome

adwn0fi Verb, aor pass subj, 3s ddikew
harm

devtepog, a, ov second

"The second death is a rabbinic term for the
death of the wicked in the next world ... In
Revelation 20:14 it is identified as the lake of
fire, and in 21:8 as the final lot of 'the
cowardly, the faithless, the polluted,' etc. Over
the faithful, who share in the first resurrection,
it has no power (20:6)." Mounce.

Some think that the allusion is to the serpent
god Asklepios. Most however, see it as a
reference to the fact that Pergamum was the
official cult centre of emperor worship in Asia.
Caird says "John believed that Rome was the
latest and greatest agent of Satan, not only
because of her totalitarian demand for that
absolute allegiance which is due to God alone,
but also because he saw in her the epitome of
all paganism and worldliness."

kpatew hold, hold fast

npviow Verb, aor midd dep indic, 2 s
apveopor deny, disown, renounce

motig, eng f faith

Revelation 2:12

By yielding to the pressure of burning incense
to the emperor and declaring 'Caesar is Lord'".

Kot t® dyyého tig v Iepydue éxkAnciog
ypayov- Tade Aéyetl 6 Eywv Vv popeaiov TV
dlotopov v o&eiav-

paptug, poptopog dat pl paptocty m
witness, matryr

Pergamum was the seat of government of the
Roman province of Asia. The first temple of
the imperial cult was built there in 29 B.C. in
honour of Rome and Augustus. This is why
John speaks of Pergamum as the 'place where
Satan has his throne'. It was also the centre of
the worship of Asklepios, the serpent-god who
was famed for healing and who was referred to
as 'saviour'. Witherington adds, "Pergamum
was also famous for its 200,000 volume
library. Here above all the church was likely to
clash with the dictates of Hellenistic culture
and the imperial cult."

Suggests that he alone had thus far lost his life
for the faith. It is not clear whether this was by
judicial execution or mob violence.

moTog, M, ov see v.10

Withington comments, "It is striking that
Antipas is given the same title as Jesus, 'the

faithful witness'.

anextavOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
anoxtewo Kill, put to death

"A contrast is intended with the first clause [of
the verse] — both the believers and their
ultimate adversary live in the same locality."”
Mounce.

poppora, ag f see 1:16
dwotopog, ov see 1:16
ofvg, ewo, v see 1:16
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Revelation 2:14

GALG &y Kot 6oD OAlyQ, OTL Exelg Excel
kpatodvrog v dwaynv Bolady, 8g £didackey
@ Bokdk BaAelv okavdaAov Evamiov T@v
vidv Topand, eayeiv gidwiobvta kai
mopvedoaL

oAryog, n, ov little, small; pl. few

There may be more than a few things we do
not like about a church, but what matters is the
verdict of Christ.

éker there, in that place
Kkpatem See V.13
dwayn, ng f teaching, what is taught

"John's opprobrious name for the teaching of
the Nicolatians.” Caird.

Witherington writes, "G.R.Beasley-Murray
makes the appealing suggestion that the
Nicolaitans may have been high-status
Christians who believed a certain amount of
compromise with the dominant culture was all
right. They could have argued, 'Even Romans
don't really believe the Emperor is a god, so
why not just go along, and have a good living
as a member of a guild?' They might have been
dualists like some of the Corinthians (see 1
Cor. 8-10), arguing that what one did with the
body did not affect one's spiritual condition
and status. The complaint against Balaam is a
complaint against syncretism, the luring of
Christians into participation in pagan cults.”

ddackm teach

BoAelv  Verb, aor act infin BoAlo throw

okavdaiov, ov n that which causes sin/
offence, obstacle

évomiov prep + gen before, in front of

Revelation 2:16

peTAVON GOV 0DV- £l 88 un, Epyopai cot oy,
Kol TOAEUNO® PET’ aOTOV €V T popeaig Tod
6TONATOC LOV.

"This reference is not to a body of doctrine but
to Balaam's activity of advising the Midianite
women how to beguile the Israelites into acting
treacherously against the Lord. Numbers
25:1ff. reports that the Israelites 'began to play
the harlot with the daughters of Moab," who in
turn were successful in getting them to worship
their gods and take part in their sacred meals.
Although there is ho mention of Balaam at this
point, we learn in Numbers 31:16 of his role in
Israel's apostasy... Thus Balaam became a
prototype of all corrupt teachers who betrayed
believers into fatal compromise with worldly
ideologies." Mounce.

petavoem repent

"Only a portion of the church has fallen prey to
the pernicious doctrine of the Balaamites, but
all are guilty of not taking action against their
presence. The fault is the opposite of Ephesus
where the heretics were rooted out but love
was missing (2:2, 4)." Mounce.

tayv adv quickly, without delay, soon
nmokepew wage war, fight

The sword of Christ's mouth is more to be
feared than the sword of Rome.

Revelation 2:17

eayelv Verb, aor act infin écbww eat
sidmrobvtov, ov N meat offered to idols

Probably at pagan festivals.

mopvevw commit sexual immorality

6 &yov ov¢ AKoVodT® Ti TO TVED A AEYEL TOAC
EKKAnoiog. @ VikdVTL SOom odTd TOD Havva,
TOD KEKPUUUEVOD, KOl ODC® aOT@ Yijpov
Aguknv, Kol €ml TV yijpov dvopa Kovov
YEYPOUILEVOV & ODSELC 0188V &l Ui 6 AapPévov.

May either be literal (pagan festivities often
included sexual licence), or figurative (i.e.
religious infidelity).

Witherington comments, "Whether John has in
mind sex with sacred prostitutes (which would
mean that Topveua. is used in its technical and
root sense) or, more likely, the sexual dalliance
that went on at dinner parties held in the
temple precincts is uncertain. In either case
John is warning against going to pagan temples
and participating in events there."

vikaw Seev.1l

dwow Verb, futact indic, 15 didmu

kekpoppévov Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n gen
s kpumtw hide

Revelation 2:15

obtmg €yelg kail 6L KpaTodVTOS TV ddayMV
Nikoloitdv Opoimg.

ovtwg thus, in this way

Suggests that the previous verse referred to the
Nicolatians.

ouowng likewise, in the same way

Reflects a Jewish legend that the pot of manna
from the Ark was taken by Jeremiah at the
time of the destruction of Solomon's Temple
and hidden underground. There it would
remain until the time of the Messiah when the
manna, the ark and the temple would all be
restored. "To those who conquer is offered not
idol food but hidden manna (i.e., bread that is
not currently visible and that comes from
heaven). Here is the promise of a much more
lasting and satisfying fellowship than one
could get at a pagan feast, drawing on Jewish
messianic traditions about the repetition of the
manna miracle in the messianic kingdom."
Witherington.

dwocw Verb, fut act indic, 1 s didmu
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yneog, ov f pebble, stone; vote
Aevkog, 1, ov white, shining

There are several explanations of the white

stone:

i) Stones were used as tickets of admission to
the theatre or to a banquet. Caird and
Mounce say that this is the conqueror's
ticket of admission into the heavenly
banquet.

i) Some suggest that a white stone was used
in a court of law to signify acquittal.

iii) Some think that it refers to a Rabbinic
belief that in the last days the manna would
be accompanied by precious stones falling
from heaven.

Morris says, "We simply do not know what the

white stone signified, though clearly it did

convey some assurance of blessing."”

movg, modog M see 1:15
ouotog, o, ov see 1:15
yoAkoAPavov, ov n see 1:15

It has been conjectured that the local guild of
bronze-smiths would have known the precise
meaning of this term which occurs nowhere
else in Greek literature.

Revelation 2:19

0184 cov té Epya, Kai TV Gydmy Kol Ty
wioTv Kol TV dtakoviav Kol THV VTOUOVAV
60V, Kai T Epya ooV Ta E6Y0T0 TAEiOV TV
TPATOV.

Kawog, n, ov. New
yveypaupévov Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s ypagpm

dwakovia, ag f ministry, service
vmopovn, ng T patience, endurance
€oyatog, 1, ov adj last, final

TAEIOV, TAEIOV OF mAcov mMore, most
npwtog, N, ov first

Cf. the message to the church at Ephesus in
v.4.

Mounce thinks it could be the name of the
victor himself. Witherington adds, "The new
name implies a new identity and being
someone special in the kingdom. Christians did
not have to compromise on earth by socialising
with pagans in temples when they had a much
better engraved invitation to a much better
banquet.”

Revelation 2:20

GALG Exo KOTO GO OTL AQETS TNV Yuvaika
TeCapeh, 1| Aéyovoa Eavtiv TPoefTLy, Kol
d1ddokel kol TAAVE TOVG ELOVG SOVAOVG
mopvedoat Kol payelv eidwioduta.

apmut allow, tolerate

0vdg1g, 0vdepa, 00OV NO one, nothing

Revelation 2:18

Kot t@ ayyého tiig év Ouateipoig ékkinoiog
ypayov- Tade Aéyet 6 vidg Tod BeoD, 6 Eyav
T0VG OPOaALOVS adTOD (g PAGYL VPGS, Kol Of
16deg anTod dpotot yorlkoMpBavem:

Cf. v.4 for a contrasting use of the same verb.
Christian laissez fair can be a carelessness
either about the demands of love and Christian
discipleship or about the inroads of heresy.

yovn, akog f woman

Thyatyra was a prosperous centre for
manufacturing and trade (cf. Acts 16:14).
""Since the trade-guilds were inseparably
intertwined with local religious observances,
they posed a special problem for the economic
well-being of Christians. The divine guardian
of the city was Tyrimnos (identified with the
Greek sun-god Apollo), who would be
conceived of as the patron of the guilds and
therefore honoured in their festivities."
Mounce.

"She is described as 'That Jezebel of a woman'
because here relaxation of the terms of the
apostolic decree or further compromise with
paganism (cf. v.14) placed her in the
succession of the OT Jezebel, whose Baal-cult
was marked by idolatry and ritual
prostitution.” Bruce.

00¢, 110¢, T0de See v.1

npopnic, 100¢ f prophetess

ddaockm teach

mwavow lead astray, mislead, deceive
guog, m, ov 1st pers possessive adj my, mine
dovloc, ov m slave, servant

mopvevw see v.14

Qayelv see v.14

eidwArobvtov, ov n seev.14

Cultic worship of Apollo Tyrimnos was
merged with that of the emperor, both being
considered sons of Zeus. In contrast with their
empty claims, Christ declares himself the Son
of God. The title also prepares the way for the
quotation from Psalm 2 in v.21.

oLo&, phoyog T see 1:14
moup, og N see 1:14

In contrast with Thyatira's sun-god. He is one
who sees all.

A charge similar to that concerning the
Nicolatians (cf. vv. 14-15). "The Thyatiran
Jezebel is probably some prominent woman
within the church who, like her OT
counterpart, was influencing the people of God
to forsake loyalty to God by promoting a
tolerance toward and involvement in pagan
practices. This extended to fornication and
participation in the religious feasts connected
with membership in trade guilds.” Mounce.
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Morris comments, "The strong trade guilds in
this city would have made it very difficult for
any Christian to earn his living without
belonging to a guild. But membership involved
attendance at guild banquets, and this in turn
meant eating meat which had first been
sacrificed to an idol."

Revelation 2:21

"Jezebel's ‘children’ are not the literal offspring
of her adulteries (so Beckwith...) or a second
generation of heretics (Lenski...), but those
who have so unreservedly embraced the
antinomian doctrines of their spiritual mother
that they are best described as younger
members of her family."” Mounce. They are the
same as 'those who commit adultery with her'
v.22.

Kol £dwKo avTi] ypdvov iva petavonon, Kol od
0éAel petavotioan €k TG Topveiog avTic.

g6mxa  Verb, aor act indic, 15 d1dmw
xpovog, ov m time, period of time
peTOVOE® repent

Bedo  wish, will

nopvela, og T sexual immorality

amoxtev®d Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dmoktewvm
kill, put to death
Bavatog, oo m see v.10

To 'kill with death’ is a Hebraism meaning
either 'to slay completely' or 'to kill by
pestilence' (cf. Ezek 33:27; Rev 6:8).

"The concept of religious infidelity under the
figure of harlotry is common in the OT.
'Rejoice not, O Israel!... for you have played
the harlot, forsaking your God' (Hos 9:1; cf.
Jer 3:6; Ezek 23:19; etc.). The fornication of
which Jezebel was not willing to repent was
her adulterous alliance with the pagan
environment." Mounce.

yvoplo make known, disclose, know
épavvaw Search, examine, try to find out
veppog, ov M (lit kidney) mind, thought

Used of the will and affections.
He searches heart and mind with burning eyes.

dwow Verb, futact indic, 15 didm
£kaotog, n, ov each, every

Revelation 2:22

1500 BAA® otV €ig KAV, Kol ToVG
potyevovtag pet’ avtig gig OATyY peydiny,
€0V UT| LETAVONOMOIY €K TAV EPYOV QOTHG'

Cf. Jer 17:10, also Mt 16:27; Rom 2:6.
Witherington comments, "There is indeed a
judgment of Christian works, with rewards and
punishment depending on the evaluation.”

Revelation 2:24

Khuvn, ng f bed, couch, sickbed

Here a sickbed. She will be struck with disease
as a punishment.

VUV 8¢ Aéym 101G Aowoic Tolg év Bvareipotg,
o0t 0vK Eyovoty TNV ddaymnv TavTV, OlTIveg
oVK &yvocav ta fabéa Tod Zatoavd, g
Aéyovoty, ov BaAlwm &’ Vg dAlo Bapoc:

poevw commit adultery

Oy, emg f see v.9

ueyog, peyaln, pueya large, great

gov un unless

petavoncwotv  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl
petavoem See v.21

Witherington comments, "Christ inflicted great
suffering in the hopes of repentance not
because he wanted even Jezebel to undergo
final judgment at the eschaton."

lowocg, 1, ov rest, remaining, other

oc0¢, m, ov correlative pronoun, as much as;
pl. as many as, all

dwayn, ng f seev.14

oftiveg  Pronoun, m nom pl 6otig, TG, 6 TU
who, which, whoever, whichever

gyvooav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl ywookw®

Babug, ewa, v deep

Revelation 2:23

Kol TO TEKVO a0THG AmoKTeEV® &v Bavatm: Kol
yvooovtol Tacot oi EKKANciol OTL £ym gipu 6
EPALVAV VEPPOVG Kol kapdiag, Kol dOom VUV
EKGOTE KOTO TO Epyo DUAV.

tekvov, ov n child

Either:

i) This was actually their claim. They sought
to get involved in pagan society in order to
become knowledgeable in the mysteries of
evil and so prove that evil is unable to
touch the person who is saved by grace.
Or:

ii) Like Paul (1 Cor 2:10) they claimed to
know the deep secrets of God and it is John
who contemptuously calls their knowledge
Satanic (so Witherington).

g Aeyovotv uncertain whether this refers to
the apostates themselves or to those who
remained faithful.

aArog, 1, o another, other
Bapoc, ovg n burden, weight
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Phillips and Mounce connect verses 24 and 25
so that it reads 'no other burden except that you
hold onto what you have until | come".

Revelation 2:28

MG KAy®d eIAN@a mapd tod TaTPOG Lov, Kol
dDo® adTH TOV AOTEPA TOV TPOTVOV.

Revelation 2:25

Ay b Exete Kpatoate dypt od dv HiEw.

mwAnv conj. but, nevertheless, however

Kkéyw acompound word = ko éyw
giAnea  Verb, perf act indic, 1 s Aaufove
aoctp, €pog M star

TPpOivog, 1, v morning

0 €yete The sum total of Christian doctrine and
hope and privilege.

kpatew hold, hold fast

dyptrand dypt oo until

fi€o Verb, aor act subj, 1 s nxew come,
have come, be present

Revelation 2:26

Kol O VIK®V kal 6 pdV dypt T€Aovg Ta Epya
pov, ddcm adTd EEovciay Ent TV £BvAV,

vikoo seev.1l
mpew keep, observe, maintain
Tel0G, ovg N end, conclusion

To. €pya pov in contrast with ‘her works' (v.22);
cf. also v.19.

"No completely satisfactory answer for this

symbol has been offered. Among the many

suggestions one finds

i) An allusion to Lucifer of Isaiah 14:12,

i) Christ himself (cf. 22:16),

iii) a reference to Daniel 12:3 and the
immortality of the righteous,

iv) the dawn of eternal life,

v) a literal reference to the planet Venus, and

vi) the Holy Spirit." Mounce.

Witherington, referring to Rev 22:16,

comments, "The morning star is Venus, which

to Romans was the symbol of victory and

sovereignty. Christians will not obtain such

things through pagan rituals or by following

pagan teaching, but from Christ."

dwow Verb, futact indic, 1s o
¢€ovoua, ag T authority, power
€0vog, ovg N nation, people

Revelation 2:29

John here quotes from Psalm 2. Those who are
faithful to Christ will share in his reign.

6 &yov ov¢ AKovodTo Ti TO TVED A ALyEL TG
ExKAnoioig.

Revelation 2:27

ovg, wtog n cf. 2:7

Revelation 3:1

Kol TOOVET oD ToNg &V PAPO® GLdNpd MG Ta
oKeLN TA KEPALUKA GLVTpifeTar,

nowovel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s mowave
tend as a shepherd, rule

This verb, while in the Greek used only of
tending sheep, reflects an ambiguous Hebrew
verb which may mean either to shepherd or to
rule. Among the Hebrews the ruler was
regarded as shepherd of his people (Jer 23:4f.;
25:34f.; Ezek 34 etc.).

Kai t® ayyého g &v Zapdectv EkkAnoiog
ypayov: Tade Aéyel 0 Ex@v TO, EXTA TVELLLOTOL
70D 0g0D Kol TOVg EMTA AOTEPOC

0184 cov T Epya, 1 dvopa Exeic dtt Ciic, kol
VEKPOG £l

pafdog, ov f stick, rod, sceptre
c1dnpovg, a, ovv made of iron

Mounce thinks the shepherd's staff or club.
Perhaps an oak club capped with iron to ward
off the attacks of marauding beasts.

oKeVog, ovg N object, vessel
Kepopukog, 1, ov  earthen, made of clay
ocuwvipiBo break in pieces, shatter

"The description of this rule as the shattering
of the potter's vessel speaks of the absolute
power of the victorious Christ and his
followers over the rebellious nations."
Mounce.

"In the sixth century BC Sardis was one of the
most powerful cities of the ancient world. Yet
by the Roman period it had declined to the
point that Ramsay could appropriately describe
it as 'a relic of the period of barbaric warfare,
which lived rather on its ancient prestige than
on its suitability to present conditions.""
Mounce.

The city possessed an almost impregnable
acropolis which had never been captured in
battle. However, the acropolis had twice fallen,
on both occasions the invaders had come under
the cover of darkness and had met no
resistance — like a thief in the night.

00¢, 10¢, 100 see 2:1

The Spirit is the giver of life, hence the
reference here to Christ as the one who
possesses the fulness of the Spirit.

aotnp, gpog M see 1:16

ovopa, Tog N name, reputation
Coo live, be alive

vekpog, o, ov dead
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Despite the appearance of life, the lack of
persecution from outside and lack of division
by heresy within, the church is without
spiritual life — it is dead. Mounce says that "the
majority had so fully compromised with the
pagan environment that the church was
Christian in name only (ie. 'nominally’
Christian)."

KAemtng, ov m  thief

Cf. Mt 24:42-44; 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10.
Here however the reference is not to the
second coming but to an imminent act of
judgement — which nevertheless anticipates the
final day of judgement.

Revelation 3:2

yivov ypnyop@®v, Kol GTHPLOOV TA AT O
guelhov anoboveiv, ov yap edpnKd Gov Ta
gpya memAnpopéva Evamiov Tod Beod pov-

yv@¢ Verb, aor act subj, 2 s ywvookw®
mo10g, o, ov interrog pro. what
opa, ag f  hour, moment

Revelation 3:4

ypnyopew be or keep awake, be alert

‘Show yourself watchful'. It's a wake-up call.
"The exhortations to watchfulness would carry
special weight in Sardis because twice in its
history the acropolis had fallen to the enemy
due to a lack of vigilance on the part of the
defenders... As in history, so in life, to
consider oneself secure and fail to remain alert
is to court disaster.” Mounce.

AAAQ Exelg OAlyo Ovopata &v ZApdeoty 6 ovK
guolvvay o ipdtio avTdv, Kol
TEPITOTNOOVGLY PET’ €od €v Aevkoig, Ot d&tol
glow.

oMyog, m, ov little, small; pl. few
ovoua, ToG N hame, person

Name here stands for the whole person.

guolvvav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl poivve
defile, make unclean
ipatiov, ov N garment, clothing, robe

ompie strengthen
lowmoc, 1, ov rest, remaining

| There is a small residue of spiritual vitality.

pedko (before an infin) be going, be about

drmobvnoxo die

ebpnrda Verb, perf act indic, 1 s edpiokm
find, discover

nemAnpouévo  Verb, perf pass ptc, n nom/acc
pl mnpow fill, make full

"It is often noted ... that since the manufacture
and dying of woollen goods was a principal
trade in Sardis, an allusion to defiled garments
would be immediately recognised.” Mounce.
The reference is to compromised witness
through accommodation to a pagan society.

nepuate walk
Aevkog, n, ov White, shining

Their works fall short of what they ought to
have been. Perhaps also an allusion to the
immense temple to Artemis which remained
unfinished in Sardis.

Cf. Rev 7:9. The white robes are a symbol of
purity and holiness. Cf. Rev 19:8.

a&og, a, ov worthy, deserving, fitting

évomiov prep with gen before

Picking up on the lack of reference here to
persecution, Caird remarks, "Content with
mediocrity, lacking both the enthusiasm to
entertain a heresy and the depth of conviction
which provokes intolerance, it was too
innocuous to be worth persecuting."

"They themselves have done nothing to merit
their exalted position, but are worthy in the
sense that they have withstood the pressure to
apostatise and hence have done nothing which
would result in forfeiting their position."
Mounce.

Revelation 3:5

Revelation 3:3

vnudveve 0OV i iAN@ac kol frovoag Ko
THPEL, KOi LETAVONGOV: £6v 0DV )
ypnyopnone, figm &g kAéntng, kai 0V pun yvis
notav dpav HEw ént o€

0 VIK®V oUtog TteptPaieiton &v ipatiolg
Agvkoic, kol o0 pun E€aAeiym 10 dvoplo, v Tod
£k Tiig PiProv tiig Lwfic, Kol OpoAoyHom TO
Svopa adtod Evamiov Tod TaTpdg oL Kol
EVOTLOV TAV AyYELDV 0DTOD.

uvnuovevw remember, keep in mind

"Although nwg regularly indicates manner
(‘how"), the connection with tnpet, which needs
an object, suggests it should be translated
'what' (cf. Beckwith...)." Mounce.

VKo conguer, overcome

ovtwg thus, in this way

nepPaieitar  Verb, fut midd indic, 3 s
nepPariio put on, clothe, dress

eilnepag Verb, perf actindic, 2 s Aaufovm
mpen keep, observe, maintain
petavoew repent

fi&w Verb, aor act subj, 1s fike come

"It would seem therefore, that the white
garments promised to the overcomer in 3:5
represent attire appropriate to the heavenly
state. Since they are made white by washing in
the blood of the Lamb (7:13), the figure is
highly appropriate to portray justification."
Mounce.

gEolelpm  wipe out, remove, cancel
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Bprog, ov f book, record
Com, ng T life

Cf. Ex 32:32. All ancient cities kept a register
in which the names of the citizens were
recorded. The Book of Life is the register of
citizenship of the heavenly city. Mounce
considers whether or not this passage teaches
that those who have been saved may
subsequently be lost. Having considered the
arguments on both sides he wisely concludes,
"It is hermeneutically unsound to base
theological doctrine solely on either parables
or apocalyptic imagery. Better to allow the
text, even when difficult, to present its own
picture."”

Morris thinks that the opening and shutting
refers to admission to the city of David, the

heavenly Jerusalem. ] ]
Mounce adds "It may be an intentional contrast

with the practice of the local synagogue in
excommunicating Christian Jews."

Revelation 3:8

0164 cov T Epya — 180D §£8mKa EVAOTIOV GOV
Bvpav Nvewypévny, fiv ovdeig dhvatar KAelooL
anTAv — 6T pikpav £xelg dOvapy, Kol
£TNPNCEG LoV TOV ADYOV, Kol OUK 1)pVAc® TO
dvopad pov.

oporoyew confess, declare
Evomov see v.2

Cf. Mt 10:32 and parallels. It is a courtroom
picture — Christ vouches for his people.

dédwko  Verb, perf act indic, 1 s didou

Evomiov See V.2

Ovpa, ac f door, gate

nvewypévny Verb, perf pass ptc, facc s
avolym

Revelation 3:6

6 Eyov ovg drkovcdtm Ti 1O Tvedua Afyel Toig
gkkAnciong.

ovg, dTog N see 2:7

Verse 7

Koi t@ dyyého tig év Pladedpeiq EkkAnciog
ypayov- Tade Aéyet 6 dylog, 6 dAnBwvog, 6
Eyov TNV KAV Aawid, 6 dvoiywv Kol ovdeig
K\eioel, kol KAeimv Kai ovdeic avoiyet:

Philadelphia was the newest of the cities
addressed in these seven letters. It stood in a
region where earthquakes were common and
had been totally destroyed along with Sardis in
17 AD. The city had later been rebuilt and was
devoted to Hellenistic culture — being called
'little Athens' for all its temples.

00¢, 10¢, T0dg See 2:1
aywg, a, ov holy
aAnbwoc, 1, ov real, genuine, true

Most think this refers to opportunity for
missionary activity (1 Cor 16:9, cf. 2 Cor 2:12;
Col 4:3).

"Ramsay explains the expression in terms of
Philadelphia's geographic position at the
eastern end of the valley leading up onto the
great central plain. As the 'keeper of the
gateway to the plateau' it had been given a
unique opportunity to carry the gospel to the
cities of Phrygia... A different interpretation,
however, fits the context better. The preceding
verse spoke of a messianic kingdom whose
access was under the absolute control of
Christ. He is the one who possesses the key
and can open and shut at will. Now in verse 8
he reminds the Christians at Philadelphia who
may have been excommunicated from the local
synagogue (vs. 9) that he has placed before
them an open door into the eternal kingdom,
and no one can shut it." Mounce. So also
Morris.

dvvapor can, be able to

Cf. 6:10 where applied to God. Jesus is God
and is the true Messiah.

KAewg, ewoc T key

avolym open

00dg1g, 0vdEp, 00deV N0 one, nothing
KAgww shut, shut up, lock

6t kpav Exelg ddvapy continues the thought
of the first four words. The RSV makes this
explicit by repeating 'l know' and continuing
'that you have little power...'

Probably a small congregation that had not
made a major impact on the city.

Because the letter is primarily concerned with
the church's relation to the Jews, it opens with
Christ's claim to be the true Messiah, who
holds the key of David. John echoes here the
language of Is 22:22 in which the key of the
house of David is entrusted to a new steward
Eliakim, as a symbol of his complete control
over the royal household and of his authority
to grant or refuse access to the king's presence.

mpew keep, observe, maintain
npviicw Verb, aor midd dep indic, 2 s
apveopar deny, disown, renounce

The aorists suggest a particular period of trial
that had been faced.
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Revelation 3:9

100V 3100 &k T|g cVVay®YTG ToD Zotovd, TOV
reydvimv Eavtodg Tovdaiovg elvat, kol ovk
€lolv GALG yevdovTal — 30V Toem aTOVG
va i€ovov Kol TPOGKLVIHGOVGLY EVATIOV TMV
Tod®V 60V, Kol YvAoL 6Tl £y NyOnNod Ge.

nepolo test, put to the test
kotowkew live, inhabit

Revelation 3:11

dwd Verb, pres act indic (variant form)
Sdou

Epyopon Tayv kpdtel O Exelg, tva undeig Adpn
OV 0TEPAVOV GOV.

toxv adv quickly, without delay, soon

Cf 2:9 By rejecting the Messiah they have lost
their right to claim that they are Jews. Cf. Rom
2:28,29; Gal 6:16. In opposing Christ and his
people they show themselves to be the servants
of Satan, cf. Jn 8:44.

Cf. 11

Kpote® See 2:25
undeig, pndepa, undev No one, nothing
oTEQOVOG, ov M see 2:10

gavtog, £avtn, éavtov  him/herself, itself
sivar  Verb, pres infin sim

yevdopa lie, speak untruth, deceive
NnKo come

npookvvew fall at another's feet

novg, todog m foot

Philadelphia was well known for its games and
festivals.

Revelation 3:12

Cf. the OT prophecies in Is 45:14; 49:23; Zech
8:20ff. which are in the context of the
conversion of the Gentile nations (Is 49:6).
Mounce says, "What the Jews fondly expected
from the Gentiles, they themselves will be
forced to render to the Christians. They will
play the role of the heathen and acknowledge
that the church is the true Israel of God."
Mounce thinks that the reference is not to
conversion but simply eschatological
"acknowledgement that the church is the object
of Christ's love."

0 VIKOV TOMo® aTOV GTOAOV &V T@ V@ T0D
0g0D pov, kol £Em ov un €EEAOT £t1, Kal Ypaym
€m’ aVTOV 10 dvopa Tod Beod pov Kai T dvopa
g TOAe®s TODd B0 pov, ThG KOviig
‘Tepovsalp, 1 katafoivovca ék Tod ovpavoDd
7o tod 00D pov, Kol TO GVOLA LoV TO KALVOV.

vikow see 2:11
oTvhog, ov m pillar, column

Cf. Gal 2:9; 1 Tim 3:15. A picture of stability
and permanence.

vaog, ov m temple, sanctuary
é€w adv. out, outside, away
éuu still, yet, any more

yvwolg Verb, fut act indic, 3 s ywookwn
ayoram love, show love for
oe Pronoun, accs ov

Revelation 3:10

"To a city that had experienced devastating
earthquakes which caused people to flee into
the countryside and establish temporary
dwellings there, the promise of permanence
within the New Jerusalem would have a
special meaning." Mounce.

1L étpnoag TOV AGYoV TG DTOHOVTIS LoV,
Kay®d o MPNo® &k Tiig dpag ToD TEPOITUOD
TG peAlovong Epyecban £mi Tiig oikovpévng
6Ang, mepdoat Tovg KoTokodVToG Eml THG YTiC.

vmopovn, ng f patience, endurance

YpoQ® Write

nmohg, ewg T city, town

KOVOG, 1, OV New

katofave come down, descend
ovpavog, ov M heaven

The believers at Philadelphia had kept
"Christ's command to endure patiently for his
sake." Bruce.

koyo from kot éye and |, | also

K Tiig dpog is either:

i) 'Keep you from undergoing trial...", or
ii) 'Keep you right through the trial...'
The latter is the more likely. Cf Jn 17:15.

"The impact of the threefold inscription is to
show that the faithful belong to God, hold
citizenship in the New Jerusalem, and in a
special way are related to Christ." Mounce.

Cf. 7:3; 14:1; 22:4 also Gal 4:26; Phil 3:20.
Reddish comments, "Now those who have kept
‘the name" will be inscribed with the name."

Revelation 3:13

opa, ag T hour, moment, period of time
TEPAGHOG, ov M period or process of
testing, trial

6 &yov ov¢ AKoVGAT® Ti TO TVED A ALYEL TG
EKKAnoloug.

Reference is to the worldwide newpacyiog
which is the subject of the rest of this book.

uelw (before an infin) be going, be about
oikovpevn, ng f world, inhabited earth
o\og, 1, ov whole, all, complete, entire

ovg, dtog N see 2:7

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT



http://sblgnt.com/

Reading The Greek New Testament ~ www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Revelation

Revelation 3:14

Kot t® dyyého tig év Aaodikeig EkkAnciog
ypayov: Tade Aéyer 6 Apnfv, O LAPTLG O TGTOG
Kol GAN0Owac, 1 dpyn thg kTicewg 10D Beod-

Laodicea was an extremely wealthy city,
famous for its wool and textiles. Agricultural
and commercial prosperity had resulted in
Laodicea also becoming a centre for banking.
It also had a notable medical school which,
among other things, was famed for its eye-
salve. However, the city lacked a natural water
supply. Its water was piped in from hot springs
6 miles away, arriving tepid and so impure as
to have an emetic effect. There was a sizable
Jewish community in the city. The church had
probably been founded during Paul's stay at
Ephesus. Paul wrote them a letter (Col 4:16)
which was subsequently lost.

00¢, 10¢, t0de see 2:1

paptug, poptopog dat pl poptoey m
witness

motog, N, ov faithful, trustworthy, reliable

"In an important article, Rudwick and Green
argue that the adjectives 'hot,’ ‘cold," and
'lukewarm' are not to be taken as describing the
spiritual fervour (or lack of it) of people. The
contrast is between the hot medicinal waters of
Hierapolis and the cold, pure waters of
Colossae. Thus the church in Laodicea 'was
providing neither refreshment for the
spiritually weary, nor healing for the spiritually
sick. It was totally ineffective, and thus
distasteful to the Lord'... On this interpretation
the church is not being called to task for its
spiritual temperature but for the barrenness of
its works. Among the several advantages of
this interpretation is the fact that it is no longer
necessary to wonder why Christ would prefer
the church to be 'cold' rather than 'lukewarm'."
Mounce. See also Colin Hemer's Article in The
New International Dictionary of New

"Ford suggests that it was added to clarify for
the non-Hebrew-speaking audience the
meaning of 'amen'... It presents the
trustworthiness of Christ in sharp contrast to
the unfaithfulness of the Laodicean church.”
Mounce. God is called the Amen in Isa 65:16.

aAnbwoc, 1, ov see v.7
apyn, ng f beginning, origin
ktiolg, ewg f creation

Cf. Col 1:15. The Laodiceans should have
been familiar with the Colossian letter (see Col
4:16).

Revelation 3:15

0186 cov té Epya, 11 obTe Yoypdg €l obte
Leotoc. dpehov Woypdc Mi¢ #{ (eoTdq.

ovte Not, nor (ovte ... ovte neither ... nor)
yuypog, a, ov cold

(eotog, 1, ov  hot

opghov would that, | wish that

ng Verb, imperfect indic, 2's &iu

n or

Testament Theology, vol 1, pp 317-319.

Revelation 3:16

obtmg, &1L yMopdc &l kai obte (eoTdC 0dTE
yoypoc, LEAL® ot guéoat €k ToD oTOLOTOG
pov.

ovteg thus, in this way

yMapog, a, ov tepid, lukewarm

pelo (before an infin) be going, be about
guem Spit out, vomit

otoua, Tog N mouth

Revelation 3:17

Ot Aéyeig 6t [Thovo16¢ gipu kKol TeEmAOVTIKA,
Kol 00d&V ypeiav Exm, Kai ovk 0idog Tl 6V €1 0
TOAOUT®POG Kol EAEEVOG KO TTOYOG Kol
TVEAOG Kol Yopuvoc,

movolog, o, ov  rich

nemhovtnko  Verb, perf act indic, 1's
mlovtew be rich, grow rich

0vdg1g, 0vdEL, 00OV N0 one, nothing

xpew, og T need, want

Tohoumwpog, ov - miserable, wretched

€\ggvog, N, ov  pitiable

TTWYog, 1, ov  poor, pitiful

Toelog, n, ov  blind

youvog, 1, ov naked, poorly dressed

[ct. 2:9.

Revelation 3:18

cLpPoVAED® GOt dyopdoat map’ ELod ypuoiov
TEMVPOUEVOV €K TVPOG TV TAOVTHOTG, Kol
ipdria Agvka tva meptBain Kol pun eavepodi 1
aioyvVN TiG YOUVOTNTOC GOV, Kol KOAAoHpLoV
€yypicat Tovg 0QBaAovg Gov Tva PAERTS.

ocuufovieven advise, counsel
ayopalom buy, redeem
¥pvoov, ov N gold
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nemvpouévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s mopoopar burn; perf. be
refined

mop, og n fire

ipatiov, ov N see v.4

Agvkog, M, ov seev.4

avoi&n Verb, aor act subj, 3s dvoiye open

gicedevoopon Verb, fut midd sep indic, 1 s
glogpyouan enter, come in

demviow Verb, aor act subj, 1 s demvew
eat, dine

"A contrast with the black woollen fabric for
which for which the city was famous could be
intended, but the figure of white garments as
symbolic of righteousness is so widely used in
Revelation (3:4,5; 4:4; 6:11; 7:9,13-14; 19:14)
that no local allusion is necessary." Mounce.

Cf. Lk 22:30. A picture of that fellowship with
Christ which is an anticipation of the future
messianic kingdom (cf. Mt 26:29; Rev 19:9).

Revelation 3:21

nepifdAn  Verb, aor act subj, 2 s nepifoiio
see v.5

povepwbij Verb, aor pass subj, 3s @avepow
make known, reveal, make evident

aioyovn, g f shame, disgrace

youvotng, nrog f nakedness

KoAlovplov, ov N eye salve

0 VIK@V 00Gm avT@ Kabicot pet’ Epod v td
Opove pov, mg kaym Eviknoo Kol ékabisa
petTd Tod TaTPOG Hov &V 1@ OpOV® aTod.

vikoo see 2:11

dwow Verb, futact indic, 1s didmp
kabilw sit down, sit, take one's seat
Opovog, ov m throne

|Cf. Mt 19:28; 2 Tim 2:12.

"Laodicea was known for its famous medical
school ... and exported 'Phrygian powder'
widely used as an eye-salve." Mounce.

gyypw rub on (of ointment)
Brenw see, be able to see

Revelation 3:19

Kkéyw acompound word = ko éywm
éxéOico Verb, aor act indic, 1 s xafilw

Revelation 3:22

6 Eyov ovg drkovcdt Ti 70 Tvedua Adyel Toig
€KKAnoiog.

€ym 600G £0v PIAD EAEYY® Kol TOdEL®:
{fheve 0V Kol PETAVOTGOV.

o0¢, dTOG N see 2:7.

Postscript

Ramsay considers vv 19-22 an epilogue to all
7 letters but this view has attracted little
support.

06c0¢, M, ov correlative pronoun, as much as,
whoever; pl. as many as, all
ouew love, have deep feeling for

Charles comments, "It is a touching and
unexpected manifestation of love to those who
deserve it least among the seven churches."
And Witherington writes, "Even with such
people as the Laodiceans, Christ does not give

up."”

gheyym show (someone his) fault, convince
(someone of his) error, rebuke
modgve instruct, train, discipline, correct

[Cf. Prov 3:11,12; Heb 12:5,6.

Of the letters to the churches (and of the book
of Revelation as a whole), Talbert writes, "It
speaks harshly to those so-called Christian
prophets who eagerly advocate assimilation to
an alien ethos as something compatible with
Christian faith. It also speaks a word of
warning to the unthinking mass of Christians
who simply want to share in the economic
fruits of Babylon's wealth and luxury and are
quite willing to assimilate in order to reap
temporal benefits. Revelation addresses not so
much those alienated from the larger society
because they belong to the 'have-nots' as it
does those with upward social mobility who
want to be totally immersed in the larger
society and are consciously or unconsciously
willing to lose their souls in order to do so."

{mhow be jealous of, be zealous
petavoew repent

Revelation 3:20

Revelation 4:1

50V Eotnka &mi TV B0pav Kol KpoL®* £V TIg
axovoT] TS POV Lo Kol avoiln v Bvpay,
Kol EI0EAEDCOOL TPOG AVTOV Kol SEMVIOM
pet’ adtod Kol avTog pet’ Epod.

Metd tadta £idov, kai i5od BOpa fvemypévn
€V T@ ovpav®d, Kol 1 eevn 1 TpdT v fiKovsao
MG GOATLYyog AaAOVONG HET’ LoD, AEYmV:
AvaPa O, koi Seiéw cot & Sl yevécOou. peta
tadta

gomka Verb, perf actindic, 1 s ot
stand

Bvpa, ag f door, gate

kpovw knock (at a door)

Present continuous.

gidov Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl opaw trans
see, observe

Bvpa, ac T see 3:20

nveoypévn Verb, perf pass ptc, fnom s
avoryo see 3:20
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Cf. Ezek 1:1. The perfect tense suggests a door
permanently opened, "perhaps as a result of
Jesus' death and resurrection. The church has
permanent and open access to heaven and to
their God." Witherington.

Revelation 4:3

Kai O kaffpevog 6potog opdoet M@ idomion
Kol oapdie, kol ipilg kukhobev Tod Bpdvov
Spotog 0pdoel opopaydive.

ovpavog, oo m heaven

TpwToG, M, ov  first

caAmé, wyyog f see 1:9

Modem speak, talk

avafo Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s dvofovem
go up, come up

®de adv here

opotog, a, ov like

The repeated use of 6potog reflect John's
attempt to describe the indescribable.

Cf. 1:19. "A true insight into history is gained
only when we view all things from the vantage
point of the heavenly throne." Mounce.

opaoig, eog T vision, appearance

MBoc, o m stone, precious stone

iaomig, Woc f jasper (a semi-precious stone
of varying colours, but the jasper of the NT
was probably green)

capdov, ov N carnelian or cornelian (a
semi-precious stone, usually red in colour)

detéw Verb, fut act indic, 3 s dewvopt
show, point out, reveal
der impersonal verb it is necessary, must

Cf. Ezekiel 1.

ipig, 1860¢ f rainbow; varicoloured halo

There is a necessity about what will happen, it
is in the sovereign hand of God.

The rainbow is also the symbol of the
covenant. The covenant of mercy is part of the
crowning glory of God.

Revelation 4:2

€0B€mg Eyevopmy év mvedpatt: Kol idov Bpdvog
€Kelto &v 1@ odpav®, Kol £mi Tov Bpdvov
Kkafnpevog,

Kkukhobev prep with gen round, about
ouapaydvog, 1, ov. made of emerald

Revelation 4:4

Bpovog, ov m see 3:21

Fiorenza says that the central question of
concern in the book of Revelation is "To
whom does the earth belong? Who is the ruler
of this world? The book'’s central theological
symbol is therefore the throne, signifying
either divine and liberating or demonic and
death-dealing power."

kot KUKAGOgV ToD Opdvov Bpdvot glkoat
TE00APES, Kol £l TOVG Bpdvoug eikoat
Técoapag TPesPuTEPous Kanuévoug
mepPePAnpévong &v ipatiolg AevKois, kol £mi
TOAG KEPAAAS ODTAV GTEPAVOVS YPVGODG.

gikool twenty
teco0peg Neut teccopa gen teocapmv  four
npecPutepoc, a, ov elder, eldest

kewon lie, be laid; exist; stand
kafnpon  Sit, sit down, live

Cf. 1 Kings 22:19; Isa 6:1.

Witherington argues that "John's portrayal of
the throne scene [that follows] owes something
... to Roman scenes of the enthroned Emperor
surrounded by his council and holding an open
scroll in his hand. The hymns that emanate
from the throne room in heaven can be seen in
the light of the hymnic acclamations and acts
of bowing down before the Emperor not only
in the Roman court but also in the imperial cult
in Asia, where the statue of the Emperor might
have obeisance done before it. The scenes in
Rev 4-5 then become John's rhetorical means
of offering an alternative vision of who is
really in charge of the world in which John's
audience lives."

Most take as a symbol of the 12 Israelite
patriarchs plus the 12 apostles — the totality of
the Church. Mounce, however, argues that they
are an exalted angelic order who serve and
adore God. Witherington comments,
"Whatever the twenty-four are, their function
in the drama is secondary, for all they do in
this book is fall down and worship God or play
a harp and so are contributors to heavenly
worship (cf. 5:8, 14; 11:16; 19:4 cf. 5:5; 7:13
where an elder is an interpreter). One thing is
certain: there is no known parallel to these
twenty-four elders in other Jewish apocalyptic
literature, so this is a new and perhaps
important element in John's vision... That these
are symbols of the Christian elect is shown by
their reaction when God acts on behalf of
earthly Christians."

nepPepAnuévoug  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc
pl mepipario see 3:5

ipatiov, ov N see 3:4

Agvkog, m, ov see 3:4

kepain, ng f head

oTEPOvVOg, ov M see 2:10

xpvoovg, 1, oov Mmade of gold, golden
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Their white garments speak of holiness and
their golden crowns of royalty.

Revelation 4:5

Kol €k 10D Opovov Ekmopedovol doTpamal Kol
poval kai fpovtal- kol Entd Aopmddeg Tupog
Kaopeval Evamiov tod Bpdvov, & eiotv Té Emta
nvevpota Tod B0,

gkmopgvopat  go or come out
dotpann, ng f lightning, ray
Bpovtn, ng f thunder

Symbolic of the awesome power and majesty
of God. Cf. Ex. 19:16ff.

émto. seven

hopmac, adog f lamp, lantern
nop, og n fire

kouw light; pass be lit, burn
évomov prep with gen before

Witherington writes, "The burning lamps
before the throne are said to be the seven
spirits, again the angelic representatives of the
churches keeping the churches' fires burning,
in part by returning and being in the presence
of God."

Revelation 4:6

Kai évanov Tod Bpdvov dg BdAacca Vaiivn
opoio KpLOTAAAD.

Kol év péo@ tod Bpodvou kol KOKA® Tod
Opdvov téocapa (Po yépovta OOaAUdDY
gumpocev Kol dmobev-

faracoa, ng f sea

valwvog, n, ov  Of glass, clear as glass
opotog, o, ov see v.3

KpvotoAlog, ov M crystal; ice

"A visual phenomenon which adds to the
awesome splendour of the throne-room scene."
Mounce.

Witherington comments, "In view of 13:1,
where the sea monster rises out of the glass
sea, it is probably a reference to the reality of
evil symbolised by the ancient image of the
chaos waters. Even the source of evil is not
outside the control of God."

uecoc, 1, ov middle; év ., gic u. in the
middle, among

| Here meaning 'in the immediate vicinity'.

Opovog, ov m throne

KukAm prep with gen round, around
Tecc0peg Neut teccapa gen tecoopwv four
Cwov, ov n living creature; animal

| Cf. Ezekiel 1.

vepw be full, be covered with
gunpooBev adv in front
omobev adv. behind, on the back

"A consistent interpretation of the entire
throne-room vision requires us to understand
the living creatures as an exalted order of
angelic beings who as the immediate guardians
of the throne lead the heavenly hosts in
worship and adoration of God. It is possible
that they also represent the entire animate
creation. That they are full of eyes before and
behind (cf. vs. 8: 'round about and within’)
speaks of alertness and knowledge. Nothing
escapes their notice." Mounce.

Revelation 4:7

Kol 0 {Dov 10 mpdToV Spotov AéovTt, kol T
devtepov {Hov dpotov Hooy®, Kal T Tpitov
{dov Eymv 10 Tpdowmov MG avOpdTov, Kol TO
tétaptov {Hov Oolov AeTd TETOUEV®D:

npwtov adv. first

opotog, o, ov like

Aewv, ovtog m lion

devtepog, a, ov second

pooyog, ov m  calf, young bull
Tprrog, 1, ov  third

npocmmov, ov N face, appearance
TeTOPTOG, M, ov fourth

detoc, ov M eagle, vulture
netopon fly

Hendriksen thinks this a fourfold picture of the
qualities of these angelic beings: they have the
strength of a lion, the ability to serve of an ox,

the intelligence of a man, and the swiftness (to
serve) of an eagle.

Revelation 4:8

Kol 0 téocapa Lda, Ev kab’ &v anTtdv Eymv
ava ttépuyag &, kukAoOev Kol Eowbev
Yéuovoty 0QOAAU®Y: Kol AVATOLGTY OVK
£xovotv NUEPOG Kol VOKTOG Aéyovtes: Ayiog
drylog diylog kvpiog, 6 0gdg, 0 mavtokpdTwp, O
v Kai O OV kol 6 £pyopevoc.

€lg, (o, €V gen €vog, pag, Evog one

|?:v k00’ Ev each.

ava prep used distributively with acc. each,
each one

ntepvé, vyog f wing

€€ six

| Cf. the seraphim of Is 6:2.

xukioOev adv all around, all about
éomOev adv. within, inside

Maybe, since they encircle the throne, the
picture is of eyes both looking out, away from
the throne, and in, towards the throne.

Yeu® See V.6

avomavolg, eog f rest, resting-place,
stopping

w&, voktog T night

aywc, a, ov holy
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TOVTOKPOTOP, 0pog M Almighty

"To churches about to enter a period of severe
testing and persecution a declaration of God's
unlimited might would bring strength and
encouragement...

"Beyond this, his holiness and omnipotence
stretch from eternity to eternity: he is the One
'who was and who is and who is to come' (cf...
1:4). The truth which finds expression in this
phrase — an expression of God's 'l AM WHO |
AM' in Exodus 3:14 — is repeated in the
following verses where God is twice
designated the one 'that liveth for ever and
ever' (vss. 9-10)." Mounce.

"Lilje notes that the first words of the hymn
are taken from the political language of the
day: 'Worthy art thou' greeted the entrance of
the emperor in triumphal procession, and ‘our
Lord and God' was introduced into the cult of
emperor worship by Domitian... For the
Christian only the One upon the heavenly
throne is worthy: the claims of all others are
blasphemous.” Mounce.

Revelation 4:9

AaBeiv Verb, aor act infin Aappovo
duvayug, ewg T power, strength, might
ktlw create, make

Oeinpa, atog n will, wish

éktiobnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl ktilw

kol 6tav ddcovoty T {Ha do&av Kol Ty Kol
gvyaplotiov 1@ kadnuéve Ent td Bpove, Td
vt gig ToVg aidvog TV aidvev,

"This unusual phrase suggests that all things
which are, existed first in the eternal will of
God and through his will came into actual
being at his appointed time." Mounce.

otav when, whenever

dwoovowy  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl d1dwut

doa, g f glory; praise

mwun, g f honour

evyoprotie, ag T thanksgiving

kafnpon - Sit, sit down, live

Cow live, be alive

aidvag Noun, acc pl aiov, aiwvog m age,
eternity

Revelation 4:10

Witherington concludes concerning chapter 4,
"This chapter is a vision in praise of the
Creator God. The next is a vision in praise of
the Redeemer God."

Revelation 5:1

Kai £i6ov &ri tv Sty 1od kadnuévov i
0D Opdvov Piriov yeypappévov Eocwbev kai
OmioBev, KaTEoEPAYICUEVOV GOPOAYIoLY ENTA.

mecodvTat ol €lkoct Téocapeg mpecfutepot
Evamov tod Kabnpévov ri tod Bpdvov, Kol
TPOCKLVIIoOVSY T® {DVTL €1g TOVG aiBdVIS TOV
aiovov, kol Bolodoty Tovg 6TEPAVOLS 0DTOV
évamov tod Bpdvov, Aéyovtec:

necobvton  Verb, fut midd/pass dep indic, 3 pl
mte  fall, fall down

gikool twenty

TECOOPEG See V.6

npecPutepog, a, ov elder

évomiov prep with gen before

mpockuve® Worship

Barobow Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl BoAdw
throw, throw down

6TEPAVOG, OV M wreath, crown

gidov Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl dpow see

dekrog, a, ov right, de&wo right hand

Kabnuot see 4:9

Biprov, ov n book, scroll

veypappévov Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s ypagw write

éowBev adv. within, inside

omcbev adv. behind, on the back

The reading écwBev kon £éEmBOev is strongly
supported, but the reading given above best
explains the several variants.

kataoppayllo seal
oppayig, Woc T seal, mark
énto seven

Acknowledging that their authority is a
delegated authority. "The honour given them is
freely returned to the One who alone is worthy
of universal honour." Mounce.

Revelation 4:11

"Aé10¢ €1, 6 KOpLog Kkod 6 0ed¢ NUMV, AaPeiv ThHv
dO&av Kol TV TNV Kal TV duvapy, 8Tt ob
EKTICOC TO TAVTA, Kal S10 O OEANIG GOV oo
Kol ékticOnoav.

"Filled to overflowing and sealed with seven
seals to insure [sic] the secrecy of its decrees,
it contains the full account of what God in his
sovereign will has determined as the destiny of
the world." Mounce. Cf. Ps 139:16. In
particular, it contains God's plan for the
establishment of his kingdom — the purpose of
history.

Witherington thinks that there is an allusion to
Ezek 2:9,10 and that the scroll is a scoll of
judgments.

a&og, a, ov worthy, deserving
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Revelation 5:2

Kai €160V dyyehov icyvpov knpvccova &v
oovil peydn: Tig d&og avoi&or to PiAiov kai
Aboat Tag cepayidog avTod;

ioyvpog, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful
Knpvocw preach, proclaim

ueyog, peyaln, peyo large, great

aog, o, ov worthy, deserving, fitting
avolyom open

Mo loose, release

Who is capable of effecting the purposes of
God — able to establish his kingdom?

Revelation 5:3

Kol 00delg £dUvato v T 0Vpov@ oVdE Emi TG
Y1ig 008€ vmokdTe THG Yiig dvoifat TO Ppriov
obte PAEmE aOTO.

0vde1g, ovdepa, ovdev  NO one, nothing
duvapor can, be able to, be capable of
ovpavog, ov M heaven

m, yng f earth, land

vmokote prep with gen under, beneath

"The tripartite division of the universe
(heaven, earth, under the earth) is also found in
Philippians 2:10 — incidentally in a scene of
universal adoration of Christ —and probably
stems from the second commandment which
forbids making any likeness of that which is in
'heaven above, or ... in the earth beneath, or ...
in the waters under the earth' (Ex 20:4). As
used here it stresses the universality of the
proclamation rather than some particular
cosmology." Mounce.

ovte hot, nor, neither
Bremw see, look, be able to see

| l.e. look into it, read its contents.

Revelation 5:4

Kol &ym Ekhatov oAb &t 00deig GE10g gVPEON
avoi&at 10 PipAiov ovte PAémey oOTO"

Many MSS read ko1 €ym. A majority of the
UBS committee considered that éyo was added
by copyists to identify the subject of the
otherwise ambiguous &xlaiov.

Khouw weep, cry

moAv much, greatly

eopébn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s edpiokm
find

It would mean that the promise of 4:1 will
remain unfulfilled.

Revelation 5:5

Kai €1¢ £k TV TpecPuTEPOVY AEyEL Lot M)
KAode" 100V éviknoev 0 AE@V O €K TiiG PLATG
Tovda, 1 pila Aawid, avoifar o Piiiov kol
TG EMTA GOPAYIdOG aOTOD.

Preston and Hanson consider this, together
with the next verse, among the most profound
in the entire book in that "they relate Jewish
Messianic hopes to the distinctively Christian
good news of the advent of the Messiah in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth."

€lg, pia, v gen évog, piog, £vog one
mpecPutepog, o, ov  see 4:10

vika® conquer, overcome, win the verdict
Aewv, ovtog m lion

ouAn, n¢ f tribe

| Cf. Gen 49:9-10.

pa, ng T root, source

[Cf. 1s 11:1.

"John is to cease weeping, for Christ has
conquered once and for all. Paradoxically, this
decisive victory over Satan and death was
accomplished on the cross. He conquered by
an act of total self-sacrifice. The result is that
he alone is worthy to open the scroll of destiny
both to reveal and to carry out the final
dissolution of all forces set in opposition to the
eternal kingdom of God." Mounce.

Revelation 5:6

Kai €i6ov &v péoe 1o 8pévov kai tév
1e600pmV LMoV Kol &V HEGH TAV TPEcPLTEPOV
apviov £6TNKOG MG E0QAYIEVOV, EYMV KEPOTO
Enta Kol 0QBaALOVS £mTd, Of elotv TO EmTAL
mvevpata 1o Beod, dmectapévor gig ticav
mv yfv.

pecoc, 1, ov middle; év p., gig p. in the
middle

tecoapeg See 5:4

mpecPutepog, o, ov  see 5:10

apviov, ov n lamb, sheep

Cf. John 1:29. This title is used of Jesus 28
times in Revelation. Comparing v 5 & 6,
Keener comments, "Jesus conquered not by
force but by death, not by violence but by
martyrdom. The Lion is a Lamb!"

gotkog Verb, perf act ptc, n nom/acc s
iotnu stand

gopaypévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s ocpalw Slaughter, put to
death

The perfect tenses emphasise the lasting
benefits of Christ's sacrificial death and
resurrection.
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Witherington writes, "A Boesak makes the
additional good point that the slain lamb is
standing, whereas we might have expected it to
be a limp corpse lying on an altar. The enemy
may have thought they conquered it, but they
did not. It overcame death though bears scars.
This is at the heart of John's message of hope
to his congregations facing and no doubt
fearing persecution and even execution."

Kepog, 0tog N horn

énta. seven

aneotalpévor Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
arootedlo send, send out

"The seven horns of the Lamb symbolise his
irresistible might. His seven eyes speak of that
completeness of vision which leads to perfect
knowledge." Mounce.

Revelation 5:7

xod HA0ev Kol elAn@ev k thic Sefidig Tod
KkaOnuévou £mti tod Opdvov.

gilnepev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s Aappovo
deklo see v.1
Kafnpo  Sit, sit down

Revelation 5:8

kai 6te Eafev to BPriov, Ta téocapa (G Kol
ol glkoot Técoapeg mpeoPitepot Encoay
Evamov tod apviov, £xovteg EkaoTtog KIBdpav
Kol eralog xpuods yepovoag Bupuapdtov, of
€loV a1 TPOGELYOL TV AyiwV"

ote conj when

EhaPev  Verb, aor act indic, 35 Aappoave

Brov, oo n seev.l

gikool see 4:10

gnecav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mnte fall,
fall down

évomiov prep with gen before

apviov, ov N see v.6

ékaoctog, M, ov each, every

Mounce suggests that this refers not to the four
living creatures but only to the 24 elders. They
are representative of the entire people of God.

ki0apa, ag T harp

ouwn, e f bowl

xpvcovg, n, oov made of gold, golden
veuw be full

Bupapa, atog N incense

npooevyn, ng T prayer
ayog, o, ov holy; ot ayior God's people

Cf. Ps 141:2.

Revelation 5:9

Kol Gdovoty M3V kouviy Aéyoviec: AE1o¢ &l
Aofeiv 10 Pphiov kai avoi&on tag oppayidog
avtod, 611 E60aYNS Kol ydpacas Td 0ed &v
T® oipoTi Gov €k TAoTG PLATS Kol YADGONS
kot Aood kol £€6vovg,

"In chapter 4 the twenty-four elders praised the
worthiness of God for his work in creation
(vs.11). In chapter 5 they direct their praise to
the Lamb for his work of redemption."
Mounce. Jesus is therefore worshipped in the
same way as God (cf. 1:17-18 etc.) while other
heavenly beings may not be worshipped (cf.
19:10; 22:8-9).

o sing
®dn, ng T song, song of praise
Kowvog, n, ov. New

Cf. Ps 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 1s 42:10. "Every
new act of mercy calls forth a new song of
gratitude and praise... The song of the Lamb is
a new song because the covenant established
through his death is a new covenant. It is not
simply new in point of time, but more
important, it is new and distinctive in quality."
Mounce.

agwog, a, ov see v.2

The Lamb is worthy for a threefold reason: he
was slain; he purchased a people for God; he
made them a kingdom and priests.

Aofeiv  Verb, aor act infin Aappove

avolym Sseev.2

oppayig, woc T seev.l

€opayng Verb, aor pass indic, 2 s cpol®
see v.6

ayopalo buy, redeem

| Cf. Mk 10:45; 1 Cor 6:20.

aipa, atog T blood

ouAn, ng f seev.5

vAwooa, ng f tongue, language
Lloog, oo m people, a people
£€6vog, ovg N nation

"It is fruitless to attempt a distinction between
these terms as ethnic, linguistic, political, etc.
The Seer is stressing the universal nature of the
church and for this purpose piles up phrases
for their rhetorical value. In contrast with the
exclusivism of Judaism which prided itself in
having been chosen out from among the
nations, the church was genuinely ecumenical,
recognising no national, political, cultural, or
racial boundaries." Mounce.

Revelation 5:10
Kol énoinoag avtovg 1@ Bed Mudv Pactreiav
Kol iepeic, Kai Bactiedovoty €mi Tiig YS.

iepevg, emg M priest
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Cf. 1:6; Ex 19:6. "Both of these terms are
active in meaning: as a kingdom 'they shall
reign,' and as priests they serve. By his death
Jesus established his church 'a Kingdom of
Priests in the service of our God' (Twentieth
Century New Testament)." Mounce.
Beasley-Murray stresses the Exodus imagery:
Jesus is the passover Lamb and has led to the
creation of a new people of God.

Revelation 5:13

kot v Kticpo O &v 1@ odpav® Kai &ml Thg YTig
Kol Dokt T Yiig Kal €mi Tiig Oaidoong, kol
Ta &V a0TOIG TavTa, Tfikovoa Aéyovtag: Td
KoOnpéve €mi @ Opdve Kol Td apvio M
gvloyia Kol 1 Tiun kol 1 66&a kol 10 KpaTog
€lg ToVg aidvag TOV aidvav.

Bactievo rule, reign

The future tense has slightly better attestation
than the present. "The promise is that the
church is to share in the eschatological reign of
Christ and all that it will involve (2:26-27;
20:4; 22:5)." Mounce.

Kktiopa, Tog N what is created, creature
vIoKOT® See V.3
Oolacoa, ng f sea

"No living creature fails to join in the great and
final hymn of praise (cf. Phil 2:9-11)."
Mounce.

Revelation 5:11

kabnuot see 4:9

Kai £idov, kai fjkovsa aviy dyyEhov ToAdY
KOKA® T0D Opovov Kol 1@V {DoVv Kol TdV
TpecPuTEPOV, Koi TV 6 Ap1OdC AvTAHY
LUPLAdEG LLPLAd®V Kol YIALAdES YIMAd®V,

"The praise of the entire created order is
addressed to the One who sits upon the throne
and to the Lamb. Throughout the Apocalypse
the two are regularly joined. In 22:1 the water
flows "from the throne of God and of the
Lamb” (cf. 6:16; 17:10)." Mounce.

The adoration of the Lamb moves out in ever
widening circles.

TOAVC, TTOAAT], TOAV gen woAAov, NG, ov i)
much, many

KUKAQ See 4:6

apBpog, ov m number, total

popuag, adog f group of ten thousand,
countless thousands

yaag, adog T (group of) a thousand;
yxuaot, ot, o thousand

gvloywa, ag T seev.12
Kpatog, ovg N might, power, dominion
alovov see 4:9

Revelation 5:14

kai Ta téocapa (Ha Eleyov: Apnv. kol ol
TPEGPUTEPOL EMEGAV KO TPOCEKVLVI|OAV.

I.e. so numerous as to be beyond human
calculation. Cf. Dan 7:10.

¢necav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mnte fall,
fall down
npockvvew Worship

Revelation 5:12

Aéyovtec emvi] peyddn: A&ov €otv 10 dpviov
10 éoQayuévov AaPeiv v dOvauy Kol
TAODTOV Kol coiay Kol ioydv Kol Tiuny Koi
d0&av kai evloyiav.

The cry of '"Amen' from the angelic beings and
falling down in worship of the elders may have
been repeated after each of the seven attributes
in v.12 is announced. Witherington,
commenting on this worship of the Lamb
writes, "The implication is clear that the Lamb
is divine."

apviov, ov n see 5:6
gopayuévov see 5:6

The Seven Seals

Mounce follows Beckwith in saying "Power,
riches, wisdom and might are not benefits
which the Lamb is about to receive but
qualities which he possesses and for which he
is worthy to be praised." Cf. 1 Cor 1:24; 2 Cor
8:9; Eph 3:8; Lk 11:20; Phil 2:11; Jn 1:14;
Rom 15:29.

mAovtog, ov M & n riches, wealth
cogu, ag T wisdom

ioyvg, vog f strength

mun, ne f see 4:9

doa,mg T see 4:9

evdoywa, ag T blessing, praise

Of this last, Barclay says it is "the one gift that
we who have nothing can give Him who
possesses all."

"The vision of the glorified Son of man in
chapter 1 led to the writing of the seven letters
to the churches (chaps 2-3). Similarly the
throne-room vision of chapters 4 and 5 sets the
stage for the opening of the scroll with its
sequence of seals, trumpets and bowls (chaps
6-16). The dramatic portrayal of God's
righteous judgement is now under way. It
should be noted that the scroll is not actually
opened until all seven seals are removed. Thus
the content of the scroll begins with chapter 8
and the sounding of the seven trumpets. As
each seal is removed we are introduced to a
series of preliminary judgements representing
forces operative throughout history by means
of which the redemptive and judicial purposes
of God are being carried out prior to the end."”
Mounce.
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The three sets of seven — seals, trumpets and
bowls — overlap, "with the second set
beginning before the end of the first and then
carrying things further, and the third picking
up in the midst of the second set and carrying
things even further." Witherington. All three
sets of seven end with the same final judgment
demonstrated by the repeated use of the terms
thunder, lightning, earthquake and hail in
varying order at 4:5; 8:5; 11:19 and 16:18-21.
This phrase echoes Exod 19:16. Witherington
comments, "There are a whole series of
judgments that happen prior to what amounts
to final judgment. This suggests that these
preliminary temporal judgments should not be
seen as purely punitive. Rather they are calls to
repentance and opportunities for amendment of
life." John believed that these judgments were
already in train, the seals were already being
broken. The timing of the final day of
judgment is unknown but the world is living
on borrowed time.

otEPavog, ov M wreath, crown
vika®w conquer, overcome, win the verdict

Revelation 6:1

Kai £idov 81e fivoiev 10 dpviov piav &k TV
ENTA oPPOYIdwV, Kol Fkovod £VOG €K TOV
1e600pOV {O®V AEYOVTOG AOC PmVT] BpovTiig:
"Epyov.

ote conj when, at which time
avotyo see 5:2

€lg, o, €V gen €vog, piog, Evog one
oppayig, 1doc T see5:1

The judgments that follow "happen because of
Christ's action of taking the scroll and
unsealing the seals. He is then in some sense
sovereign over them and responsible for
them."

There are various suggestions concerning the
identity of the rider on the white horse. Many
think the rider is Christ himself as in 19:11-16.
The picture is then one of the activity of Christ
in establishing his kingdom alongside the acts
of judgement — wars, earthquakes, famine etc.
— which also mark the period between the
advents (cf. Lk 21:9ff; Mk 13:7ff; Mt 24:6ff).
Others argue that this cannot be so, pointing
out the differences between the picture here
and that of chap 19 and also the phrase 'it was
given' which they argue to be inappropriate of
Christ. Mounce follows many others in seeing
the first horse as a symbol of the spirit of
conquest and of militarism. The crown is a
symbol of victory and white symbolises the
conqueror. DT Niles writes, "When men wage
war they always pretend to be fighting for
righteousness."

Witherington suggests that the picture may
owe something to "the Parthian archers, who in
AD 62 (as well as in 53 and 35 BC) came
riding from the east and won against the
Romans." They were famed and dreaded
cavalrymen and skilled mounted archers whose
armies included sacred white horses.
Witherington concludes, "While to some
degree we have here a general symbol of
military conquest, John has chosen his general
image so it would be familiar and thus on
target with his audience."

Revelation 6:3

Kai dte fjvoi&ev v oppayida v devtépay,
fikovoa Tod dgvutépov {dov Aéyovtog: "Epyov.

C{wov, o0 n see 4.6
Bpovtn, ng f thunder
gpyxov Verb, pres midd/pass dep imperat, 2 s

gpyopon

devtepog, a, ov  second

Revelation 6:4

The call ‘come’ is a call for the first of the
apocalyptic horsemen to ride forth. The
reading ‘come and see' is the result of copyists
who thought the command an invitation to the
Seer.

kol EMABev AAog Tnmog mouppadg, Kol Td
KaONUEV €m” anTov £0660n avTd AaPeiv v
glpnvnyv €k ti|g y1ig kai tva dAAMAovg
o@a&ovoty, Kol £600m adTd pdyopa peyon.

aArog, 1, o another, other
moppog, a, ov red, fiery red

Revelation 6:2

The colour is symbolic of war, slaughter and
bloodshed.

Kad €160V, koi idov Tmog Aevkdg, kol 6
KaBMpeEVOS €T awToV EYmv TOE0V, Kol £066m
avT® oTEPOVOC, Kol E&5TABeY vikdv Kol tva
VIKNON.

Aofeiv  Verb, aor act infin Aappove
gipnvn, g T peace

inmog, ov f horse
Aevkog, 1, ov white, shining

Perhaps to destroy the Pax Romana? The
figure may represent "civil or internal strife,
which was tearing the world apart during this
and earlier periods." Witherington.

The imagery of various coloured horses is
from Zech 1:8-17; 6:1-8.

to€ov, ov n bow (of an archer)
€600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3s Sdmu

aMnAov, otg, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

opd&ovowy  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl cepalwm
slaughter, put to death
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|Cf. Zech 14:13.

Revelation 6:7

poyopa, ng f sword, war, violent death
ueyac, peyakn, peyo large, great

Revelation 6:5

Kai dte fjvoi&ev tv o@payida v T€TapTNV,
fikovsa eovny tod TeTdpTon {Hov Aéyovtog:
"Epyov.

Kai 6te fjvoi&e v ocepayida v tpitny,
fikovoa Tod tpitov {dov Aéyovtog: "Epyov. kai
£idov, kol 180 Tnmog puéhag, kol 6 kadnuevog
En’ avtov Eyov Luyov év T xepi avtod.

teTaptog, n, ov fourth; to 1. a fourth part, a
quarter (of the earth)

Revelation 6:8

Tp1T0C, 1, ov  third
pelag, awva, av gen avog, avng, avog black

| Symbol of scarcity.

{vyog, o m yoke, balance scale
xe, xewog T hand, power

Kad £180v, Ko 160V intmog YAwpdc, kai O
KoBNpevog Endvem avtod Gvopa adTd O
®dvatog, Kol 0 gong nKorlovbel pet’ avtod,
kai £666n avtolg ovoia Eml TO TéTAPTOV THG
YiiG, amokteivan &v poppaia Kol &v Mu@ Kol &v
Bavato kol Vo @V Inpiov Tig Y.

"The balance indicates a time of scarcity when
the basic commodities of life are measured out
at greatly inflated prices. In portraying the
siege of Jerusalem, God told Ezekiel that its
inhabitants would 'eat bread by weight [and]
drink water by measure' (Ezek 4:16; cf. Lev
26:26)." Mounce.

yAwpog, o, ov green (pale)

Revelation 6:6

"yAwpog is used elsewhere in Rev to describe
the yellow green of vegetation (8:7; 9:4; cf.
Mk 6:39 and Gen 1:30, yotov yAmpov), but
here describes the pallor of death or the
blanched appearance of a person struck with
terror." Mounce. Witherington suggests, "the
colour of a putrefying corpse."”

Kol JKovoa OG VIV &V HECH TV TEGCAP®V
{dov Aéyovoav: Xoivi§ oitov dnvapiov, Kol
TPELG yoivikeg kplO®V dnvapiov: kai 0 ELatov
Kol TOV oivov | adkrong.

yomi&, wog f quart (a dry measure)
ortog, ov M grain, wheat
dnvaplov, ov N denarius

gmave prep with gen. on, upon

ovoua, Tog N name

Oavatog, ov m death

@ong, ov m Hades, the world of the dead
axoiovbew follow, accompany

£€600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s 316w
€€ovoa, ag f authority, power

|A day's wage.

Not a geographic area but a proportion. Again,
expressing a limit to the judgement.

TpEIC, TP gen tpiwv dat tpiowv three

kpOn, nc f barley

g\aov, ov n olive oil, oil

oivog, ov M wine

adwnong Verb, aor act subj, 2 s ddikew
harm

amoxteivan Verb, aor act infin dnoxtewvo
kill, put to death

popoota, aog f sword, pain, sorrow

Muog, oo m & f famine, hunger

Onpwov, ov n animal, beast, wild animal

There are limits to the famine. The succeeding
seals mark increasingly severe judgments.
Witherinton draws attention to the act of
Domitian in 92 AD whereby he destroyed half
the vineyards throughout the provinces. He
comments, "We may take the exempting of the
vineyards and the olive trees as a sign of how
God was merciful in comparison to Domitian.
The loss of a grain crop could be endured, for
another one would come along the following
year, but the destruction of vines and olive
trees would cripple the region's economy for
years, and there were indeed areas in Asia
Minor where this judgment would be
particularly devastating (e.g. Philadelphia with
its vineyard culture).”

Cf. Ezek 14:21. "Death by wild beasts ...
would be expected in a land decimated by war
and famine." Mounce.

Revelation 6:9

Kai 6te fjvoiéev v méumty oepayida, sidov
VIOKAT® TOD BuclooTNpiov TAG Yuydg TAV
€0Qaypévov o1 TOV Adyov Tod Beod Kal d1d
TV poptopiov fjv siyov.

neuntog, 1, ov  fifth
vmokatm prep with gen under, beneath
Bvcuaotplov, ov N altar

"It is probably unimportant to conjecture
whether the altar is the altar of burnt offering
or the altar of incense. The theme of sacrifice
would suggest the former, and the prayers
which rise (vs. 10) seem to indicate the latter.
There is no reason why in John's vision the
two should not blend together as one."
Mounce.

yoyn, ng T life, 'soul’, living being
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"In OT ritual sacrifice the blood of the bullock
was poured out at the base of the altar of burnt
offering (Lev 4.7; Ex 29:12). This blood
contained the life, or soul, of the flesh (Lev
17:11). That the souls of the martyrs were
underneath the altar is a way of saying that
their untimely deaths on earth are from God's
perspective a sacrifice on the altar of heaven."
Mounce. Cf. 2 Tim 4:6; Phil 2:17. E Boring
comments, "The chopping block of the Roman
executioner has become a cosmic altar.
Christians who refuse to sacrifice to the image
of the Emperor are nonetheless Christian
priests who sacrifice themselves on the altar of
God."

Symbol of blessedness and purity, cf. 3:5; 7:9-
14; 19:8 also 3:18.

€ppébn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3s Aeyw
avoravoovtal Verb, aor midd subj, 3 pl
avanavw refresh; midd relax, rest
¢ still, yet
xpovog, ov M time, period of time
nAnpwddowv  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
nanpow fill, fulfill, accomplish
ouvvdovrog, ov m fellow-servant
uelo (before an infin) be going, be about
anoxktévvesOar Verb, pres pass infin
amoktevm See V.8

gopayuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
opalw seev.d
paptopua, ag T testimony, witness

"The charge is not to control their impatience
but to rest in the enjoyment of their
blessedness. There are others who are yet to
join their number." Mounce.

"The martyrs' testimony was not primarily
their witness about Jesus but the witness that
they had received from him (cf. 12:17; 20:4)."
Mounce.

Revelation 6:12

Revelation 6:10

Kai £i6ov 8te fjvoréev thv o@payido Thv Ektnv,
Kol GEGHOG péyag £yEveto, kal 0 iAog €yéveto
HEAOG DG GAKKOG TPiYIVOC, Kol 1) oeAvn OAn
dyéveto g aipa,

kai Ekpa&av eovi] peydin Aéyovreg “Ewmg
mote, 6 deomOTNG O Aylog kot dANBvog, 00
Kpivelg kol Ekdkeic O oipo UMV EK TdV
KOTOIKOUVTOV €M THiG YS;

£KT0G, M, oV Sixth
ogwpog, ov m earthquake

kpalw cry out, call out

émg conj/prep with gen. until, while

note interrog adv. when? (éwg mote how
long?)

deomotng, ov m Lord, Master

Cosmic disturbances which precede the end.
Earthquake signals divine visitation, cf. Ex
19:18; Is 2:19; Hag 2:6; Matt 27:45,51 (Heb
12:26).

| Emphasises absolute power.

n\og, ov m the sun

pelog, awva, ov gen avog, awng, avog black
ocakkog, ov M sackcloth, mourning dress

Tprywvog, m, ov  Of hair (cakkog t. sackcloth)

aywg, a, ov holy

aAnbwoc, 1, ov real, genuine, true

kpwo judge, pass judgement on

gkdwkew help (someone) get justice,
avenge, punish

aipa, atog T blood

katowkew live

The reference is to rough cloth made of black
goats' hair, worn in time of mourning.

oeinvn, ng f moon
0Aog, 1, ov whole, all, complete
aipa, atog f  blood

"This request does not rise from a personal
desire for revenge, but out of concern for the
reputation of God." Mounce. And, we might
add, for those who continue to suffer injustice
and persecution. Cf. Ps 79:10; 94:3; Hab 1:2.

"The deep blood-red colour of the moon would
result from whatever in the atmosphere caused
the sun to be darkened."” Mounce. Cf. Joel
2:28-32; Acts 2:20; I1s 13:10; Ezek 32:7; Amos
8:8; Mk 13:24.

Revelation 6:13

Revelation 6:11

Kai £600m avToig EKACT® GTOAT AEVKT, Koi
€ppEBnN avtoig iva avaradoovtal £Tt xpovov
HkpoOV, Edc TANP®O®GY Kai ol Ghvéoviot
avT®V Kol o1 GdeAPOl "aTdV ol LEAAOVTEG
amoktévvesbot mg Kol avTol.

Kol ot Gotépeg Tod obpavod Enecav gig TNV
Yiiv, ®g ovki BaArel Tovg dAVVBOLG avTig VIO
GVEUOV HEYAAOVL CELOUEVT,

£€006n see v.2

ékaotog, , ov each, every
otol, g T robe, long robe
Aevkog, 1, ov white, shining

aotnp, Epog M star

gneoav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mmte fall,
fall down

ovkn, ng T fig tree

BoAlw throw, throw down

oAivvbog, ov m late fig, unripe fig

dvepog, o m wind

ogw Shake

| CF. Is 34:4; Mk 13:25-26.
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Witherington comments, "The opening of the
sixth seal brings us to the end of the cosmos as
we know it (cf. Isa 13:9-11; 24:21-23; 1 En
102:2-3)."

Revelation 6:16

Revelation 6:14

kot A&yovotv Toig Opecty Kol Toig TETPOIG:
[Méoete €9 Mudg kol KpOYOTE NUAS GO
TPOGOTOL T0D KabnuEvoL Eml tod Bpodvou Kol
amo Tiig Opyfg TOY dpviov,

Kol 0 0VpavOs ameywpicdn mg Prpriov
gMooopevov, Kai iy dpog Kol vijoog €K TV
TOTOV VTV EKviOncav.

néoete  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl mmto see
v.13

Cf. Hos 10:8

aneympicOn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
armoywplopon separate; perhaps vanish
or split open

Biprov, ov n book, scroll

éuocw roll up

npocwnov, ov N face, appearance,
presence

opyn, ng f wrath, anger

apviov, ov n lamb

"The heavens are removed like an unrolled
papyrus scroll which, should it break in the
middle, would roll quickly back on either
side.” Mounce.

0pog, ovg N mountain, hill

vnoog, ov f island

Tomog, ov M place

gxwnbnoov Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl kwew
move, shake, remove

Revelation 6:15

"The wrath of God is a fundamental theme of
NT teaching. It is both a present reality (Rom
1:18) and an eschatological event (Rev 19:15).
It is neither personal vindictiveness nor an
impersonal process of retribution which works
itself out in the course of history. It is rather
the "response of [God's] holiness to persistent
and impenitent wickedness' (Bruce). The wrath
of the Lamb, however, is an unusual and
dramatic expression." Mounce.

Revelation 6:17

Kol ol PactAelg TiG Yiig Kol ol peyloTdveg Kol ot
yMopyot Kai ol TAoVG10L Kad o1 icyvpol kol
TG 00VA0G Kol EevBepog Ekpuyay £0VTOVS
€lg Ta omMAauo Kal €ig TaG TETPAG TAV OpE@V*

ST 1 Huépa 1) peydn Tic Opyiic adTdv,
kol Tig Svvartar oTadijvay;

Cf. Joel 2:11; Zeph 1:14-18.

Baothevg, emg M King

ueyotav, ovog m person of high status

xaapyog, o m commander (a high
ranking military officer generally in charge
of 600-1000 men), high ranking officer

movolog, a, ov  rich, well-to-do

ioyvpog, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful

doviog, ov m slave, servant

éhevbepog, a, ov free, free person

duvapor can, be able to
otaffjvar Verb, aor pass infin ictmut stand

Cf. Nahum 1:6; Mal 3:2. "The beginning of
the end has arrived, and the plagues of 8:7-
9:21 and 16:2-21 follow upon the actual
opening of the seven-sealed scroll." Mounce.

Revelation 7

The stress is particularly upon those who
presently feel secure — though the last two
categories make it clear that terror will be
universal. Witherington points out that this
"sevenfold categorisation of humanity ... [is] a
symbol of completeness or totality" — though
again he recognises that the stress is upon the
wealthy and powerful.

kpvntew hide, conceal, cover

gowtog, savtn, éavtov  him/herself, itself
omniatov, ov N cave, hideout (for robbers)
netpa, og  rock, solid rock

0pog, ovg N see v.14

Cf. 15 2:10,19,21. "From the day when Adam
and Eve hid themselves from the presence of
God (Gen 3:8), the guilty conscience has made
man a fugitive from God. But now there is no
longer a place to hide." Mounce.

Chapter 7 comes as a parenthesis between the
sixth and seventh seals. Mounce writes,
"Chapter 7 ... serves as a dramatic interlude. It
delays for a brief moment the disclosure of that
which is to take place when the seventh and
final seal is removed from the scroll of destiny.
The chapter consists of two visions — one, the
sealing of the 144,000, and the other, the
blessedness of the great multitude before the
heavenly throne. A great deal has been written
about the identity of the 144,000 as well as the
relationship between the two visions..." The
view taken by Mounce is that "in both visions
it is the church which is in view, but from two
vantage points. Prior to the trumpet
judgements the last generation of believers is
sealed so as to be saved from the destruction
coming on the earth and to be brought safely
into the heavenly kingdom. The second vision
is anticipatory of the eternal blessedness of all
believers when in the presence of God they
realize the rewards of faithful endurance.”
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Revelation 7:1

Revelation 7:4

Metd ToDT0 €180V TEGGAPAS AYYEAOVE £GTMTOG
€ml TG TEGOOPAG YWVING THS VNG, KPOTODVTAG
TOVG TEGGAPAG AVELOVG THG VTG, Tva pun mvén
Gvepog ml Tiig yiig unte €mi iig Baddoong
pnte €mi Thv 0EVOPOV.

Kai fikovca tov apiBpov 1dv E6Qpayicuévay,
£KATOV TEGCOEPAKOVTO TEGOUPES YIMADOES,
€0QPaYIGUEVOL €K TAONG VARG LIGV Topani:

éotdtag Verb, perf act ptc, m acc pl iotut
stand

yovia, ac T corner

kpateo hold, hold back

dvepog, ov m wind

apipog, ov m number, total

goppaywopévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
cppayilm

ékatov one hundred

teooepokovta  forty

y\og, adog T (group of) a thousand,;
y\ot, at, o thousand

Cf. Zech 6:1-8 which associates horsemen and
winds.

nveo blow (of wind)
unte and not; unte ... unte neither ... nor
faracoa, ng f sea
devdpov, ov n tree

A picture of destruction kept back or delayed.

Revelation 7:2

Kai €160V dALov dyyelov dvafaivova dmd
avatoAiig NAiov, Exovta ceparyida Bgod
{dvtog, kai Ekpa&ev eoVvi] peydin toig
18660potv dyyéhoig oig £560n ovtoig dduciica
Vv Yjv Kod v OdAaccay,

12 x 12 x 1,000 — a number signifying
completeness. Witherington comments, "A
clue about who these servants are is found in
Rev 9:4, where everyone but believers is called
upon to repent, and they are said to be the ones
without the sealing. This suggests that the
144,000 are coterminous with the total number
of believers. Here as elsewhere the language
about Israel is applied to Jew and Gentile
united in Christ... [144,000] here is a symbolic
number for the whole people of God."

ovAn, ng f tribe

Revelation 7:5

dAAog, 1, o another, other

avofove go up, come up, ascend
avotoAn, ng f rising sun, dawn, east
nAog, ov M the sun

oppayic, 1vog f  seal

Cow live, be alive

kpalw cry out, call out

€600m Verb, aor pass indic, 3s 5wt
adwikew harm

Revelation 7:3

€K VTS Tovda dddeKa YIALAdES
£€0QpOyIoUEVOL,

€K VTG PovPnv dddeka ylddeg,
€K VAT ['ad dmdeka yhbodeg,

Tovda Noun, gen's Tovdag

Priority is given to Judah because Christ was
from Judah.

dwdekao twelve

Revelation 7:6

Aéyaov: M1 adiknonte v yiv uite v
Bdlaccav pnte o 0EVOpa, dypL cEpayicOEY
TOVG 60VA0VG TOD B0D UMV EML TV LETOTOV
avTOV.

€K VAT Aonp dddeka yAddec,
€K UATIG NepBohip dddeka yIAMAdES,
€K QUATG Movaoot dddeka (IAMASES,

aypt prep with gen/conj until
oppayllm seal, secure/mark with a seal
uetmnov, ov n forehead

One peculiarity is that Manassah, one of
Joseph's sons, is included in place of Dan.
Dan may have been omitted because of early
associations with idolatry (cf. Judg 18:1; 1
Kings 12:25-33).

Cf. 9:4; 14:1; 22:4; Ezek 9:4; Isa 44:5; 2 Cor
1:22; 2 Tim 2:19. Signifies ownership and
protection. Witherington writes, "What sort of
sealing is in mind? Possibly it is the sort
mentioned in Ezek 9:4, or possibly the Exodus
painting of blood on the doorpost is being
echoed. If the former, the symbol painted was
the Hebrew letter tau, sometimes written in the
form of a cross or X. This would indeed be
appropriate as a symbol for the people of the
cross."

Revelation 7:7

€K QUATG Zupe®Vv dMOEKD YIMAOES,
€K QUATI Agvi dddeka YIAMAdEC,
€K VARG Tocayap dddeKka YIAASES,

Revelation 7:8

€K QUATG Zofovdmv dmdeka YIAMADES,
€K VARG TooT e dddeka YIMAES,

€Kk PUATg Beviapiv dmdexa yiiddeg
£0QPUYIGUEVOL.
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Revelation 7:9

Meta tadta £i00v, kai i8od dyhog moldc, dv
apduficat anTov ovdElg £3UVATO, EK TAVTOG
£€0voug kal LAGV Kol Aadv kol YA®GeHV,
£otdTEC Evdmiov ToD Bpovov kai Evamiov ToD
apviov, mepPePAnuévovg oToldg AevKds, Kol
poivikeg &v T0ig xepoiv adTdOV:

Revelation 7:11

Kol Tavteg ol dyyelot eloTNKEICAV KOKA® TOD
Bpdvov Kol TV mpeoPutépv Kol TdV
teccapmv Lomv, kol Enecay EVOToV Tod
Opovou Eml T TPOG®TO AVTAOV Kol
mpocekHvoav 1@ e,

oxhog, o m crowd, multitude
TOAVG, TOAAN, TOAL gen ToAlov, NG, ov i)
much, great, many

This is no longer a number on earth but a
multitude in heaven who have come out of trial
(v.14.) and have entered glory.

apibpew count, number
0vde1g, ovdepa, ovdev  NO one, nothing
duvaponr can, be able to, be capable of

navteg Adjective, m nom pl mog

giotnkewoov Verb, pluperfect act indic, 3 pl
ot

Kukh@ prep with gen round

gmecav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mnto

npocwnov, ov h face

npookvve® Worship

Revelation 7:12

They are a vast multitude that no one can
number. "As God promised Abraham, they are
in number as the stars of heaven (Gen 15:5)
and the sand of the sea (Gen 32:12)." Mounce.
Witherington comments, "Although at the end
of the first century the total number of
Christians cannot have been huge, the point
would be that this vision encourages John
about the eventual success of the Christian
mission."

Aéyovteg Apnv: 1 evAoyia kai 1) 00&a Kai 1)
cooia Kol 1 edyaploTio Kol 1 TN Kol 1)
Sovayug Koi 1 ioydg @ 0ed MUOV €ig TOLG
aidVog TOV oidVOV: GUnV.

A sevenfold doxology of praise. "How
unbelievably great will be the joyful adoration
of the heavenly host when all the redeemed
stand before their God!" Mounce.

€0vog, ovg N nation

| For this phrase see 5:9.

¢otdteg Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl ioctnu

gvomov prep with gen before

apviov, ov N Ssee 6:16

nepiPePAnuévoug  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc
pl mepiBario put on, clothe, dress

otohn, ng f robe, long robe

Aevkog, 1, ov white, shining

gvloywe, ac f blessing, praise

doéa, g f glory

coquo, ag f wisdom

gvyapota, ag T thanksgiving

wun, ng f honour, respect

ioyvg, vog f strength

ai@dvag Noun, acc pl aiov, aiwvog m age,
eternity

Revelation 7:13

[Cf.v.14,

Kai dmexpidn gig &k tdv mpecPutépov Aéymv
pot- Ovtot oi TepBePAnpéVOL oS GTOANG TG
Levkdig Tiveg eioty kai moOev MAoV;

eoivikeg Noun, nom pl powi& or gowi&,
wog m palm branch
xew, xewpog f hand

A picture of festal joy as on the day when
Jesus entered Jerusalem (Jn 12:13).

Revelation 7:10

kol kpdlovot povi] peydin Aéyovteg ‘H
compia T® 0ed MUV T@ KaONUEVE Enl T@
Opove Kol T@ apvio.

anexpifn Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
dmokpvopor answer, reply

€lg, (o, €V gen évog, g, Evog one

mepPePAnuévor see v.9

otoAn, ng f seev.9

nobev interrog adv. from where, how

AM0ov Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3 pl épyouan

Revelation 7:14

kpalom cry out, call out
compa, ac f salvation

"The great multitude joyfully acknowledges
that their deliverance rests on the sovereign
will of God and the redemptive activity of the
Lamb." Mounce.

xai sipnica ot Kopié pov, ob oldac. kai
gimév pot- Ovtoi gictv oi épyduevor éx g
OAyemg TG peydAng, Kol ETAvvay TOG GTOANS
avT®V Kol EAevkavay odTag £V @ aipott Tod
apviov.

gipnka  Verb, perf act indic, 1 s Aeyo

Charles interprets the present participle to
mean 'these are such as come from..."' implying
they still continue to come. Mounce thinks the
context "favours a point in time when the
complete number of the redeemed stand before
God and the blessings of the eternal state are
about to be realized."
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Oy, emg f trouble, suffering

The definite article points to a particular 'Great
Tribulation' (cf. Dan 12:1).

gmlovay  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mlvve
wash

éhevkavav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl Aevkawvw
make white

néon Verb, aor act subj, 3s mnte fall
nAog, ov m the sun
Kavpa, Tog N heat

Revelation 7:17

For white or splendid robes as a picture of
righteousness see Is 61:10; Rev 3:4,5,18; 19:8.

411 10 dpviov 10 ava pécov Tod Bpovov
TOWOVET avToE, Kol 0dNyHoEL avTovg &t
Cofg mnyac vodtov: kol E&aleiyel O Beog mav
dapoov €k T@V 0QOuAUDY aOT@V.

aipa, atog f  blood

"The idea of making robes white by washing
them in blood is a striking paradox. It is the
sacrifice of the Lamb upon the cross which
supplies white garments for the saints."
Mounce.

The picture of robes washed in blood is a
complex one. It may owe something to the
ceremony by which the old covenant was
ratified and the blood of the covenant sprinkled
on the people, signifying their part in the
covenant and its benefits (Ex 24:8 — perhaps
combined with Ex 19 where the children of
Israel wash their garments in readiness for the
descent of the Lord on Sinai).

ava pesov among, between
nmowavel Verb, fut act indic, 3s mowawvo
keep sheep, tend as a shepherd

Revelation 7:15

"The idea of the Lamb as the shepherd of
God's flock is an intriguing exchange of roles.
Elsewhere in the writings of John, Christ is
pictured as the good shepherd (Jn 10:1-30;
21:15-17; cf. 1 Jn 3:16 with Jn 10:11). The
metaphor builds on the OT picture of God as
the shepherd of Israel. Such passages as Psalm
23:1 ('The Lord is my shepherd’) speak of the
gentle care and daily provision of the ancient
shepherd. God through Ezekiel tells of a
coming shepherd — 'my servant David' — who is
to tend his flock (Ezek 34:23). Christ is this
promised good shepherd." Mounce.

o TodT6 glov Evamiov Tod Bpdvov tod Beod,
Kol A0TPEVOLGY AVT® NUEPAS KO VOKTOG &V
@ vad odtod, Kol 0 kadnpevog €nt 10D
Bpdvov cknvmcel én’ adTodG.

odnyew lead, guide

Com, ng T life

mnyn, ng f spring, fountain
Vowp, Héatog N water

Aatpevw serve, worship
vk, voktog T night
voog, ob m temple, sanctuary

"In John's vision heaven itself is the sanctuary:
within, all God's children are worshipping
priests (1:6; 5:10)." Mounce.

Cf. Ps 36:8-9; Jn 4:14; 7:38. "As a fresh-water
spring in a semi-arid land would be to a
shepherd and his thirsty flock, so will be the
eternal presence of God to redeemed man in
his longing for spiritual wholeness.” Mounce.

oxnvow live, dwell

"For the tabernacle to be over his people is a
way of saying that the immediate presence of
God will shelter and protect them from all
harm (Isa 4:5-6). It is the fulfilment of the OT
promise that God will dwell in the midst of his
people (Ezek 37:27; Zech 2:10)." Mounce.

g€olelpm  wipe away, remove
daxpvov, ov N tear (asin weeping)

Revelation 8

Following the parenthesis of Ch 7 the drama
returns to the opening of the seventh and final
seal.

Revelation 8:1

Revelation 7:16

Koai dtav fjvoi&ev v oeppayida tnyv £dounyv,
€YEVETO G1YT| &V TO 0VPAVD (G THIDPLOV.

00 TEWAGoVoY £TL 000E dYNoOVGLY ETL, 0VOE
un méon €n’ adTovS O HA0g 0VOE TEV KADLLA,

"The eternal blessedness of the redeemed is
pictured in phrases drawn for the most part
from Isaiah's description of the exiles returning
from Babylon (Isa 49:10)." Mounce.

newoo be hungry

étu still, any more

dwynoovoty  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl dwyawm
be thirsty

otav when

avolyo see 5:2

oppayig, Wog T see 5:1

£Bdopog, n, ov  seventh

gyéveto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s ywopo
own,ng T silence

ovpavog, ov m heaven

fnuwpilov, ov n half an hour

A dramatic pause. Cf. Hab 2:20; Zeph 1:7-8;
Zech 2:13.

Cf. Mt 5:6.
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The seven trumpets and seven bowls in part
recapitulate the themes of the seven seals. But
it is not wise to seek to impose too rigid a
structure upon the book.

Revelation 8:2

Kad €160V ToVG £t Ayyélovg ol Evamiov Tod
Beod otracty, Kol £600ncav avTolg Entd
oGATLyYEC.

£mto. Sseven

The use of the definite article indicates
particular angels. Jewish tradition and
apocalyptic seems to have considered that
there were seven angels who stood in the very
presence of God and presented to him the
prayers of the saints (Tobit 12:15). These
seven angels are named in the book of Enoch.
Cf. 1sa 63:9; Lk 1:19.

va dwoel Toig TPocEVY IS TOV AyimV TAVI®V
'that he might add it to the prayers...' Some
suggest that the reference is to Christ and his
intercession. Mounce thinks it unlikely that
Christ would be referred to in such an
indefinite fashion. Witherington writes, "Does
the adding of incense by the angel mean that
the angel's prayers are being added to those of
the saints, or does the incense simply facilitate
the prayers of the saints reaching and being
acceptable to God? ... It seems likely that the
angel is seen as the saints presenting their
prayers to God. Once the prayers are offered,
they are just as quickly answered as the angel
becomes an avenging angel, casting coals from
the altar upon the earth."

Revelation 8:4

évomov see 7:9

¢otmkoow Verb, perf act indic, 3 pl ot
stand

€600noav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl didmwm

caAmé, 1yyog f trumpet

Kot avEPN 0 Kamvog TV BLUIUATOV TOTG
TPOCELYVIG TV AylmVv €K YOG TOD AyyElov
gvamov Tod Oeod.

These are trumpets which will herald the day
of God's wrath, Zeph 1:14-16 — like the
trumpets blown before the fall of Jericho.

Revelation 8:3

avépn  Verb, aor act indic, 3s avapawve go
up, ascend

Komvog, ov m  smoke

xewp, xewpog T hand

Revelation 8:5

Kai §Akog éryyehog R0y kol 8ot60n émi tod
Buclootpiov Eyav MPavatov xpvcodv, kai
€000 avT@® Bupudpata ToAAd tvo dOGEL TOlg
TPOGELYAIG TAV (yimv TAVTOV €Tl TO
BuclooTplov To XPLGoHV TO EVAOTIOV TOD
Opdvov.

Kol eiAneev 0 dyyelog tOv MPavotdv, Kol
€yEpioev anTov €K 10D TUPOg TOD
Bvclaompiov, kai EBakev gic Ty yijv: Kol
€yévovto Bpovtai Kol oval Kol Gotpomol Kol
e UOG.

dAAog, 1, o another, other

éotaBn Verb, 2 aor act indic, 3 s iotmut

Bvclaoprov, ov n altar

MBavetog, ov M censer, incense
container

xpvoovg, 1, ovv made of gold, golden

Buapa, atog N incense

npooevyn, ng T prayer

aywog, a, ov holy; oi ayior God's people

giAneev Verb, perf act indic, 3 s Aoppave

MBavmtog, ov m see v.3

veulo il

nop, og n fire

BoAlw throw, pour

gyévovto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 pl
YWopolL

Bpovtn, g f thunder

aotpann, ng T lightning

ogwouog, ov m earthquake

Similar to the scene in 5:8 which preceded the
opening of the seven seals.

Cf. Ex 19:16ff. "The action is somewhat
parallel to that of Ezekiel's vision in which a
man clothed in linen fills his hands with coals
of fire from between the cherubim and scatters
them over the city (Ezek 10:2-7). The prayers
of the saints play an essential part in bringing
the judgement of God upon the earth and its
inhabitants. The martyrs' plea in 6:10 ("How
long, O Master, the holy and true, dost thou
not judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the earth?") is here answered in part.'
Mounce.
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Revelation 8:6-11:19 — 7 Trumpets

"The second series of sevens centres around
the blowing of trumpets... The first four
[judgments announced by these trumpets] are
attacks on nature and the cosmos, the last three
are directed against wicked humanity — the
destroyers of the earth (11:18).

"Though these judgments are much more
fearsome than the seven seals, they are
balanced in a way the seals are not; namely,
there is an announcement of the coming
salvation as well. The trumpet scenes end in
joy with a virtual coronation scene, like in Rev
5. These judgments, however gruesome, are
not (at least in the case of the preliminary
ones) punitive or final but rather are
chastisements meant to lead humans to
repentance. John's ultimate aim is to proclaim
the calm and victory after the storm, though he
gives us the storm in graphic detail as well...
"Notice that while the first four judgments
affect the church [though are not directed
against it], the last three do not. The last three
are demonic attacks from which the church is
protected.” Witherington.

"The trumpet-plagues are directed against a
world adamant in its hostility toward God. As
the intensity of the judgments increases, so
also does the vehemence with which man
refuses to repent (9:20-21; 16:9, 11, 21). But
the trumpet judgements are not final. They
affect a significant proportion but not all of the
earth (one-third occurs twelve times in vss. 7-
12). Their purpose is not so much retribution
as to lead men to repentance. Like the
watchman and his trumpet in Ezekiel 33, they
warn the people of impending danger...

"As plagues preceded the release of the
children of Israel from their Egyptian masters,
so also will plagues precede the Exodus of the
church from hostile political powers. We are
dealing here with that montage of divine
judgments upon a recalcitrant world which
leads to the return of Jesus Christ as sovereign
Lord." Mounce.

Revelation 8:8

Revelation 8:6

Kai 0 dgvtepoc dyyehog éc0Amicey: Kol (G
Opog péya mopi koudpevov ERANon eig v
Bdhaoocav- kal £yéveto TO Tpitov THG
Bordoong oipo,

Kol ol énta dyyedot ol £yovteg TaG £mTa
GOATLYYOG IToipacay aDToVG iva GoATIc®mOY.

0pog, ovg N mountain, hill
koww light, keep burning, burn

£mto See v.2
gtowalm prepare, make ready
caAmlm sound a trumpet

Revelation 8:7

Kol 6 mpdrtog éodAmioey: Kol &yéveto yahola
Kol TOp pepypéva év aipott, Kol EBAN0T &ig
NV yijv- kol 10 tpitov T YT|g KoTekdm, Kol 10
Tpitov TV dEVOpV KaTEKAN, Kal ThG xOpTOg
YAOPOG KATEKAN.

The picture may have come from the eruption
of Vesuvius that destroyed Pompeii and which
had occurred less than 20 years before John
wrote the Apocalypse. But it clearly
"represents an eschatological judgement which
goes beyond any explanation in terms of
natural phenomena." Mounce.

Oolacoa, ng f sea

TpWTOG, M, ov  first
yarala, ng f hail

Witherington writes, "It is not clear whether
John envisions a sea full of blood, or just a
boiling blood-red sea."

"The first trumpet corresponds to some degree
with the seventh plague in Exod 9:23ff. except
that this hail is mixed with blood — a gruesome
rain indeed." Witherington.

Revelation 8:9

Kol améBave TO TPITOV TAV KTIGUATOV TOV &V
M Baddoon, Td Exovta yuyds, Kol 0 Tpitov
TV mAoiov dieedapnoav.

nop, og n fire

pepypéva Verb, perf pass ptc, fnoms &n
nom/acc pl pyvope mix, mingle

aipa, atog T blood

tpitog, n, ov third; 7o t. one third

A larger fraction than the effect of the seven
seals.

kotekan Verb, 2nd aor pass indic, 3 s
korokoiw burn, burn up, consume

devdpov, ov N tree

XOpTOC, OL M grass, vegetation, shoot

Y opog, o, ov green (pale)

anébavev Verb, aor act indic, 3s dmobvnokw
die

KTiopa, Tog N what is created, creature

yoyn, ne T life, 'soul’

mhowov, ov h boat, ship

depbapnoav Verb, 2nd aor pass indic, 3 pl
dwpdepw destroy, ruin

Revelation 8:10

Kai 0 tpitog dryyelog éodAmioey: Kai necev €k
70D 0VPAVOD ACTNP HEYOS KOLOUEVOG OG
AoUTAC, Kol Emecey €Ml TO TPiTOV TV TOTOUDY
Kol €1l TaG TNy TAV VOATOV.

génecev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s mutte fall
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aotp, epog M star
Ko See V.8
hopmac, adog f lamp, lantern

"The figure is that of a great meteorite set afire
as it plunges through the earth's atmosphere.
Like the blood-red storm and the burning
mountain, it is a symbol of divine visitation."
Mounce.

TOTONOG, OV M river, stream
myn, ng f spring, fountain; well
VOWp, OaTOG N water

Revelation 8:11

"The scene recalls the ninth Egyptian plague
with its thick darkness which spread over the
land for a period of three days (Ex 10:21-23).
Constant allusion to the Egyptian plagues is a
way of saying that in the last days God will
again bring punishment upon those hostile
powers which oppress his people. They are the
prelude to the great and final Exodus in which
the church is taken out of the world and enters
into the eternal presence of God." Mounce.

Revelation 8:13

Kol 10 dvopa ToD aoTtépog Aéyetar 0 Ayvloc.
Kai y£veto 10 Tpitov TV BOAT®V £lg dyvBov,
Kol ToAlol TV avOpdTeV dnébavov €k TdV
VoGTOV, T EMKkpavOncav.

ovopa, Tog N name
aywboc, oo m & f wormwood

Kai £180v, ko fjkovoa £vog deTod meTopévon
€V LEGOVPAVILLOTL AEYOVTOG QOVT] LEYAAN
Ovai ovai ovai ToVG Katotkodvtag mt THS Y
€K TV AOmdV eoVOV THS GOATLYYOG TAV
TPV AyYEA@V 1@V PeEALOVTOV GOATILEW.

A plant with a strong and bitter taste. For the
metaphorical use of this name cf. Prov 5:3-4;
Lam 3:19; Jer 9:15; 23:15 — the latter two
passages speak of drinking wormwood as
God's punishment on his people.

"Verse 13 serves as a transition between the
four plagues brought by God upon nature to
lead man to repentance and the subsequent
demonic woes in which man will be directly
subject to the forces of the abyss." Mounce.

anébavov Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3pl
amobvnoko die

gmxpavOnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
mkpowve make bitter; pass. become
bitter

gidov Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl opoam see
€lg, (o, €v gen évog, piag, £évog one, a
detoc, ov M eagle, vulture

"This contamination of the fresh water supply
recalls the first Egyptian plague in which the
water was turned to blood (Ex 7:20)." Mounce.

The message of doom is announced by a bird
of prey, cf. 19:17-18. Witherington suggests
that the bird spoken of here may be a vulture,
as in Luke 17:37; cf. also Hosea 8:1.

Revelation 8:12

netopon fly

pecovpavnua, Tog N mid-heaven, high in
the sky

ovar interj. woe! how horrible it will be!

Kol 0 tétaptog dyyerog EécdAmioey: Kol EXATYN
70 Tpitov 10D A0V Kol TO Tpitov Thg GEAVIG
Kol T0 TPiTtov TAV AcTEPOV, iva 6KOTIeOT TO
Tpitov a0T@®V Kol 1 NUEPa U eavn to Tpitov
avTiic, Kol 1 vO& opoimg.

The threefold 'woe' corresponds with the three
last trumpets.

TETOPTOG, M, ov  fourth

éniqyn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s mincow
strike, smite

n\og, ov M the sun

oelvn, ng f moon

okoticOfj Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s ckotilopon
be or become darkened

eavn Verb, aor act subj, 3s eawve shine,
give light

wvoé, voktog T night

opowwg likewise, in the same way

xotowkew live, settle, inhabit

Aowmoc, 1, ov rest, remaining, other

TPELC, TPLo. gen tpwov dat tpiow three

pelo (before an infin) be going, be about

Witherington comments, "Here and in the rest
of these plagues John has taken some of his
audience's worst fears and experiences of wars
and natural disasters and 'blown them into
apocalyptic proportions, and cast them in
biblically allusive terms. The point is not to
predict a series of events. The point is to evoke
the meaning of divine judgment which is
impending on the sinful world.' [Bauckham]"

Revelation 9:1

Kai 6 mépmrog &yyehoc E66ATIGEY: Kai 160V
aotépa €k T0D 0VPaVODd TENTOKOTA EIG TNV
Yiiv, Kai €360 avtd 1 Khelg 10D ppéatog Tiig
apoccov:

mepmtog, 1, ov  fifth
nemtokota  Verb, perf act ptc, macc s &n
nom/acc pl mnte fall
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|Cf. 1s 14:12; Lk 10:18.

€600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3s 61Wdwut
KAglg, edog T key

opeap, atog N well, pit

dpvocog, ov f abyss, world of dead

"As the children of Israel were protected from
the plagues which fell upon the Egyptians (Ex
8:22; 9:4,26; 10:23; 11:7), so also will the new
Israel escape the torments which are to arise
from the abyss." Mounce.

Cf. 20:1. Many see this as a reference to a
fallen angel or Satan, but Mounce argues that it
is more likely to be a divine agent, an angel
sent to open up the abyss.

Revelation 9:5

Revelation 9:2

Kot £600M avTolg tva Ui dmokTeivasty avTovg,
AL’ tva facavicOnoovtat uijvog Tévie: kol O
Bocaviopog antdv dg BPocavicOg GKOPTioV,

Otav maion dvOpomov.

Kol fjvoi&ev 10 epéap g afvocov, Kol avéPn
KOmVOG €K TOD QPENTOG MG KOTVOG KOUIVOD
HeYOANG, Kol £6K0TMON O HIA10¢ Kal O ATp €K
10D Kamvod Tod QPENTOG.

avolyo open

avépn  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s avapawve go
up, ascend

Komvog, o m  smoke

kauwog, ov f furnace

ueyac, ueyakn, peyo large, great

éoxotmBn see 8:12

NnAog, ov M see 8:12

anp, epog M air, space

Revelation 9:3

anoxtewo Kill, put to death

BacavicOnoovtar Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
Bacavilo torment

unv, unvog m month

nevte (indeclinable) five

Perhaps corresponding to the life-cycle of the
locust. The picture is one of limited or
constrained punishment (cf. the use elsewhere
in Revelation of Bacovilw and Bacaviopog).

Bacaviopog, oo M torture, torment
otav when
moww  strike, sting

Revelation 9:6

kol €k oD komvod EERfABoV akpideg gig v
Y1V, kai £666n avtoig éEovaia mg Egovoy
g€ovoiav ol okopmiot Tfig YAS.

Kol &v Taic Nuépaig Ekelvalg {ntioovcty ol
avBpwmot Tov Bdvatov Kai oV ) EDPNCOVCY
avTov, Kol Embopncovcy dmobavelv kol
@gvyeL 0 0GvoTog G’ avTAOV.

axpig, wog T locust, grasshopper

|Cf. Ex. 10:1-20; Joel 1:2-2:11.

é€ovoa, ag T authority, power
OKOpPTIOC, O M Scorpion

Revelation 9:4

Kol EppEdn avtaig tva pr| ddknoovsy Tov
YXOPTOV TH|G YTiG 0VOE TV YA®POV 0VOE TAV
S&vdpov, &l un Tovg AvOpdIToLg oitveg 0vK
&yovot TV cepayida tod Beod Emi TV
LETOTWV.

ékewog, N, o demonstrative adj. that, those
(ntew  seek, look for

Oavatog, ov m death

gvpoke find

émbupew long for, desire

arnobvnoxo die

eevyon flee

gppébn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3s Aeyw

"What a dramatic contrast to Paul's desire "to
depart and be with Christ" (Phil 1:23)! For
one, death leads to eternal blessing; for the
other, it is an 'escape’ from torment on earth to
torture in the lake of fire." Mounce.

This and €606 in the previous and following
verse "suggests that this plague, even though
demonic, is under the sovereign control of
God." Mounce.

Revelation 9:7

adikew harm

XOpPTOC, OL M grass, vegetation, shoot

yAwpog, o, ov green, green plant

devdpov, ov n tree

oftveg  Pronoun, m nom pl dotig, g, 6 T
who, which

oppayic, 1dog f seal, mark

uetmwnov, ov n forehead

Kol ta opoiopata tdv axpidwv dpoto tnrotg
NTOWAGUEVOLG €1 TOAEUOV, KOl ETTL TOG
KEPAAAS ODTAV MG GTEPAVOL OO0 YPVOD, Kol
T0 TPOGMTO. CVTAV OG TPOCOTA AVOPOTWV,

opowmpa, Tog n likeness
axpig, og f see v.3
opotog, o, ov like

innog, ov f horse

Cf. Joel 2:4.

fnrowacpévolg Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n dat
pl étowalw prepare, make ready

molepog, o m war, battle

kepain, ng f head

otePavog, ov M wreath, crown
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xpvoog, ov m gold

"They possess power to carry through their
mission to a victorious end." Mounce.

npoownov, ov n face

Revelation 9:8

Kad glyov Tpiyag hg Tpiyag yuvaukdv, Koi ol
000VTEC DTV MG AEOVTOV TGOV,

tpiyag Noun, acc pl 0pi&, tpiyog f hair
yovn, aikog T woman

| Maybe a picture of vitality.

6d0vg, 6dovtog M tooth
Aewv, ovtog M lion

|Cf. Joel 1.6.

Revelation 9:9

Kai glyov Bdpakac d¢ Ohpoxog o1dMpode, Kai
1N POV TAV TTEPVYOV AOTAOV DG POVT
apUaTOV (TTOV TOAADY TPEXOVTOV &ig
noAepov-

"Many commentators feel that the verse
contains a derogatory reference to the Greek
god Apollo and to those emperors who claimed
a special relationship with him. To name the
king of the underworld Apollyon would be a
cryptic way of saying that an emperor such as
Domitian who liked to be regarded as Apollo
incarnate was in reality a manifestation of the
powers of the underworld... The allusion is
strengthened by the observation that the locust
was one of the symbols of the god Apollo.
Beasley-Murray says that if John had in mind
that both Caligula and Nero aped the deity of
Apollo, and Domitian claimed to be his
incarnation, 'His last word about the fifth
trumpet was a master stroke of irony: the
destructive host of hell had as its king the
emperor of Rome." Mounce.

Revelation 9:12

Bwpak, axoc M breastplate, chest
onpovg, a, obv Mmade of iron

‘H oboi 1 pia anijAlev- idov Epyeton £t 6v0
ov0l [LETA TADTO.

|They are invulnerable.

ntepvé, vyog T wing
appa, tog n chariot
TpeY® run, exert oneself
TOAEUOG, OV M See V.7

Revelation 9:10

ovor see 8:13
€lg, (o, €V gen €vog, pag, Evog one
¢ still, yet

Revelation 9:13

Kol 0 €ktog dyyehog écdAmicey: Kai fjkovoa
eoVIv piav €k Tdv Kepdtev Tod Buctactnpiov
70D 1pLood Tod Evaniov Tod Ogob,

Kol EYouctv ovpag Opoiag oKopTiolg Kol
Kkévtpa, Kai &v Toig ovpaic avt®dv 1 £ovoia
avT®V AdIKTioUL TOVG AVOPOTOVS UiVaG TEVTE.

£ktog, M, ov  Sixth
teo60peC Neut teccopa gen tecoapwy  four

ovpa, ag f tail

Kevipov, ov n sting, goad
g€ovoua, ag T seev.3
adwkem see v.4

punv, unvog m- see v.5

Revelation 9:11

Textual evidence is evenly divided for the
inclusion and omission of teccapwv.

Kepog, atog N horn
Buclaotplov, ov N altar

Mounce argues that the voice comes not from
the horn(s) but from the altar itself.

gyovow én’ avT®V Pactiéa TOV dyyelov Tiig
apvccov- dvopa avtd ERpaioti ABadddv, Kai
&v i EMAvikt] 6vopa Exet AmoAAO®V.

ypvoovg, 1, oov made of gold, golden
gévomiov prep with gen before

Booidéa Noun, accs Pociievg, emg M King

Mounce (unlike Witherington) argues that this
is not the same as the angel that unlocked the
Abyss. This is a demonic leader.

‘EBpaictt in Hebrew or Aramaic
ABaddov m Abaddon, Destroyer (Hebrew
name of a demon transliterated into Greek)

"The voice could be that of the angel-priest of
8:3-5 who presented the prayers of the saints to
God upon the golden altar. Or it could be the
prayers themselves with their unified concern
for vindication (cf. 6:9). In either case John is
recalling the fundamental truth that the prayers
of God's people play an active role in the
eschatological drama.” Mounce.

Revelation 9:14

Cf. Job 31:12; 28:22; Ps 88:11; Prov 15:11.
Witherington argues that this "is just another
name for Hades, the land of the dead."”

‘EMmvikog, n, ov Greek (évn ‘E. in
Greek)
Amolvwv, ovogc m Destroyer

Aéyovta 16 EKT® ayyélm, O Exmv TV
obATyya: ADoov Tovg Técoapag AyyEA0VG
TOVG 0edEUEVOLC £l TG TOTOUD T UEYOAD
Edopdrn.

£Kt0G, M, oV Sixth
ocaimé, ryyog T trumpet
Ao loose, untie, release, set free
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There is considerable speculation concerning
the identity of these angels. Mounce is of the
view that they "appear to be in charge of the
limitless horde of demonic horsemen who ride
across the pagan world spreading terror and
death. They correspond to the king of the
locusts in 9:11 and like him seem to disappear
into the demonic forces they release."

Revelation 9:17

Kai oBTog €100V V¢ inmovg &v Tfi dpdost kai
TOVG KoONpévoug €n’ avT@v, £xoviag Ompakag
mupivoug kol Haxvlivoug kol Oeiddelc: kai ot
KeQoAOl TOV (Tnev Og keporol Aedviav, Kol
€K TOV GTOPATOV OVTOV EKTOPEVETIL TOP Kol
Kamvog kai Oglov.

dedepévoug  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc pl dsw
bind, tie
TOTOOG, OV M river, stream

The Euphrates was a natural boundary between
Israel and her enemies (cf. Gen 15:18; Deut
11:24; Josh 1:4; Is 8:5-8) and also later of the
Roman Empire. So Witherington comments,
"The location of these angels is significant, for
not only were the Romans frightened of the
Parthian hordes that might charge out of the
east, but the Jews were as well, for their
captors — both Babylonians and Assyrians —
had come from beyond the Euphrates.”

innog, ov f horse

opootg, ewg T vision

kofnuor  sit, sit down, live

Bwpag, okog m breastplate, chest

nopwog, n, ov fiery red, the colour of fire

vokwOwvog, ov m jacinth, hyacinth (a
precious stone, perhaps blue in colour)

Be1wdng, e¢  sulphur-yellow

The colours match the fire, smoke and
brimstone from the mouths of the horses.

Revelation 9:15

kai EAOOnoav ol téooapeg dyyeAot ol
nropacpévorl gig v dpav kol nuépav Kol
piva Kol éviantov, iva drnokteivaoty To tpitov
TOV AVOpOT®V.

kepoAn, ng f head

Aewv, ovtog m lion

otoua, Tog N mouth
ékmopgvopol go or come out
nop, og n fire

Kamvog, o m smoke

Ogiov, ov n sulphur, brimstone

A picture of demonic forces.

gnoBnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl 2w

nrowacpévolr  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
étoyal® prepare

opa, ag T hour, moment

unv, unvog m  month

éviovtog, ov m year

Revelation 9:18

Ao TOV TPV TANYAV T00T®V dnekTtdvincav
10 Tpitov TdV AvBpdT®V, £K TOD TLPOG KOl TOD
kamvod kol Tod Beiov 10D Ekmopgvopévon ek
TOV GTOUATOV aVT@V.

The angels have been prepared for this specific
moment. "All the forces of history are under
the sovereign control of God. He is the
Almighty One (1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 19:15; etc.)."
Mounce.

TPEIC, TPpLo. gen tpov dat tpiocwv three
minym, s f plague

The fire, smoke and brimstone are each
separate plagues.

arnoxtewvo Kill, put to death
Tp1tog, 1, ov  third

Revelation 9:16

anektvOnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
OTOKTEV®

Revelation 9:19

Kai O apBpog T@V GTPOTELHATOV TOD ITITIKoD
SLopLP1adEG LLPLAS®V: FIKOVGa TOV APLOUOY
anTAOV.

M yap €€ovoia T@V Mnv &v 1® oTONATL ADTOV
€0Tv Kol &V Taig 0Vpaic aOTOV: ol yop ovpal
avT®V Opotot SPecty, Exovcat KEQOAUG, Kol €V
avToig GdKoVoLy.

apBpog, ov m number, total
oTpaTevpa, Tog N troops, soldiers, army
inmucov, ov N cavalry, horsemen
dwopvpag, adog f twenty thousand
uopuag, adog f group of ten thousand

¢€ovota, ag T power

ovpa, ag T tail

opotog, o, ov like, of the same kind as
o015, emg M snhake, serpent

Perhaps another way of indicating their
demonic nature.

200 million! An immense force which no-one
can escape. Witherington comments, "probably
a larger number than the entire population of
those who lived in the Mediterranean
crescent!"

&povoar Verb, pres act ptc, f nom pl éyw
kepoAn, ng f head
adikew harm
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Witherington comments, "Again the author is
not describing what will happen but using
images to create a sense of the horrible nature
of undergoing God's wrath. In 12:9 Satan is
called the old serpent, which is probably an
indication of the demonic nature of these
creatures. The point is that God allows evil but
uses it for his own just purposes — he makes
the wrath of even Satan serve Him. That the
horses are harmful before and behind may also
be reminiscent of the Parthians, who shot both
going forward and turning around facing
backward."

Revelation 9:20

Kai ot Aowmol tdv dvOpdrov, ol odk
amexTavOnoav &v taic TANyoic TavTalg, 00dE
petevonoay €K TdV Epymv TdV YEPAOY AOTAV,
Vo 1 TPOGKLVAGOVGY TA SadVIo. Kol ToL
€idmAa T ¥pVGd Kol Té apyvpd Kol To YoAKA
Kol T AiBwva kai ta EOAva, 6 ovte PAEmElY
dvvavtol ovte dKovEW 0VTE TEPIMATETY,
Lowmog, 1, ov rest, remaining, other
amextavonoav see v.18

petavoe® repent

xew, xewpog f hand

npockuve® Worship

dawoviov, ov h demon

gidwiov, ov n idol

xpvoovg, n, oov made of gold, golden
apyvpoug, a, ovv made of silver

YaAKoc, ov M copper, brass, bronze
MBwoc, n, ovmade of stone

&vlwvog, 1, ov wooden

ovte Not, nor (ovte ... ovte neither ... nor)
Brenw see, look, be able to see, beware of
nepuote walk

| Cf. Deut 4:28; Ps 115:4-7; 135:15ff; Dan 5:23. |

Revelation 9:21

Kol 00 HETEVONOOV €K TV POVOV OOTAV 0VTE
€K TOV QopuaK®V adT®dV 0VTE €K Tiig Topveiog
aVT®V 0UTE €K TAOV KAEUUATOV OTAV.

@ovog, o m murder, killing

eopuakov, ov N witchcraft, sorcery

Cf. Gal 5:20; Rev 18:23; 21:8. Witherington
comments, "The use of witchcraft and potions
was part and parcel of pagan religion. It was
used to gain control of supernatural forces or
of events controlled by those forces."
nopveln, og T sexual immorality

KAeppa, tog N theft, robbery

"When men turn from the knowledge of God,
the path leads downward to idolatry and
immorality (cf. Rom 1:18-32)." Mounce.

Revelation 10 & 11

"between the sixth and seventh seal there was
an interlude consisting of two visions — the
sealing of the 144,000 (7:1-8) and the heavenly
multitude (7:9-17)... With the close of chapter
9 six of the seven trumpets have sounded.
Once again we encounter an interlude of two
related visions — the angel with the little book
(10:1-11) and the two witnesses (11:1-13).
These interludes are not so much pauses in the
actual sequence of events as they are literary
devices by which the church is instructed
concerning its role and destiny during the final
period of world history." Mounce.

Revelation 10:1

Kai £i6ov dAlov &yyelov ioyvpdv
katafaivovta €k Tod ovpavoD,
nep1BefAnuévov vepérny, koi 1 1pic &mi Thv
KEPAATV a0TOD, Kol TO0 TPOS®ROV aTod MG O
fA0g, kai ol Tddeg avTod MOG GTOAOL TVPOG,

ioyvpoc, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful
katofowveo come down, descend

Some suggest that the ‘angel’ is Christ, but
Mounce says that this must be rejected since
Christ never appears as an angel in Revelation.
Witherington writes that "we probably should
see this as the angel or messenger of Christ
who partakes of some of the features of Christ
mentioned in Rev 1."

nepPePanuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc &
n nom/acc s mepiBorlw clothe, dress

vepeAn, ng f cloud

ipig, 18og T rainbow; varicoloured halo

kepoAn, ng f head

npocwnov, ov n face, appearance

nAog, ov m the sun

movg, Todog m foot

otvhog, ov m pillar, column

nop, og n fire

"Farrar notes that the description of the angel
fits his message — the affirming of God's
fidelity to covenants (10:7): the bow reminding
of God's promise through Noah, the pillar of
fire God's presence in the wilderness, and the
scroll the tablets of stone." Mounce.

Revelation 10:2

Kol Exmv &v 1 xepl avtod Pifrapidiov
Nveypévov. kol £Bnkev Tov T0da adTod TOV
de&1ov énl tiig Bahdoomng, TOv 8¢ eddVVpoV €l
TS YIS,

xew, xewog f hand
Biprapidrov, ov n little book or scroll

| Cf. Ezek 2:8-3:3,

nvewyuévov Verh, perf pass ptc, maccs &n
nom/acc s dvory® oOpen
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| l.e. what it reveals is no secret.

gomxev Verb, aor act indic, 3 s tfnu place,
set

derog, a, ov right

Baracoa, ng f sea

gvovopog, ov left (hand side)

Revelation 10:6

A picture of immense size — and possibly
indicating the scope of the relevance of his
message.

kot dpocev @ {dVTL €ig TOVG aidvag TOV
AOVOV, 8g EKTIGEV TOV 0VPAVOV KOl TO &V
a0t Kol TV YAV Kol T v anTf Kod TV
Odhacoav kol T &v avti], 61t xpdvog ovKETL
gotar

Revelation 10:3

Kol Ekpa&ev emvi] peydin domep Aémv
pokdrot. kol 8te Ekpagev, ELGAncav ai Extd
Bpovtal 10g EavtdV POVAC.

dpoocev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s opvve and
ouvopr  swear, vow, make an oath

Cow live, be alive

aiov, aiovog m age, eternity

ko create, make

kpalw cry out, call out
Gomep as, even as, just as
Aewv, ovtog m lion
Hokoopot  roar

"The One who brought all things into being
can carry them through in fulfilment of his
redemptive purpose. The end of history, as was
the beginning, is under the sovereign control of
God." Mounce.

|Cf. Hos 11:10; Amos 3:8.

ote conj when

Modew speak, talk

énto seven

Bpovtn, ng f thunder

gowtog, €avtn, éavtov  him/herself, itself

ypovog, o m time, period of time
ovkett adv  no longer, no more
gotan Verb, futindic, 2's el

I.e. no more delays of God's judgement — not
that time itself will be swept away.

Revelation 10:7

"Premonitions of God's anger about to burst
forth in judgement.” Beckwith. (Cf. 8:5; 11:19;
16:18).

Revelation 10:4

AN’ €v Talg fuépoug Tig ewviic Tod £RAoHoV
ayyéhov, dtav péAAN calmiletv, kol EteAécOn
7O puoTnplov Tod Bgod, Mg EONYYEMGEY TOVG
£00TOD S0VAOVG TOVG TPOPNTUC.

kai 6te EAGANcav ai Enta Bpovtai, fjueArov
YPaoew: kai frovoa oV €k T0D 0VPavoD
Aéyovoav: Zepayicov d EAGANcOV ol EnTa
Bpovtad, kai pn avtd ypayngs.

flueAdov Verb, imperf act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
pedko be going, be about

YpOO® Write

oppayl’m seal, secure with a seal

£Bdopog, n, ov  seventh

otav when

caAimi® sound a trumpet

gtedécOn  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s 1ehew
complete, finish, fulfill, carry out

puonpov, ov N secret, mystery

Contrast 1:9. Mounce suggests that the seven
thunders, "like the seals and trumpets, formed
another series of warning plagues. Man's
adamant decision not to repent (9:20-21)
would render another series useless. Possibly it
is too late to record any further warnings... In
the verses which immediately follow, an angel
under oath will declare that there shall be no
further delay (vss 5-7)."

God's plans for the consummation of human
history encompassing both the salvation of his
people and the judgement of sinners (cf. Eph
3:1-6; Rom 11:25; 1 Cor 15:55; 2 Thess 2:7).
In summary, it is God's purpose to establish his
kingdom (Mt 6:10; Rev 11:15).

evayyeMlo act. and midd proclaim the
good news
dovloc, ov m slave, servant

|Cf Amos 3:7.

Revelation 10:8

Revelation 10:5

Kai O dyyehog, Ov gldov Eotdto &mi THC
Boldoong kai émt TG YT, Npev TNV XElpa
avToD TV de&1av €ig TOV 0VPAVOV,

Kai 1 povn fiv fikovca €k 100 ovpavod, Toi
AoroDoav pet’ €uod kai Aéyovoav: “Ymaye
AGPe 10 BipAiov TO vemyuévov &v Tij xepi 100
ayyélov tod £ot@Toc £mi Tiig Baldoong kai Eml
TG 7S

éot®ta Verb, perf act ptc, n nom/acc pl
iotnu stand
npev Verb, aor act indic, 3s cipo raise

Cf. Gen 14:22-23. The lifting of the hand was
part of making an oath.

molv - again, once more

Aododoav Verb, pres act ptc, facc s Aakew
vmayw go, go one's way, depart

MaBe Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s Aappoave
Biprov, ov n book, scroll

nveoyuévov See v.2
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éotdtog Verb, perfact ptc, mgens ioctnu
see v.5

Revelation 10:9

Kol arfiAbo Tpog TOV dyyelov Aéy@v avtd
dobvai pot o Piprapidov. kol Aéyet pot AdPe
Kol katdeoye antod, Kol TIKPAVEL GOV TNV
Koiav, AL’ v Td otopaTi Gov oot YAUKD
OG HEM.

aniidda  Verb, 2 aor act indic, 1 s dmepyopan
dodvai Verb, aor act infin d1dmpu

Cf. Ezek 2:8-3:3, see also Jer 15:16ff.

kotaeaye Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
katecthw eat up

mkpavel Verb, futact indic, 3 s mkpawve
make bitter

koo, ag f stomach

otopa, Tog N mouth

goton Verb, fut indic, 3 s &

YAVKUG, €10, V  Sweet

pel, rtog N honey

Cf. Ps 119:103. The scroll is sweet to the
mouth because it is the word of God. It is bitter
to the stomach because it speaks of the trials
that God's people must face before they enter
glory (Ch 11).

Revelation 10:10

kai EAafov 10 PiPrapidtov €k Thg xepoOg T0D
ayyérov Kol KoTépoyov adTd, Kol fv &v T
OTOLOTL LoV MG PEAL YAVKD- Kol Ote Epayov
av10, EmKpavin 1 Kotkia pov.

ote conj when

Epayov Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3pl écbw
and écbo  eat

gmupavOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s mkpave
see v.9

Revelation 10:11

Kai Aéyovoiv potr A€l og moAv TpopnTEdGAL
€mi Aaoig kol EBveoty kal yAdoooig Koi
Booiledov TOAAOTC.

der impersonal verb it is necessary

oe Pronoun, accs ov

ToAv  See V.8

Aoog, oo m people, a people

gbveswv  Noun, dat pl €8vog, ovg n nation
vAwooa, ng f tongue, language
Baothevg, emg M King

Revelation 11

Mounce, and others, consider chapter 11 to
correspond to the contents of the little book of
chapter 10. This chapter is particularly difficult
to interpret.

Witherington comments, "Koester suggests
that in Rev 11 we have an overture to the last
half of the book, introducing us in summary
form to the conflict between God's people and
the Beast that is recounted in Rev 12-19."

Revelation 11:1

Kai £566m pot kéhapog épotog papdm, Aéymv:
"Eyepe kai pétpnoov tov vadv tod Beod kai 1o
Buclaotiplov Kai Tovg TpookvVODVTaG £V
avT®.

£€600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s d1dmp
Kkokapog, ov m reed, measuring rod
opotog, a, ov like

pafdog, ov f stick, rod, sceptre
gyelpo  raise

UETpE® Measure

vaog, ov m temple, sanctuary

"The measuring of the temple is a symbolic
way of declaring its preservation. The
background is probably Ezekiel 40-42 where
the prophet in a vision watches every part of
the temple measured with painstaking care."
Mounce. Mounce considers the temple to be a
picture of the church and its measuring to be
equivalent to the sealing of 7:1-8. "God will
give spiritual sanctuary to the faithful believers
against the demonic assault of the Antichrist."”
Witherington thinks that Joh's use of vaoc,
which means the inner sanctuary rather than
the temple complex, also supports the idea of
protection.

Bucwotnpov, ov n altar
npookvvew worship

Revelation 11:2

Kol TV oAV v EEmBev 100 vaod EkPale
£EmBev, Kol pun avTnv petpriong, 6t £660n toig
£€Bveotv, kal TV TOAWV TV Ayiav TaTHooVoLY
pfvog teccepakovta dVo.

avAn, ng f court, courtyard

¢€wbev adv & prep outside

gxPare Verb, aor act imperat, 25 ékBaiim
throw out, cast out

€600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s s

£0veotv  Noun, dat pl é6voc, ovg n nation; ta
¢. Gentiles

"The distinction between the sanctuary and the
outer court is a way of pointing up the
limitations placed upon pagan hostility (cf.
Morris...). It may physically decimate the
witnessing church (in 11:7 the two witnesses
are killed), but it cannot touch the real source
of life (the witnesses are raised and ascend to
heaven; 11:11-12)." Mounce.

nohg, ewg f  city, town
aywc, a, ov holy

|Another designation for the church.
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notem trans trample

unv, unvog m month
tecoepakovto  forty

dvo gen & acc dvo dat dvoiv two

"The temporal designation of forty-two months
(11:2; 13:5) is also given in Revelation as 1260
days (11:3; 12:6) and 'a time, and times, and
half a time' (12:14). Its primary reference is to
the period of Jewish suffering under the Syrian
despot Antiochus Epiphanes in 167-164 BC. It
became a conventional symbol for a limited
period of time during which evil would be
allowed free rein. In Luke 21:24 it is called
'the times of the Gentiles'." Mounce.
Witherington comments, "The reference to
forty-two months comes from Daniel and is
just another way of rendering the period of
three and a half years, that final penultimate
period before the end of history."”

Revelation 11:3

Kol dDo® 101G Susiv HapTLGIV Hov, Kol
TPOPNTEVCOVSLY NUEPAS YIAMOG dLKOGTOG
g&nkovta, mepePAnpUévol GaKKOLGC.

dwow Verb, futact indic, 1s b

dvo gen & acc 6vo dat dvov two

paptug, poptopog dat pl poptocy m
witness

The two witnesses are modelled upon Moses
and Elijah (cf. 2 Kings 1:10ff; 1 Kings 17:1;
Ex 7:14-18; 8:12). They are a symbol of the
witnessing church. Witherington thinks that
the reference may be to two specific churches
that are undergoing persecution and even
martyrdoms — for instance, Smyrna and
Philadelphia.

yiMog Noun, nom s or Adjective, f acc pl
yaag, adog f a thousand

dwkootoy, o, o two hundred

é€nrovto  Sixty

nepiPePAnuévor  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
neppario put on, clothe, dress

ocakkoc, oo M sackcloth, mourning dress

Cf. Zech 13:4. Their message is a call to
repentance and is reflected in their dress.

Revelation 11:4

Obroi glow ai dHo Ehaion kai ai §Ho Avyviar ai
Evamov Tod Kupiov TG YTig £0TATEC.

éhoua, ac f olive tree
Myvia, ag f lampstand

A symbol of the church in chapter 1.
Witherington adds, "The witnesses are called
olive trees for they carry in them the fuel by
which the candlestick could be lit."

évomwov prep with gen before
éotdteg Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl ictnu

Cf. Zech 4. "By these two metaphors John is
emphasizing a truth concerning the church
which has always been true but is especially
appropriate in times of persecution — that the
power and authority for effective witness lie in
the Spirit of God." Mounce. Cf. Zech 4:6.

Revelation 11:5

Kot €1 Tig avTovg BéNeL ddikfioat, THp
EKTTOPEVETAL €K TOD GTOUATOG OOTAV Kol
kateabigt Tovg ExBpovg anT@V: Kol €1 Tig
Belon adTovg adikijoat, oVTmg OET aNTOV
amoktovofvat.

Oehw wish, will

adikem wrong, harm

mop, og n fire

ékmopevopal  go or come out
otoua, Tog N mouth
kateoto eat up, devour

Cf. 2 Kings 1.

€x0pog, a, ov enemy

ovtg adv. thus, in this way

det impersonal verb it is necessary
arnoxtewo Kill, put to death

Revelation 11:6

obtot &yovoty T éEovaiay KAeloot TOV
oVpovoV, tva ur VETOG PPéym TOG NUEPOS TTG
wpognteiag adtdv, kKol E&ovaiav Exovoty ént
6V VOATOV GTPEPEY aDTA £I¢ AL Kol
matdEon Vv yijv "€v mhon TAnyf 0cdKig Eav
felcooty.

€€ovota, ag f authority, power
Kieww shut, shut up, lock
VETOG, 0L M rain

Bpeyw rain, send rain, wet

|Cf 1 Kings 17:1; Jas 5:12-18.

otpepm turn
aipa, atog f  blood

| Cf. Ex 7:20.

natacom  Strike
mnyn, ng f plague, misfortune

|Cf. Ex8:12.

ocakig adv. as often as; ocoakic Eav
whenever

"God's servants in the new dispensation have
just as great resources as did Moses and Elijah
in the old." Morris.

Revelation 11:7

Kai 8tav tehéocwoty TV paptupiov adtdv, To
Onpiov 10 dvaPaivov €k Tiig afvccov Totoel
peT’ aOT®dV TOAEUOV KOl VIKIGEL ADTOVG Kol
GmoKTEVET ATOVC.

otav when
telem complete, finish
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paptopua, ag f testimony, witness
Onplov, ov n animal, beast
avofove come up, ascend

Mounce says this is "the major antagonist of
the church in the last days ... the Antichrist."

molepog, ov M war, battle

Supports the view that the witnesses are not
individuals but a picture of a large group.

VviKo®w conqguer, overcome
danoxtevel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s dnoxtewvm
kill, put to death

Revelation 11:8

Kol T0 TTdpo oOTdV €l THG TANTEING THG
TOAEMG TH|G LEYAANG, TITIG KAAETTOL
TVELLOTIKADG XOdoa. kol ATyvrtog, 67ov Kol 0
KOpLog avTdV EoTanpdo.

ntoua, To¢ N body, corpse

mhatewa, ac T wide street

noMg, eog T city, town

ootig, ftig, 6 1 Who, which
nvevpatikeg  Spiritually, symbolically
Yodoua, v N Sodom

onov adv. where

otavpow  Crucify

Mounce says that the reference is to Rome.
"The witnesses meet their death at the hands of
the Antichrist, whose universal dominion was
in John's day epitomised by the power of
Rome. The inclusion of a reference to the
crucifixion is not to identify a geographical
location but to illustrate the response of
paganism to righteousness." Witherington,
however, writes, "We must see the reference to
Sodom and Egypt as a statement about the
spiritual status of Jerusalem. It was a city
occupied and, in fact, trampled underfoot in
AD 95 by Gentiles. 'Sodom' was a prophetic
title for Jerusalem that implied its judgment (Is
1:9-10; Jer 23:14; Lam 4:6). In other words it
is a place of oppression, slavery and gross
immorality." Morris thinks that the great city is
"every city and no city. It is civilized man in
organized community."

Revelation 11:9

Kol BAETOVGY €K TMV AadV Kol pUAGY Kol
YAOGG®Y Kol E0vAV TO TTAUA OTOV NUEPAS
TPETS Kad LoD, Kol Td TTdRTe 0dTdY 00K
agpiovoty tedijvar gig pvijua.

Brenw see, look

Aoog, oo M people

oo, ng T tribe, nation

yhoooa, ng f tongue, language
€0vog, ovg N nation

TpELG, Tplo. gen tplwv dat tpow three
NuoLe, €10, v gen Muicsovg half

The three and a half days of their public
exposure corresponds to the three and a half
years of their ministry.

ntope, To¢ 1 body, corpse

apiovowv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl aeum
allow

teffjvar  Verb, aor pass infin tifnu place

puvnuo, tog f tomb, grave

Witherington comments, "“That the bodies of
the witnesses were not allowed to be buried
was considered in the ancient near east the
ultimate way to disgrace or shame someone
(see Isa 5:25; Ps Sol 2:30 ff.)."

Revelation 11:10

kai o1 katotkodvTeg €mi Tiig YTig yoipovoty €n’
avToig Kol gvEpaivovTal, Kol ddPO TERYOVCLY
dAAAo1C, BT1 ovTOL Oi §00 TPOPTiTOn
€Bacdvicay Tovg Katokodvtag Eml TG YiG.

kotowkew live

|The unbelieving world.

yopw rejoice, be glad

gvepaivovtar Verb, pres midd/pass indic, 3 pl
gvppovo make glad; pass be glad

dwpov, ov n gift

nepno send

aAAnlov, o1g, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

| Cf. Esth 9:19,22.

Bacavitw torment, disturb

"The world has always shown its hostility to
the message of God — a truth which ought to
give some concern to the contemporary church
existing for the most part rather comfortably in
a world of increasing wickedness." Mounce

Revelation 11:11

Kot peta tag tpeig fuépog Kol fjov Tveduo
Cofg €k ToD Beod giofjAbBev &v avtoic, Kol
gotnoav &nl Tovg mOdag LTV, Kol pOog
péyog énénecey €ml oL Dewpodvrag avTovg:

Com, g T life
elofiM0ev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s eioegpyopon

enter

|Cf. Ezek 37.

gotnoav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl ioctnm
stand

n6dag Noun, acc pl movg, modog m  foot

@ofog, oo m fear

énémeoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s émmmnto
fall upon, come upon

feopem see, watch, observe
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"Since murder is the last resort of man, what
can be done about those who rise from the
dead! The resurrection of the church is a sure
indication that God possesses the ultimate
authority over life and death."” Mounce.

Revelation 11:12

Kol fiKovoay emVIG HeYdAng £k ToD ovpavod
Leyovonc avtoic Avapate Ode, kai dvépnoav
€1G TOV ovpavoVv &v Ti] vepél, kai EBedpnoav
avTovg ol £x0poi avTdv.

avépate Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
avapawveo come up, ascend

®de adv here

vepein, ng f cloud

Echoes of what is said of Elijah in 2 Kings
2:11. A sign of God's vindication of his
witnesses.

&xBpog, o, ov enemy

Revelation 11:13

Kai év €xelvn T dpa éyéveto oelopdg Péyac,
Kol T0 OEKATOV TTiG TOAEMG EMETEY, KOl
amextavnoay €v @ celopud ovopoTo
avOpdOTOV YIAMadeg EnTd, Kal ol Aotrol
gnpoPor Eyévovto kai Edwkav 06&av @ Oed
70D 0VpOVOD.

Some think that this is repentance and even
conversion. Mounce says, "Kiddle is correct in
his view that in that day 'the great mass of
mankind will have committed the
unpardonable crime of deifying evil.' They
give glory to God 'when they are compelled by
overriding terror to recognize that the true
Lord is Christ and not Antichrist'." On the
other hand, Fiorenza writes, "It is crucial to
recognise that Revelation's rhetoric of
judgment expresses hope for the conversion of
nine-tenths of the nations in response to
Christian witness and preaching. Otherwise,
one will not understand that the author
advocates a theology of justice rather than a
theology of hate and resentment.” Similarly,
Koester points out the contrast when one
compares 1 Kings 19:18 to Rev 11:13. In the
former, all but 7,000 embrace idolatry, in the
latter all but 7,000 glorify God. "The
conversion of the nations, rather than their
destruction is God's will for the world."

Revelation 11:14

‘H ovai 1 devtépa dnijAbev- idov 1 ovai 1)
Tpitn Epyeton Tay.

gkewog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that

opa, ag T hour, moment

&yévero Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s ywopou
oewopog, ov m earthquake

Cf. Ezek 38:19-20; Zech 14:5.

ovar woel

devtepog, a, ov second

Tprrog, 1, ov  third

tayv adv quickly, without delay, soon

Revelation 11:15-19

dexatog, n, ov tenth

gnecev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s mnte fall,
fall down

anextvOnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
amokTEWV® See V.7

ovoua, ToG N name, person

yag, adog f a thousand

énta. seven

lowmoc, 1, ov rest, remaining, other

gueopoc, ov full of fear

gdwkav Verb, aor act indic, 3pl s

doka,ng f glory

The remainder of chapter 11 is a "summary of
all that is still to come" Barclay.

Revelation 11:15

Kai 0 €Bdopog dyyehog EcGAmicey: kail
€YEVOVTO VOl HeYaAat &v T® ovpave
Aéyovteg: ‘Eyévero 1 Baciieio ToD kOGHOL TOD
Kupiov AV Kol ToV ¥ptoTod avTod, Kol
Boaotledoet gig TOVG aidVIC TOV AiDVOV.

£Bodopog, n, ov  seventh
colmiiw sound a trumpet
Koopog, o m world
Baciievw rule, reign

"Glasson refers to the common saying, 'It's all
over bar the shouting,’ and remarks that the
only difference is that the shout of victory has
already begun... During his earthly ministry
Jesus had resisted the tempting offer of Satan
to hand over the kingdoms of this world in
exchange for worship (Mt 4:8-9). Now this
sovereignty passes to him as a rightful
possession in view of the successful
completion of his messianic ministry."
Mounce.
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Revelation 11:16

Kot ol gikoot téooapeg mpecPitepot ot
évomiov tod B0l kabnpevor Erl Tovg BpdvouG
anT@®V Emecay £l 10 TPOCOTO. AVTOV Kol
TPOGEKHVIIGOV TQ) O,

eoPeopon fear, reverence

gikool twenty

te000apeg Neut tecoapa gen teccapov  four

évomiov prep with gen before

Kkofnuot sit, sit down

Bpovog, ov m throne

éneoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mte fall,
fall down

npoownov, ov n face

npockuve® Worship

"A reasonable translation would be, 'To thy
servants the prophets, and to the saints — those
who fear thy name, both small and great.’
There are two groups (prophets and saints),
who are further described as fearing the name
of God. This arrangement holds intact the
expression 'thy servants the prophets' (which
occurs again at 10:7) and joins to it a second
group (the saints) as in 16:6 (‘the blood of the
saints and prophets'’), 18:24 (order reversed),
and 22:9 (‘the prophets and ... them that keep
the words of this book' — that is, saints)."
Mounce.

Cf. 4:10; 5:8,14; 19:4.

Revelation 11:17

wikpog, a, ov little, small, insignificant
SwpOeipon  Verb, aor act infin SiapBepw
destroy, ruin

Aéyovtec: Evyapiotodpév cot, kdpte, 0 Bedg, 6
TAVTOKPATOP, 0 OV Kai O NV, 6Tt elneag v
dvvopiv cov TV peydiny koi épacilevcog.

evyoprotem thank, give thanks
TaVTOKpOT®P, 0pog M Almighty

Cf. 2 Thess 1:6-7. A reference here to the
Roman empire of John's day. "The wrathful
ones will receive wrath, and the destroyers will
be destroyed." Witherington.

Cf. 1:8; 4:8. "In the same two passages, as well
as in 1:4, he is the one who is, who was, and
who is to come. In the present verse (and in
16:5) the third member is omitted because his
coming is no longer seen as future. Already he
has come and entered upon his reign."
Mounce.

Revelation 11:19

Kai nvoiyn 6 vaog tod 00D 6 &v @ ovpavd,
kot AEON M KiPmTOg TG d100M KNG 0O TOD €V TQ
va@® odtod: Kol £yEVovTo AoTpomol Kol goval
kai Bpovtal kol oelopog kol yoAalo peydan.

eilnepag Verb, perf act indic, 2 s Aaufovm

The perfect indicates a permanent taking of
power.

duvapug, emg f power
Bactlevw see v.15.

Revelation 11:18

Kai T E0vn dpyicOnoav, kol NAOv 1 dpyh Gov
Kol O Koupog TV vekp®dv kp1dijvar kai dodvar
TOV Hebov 10ig 600A01G GOV TOTG TPOPNTOIG
Kol 101G ayiolg kol Toig PoPovpévorls To dvoud
00V, TOVG KPOVG KOl TOVG PeyEAovs, Kol
SapBeipot Tovg drapbeipovtag TV yijv.

"Verse 19 is a response to the hymn of praise
in verses 17 and 18. The ark of the covenant
corresponds to the rewarding of the faithful,
and the cosmic disturbances to the outpouring
of God's wrath." Mounce. Witherington adds,
"The ark was the locus of God's Word and his
presence, and, in apocalyptic vision, it is quite
proper to stress the heavenly nature of these
things. It is accompanied by the usual signs of
theophany and of God coming down, which is
the ultimate event."

g€6vn  Noun, nom & acc pl €6vog, ovg n
nation, people; ta €. Gentiles
opyicOnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
opywopar be furious, be angry
opyn, ng f wrath, anger

nvoiyn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s dvoryw
open

vaog, ov m temple, sanctuary

&ebn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s dpow trans
see; pass. appear

kipotog, ov f ark, box

dwfnkn, ng covenant

|Cf. Ps 2:2,5,12.

Kopog, ov M time, appointed time
vekpog, o, ov dead
kpOijvon  Verb, pres pass infin kpwo judge

Both the blessing of his people and the
judgement of rebels proceed from the covenant
faithfulness of God (cf. 16:1). "This vision
promises God will be faithful to his Word and
maintain fellowship with his covenant people."”
Witherington.

The triumph of God's wrath is proclaimed in
14:10-11; 16:15-21 and 20:8-9.

dodvar verb, aor act infin 3w
wcsbog, ov m pay, wages, reward
dovlog, ov m slave, servant
aywog, a, ov holy

aotpann, ng T lightning, ray
Bpovtn, g f thunder
ogwouog, ov m earthquake
yorala, ng f hall

These events recall the giving of the law at
Sinai.
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Postscript

Revelation 12

Witherington speaks of the book of Revelation,
in common with all apocalyptic literature, as
'resistance literature.' He comments that it
needs to be read as such. It is a call to active
but nonviolent resistance to the oppressive
powers that be, a resistance that involves
witness to Jesus Christ as supreme Lord,
witness which leads both to the extension of
his kingdom but also to persecution, even to
the point of death. Prayer also plays a vital part
for it is a cry to God for justice, for him to
vindicate his oppressed people.

Witherington comments, "Sometimes there has
been an overreaction to this particular section
of Revelation, and in some quarters judgment
has been banished as a topic of Christian
discourse or belief. In protest against the latter
H. Richard Neibuhr once wrote that the
essential message of liberal protestantism was,
‘A God without wrath brought me without sin
into a kingdom without judgment through the
ministrations of a Christ without the cross.' ...
It needs to be recognised that a God without
judgment is also a God who does not care
about justice, which is to say a God who is
neither holy nor righteous nor fair. According
to John and other NT writers, God's love is a
holy love, and therefore it could not neglect the
issues of justice and fairness. If one is a
persecuted believer, one could easily say that
for God to neglect justice or judgment would
not be a loving thing to do. God must in the
end vindicate not only his own people but the
divine nature itself, or people will never
recognise the full character of God, nor will
God's plan for the rectification of a lost world
come to fruition."

"Before the seven last plagues of chapter 16, in
which the wrath of God is finished (15:1), John
turns aside to explain the underlying cause of
the hostility about to break upon the church.
During his earthly ministry Jesus had warned,
'If they persecuted me, they will persecute you'
(Jn 15:20). It is the age-long conflict between
God and Satan which accounts for the
persecution the church is to experience.
Although the crucial battle was won when
Christ arose victorious over death and the
grave, the adversary continues his struggle.
Cast down from heaven and knowing that his
time is short (12:12), Satan turns in rage
against the faithful who 'keep the
commandments of God, and hold the
testimony of Jesus' (12:17). By laying bare the
root cause of the persecution John would
encourage believers to hold fast in the coming
tribulation. The death struggle of a defeated
foe will bring severe tribulation, but the
outcome is certain — God will come in
judgement to destroy his enemies (chapters 15-
19) and reward his own (chaps. 20-22)."
Mounce.

Mulholland describes the conflict between God
and Satan using the imagery of chess: "At a
certain point in many chess games, the one
who ultimately wins makes a move that sets
the mating net. That is, from that point on the
outcome of the game is a foregone conclusion.
There may be as many as ten or fifteen or even
more moves left before the final checkmate
move that seals the victory. During these
endgame moves the loser is still playing the
game, still capturing pieces from the winner.
But inexorably, unavoidably, finally the
winner makes the checkmate move and the
loser is defeated... Often the move that sets the
mating net is costly, a sacrificial move that
lures the loser into a trap. The winner may
sacrifice the most valuable piece in the game,
appearing to insure defeat."”

Witherington shows how the author draws on a
range of conflict myths from Babylon, Egypt
and Greece in chapter 12. He comments, "One
gets the feeling that in apocalyptic prophecy all
sources are fair game so long as they can be
appropriately modified. Here, then, we have an
example of 'plundering the Egyptians’, so to
speak." He also quotes Giblin who writes,
"John produces a distinctively Christian
perspective both from biblical and from pagan
mythological language. Christianity reworks
its biblical heritage and transforms pagan
material in line with its own aim of
communicating truth in its cultural context. Its
tendency to inculcate the Gospel without
adulterating it is as old as the NT itself."
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Revelation 12:1

Kot onpeiov péya debn &v 1@ odpavd, yovn
nepPePAnuévn tov fiAov, kai 1) GeEAnvn
VIOKAT® TMV TOd®DV aVTHG, Kol £ THg
KEPOATIC AOTTG OTEQOVOG AGTEP®V dMDIEKA,

tekelv  Verb, aor act infin tikto bear, give
birth to, produce

Revelation 12:3

onueov, ov N miraculous sign, sign
Aeon see 11:19
yovn, aikog T woman

Kot HEON GALo onueiov v 1@ ovpovd, Kai
00V dpaKmv pEYAS TUPPAG, EXDV KEQUAAS
EMTO Kol KEPATA dEKA Kol £ TG KEPOAAG
avTol £mTh dladMpaTa,

"The woman is not Mary the mother of Jesus
but the messianic community, the ideal Israel.
Zion as the mother of the people of God is a
common theme in Jewish writings (Isa 54:1...
cf. Gal 4:26). It is out of faithful Israel that
Messiah will come. It should cause no trouble
that within the same chapter the woman comes
to signify the church (v. 17). The people of
God are one throughout all redemptive history.
The early church did not view itself as
discontinuous with faithful Israel.” Mounce.
Witherington draws attention to Isa 66:6-9 and
argues that "mother Zion is in view or, as Paul
would put it, the New Jerusalem, which is our
mother (Gal 4:26)."

é\og, n, o another, other
dpakwv, ovtog m dragon (figurative term
for the Devil)

The 'old serpent’, the Devil or Satan (cf. v.9
and 20:2). In the OT the picture is used of the
enemies of God's people (Is 27:1; Ezek 29:3).

moppog, o, ov red, fiery red

|Symbo|ising his murderous character.

kepoin, g f head
énto seven
Kepog, atog N horn
deko ten

Cf. Dan 7-8 where it refers to the nations.

dwdnua, tog N diadem, crown

nepPePAnuévn  Verb, perf pass ptc, f nom s
nepiParlie put on, clothe, dress

Nn\og, ov M the sun

oeinvn, g f moon

vmokatm prep with gen under, beneath

novg, todog m foot

kepoAn, ng f head

oTEQPOVOC, O M wreath, crown

aotnp, Epog M star

dwdexa twelve

"Crowns of arrogated authority" Hendriksen.
The numbers symbolise universal power.

Revelation 12:4

Kol 1) 00pa aTod cHpEL TO TPiTOV TAV ACTEPMV
70D 0VpavoD, Kol EBokev aOTOVG €ig TNV YTjv.
Kol O dpakmv EGTNKEV EVOTIOV TH|G YOVOLKOG
TG peArovong tekely, tva dtav tékn To Tékvov
aOTHG KOTAPAYT.

"As God covers himself 'with light as with a
garment' (Ps 104:2), so the woman is arrayed
with the sun. The world may despise the true
Israel and hold it in lowest esteem, but from
God's point of view she is a radiant bride (cf.
Jer 2:2). She stands as an obvious contrast to
the scarlet whore of chapter 17. The moon
beneath her feet speaks of dominion, and the
crown of twelve stars depicts royalty."
Mounce.

ovpa, ag f tail

ocvpw drag, drag away, sweep down
tprrog, 1, ov  third

BoAlw throw, throw down

Cf. Dan 8:10. "emphasises the tremendous size
and awesome power of the dragon.” Mounce.

Revelation 12:2

Kai &v yaotpl Egovca: Kal kKpalel d@divovoa
Kol facaviopévn TEKEV.

iotnu stand

gévomiov prep with gen before

uelo (before an infin) be going, be about

TEKEV  See V.2

otav when

tékn  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s TiKT®

tekvov, ov n child

kotopdyn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s karectim
eat up, devour

vootpi Noun, dats yaotnp, tpoc f womb;
&v yaotpt éx® be pregnant

kpalw cry out, call out

adivovoa  Verb, pres act ptc, f nom s »dwvo
suffer birth pangs

Bacovilw torment, disturb

"As Nebuchadnezzar devoured Israel ("He has
swallowed me like a monster; he has filled his
belly with my delicacies,' Jer 51:34), so has
Satan determined to devour the child. He has
taken his position and awaits the victim."
Mounce.

Does not appear elsewhere in the NT in
connection with labour, but is an entirely
appropriate verb to describe the physical
distress caused.
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Revelation 12:5

Kai &tekev vViov, dpoev, 0g LEAAEL TTOlOivELY
mavto o E0vn v paPow c1dnpd- kai Hpractn
10 TEKVOV aOTHG TPOG TOV B0V KOl TPOG TOV
Opdvov adToD.

gtexev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s Tikto
aponv, v gen evog male, man
uedo be going, be destined
noawve tend as a shepherd, rule
papdog, ov f stick, rod, sceptre
ownpovg, o, ovv made of iron

Cf. Ps 2. "As a shepherd defends his flock
against the wild beasts of prey, so will Christ
at his return strike the nations which oppress
and persecute his church (cf. 19:15; ... 2:27)."
Mounce.

npnacdn Verb, aor pass indic, 3s aprnalw
take away, carry off
Opovog, ov m throne

The focus moves directly to Jesus' ascension.
"The significant point is that the evil designs of
Satan were foiled by the successful completion
of Christ's messianic ministry, which
culminated in his ascension and exaltation (cf.
Phil 2:5-11)." Mounce.

Witherington comments, "John is drawing on
the traditions in regard to the birth of Apollo,
which were also appropriated by Domitian to
suggest that he was a divine being and the
conqueror of evil." He quotes Reddish who
writes, "John's reuse of this ancient myth
challenges the divine claims and arrogant
assumptions of the imperial cult. Christ, not
the emperor, is the real victor over the
malevolent forces of chaos, darkness and
wickedness. John unmasks the Roman power
for what it truly is — a tool of Satan."

"The intent of the verse, however, is not so
much the flight of the church as the provision
of God for her sustenance. To the Jewish
people the wilderness spoke of divine
provision and intimate fellowship. It was in the
wilderness that God had rained down bread
from heaven (Ex 16:4ff) and nourished his
people for forty years. Of Israel God said, 'l
will allure her, and bring her into the
wilderness, and speak tenderly to her' (Hos
2:14; cf. 1 Kgs 17:2-3; 19:3-4)." Mounce. So
Witherington writes, "Perhaps John is
especially drawing on the prophetic recasting
of the Exodus/Sinai events such as found in Isa
40:3 or Hos 2:14. There is a reference to a new
exodus into the desert when Israel's future
redemption arrives. John indicates in his vision
that the people of God will be nourished (by
God) just as the Israelites had been in the
wilderness by manna and quail. The text does
not say the people of God are raptured into
heaven or any celestial place. The image is of
protection on earth from the wrath of the
dragon, something one does not need
protection from if one is in heaven."

yMoag Noun, nom s or Adjective, f acc pl
xag, adog f athousand

dwakootot, at, o two hundred

g€nkovta  Sixty

The period of three and a half years or 1260
days (cf. 11:2; 13:5) is commonly used in this
part of Revelation as a symbol for the gospel
age. It is of interest to note that James 5:17
also speaks of a period of three and a half
years, referring back to 1 Kings 17 ff. This
was a period during which God protected and
provided for the prophet Elijah.

Revelation 12:6

Revelation 12:7

Kai 1) yovn Epuyev gig v Epnuov, dmov Exel
€kel TOmoV MToacpévov anod tod Beod, tva
EKel TPEQPMOY aTIV NUEPAS Mg Stakooiog
é&nkovra.

Koai éyévero moAepog v 1@ ovpavd, 6 Miyani
Kol ol dyyehot adtod 10D Tolepfioon LETH TOD
dpdrovTtoc. Kol 0 OpaKmV EmoAéuNcey Kai ol
dryyelot adtoD,

eevyw flee, run away (from)
gpnuoc, ov f deserted place

"The flight of the woman may in part reflect
the escape of the Palestinian church to Pella at
the outbreak of the Jewish war in AD 66."
Mounce.

omov adv. where

éker there, in that place, to that place

tomog, ov M place

nrowacuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s étowalom prepare

tpepw feed, provide with food, sustain

molepog, o m war, battle
nolepew wage war, fight
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Satan seeking to depose God. On the archangel
Michael, cf. Jude 9. John is adapting
traditional material, Witherington writes, "In
Test. of Dan. 6:2 Michael is the mediator
between God and humanity, and the angel of
the nation Israel fighting against the angelic
leaders of the Gentile nations (cf. Dan 10:13ff,;
12:1). In 1 En. 54:6 he is one of four angels
who casts the fallen angels into the fiery
furnace on judgment day. In the Qumran
literature, Michael is the Prince of Light who
leads the children of light into battle against
Belial (War Scroll 13:10-12; 17:6-8;
Community Rule 3:20-4:1). Here his task is to
take on the adversary of the people of God in
general. Michael prevails, and the Devil and
his minions are cast down to earth."

Revelation 12:8

Kai oK {oyvoev, 0VdE TOTOG eVPEO ADTAOV £T1
&V T® ovpaV®.

ioyvew be strong, be able, be sufficient

Tomog, ov M place

evpéln Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s edpiokm
find

énu still, yet, any more

Mounce argues that these verses do not refer to
Satan's original fall but to an eschatological
event. Satan is depicted in Scripture as having
access to heaven (Job 1:6-9; 2:1-6; Zech
3:1ff.). As a result of this attempted assault he
will have no further access. "It is the
irretrievable loss of any further opportunity to
fulfil his wicked plan that sends Satan out in
such great anger against the church.”

Witherington writes, "A threefold fall of Satan
can be noted in Revelation: (1) from heaven to
earth (12:9); (2) from earth to the abyss (20:2);
and (3) from the abyss into the lake of fire
(20:10). The first casting down of Satan, the
text seems to imply, transpires as the result of
the death/ascension of the Messiah. This is
why tribulation comes on the earth after Jesus'
ascension." He quotes Koester, "From a
heavenly perspective ... evil rages on earth not
because it is so powerful, but because it is
vulnerable. Revelation likens Satan to a rogue
animal that the forces of God have corralled,
driving it off the expansive plains of heaven
into the fenced-in area of earth. The beast
rampages within its newly limited
circumstances seeking to do as much damage
as possible during the short time that remains
until the company of heaven slips the noose
around its head, binds its legs and chains it up
so that it can do no further damage (12:11;
20:2)... those who recognise that Satan rages
on earth because he has already lost heaven
and is now desperate have no reason to resist
him, confident that God will prevail."”

Revelation 12:9

kai EBANON 6 dpdkwv O péyag, 6 deic O
apyaiog, 0 Kolovuevog Atdforog Kai O
Tartavag, O TAaV®Y TNV 0iKovpEVV OANY —
€PAON ig v Y1}, Kol ol dyyelot avtod pet’
avtod EBAndnocav.

£BAOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3s Balim
throw, throw down

|Cf. Lk 10:18.

0915, emg M snhake, serpent

|Cf. Gen 3:1ff.

apyoog, a, ov old, ancient

dwPorog, ov m the devil

Yatovag, o the Adversary, Satan

mwavow lead astray, mislead, deceive
oikovpevn, ng f world, inhabited earth
oAog, 1, ov whole, all, complete, entire
£BMOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl BaAiom

Revelation 12:10

Kai fikovco, vy peydiny v ¢ ovpavd
Aéyovoav: Apti £yéveTo 1) cmTnpia Ko 1)
dovapug koi 1 Pactieio Tod BgoD MUY Kol 1
£€ovaio tod yplotod adtod, ot EPANRON O
KATHY®P TOV AOEAPOY MUAV, O KATNYOop&OV
a0TOVG EVOTIOV ToD Bg0d MUV fUépag Kol
VUKTOC.

aptt now, at the present
comp, ac T salvation
duvapug, emg T power
é€ovoa, ag T authority, power
KaTnymp, opog M accuser
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Kotnyopew accuse, bring charges against
w€, voktog T night

Cf. Job 1:6-12; 2:1-5. "By virtue of the death
of Christ he is unable successfully to lodge a
charge against God's elect (Rom 8:33-34)."
Mounce.

ootig, ftig, 6 11 Who, which
grexev see v.5
apomv, ev gen evog see v.5

Revelation 12:14

Revelation 12:11

Kad avtol viknoov odTov 10 10 oipe Tod
apviov kol it TOV Adyov ThHG paptupiog
avT®V, Kol 00K Mydmmoay Ty Yyoynyv adtdv
dypt Bavatov-

Kol £660noav Tf) yuvaiki ol 600 TTEPLYES TOD
detod oD peydiov, iva TETOL €ig TV Epnpov
€15 TOV TOToV aTHG, OOV TPEPETAL EKEL
KopoOv Kol Kopolg Kol fiev Kapod 4o
TPOGOTOL TOD OPEWC.

viKko® conquer, overcome

aipa, atog f  blood

apviov, ov n lamb, sheep
paptopua, ag T testimony, witness
ayoamam love, show love for

yoyn, ng T self, life, 'soul’

aypr prep with gen until, as far as
Bavotog, oo m death

Revelation 12:12

£600noav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl 51wt
ntepvé, vyog f wing
detoc, ov M eagle

| Cf. Deut 32:10-11; Isa 40:31.

netopon fly

gpnuog, ov f For this and much of the
immediately following vocabulary, see v.6.

omov adv. where
Kapog, ov M time, season
NUoLg, €10, v gen Muicovg half

| Once again the period of three and a half years.

o todTo v@paiveshe, ol ovpavol Kol oi &v
a0Tolg oKNVODVTES. 0VOL TNV YTV Kol TV
Bdlacoav, 0Tt Katéfn 6 draforog mpog LA,
Exmv Bopov péyav, eidmg &1L OAlyov Kalpov
&xet.

npocwnov, ov h face, presence
0915, emg M shake, serpent

Revelation 12:15

evppove Make glad; pass be glad,
rejoice

kai EBodkev 0 @1 €k 10D 6TOOTOG ADTOD
omic® TG YOVaKOG DO (G TOTANOV, Tva
aVTV TOTALOPOPNTOV TTOHOT).

|Cf. Is 49:13; Ps 96:11. See also Lk 10:18.

oknvoo live, dwell
ovor interj. woe!l

Mounce considers that this is not the 'third
woe' (cf. 8:12; 9:12; 11:14) since this one
relates to hostility towards believers rather
than the judgement of the wicked.

BoAlw throw, throw down, pour

oToua, Tog N mouth

omowm prep with gen after, behind, follow
Vowp, Béatog N water

TOTONOG, OV M river, stream
TOTOUOPOPNTOG, OV Swept away by a river

faracoa, ng f sea

katofowveo come or go down

Bupog, o M anger, rage, fury

eidwg Verb, perf act ptc, mnom s oida
know

oAyog, m, ov little, small

Kopog, ov M time, appointed time

"The troubles of the persecuted righteous arise
not because Satan is too strong, but because he
is beaten." Morris.

Revelation 12:13

Kai 8¢ £1dev 6 dpakaov 8Tt EBAN0N gic TV v,
€0lm&ev Vv yuvaika fTig £Tekey TOV dpoeval.

Cf. Ps 18:4. "Historically the episode could
refer to the attempt on the part of the Jewish
authorities in Jerusalem to stamp out the early
church (Acts 8:1-3...). Or it could refer to the
river of lies which will threaten even the elect
(2 Thess 2:9-11; Rev 13:14; Mt 24:24) in the
last days. This river of deceit (cf. 2:9; 3:9) has
as its counterpart the 'rivers of water of life'
which flows bright as crystal from the
heavenly throne (21:1)." Mounce.
Witherington writes, "This may be an allusion
to the Exodus/Sinai events. But since in the
primal myth it is the sea monster who is the
evil one, it is not surprising that water is his
modus vivendi to do in the woman."

ote conj when
diwkm persecute, seek after, pursue

Revelation 12:16

"Exodus typology is woven throughout this
entire episode. The pursuit of the woman is
similar to Pharaoh's pursuit of the children of
Israel as they fled from Egypt (Ex 14:8)."
Mounce.

Kot EfonBnoev N yij Th yovauki, kai fjvoi&ev 1
Y1l TO OTONA AVTTG KOl KOTETIEY TOV TOTOUOV
ov €Bodev 0 OpaK®V €k TOD GTOLOTOG OVTOD

Bonbew help
avotyom open
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rxatémev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s xotamvo
swallow, swallow up

Revelation 12:17

kol ®pyicbn o dpdkwv €mi Tf] yovouki, Kol
anfAfev mowjcol TOAEHOV LETA TAV A0V
10U GREPLATOG OVTHG, TMV TNPOVVIOV TAG
Evtoldg tod B0l kal Exovtov Vv paptopiov
‘Incod-

opyouar be furious, be angry
notficor  Verb, aor act infin motew
molepog, ov M war, battle, strife
lowmoc, 1, ov rest, remaining, other
omepua, to¢ N seed, offspring
mpew keep, observe

évton, g f command

paptopua, ag T testimony, witness

The reference is to believers generally. There
may here be an echo of Gen 3:15.

Revelation 12:18

kol €0tdOn émi v dupov tijg Baddoong.

This verse is sometimes left unnumbered and
read as the beginning of 13:1.

éotaBn Verb, 2 aor act indic, 3 s iotmut
stand

aupog, oo f sand, seashore

faracoa, ng f sea

Revelation 13

Witherington writes, "The structure of chapter
13 is clear. This is a tale of two Beasts, neither
of which is to be identified with the dragon,
but both of which serve his cause and
purposes. The first of the two Beasts comes
forth from the sea and, like Tiamat, is a seven-
headed Beast with ten horns. As we shall see, a
clear understanding of Dan 7ff is required to
understand some of the material in this
chapter. The second of the two Beasts comes
forth from the earth and appears like a lamb
with two horns. While the former creature has
its parallels with the OT water monster
Leviathan, the latter parallels Behemoth... The
most reasonable guess as to what these
symbols refer to is that the former is a figure of
the Roman Empire itself and its emperors,
alluded to by the ten heads, while the latter
stands for the priests who propagated and
maintained the emperor cult, or, since this was
written to an audience in Asia Minor, for the
provincial council in charge of enforcing
emperor worship throughout Asia Minor.
Though the former Beast is not called 'anti-
Christ," this is not an inappropriate designation
for him...

"Thus, in this and subsequent chapters, we
have the introduction of the unholy trinity —
the dragon, the water monster, and the land
Beast (the devil, the anti-Christ and the false
prophet — see 16:13). These three are striving
for the religious allegiance of the world. The
water monster can be seen as an anti-Christ
figure for it has ten diadems just as Christ has
many (cf. 13:1; 19:12). He has a blasphemous
name (13:1) just as Christ has a holy name
(19:11 ff.). He causes people to worship Satan
(13:4) while Christ causes people to worship
God (1:6). He has a mortal wound and possibly
even dies but then revives or lives again (13:3,
12-14) just as Christ died and lives again. He
has the power, throne, and authority of the
Devil (13:2), and Christ shares the power,
throne, and authority of God (12:5-10). In
addition Beasley-Murray points out that the
land Beast seems to function rather like an
unholy spirit. It performs prophetic activity
and is the instrument of revelation of Satanic
authority, just as the Holy Spirit mediates
God's revelation. One must also recognise that
the Beast combines features of the four Beasts
in Daniel and features of Nero as well to create
a composite portrait of evil incarnate. It is also
a sort of universal image indicating the kinds
of threats God's people have endured in many
different generations."

Revelation 13:1

Kai idov £k tiig Oardoong Onpiov dvafoivov,
&xov Képarta SEKa Kol KEQOAUG EMTA, Kol £mi
TAV KEPATOV aOTOD déKa dtodNpata, Kol Emt
TOG KEPAAAG 00TOD OvopaTe, BAacenpiog.

|Cf. Dan 7:3.

Onpov, ov n animal, beast, wild animal
avofoive go up, come up, ascend
Kepog, atog N horn

deka ten

"The ten horns are like those of Daniel's fourth
beast (Dan 7:7). There they are the ten kings
which rise out of the fourth kingdom. In
Revelation 17 the ten horns are also ten kings
(17:12), although in the present vision we learn
only that they wear diadems, the insignia of
royal authority (cf. 19:12). There are a number
of suggestions as to why the diadems are
placed on the horns rather than the heads of the
beast. The most plausible is that the claim to
authority rests on brute force." Mounce.

kepoAn, ng f head
£mto. Seven

"That the beast has seven heads stresses its
relationship to the seven headed dragon of
chapter 12 (vs. 3)." Mounce.

dwdnua, tog N diadem, crown
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ovoua, Tog N name
Brooconua, ag f slander, blasphemy

Reflects "the increasing tendency of the
Roman emperors to assume titles of deity."
Mounce considers that for John "the beast was
the Roman Empire as persecutor of the
church... Yet the beast is more than the Roman
Empire. John's vision grew out of the details of
his own historical situation, but its complete
fulfilment awaits the final denouement of
human history. The beast has always been, and
will be in a final intensified manifestation, the
deification of secular authority."

Revelation 13:2

Kai 10 Onpiov O sidov v Spotov mopddhet, Kol
o1l wddeg avTod dg dpKov, Kol TO oTONA AVTOD
MG 61O AE0VTOC. Kol EdwKeV AT O dpdrwv
TNV SUVOULY avToD Kai TOV Bpdvov avTod Kol
g€ovoiav peydanv.

opotog, o, ov like, of the same kind as
nmapdaiic, eng T leopard

movg, Todog M foot

apxog, oo m&f bear

Aewv, ovtog m lion

The beast out of the sea combines the
characteristics of the four beasts of Dan 7. "In
combining these beasts, which in Daniel
represented four historic kingdoms hostile to
the people of God (Dan 7:17, 23), John sets
forth the Antichrist as the epitome of bestial
opposition to the seed of the woman." Mounce.

gdwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s didmw
duvapug, emg f power

Opovog, ov m throne

é€ovoa, ag f authority

"This beast is the underling of the dragon and
S0 bears his mark. Just as God bestowed on
Christ his power, authority and throne, so it is
with this Beast, and the parallels are
deliberate.” Witherington.

Revelation 13:3

Kol piov €K T@V KEPOADY a0Tod Mg
gopayuévny gig Bavartov, Kol 1 TANyN 100
Bavdrtov avtod £0gpamedon. kal EBavpdodn
6An 1) 1] oniow Tod OBnpiov,

€lg, o, €V gen €vog, piog, Evog one

gopayuévnv  Verb, perf pass ptc, facc s
opalom slaughter, put to death;
gopayuevny eic Oavatov fatally wounded

Witherington comments, "The exact same
phrase of 'like it had been slaughtered to death’
is found in Rev 5:6, referring to the death of
the Lamb, which then rose. We are meant to
see a demonic imitation of Christ." He
continues by pointing out that though Nero
committed suicide in 68 AD there were many
stories circulating that he was not dead. "The
Neronian imposter of most recent memory to
John's audience actually persuaded the
Parthians to march on Rome in AD 88-89. The
return of Nero was actually the nightmare of
stable Romans' dreams, but it was also alluded
to in Jewish prophetic sources."

minm, g T plague
£€0epomeOn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
Oepancvow heal, cure

"Since the beast is the Roman Empire in its
persecution of the church, its recovery from a
mortal wound could refer to the re-
establishment of order under Vespasian (AD
69-79) following the chaotic and bloody
revolution which had begun less than two
years before with the death of Nero and
extended through the abortive reigns of Galba,
Otho and Vitellius. Or perhaps no historical
allusion is intended and the purpose of the
figure is to underscore the tremendous vitality
of the beast. Though wounded he returns in
increased might. From the beginning of history
the pagan state has set itself against the people
of God. From the pharaohs of Egypt to the
emperors of Rome it has moved steadily
forward with determined purpose to devour all
who refused it homage. It had survived every
assault and recovered from every deadly blow.
Little wonder that in the last days the whole
world will be drawn after the beast in wonder
and amazement." Mounce.

Oavpalo  wonder, be amazed
0Aog, 1, ov whole, all, complete, entire
omom prep with gen after, follow

|Cf. 1 Tim 5:15.

Revelation 13:4

Kol TPOSEKHYN GOV TQ OpAKovTL Tl EdWKEV TNV
€€ovaiav T@ Onpie, kol TpocekHVCOY TG
Onpiop Aéyovreg- Tig dpotog @ Onpiw, Kol tig
dvvatol Toleptioat PET’ odTOD;

npookvvew Worship

"Deification of secular power is in fact the
worship of Satan." Mounce.

Opo10G, 0, OV See v.2

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT


http://sblgnt.com/

| Reading The Greek New Testament ~ www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Revelation

"The language imitates the language of the
Psalms (see Ps 89:6ff.; Ex 15:11-12; Isa
40:25ff.; Mic 7:18ff.). Emperor worship is
being discussed, and the hymns of the Bible
are being parodied. John is speaking of a
phenomenon of his day when the government
became so totalitarian that it arrogated to itself
all the attributes of deity and demanded
absolute allegiance." Witherington.

Revelation 13:7

Kai £660M aOT® oGOt TOAENOV PETA TRV
ayiov kai vikfjoot adtolg, kai £600m adTd
€€ovoia &mi Tdoav LATY Kol Aaov Kol
YA®ooov kol £Bvog.

TOAENOG, 00 M see 11:17
ayog, a, ov holy; oi dyor God's people
ViKo®w conquer, overcome

duvapor can, be able to, be capable of
molepe® wage war, fight

Cf. 15:2. The true victory belongs to the
'saints'.

"The motivation of worship is not his moral
greatness but the awesome power of his
might." Mounce.

Revelation 13:5

ov, ng T tribe, nation

Aaog, oo m people

yhoooa, ng f tongue, language
£0vog, ovg N nation, people

Kai €560 adt®d otopa Aarodv peydia Kol
Pracoenuiog, kai £€660n adTd £Eovaia motijoat
ufvog teocepakovta d0o.

"Such was the nature of the Roman Empire,
which swallowed up most of the known
Mediterranean world." Witherington.

Modew speak, talk

Revelation 13:8

| Cf. Dan 7:8,20,25; 11:36.

The primary reference of €506 in this and the
following verses is to the dragon, but "John's
readers would understand in these later verses
a reference to God, the ultimate source of
power. The reign of the beast is by divine
permission. He operates within the limitations
determined by God." Mounce.

K0l TPOGKLVIGOVGLY aDTOV TAVTES Ol
KaTowoDVTeC £mi THiC Yic, 00 oV yéypamtal 1O
Svopa adtod &v Td PiAim tig Lwiig ToD
apviov tod £o@aypévov Amd KatafoAfg
KOGUOVL.

nmowjoor Verb, aor act infin moiew®

l.e. to do, or actively carry out, the will of the
dragon.

mpockvvew Wworship

kotowew live, inhabit

véypamtan Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s ypapw
write

Biprov, ov n book, scroll

Com, ng T life
apviov, ov n lamb

unv, unvog m  month
teoogpokovta  forty
dvo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two

Cf. Ex 32:32-33; Phil 4:3; Rev 3:5; 17:8;
20:12,15; 21:27; 22:19.

Cf. 11:2. The restricted time again stresses that
it is God and not evil powers who are in
control.

gopaypévov Verb, perf pass ptc, m&ngens

opalom slaughter, put to death
kotofoAn, ng f beginning, creation
Koopog, ov m world, universe

Revelation 13:6

kol fjvoi&e 10 otopo avtod gig PAacEnuiog
pOg TOV BedV, Pracenuijcatl O Gvoua odTod
Kol TV oKy adtod, Tovg &V T® 00pavE
oKnvoilVTaG.

The RSV joins this last phrase with the writing
of names in the book of life rather than the
death of Christ. Mounce thinks this unnatural.
Christ's death was part of God's eternal plan.

Revelation 13:9

avolyw open

E1 T1¢ &1 00¢ GcoVGETO.

|Cf. 2 Thess 2:4.

ovg, mtog n ear, hearing

oknvn, ng T tent, tabernacle, dwelling
place

Alerting the reader to the importance of what
follows.

[cf. 21:3.

ocknvon live, dwell

Revelation 13:10

"Those who dwell in heaven are either angelic
beings, or, possibly, the church viewed ideally
as seated in heavenly places (cf. Eph 2:6; Col
3:1)." Mounce.

&l T1g &ic alynolmoiav, gig aiyporlociov
VIayer €1 TIg v poryaipt dmoktavoijval ovtov
&v payoipn amoktovOfivol A€ otv 1
VTOWOVT) Ko 1 ToTIS TV dyiov.

aiypnoroow, ag T captivity; group of
captives
vmoy® go, go one's way, depart
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payapa, ng f sword, war, violent death
anoxtewe Kill, put to death

évomov prep with gen before

The difficulty of this double proverb has
resulted in several scribal amendments.

"The first couplet teaches that the believer
must accept what God has ordained, and the
second warns against any attempt on the part
of the church to defend itself by the use of
force. Barclay writes, ‘It is an intolerable
paradox to defend the gospel of the love of
God by using the violence of man'... This
attitude of humble submission is the patience
and faith of the saints." Mounce.
Witherington suggests that this is a partial
quote from Jer 15:2 and comments, "probably
what is in view is a call to Christians to endure
whatever persecution comes and to remain
faithful. They are not to take the sword against
their oppressors but, rather like their master,
simply suffer the wrath of evil and so stop the
vicious cycle of killing and revenge. The
church then is called to follow the Via
Dolorosa. In such endurance lies the
faithfulness and witness of the saints, who
when mistreated did not retaliate."

The second beast exercises the authority of the
first.

KOTOKE® See V.8
TPOGKLVE®D See V.8
€0epamevOn see v.3
manyn, ng T seev.3
Oavatog, ov m death

Revelation 13:13

Kol olel onpeio peydhra, iva kol Thp motfj £k
70D 0Opavod katafaivew ig TV YRV Evamiov
OV AvOpOTOV.

onuewov, ov N miraculous sign, sign
nop, og n fire
kotofawve come or go down

He is a false prophet who, in imitation of
Elijah, calls down fire from heaven (1 Kings
18:38, cf. 2 Kings 1:10).

Revelation 13:14

®de adv here
vmopovn, ng f patience, endurance
motig, eng f faith

Revelation 13:11

Kol TAaVE ToVG KoTotkodvTog Eml Thg YHig S
T onpela 6 £€600n avtd motfjoat Evodmiov Tod
Onplov, Aéymv 101G KaTowkoDov Emt THS Vg
motjoat gikdvo @ Onpim, O¢ Exel v TANYTV
TG poyaipng kol Einoev.

mwavow lead astray, mislead, deceive

Kai eidov dAko Onpiov avaBaivov £k Tfic viic,
Kol elyev képata 600 Spota apvie, kol EAGAEL
MG SpaKmv.

Bruce refers to the beast as "Antichrist's
minister of propaganda.”

dAAog, 1, o another, other

Onpov, ov n seev.l

avapave see v.1

giysv Verb, imperf act indic, 3s éyo
Kepag, atog N seev.l

dvo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two
opotog, o, ov like, of the same kind as
apviov, ov n lamb, sheep

gikov, ovog T likeness, image, statue
puoyopa, ng f sword
Cow live, be alive

""Statues of the Emperor were indeed erected
all over Asia Minor, for the goddess Roma and
her imperial offspring were worshiped together
throughout the region." Witherington.

Revelation 13:15

"His two horns like a lamb represent his
attempt to convey the impression of gentle
harmlessness. It recalls the warning of Jesus,
'‘Beware of false prophets, who come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous
wolves' (Mt 7:15)." Mounce.

"This Beast is in a sense also a parody of
Christ." Witherington.

Kol €600 avT@® dodvar Tvedpa T £ikovL TOD
Bnpiov, va kai AaAnon 1 eikav Tod Onpiov kai
mowmon iva 6ot v 1] TPOCKLVACMGLY T
glkovL 10D Onpiov dnoktavidoLv.

dodvon Vverb, aor act infin d1dwp
nvevpa, atog N breath, spirit

A power like that of the Spirit of God.

Revelation 13:12

kol v é&ovoiav 10D TpdTov Bnpiov Thcav
TOLEL EVAOTIOV 0OTOD. KOl TTOLET TV Yijv Kol
TOVG &V aNTi] KoTokodvTog tva
TPOGKLVAGOVGLY TO Onpiov T TPdTOV, 0D
€0epamevdn 1 mAnyn tod BavaTov avtod.

AoAnon Verb, aor act subj, 3s Aokew

0c0g, M, ov correlative pronoun, as much as;
pl. as many as, all

anoxtavOdowv  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
anoxtewo Kill, put to death

l.e. the statue by speaking passed sentence of
death on all who refused to worship it.

g€ovoa, ag T authority
npwtoc, ), ov first, earlier
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Revelation 13:16

Kol otel TAVTAG, TOLG HKPOLG KOl TOVG
HeyaAovg, Kol Tovg TAOLGIoVG Kol Tovg
TT)0OC, Kol ToVG EAEVOEPOVG Kai TOVG
dovAovg, tva dDGV avToic yapaypa Eml Tiig
YEWPOG aOTAV ThiG de&1dg T €mi 10 pétmmov
avTdV,

g€nkovta  Sixty
£€ six

wikpog, a, ov small, insignificant
mAovolog, a, ov rich, well-to-do
TTY0G, 1, OV poor, pitiful
éhevbepog, a, ov free, free person
doviog, ov m slave, servant

.. the totality of society.

ddowv  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl didw
xapaypo, tog N mark, stamp, image

"This was a term used for the imperial stamp
on commercial documents and for the
impression of the Emperor's head on a coin. If
this practice is in view here, the implication
would be that individuals with this sign on
them belong to the Emperor, being his slaves
or devotees. Slaves and defeated soldiers were
branded if they joined the Roman army."
Witherington.

xew, xewpog f hand
de&log, a, ov right

n or

uetmwnov, ov n forehead

Many solutions are attempted to this puzzle of
the number of the beast. Various attempts have
been made to identify it with a particular
Roman emperor or series of emperors. One
such common suggestion is that 666 is the
equivalent of Nero Caesar (so Beasley-Murray,
Witherington) — but this requires calculation
from a misspelt Hebrew transliteration of the
Greek form of the Latin name! GA van den
Berg van Eysinga suggests that 666 is the
triangular number of 36 (1+2+3...+36), and 36
the triangular number of 8 which is the number
of Anichrist (cf. 17:11).

Mounce writes that "Some writers take the
number more as a symbol than a cryptogram.
666 is the number which falls short of
perfection in each of its digits. For Hendriksen
it represents ‘failure upon failure upon
failure'... It is symbolic of the beast's
continuing failure to accomplish his purpose.
It is the trinity of imperfection. Torrence
writes, ‘This evil trinity 666 apes the holy 777,
but always falls short and fails.' " Mounce
himself suggests that the problem is insoluble.

Revelation 14:1-5

A parody of the sealing of the servants of God
inch. 7.

Revelation 13:17

Kol tva P Tig dvvnTat dyopdoat | ToAfoot e
un o &ywv o yhpaypo, to dvopa tod Bnpiov fj
TOV apBpov 1od dvopatog adTod.

dyopalom buy

n or

noieo sell, barter
ovoua, Tog N name

Witherington writes that these verses "involve
a complete contrast to what we have just heard.
Here the real Lamb is standing on Mt Zion and
with him the 144,000 who bear his name and
that of the Father upon their foreheads. As |
have argued, 144,000 is probably a symbol for
the entire people of God, both Jew and Gentile
in Christ. Caird's explanation of this text is as
follows: (1) John is alluding to Ps 2; and (2)
what is being envisioned is the preparation of
the army of the Lord for the final battle.”

The 7 here is roughly equivalent to Tovt éotwv.
It is not either the name or the number which
is imprinted on people but the number of the
name.

Revelation 14:1

apdpog, ov m number

Revelation 13:18

Kai £i60ov, kol idov 10 dpviov £o1og &mi 10
8pog Z1dv, Kol HeT’ avTod EKATOV
TE60EPAKOVTO TEGOAPEG YIMAdES ExOVoaL TO
Svopa adtod Kai 10 dvopo Tod TaTpog avTod
YEYPALUEVOV ETL TAV PHETOTOV AVTAV.

e 1) cogia dotiv: O Exmv vodv yneioéTon Tov
apBpov tod Onpiov, apBROG yap avBpdToL
€otiv: Kol 0 apipog adtod EEakdciot
e&nkovta EE.

®de adv here

coota, ag T wisdom, insight, intelligence

VoG, voog, voi, vobv m mind, reason,
understanding

ynewato Verb, aor act imperat, 3s ynowo
figure out, calculate

é€axootol, ot, o Six hundred

apviov, ov n lamb

€ot0g Verb, perf act ptc, m nom s ictnw
stand

0pog, obg N mountain

éxatov one hundred

tecoepokovta  forty

Teccapeg heut tecoapo gen teccopwv  four

y\ag, adog f (group of) a thousand

&povoar Verb, pres act ptc, f nom pl éyw

ovoua, Tog N hame

veypaupévov Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s ypagm write

petonov, ov n see 13:16
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A picture of the heavenly Jerusalem. The
144,000, as in ch 7, is a picture of all of the
saints. Mounce says that the repetition of the
same number as ch 7 "is to point out that not
one of them has been lost."

Revelation 14:2

Kol fikovoa VIV €K ToD 0DPAVOD G POVIV
VOATOV TOADV Kol G QmVI)V BPovTiig
HeYOANG, Kal 1] oV iV TKOVG OG
K10ap@d®V KBap1lovTav v Taig KIBapag
anTAV.

VOwp, OOTOG N water

| Cf. Ezek 1:24.

Bpovtn, ng f thunder

|Cf. 1:15; 6:1; 19:6.

kiBapmdog, ov m harpist
kiBopllo play a harp
kBapa, og T harp

Revelation 14:3

Kol §oovucy (g MOV Kovny EVOTov Tod
Opdvov kol Evamiov TV tecoipmv {OoV Kol
TOV TPecPuTéPV- Kal 00Elg EdVVaTO pobElv
TNV QONV €l pn al EKaTov tTecoepdrovTa
TEGOUPEG YIMADEG, Ol TYOPAGHEVOL GO TG
7.

@dw sing

®dn, ¢ f song, song of praise

KOvog, m, ov. New

évomiov prep with gen before

Teco0peg Neut teccapa gen tecoapwv four

Cwov, ov n living creature

npecPutepoc, a, ov elder

00dELG, 0VOENL, OVdeV  NO One

duvapor can, be able to

pabetv  Verb, aor act infin pavBave learn

nyopacpévor Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
ayopalm buy, redeem

Cf. Rev 5:9. The theme is salvation, hence
none but the redeemed are able to sing it.

Revelation 14:4

ovtol glotv 01 PETd YOVOIKDY 0VK
guordvencav, mophévot yép eictv: ovtot ol
axoAovBodvteg @ apvie 6mov av VIhyn:
0VTOL 1YOPacOnGaV 4md T@MV AvOpdTV
amopyn T@ Oed kai @ apvim,

yovn, axxog f woman

guoddvonoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
porvve defile, make unclean

napbevog, ov f virgin; m undefiled man

I.e. Those who have kept themselves from
fornication and adultery — perhaps particularly
that associated with pagan religion. On 'virgin'
as an epithet for the people of God, cf. 2 Kings
19:21; Lam 2:13; Jer 8:13; Amos 5:2.

Witherington argues that this passage is about
preparation for war (see above). He writes, that
John "is drawing on the provisions in the
Pentateuch for preparing for a holy war (Deut
20; 23:9-10; 1 Sam 21:5; 2 Sam 11:11). Those
going to battle were expected to abstain from
sexual intercourse. But in Revelation the issue
is probably not physical but spiritual.
Believers are not to give in to the great whore
Babylon (i.e., Rome) and to the adultery (i.e.,
idolatry) that she requires."

akoAovBew Tollow, accompany
omov adv. where; o6mov dv wherever
VIoy®  go

|I.e. in all his ways. Cf. Mk 8:34.

armapym, ng T firstfruit, first portion (set apart
to God)

As Christ himself is the firstfruits (1 Cor
15:20,23).

Witherington writes, "If these martyrs are only
the first fruits, John had vision beyond his own
immediate situation of the rest of the harvest to
follow. What is to come after that will
increasingly preoccupy the author as the book
progresses."

Revelation 14:5

Kol &V T® oTOUATL ADTAV 0VY eVPEBN Yeddog:
dumpoi giow.

otoua, Tog N mouth

gupéOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s gbplokw
find, discover

yevdog, ovg n lie, untruth, falsehood

Cf. Zeph 3:13.

auwpoc, ov faultless; without blemish

Maybe a reference to the sacrifice which was
acceptable to God. Christ himself is the
apwpoc offering (1 Peter 1:19, cf. Heb 9:14).

Revelation 14:6

Kai £16ov §ALov dyyedov Tetopevoy v
UEGOVPOVILLOTL, EYOVTa EDAYYEAOV OiDVIOV
gvayyelioat €l ToLG KaOnuEvog €t TG Yig
Kad éml v £6vog kol PLATY kol yYAdooay kol
A0OV,

aAdog, 1, o another

netopon fly

puesovpavnua, Tog N mid-heaven, high in
the sky

aiwviog, ov eternal, everlasting

gvayyeMlo act. and midd proclaim the
good news

|The final appeal before judgement.

kofnuon  sit, live

|é6vog etc. seeon 5:9
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Revelation 14:7

Aéyav &v eovii peydin: @ofnonte tov Bgov
Kad 86te avtd S6Eav, BT AAOEV 1) Bpa THC
Kpicewg anTod, Kol TPOCKLVNGOTE TQ
TOMGAVTL TOV 0VPaVOV Kad THV YTV Kol
Bdlaccav Kol Ty VOdTwy.

gikov, ovog T likeness, image
yopayua, tog N mark, stamp
petwnov, ov n forehead

n or

xew, yewog f hand

poPeopon fear, reverence

d6te Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl 618w
do&a, mg T glory

opa, og T hour, moment

Kkpioig, emg T judgement

npockuvew Worship

nomoavtt Verb, aor act ptc, m dat s moiew
BaAiacoa, ng f sea

mnyn, ng T spring, fountain; well

Vowp, VOaTOg N water

|A counter proclamation to 13:15,17.

Revelation 14:10

Kot odTOG TigTo €K TOD 0ivov Tod Bupod oD
0g0D TOD KEKEPAGHEVOV AKPATOV €V TG
motpio tig dpyiig avTod, kal Pacavicdncetot
&v mupl kai Belo Evomiov dyyélov aylov kol
&vamiov tod dpviov.

nieton  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 s nve
drink

This appeal to a pagan people is similar to
Paul's appeal to the inhabitants of Lystra in
Acts 14:15.

Cf. Job 21:20; Ps 75:8; Is 51:17; Jer 25:15-38.

Revelation 14:8

Kai dAhog dedtepog dryyerog nkorovOnoev
Aéyov- "Enecev, Emecev Bapfolov 1 peydin, f
€k 10D oivov tod Bvpod Tiig mopveiag avTig
MEMOTIKEV TAVTA T EOVT.

kekepacpévov Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n gen
S kepavvoul Mix, pour

axpatoc, ov undiluted, full strength

TOTNPOV, OV N Cup

opyn, ng f wrath, anger

duetepog, a, ov second

axolovbew follow, accompany

gneoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s mutto fall,
fall down, fall to one's ruin

"The angel is saying that those who defect to
emperor worship will drink of the wine of
God's wrath poured out in full strength,
untempered by the mercy and grace of God.
Mounce.

Cf. Is 21:9. In the context of the early church
'‘Babylon' is a reference to Rome (cf. 16:19;
17:5; 18:2,10,21). For the phrase 'Babylon the
great' cf. Dan 4:30.

"It is a symbol for the spirit of godlessness
which in every age lures men away from the
worship of the Creator. It is the final
manifestation of secular humanism in its
attempt to destroy the remaining vestiges of
true religion. Society set free from God is its
own worst enemy." Mounce .

BacavicOnoetar  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s
Bacavile torment

mop, og n fire

Ogiov, ov n sulphur, brimstone

"A figure taken from God's judgement upon
Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 19:24; 20:10;
21:8)." Mounce.

évomov prep with gen before
apviov, ov n lamb

oivog, o M wine

Bupog, ov M anger, rage, fury

nopveln, og T sexual immorality

nemodtikey  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s motllw
give to drink

"Christians had borne the shame of public
derision and opposition; soon their antagonists
will suffer before a more august gathering."”
Mounce.

Witherington comments, "Recall that this
material began with a call to repentance. These
horrific effects are not inevitable unless one
refuses to repent and to cease following the
dragon.”

Cf. Jer 51:6-10. "The heady potion of Rome's
seductive practices inevitably involves the
wrath of God." Mounce.

Revelation 14:11

Revelation 14:9

Kai dAAog dyyelog tpitog norovdncev avtoig
Aéyav év eovii peydAn: Ei i mpookuvel 10
Onpiov kai TV gikdva avtod, Kol AapPavet
yoporypo €l ToD PHETOTOV 0O TOD T &l TV
YEpa adTOD,

Kot 0 Kamvog Tod Pacovicpod adTdv gig
aidvog aidvov avafaivet, Kol ook Egovoty
AVATaVGLY NUEPOS Kol VOKTOG, Ol
TPOoGKLVOUVTEG TO Onpiov Kol trv gikdva
avtod, kol € Tig AapPavel 10 yapoyuo 100
OVOUATOG 0OTOD.

Tp1tog, 1, ov  third
TPOCKLVE®D See V.7
Onpov, ov n animal, beast

Komvog, ob M smoke

Bacaviopog, ov m torture, torment

aidvag Noun, acc pl ciov, aiovog m age,
eternity

avofoive go up, ascend
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In awful comparison with the ceaseless
worship of the four living creatures in 4:8.

avanavoig, emg T relief, rest
w§, voktog T night

Mounce responds to those who are critical of
such pictures of hell saying, "The teaching of
the NT on the eternal consequences of wilfully
rejecting the love of God as manifested in the
death of Christ for the sin of man does not
allow us to put the doctrine aside as sub-
Christian or reinterpret it in such a way as to
remove the abrasive truth of eternal
punishment. It was Jesus more than anyone
else who spoke of the fires of hell. Better to
enter life maimed, he said, than having two
hands 'go to hell, to the unquenchable fire' (Mk
9:43-44). The story of the rich man tormented
in the fires of hell who begged to have Lazarus
dip his finger in water to cool his tongue (Lk
16:19-31) was told by Jesus. After due
allowance is made for the place of symbolism
in apocalyptic, what remains in these verses is
still the terrifying reality of divine wrath
poured out upon all those who persist in
following Antichrist. What the angel has
proclaimed so vividly must not be undermined
by euphemistic redefinition.”

The meaning must be that they are blessed
from the moment of their death.

Witherington writes, "It is possible that these
last two Greek words are one word — dmaprt.
If the latter is the case, as Beasley-Murray
argues, then what is meant is assuredly rather
than henceforth. Thus the saying would simply
be emphatic and without time reference. It is
equally plausible that here as in Rev 13, where
the first fruits were mentioned, John is
expressing his belief that he lives on the eve of
a significant number of martyrdoms. He would
be thinking of what their faithful witness unto
death would accomplish from now on."

vau yes, yes indeed, certainly

avoronoovton  Verb, aor midd subj, 3 pl
avomave give relief; midd relax, rest

Komog, ov m work, labour, trouble

I.e. not simply from mundane labours but also
from the troubles that have arisen from their
steadfastness to the faith.

axorovbew follow, accompany

Revelation 14:12

God will not forget what they have done and
have endured (cf. Heb 6:10). "Their works
follow them in the sense that there can be no
separation between what a man is and what he
does." Mounce.

Qb 1) vopovi) AV drylwv éotiv, ol Tnpodvteg
T0G EvToAdg Tod Ogod kol v wiotv 'Incod.

Revelation 14:14

®de adv here
vrmopovn, ng T patience, endurance

Cf. 13:10.

Kai £60v, kai idov vepéln Aevkr, kol &mi thv
vepEAV kabnuevov Spotov viov avBpomov,
&YooV £ml THS KEQOATIG a0ToD 0TEPAVOV
XPLOODV Kai &V TH] ¥epl ovTod dpémavoy 0&D.

mpew keep, observe
évtoln, g f command, instruction
motig, ewg T faith

vepen, ng f cloud

Aevkog, n, ov  white, shining
Kofnpor  Sit

opotog, o, ov like

"The implication is that this is the way to avoid
the previously mentioned fate. Eternal issues
are at stake when it comes to how one lives
one's life and in whom one places one's
ultimate faith.” Witherington.

Revelation 14:13

Kai fikovea gaviig €k Tod odpavod Aeyodong:
I'payov: Makdptot oi vekpol oi &v Kupi®
amoBvijokovteg A’ dpti. voi, Aéyel 10 mvedua,
va avomancoviotl €k TV KOT®V avT®dv, Td Yop
Epya adT®V AKOALOVOET HET’ aOTAV.

The description would seem to demand that
this is the risen Christ (cf. 1:13). "The
background is Daniel 7:13-14) in which 'one
like unto a son of man' comes with the clouds
of heaven to receive universal and everlasting
dominion." Mounce.

Some, however, such as Morris, argue that this
is an angel because of the way he is addressed
and commanded by another angel in the
following verse. Mounce replies that the angel
of v.15 is simply a messenger who acts as
herald of the command of God.

ypawov Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s ypoo®
uakoplog, o, ov  blessed, happy

The second of seven beatitudes to be found in
Revelation (cf. 1:3; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6;
22:7,14).

vekpog, o, ov dead
armobvnoxw die
aptt now, at the present

kepain, ng f head

oTEPaAvVOG, ou M wreath, crown
xpvoovg, 1, oov made of gold, golden
xew, xewog f hand

dpemavov, ov n sickle

o&vg, g0, v sharp
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Revelation 14:15

Kol dAlog dyyelog EMADeY €k T0D vaod
Kkpalov &v eovi] peydin 1@ kobnuéve £mi tiig
vepéng: TIEpyov 10 Spénavov cov Kal
0éproov, 1L AAOev 1) dpa Oepicar, dT
£Enpavin 6 Bepiopdg TG Y.

dAhog, m, o another
voog, ov M temple, sanctuary

The command comes from the very presence
of God.

kpalw cry out, call out

nepno send

dpemavov, ov N sickle

0épioov  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s 0gpilo
reap, harvest

opa, ag T hour, moment

Oepicon  Verb, aor act infin fgpilw

&€&npavon  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s &npawvo
dry up; pass be ripe

Bepiopog, o M harvest, crop

Witherington writes, "In the OT both harvest
and vintage are regularly used as symbols of
judgment either on God's people or on their
foes (cf. Hos 6:11; Lam 1:15; Jer 51:33).
Possibly the closest parallel is Joel 3:9-14,
which refers to a double harvest of grain and
grapes. Isa 63:1-6 speaks of God returning
from the winepress with garments dyed with
the blood of the heathen. These images are
here combined with Dan 7:13, the familiar son
of man image."

Revelation 14:16

kai EBarev 0 kabnuevog €l THig VEPEANS TO
dpémavov avtod Emi TV Yijv, kal €0epictn N
il

BoAlw throw, cast
£0epicBn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s Oegpillm

The picture here is probably of judgment, not
of a mixed harvest of wheat and tares.

Revelation 14:17

Kol dAAog Gyyelog EEfjABeY €k ToD vaoD Tod &v
@ 0Vpavd, ExoV Kol adTOG dpEmavov 0&D.

A second and more graphic picture of
judgement is presented in vv 17-20. This
second picture is of the fierceness of the wrath
of God against the ungodly.

dpemavov, ov n see v.14
ofvg, e, v see v.14

Revelation 14:18

kai GALog dyyelog €k tod Buclactnpiov, O
Exmv é€ovaiav €ml Tod TPAC, Kol EPOVNOEV
@OV LeYOAn T ExovTL 0 dpEmavov TO OEY
Aéyov- TTépyov cov 0 dpémavov o 0&D Kai
TpHynoov 1oVg fotpuog Tig AuméAoL Tiig YTig,
St fikpooay oi ota@LAal avTic.

Bucuaotplov, ov N altar

"As the altar is elsewhere connected with the
prayers of the righteous (6:9-10; 8:3-5), we are
probably to understand here that the prayers of
the faithful play a definite part in bringing
about God's judgement upon the wicked."
Mounce.

€€ovota, ag T authority, power
mop, og n fire

| Cf. 8:3-5.

ooven call, call out

nepno send

tpuyam gather, pick

Botpuc, vog m bunch (of grapes)
aumelog, ov f vine

axpalo become ripe, ripen
otaguin, ng f (bunch of) grapes

Revelation 14:19

kai EBolev 0 &yyehog 10 dpémavov avTod €ig

™V v, Kol étpvynoev v durelov tig yiic,
kai EBodev gig v Anvov tod Bupod tod Bgod
OV péyav.

Avog, ov T wine press
Bvupog, ov m anger, rage, fury
peyac, peyain, peyo large, great

For this picture of judgment elsewhere in
Scripture, cf. 1s 63:3; Lam 1:15; Joel 3:13; Rev
19:15ff.

Revelation 14:20

kai ErotnOn 1 Anvog EEmbev g mdrewc, Kol
EEfABeV aipa éx THg AvoDd dypt TV yaAvéy
TV (tnev dno otadiov yikiov EEakocioy.

notem trample
¢€mbev adv outside
nohg, ewg T city, town

Probably meaning Jerusalem. "Judgement
‘outside the city' ... must certainly be an
allusion to the One who suffered for the sins of
man 'outside the gate' (Heb 13:12; cf. Jn
19:20). Those who refuse the first judgement
must take part in the second." Mounce.

aipa, atog f  blood

aypv prep with gen until, as far as

yoAwog, ov m bit, bridle

innog, ov f horse

otadiol, v m (pl) stades, furlongs (about
200 metres)

y\ot, ot, o thousand
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¢€axootol, a1, o Six hundred

The number of stadia is the subject of several
textual variants. "The distance, 1600 furlongs
(some 184 miles), has been variously
interpreted. Geographically it is the
approximate length of Palestine. Symbolically
it squares the number four (the number of the
earth: ‘four corners of the earth,' 7:1; 20:8;
"four winds of the earth,' 7:1) and multiplies it
by the square of ten (the number of
completeness; cf. 5:11; 20:6). The judgement
of God, portrayed ideally as taking place
outside of the holy city, extends to all men
everywhere who find themselves beyond the
pale of divine protection.” Mounce.

Oavpactog, n, ov marvellous, wonderful,
extraordinary, astonishing
€nta seven

iy, ng f plague

Cf. Lev 26:21. "The seven bowls of judgement
[vv 5-8] may be the third Woe announced in
11:14." Mounce.

goyatog, 1, ov adj last, final

gteléoBn  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s tehew
complete, finish

Bvpoc, ov m see 14:19

All that remains is the final judgement itself.

Revelation 15:2

Reddish comments, "God's wrath is part of his
love. It is God's wrath, God's justice, that
responds to the cries of the martyrs under the
altar in 6:7-11. It is God's wrath that hears and
responds to the prayers of God's people in 8:3-
5. God's love for creation and the people of
God created means that God cannot ignore the
cries of his people on earth nor the whole
creation that has been groaning for redemption
(Rom. 8:18-25). For John, the wrath of God is
the wrath of the Lamb — the Lamb, John never
lets us forget, who was slain; the Lamb who
has conquered by his own death. The self-
sacrificial death is a part of God's response to a
world that cries for justice."

Kai £16ov d¢ 8dhacoay Dariviy pepypuévny
mopi, Kol Tovg vik®dvtag £k Tod Onpiov Kol €k
T gikovog adtod Kai ék oD ap1Bpod Tod
ovOpaTOG 00ToD £0T@MTOC £l TNV OdAdcoay
TNV VoAivny, Exovtog KiBdpag tod Beod.

folacoa, ng f sea
valwvog, 1, ov  Of glass, clear as glass

Cf. 4:6.

pueptypévny - Verb, perf pass ptc, facc s
pyvopt  mix, mingle
vika® CONnguer, overcome

Revelation 15:1-16:21 — The seven plagues

Witherington comments, "In view of the
typology of this section, these seven plagues
are but the beginning of the end, for the devil
is yet to be thrown into the lake of fire and
God's people have yet to experience the final
redemption. The key to understanding this
entire segment is found in the Exodus
typology, for as Caird notes we not only have
seven plagues in Revelation, we also have a
sea that the faithful seem to cross, a song of
Moses that is also said to be the song of the
Lamb, the smoke of the theophany at Sinai,
and the tent of testimony. John is trying to say
that God's final deliverance will be like,
though much greater than, that paradigmatic
deliverance of the OT — the Exodus Sinai
events."

"They are the overcomers to whom the seven
letters hold out promise of eating of the tree of
life (2:7), protection from the second death
(2:11), hidden manna (2:17), authority over the
nations (2:26), white garments (3:5), the
honour of becoming a pillar in the temple of
God (3:12), and the privilege of sitting with
Christ on his throne (3:21). Little wonder they
break out in song!" Mounce.

Onpwov, ov n animal, beast

gikov, ovog f likeness, image

ap1Bpog, ov m number

¢otdtag Verb, perf act ptc, m acc pl iotmu
stand

xiapa, ag f harp

Revelation 15:3

kot gdovoy v @OV Meicémg tod dodAov
70D Bg0D Kol TV @AMV ToD Apviov Aéyovteg:
Meydda kai Bovpoota ta Epya cov, Kopte, O
0g6¢, 0 mavtokpdtop: dikoton kot dANBval ol
0001 6oV, 0 PactAeds TOV aidVOV-

Revelation 15:1

Kai €idov dAko onpegiov év Td odpavd péya
Kol Bovpactov, dyyéAovg Enta Exovtag TANYOG
EMTA TOG €0y dTog, OTL &v adTaic £T1eléctn O
Bvpog Tod Beod.

¢@dw sing
®dn, ng f song, song of praise
apviov, ov n lamb

dAAog, 1, o another, other
omnuewv, ov N miraculous sign, sign

"We are not to understand two songs, but one.
The deliverance of which Moses and the
people sang in Exodus 15:1-18 prefigured the
greater deliverance wrought by the Lamb."
Mounce.

Bovpootog, n, ov see v.l
TOVTOKPOTOP, 0pog M Almighty
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dwartog, a, ov  righteous, just
dAnbwoc, 1, ov real, genuine, true
0do¢, ov f way, path

Baothevg, emg M King

The textual evidence is fairly evenly divided
between Baciiedg tdv 6vadv and Baciledg
@V aiovev. (The TR reading tov dywwv is
clearly secondary.) The UBS editors prefer
€0vov, arguing that aioviwv may reflect
scribal assimilation to 1 Tim 1:17.

Revelation 15:4

Tig 00 un eoPnof], Kopte, kai do&doel 1O Gvoud
oov, 8Tt povog 6c10g; OtL TavTa T BV
fEoVoY Kol TPOGKLVIGOVGLY EvATOV 6oV, OTL
T SIKAUDNOTA GOV EPavepmONGaV.

@oPnOf] Verb, aor pass dep subj, 3 s
poPeopon fear

do&alw praise, honour, glorify, exalt

povog, 1, ov adj only, alone

oo1og, a, ov holy

NKo come

mpookvve® Worship

gvomov prep with gen before

dwoimpo, tog N righteous deed

pavepow Mmake known, reveal

Witherington comments, "The Lamb's death
and the prophetic and martyrological witness
of believers are God's strategy for winning the
nations. John envisions a great harvest of souls
as the end of the ages come. But, as Bauckham
says, 'this does not of course mean that
Revelation expects the salvation of each and
every human being. From 21:8, 27; 22:15 it is
quite clear that unrepentant sinners will have
no place in the new Jerusalem.' The material in
Rev 15 means that John believes that God's
chastisements are intended to lead the lost to
salvation and that God takes no satisfaction
that some of the lost will remain lost.
Revelation is not a book about vindictiveness
but about vindication, not about the glee of the
few over the damnation of the many but about
the great cloud of witnesses there will be one
day from every tribe, tongue, and nation."

Revelation 15:5

Kai petd tadta €160v, kai fvoiyn 6 vadg Tic
oKNViig 100 paptupiov v 1@ ovpavd,

fvoiyn Verb, aor pass indic, 3s avoryw
open

vaog, o m temple, sanctuary

oknvn, ng T tent, tabernacle

paptupov, ov h testimony, withess

Cf. Num 17:7; 18:2. A reference to the
tabernacle containing the two tables of
testimony brought down from Mt Sinai by
Moses (Ex 32:15; Deut 10:5).

Revelation 15:6

kot EENABOV o Emta dyyeAot ol Eyovteg Tag
EMTO TANYOG €K TOD Voo, Evdgdvpévol Aivov
KaBapov Aapumpov kol neplelmopévor Tepi Td
oo {dvog xpvodc.

évdedopévor  Verb, perf midd ptc, m nom pl
évove dress, clothe; midd wear

Avov, ov n linen, flax

kabapog, a, ov pure, clean

Aapmpog, a, ov bright, shining, fine

nepieCwopévor  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
nepiliowvvope wrap around

otbog, ovg n chest, breast

Covn, ng T belt

xpvoovg, 1, oov Mmade of gold, golden

Symbolic of royal and priestly functions.
Witherington comments, "This is similar to the
appearance of Jesus in Rev 1:13, but Dan 10:5
may also be echoed, as it describes an angelic
figure clothed in linen with a belt of gold."

Revelation 15:7

Kol &v €K TV tecodpav (hov EdmKev Tolg
EMTA AyYEAOLG EMTA OLOAOG YPVGAG YELODOOG
70D Bopod 10D Bgod Tod {HVTOog €ig TOLG
adVoS TOV AidVOV.

Cwov, ov n living creature
£dwxev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s ddmu
ouwAn, ng f bowl

Cf. 5:8. "Since the mention of the golden
bowls in Revelation is limited to these two
contexts, John may be calling attention to the
relationship between prayer and divine
retribution." Mounce. Cf. Isa 51:17,22.

veuw be full

Bvpoc, ov m see 14:19

Coo live

aiov, oiovog m age, eternity

Revelation 15:8

kai £yepicOn 0 voog kamvod €k Thg 60ENG Tod
0g0D kal £k Tiig dSuvauemg avToD, Kol 0VdELg
£00varto gloehBelv gig TOV vaov dypt
TehecO®OV ol EMTA TANYOL TOV EXTA AYYELDV.

yveulo il
Kamvog, o m smoke

|Cf. Ex 19:18; 40:34; Is 6:4.

duvapug, emg T power

0vde1g, 0vdEp, 00OV N0 one, nothing

dvuvapor can, be able to

glogpyopon enter

aypt prep and conj until

telecOdowy  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl teiew
see v.1.
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Witherington comments, "This is the signal not
merely that God is coming but that God is
about to act. No one can stand in the way or
even in his presence when his wrath is
executed or, in this case, until the seven
plagues have been fulfilled."

Revelation 16

Chapter 16 describes the final series of
plagues. "The parallels between this series of
judgements and the trumpet plagues (chaps 8-
11) are readily apparent. In each series the first
four plagues are visited upon the earth, sea,
inland waters, and heavenly bodies
respectively. The fifth involves darkness and
pain (cf. 16:10 with 9:2, 5-6), and the sixth,
enemy hordes from the vicinity of the
Euphrates (cf. 16:12 with 9:14 ff). Both series
draw heavily for their symbolism from the ten
Egyptian plagues. The turning of water into
blood (8:8; 16:3,4) parallels the first Egyptian
plague in which Moses struck the waters of the
Nile, turning them to blood (Ex 7:20). The
darkening of the sun (8:12; cf. 16:10) has as its
counterpart the ninth Egyptian plague in which
thick darkness prevailed over the land for three
days (Ex 10:21-22)." Mounce. Here, however,
the effect of the plagues is not limited but
universal: it is no longer a call to repentance
but a pouring out of wrath.

Revelation 16:1

Kol fikoveo peydAng eoviig €k tod vood
Agyovong toig émta dyyéholg: YTdyete Kol
gkyéete TaG ENTA PLAAG TOD Bupod Tod BoD
elg TNV Yiv.

Cf. Is 66:6.

Vmoy® go
gkyem pour out

Revelation 16:2

Kol anfiifev 6 mpdtog Kol £EExeev TV QLAANV
avToD &ig TV YAV: Kol £yEvETo EAKOC KAKOV
Kol Tovnpov €Ml ToVG AvOp®dTOVG TOVG EovTag
10 yhpoypo Tod Onpiov kai Tovg
TPOoKLVODVTOG Tf] €lKOVL aTOD.

npwtog, 1, ov  first

gyévero Verb, aor midd dep indic, 35 ywvopon
ghkog, ovg N sore, boil

Kokog, 1, ov  evil, bad, harm

movnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

Cf. Ex 9:9-11.

xapaypo, tog n - mark
Onpwov, ov n see 15:2
mpookvvew See 15:4

gikov, ovog f see 15:2

Revelation 16:3

Koai 0 dgvtepog €E€xeev TV @LAANY adTOD €ig
v 0dhaccav- kol &y&veto aipa Mg vekpod,
Kol oo yoyn (ofic anébavev Ta €v i
Boraoon.

dvetepog, a, ov second
Oolacoa, ng f sea
aipa, atog T blood

| Cf Ex 7:20-21; Rev 8:8-9.

vekpog, a, ov dead

yoym, ng T life, 'soul', living being

Com, ng T life

anébavev Verb, aor act indic, 3s dmobvnoke
die

| Le. ‘all sea life died

Revelation 16:4

Kai 0 tpitog €€€xeev v LAY avTOD €ig
TOVG TOTAOVS KOl TOG TTNYAG TAV VOGT®V: Kol
€YEVETO OO

Tprrog, 1, ov  third

TOTONOG, OV M river, stream
myn, ne f spring, fountain; well
Vdwp, béatog N water

Cf 8:10-11. Witherington comments, "The
turning of the seas and springs into blood
divides a single Egyptian plague into two
parts, thus showing the author is not
attempting to follow slavishly the literary
pattern."

Revelation 16:5

kai fikovoa tod ayyELov TV VOGTOV
Aéyovtoc: Afkouog €1, 6 dv kai 6 v, 6 8c10¢,
Ot TadTo Exprvag,

dwanog, a, ov righteous, just
ooog, a, ov  holy
kpwvo judge

Cf 15:2-4. "The judgement of God is neither
vengeful nor capricious. It is an expression of
his just and righteous nature." Mounce.

Revelation 16:6

&t aipa dryimv kol TpoenTdv 8E€yeavy, Kol
odpLo avToic Sédwicag msiv: dE10i sicwy.

aywog, a, ov holy

TpoeNTNG, 0L M prophet

dédwrag Verb, perf act indic, 2 s d1Wdwut
melv Verb, aor act infin mve  drink

The judgment fits the crime. The NRSV
translates &&uwt gicw 'It is what they deserve.'

aéog, a, ov worthy, deserving, fitting
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Revelation 16:7

kai fiovoa Tod Buclactnpiov Aéyovtog: Nai,
KOpie, 0 Bedg, 0 TavTokpdTep, GANOval Kol
dikotan oi Kpioelg Gov.

Revelation 16:10

Buclootprov, ov n altar

Kol 0 méuntog éE€xeev TV OLOANY odTod €mi
Tov Opdvov Tod Onpiov- kol yéveto 1 Pacireia
a0TOD E6KOTMUEVT, KOl ELACAVTO TOG
YADGGOG aOT®Y €K TOD TOVOL,

The voice "represents the corporate testimony
of the martyrs in 6:9 and the prayers of the
saints in 8:3-5." Mounce.

var yes, yes indeed, certainly
TOVTOKPOTOP, opog M Almighty
aanbwog, 1, ov real, genuine, true
kpioelg Noun, nom pl «kpioig, ewg f
judgement, act of judgement

Cf. Ps 19:9.

Revelation 16:8

nepmrtog, 1, ov  fifth

Opovog, oo m throne

Onplov, ov n animal, beast

goxotopévn Verb, perf pass ptc, f nom s
okotoopol be or become darkened

poacaopol gnaw, bite

yMoooo, g f tongue, language, utterance

novog, ov M pain, suffering; hard work

Revelation 16:11

Kol 0 tétaptog é&€xeev TNV QLOANY odTOD €M
TOV fjMov- kol €500 avT@® Kavpaticot Tovg
avOpdmovg év mopl.

kol éBAacenunoay tOv Bedv Tod ovpavod Ek
TOV TOVOV 00TV Kol £K TOV EAKDY o0TdV, KoL
00 petevomoay €k Tdv EPYV avTdv.

£\xog, ovg n sore, boil

TeTOPTOG, M, ov  fourth

n\og, ov M the sun

£600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3s 61dwut
kovpatile scorch, burn

mop, oc n fire

"Their blasphemy of God means that in their
agony they clearly recognise the source of their
punishments yet refuse to give up their
idolatrous and rebellious ways." Reddish

Witherington comments, "John seems to be
drawing on some other intertestamental Jewish
ideas such as those found in Wisd. of Sol. 5:7
— God makes the whole creation a weapon to
repel his enemies."

Revelation 16:12

Kol 0 €ktog €E€yeev v e1dAnv avTod éml TOV
TOTAPOV TOV péyav Tov Evppdtnyv: kai
€Enpavon 10 Vdwp adTod, tva EtoyacHi] 1
000G TOV PactAémv T@V Gmd AvaToiiic NAiov.

Revelation 16:9

kai Ekavpaticdncav ot dvOpwmot Kodpo puéya
kai EBAacenuncoy to dvoua tod Bgod Tod
&yovtog TV €Eovaiav £mi TaC TANYAS TOVTAG,
Kai oV petevonoav dodvat avtd d6&av.

£ktog, M, ov  Sixth

TOTOWNOG, O M river

£&npavOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s Enpawve
dry up

Vdwp, HéaTog N water

gxavpoaticOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
KovpaTiL®

Kowpo, Tog N heat

Bracenuew slander, insult, blaspheme

&yovtog Verb, pres act ptc, mgen s éyw

é€ovoa, ag T authority, power

manym, ng T plague

petavoew repent

dobvan Vverb, aor act infin 15w

do&a, g f glory

"The Euphrates was an enormous river, and it
never dried up under normal circumstances.
Thus the divine source of this drying up as a
judgment is emphasised (cf. Isa 50:2; Hos
13:15; Nah 1:4)." Witherington.

gtoacOf Verb, aor pass subj, 3s érowalom
prepare

06o¢, ov f way, path, road

Baotkevg, emg m King

avatoin, ng f rising sun, dawn, east

nAog, ov m the sun

"Following the great earthquake of 11:13 the
nations were ‘dazzled into homage and
conversion' (Kiddle...) — a temporary condition
at best — but now, knowing full well that it is
God himself who controls the plagues, they
refuse to repent but resort to blasphemy. Like
Pharaoh, their hearts have become hardened
and repentance is out of the question."
Mounce.

"The Euphrates marked the eastern boundary
of the land given by covenant to Abraham and
his seed (Gen 15:18; Deut 1:7-8; Josh 1:3-4).
It also separated the Roman Empire on the east
from the much feared Parthians whose expert
cavalry bowmen had conquered the entire
territory from the Euphrates to the Indus."
Mounce.

Witherington comments, "At 17:16 we will
learn that these kings from the rising sun have
as their goal the destruction of Babylon."
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Revelation 16:13

Ko €160V €k T0D 6TOUATOC TOD SPAKOVTOC Koi
€k Tod otopaToC ToD ONpiov kai €k TOD
otop0Tog 10D Yevdompoprtov TvedpaTa Tpia
axdBapto dg Patpayot:

otouo, Tog N mouth
dpaxwv, ovtog m dragon
yevdonpoenng, ov m false prophet

"The faithful are admonished to be on the alert
for this great event — not taken by surprise as a
soldier who, when the alarm is sounded, must
run away naked because he has misplaced his
clothing." Mounce.

aoynuoovvn, g f shame of nakedness

Revelation 16:16

"The unclean spirits proceed from the mouths
of the unholy triumvirate, suggesting the
persuasive and deceptive propaganda which in
the last days will lead men to an unconditional
commitment to the cause of evil." Mounce.

Kol GUVIYOyEV aDTOVG €1G TOV TOTOV TOV
kohovpevov Efpaioti Appayeddv.

TpEIg, TP gen tpiov dat tpiow three
dxabaptog, ov unclean
Batpayoc, ov m frog

"The reference to the three spirits as frogs
emphasizes their uncleanness and perhaps their
endless croaking." Mounce.

In the ancient world, frogs were generally
viewed as unclean, ugly and vicious.

Witherington comments, "Though the evil
trinity sends these spirits out, they serve God's
purpose of bringing the nations together for
God's final judgment. It is quite clear from
Ezek 38-39; Zech 14 and 1 En 56, 90 that
various early Jews believed that, in the last
days, their enemies would gather to war
against them but that God would intervene and
save them. Here this tradition has been blended
with the idea of hordes invading the Roman
Empire.”

Revelation 16:14

elotv yap mvevpata dapoviov moodvia
onueio, a Eékmopevetat &ml ToVG PUCIAEIS THg
oikovpévng 6ANG, ocvvayayetv adTovg €ig TOV
TOAEUOV TTiG NUEPOS THS HEYOANG TOD Be0D TOD
TOVTOKPATOPOG —

ocuvvryayev Verb, aor act infin cuvayw
Tomog, ov M place
‘EBpaictt in Hebrew or Aramaic

dapoviov, ov N demon

onuelov, ov N miraculous sign

gkmopgvopot  go or come out

Bactievg, ewg M king

oikovpevn, ng T world, inhabited earth

o0Aog, 1, ov whole, all, complete, entire

ovvayayeiv  Verb, aor infin cuvayo gather,
gather together

molepog, o m war, battle

TaVToKpOT®P, 0pog M Almighty

Cf. Joel 3:2.

Revelation 16:15

‘I60V Epyopot dG KAERTNG. LaKAPLOg O
YPNYOP®V Kol THP@®V TG 1dTio avtod, tva pn
YOUVOG Tepatti Kol PAET®GY TV
GACYNHUOGVUVIV aVTOD —

KAentng, ov m  thief
uakoplog, o, ov blessed, happy

The third of the seven beatitudes of
Revelation.

ypnyopew be or keep awake, be alert
mpeo keep, maintain

ipatiov, ov N garment, clothing
youvog, 1, ov  naked

nepumoze Walk, walk about, live
Premw see

It is difficult to identify Apuayedwv, a
difficulty which has given rise to a number of
textual variants. "Magadon is normally
connected with Megiddo, the ancient city lying
on the north side of the Carmel ridge and
commanding the strategic pass between the
coastal plain and the valley of Esdraelon. It is
one of history's famous battlefields, having
witnessed major conflicts all the way 'from one
fought by Tuthmosis 111 in 1468 B.C. to that of
Lord Allenby of Megiddo in 1917' (NBD,
p.505). 'By the waters of Megiddo' Barak and
Deborah defeated the chariots of Sisera (Judg
4-5; cf. 5:19). Ahaziah, wounded by the arrows
of Jehu, fled to Meggido, and died there (11
Kgs 9:27). Har-Magedon would mean 'the
Mountain of Megiddo,' But here a difficulty
arises: there is no Mt. Megiddo... Fortunately,
geography is not the major concern. Wherever
it takes place, Har-Magedon is symbolic of the
final overthrow of all the forces of evil by the
might and power of God. The great conflict
between God and Satan, Christ and Antichrist,
good and evil, which lies behind the
perplexing course of history will in the end
issue in a final struggle in which God will
emerge victorious and take with him all who
have placed their faith in him. This is Har-
Magedon."
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Revelation 16:17

Kol 0 €Bdopog €€éyeev v OLaANV avTod mi
TOV aépa — Kol EETAOEV VT peydAn €k ToD
vaod 4o tod Bpdvov Aéyovoa- I'éyovev —

épdopog, n, ov  seventh
anp, epog m  air
véyovev Verb, perf act indic, 3s ywopon

|Cf. 15:1. Moffatt translates "All is over!"

Revelation 16:18

Kol £yévovto dotpamal kol poval Kol fpoviai,
KOl GEIGHOG 8YEVETO HEYAC, 010C OVK £YEVETO
&’ od dvBpmmot &yévovto &mi Tiic Yiic
TNAMKODTOG GEIGUOG 0VT® PéYOG,

aotpann, ng T lightning

Bpovtn, ng f thunder

ogwopog, ov m earthquake

olog, o, ov relative pronoun such as
TAKoLTOC, VTN, OVTO SO great, so large
ovtwg and ovte adv. formed from ovrog thus

Cf. 4:5; 8:5; 11:19.

Revelation 16:19

Kai &yéverto 1 ToMg 1 peyddn eig tpia pépn,
Kol ol Tohelg TdV €BvaV Enecav: Kai Bafviav
1N peydin éuviobn évomiov Tod Beod dodvar
aVTf} TO TOTHPLOV TOD 0ivov Tod Bupod THg
opyfg avTov:

nolg, eog T city, town

Some take the great city as Jerusalem (cf.
11:8). Others think the reference is to Rome.
Morris thinks it is a general picture of the
complete destruction of "civilised man ...
ordering his affairs apart from God."

TPELS, TPLo. gen tpwwv dat tpiow three
uepog, ovg h part, piece

“Perhaps because it is ruled by the unholy
trinity, so that the punishment fits the crime.”
Witherington.

gnecav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mte fall,
fall down

guvnobn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
pivnokopor  remember, call to mind

évomov prep with gen before

dodvar verb, aor act infin 313wt

TOTNPOV, OV N Cup

oivog, ov M wine

Bupog, ov m anger, rage, fury

opyn, ng f wrath, anger

Revelation 16:20

kol Tdoa vijoog Epuyey, Kai §pn ody
gvpédnoav.

vnoog, ov f island

ey flee

opog, ovg N mountain, hill
evpoke find

Cf. 6:12-14. Witherington comments, “This is,
of course, metaphorical, but it draws on the OT
notion that all of creation quakes when God
comes down to visit, especially when he comes
in judgment.”

Revelation 16:21

kot yoAalo peydin dc tohavtioio katafaivet
€K 100 ovpavod Eml ToLG AvOpdOTOVG: Kol
éPhaconunoav ol dvBpwmotl Tov Bedv €k Tiig
TINYTG TS yoralng, 6t peydin €otiv 1 TNy
avtig 6eOSpa.

yarolo, ng f hail

tolavTianog, a, ov - weighing a talent
(perhaps about 90 pounds)

kotofowve come down, descend

Broconuem cf. 16:9,11,21.

mnyn, ng T plague

oodpa very much, very, greatly

“This leads to no repentance, only a
blasphemous scream complaining about the
severe weather.” Witherington.

Revelation 17:1-19:10 — A tale of two cities,
two women

This section contrasts two cities, Babylon and
the New Jerusalem. They are personified and
contrasted as two women, a great whore and a
bride.
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Witherington comments, “Rev 17 should not
be seen as the sequel to Rev 16. It is an
expansion or close-up of the seventh cup or
perhaps the sixth and seventh cups. The
procedure of recounting a vision and then
following it with an interpretation is common
in apocalyptic literature, not least because such
highly symbolic visions required
interpretation, even to those who received
them... Rev 17:1-19:10 demonstrates how
Babylon is made to drain the cup of God’s
wrath. The lamentation in Rev 18 and the
worship in Rev 19:1-10 underscore that the fall
is final. A good deal of the description of
Babylon draws on Jer. 51.” Witherington
includes an interesting excursus on the
connection between a city and religion in the
ancient world: cities were often believed to be
the earthly seat of a god. Witherington
concludes, “These things need to be kept in
view as we evaluate what John says about both
Babylon/Rome and the New Jerusalem. He
understood quite well that such cities were
profoundly religious in character, in design, in
practice, and in belief structure. John does not
oppose a secular to a sacred city in his visions.
He opposes two categorically opposed visions
of a holy city, one involving the deification of
the human in the person of the Emperor and of
the city, and of nature/creation in the form of a
multitude of other gods and godesses, and the
other involving the deity of an only God who
always maintains the creator/creature
distinction and so makes relationships between
the human and divine eternally possible.”

Revelation 17:2

1ed’ fic mdpvevcav ol Paciisic ¢ yig, koi
€uebdobnoav ol KoTrokodvTeG TV YAV €K TOD
oivov Tii¢ Topveiag avTi|g.

mopvevw commit sexual immorality
Baotlevg, emg m King

"They represent the apostate nations which
Rome has enticed into idolatrous worship of
herself and the beast." Mounce.
Witherington comments that “M. E. Boring
has rightly noted that fornication here refers
not only to idolatrous worship of the Emperor
but likely also worship of the city of Rome in
the form of the goddess Roma. This in effect
involves ‘accepting Rome as the point of
orientation for life in this world, that is,
making Rome herself a god’.”

pebvw be drunk, drink freely
kotowew live, inhabit

oivog, ov M wine

mopvela, og T sexual immorality

Revelation 17:3

Kol GmveyKev e g Epnuov év TveupoTL. Kol
ldov yvvoika kadnuévny i Onpiov kokKvov,
yépovta dvopata fracenpiog, £xov KEPUAAS
EMTA KOl KEPOTO, OEKQL.

amveykév  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dmayw
lead away, lead, bring
gpnuog, ov f deserted place

Revelation 17:1

"In this context the wilderness is not a place of
divine protection and nourishment (as in 12:6,
14), but an appropriate setting for a vision of
judgement." Mounce.

Kai fAev gic 8k 1@V émta dyyEhov tédv
EYOVTOV TOG EMTA PLAAG, Kol EAGANCEY pet’
€nod Aéyov: Aedpo, dei&m oot o Kpipa Tig
TOPVIG TG LEYAANG THS Kabnuévng €mt VOGTOV
TOALDV,

yovn, awkog f woman, wife
Onpov, ov n animal, beast
KOKKWvog, M, ov - scarlet, red

énto. seven
devpo adv. come, come here

[cf. 21:9.

deiéw Verb, fut act indic, 3 s dewvopt
show, reveal

Kpo, Tog N judgement

nopvn, g f prostitute

Witherington comments, “The colour of the
Beast is probably intended to recall the colour
of the dragon in 12:3. But Beasley-Murray
may be correct that the colour is meant to
suggest royalty. Scarlet and purple were
colours much beloved by the wealthy and
royalty of Rome. But it is also true that all
purple outfits were worn by high-class
prostitutes.”

[Cf. Nahum 3:4; Isa 23:16,17.

kafnpon  Sit, sit down, live
Vowp, VOaTOog N water

Cf. v.15 and Jer 51:13. The picture from Jer.
51 of the various canals of the Euphrates
which distributed water throughout the area
around Babylon is now applied to Rome and
its many peoples — "the influence of Rome
flows throughout the entire world." Mounce.

veuw be full, be covered with
ovopo, Tog N name, title
Broconuia, ac f slander, blasphemy
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"The reference is to the blasphemous claims to
deity made by the Roman emperors who
employed such titles as theios (divine), soter
(saviour), and kyrios (Lord). The blasphemies
are not so much directly spoken against God
by the beast as they are implied by his self-
deification. The beast (like the dragon of chap.
12) has seven heads and ten horns (cf. 13:1).
John supplies his own interpretation to these
later in the chapter (vss. 9-14, 16-17)."
Mounce.

kepain, ng f head
énta. seven
Kepog, 0tog N horn
dexo ten

Revelation 17:4

Kad 1) yovi) fiv Tep1PePAnpév mopeupodv kai
KOKKIVOV, KOl KEYPLOOUEVT XPLGI® Kol AIB®
Tyl kol papyopitaig, Exovso TOTHPLOV
XPLCODV €V Ti] ¥EPl avTH|g YEROoV BoslvypdTmv
Kol 0 axdBapto Thg Topveiag ovTic,

nepiPePAnuévn  Verb, perf pass ptc, fnom s
neppario put on, clothe, dress
TopPLPOVG, 0, oLV  purple; purple garment

Signifying the luxury and splendour of ancient
Rome.See also Witherington’s comments in
the previous verse.

keypvoouévn Verb, perf pass ptc, f nom s
ypvcow cover or adorn with gold

xpvotov, ov n gold

MBoc, ov m stone

oG, o, ov - precious, valuable

papyapttng, ov m pearl

TOTNPOV, 0L N Cup

xew, xewpog f hand

vepw be full, be covered with

Bésivyua, togc ' something detestable

The xau is probably epexegetical, meaning
‘even'.

axabaptog, ov unclean
nopvewo, og T seev.2

Cf. Jer 51:7 and Dan 9:27. “In view of Mark
13 and other texts, the reference to the
abominations should probably be taken to
mean idolatrous practices, since abomination
was a common Jewish euphemism for ‘idol’.”
Witherington.

Revelation 17:5

Kol €ml TO PETOTOV aDTHG GVOLLD YEYPOLLUEVOV,
pootiplov, Bapulav 1 peydin, 1 pitnp tdv
Topv@AV Kol TV BOeAvyldToV THG YRS

uetmnov, ov n forehead
veypaupévov Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s ypag® write

“John was probably also drawing on the
practice of Roman harlots of wearing a
headband with their name on it.” Witherington.

pouonpov, ov N secret, mystery

Opinions differ as to whether pvotnpiov forms
part of the name. The NEB thinks not and
translates it "written on her forehead was a
name with a secret meaning..."

mopvn, ng T seev.l
Bdeivyua, tog n see v.4

She is the "mother of whores and of every
obscenity on earth."” NEB.

Revelation 17:6

Kad g1dov TV yvvoike pedbovoav &k tod
aipoTog Tdv ayimv Koi €k Tod aipatog Tdv
paptopav Incod.

Kot é8adpaca idov avtny adpa péya:

uebvw be drunk

aipa, atog f  blood

poptug, poptopog dat pl poptocy m
witness, matryr

Probably not meant to imply two different
groups but a double reference to believers who
had given their lives as a result of their
faithfulness to the gospel. Witherington,
however, comments, “We have here two
phrases following the preposition of ék, which
most naturally suggests two different groups.
Before we have had the tandem of the prophets
and martyrs/witnesses. The reference actually
could be to the OT saints and the Christians
(cf. Heb 12:1ff)).”

Oavpalo  wonder, be amazed
idowv Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s 6pow see
Oavua, tog 1 wonder

"The revolting and gory spectacle causes John
to wonder 'with a great wonder.' Upon being
taken to the wilderness he had expected to see
the judgement of the harlot, but up to this point
she appears triumphant. Ostentatiously attired
and adorned in wealth, she sits upon the scarlet
beast advertising her base trade and intoxicated
with the blood of her victims. The true nature
of the empire is at last fully revealed."
Mounce.

Revelation 17:7

Kol gimév pot 6 dyyshog: Awd i é0adpacag;
€YD £p® GOL TO LVOTHPLOV TTG YUVOLKOG Kol
0D Onpiov 100 PacTtdlovtog avTAV, TOD
£Y0VTOoG TOG EMTO KEPAAAS Kal T dEka KEpaTa

ép@d Verb, futact indic, 1s reyw
pooTtnplov, ov N See v.5

Bactalwm carry, bear

gyovtoc Verb, pres act ptc, mgen s &y

|ém(‘x KeQOAAG... See Vv.3.
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Revelation 17:8

0 Onpiov O £idec v kol oK EoTty, Kol PEALEL
avofaive €k Tig Afvocov, Kol €ig dndAELY
Vmdyel: kol Oovpactncovral ol Kotokodveg
&mi Tig yfic, MV 0V yéypamton TO Svopo &mi O
BipAiov tiig Lmfig o KatafoAific KOGHOV,
BremovTov 10 Onpiov H11 v Kod oK EoTv Kol
TOPESTOL.

gidec Verb, 2nd aor act indic, 2's 6pom see

v kai ovk &otiv An obvious parody of the
Lamb (cf. 1:18; 2:8). The description is an
intentional antithesis to the One "who is and
was and is to come" (1:4,8; 4:8).

pedko (before an infin) be going, be about
avofoive come up, ascend

dpvocog, ov f abyss, underworld
arnolewo, ag f destruction, utter ruin

Witherington comments, “Caird points out that
at 11:7 we hear of a beast that rises from the
abyss. Rev 13:1ff. must be compared at this
juncture. There the monster in question was
the Roman Empire, and it seems likely that this
is true here as well. But the idea of the second
coming refers to the epitome of evil (i.e., Nero
back from the dead). The figure apparently
does not exist while the author is writing but is
expected again, having lived once in the past.
Did John really believe Nero would return?
Probably not, but he is drawing on common
notions to convey the idea of an anti-Christ
figure. Evil takes many shapes, though
ultimately it all goes back to the same source —
the abyss and the Devil.”

Revelation 17:9

"In the broadest sense the beast is that
satanically inspired power that, although
having received the stroke of death, returns to
hurl himself with renewed fury against the
forces of God. It is this incredible power of
resuscitation that causes those who dwell upon
the earth to stand in awe. He is the beast of
chapter 13 who had received a death-stroke
and yet survived (12:3, 12, 14). Down through
history he repeatedly ‘comes up from the abyss'
to harass and, if it were possible, to destroy the
people of God.... The beast was; at the moment
he is not. John wrote under the shadow of an
impending persecution. The beast is about to
come again. This coming will be his last, for
now the King of kings and Lord of lords will
cast him (along with the false prophet) alive
into the lake of fire. This is what it means that
he goes into perdition (see vs, 11 as well)."
Mounce.

Qo 6 voidg 6 Exwv copiav. ol EmTd ke@olod
€nta 6p1 gloiv, 6mov 1 yovr| kabnToL €’
avT®V. Kol fociiels Entd giow:

®d¢ adv here

VOLg, voog, vot, vobv m  mind,
understanding

coquo, ag f wisdom, insight

‘Here is needed the understanding which is
wisdom'. "John is saying that although the
interpretation of the seven heads is not
obvious, it may be understood by those who
ponder the riddle with care and wisdom."
Mounce.

opog, ovg N mountain, hill

An obvious reference to Rome, built on seven
hills.

omov adv. where
koBnpon  Sit, live
Bactigvg, eog M king

BavpacHncovron  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3
pl Bavpalo

xotowken live, inhabit

véypamtar Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s ypaoow

write
Biprov, ov n book, scroll
Com, ng T life

katofBoAn, ng f beginning, creation
Koopog, ov M world, universe

The seven kings would appear to be symbolic
of the universal power of Rome and beyond
that the comprehensive reign of the beast.

Revelation 17:10

ol mévte Emsoay, 0 €l £6Tv, 6 BAAOC oD
ABev, kai Stav ENOn OAiyov adTov Sl ueivar,

|Cf. Ps 69:28; Is 4:3; Rev 3:5.

Premw see
nopsyu be present

"The verb used to describe the coming of the
beast is closely related to the noun which
regularly describes the parousia or second
coming of Christ (1 Cor 15:23; 1 Thess 2:19; 1
Jn 2:28; etc.)." Mounce.

nevte (indeclinable) five

gnecav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mrto fall
€lg, (o, €V gen €vog, pag, Evog one
a@\og, m, o another, other

obmmw nNot yet
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Attempts to identify the five and the other two
as particular Roman emperors are fraught with
difficulty. Others seek to identify each with
historic world empires, Rome being the sixth
and the seventh the 'Christian' empire
established by Constantine. It is perhaps best
to see the number as purely symbolic. "John is
not interested in a careful tabulation of the past
but is declaring the nearness of the end by the
commonly accepted use of a numerical
scheme. For John seven is the number of
completeness. Five kings have fallen, one is,
and the last remains only for a short time."
Mounce.

otav when

oAyov adv. a little, only a little

der impersonal verb it is necessary, must

ueivar Verb, aor act infin peve trans
remain, stay

Revelation 17:11

kad 10 Onpiov O v koi odk EoTv. Kod oTOC
3y000¢ €oTv Kol €K TV £NTA £0TIV, Kol €ig
amdAEIY VITAYEL

oydoog, 1, ov  eighth
énta. seven

Mounce suggests that the eighth who is part of
the seven is the Antichrist. Witherington
argues that it is Domitian.

anolew, og f see v.8

Revelation 17:12

Kol T S8k képata 6 £10e¢ Séxo, PactAglc
glow, oitveg foactieiav odmm Eafov, GALY
g€ovoiav mg Pactieic piav dpav Aopfdvovcy
peta tod Onpiov.

Baothevg, emg M King
oftiveg  Pronoun, m nom pl octig, N11g, 6 TU
who, which

Mounce says that Bactieia is here used to
mean 'royal power’, cf. Lk 19:12.

obm® nhot yet
é€ovota, ag f authority, power
opa, ag T hour, moment

Many identify the ten kings with the Parthian
satraps who were viewed as a threat to Rome.
Witherington writes, “We may be talking
about provincial governors or local officials
who ran the imperial cult in Asia.” He quotes
Friesen who writes, “The book of Revelation
must be understood in its local setting as part
of a clash of religious ideologies, for it
represents an assault on fundamental issues of
social organisation in later first-century Asia.”
Beckwith, however, says that they are "purely
eschatalogical figures representing the totality
of the powers of all nations on earth which are
to be made subservient to Antichrist.”

Revelation 17:13

obTot o yvduny &xovcty, kai thv SHvapy
kai €Eovaioy avTdv 1@ Onpio diddacwy.

yvoun, ng f purpose, intent
duvayug, emg T power
dwoacwy  Verb, pres act indic, 3 pl d1dmu

They are "willing collaborators" (Morris) who
share in Antichrist's hostility to Christ and his
followers.

Revelation 17:14

0DTOL PETA TOD APViov TOAEPGOVGLY, Kai TO
apviov viknoet avtode, 6Tl KHpLog Kupimv
€otiv kai factiedg Paciiémv, Kol ol pet’
avTod KAnTol Kol éKAekTol Kol ToTol.

apviov, ov n lamb
molepew wage war, fight
ViKo®w conquer, overcome

|Cf. Ps 136:2,3; Dan 2:47; 4:37 LXX.

KAntog, n, ov called
€xkextog, M, ov chosen
moTog, 1, ov faithful

|Cf. Rev 2:26,27.

Revelation 17:15

Kai AMyer por- T BSaza & €16eg, ob 1 mépvN
KkaOntat, Aaoi kol dyrot giciv kai E0vn kol
YA®GoOL.

Vowp, Héatog N see v.1
ob adv where
mopvn, ng T seev.l
kafnuot seev.l

“The harlot sits on them, which suggests
heavy-handed ruling or squashing of local
autonomy.” Witherinton.

Aoog, oo m people, a people

oyhog, ov m crowd, multitude

£€0vn  Noun, nom & acc pl €68vog, ovg n
nation, people

yhoooa, ng f tongue, language

The fourfold grouping stresses universality.

Revelation 17:16

Kol T Séka képarta & s1de¢ Kkoi TO Onpiov,
0DTOL LIIGTGOVGL THV TOPYNV, KOl TPTHLOUEVY
TOMGOVGLY ATV KOl YOUVIY, Kol TOG OOPKOG
aOTiG PAyoVTaL, KOl OOV KOTOKODGOLGLY &V
mopt-

The fate of the harlot is described in phrases
reminiscent of Ezekiel's allegory of Oholibar
(Ezek 23:11-35).

KepOG, 0Ttog N see v.3.
Onplov, ov n see v.3.
woeo hate, despise
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npnuopévny  Verb, perf pass ptc, facc s
épnuoopot  be made waste or desolate

youvog, 1, ov naked

oap€, capxoc f  flesh

edyovtar Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl
éobww eat, consume

| Cf. 2 Kings 9:30-37. |

koarokavoovsty  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl
Kotokolm burn

nop, og n fire

[Cf. Lev 219, |

"This turning of the beast upon the woman
who sits upon him speaks of ‘a terrible and
mysterious law of political history, according
to which every revolutionary power contains
within itself the seed of self-destruction’
(Lilje...). It describes the self-destroying power
of evil. Morris notes that the wicked are not a
happy band of brothers, but precisely because
they are wicked they give way to jealousy and
hatred, so that ‘at the climax their mutual
hatreds will result in mutual destruction’.”
Mounce.

Witherington asks, “Do the ten horns represent
the Parthian straps invading Rome and led by
the returned Nero? This certainly makes sense
of what follows in Rev 19:16-18.”

Revelation 17:17

0 yop B¢ EdwKev €ig Tag Kapdiag avT@V
ToujoaL TV Yvounv avtod, kol motfjoot piov
yvounv kai dodvat v facireiov adtdV 1@
Onpio, dypt tehecBncovtat oi Adyot Tod Heod.
gdmkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s didmw
kopda, og f heart

nmowjoor Verb, aor act infin moiew

yvoun, ng f purpose, intent

|1r01ﬁ60u piov yvounv They were of ‘'one mind.' |

dodvor verb, aor act infin 315w

ayptr prep and conj until

tehecbnoovton Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
telem complete, finish, fulfill

"This verse denies the existence of any
ultimate dualism in the world. In the final
analysis the powers of evil serve the purpose
of God. The coalition between the beast and
his allies will continue until the words of God
— the prophecies leading up to the overthrow of
Antichrist — are fulfilled." Mounce.

Revelation 17:18

Kai 1) yovn fjv sidec EoTv 1 TOMC 1} peyédn M
&yovoa Pactreiov émi TdV Bachéwv TG Y|G.
oM, ewg T city, town

Bactlevg, ewg m king

Again, Bactketa is used in the sense of 'royal
power" (cf. v.12).

"For John, the city is Rome. She is the wicked
seducer whose pernicious influence has
permeated the whole of the Mediterranean
world. Yet Babylon the Great, source of
universal harlotry and abomination (vs. 5), is
more than first century Rome. Every great
centre of power which has prostituted its
wealth and influence restores to life the spirit
of ancient Babylon." Mounce.

Revelation 18

"In chapter 18 John lays before us a detailed
account of the destruction of Rome, that centre
of power, luxury, and fierce antagonism
against the Christian faith. Drawing heavily
upon prophetic oracles and taunt songs of
Jewish scripture, the Apocalyptist composes an
extended dirge over the accursed city."
Mounce.

Witherington comments that “The OT texts
being drawn on in this section are chiefly Isa
13; 34:8ff.; Jer 51; Ezek 26-28; and Nah 3,
though there are small echoes from elsewhere
in the OT. Rev 17:16-18 have warned of
Rome’s destruction. Rev 18 will lament its fall
and aftermath. So sure is John of the outcome
that he offers a funeral dirge before the city is
even attacked.”

Revelation 18:1

Metd tadta gidov EAAov dyyshov

katafaivovto €k Tod obpavoDd, Exovia

€€ovoiav peydiny, kol 1 v Epwtictn ék tiig

306ENG adTod.

dArog, 1, o another, other

katofowve come down, descend

¢€ovoa, ag f authority, power

€poticOn Verb, aor pass indic, 3s oot
give light to, shine on

doka, g f glory

| Reflecting the radiant glory of God.

Revelation 18:2

kot Expadev €v ioyupld eovi] Aéyov: "Eneoev,
gnecev Bafviav 1 peydn, kai yéveto
KOTOIKNTNPLOV SUUOVIDY Kol pUAKT TavTOg
TVEDIATOG AKOBAPTOL Kol PLANKT) TAVTOG
0pvEOL GKkafapTOL Kol QUACKT TaVTOG BN piov
axaBdpTov Kol pepionpuévou,

kpalm cry out, call out

ioyvpoc, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful
gneoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s munto fall

Cf. Is 21:9. The past tense expresses the
certainty of the fall.

gyévero Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s ywvopou
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Kotolkntnplov, ov N house, home; haunt
oviakn, ng f prison, imprisonment

Mounce suggests that pvAaxn here means
'hold' rather than prison. "It is not a place of
detention but a place where they dwell
undisturbed." Mounce. L.e. ‘haunt’ (NRSV).
Cf. Jer 51:37.; Is 34:11-15.

axabaprog, ov unclean
opveov, ov n bird
Onpov, ov n animal, beast, wild animal

Cf. 1s 13:20-22.

ueponuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m & ngen s
woew hate, despise

Cf. 1s 52:11; Jer 50:8; 51:6,45. "The summons
in Revelation 18:4 suggests a literal flight from
the doomed city (as Christian Jews fled to
Pella at the fall of Jerusalem), but when
projected on the larger screen of the
consummation it becomes a call to the last
generation of believers for 'spiritual
withdrawal from Vanity Fair' (Kiddle...)."
Mounce.

Witherington comments, “In our text it is a call
for divorcing oneself from the materialistic
orientation that characterised Rome.”

There a a number of variants affecting the
order of the three ko @ulax ... dxabaptov
clauses, omission in some mss of the third
clause and positioning of kou pepionuevov
after various of the clauses. These textual
variants no doubt arose from errors of
transcription due to the similarities between
the beginnings and endings of the clauses.

Aoog, oo m people
ovykowvmven take partin

iy, ng f plague
Aafnte Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl Aappovo

"To share in her sins is to reap her
recompense." Mounce.

Revelation 18:5

Revelation 18:3

411 ékoAnBnoav avtiig ai dpaptiot dypt Tod
oVvpovoD, Kol Euvnuovevcev 6 Be0g Ta
adnpoto aOTiC.

611 €k Tod oivov 10D Bupod Tiig Topvelag aTHG
ménTmKay Tavta Ta E0vn, Kol ol Bactieis Tig
Y1 pet’ adTiic Emdpvevoay, Kol ol Eumopot Tiig
Y1iG €K ThG SLUVANE®S TOD GTPIVOLG OOTHG
gmlovTnoav.

gxornOncav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
koloopar Unite oneself with

Here meaning joining one sin to another,
heaping up sins.

oivog, o M wine
Bupog, oo M anger, rage, fury
nopvela, og T sexual immorality

aypv prep with gen until, as far as

Cf. Jer 51:9.

The mixed picture of the wine of wrath and of
fornication has resulted in several textual
variants. For this phrase, see on 14:8.

pvnuovevo remember, keep in mind
adwnua, Tog N crime, sin, wrong

Revelation 18:6

nénwkav  Verb, perf act indic, 3 pl mve
drink
mopvevw commit sexual immorality

Am6d0TE AVT] MG KOl VT ATESMKEV, KOl
duthdoate ta dSmAd Katd Ta Epya adTiS &V IO
ToTnpim @ képucsey kepdoate aOTH SimAodv:

"Fornication is a well-known figure in the OT
for apostasy from God (Hos 4:10; Jer 3:2). It is
used here to denote the unclean and illicit
relationships between the capital of the empire
and all the nations of the earth. In the last days
it will be epitomised by worship of the beast."
Mounce.

anodwdoul give, render, give back, repay

"The voice from heaven ... now addresses itself
to undesignated agents of divine vengeance."
Mounce.

duthow double
durhovg, 1, ovv  double

gumopog, o M merchant
duvapug, emg f power

oTpnvoc, ovg N sensuality, luxury
mAovtem be rich, grow rich

Revelation 18:4

"double unto her double™ is a "conventional
expression for full requital” Beckwith. Cf. Jer
16:18; 17:18 and see also Is 40:2.

Kol fikoveo ANV emviv ék 10D 00pavod
Aéyovoav: ‘EEENOatE, O Aadg pov, €€ avtiig,
iva pun ovykowvovionte taig apoptiong avTic,
Kol €K TV TANY®OV a0Tig tval pun Adpnte:

¢€éM0ate  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
g€epyopan

TOTNPV, OV N Cup

gxépacev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s kepavvop
mix, pour

kepGoate Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
KEPAVVLLLL
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Revelation 18:7

6oa £00&acey avTNV Kol EaTpnviaoey,
T060UTOV 80TE AT Pacaviopov kai tévoos.
Ot év T} kapdiq avtijg Aéyet 61t Kabnpon
BaciMooa, kol yfpa ovk gipl, Kol TévBog 0v
un Vo.

660¢, 1, ov as much as, how much
dofalw praise, glorify, exalt
otpnvicw live in sensuality or luxury
TOGOVTOG, 0T, ovTov / ovTo SO Much
d6te Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl 618w
Bacavicpog, oo M torture, torment
nevbog, oug N mourning, sorrow
kapduw, ag f heart

Kkafnpon  Sit, sit down, live
Bacitmooa, g f queen

ympo, ag T widow

Cf. Is. 47:7,8. "Indicates that she has not
experienced the debilitating effects of war and
loss of life. Her men are victorious: they have
not died on the field of battle.” Mounce.

idw Verb, aor act subj, 1s opow see

The sins highlighted are self-glorification and
arrogance.

Revelation 18:8

St todTo &v ud nuépa Eovav ol TAnyoi
avTiic, Bdvatog kol TEvBog Kol Apdg, Kal &v
Topl Katakavdncetar dtt ioyvpog KVPLog 6
0e0¢ 0 Kpivag avTv.

nkeo come, have come, be present
Bavorog, oo m death

Mupoc, oo m & f famine, hunger
nop, og n fire

The fire of divine judgement. Cf. Jer. 51:25.

katokovOnoeton  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s

kotokoiw burn, burn up, consume
ioyvpoc, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful
kpwo judge

Pompei may still have been fresh in the
memories of many during the reign of
Domitian.

Revelation 18:9-19

Verses 9-19 are modelled after Ezekiel's
lamentation over Tyre (Ezek 27).

Revelation 18:9

Kol khadoovotv kai kdyovtot En’ ooty ol
Boaotlelg Thg YTic ol HeT’ avTg TOPVEDGAVTEG
Kol OTPMVIACOVTES, OTaV PAETMGY TOV KOTVOV
TS TVPMGEMS OTHC,

Khavoovowv  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl
Khouw weep, cry
kot cut; midd mourn, wail, lament

Cf. Ezek 26:16-18.

mopvevw See V.3

oTpMVIOID  See V.7

otav when

xamvov  Noun, acc s kamvog, o M smoke
nopwoig, eog T burning

Witherington comments, “They are weeping
over their own demise, for they do not rush to
help. They think only of the implications for
themselves, such is the fallen, selfish human
nature. There is more involved though, for
these rulers or officials also fear sharing in the
same torment. This is why they stand at a
distance and watch.”

Revelation 18:10

amo pokpobey £€6TNKOTEG Sl TOV YOOV TOD
Boacaviopod avtiig Aéyovteg: Ovai ovad, 1
TOMG M peyddn, Bapoiav 1 moAg 1| ioyvpd,
&l dpg RABev 1 kpicic cov.

pakpobev adv far off, at a distance

gotnkoteg Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl
iotnu stand

@oPog, oo m fear

Bacavicpog, ov m torture, torment

|They do not rush to her rescue.

ovar interj. woe!

ioyvpog, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful
€lg, (a, €V gen évog, piag, Evog one
wpa, og f  hour, moment

kploig, emg T judgement

Revelation 18:11

Kai ot Eumopot t1i¢ yiig KAaiovow kai
mevBodow En’ avTV, OTL TOV YOUOV aDTMV
0V0elg dyopdlel oOKETL,

€umopog, o m merchant
nevBew mourn, be sad

YOUOG, 0L M cargo

0voelg, 00O, OVOEY N0 One
ayopalom buy

ovkett adv  no longer, no more

Contemporary writers such as Pliny and
Aristides testify to the tremendous volume of
trade consumed by Rome. Witherington
reports that “Vitellius, who was Emperor for
less than a year, somehow managed to spend
more than $20 million, mostly on food.” He
adds, “Women in Rome in this period had a
great passion for silver bathtubs, and Julius
Caesar is said to have given a pearl worth
$18,000 to Servilia.”

The following list should be compared to the
one in Ezekiel 27:2-24 concerning Tyre.
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Revelation 18:12

YOOV XpLGoD Kol Apyvpov Kkai AiBov Tipiov
Kol papyaptt@dv Kol fuccivov Kol mopeupag
Kol o1pkod Kol Kokkivov, Kol miv Eviov
Bvivov Kol Tdv okedog ELePAVTIVOV Kol TV
okeDog £k EVAOL TYUOTATOL Kot YoAKOD Kol
G1ONPOYL KOl LOPHAPOV,

YOHOG, 0V M cargo

xpvoog, ov m gold

apyvpog, oo m  silver

MBoc, ov m stone

Tog, o, ov  precious, valuable

popyaprtng, oo m pearl

Buocwog, n, ov. made of fine linen

nopevpa, ag f purple cloth

opwkov, ov nh silk cloth

KokKwog, 1, ov scarlet, red

&vlov, ov h wood, tree

Bvivog, , ov citron, scented (wood)

oKEVOG, oG N object, thing

ghepavtivog, n, ov  of ivory

TYIOTOTOG, @, OV MOSt precious, priceless,
rare (comparitive of tyui0q)

xaAkoc, oo M copper, brass, bronze

o1d1pog, ov M iron

uappapog, ov m marble

Revelation 18:13

The fabulous wealth of the empire was
generated by exploitation and oppression.
Witherington continues, “Slavery helped create
the 1-2 percent leisure class of rulers,
patricians, and others in Rome exempt from
having to do any manual labour. Thus when
Rome itself falls or is destroyed, this meant an
end of a whole way of life for merchants and
ship owners and others who depended on the
wealthy on the one hand to buy their goods and
slaves on the other hand to provide, transport,
and deliver their goods. Since Asia was the
richest of provinces, and in some ways the one
most dependent on Rome, John’s audience
would know at once what the impact was on
them if Rome fell.”

Revelation 18:14

Kai 1 Ondpa. 6ov Tiig Entbupiog TG Wwouyig
aniABev and cod, Kol mavta To AMmwapd Kol ToL
AOUTPA ATOAETO GO GO, Kot OVKETL OV pUn
a0TO EVPYGOVGLY.

Kol KIvOpopov Kol duopov kol Bupudpoto
kad pwopov kai AMPavov kod oivov koi Eloiov
Kol ogpidodv Kol oitov Kol kTivn kol
mpoPoarta, Kol MoV Kol PeddV Kol COUATOV,
Kol Yyouydg avlpdrov.

onwpa, ag T fruit

émbuwa, ag T desire, lust, passion

yoyn, ng T self, 'soul’, person

Mmapog, o, ov  costly, luxurious

Aapmpog, a, ov bright, fine, splendid

anoieto Verb, aor midd indic, 3s dmoAlvpt
destroy; midd be lost, perish

ovkett adv  no longer, no more

gupoke find, discover

Revelation 18:15

KIWWVapmpov, ov N cinnamon
apopov, ov n spice (from India)
Bupapa, atog N incense

poupov, ov n ointment, perfume, oil
MPavog, oo m  frankincense; incense
oivog, ov M wine

g\aov, ov n olive oil, oil

oegdarig, emg f fine wheat flour
ortog, ov M grain, wheat

Ktnvog, ovg N pack animal; pl. cattle
npoPatov, ov N sheep

innog, ov f horse

pedn, ng T (four wheeled) carriage
coua, tog N body

ol £umopot ToHT®V, 0l TAOVTHGAVTEG G’
avTiig, and pakpodBev oTHoOVTAL 1t TOV OOV
10V facaviopod adtic kKAaioveg Kol
nevbodvrec,

€umopog, ov M seev.3

mlovtem See V.3

poakpobev adv see v.10

omoovtar Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl
ionut see v.10

@ofog, ov m see v.10

Boacaviopog, ov m see v.10

Khouw seev. 9

mevBem see v.11

| l.e. slaves.

yoym, ng T life, 'soul’, living being, person

Witherington comments, “There are two words
used here for slaves. The first is simply bodies,
as in English we might talk about hired hands.
There were perhaps 60 million slaves in the
Roman Empire at this time. The second term,
lives/souls of humans, basically refers to
human livestock. Slaves did the work for the
wealthy, filled the brothels, and performed in
the arena. Rome could not have existed
without slavery.”

"The merchants' dirge resumes following the
parenthetical listing of imports to Rome. They
had profited richly from their lively trade with
the great capital of the world-empire. Now,
like the kings of the earth (vs. 10) they take
their stand at a safe distance to weep and
mourn." Mounce.
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Revelation 18:16

Revelation 18:19

Aéyovteg: Oval ovai, 1) TOMG 1| peydin, 1
nep1PefAnuévn Poccvov kol Topeupodv Kol
KOKKIVOV Kol KEYPLGMUEVT ¥pLoim kol AMBw
Tyio kol papyopitn,

ovor see v.10

nepiPePAnuévn  Verb, perf pass ptc, f nom s
nepiParie put on, clothe, dress

Bvocwvog, , ov  See v.12

TOPPLPOVG, O, oLV See V.12

KOKKWVOG, M, oV See v.12

keypvowpévn Verb, perf pass ptc, f nom s
xpvoow cover or adorn with gold

xpvoov, ov n gold

MBoc, ov m see v.12

TYog, o, ov  see v.12

papyapltng, ov M see v.12

Revelation 18:17

kot EBokov yolv Eml TaG KEPAAAS ODTAV Kol
gxpagav Khaiovtes kKol mevBodvteg Aéyovteg:
Ovai ovad, 1) TOMG 1) peyddn, &v fj émhovTnoay
mavteg ol £yovteg T mAoia €V Tf] Ookdoon €x
TG TYWOTNTOG AVTHG, OTL LId B NPNUOO.

BoAlo throw

yodv Noun, accs yovg, yoog m dust
kepain, ng f head

Khouw see vv.9,15

nevhem see vv.11,15

ovonr see vv.10,16

mlovtew be rich, grow rich

mhowov, ov n  ship, boat

Tyotng, nrog T wealth, abundance

Ot pud dpg pMLmON 6 T0c0VTOG TAOVTOG.
Kai mag xopepvitng kol mdg 0 ént toémov
mAé@V, Kol vadTot Kol doot v BdAaccav
gpyalovtat, anod pakpodev Eotnoav

elg, [, €v gen évog, pag, évog see v.10

opa, ag T seev.10

npnuwdn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s €pnpoopat
be made waste or desolate

TOGOVTOG, AT, ovtov / ovto correlative adj
so much, so great

mAovtog, o M & n riches, wealth

"The phrase 'by reason of her costliness' is
taken by Beckwith to mean that the sea-going
merchants and maritime personnel were made
rich through the greatness of her costly trade...
Charles judges the text to be corrupt and
restores the last line to read, 'For in one hour
are her precious things laid waste'." Mounce.
There is no other evidence that the text is

corrupt.

i dGpa npnumdn see vv. 10,17.

Revelation 18:20

"The dirge is now continued by a third group,
those involved in and connected with the
shipping industry." Mounce.

Edopaivov én’ avti], ovpavé, kal ol dyot Kai
ol dmdcToAOL Kol of TpoeijTaL, 8Tt EKpivev O
0g0¢ 10 Kpipa VUGV €& adTiiC.

KuPepvrng, ov M (uncertain meaning)
captain, navigator

tomog, o m place

mew salil

vowng, ov m  sailor

gvepaivov Verb, pres pass imperat, 2 s
gvppoveo Mmake glad; pass be glad,
rejoice

gxpwvev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s kpwo judge

Kpluo, Tog N judgement, verdict

| Cf. Acts 27:27,30.

0006, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much as;
pl. as many as, all

faracoa, ng f sea

épyalopor work

pakpofev  see vv.10,15

gomoav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl it see
vwv.10,15

Revelation 18:18

Caird understands this to mean "God has
imposed on her the sentence she passed on
you." This is followed by Mounce who says,
"The church victorious is to rejoice that God
the righteous judge has turned back the
evidence laid against believers and in turn has
served to bring judgement upon the accuser
himself." Cf. 12:12.

Revelation 18:21

kol Ekpa&av PAETOVTES TOV KOTVOV TH|g
TUPMGEMG oThg Aéyovteg: Tig opoia tf] mOAeL
i) peydn;

Kai fipev €i¢ dyyshog ioyppog AiBov dg
porlwvov péyav, kol EBalev gig v BdAaccov
Aéyav: Obtog opunquatt fAndnoetar Bapoviav
1M peydAn moig, Kai ov pun evpedi] .

kpalw cry out, call out

Premw see

Kamvov  see v.9

mupwolg, eng T see v.9

opotog, o, ov like, of the same kind as

Apsv Verb, aor act indic, 3s aipo take,
take up
ioyvpoc, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful

[Cf. 5:2; 10:1,

|Cf. Ezek 27:32.

MBog, ov m stone
poiwvog, 1, ov  pertaining to a mill,
millstone
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Witherington comments, “This is
comprehensible on the basis of the parallel in
Jer 51:63-64, where Jeremiah tied his
prophecies about the fall of Babylon to a stone
and threw them in the Euphrates, symbolising
the fall and sinking of the great city (cf. Luke
17:2).”

"The exact connection between the two final
clauses of verse 23 is not readily apparent. It is
clear, however, that both supply reasons for the
judgement that has fallen on Babylon."
Mounce.

oVvtog and ovtw adv. thus, in this way
opunua, Tog N violence

"This word translated [by the ASV] 'with a
mighty fall' appears in its cognate verb form in
Mark 5:13 to describe the herd of swine that
rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and in
Acts 19:29 of the crowd of people who rushed
into the great theatre in Ephesus.” Mounce.

gumopog, o M merchant

peywotav, avog m person of high status

eappoxewa, ag T sorcery, witchcraft

gmaviiOncav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
mwavow lead astray, mislead, deceive

"Rome had bewitched the nations into a false
sense of security, leading them to believe that
she was in fact the eternal city." Mounce.

BAnOnoeTon  Verb, fut pass indic, 3s paiiw
evpebfj Verb, aor pass subj, 3s ebpwokew find
gt still, yet, any more

Revelation 18:24

Kod v anTi odpo TpoeNT@Y Kai dylov sOpion
Kol TAVIOV TOV £0QayHévov Emt THS YRS

"Six times in verses 21-23 the phrase 'no more
at all' tolls the collapse of the city... The double
negative with the aorist subjunctive expresses
emphatic denial for the future (Moule, Idiom
Book...). The addition of £tuin each case
strengthens the emphatic affirmation.”
Mounce.

aipa, atog f  blood

gvpedn see v.21

gopaypévov Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
opalw slaughter, put to death

Revelation 18:22

Kol eV KIBopmODY Kol LOVoIKGY Kol
AOANTGV Kol COATIGT®Y 00 U1y dkovcdf) v ool
11, Kol TAG TeYviTNG TAONG TEXVNG 0V N
e0pedi) €v ool &1L, Kol eV LOAOL 00 U1
axovodf év ool €11,

kiBapwdog, ov m harpist

HOVGIKOG, OV M musician

avAntmg, oo m flute player

COATIOTNG, OV M trumpeter

dxovcOi] Verb, aor pass subj, 3s dxovm

"A third reason for judgement is added — the
blood of Christian martyrs which ran red in the
streets of Rome. In fact, Rome's guilt extends
to all who have been slain upon the earth
because she is the reigning sovereign of the
entire world. Wherever life has been
sacrificed, the responsibility lies at her door...
The massacre under Nero in AD 64 as well as
current troubles under Domitian would supply
a realistic background for this stark reminder
of imperial brutality." Mounce.

Revelation 19:1

Cf. Isa 24:8; Ezek 26:13.

¢t still, yet, moreover

tgyvitng, ov M craftsman, workman
teyvn, ng T craft, trade

porog, oo m  mill; millstone

Metd tadte fKovso O POV HEYAANY dyAov
TOAAOD €V T@ 0Vpav® Aeyoviov: AAAniovid:
1 cotpio kal 1 06&a kal 1 dHvoulg Tod Oeod
AV,

Cf. Jer 25:10.

"The heavenly jubilation breaks out in marked
contrast to the solemn dirges of the kings,
merchants, and seafarers whose economic
empires collapsed with the devastation of the
imperial capital." Mounce.

Revelation 18:23

Kol MG ADyvov 0b U1 eavn €v ool &tt, Kol
POVT] VOOV Kol VORPNG 0 U GKkovodij év
ool £t 811 ol Eumopoi Gov HooV ol PEYICTAVES
TS YRS, 6Tt v Tij papuakei cov
EmhoviOnooav mavta ta £6vn,

owe, pmtog N light
Moyvov Noun, gen's Avyvog, ov m lamp
@dvn Verb, aor act subj, 3s gawve  shine

The city has become silent and dark.

vopglog, ov m bridegroom
vouen, ng T bride

oyhog, ov m crowd, multitude
TOAVG, TOAAT, TTOAV gen moAAov, ng, ov much,
great
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'Hallelujah' occurs here 4 times but is not
found elsewhere in the NT. Verses 1-6 are the
Hallelujah chorus of Revelation. Witherington
comments, “It has been suggested that this [vv.
1-8] is a sort of Christian Hallel psalm, rather
like one finds in Pss. 113-118. The Hallel was
sung in praise of God’s deliverance at Exodus
Sinai. It is thus appropriate here since we have
just heard of the deliverance of God’s people
from their oppressors. Vv. 1-8 could then be
taken as a liturgy of Hallelujahs. Salvation and
judgment are juxtaposed in vv 1-2 because
they are seen as two sides of the same coin.
Not only has justice been done and the
oppressor punished, but the blood of the
martyrs has been avenged. Vengeance or
justice is left to God, and rejoicing is not over
some human actions but over the all-wise
God’s actions.”

compw, ac f salvation

Here referring not primarily to personal
experience but to God's redemptive purpose.

doa, g f glory
duvaug, ewg T power

Revelation 19:2

6t aAnbwal kol dikatot ol kpicelg avTod: 0Tl
EKpvey TNV TOPVNV TNV peYainy fitig Epbeipev
TV YRV €v i) mopveig avti|g, kai £Eediknoev
0 aipa TV S0VAMVY oTod &K YEPOC ADTHC.

aAnbwoc, 1, ov real, genuine, true

dwanog, a, ov righteous, just

kpiogig Noun, nom pl kpioig, ewg f
judgement

g&xpwvev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s kpwo judge

mopvn, ng T prostitute

ootig, ftig, 6 1 Who, which

ebgpw corrupt, ruin, destroy

nopvela, og T sexual immorality

ékdike®w avenge, punish

aipa, atog T blood

dovlog, ov M slave, servant

xew, xewog f hand, power

Cf. Deut 32:43.

Revelation 19:3

Kai devTEpPOV gipnkav: AAANAOVIA- kal O
Kamvog oTig avafaivel eig Tovg aidvog TdV
AUOVOV.

devtepog, a, ov second; devtepov a
second time

gipnkov  Verb, perf act indic, 3 pl Aeyo

Komvog, o m smoke

avofowve go up, ascend

aiov, aiovog m age, eternity

Cf. Is 34:8-10; Rev 14:11. "The multitude
praises God because the destruction of the
wicked city is absolutely final." Mounce.

Beale suggests that “cternal judgment may be a
partial polemic against the mythical Roma
aeterna (‘eternal Rome”) which was one of the
names of the Roman Empire.”

Revelation 19:4

kai énecav ol TpecPitepot oi eikoot Téccapeg

kol T téocapa {da, kol Tpocekhvnoay T@

0ed t® kabnuéve Emi 1 Bpove Aéyovtec:

Apnv, AAniovid.

gmecav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mrte fall,
fall down

npeoPutepog, o, ov elder

gikool twenty

teocapeg Neut tecoapo gen teccapwv  four

Cwov, ov n living creature

npookvve® Worship

| Ct. 5:6-10.

Kofnpor  Sit
Opovog, ov m throne

"Their words, 'Amen; Hallelujah," echo the
close of the doxology which marks the end of
Book IV of the Psalter (Ps 106:48)." Mounce.

Revelation 19:5

Kai eovn amo tod Opdvov EEfAbey Aéyovoa-
Aiveite 1@ 0ed MuUdV, Tavteg ol SodAoL O TOD,
kai ol pofodpevol avtdv, ol pikpol kal ol
peydot.

aivew praise

The evidence for or against the inclusion of kai
is finely balanced. If it is included, the sense is
‘even’.

eoPeopon fear, reverence
pkpog, o, ov little, small

Cf. Ps 115:13. "...believers on earth from
every socio-economic level, and represent[ing]
every stage of spiritual maturity." Mounce.

Revelation 19:6

Kol flkovoa Mg vV OxAoL TOAAOD Kol dG
Q@YY VOATOV TOADY Kol S VTV Bpovidy
ioyvp®dv, Aeyovimv: AAAnAovid, &t
éBacilevoev KOpLog, 6 Bedg, O TAVTOKPAT®P.
oyAog, o0 M see v.1

Vomp, VOaTog N water

Bpovtn, g f thunder

ioyvpog, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful
Bactlevw rule, reign

TOVTOKpOT®P, 0pog M Almighty

Used 9 times of God in Revelation, only once
elsewhere in the NT (2 Cor 6:18).
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Revelation 19:7

Yoip@UEY Kol AyoAMBDLEY, KOl ODCOUEV TNV
86Eav adTd, 6L HAOEY 6 Yépog Tod dpviov, kol
1N yovi o0tod NToipacey Eavtny,

yopw rejoice, be glad
ayarioo be extremely joyful or glad

Witherington comments, “This indicates that
the process leading up to the marriage is
synergistic, requiring action by God to make
his people clean but also on the believer’s part
to be prepared through repentance and faith.”

"The only other place in the NT where these
two verbs are used together is Matthew 5:12
where the cause for rejoicing is given as the
greatness of the heavenly reward awaiting
those who were reviled and persecuted for the
cause of Christ. That reward is now pictured as
a great wedding feast in which the Lamb and
his bride celebrate their union." Mounce.

Revelation 19:9

Kai Aéyetr pov Tpdyov: Maxdpiot ot €ig 10
detmvov tod yapov tob apviov kekAnuévol. Kol
Léyet por- Otot ol Adyot dAnOwoi tod Ogod
glow.

dwowpev  Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl dwdw
do&a, g f glory

yopog, ov m wedding, wedding feast
apviov, ov n lamb, sheep

yovn, owcog f woman, wife

Note the flexibility of the imagery as the
people of God shift from being the bride to the
guests at the feast.

ypawov Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s ypapo
write
pakopog, o, ov  blessed, fortunate, happy

Cf. Hos 2:1, 19ff.; Isa 54:5-7; Matt 22:1ff;
25:1ff.; Eph 5:32.

The fourth of seven beatitudes in the
Apocalypse (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6;
22:7,14).

égtowalm prepare, make ready

deumvov, ov n feast, banquet, supper

"In Biblical times a marriage involved two
major events, the betrothal and the wedding.
These were normally separated by a period of
time during which the two individuals were
considered husband and wife and as such
under obligations of faithfulness. The wedding
began with a procession to the bride's house,
which was followed by a return to the house of
the groom for the marriage feast. By analogy,
the church, espoused to Christ by faith, now
awaits the parousia when the heavenly groom
will come for his bride and return to heaven for
the marriage feast which lasts throughout
eternity." Mounce.

Cf. Is 25:6-8; Lk 13:29; Mt 26:28-29. Itisan
invitation only affair.

aanbwoc, 1, ov real, genuine, true

Revelation 19:10

kai neca Eunpochev TV TOd®V avTOD
mpookvvijoatl avtd. kKol Aéyetl por “Opa un:
G6VVOOLAGG 6OV Eipl Kol TV ASEAPAY GOV TAOV
€xoviov v paptopiav Tncod- 1@ Bed
mpockvvnoov: 1 yap poptupia Tncod éotv 0
mvedpo THe TpopnTeiog.

John mistakenly believes the speaker to be the
Lord.

Revelation 19:8

Kol €660 avtf tva tepPdAintar fvooivov
Aoumpov kabopov, o yap fHocivov Ta
dkodpata TdV ayiov oTiv.

gneoa Verb, aor act indic, 1 s mute  fall, fall
down

gunpocbev prep with gen before, in front of

novg, todog m foot

npookvve®w Worship

opaw see; intrans make sure, see to

€600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3s o
nepiPaintar  Verb, aor midd subj, 3 s

nepiParie put on, clothe, dress
Buocwog, 1, ov. made of fine linen
houmpog, a, ov  bright, shining, fine,
kabapoc, a, ov pure, clean

Cf. Acts 10:25-26. opa un understands a
following nomong — 'Don't do that!" God and
Jesus Christ are alone to receive worship.

|C0ntrast the clothing of the harlot in 17:4.

ouvdoviog, ov m fellow-servant
60¢, on, Gov  possessive adj. your, yours
paptopla, ag f testimony, witness

dwonmpa, tog n righteous deed

"This does not deny the Pauline doctrine of
justification based on the righteous obedience
of Christ (Rom 5:18-19), but suggests that a
transformed life is a proper response to the call
of the heavenly bridegroom.” Mounce.

Mounce is of the view that, "As in the previous
occurrences of this phrase (1:2, 9; 12:17), the
‘testimony of Jesus’ is the witness which was
borne by Jesus (subjective genitive). By his

life and death Jesus has demonstrated to his
followers what it means to bear faithful
witness (1:5; 3:14) to the message revealed by
God." The last clause he understands to mean
"the message attested by Jesus is the essence of
prophetic proclamation."
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Revelation 19:11

Kai £180ov 1oV 00pavov fvemyuévov, koi idod

inmog Agvkdg, kai 0 KafnUeEVOS €T aDTOV

TOTOG KAAODUEVOS Kol AANOWOC, Kol &V

dkaoovvT Kpivel Kol ToAepET.

gidov Verb, aor actind, 1s & 3pl opaw see

nvewyuévov Verb, perf pass ptc, maccs &n
nom/acc s avoryw open

inmog, ov f horse

Aevkog, 1, ov white

Cf. Ch. 6.
kofnuot sit, sit down

Kolovpevog is variously positioned in the
MSS. Metzger personally prefers the reading
of X, moTog Kahovpevog Kot aANBvoG.

motog, N, ov faithful, trustworthy
dAnbwoc, 1, ov real, genuine, true

[cf. 3:14. |
dwatoovvn, ng T righteousness

kpwo judge, pass judgement on

|Cf. Ps 96:13. |
nolepew wage war, fight

Witherington comments, “We must hark back
to the material in 16:12ff., the judgment of the
sixth cup. There we heard of the armies
assembling for Armageddon (cf. 17:14). Rev
16:15 refers to the coming of the Son like a
thief in the night. Here is the expansion of that
comment, and the battle described should not
be distinguished from the one mentioned in
Rev 16 and 17:14.”

Revelation 19:12

o1 6¢ 0pBaipol avTod PAOE TVPOG, Kal £l TV
KEPOAAV anTod dtadnpoto moAld, £xov dvopa
YEYPAUHEVOV & OVSELC 0188V &l i) adTOC,
oo, ployog T flame

mop, o¢ n fire
|Ct. 1:14; 2:18.
kepain, ng T head
dwadnpa, tog N diadem, crown
"Here is an obvious contrast to the seven
diadems of the dragon (12:3) and the ten
diadems of the beast out of the sea (13:1).
Many crowns indicate unlimited sovereignty."
Mounce.

ovoua, Tog N hame

yveypaupévov Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s ypapw write

0vde1g, ovdepa, ovdev  NO one, nothing

Some think this a reference to the
tetragrammon, YHWH, a name too holy to
pronounce. Others think the name is 'Lord' cf.
Phil 2:9-11, while some that it is "Jesus'. The
name may be symbolic, expressing the mystery
of his person. Swete says that, apart from the
Father, only the Son can understand the
mystery of his own being (cf. Matt 11:27).

Revelation 19:13

kot Tep1Befinuévog ipdtiov BePoppévov
aipoty, Kol kékAntot o dvopa odtod 6 Adyog
0D Oeod.

nepPePAnuévog  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom s
nepPariio put on, clothe, dress

ipatiov, ov N garment, clothing, robe

BeBappévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, macc & n
nom/acc s Porte dip

Many MSS read éppavrticpevov (‘sprinkled’)
rather than BeBoppévov.

aipa, atog f  blood

Cf. Is 63:1-6. Reddish suggests that since the
battle has not yet been fought, the blood is that
of Christ himself. Witherington responds, “The
combination of the warrior image that echoes
Isaiah and the Word image, as we shall see,
does not favour the interpretation of the blood
being Christ’s own.” Mounce writes, "The
blood-stained garments of the Messiah
symbolise his victory in the coming conflict."

kéxkAnton  Verb, perf pass indic, 3s kakew

Cf. Jn. 1:1. The picture here is of one who
executes God's decree, the one through whom
the word of God proves living and active (cf.
Heb 4:12). He is the one through whom
judgment is declared upon the nations.

Revelation 19:14

Kol T OTPOTEOLOTO TAL £V TG 0VPAVD
Kool VT €@’ ITmoIg AEVKOIC,
€vdedupévol foooivov Aevkov kabapdv.

oTpoTELUQ, TOC N troops, soldiers, army
axolovbew follow, accompany
évdedopévor  Verb, perf midd ptc, m nom pl

évovw dress, clothe; midd wear
Bvoowog, n, ov. made of fine linen
xabapog, a, ov pure, clean
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"Normally one would think of a heavenly army
as composed of angels (cf. Mt 26:53...), but the
parallel in Revelation 17:14 in which those
who battle on the Lamb's side are designated
‘called and chosen and faithful' would indicate
that the martyrs (those who have remained
faithful unto death) should be included as well.
Apparently, the armies had no part in the
actual battle, although later (in vs. 19) the
armies of Antichrist make war ‘against him
that sat upon the horse and against his army.'

It is the sword of the Messiah that smites the
enemy (vss. 15,21), and his garment alone is
dipped in blood." Mounce.

yveypoupuévov see v.12
Bactevg, emg m King

"This name emphasises the universal
sovereignty of the warrior Christ in his
eschatological triumph over all the enemies of
God. The title, as it occurs here and elsewhere
in Scripture (Rev 17:14; 1 Tim 6:15; Dan
2:47), goes back to Moses' declaration to
Israel, "The Lord your God is God of gods and
Lord of lords' (Deut 10:17)." Mounce.

Revelation 19:17

Revelation 19:15

Kol €k ToD 6TOHATOG aTOD EKTOPEVETAL
poupaio 6&ela, tva &v adti] Tatdén ta £6vn,
Kol 00TOG TOAVET 0D TOVG €V PAPO® G1dNPQ-
Kol o0TOg TTEL TV ANVOV Tod 0ivov 10D
Bopod 1iig OpYTig Tod B0D TOD TAVTOKPATOPOG,.

Kai €16ov &va dyyehov Eotdto &v ¢ YA, Kol
gxpaev eoVvi] peydAn Aéy@v Taot TOTg 0pvEOLG
TOIC TETOUEVOLG €V pesovpavipatt: AeDTe
ouvayOnte gig 10 deimvov T péya tod Beov,

oTopa, Tog N mouth
gkmopgvopot  go or come out
popgona, ac f sword

o&vg, g10, v sharp

[ct. 1:16; 2:12,16.

nmataEn  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s motocow
strike, strike down

[CF. 15.11:3-4; 2 Thess 2:8.

nowovel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s nowpowve
tend as a shepherd, rule

pafdog, ov f stick, rod, sceptre

onpovg, a, ovv Mmade of iron

€lg, (o, €V gen €vog, pag, Evog one

sotdta  Verb, perf act ptc, n nom/acc pl
iotnu stand

n\og, ov m the sun

kpalw cry out, call out

opveov, ov n bird

netopon fly

pesovpavnua, Tog N mid-heaven, high in
the sky

devte adv. come (of command or
exhortation)

ouvayOnte Verb, pres pass imperat, 2 pl
ocuvayw gather, gather together,
assemble

dewvov, ov n feast, banquet

| Cf. Ps 2:8-9.

Cf. Ezek 39:17-20. "The supper of God
presents a grim contrast to the marriage feast
of the Lamb." Mounce.

matem trample

Avog, ov f wine press

oivog, ov M wine

Bupog, o M anger, rage, fury
opyn, ng f wrath, anger

Revelation 19:18

Cf. 1s63:1-4.

TaVTOKpOT®P, 0pog M Almighty

va @dynte cdprog Baciénv kol capKag
FMAPY®V Kol 6apKog ioyvp®dV Kol 6apKog
oV kol 1@V Kednuévev €’ aotdv, Kol
ohpKag TAvTv EAeVOEP®V TE Kol d0VAMV Kol
LIKPOV Kol LEYOADV.

Cf. 14:19-20. "Any view of God which
eliminates judgement and his hatred of sin in
the interest of an emasculated doctrine of
sentimental affection finds no support in the
strong and virile realism of the Apocalypse."
Mounce.

Revelation 19:16

Kol &yl €ml TO IATIOV Kol €L TOV Unpov aToD
Svopa yeypappuévov: Baciieds faciiémv Kol
KOPL0G KLPimV.

ipatov, ov N see v.13
unpog, o m thigh

Mounce suggests that the meaning is 'on his
garment where it falls across his thigh'.

oaynte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl éobhw eat

ocapé, capkog f  flesh

Baotlevg, emg M King

yapyog, oo m commander (a high
ranking military officer generally in charge
of 600-1000 men), high ranking officer

ioyvpoc, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful

innog, ov f horse

Kabnuot  Sit

€levbepog, a, ov free, free person

te and, and so; te kaw and also

dovlog, ov m slave, servant

wkpog, a, ov little, small, insignificant
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Cf. Ezek 39:17-20. "In the final conflict no
preference will be given to rank or station.

The bodies will lie on the field of battle to be
devoured by birds of prey. To remain unburied
for the pleasure of the predators was
considered by the ancients to be an
ignominious fate. The scene is one of universal
dishonour and destruction.”" Mounce.

dvo gen & acc évo dat dvowv two
AMuvn, ng T lake
nop, og n fire

Revelation 19:19

Kad €160V 10 Onpiov Kol Tode Bactieic Tiic i
Kol T GTPOTEDOTO ADTAV GUVIYLEVA TOLGOL
TOV TOAepOV peTd T0D Kabnpévov Emi tod
inmov Kol petd 100 GTPUTELLOTOG AVTOD.

Onpov, ov n animal, beast

otpatevpa, Tog N troops, soldiers, army

ouvnyuéve  Verb, perf pass ptc, n nom/acc pl
ovvayw See v.17

"Although the actual word Gehenna (an
abbreviation for 'valley of the son of Hinnom")
was the name given to the valley lying to the
south and west of Jerusalem (the modern Wadi
er Rababi). As the site of a cultic shrine where
human sacrifices were offered (2 Kings 16:3;
23:10; Jer 7:31), it acquired an unholy
reputation. Because of prophetic denunciation
of this place of terrible wickedness (Jer 7:32;
19:6), it came to be equated with the hell of
final judgement in apocalyptic literature. In NT
times Gehenna was a place of fire and the
abode of the wicked dead (Mt 5:22; Mk 9:43)."
Mounce.

Cf. 16:13-16.

xoww light, keep burning, burn
Ogiov, ov n sulphur, brimstone

mowjoor Verb, aor act infin moiew®
molepog, ov M war, battle

Revelation 19:20

Kai EmtdeOn o Onpiov kai pet’ avtod O
YELSOTPOPNTNG O TOGOG TO OTUETD EVOTIOV
adToD, &v oi¢ Emhdvnosy Todg Aapovac T
xapoaypa Tod Onpiov kol TOLG TPOSKLVOVVTUG
Tf] eikdvt avTod- (Avteg EPANONoav ol dvo &ig
TV AMpvny 100 Topog Tiig Katopévng év Oeim.

Witherington comments, “The great battle of
Armageddon proves to be a one-sided affair.
The rider simply seizes the Beast and the false
prophet and casts them into the lake of fire.
Though the armies had assembled for a battle,
it turned out to be an execution... Christ merely
speaks the judgment against these opponents.
There is no real struggle here perhaps because
the victory has already been won through the
death and resurrection of Jesus, and perhaps
also because John is emphasising the power
and sovereignty of Christ.”

"A lake of burning brimstone would not only
be intensely hot, but malodorous and foetid as
well. It is an appropriate place for all that is
sinful and wicked in the world. The Antichrist
and the false prophet are its first inhabitants.
Later the devil (20:10), Death and Hades
(20:14), and all evil men (21:8) will join them
in this place of ceaseless torment.” Mounce.
Witherington adds, “Of course, this image
cannot be taken literally, but it should be taken
seriously. Hell is viewed as a place of torment,
not of comfort for the lost. It is a place where
one experiences the absence of the presence of
God forever, with no remedy. No literal lake of
fire could approximate that horror. It appears
that John views hell as a place of eternal
punishment, not annihilation.”

Revelation 19:21

émacbn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s molo
seize
yevdompoentng, ov M false prophet

Kol ol Aourol dmektdvOncav &v Tf| popeaig Tod
kaOnuévov €mi 1od inmov i) £€elobon €k 10D
6TONTOC 0VTOD, Kol whvta Ta dpvea
€xoptaobnoay €k T®V GupKOY aOTAV.

"The beast is the personification of secular
power in its opposition to the church. The false
prophet represents the role of false religion is
persuading man to worship the antichristian
power (cf. ... on 13:1,11)." Mounce.

Aowmog, 1, ov rest, remaining, other

anextavOnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
anoxtewo Kill, put to death

poppona, ac f sword

€€eMBovon Verb, aor act ptc, f dat s
€Eepyopon

otoua, Tog N mouth

onuelov, ov N miraculous sign, sign

évomov prep with gen before

mAovae lead astray, mislead, deceive

xapayua, tog N mark, stamp, image

npockuve® Worship

gikwv, ovog T likeness, image, statue

Cow live, be alive

EpAnbnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl BoAiw
throw

"The sword is the proclamation of divine
retribution that slays all who have in the final
alignment of loyalties arrayed themselves
against God and the forces of righteousness."
Mounce.

opveov, ov n seev.17
yoptalon feed, satisfy
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Revelation 20

Witherington writes, “Certainly Rev 20 is the
most controversial portion of the book of
Revelation. Two contextual issues need to be
considered before we look in depth at the first
six verses. First, this material must be viewed
in the light of its immediate context in
Revelation itself. The sequence of preliminary
judgment, millennium, final judgment, new
heaven and new earth in Rev 19-22 must be
taken seriously. Second, the larger context of
Jewish literature, including intertestamental
literature, which has to do with the fate of
fallen angels and the Devil, needs to be kept in
view.” Witherington cites and briefly considers
Isa 24:21ff.; Dan 7 and Ezek 36-39. He
comments, “It is important to keep the entire
flow of Ezek 36-39 in view. Ezekiel’s vision of
‘death valley’ has to do with the corporate
revival of a spiritually dead people, using the
concept of bodily resurrection, and the hope is
for a restoration of Israel to the holy land with
a new David ruling over them. After an
unspecified amount of time, the rebellion of
Gog from Magog (apparently a region in
Ezekiel) is followed by the promise of the New
Jerusalem with a new temple under
paradisical-like conditions. There is little
reason to doubt that the flow of events
recounted in Ezek 36-39 is being followed to
some degree in Rev 20-21, though the imagery
and details are freely modified.”

Building on Witherington’s comments, but
producing a rather different construction, it
may be helpful to consider also the
Babylon/Rome analogy in Revelation. May not
John be picturing the fall of Rome, the great
persecutor of the church in his day, along with
the peace that might follow. The subsequent
release of Satan followed by his final defeat is
John’s method (patterned on Ezekiel) of
asserting that whatever further powers arise
they will at last finally and definitively be
overthrown and destroyed before God brings
in his new Jerusalem/ new creation.
Witherington also comments, “Since we know
that John has earlier drawn on the Babylonian
legends either directly or indirectly ... it is of
some relevance that Tiamat, the chaos
monster, was imprisoned and then released
again at the end of time, where it is defeated
once for all by Marduk, the god of light.”

Finally, it may be helpful to note the comment
by Giblin, “In terms of clock-and-calendar
time, of course, the end of Babylon and all
other adversaries will take place
simultaneously in an instant. Apocalyptic,
however, requires sequences of particular
visions in order adequately to present its
theology. For it has no alternative to spelling
out its relatively ‘pre-conceptual’ theology in
images, especially such as will move its
readers to religious awe and a keenly felt hope
for salvation.”

Revelation 20:1-3

Witherington comments, “Rev 20:1-3 is
transitional. In a sense 20:1-3 is the climax of
the material in Rev 19, for here the third
member of the unholy trinity, the Devil, is
finally dealt with, as the false prophet and the
Beast were in Rev 19. Like both of them, Satan
is seized and cast somewhere.”

Revelation 20:1

Kai €i6ov dyyshov kotafaivovia &k Tod
ovpovoD, Exovta TV KAEWY Tiig afvcoov Kol
dAvov peydAny Emi v yeipa avToD.

Probably the same angel as the one who, in Ch
9, released the demonic locusts by opening the
shaft of the Abyss.

kotofove come or go down, descend
KAewg, ewdoc T key

apvocog, ov f abyss, underworld
aivotg, emg T chain

e, xewog f hand

Revelation 20:2

Kol EKpATnoev Tov dpaKovta, 0 6015 O dpyaiod,
8¢ éotv Adforog kai 6 Xatavdg, kol £dnoev
avTov yilo &,

kpatew hold, hold fast, seize
dpakwv, ovtog m dragon

o015, emg M snake, serpent
apyotog, a, ov old, ancient
dwporog, ov m the devil
Yotavag, o the Adversary, Satan

Witherington comments, “Beasley-Murray
notes how the various names of Satan relate to
his various roles. As the Dragon, he is the
primeval foe of heaven (remember the echo of
the Tiamat story). As the Serpent, he is the
deceiver of humanity from the beginning. He
is called Ha Satan or the Devil because he has
been the accuser of believers ever since the
fall.”

dew bind, tie
y\ot, ot, o thousand
gt Noun, nom & acc pl étog, ovgn year
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Cf. vv 7-10. Amillennial writers such as
Hendriksen view this as a picture of the current
Gospel age in which Satan's powers are limited
and he is unable to prevent the growth of the
kingdom of God. Such verses as Mt 12:29; Lk
19:17-18; Jn 13:31; Col 2:15 are cited in
support of this view. Millennial writers believe
this refers to the millennium, the period of
Christ's reign on earth during which Satan is
completely inactive. Arguments over such
interpretations tend often to be over-simplistic
and fail to pay enough attention to the literary
context and background (see the introductory
comments to this chapter above).

Revelation 20:3

kai EBarev avTov gig TNV dfvccov, kai
giheloev Kol Eoppdyioev Endveo avtod, tva un
mhavion &t ta 0vn, dypt tehecdi) ta il
gt peta todta Ol Avbijval avTov PiKpov
YXPOVOV.

KAgww shut, shut up, lock

ocppayilo seal, secure with a seal

énave prep with gen. on, upon, over

mhavam lead astray, mislead, deceive

énu still, yet, any more

aypr prep and conj until, as far as

tehew complete, finish, fulfill

de1 impersonal verb it is necessary, must

AOfivor  Verb, aor pass infin Ave loose,
untie, release, set free

pikpov adv a little while, a little further

xpovog, o M time, period of time

Witherington comments, “As Caird says, we
are hereby warned about the resiliency of evil
in this world. It will never be entirely
eliminated before the new heavens and the new
earth.”

Revelation 20:4

Kai eldov Bpdvoug, kai kdbicay én’ oTovg,
Kol Kpipo £660n avtols, Kai Tag Yuyog Tdv
TEMEAEKIGUEVOVY O10L TNV popTupioy Tncod kai
o OV Adyov tod Beo?, kai oitiveg 00
TpoceKHVTIGOY TO Bnpiov 00OE TNV gikova
avTod Kol ovk ELaPov TO yapaypa Eml TO
péETOTOV Kol €L TNV YEpo aTAV: kol ECnoav
kai EBacilevcay petda tod yprotod yilwa .

Cf. Dan 7:9-14, which seems to shape the
picture here.

Opovog, ov m throne
kabilm sit down, sit
Kpo, Tog N judgement

[Cf. 1 Cor 6:2-3.

€600n Verb, aor pass indic, 3s o

yoyn, ng T self, life, 'soul’

nemerekicpévav  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
nelexilo behead

The connection between those seated on the
thrones, those beheaded for their witness to the
gospel and those who resisted the worship of
the beast is not clear. Comparison with 1 Cor
6:2-3 may suggest that all those who resisted
worship of the beast are seated on thrones
while at the same time the focus is particularly
upon those who were martyred for their
testimony — though put to death, they yet live
and reign with Christ.

paptopua, ag ftestimony, witness
ootig, ftig, 6 11 Who, which
npookvve® Worship

Onpov, ov n animal, beast

gikov, ovog T likeness, image, statue
yopayua, tog N mark, stamp, image
petonov, ov n forehead

Cow live, be alive

Ladd says that the meaning given to this verb
lies at the heart of the millennial question.
Premillennialists translate it “they came back
to life again™ (cf. v.6), while Amillennialists
"they lived".

Witherington argues from the parallel with
Rev 2:8 that the reference is to bodily
resurrection. Cf. also v 5.

Bactlevw rule, reign

Supplementary Note

Though a millennialist himself, Mounce
provides helpful insight into the origins of
millennial views. "In earlier times the Jews
pictured a messianic kingdom which would
last on the present earth forever (Isa 11:10-16;
65:20-25; Dan 7:14,27). Under the influence of
dualism there developed from about 100 BC
onward an increasing pessimism about this
earth as a proper place for such a glorious
period... Charles says that the millennium is
really ‘a late and attenuated form of the old
Jewish expectation of an eternal Messianic

Kingdom on the present earth'.

Revelation 20:5

ol howol Tdv vekp@dv ovk Elnoav dypt teAecdi
Ta yilo €N, avtn 1 GvaoToolg 1) TPAT.
lowocg, 1, ov rest, remaining, other

vekpog, o, ov dead

Cow live, be alive

aypt see v.3

Tele® See V.3

avaotaotg, eog f resurrection, raising up
TpwTog, M, ov first

| This final phrase continues the thought of v.4.
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Revelation 20:6

pakdplog kai dytog 6 Exmv pHépog &v i
vooTAcEL T TPMTY® €7l TOVTOV O SEHTEPOG
Bavorog ok Exet E€ovaiav, AL’ Ecovtat iepeig
T0D Bg0D kai 10D ¥p1oTod, Kol factiedcovsty
pet’ avtod il £,

pokapiog, a, ov blessed, fortunate, happy
ayog, o, ov holy

HEPOG, ovg N part

dvetepog, a, ov  second

Bavatog, ov m death

"Gog and Magog are symbolic figures
representing the nations of the world which
band together for a final assault upon God and
his people.”" Mounce. Witherington quotes
Reddish who writes concerning Gog and
Magog, “Clearly they do not represent two
specific nations or peoples, for John locates
them ‘at the four corners of the earth’ and says

2 9

‘they are as numerous as the sands of the sea’.

"The second death is defined in 20:14 and 21:8
as being cast into the lake that burns with fire
and brimstone. It is to share the eternal fate of
the devil, the beast, and the false prophet
(19:20; 20:10, 14-15), which is to endure
torment day and night for ever and ever
(20:10)." Mounce.

ovvayayelv  Verb, aor infin cuvayo gather,
gather together, assemble

molepog, o m war, battle

ap1Bpog, ov m number, total

appog, oo f sand

folacoa, ng f sea

Revelation 20:9

gfovoia, ag f authority, power
goovtan Verb, fut indic, 3 pl &iu
igpevg, emg M priest
Bactlevw rule, reign

kol avéPnoav €nt 10 TAATOG TG Yi|g, Kol
€KOKAELGOY TNV TaPEUPOATV TAV ayimv Kol
TNV TOMV TRV Nyamnpévny. Kol Kotéfn mop ék
70D 0VPaVOD KOl KATEPAYEV OOTOVG"

|Cf. Ex 19:6; 1 Peter 2:5,9; Rev 1:6; 5:10.

avafawve go up, come up
mhatog, ovg N breadth, width

Revelation 20:7-10

Cf. Hab 1:6 where a similar expression is used
of the invading Chaldeans.

Verses 7-10 echo the cataclysmic battle of
Ezekiel 38-39. Mounce says, "It is worth
noting that in Ezekiel and Revelation the
assault follows the period of the messianic
kingdom. In Ezekiel 36-37 Israel is restored to
the land; then comes the warfare in chapters 38
and 39. This is followed by a portrayal of the
eternal state under the figure of a rebuilt
temple in the New Jerusalem (chaps. 40-48)."

gxvkAievoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl xvkhow
surround, gather round
nmapepfoin, ng f barracks; camp; army

"The camp of the saints is to be understood in
the OT sense of the Israelite encampments
during their wilderness wanderings (Ex 14:19f;
Num 2:2ff; Deut 23:14). It is a reminder that
while on earth the people of God will always
be pilgrims in a foreign land.”" Mounce.

Revelation 20:7

Kol 6tav tehecdii ta yiha Etn, Avbfoetar 6
Yotavag €k TG PLAAKTG avTOD,

nohg, ewg f  city, town
nyammuévnv  Verb, perf pass ptc, f acc s
ayamam love, show love for

otov when

TeElem See V.3

o seev.3

oviakn, ng f prison, imprisonment

Revelation 20:8

The pictures of a camp for pilgrim people and
a beloved city seem incongruous.
Witherington suggests that the latter “is
another way of speaking of the society or the
saints who are attacked.” However, there may
also be echoes of OT history concerning
attacks on Jerusalem.

kai é€gleboetarl mAavijoot ta £0vn ta &v Taig
Té660pot Yoviog Thg Yig, Tov ['ay kol Mayoy,
cvvayaystv adTovg gic TOV TOAEOV, OV O
apBpOg aOTAV MG 1) Gppog g Bordoong.

kotofove come or go down, descend

nop, og n fire

kotépayev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s xatectim
eat up, devour

é€ehevoetar  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 s
g€epyopan

TAavam See V.3

teco0peg Neut teocopa gen teccapov four

yovio, ag T corner

Cf. 2 Kings 1; Ezek 38:22; 39:6. Witherington
comments, “Just when things look bleak, God
sends down fire from heaven to consume the
evil ones (cf. Ezek 39:6). This amounts to
taking the Devil and his minions and throwing
them into the lake of fire to be tormented
forever (vs 10).”
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Revelation 20:10

kai 6 dtaforog 6 TAav@AY aVToLS ERANON &ig
v Apvny 10D Topog kai Beiov, dnov Kai To
Onpiov kai 6 YevdompoPn NG, Kot
Bacavichnoovtor NUEPOG Kol VOKTOG €1G TOVG
aldvag TOV aidvav.

No one is so important as to be immune from
judgment, and no one is so unimportant as to
make judgment inappropriate.” Mounce.

dwporog, ov m the devil

EpAnOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3s Bollw
throw, throw down

Apvn, ng f see 19:20

Oeov, ov n see 19:20

omov adv. where

Onprov, ov n see 19:19

yevdompoopntng, ov M see 19:20

BacavicOricovtor Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
Bacavile torment

w€, voktog T night

aiwv, aiovog m  age, eternity

Biprov, ov N book, scroll
nvoixdnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl dvoryo

open
d\og, n, o another, other
Com, ne T life

Cf. Is 4:3; Dan 12:1; Mal 3:6; Rev 3:5; 17:18;
21:27.

gxpibnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl kpwvw
judge, pass judgement on

veypapuévov Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
Ypop® write

"Following the great white throne judgement,
Death, Hades, and all whose names are not
found in the book of life are to be cast into the
same fiery grave (20:14-15; cf. 14:10)."
Mounce.

Cf. Rom 2:6; 1 Peter 1:17. Witherington
comments, “There are two books that settle the
issue — the book of deeds and the book of life.
We have an image of God fairly reviewing all
the deeds of a person’s life. God will not be
unjust in his judgment, for he will take
everything into account.”

Revelation 20:11

Revelation 20:13

Kai £idov 0pdvov péyav Aevkdv Kol Tov
Kadfuevov én’ antod, o0 Gmd Tod TPOSHTO
gpuyev 1 yij Kol 6 ovpavag, Kol TOmog ovy,
€0pElN avtoic.

kai £6cKeV 1 0GLocca TOVG VEKPOLS TOVG €V
avTij, kol 6 0avatog kol 6 Gong £dwKay Tovg
VEKPOVG TOVG &V 0TOTG, Kol Ekpibnoav
£€K00TOG KATA TA Epya AOTAV.

Bpovog, ov m throne

Aevkog, n, ov White, shining

kabnpo  Sit, sit down

npocwnov, ov N face, appearance,
presence

esvyo flee, run away from

tomog, o m place

e0pébn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s edpiokm
find, discover

£dwxev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s ddmu
folacoa, ng f sea

Witherington comments, “The dead from the
sea are likely to be mentioned separately
because of ancient beliefs that those not
properly buried did not make it to Sheol or the
land of the dead called Hades (see Achilles
Tatius 5.16.2).”

Witherington comments, “The prospect of
judgment causes the earth metaphorically to
shrink or even flee in fear. But fleeing is of no
use. There is nowhere to run and nowhere to
hide.”

Oavatog, ov m death
@adng, oo m Hades, the world of the dead
£kaotog, n, ov each, every

Emphasises the universal nature of the
judgement — no-one can escape.

Revelation 20:14

Revelation 20:12

Kad €160V TOVG VEKPOVC, TOVG HEYEAoVS Kol
TOVG LKPOVG, £0TMTAG EVAmiov 10D Opovou,
kai Birio voixbnoav: kai dAro Pipriov
nvoiydn, 6 éotwv tijg Cwfig kal ékpifncav ol
vekpol €k TV yeypapuévav &v toic Piiiolg
Kot T0 EPYa aOT®V.

kol 0 Bdvartog kai 6 §dng EPAnOncav &ig v
AMpvnv Tod Topde. ovTog 6 Bdvatog O SevTEpdg
€0y, 1 Alpvn 100 mopdc.

£BMOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl BaAiom
throw

Apvn, ng f see 19:20; 20:10

devtepog, a, ov  second

vekpog, o, ov dead

wikpog, a, ov little, small, insignificant

éot®tag Verb, perf act ptc, m acc pl iomut
stand

évomov prep with gen before

|ct. 20:6.
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"Death is the last enemy to be destroyed (cf. 1
Cor 15:54-55). Coupled with Hades (that 'grim
receptacle of death's prey'; Moffatt...), it
symbolises the effects of sin and wickedness
that entered the world through the sin of the
first man (Rom 5:12). In a great psalm of
thanksgiving the prophet Isaiah declares that
God 'will swallow up death for ever' (Isa 25:8).
The last vestige of sin's unlawful hegemony is
cast into the lake of fire." Mounce.

Revelation 20:15

kol €1 T1g ovy evpEdn &v i) BiPAw tig LoTig
yeypappévos, EBANON eig v Aipvny tod
Topde.

evpétn seev.1l

Witherington comments, “Presumably the
book of life is opened because believers are
also present on this occasion, and though their
deeds may fall short, they are not cast into the
lake of fire because they have believed in the
Lamb and the life he gives.”

"In Matthew 25:41 Jesus indicated that the
eternal fire was prepared for the devil and his
angels. In the final judgement all whose
names do not appear in the book of life will
share their fate." Mounce.

Revelation 21:1

Kai £1d0ov 00pavov kovov koi yiv koviy: O
YOp TPATOG 0OVPOVOC Kad 1) TpdTN Yi] anfiAbay,
kai 1) 0dhacoa odk Eotv €T

KOWOG, 1, OV New

Cf. 1s 65:17; 2 Peter 3:10-13 also Rom 8:19-
22. "Ladd emphasises that Biblical thought —
in contrast to Greek dualism in which salvation
consists of the flight of the soul from the
earthly and transitory to the spiritual and
eternal — "always places man on a redeemed
earth, not in a heavenly realm removed from
earthly existence"." Mounce.

Witherington similarly quotes Boesak
(Comfort and Protest) who writes on John’s
use of Isa 65-66, “Isaiah’s imagery is
profoundly earthly, and such also is John’s
intention. There is no reason for us to believe
that John is intentionally transporting Isaiah’s
vision into another world to come. The
concern of the Apocalypse is not so much the
creation of another world (a ‘next world’) into
which the church is called to escape. The
whole point of John’s writing is that it is this
world, in this human history, that the power of
the Lord will be seen. It is for this reason that
the triumphant church is not transported into
the new Jerusalem, transported into the next
world, but that the new Jerusalem comes down
out of heaven.”

Boesak also writes “There must be a new
earth. This earth — raped, robbed, torn, filled
with anger and revenge, with hurt and pain —
cannot and should not remain. This earth had
been the dwelling place of the Beast, the false
prophet of the Beast who came out of the sea.
It was the throne of Babylon, the great harlot.
This earth had given refuge to the murderers of
the saints of God but became, by the same
token, the arena of the suffering and death of
God’s children. It was never ‘home’ for them
... Indeed, in the experience of the little people
of God, the earth belonged to the mighty and
the powerful who claimed it for themselves,
and they were the enemies, the Killers of those
who sought to remain faithful to Jesus Christ.
So this earth should be no more... Normal is no
longer hiding in the night, leaving loved ones
behind and fighting with the wild beasts for the
enjoyment of the Beast. What is normal now is
walking in the light of God and living from the

fruits of the tree of life.”
Witherington sums up this point when he

writes, “John would be frustrated with the way
that Revelation has often been used,
particularly his heavenly worship scenes, to
inculcate a theology of Christian life and
worship that justifies a dematerialised,
dehistoricised spirituality. For John, salvation
must happen in space and time or not at all,
precisely because sin and evil are historical
problems that plague human history. The
atonement must be made on earth, and the
resurrection must come forth from earth.
Eternal life begins here and now, not then and
later in heaven. Otherwise God’s sovereignty,
justice, and redemption are not demonstrated
in the realm where they need to be
demonstrated — on earth. No such
demonstrations are required in heaven. John,
with other early Christians, prayed, ‘thy
kingdom come on earth’ and assured his
audience that, at the end, ‘the kingdoms of this
world will become the kingdoms of our God
and of his Christ’.”

npwtog, M, ov first, earlier

anfiOav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl dmepyopon
BaAioooa, ng T sea

¢ still, yet, any more
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Having surveyed various views concerning the
disappearance of the sea, including mythical
allusions, Mounce concludes, "Swete is closer
to the truth when he says that the sea
disappears because 'in the mind of the writer it
is associated with ideas which are at variance
with the character of the New Creation." ...
Isaiah compares the wicked to the tossing of
the sea which cannot rest, whose waters toss
up mire and dirt (Is 57:20). It was out of the
sea that the beast who blasphemed God and
made war on the saints had arisen (Rev 13:1,
6-7)."

Israel was not a seafaring nation.

Revelation 21:2

Kol TV TOAW TV ayiav Tepovcainp Koy
gidov katafaivovcav £k Tod odpavod dmd Tod
0g0D, NTOWAGHEVIIV DG VOUPTV KEKOCUTUEVTV
T® avdpl avti|s.

nohg, g T city

Cf. Gal 4:26; Heb 11:10; 12:22; 13:14; Phil
3:20; Rev 3:12. Beasley-Murray notes that
"Revelation as a whole may be characterised
as A Tale of Two Cities, with the sub-title, The
Harlot and the Bride."

koatofoivovoav Verb, pres act ptc, facc s
katofowve come down, descend

étowalm prepare, make ready

vopen, ng T bride

kexoounuévny  Verb, perf pass ptc, facc s
koopew adorn, decorate, put in order

avnp, avépog m man, husband

The picture is of the redeemed community. It
comes down from heaven because it is not the
construction of man but the creation of God.
"The consummation of the Christian hope is
supremely social. It is no 'flight of the alone to
the Alone' but life in the redeemed community
of heaven." Hunter.

Revelation 21:3

Kol fikovoa emVTic Heyaing &k tod Opovou
Agyovong: 1600 1 oknvr) Tod 6ol petd @V
avOpOTOV, Kol CKNVAOGCEL LET’ aOTAV, Kol
avTol Acol avtod Ecovtal, Kol ovTog O Bg0g
pet’ adtdv £otat,

Opovog, ov m throne
oknvn, ng T tabernacle, dwelling place
oknvow live, dwell

Cf. Jn 1:14.

Aoog, oo M people

It is extremely difficult to decide between the
readings Aoot and daog — the evidence is finely
balanced. The UBS Committee chose Aaot
chiefly on the basis of “slightly superior
manuscript evidence” (Metzger).
Witherington also argues for the plural as
John’s representation of the many peoples
redeemed by the Lamb “i.e. Jews and various
Gentile ethnic groups as well.” (cf. Jn 10:16).
The singular is an attempt to conform the text
to the imagery of the OT.

goovton  Verb, fut indic, 3 pl &iu
gotor Verb, futindic, 2 s i

The consummation of Immanuel and the
fulfilment of the covenant promise of Lev
26:11-12; cf. Jer 31:33; Ezek 37:27; Zech 8:8.

Revelation 21:4

kai EEaieiyel Tav ddkpvov €k TAV OPOAAUDY
avT@®v, Kol 0 Bdvatog ovk Eotat &t obTE
nwévBoc olte Kpowyn ovTe TOVOG OVK EGTOL ETL.
0 TP@ATO GO0V,

g€odelpm Wwipe away or out,
daxpvov, ov n tear (asin weeping)
Oavatog, ov m death

|Sin and all its effects are banished.

€t see v.1

ovte not, neither

nevbog, ovg N mourning, sorrow
kpavyn, ng f shout, cry

novog, o M pain, suffering; hard work

Cf. Is 35:10; 65:19.

npwtog, M, ov first, earlier
anfAboav Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl dmepyopon

Witherington comments, “All the things that
were the result of the fall will be wiped out.
These conditions were promised to the martyrs
in Rev 7:17, and here they are seen as realised.
The new order will be a place for endless life,
joy, celebration, and love.”

Revelation 21:5

Kai einsv 6 ka0ipevog £mi 1 8pdve: Tdob
Ko Told wavra. Kol Aéyer I'pdwov, &t
o0TOl 01 AdYol moTOol Kol dANOvoi giotv.

Kabnuot  Sit
Opovog, ov m throne

Cf. Is 65:17. "The transformation which Paul
saw taking place in the lives of believers (2
Cor 3:18; 4:16-18; 5:16-17) will have its
counterpart on a cosmic scale when a totally
new order will replace the old order marred by
sin." Mounce.

ypéwov Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s ypop®
write

motog, N, ov faithful, trustworthy

aanbwoc, 1, ov real, genuine, true
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Revelation 21:6

Kai ginév pot- Téyovav. £yd 10 AApa Kol TO
Q, N dpyn xod 10 T8hog. EY0 TG SWHVTL Shom
€k TG TNYT|g Tod Voatog Tiig {™iig dwpedv.

£BdeAvyuévorg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n dat
pl Bdeivooopon detest; perf pass ptc
vile, corrupt

yvéyovav Verb, perf act indic, 3 pl ywopa

"Those who have joined in the detestable and
unholy ritual of emperor worship." Mounce.

‘It is done’, ‘it has come to pass’ — maybe even
‘it is finished’. “Not merely the completed
work of Christ on the cross is in view, as in
John 19, but the completion of the entire
historical and redemptive process. Yet this
ending is but a new beginning. It is only the
old order of things that has passed away.”
Witherington.

Qovevg, e M murderer

nopvog, o M man who practices sexual
immorality

QappoKog, ov m sorcerer, one who
practices magic

Cf. Acts 19:19.

apyn, ng f beginning, origin
telog, ovg N end, conclusion

"That God is the beginning refers not only to
the fact that he was first in point of time ... but
also that he is the source and origin of all
things. He is the end in the sense that he
constitutes their goal and aim (as in 1 Tim 1:5;
Rom 10:4)." Mounce. As Witherington puts it,
“He is the beginner and ender of things.”

gidwlolatpng, ov m idolater
yevdng, e¢ false, lying

pnepog, ovg N part

Apvn, ng T lake

kouw burn; pass be lit, burn
nop, og n fire

Ogiov, ov n sulphur, brimstone
Oavatog, ov m death
dvetepog, a, ov  second

dwoaw be thirsty, thirst for

|Cf. Ps42:1; 36:9; 63:1; Is 55:1.

dwow Verb, futact indic, 1s o
mnyn, ng T spring, fountain; well
VOwp, Véatog N water

Com, ng T life
dwpeov without cost, freely

Cf. 20:15. The intent is to warn waverers of the
consequences of apostasy. “The warning does
not mean that anyone who has ever committed
one of these sins will be excluded from the
New Jerusalem. God’s city is not reserved for
those who have never sinned, but for those
who are cleansed by the blood of Christ (7:14;
22:14).” Koester.

Revelation 21:9-22:5

| Cf. Jer 2:13; Ps 36:9; Jn 4:14; 7:37.

Revelation 21:7

0 VIKOV KANPOVOUNCEL TADTO, Kot GOt OTH
0g0¢ kai a0TOg E0TOL LOL VIOG.

viKo® conqguer, overcome

|Cf. 2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21.

KAnpovouew receive, inherit
goopar see v.3

|Cf. Gen 17:7; 2 Sam 7:14; Gal 3:26,29; 4:7.

Revelation 21:8

In introducing this section Witherington
comments, “For our purposes, it is important
to remember that John’s vision is not merely
about salvation from the world and its
injustices. It is also about salvation of the
world, including the redemption of the earth
and the material cosmos itself. John, like other
early Christians such as Paul, was not
interested in propagating an otherworldly or
world-negating religion. To the contrary, John
believes this is still God’s world, and God
intends to remedy the human dilemma,
ultimately within space and time.”

701G 8¢ dehoig Kol amicTolg Kol ERdelvypévolg
Kol @ovedot kail TOPVOLG Kol opuékolg Kol
eldmAOAGTPOLG KOl TAGL TOIG WEVSESLY TO
HEPOG OOTAOV €V T Alvn T Kaopévn mopl kol
Beim, 6 €éoTtv O BAvatog 6 devtepog.

Revelation 21:9

de1hog, , ov cowardly, afraid

Those who "fear the threats of the beast more
than they trust the love of Christ." Beasley-
Murray.

Kai f\0ev gic &k TV EMTA yyEheov TV
EXOVI®V TG EMTA QLOANG, TAV YEUOVTOV TAV
EMTA TANY®V TOV E6YATOV, Kol EAIANCEV HET’
€uod Aéyov: Aegdpo, dei&m oot v voueny Ty
yovaika 10D dpviov.

amotog, ov unfaithful, unbelieving

Mounce says these are believers who have
denied the faith rather than those who have
never professed faith.

€lg, o, €V gen €vog, puiag, Evog one
énto. seven

owAn, ng f bowl

vepo be full

minm, ng T plague
goyatog, 1, ov adj last, final
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Cf. ch.16. "The angel is undoubtedly the one
who in 17:1 summoned John to witness the
judgement of the great harlot. This seems to be
the purpose of the identical introductions. It
also draws attention to the contrast between the
great harlot (the wicked city Babylon) and the
bride of the Lamb (the holy city Jerusalem)."
Mounce.

MBog, ov m  stone

TYIOTOTOG, 0, OV MOSt precious

iaomig, Woc f jasper (a semi-precious stone
of varying colours, but the jasper of the NT
was probably green)

kpvotallm be clear or bright as crystal

Cf. 4:3.

hodew speak, talk

devpo adv. come, come here

detéw Verb, fut act indic, 3 s deivout
show, point out, reveal

vouen, ng f bride

yovn, aukog T wife

apviov, ov n lamb

Revelation 21:12

€yovoa Tely0g péya Kol VyMAov, Exovca
TOUAGVAG dMOEKD, KOl £l TOIG TVADGCLY
ayyéhovg dddeKa, Kol OVOLOTA ETLYEYPAUUEVOL
@ €oTv TV 0ddeKD PLADY VIOV Topani

Witherington comments, “Basically the
material in v. 9ff. is an expansion of what was
first mentioned in 21:2. John is using his
interlocking rhetorical technique, first
introducing a subject, then concluding the
former subject, then continuing with the new
subject.”

ter(0g, ovg N wall

vyniog, 1, ov see v.10

ToAmV, ®VOG M gate, gateway, entrance
dwdexa twelve

Revelation 21:10

Kol Amveykév e v mvevpatt Emi dpog péya
Kol VyMAoV, Kol E6e1E€v ot v TOAWV TV
ayiov Tepovcoinu katafaivovoav £k T00
ovpavod and Tod Beod,

"The twelve angels are celestial gatekeepers
and may reflect the Isaianic picture of
watchmen upon the walls of Jerusalem (lsa
62:6). They belong to the concept of an ideal
city." Mounce. Witherington suggests they
may be like the angel guarding the gate to the
Garden of Eden.

annveykév  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dmayw
lead away, lead

opog, ovg N mountain, hill

vyniog, 1, ov high

ovoua, Tog N hame

gmyeypappéva  Verb, perf pass ptc, n nom/acc
pl émypapo write on orin

ouAn, n¢ f tribe

Cf. Ezek 48:30-34.

Revelation 21:13

Cf. Ezek 40:2. Witherington writes, “Caird
carefully points out the parallels to the
descriptions of great cities in Ezek 28:12-14 of
Tyre and in Isa 14:12-14 of Babylon. The Ezek
28 passage is crucial as there too we have the
holy mountain identified with the garden of
Eden.”

GO AVATOATC TVADVEG TPEIC, Kol amd Poppd
TOADVES TPELG, Kol Gmd VOTOV TUADVES TPETS,
Kol Ao SuopdV TUADVES TPELS:

g6e1&év  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dewcvo
katafaivovcov see v.2

Revelation 21:11

avatoAn, ng f rising sun, east
TPEIC, TPpLo. gen tpov dat tpiowv three
Boppag, o m the north

votog, ov M south wind, south
dvoun, ng T west (always pl.)

Revelation 21:14

gyovoav v d6&av Tod Be0D* 0 pwoTHP AdTHC
6potog Mo Ty TaTE, O AMB idomidt
KpvotoAAilovT

Kol 1O TETY0G Tiig TOAemG Ey@V Bepehiong
dmdeka, Kol €’ avT®dV dMOEKN OVOUATO TV
dmdeka AmocTOA®V TOD dpviov.

do&a, g f glory

Cf. Is 60:1,2,19; Ezek 43:5. “The city is said to
radiate or reflect the very glory of God. Just as
God’s Shekinah glory rested on the Tabernacle
in the wilderness, here it permeates the whole
city. Therefore there is no more division of
secular and sacred. The whole city is a holy
temple, for God is with his people throughout
the city and they are his temple.”
Witherington.

Bepeloc, oo m  (also Bepeiiov, ov n)
foundation, foundation stone
apviov, ov N seev.19

Cf. Eph 2:20. "The church in a historical sense
rests upon the apostles and prophets, that is
upon the faith and labours of those who first
proclaimed the gospel message. The
juxtaposition of the twelve tribes and the
twelve apostles shows the unity of ancient
Israel and the NT church." Mounce.

pwotp, npog m light; radiance, brilliance
opotog, o, ov like, of the same kind as
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Revelation 21:15

Kai 6 AoA@v pet’ éuod elyev pHéTpov KAAapov
xPLoOdV, tva LeETPNOT TV TOAV KOl TOVG
TOADVOG aOTHG KOl TO TELY0G VTG,

Revelation 21:17

giyev Verb, imperf act indic, 3s éym
petpov, o N Measure

Kolapog, o m reed, rod, cane
xpvoovg, n, ovv made of gold, golden
petpem measure

TOUA®V, ®VOG M see v.12

TELYOG, OVG N see v.12

Kol EUETPNOEV TO TETYOG OOTHG EKATOV
TEGCEPAKOVTA TECOAP®V TNYDV, LETPOV
avBpdmov, 6 €oTv dyyélov.

ékotov one hundred

teooepokovta  forty

tecoapeg Neut teccapa gen teccapwv four
nue, eog M cubit

Not clear whether the reference is to the height
or the thickness of the wall.

Cf. Ezek 40-41; Zech 2:1-5. Witherington
comments, “In contrast to Ezekiel, here the
city is being measured to show its magnitude.
In Ezekiel the measuring is for the sake of
showing how much needs protection.”

petpov, ov n see v.15

Revelation 21:18

Revelation 21:16

Kol 1 évddunoig tod teiyovg avTig loomig, kai
M TOMG xpvoiov kabapov Spotov VAAD
KaBopd-

gvémunotg, ewg f foundation

Kol 1) TOMG TETPAYOVOG KETTOL, KOl TO UKOG
AVt o0V TO TAATOC. Kol EUETPNoEV TV
TOAY T® KaAGL® €Ml 6TadI0VG dDIEKA
YISV TO PfjKog Kol TO TAATOG Kol TO Vyog
avTiic ioa €otiv.

| Mounce suggests the meaning is an inlay.

TETPOY®OVOG, OV iN a square

iaomig, 1dog f seev.11

ypvowov, ov n gold

kabapoc, a, ov pure

opotog, o, ov like, of the same kind as
vakog, ov f glass, crystal

Here probably meaning a cube.

kewon lie, be laid

unkog, ovg h length

0006, M, ov correlative pronoun, as much as

mhatog, ovg N breadth, width

otadol, v m (pl) stades, furlongs (about
200 metres)

dwdeko twelve

yag, adog T athousand

Walvoord says "the constant mention of
transparency indicates that the city is designed
to transmit the glory of God in the form of
light without hindrance."

Revelation 21:19

Witherington comments, “The dimensions of
the city are 12,000 stadia on each side, a
number that corresponds to the numbers of
people brought into the redeemed community
(7:4-8...). In other words, the city is just the
right size.”

ol Bgpédiot Tod teiyovg Tiig TOAE®S TavTL A
TYi® Kekoounpévor: 0 Bepélog O TpAdTOG
foomig, 0 6gvTeEpPOg ohmPLPOC, O Tpitog
YOAKNd®V, 6 TETOPTOC GUApaydOC,

Bepeiog, oo m see v.14

MBog, oo m seev.1l

TG, o, oV - precious, valuable

kekoopnuévor Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
koopew adorn, decorate

vyog, ouvg n height, heaven, high position
icog, m, ov equal, the same

"This particular shape would immediately
remind the Jewish readers of the inner
sanctuary of the temple (a perfect cube, each
dimension being twenty cubits; 1 Kings 6:20),
the place of divine presence." Mounce.
Witherington, having pointed out that 12,000
stadia is about 1,500 miles, comments, “Since
the city is a cube, we might envision it as
taking up the whole space from London to
Athens, or more approximately the whole of
the Mediterranean crescent from Jerusalem to
Spain. John perhaps may see it as coterminous
with his known or extant world. John then
would be suggesting that the new creation is
coterminous with the new people of God or
their new community.”

"The twelve stones correspond generally to the
twelve gems set into the breastplate of the high
priest." Mounce. Cf. Exod 28:17 ff.; 39:10 ff.
Witherington adds, “The main thing to be said
about the precious stones, other than that there
are as many conjectures as commentaries
about their symbolic significance, is that Ezek
28:13 is in the background, where the precious
stones are linked to God’s own dwelling in
Paradise... It appears that John has derived his
stone list in part from Exod 28:17-20 and in
part from Ezek 28:13, including nine stones
that appear in both lists. No one stone list
corresponds with John’s.”

Tpwtog, M, ov  first

iaomig, Wog f jasper (a semi-precious stone
of varying colours, but the jasper of the NT
was probably green)

dvetepog, a, ov second
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cangipog, ov f sapphire

Tp1T0C, 1, ov  third

yaAkndwv, ovoc m chalcedony, agate
1eTAPTOG, N, ov fourth

opapaydog, oo m emerald

Revelation 21:20

Revelation 21:22

Kai voov odk gidov év avti, 6 yap kdprog, 6
0edc, 0 mavtokpdT®P, VOOG AOTHG 6TV, Kol TO
apviov.

voog, ov M temple, sanctuary
gidov Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl opow see

0 méUTTog GopdOVLE, 0 EKTog GapdLoV, O
gBdopog ypucoibog, 6 dydoog PripvArog, O
&vatog Tomallov, 0 6£K0TOG XPLGOTPAGOG, O
évdéxartog vakwvhog, 0 dwdékatog auébuotog:

nepntog, n, ov  fifth

copdovuE, vyog m sardonyx (a variety of
agate)

€KTOG, 1, OV Sixth

ocapdiov, ov n carnelian or cornelian (a
semi-precious stone, usually red in colour)

éPpdopoc, n, ov  seventh

yxpvooibog, o m chrystolite, yellow agate

oydoog, 1, ov eighth

BnpvArog, oo mand f beryl (asemi-
precious stone, usualy green or blue-green
in colour)

évartog, 1, ov ninth

tomallov, ov N topaz (a semi-precious stone,
usually yellow in colour)

dexatog, n, ov tenth

ypvoonpacog, ov M chrysoprase, green
quartz

évdekaroc, n, ov eleventh

vakwbog, ov m jacinth, hyacinth (a
precious stone, perhaps blue in colour)

dwdekatog, v, ov twelfth

apebvotog, ov f amethyst (a semi-precious
stone, usualy purple or violet in colour)

Revelation 21:21

Witherington comments, “In the New
Jerusalem there is no temple, which proves
that John did not feel obligated to follow
Ezekiel’s blueprint jot and tittle, but rather
picked and chose what he would adopt and
adapt. This also makes it clear that John knew
he was dealing with symbols and metaphors,
not a literal blueprint in the OT prophecies.
Thus he could use images flexibly and freely...
There is no more separation of secular and
sacred zones, no more separation between God
and God’s people. This contrasts strongly with
OT and early Jewish expectations about the
eschatological Jerusalem.”

TOVTOKPOTOP, 0pog M Almighty
apviov, ov n lamb

Cf. Jn 4:21; 2 Cor 6:16. Note the way in
which the Lamb and God are juxtaposed,
implying their unity.

Revelation 21:23

Kai 1 TOALG oV ypeiav Exel ToD AoV 0VOE TG
ceMVNG, Tva paivecty avti), 1 Yop d6&a Tod
Be0D gpmTicev ATV, Kol 6 AOyvog adTiG TO
apviov.

Kol ol ddEK TVADVEG dDIEKA LLopyopitat,
avar sic EkaoTtog TdV TVAGVOVY v &€ £vdg
papyapitov: Kod 1 Thateio g TOAEWS ypvoiov
KaBapov A BoAoG dLavYNg

xpew, og T need, want

nAog, ov m the sun

oeinvn, ng f moon

eowve  shine, give light

do&a, ng T glory

oot give light to, light, shine on
Aoyvog, ov m lamp

|Cf. Is 60:19-20; Jn 1:9; 8:12.

dwdeko see v.12
papyapitng, ov m pearl

Revelation 21:24

Witherington comments, “The idea of pure
pearl gates may come from Isa 54:11-12, if the
author thought carbuncle is the same as pearl.”

Kol TEPTATNGOVSY TO EBVN d1d TOD PMTOG
avTiig: Kol ol BAGIAETS TG YiiG PEpOVOLY TNV
do&av avT®dv €lg avTV

ava prep used distributively with acc. each,
each one

mAatug, €0, v wide; mhatewn, ag T wide
street

xpvolov, ov N see v.18

kabapog, a, ov see v.18

valog, ov f seev.18

dwwyng, e¢ transparent, translucent

nepuatem walk

£€0vn  Noun, nom & acc pl €8vog, ovgn
nation

owc, potog n light

Bactievg, emc M king

eepo bring, carry, bear, lead

do&a, mg T glory
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Cf.1s60:1-5, 6, 9, 11, 13, 17. To interpret this
literalistically raises all kinds of problems —
how is it that the nations and their kings are
present in this final state? Glasson says "The
prophets were thinking mainly of a future
under the historical conditions of our present
life. John makes use of their sublime visions,
lifting them up to the eternal plane; and at
times he retains words not entirely appropriate
to their new settings." Mounce adds, "This is
certainly the answer to the presence of the
nations 'outside the new Jerusalem' throughout
eternity. The imagery of the Apocalypse must
of necessity be concrete and spacial, but its
significance is inevitably spiritual."”

Keener writes, “In Revelation the gifts that the
nations bring are not simply wealth but ‘glory’
(21:24 ... 26); they offer their glory to God in
light of God’s greater glory (21:23), forsaking
idolatry.”

Cf. 1s 52:1; Ezek 44:9; 1 Cor 6:9-10; 2 Peter
3:13. Witherington writes that v27 “served to
reassure the audience that the coming in of the
pagan nations did not mean the entrance of
uncleanness or sin into the holy city.”

Revelation 22:1

Kai €0e1&év pot motapov Hoatog {of|g Aapmpov
MG KpVOTAALOV, EKTTOPELOLEVOV €K TOD BpoOVoL
0D B0 Kol 10D dpviov

£6e1&év Verb, aor act indic, 3's deucvopt
show, point out, reveal

TOTAOC, OV M river, stream

VOWp, VdaTOg N water

Com, g T life

Cf. Gen 2:10; Ps 46:4; Ezek 47:1-12; Jn 4:14;
Rev 7:17; 21:6; 22:17.

Revelation 21:25

Aapmpog, a, ov  bright, shining, clear
KpvotaAlog, ov M crystal
ékmopevopal  go or come out

Kol 0l TOA@VEG avTiig 0V T} KAEIGODOY
Nnuépag, vo& yap ovk ot EKel,

TOA®V, ®VOG M see v.12

KiewoBdow  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl kieiw
shut, shut up, lock

wo&, voktog T night

goton Verb, fut indic, 3s &

¢kel there, in that place

"The faithful and true will live at the source of
the life-giving stream which proceeds from the
very presence of God. In the hot and arid
climate of Palestine this figure would hold
special appeal.” Mounce. Witherington
comments, “A combination of Ezekiel and
Genesis 1-2 is in the background. The river
being crystal clear and pure is a perfect symbol
of life flowing from God to God’s people.”

There is no darkness and no threat which
demands the protection of locked gates. Cf. Is
60:11.

Revelation 22:2

Revelation 21:26

Kai oicovotv TV d6&av Kol TV TV TdV
€0vav &ic avv.

&v Héo TG mAateiog avTig: Kol ToD ToTopoD
€vtedbev kai €xelbev EbAoV (wTig ToloDV
KOpIoLG dMOEKA, KATA Uijva EKOAGTOV
amod1d0dV TOV KAPTOV aVTOD, Kol TO QUAAY
0D EVAov gig Oepameiov TV EBVAV.

olcovowy Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl gepw
bring, carry, bear
niun, ng f honour, respect, price

Revelation 21:27

uecoc, 1, ov middle

mhatewa, ac f wide street
évtevfev from here, on this side
éxeev from there, on that side
&vlov, ov n wood, tree

Kai oV pun elcéA0 gig adtv Thv KooV Kol
TowdV BoEAvypo kol weddog, €i ur| ol
yveypoppévor &v @ Biiim tiig (ofig ToD
apviov.

glogpyopon enter, go in, come in

Kowog, a, ov.common, profane, unclean

Béslvyua, togc N something detestable

yevdog, ovg n lie, that which is false

yveypaupévor Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
YPOQ® Write

Biprov, ov n book, scroll

Com, ng T life

"The exact placement of river, street, and trees
is less than clear. If the initial phrase ('in the
midst of the street thereof') goes with the
preceding verse, then the river would flow
down the centre of a wide avenue. If it is taken
with what follows, then the street and river
probably run side by side, with the trees in
between. Other possibilities have been
suggested, but the specific geographical layout
is of no particular importance in understanding
the symbolism of the verse." Mounce.

nowodv Verb, pres act ptc, n nom/acc s molewm
Kapmog, o M fruit

dwdeka twelve

unv, pnvog m month

£kaoTOG, 1, OV each, every
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armodidodv Verb, pres act ptc, n nom/acc s
aroddoul give, render

@vAlov, ov n leaf

Oepancwa, ag f healing

The picture brings together both the tree of life
in Eden (Gen 2:9; 3:22) and the trees with fruit
and healing leaves of Ezek 47:12.

"The glory of the age to come is necessarily
portrayed by means of imagery belonging to
the present age. The healing leaves indicate the
complete absence of physical and spiritual
want. The life to come will be a life of
abundance and perfection." Mounce.

Revelation 22:3

"His name stands for his character. The faces
of those who have experienced the beatific
vision will reflect the unmistakable likeness of
their heavenly Father. The process of
transformation now under way in the life of the
believer (2 Cor 3:18) will be brought to
completion when the church enters its ultimate
and ideal state. As the followers of the beast
bore his mark upon their foreheads (Rev
13:16), so will the faithful bear the name of
God upon theirs (cf. Rev 3:12). The metaphor
stresses ownership and likeness." Mounce.
Witherington adds, “We may contrast this with
the brand of the Beast on those who serve him
(13:6; 14:9; 17:5; 20:4).”

Kol Tdv Kotabepo ovk Eotat £Tl. kai 6 Opovoc
70D Og0D kai ToD dpviov v avti] EoTal, Kai ol
dodLot adtod AaTpedcovsty avTd,

Revelation 22:5

katobepa, Tog N something under God's
curse

goton Verb, fut indic, 2's &

gt still, yet, any more

Kol vOE ovk Eotan £T1, Kol oK Eyovoty ypeiov
QOMTOG ADYvoL Kol e®dG NAiov, &1t KOpLog O
0g0¢ potioetl £n” avTOVG, Kol Paciiebcovoty
€lg Tovg aldvas TOV aidvav.

v, voktog T see 21:25

Cf. Zech 14:3-11; Gen 3:14,17.

doviog, ov m slave, servant
Aotpgvw  serve, worship

Revelation 22:4

Everything that causes fear is banished, cf. ‘no
more sea’ 21:1.

Kai dyovrtat T0 Tpdownov avTod, Kot 1o dvopa
070D &nl TAOV PHETOTOV AVTMV.

Syovton Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl opow
see
npoocwnov, ov N face

"Perhaps the greatest of all eternity's blessings
is reflected in the one phrase, 'and they shall
see his face. Moses, the great lawgiver of the
old dispensation, was not allowed to see the
face of God because God had declared, ‘Man
shall not see me and live' (Ex 33:20; cf. 33:23
where Moses is allowed to see only the back of
God)... Jesus taught that only the pure in heart
shall see God (Mt 5:8), and John in his first
epistle speaks of the great transformation to
take place at the return of Christ when 'we
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is'
(1Jn 3:2)." Mounce. Cf.Ps17:15.

ypew, og f see 21:23

0mg, poTog N see 21:24
Adyvou see 21:23

NnAwog, ov M see 21:23

ootlo see 21:23

Baciievw rule, reign

aiov, oiovog m age, eternity

Revelation 22:6-21

ovopa, Tog N name
uetmwnov, ov n forehead

Verse 6 marks the beginning of the Epilogue
of the book of Revelation. "The similarities
between the Prologue and Epilogue of
Revelation have often been noted. The book is
genuine prophecy (1:3; 22:6, 9-10, 18-19) by a
duly commissioned prophet (1:1, 9-10; 22:8-
10) to be read in the churches (1:3; 22:7,
12,14). These and other similarities support the
view that the Prologue may have been the last
part of the book to be written and thus reflects
the influence of the Epilogue." Mounce.
Witherington comments, “It appears to most,
however, to be a bit more disjointed than the
Prologue. Perhaps the major difficulty is
determining who is speaking at what juncture.
Most scholars argue vv. 6-7 have Jesus
speaking, vv 8-9 an angel, vv 10-16 again
Jesus. Beasley-Murray urges that the angel is
certainly the speaker in vs 6, and that the
sayings that follow are all from Jesus but
mediated through the angel. He argues that all
of vv 6-15, which make up the Epilogue
proper, are mediated through the angel,
whoever they are from.”
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Revelation 22:6

Kai einév por- Obtot oi Adyor motol kai
aAnOwot, kai 6 KOP1og, 0 B0 TV TVELUATOV
TOV TPOPNTAOV, ATEGTEIAEV TOV dyyehov odTOD
dei&on toig dovA01g 0vToD @ Oel yevésOan v
Thyer

npookvve® Worship

gunpocbev prep with gen before

novg, Todog m foot

dewvoovtog Verb, pres act ptc, mgen s
dewvopt  show, point out, reveal

motog, 1, ov faithful, trustworthy, reliable
aanbwog, 1, ov real, genuine, true

Cf. 19:10.

Revelation 22:9

Mounce suggests that the plural Tvevpatov
indicates that it is the human spirits of the
prophets that are spoken of here rather than the
Holy Spirit. l.e. God is the source of the
prophets’ inspiration.

kai Aéyet por ‘Opa pir ohvoovrog cov eipu Kol
TOV ABEAPDV GOV TAV TPOPNTAOV Kol TOV
NPOVVTOV TOVG A0YoLs Tod PifAiov TovTOoL:
@ 0e® TPOoGKLVNCOV.

anéotetlev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
dnootelo send, send out

dewcvopr see v.1

der impersonal verb it is necessary, must

To0G, oug N speed, quickness; év .
speedily, quickly, soon

opow see; make sure, see to it
ovvdovrog, ov m fellow-servant

60¢, on, cov  possessive adj. your, yours
mpew see V.7

Witherington says that év tayet means ‘soon’
but then, considering also the opening sentence
of v7 he asks “On whose clock? Cf. 2:16;
3:11...; 22:7, 12, 20... The question is, in part,
how such language is meant to function in a
work of apocalyptic prophecy. Does it function
S0 as to dictate that the thief in the night must
appear within a certain time frame or to warn
that He could be coming soon and thus one
must always be prepared? The latter seems
more probable as John is not interested in date
setting, unlike some writers of apocalyptic
material, and as the hortatory and rhetorical
function of the work as a whole points in this
direction.”

God’s people are raised to the same status as
angels, while none are to be offered worship
save God and Jesus.

Revelation 22:10

Kai Aéyet por Mn oppayiong tovg Adyovug Tiig
nwpognteiag tod PipAiov TovTOL, O KALPOG YO
€yy0g éoTIv.

ooppaylom seal, secure with a seal
Kopog, ov M time
€yyvg adv near

Revelation 22:7

Kol 100U Epyopat Toyd: LOKAPLOG O TNPOV TOVG
AOYOVG TG TpoonTeing Tod Piiiov TovTOL.

tov adv quickly, without delay, soon
pokapiog, o, ov blessed, fortunate, happy

The penultimate of the seven beatitudes of the
book of Revelation.

mpew keep, observe
Biprov, ov n book, scroll

Cf. Dan 12:4, 9-10. Mounce outlines the
discussion caused by this final statement.
Some have suggested that John mistakenly
supposed that the return of Christ would occur
in the lifetime of many of his readers. Mounce
favours the explanation of Ladd "who holds
that the Apocalypse has a twofold perspective:
it is primarily concerned with the struggle
between Christ and Antichrist which comes to
a climax at the end of the age, but this struggle
also existed between church and state in the
first century and has surfaced in history
whenever the state has made totalitarian
demands... Thus the time has always been at
hand. The tension of imminence is endemic to
that span of redemptive history lying between
the cross and the parousia."”

This book is not written for speculative
purposes but as a guide for life!

Revelation 22:11

Revelation 22:8

Kéyod Todvvng 6 dxodov kai BAET®V TadTa.
kol te firovoa kai EPAeya, Emeca
npookuvijoal Eunpoctev TV ToddV T0D
ayy€Aov Tod SEIKVOOVTOG oL TODTA.

0 AdIK®V AdIKNoGT® &Tl, Kol O PLTUPOG
pumapevnTo €11, Kol 0 dikalog dikatochHvny
momodrto &tt, Kai 0 dylog ayloodntw &t

Kayo acompound word = kot éym

Premw see

ote conj when

gneco. Verb, aor act indic, 1 s mmre fall, fall
down

adwem wrong, treat unjustly, harm

g still

pumapoc, o, ov impure, filthy (of persons)

pumovOrtew Verb, aor pass imperat, 3 s
pumowvopon  be filthy or impure

dwatog, a, ov  righteous

dwooovvn, ng T righteousness

aywc, a, ov holy
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aywctite Verb, aor pass imperat, 3 s
aywlw sanctify, make holy

"The major thrust of the verse is that since the
end time is now at hand men are certain to reap
the consequences of the kinds of lives they
have led. The time arrives when change is
impossible because character has already been
determined by a lifetime of habitual action.
The arrival of the end forecloses any
possibility of alteration. 'The deliberate choice
of each man has fixed his unalterable fate'
(Erdman...)." Mounce.

Revelation 22:12

‘Id0v Epyopon TayD, kai 6 pioog pov pet’
€nod, amododval EKAoT® MG TO EPyov E0TIV
avtod.

toxv adv quickly, without delay, soon
wcebog, ov m wages, reward, retribution
drmododvan Verb, aor act infin drodidmu

give, pay, render, give back, repay
ékaotog, M, ov each, every

Cf. Isa 40:10; 62:11; Jer 31:16; Rom 2:6; Gal
6:7-8; 1 Pet 1:17. "The reward will be spiritual
blessedness to the righteous but judgement for
those who are evil. It is the quality of a man's
life which provides the ultimate indication of
what he really believes.” Mounce.

Revelation 22:13

gyo 10 Adgo. kai 10 Q, 6 Tp®dTOG KOl O
£0y0T0G, M ApyT) Kol TO TEAOC.

TpWTOG, M, ov  first
goyatog, 1, ov adj last
apyn, ng f beginning
tehog, ovg N end

Cf. Isa 41:4; 44:6; 48:12. "In 1:8 and 21:6 it
was God who identified himself as the Alpha
and the Omega. The risen Christ now applies
the title to himself. Its meaning is essentially
the same as that of the two following
designations — 'the first and the last, the
beginning and the end’ — the first of which
Christ has already applied to himself in 1:17
and 2:8. The names set him apart from the
entire created order." Mounce.

Revelation 22:14

Moaxdprot o1 TAOVOVTEG TAG GTOANS ODTAV, Tval
goton M E€ovaia adTdV Eml 1O VAoV Tiig LmTic
Kol T01g TVADGY gicEABOLY €ig TV TOAW.

This is the last of the seven beatitudes in
Revelation.

HoKoploG, o, oV See V.7
mAvve wash
oton, ng f robe, long robe; pl clothes

Cf. 7:14 — though note here that the verb is a
present participle rather than aorist; the
emphasis is upon present activity and benefit,
in particular the righteous life, in contrast with
those mentioned in the following verse.

goton Verb, futindic, 2 s i
é€ovoia, og T authority, right, power
&vlov, ov N seev.2

molov, ®vog m see 21:12
glogpyouan enter, go in, come in

Revelation 22:15

£Em ol kvveg Kol ol PappaKot Kol ol TOpVOoL Kol
01 POVEIG Kai o1 EI0A0AATPOL KO TTAG PIADY
Kol Todv yeddog.

€€m adv. & prep out, outside
Kvwv, kovog m dog

Witherington suggests that, “Dogs in the
Greco-Roman world were viewed as sexually
immoral.” The reference would have been to
pariah dogs around cities of that day which
would have scavenged on carcases and waste.

@opuokog, ov M one who practices magic
movnpog, a, ov evil, bad, wicked

@ovevg, g M murderer

gldmAolatpng, ov m idolater

oo love

yevdog, ovg n lie, untruth

Cf. 1 Cor 6:9-10; Rev 21:8, 27.

Revelation 22:16

‘Ey® ‘Incodg Enepya tOv dyyeAdv pov
paptopiicot VUV tadTo ént Toig EKKAncios.
&yo gip M pio kol 10 yévog Aawid, 6 dotip O
Aopmpdc, 6 TPWIvos.

neunw send
paptupew bear witness, testify
ékkinola, og f congregation, church

"The plural 'you' indicates that it was intended
for others besides John. It stresses that the
revelation is not a private affair but for the
entire church." Mounce.

pwa, ng f root, source
yevog, ovg n - family, offspring

|Cf. 1sa 11:1,10; Rom 1:3.

aotnp, Epog M star
Aapmpog, a, ov bright, shining
TPWIvog, 1, oV Morning

Cf. Num 24:17. "The morning star is a promise
that the long night of tribulation is all but over
and that the new eschatological day is about to
dawn." Mounce.

Witherington comments, “Martial, a
contemporary of John’s, wrote a poem for
Domitian, praying for his return from the
northern part of the Empire, that included the
lines,
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‘Thou morning star

Bring on the day!

Come and expel our fears,

Rome begs that Caesar may soon appear.’
It is thus quite possible that we have more anti-
imperial rhetoric from John here.”

Revelation 22:19

Kot €4V TG AQEAY ano @V Aoymv tod Piiiov
g TpoenTEing TANTNG, APEAET O B0 TO PEPOG
avtod amd 10D EvAov Tiig wiig Kol £k TG
TOAEWG TG Ayilog, TOV YEYPOUUEVOV EV T
B TovT®.

Revelation 22:17

Kol T0 wvedpo Kol 1) vopen Aéyovowv: "Epyov-
Kol 0 akov@V eimdtw- "Epyov: kol 6 dty®dv
gpyécbom, 0 BV Aaféte Bowp Lwiig dwpedv.

"Verse 17 consists of four invitations. It is
possible to take the first two as requests
directed to Christ for his return and the second
two as invitations to the world to come and
take of the water of life. It is more likely, as
Ladd indicates, that the first half of the verse
should be interpreted by the second, and [that
we should read] the entire invitation as
addressed to the world." Mounce.
Witherington however, prefers to read the first
sentence as addressed to Christ, the Spirit
joining with and energising the intercessory
prayers of God’s people (cf. Rom 8:26-27).

apéin  Verb, aor act subj, 3s dpapen take
away

apelel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s dpopem

Hepog, ovg N part

Revelation 22:20

Aéyer 6 paptopdv todto- Nai- Epyopat ToyDd.
Apnfv- €pyov, kopie Incod.

vor yes, yes indeed
tayv adv quickly, without delay, soon
gpyxov Verb, pres midd/pass dep imperat, 2 s

€pyopon

"'Come, Lord Jesus' is the equivalent of the
transliterated Aramaic in 1 Corinthians 16:22,
maranatha." Mounce.

Revelation 22:21

vopen, ng T bride

gpyxov Verb, pres midd/pass dep imperat, 2 s
gpyopon

eindtw Verb, aor act imperat, 3 s Asyw

dwyaw be thirsty, thirst for

0cho  wish, will

Moféte Verb, aor act imperat, 3 s Aaufovem

Vowp, Véatog N water

dwpeav without cost, freely

H ydp1g tod kvpiov Incod petd névtov.

yopig, rtog T grace

|Cf. 15 55:1; In 7:37.

Revelation 22:18
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TANYAG TAG yeypappévag &v 1 Pipiio todto:

Witherington suggests that these last two
verses, amount to “two more pieces of
evidence that our author knew Paul’s letters, or
at least some of them. Of course, the
benediction is also understandable as an
epistolatory closing element. The book ends as
it began — as a letter to the churches. But note
that it also ends as it began (1:4), with the
word grace. In fact, these are the only two
places in the book where the word occurs, but
the theology of grace undergirds John’s whole
understanding of God in Christ’s work of
redemption. The work ends not so much on a
Pauline note as on a Christian note.”

Biprov, ov n book, scroll

John refers to his work as ‘prophecy’ — it is the
Word of God, inspired and authoritative.

gav if

Tig, Ti acc twd, Ti gen twvog dat tvi anyone,
anything

gmOf] Verb, aor act subj, 3 s émtiOnut
place on, add

gmbnoer Verb, fut act indic, 3 s émmiOnu

minm, ng f plague

veypaupévag Verb, perf pass ptc, facc pl
YPOQ® Write

Cf. Deut 4:2. "The warning is against wilful
distortion of the message. It is not unlike Paul's
stern words in Galatians 1:6,7 to those who
would pervert the gospel." Mounce.
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Revelation

Postscript

I close with a reflection on the book as a whole
from Witherington, who writes, “One of the
major emphases in homiletics these days is on
storytelling. John is most certainly a
storyteller par excellence. But he does not
make up the story as he goes along. As many
sources as he uses and as flexibly as he uses
various OT, early Jewish, early Christian, and
even pagan images, he still recognisably
believes in and bases what he says on the
common story he shares with other Christians
that focuses particularly on the role of Christ in
history. There is a lot to be said for a dramatic
reading of the book of Revelation. Such a way
of dealing with the text is by no means a recent
phenomenon. One of the famous circuit riders
of the early nineteenth century who helped
generate the camp meeting movement, James
McGready, was a compelling storyteller. He
‘would so describe Heaven, that you would
almost see its glories.” In an age of TVs,
computers, and the cinema, that is, in an age of
increasingly visual learners, it makes good
sense that a work like Revelation could and
should be used to reach a postmodern
audience. Just as retelling the parables has
become a popular homiletical move, so also
Revelation’s retelling could be profitable. But
this presupposes that the proclaimer
understands at least a good deal of what is
proclaimed, for he or she will be called upon to
explain things.”
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