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Thessalonica

Thessalonica was the largest and the most important city of Macedonia and was also the
capital of the province. Unlike Philippi, Thessalonica had a strong Jewish community and its
own synagogue. For three weeks Paul went to the synagogue and reasoned from the
Scriptures that "the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead" (Acts 17:3), declaring that
Jesus is the Christ. Paul's ministry in Thessalonica may have continued some weeks longer
than may be initially apparent from the narrative in Acts".

The success of Paul's ministry, particularly in attracting God-fearers away from the
synagogue, angered the Jews who stirred up a riot outside the home of Jason, a man with
whom Paul and his companions had been staying. Not finding the missionaries, they dragged
Jason and a number of other Christians before the city officials saying, "These men who have
caused trouble all over the world have now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his
house. They are all defying Caesar's decrees, saying that there is another king, one called
Jesus" (Acts 17:6,7). Two things are evident from this accusation:

i) Paul's preaching had at its heart the affirmation that Jesus, the Messiah, God's promised
King, had come and that his reign had commenced. From the content of the letter to the
Thessalonians it is evident also that he also declared that Christ was to return and
would then establish his kingdom in all its glory.

i) Paul's preaching was having no small effect upon the Jewish communities of the
Diaspora. They viewed his ministry as a threat to their very existence, so much so that
they were even prepared to use their own hope of the Messiah as an accusation against
Paul before the Roman officials — as has the Jewish leaders at the time of Jesus' trial.

1 Thessalonians

The Christians at Thessalonica were facing opposition, probably chiefly from the Jews. One
element of this campaign of opposition seems to have consisted in a personal attack upon
Paul. His opponents suggested that he was just another fly-by-night wandering preacher who
had no real concern for the Thessalonians — after all, had he not abandoned them when the
going got tough? In writing to them Paul therefore emphasises the purity of his motives and
his deep affection for them.

Apart from the external trials the church was troubled by erroneous views concerning the
second advent. Imagining that the Parousia was imminent:

i) Some were troubled concerning Christians who had died, fearing that they would miss
out on the coming kingdom;

ii)  Some had abandoned their daily work on the supposition that further attachment to this
present world is pointless.

In seeking to deal with these problems, the leaders in the church, lacking maturity, seemed to
have caused further problems.

Paul addresses all of these issues in his letter, as well as encouraging the Thessalonians to
keep away from the immoral behaviour so common in the Greek world, behaviour which may
have formed part of their former lifestyle.

1 Thessalonians was probably written in the early part of AD 50.

! Ramsay suggested that it may have been as long as 6 months. Polhill, in his commentary on Acts

writes, "It was long enough for a church to be established and leadership appointed (1 Thess 5:12).
It was of sufficient duration that Paul received financial support from Philippi "time and again”
while in Thessalonica (Phil 4:16). Evidently he took up his trade and supported himself as well
during this period (1 Thess 2:9). Most of Paul's converts in Thessalonica seem to have come out of
paganism, judging from 1 Thess 1.9, which would indicate a more extensive Gentile witness than
one might gather from Luke's highly compressed account.”
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1 Thessalonians 1:1

IMoadAog kol Zihovavog kai Tyoeog i
gkkAncig @socaroviké@v &v Bed matpl Kol
kupie Inood Xprotd- yapig HUiv Kol lprvn.

Silvanus is the Silas of Acts. Bruce suggests
that the mention of Silus and Timothy is more
than a courtesy and that they may have
actively participated in the composition of the
letter.

éxkinouwo, ag f congregation, church

"This wording directs attention to the group of
believers comprising the local church, whereas
such a salutation as 'to the church of God in
Corinth' (1 Cor 1:2) brings to our minds rather
the great universal church as it is manifested in
a particular place." Morris

Many MSS add expressions such as the TR's
amo Bgov maTpog UMV Kat Kuptov Incov
Xprotov. Metzger, in his Textual Commentary
on the UBS text writes, "Representatives of the
Alexandrian and the Western types of text
unite in supporting the shorter reading. Other
witnesses expand the salutation by adding
phrases familiar from the salutations in other
Pauline letters. If any of these expansions had
been original, there is no reason why it would
have been deleted.”

1 Thessalonians 1:2

Edyapiotoduev 1d 0e@ mavtote mepl mhvtov
VUGBV UVEloV TOLOVEVOL ETTL TAV TPOCEVYDV
NUAV, adreintmg

matnp, Ttatpog M  father

év Be® matpi is an unusual expression. "It is
Paul's usual habit to speak about being 'in

Eph 3:9). But throughout these two epistles he
constantly associates the Father and the Son in
the closest of fashions (cf. v3; 3:11-13; 5:18; 2
Thess 1:1,2,8,12; 2:16-17; 3:5...). No higher
view can possibly be taken of the Person of
Christ. God is occasionally called 'Father' in
the Old Testament, but Jesus taught his
followers to see God as Father and it is a
characteristic designation among the
Christians." Morris

Paul usually begins his letters with
thanksgiving. Galatians is a "conspicuous
exception.” Morris

Christ," though 'in God' does occur (Col 3:3; cf.

ghyapioten thank, give thanks

The plural implying Paul, Silus and Timothy.

navtote always
uvewa, o f remembrance, mention
adwrewmtog ceaselessly, without ceasing

Several commentators (such as Eadie and
Hendriksen) argue that adiodewtog belongs
with what follows — so NIV. Morris thinks that
it belongs with 'mentioning' rather than the
‘remembering' of the following verse.

"The whole name ... Lord Jesus Christ, and the
significance of each of its component parts and
all of them in conjunction, was essentially pre-
Pauline, the faith of the church from the
beginning." Neill. Each element needs
therefore to be understood firstly against its
Jewish background.

1 Thessalonians 1:3

LVNLOVEVOVTEG DUV TOD EPYOV TG TIGTEWMG
Kol 70D KOOV THG Aydmng Kai Tfig VITOUOVTG
g éAmidog Tod Kupiov HudV Tnood Xpiotod
gumpoodev 10D Beod kai TaTPOG UGV,

uvnuovevo remember, keep in mind

yapig, wog f grace, unmerited favour
gipnvn, g f peace

Reflects the Hebrew greeting shalom.

‘work produced by faith, labour produced by
love, patience produced by hope' Paul speaks
of aspects of their character and conduct which
have their origin and dynamic in these
fundamental graces.

For a similar conjunction of £pyov, komog and
vmopovn cf. Rev 2:2.

For the conjunction of faith, hope and love, cf.
5:8; Rom 5:1-5; 1 Cor 13:13; Gal 5:5-6; Col
1:4-5; Heb 6:10-12; 10:22-24; 1 Pet 1:21-22.

komog, ov m work, labour trouble
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dyarn is the distinctive love that God has
manifested towards us in Christ; love to the
unworthy, love that acts at cost, love seen
supremely in the cross.

vmopovn, ng f patience, endurance

éhmig, 180g f hope, ground of hope, what
is hoped for

éumpocbev prep with gen before, in front of

éumpoobev... Eadie argues that this phrase
belongs with the opening participle
pvnuovevovtec. Morris thinks this unlikely and
suggests that it either belongs with the whole
of épyov ... Xpiotov or perhaps simply with
the last phrase concerning hope.

1 Thessalonians 1:4

€1001¢¢, adelpol yamnuévol V1o Beod, v
gkhoynv LUAV,

eidotec  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl oida
(verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

| aderpot — fellow members of God's family.

nyammuévor Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
aryomom

Their love is a reflection of the fact that they
are loved.

ékhoyn, ng f election, choosing, what is
chosen

"Election protects us from thinking of
salvation as dependent on human whims, and
roots it squarely in the will of God... Nothing
gives security to salvation like the concept of
election." Morris

Paul is confident of their election because of
the evidence of God's grace at work in them, as
he indicates in the following verses.

1 Thessalonians 1:5

611 1O gdayyEélov MUAV odK £yevnOn gig DG
&v MOY® Hovov GAAY Kai v Suvapel Kol €v
mvedpaTt Ayio Kol TANpo@opia TOAAT, KaOADG
oidate olot &yeviOnuev &v DUV 81 Hudc:

gdayyehov, ov n good news, gospel

éyevOn Verb, aor indic, 3 s ywopat

uovog, 1, ov i) adj only, alone; ii) adv povov
only, alone

duvauer Noun, dats dvvopug

aywg, a, ov holy, consecrated, set apart
to/by God

mAnpooopia, og f full assurance,
conviction

mAnpogopiq moAAR — 'with deep conviction'

TOAVC, TOAAT], TOAL gen wolAov, ng, ov much,
many

Some (e.g. Eadie and Morris) understand Paul
to be speaking here of his subjective sense of
the Spirit at work — he felt that the Spirit was at
work through him as he preached. It is better to
understand what he says in an objective sense
— he was confident that the Spirit was at work
because of the effect he observed in his
hearers.

oiog, a, ov relative pronoun such as, of what
kind

oidate olor £yeviOnuey &v HUiv 1 dudc: 'You
know how we were among you for your sake'
Eadie argues that this refers to the manner of
their preaching and not to their self-support
which is dealt with in 2:7-9. However, it is
probably best to see it as a reference to the
missionaries' general conduct, particularly
conduct in the face of opposition, of which the
Thessalonians then became imitators (v.6).

1 Thessalonians 1:6

Kot DUETG ppmtod Hudv &yevhdnte koi tod
Kopiov, de&apevot Tov Adyov &v OAlyel TOAAT
Hetd xapdg mvedpatog ayiov,

pnTng, ov M imitator

| See 1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; Phil 3:17

de€apevor Verb, aor midd (dep) ptc, m nom pl
deyopon receive, accept, welcome

"The word ... is that used for the reception of a
guest (as in Luke 10:8, 10; Heb 11:31), and it
includes the thought of a warm welcome."
Morris

Ohyng, eog T trouble, suffering

Cf. 3:3,7; 2 Thess 1:4,6 and the cognate verb
in 3:4; 2 Thess 1:6,7.

TOAVG, TOAAT, TTOAV gen moAAov, ng, ov much,
many ii)moAlo many things

There had been opposition in Thessalonica
from the beginning (Acts 17:5-9) and there
was now persecution from local pagans (1

Thess 2:14).

xapa, ag joy

Joy in suffering had been the hallmark of Paul
and Silas in Philippi (Acts 16:25).

1 Thessalonians 1:7

dote yevéahat LUAG TOTOV ALY TOlg
moTELOLOLY €V Th) Makedovig kai &v Ti] Ayoig.

mote SO that, with the result that
VoG, ov M pattern, example, type

"In the present passage the word is used in the
singular. Paul is speaking of the church as a
pattern community rather than of the
individuals comprising it as so many
individual patterns.” Morris
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TOG, TAGA, TAV JEeNn ToVTOC, TOCNG, TOVTOS
without the article each, every (pl = all);
every kind of

"First they followed their preachers as a living
pattern or example, uuntat, and then they in
turn became an example, Tvrog, a pattern for
the imitation of other churches.” Eadie

1 Thessalonians 1:8

4’ VpdV yop EENynrat 6 Adyog tod Kupiov ov
pnévov €v tf] Makedovig kai Ayaia, AN €v
oVt TOT® M TOTIE VUV 1] TPOG TOV BedV
g&eMobev, dote pn ypeiov Exev NUAG AoAETY
T

Most Thessalonian believers were Gentiles.
"Becoming a Christian involves a very definite
break with non-Christian habits. Whatever the
believers' previous background, there must
always be a turning from idols of some sort.
The act of conversion involves a change of
direction of the will. This is a decisive
happening, a reorientation of the whole of life.
This is so in every age, but especially was it
true of Christians in the Greek world of the
first century A.D." Morris

Cow live, be alive
aanbwoc, a, ov real, genuine, true

g&nymron Verb, imperf pass indic, 3s é&nyew
sound out

"The verb é&nqymron is found only here in the
New Testament. It is a vivid word, and
expositors from Chrysostom on have often
thought the imagery to have been derived from
the sounding out of a trumpet, though some
prefer to think of the rolling of thunder. Either
way there is nothing apologetic about it! The
perfect denotes the continuing activity, as does
the use of &v rather than &ig (though this cannot
be pressed). The word is pictured as still
sounding forth." Morris

"The word Paul uses conveys the idea of
‘genuine, real' (BAGD). Its opposite is not so
much 'false' as 'unreal.' Moffatt says that it is
'real as opposed to false in the sense of

counterfeit'." Morris

1 Thessalonians 1:10

Kol GvapéVey TOV VIOV aVToD €K TMV 0VpavAY,
ov fiyepev €k TV vekp@dv, Incodv tov
PLOLLEVOV MLLOG EK TS OPYNS TNG EPYOLLEVTC.

avapeve wait expectantly

Here alone in the NT.

povog, 1, ov i) adj only, alone; ii) adv povov
only, alone
tomog, o m place

gyelpo  raise
vekpog, o, ov dead

npog tov Ogov rather than the more usual &ig
tov Bgov to imply how they had turned to God
from idols, cf. the following verse.

The mention of Jesus' resurrection from the
dead is preceded and followed by
eschatological references. This event is central
to NT eschatology — Christ has been raised as
the firstfruits of the new creation.

g€eanivbev  Verb, perfindic é&gpyouar go
out

pvopor save, rescue

Reflecting the strategic position of
Thessalonica on the Via Egnatia and with a
harbour.

wote So that, with the result that
ypew, og f need, want
Modew speak, talk

1 Thessalonians 1:9

Note the present participle pvopevov 'Jesus
who is delivering us..." expresses the full force
of the present. Christ's saving or delivering
work is ongoing and will be completed only
when we are safe with him in glory.

opyn, ng f wrath, anger

avTol YOp TEPL NUAY AnayyEAlovoty omoiav
glcodov Eoyopev TPOG LUAG, KOl TAG
Emeatpéyate TPOG TOV B0V And TdV DAV
dovlevey Bed® {dvTL kol AANOWGD,

"God's wrath lacks the imperfections that are
bound up with the purest of human righteous
indignation. But it gives strong expression to
the active opposition of a holy God to all that
is evil. We cannot do without this concept.”
Morris.

drayyelo announce, proclaim

Continuous present, 'kept talking'.

omotog, a, ov correlative pronoun of what
sort, such as

gicodog, ov T visit, reception, entrance

Eoyouev Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl €y

nwg how, in what way

gmotpepm turn back, return, turn round,
turn

gidwiov, ov n idol

The present participle épyopevng stresses that
God's wrath is coming even now — it is on its
way.

These truths must have occupied a prominent
place in the preaching of Paul and his
companions at Thessalonica.

1 Thessalonians 2:1-6

Paul seems to have been accused by some of
insincerity — preaching to profit from his
converts. Hence his defence in these verses.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1

Avrtoi yap oidate, adehpot, TV glcodov NUAV
TNV TTPOG VUAG OTL OV KEVT) YEYOVEV,

oido (verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand
glcodog, ov f see 1:9

"The use of [this] ... word here reminds the
Thessalonians that the opposition that Paul had
met had been intense, and his preaching had
not been easy. How, in the face of this, could it
be urged that he preached only for what he
could get out of it." Morris

By repeating the term gicodog the thoughts
here are linked back with 1:9. "You' here
corresponds to 'they themselves' in 1:9. There
Paul cited outsiders as witnesses; here he says
that the Thessalonians needed no one else to
bear witness, for they themselves knew what
had happened." Morris

1 Thessalonians 2:3

M Y0p TapAKANCIG UV 00K €K TAGVNG 0VOE
€€ axabapoiog 000E v SOA®,

KEVOG, M, oV empty, to no purpose,
senseless

Morris suggests that the meaning is 'hollow,
empty, wanting in purpose and earnestness.’
"Paul is affirming as a well-known fact the
purposeful manner of his visit."

véyovev Verb, perf act indic, 3s ywopon

1 Thessalonians 2:2

GALG TpoTaBOVTEG Kol VPPLoBévTec Kabmg
oidate &v Ohinmoig Emappnolacipedo &v Td
Bed MUdV AoAfjcat TPOG VUGS TO vy YEAIOV
70D g0 &v TOAAG Gy®dVL.

Paul is being accused of being just another
peddler of religion. "There had probably never
been such a variety of religious cults and
philosophic systems as in Paul's day. East and
West had united and intermingled to produce
an amalgam of real piety, high moral
principles, crude superstition and gross license.
Oriental mysteries, Greek philosophy, and
local godlings competed for favour under the
tolerant aegis of Roman indifference. 'Holy
Men' of all creeds and countries, popular
philosophers, magicians, astrologers, crack-
pots, and cranks; the sincere and the spurious,
the righteous and the rogue, swindlers and
saints, jostled and clamoured for the attention
of the credulous and the sceptical.” Neil

nponabovteg  Aor act ptc, m nom pl
nponacyw Suffer previously

OBproBévtec  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom pl
vpplo treat shamefully, insult, mistreat

naokAnoig, eog f encouragement, comfort,
appeal

‘The appeal we make does not spring from ...
NIV. The reference here is to the preaching
undertaken at Thessalonica.

"On that occasion, when it had been suggested
that the jailor should simply free Paul and
Silas, the great apostle had refused to leave
until the praetors themselves had come to
make amends for their treatment of Roman
citizens. In his insistence on upholding the
dignity of Roman citizenship we see
something of the deep hurt Paul had
experienced in the indignities heaped on him.
So now, as he recalls those days, he uses a
word that evokes memories of the insolence of
those who had ill-treated him." Morris

mwavn, ng T error, deceit, deception

ovde neither, nor

axobapowa, ag f impurity, immorality,
uncleanness

Sexual impurity was a regular feature of many
of the cults of antiquity.

doAog, ov m deceit, treachery

®uvurnot, v Philippi, Proper name, plural in
form

nappnowalopor speak boldly, speak freely,
have courage

Noting the change in the preposition from ék
to é&v Morris comments, "The Greek ¢k denotes
origin; but év rather signifies atmosphere, so
that Paul is saying that his preaching did not
spring from delusion or impurity, nor was it
conducted in an atmosphere of craft [i.e.
trickery]."

"It denotes a state of mind when the words
flow freely, the attitude of feeling quite at
home with no sense of stress or strain, an
attitude that includes both boldness and
confidence (in fact the corresponding noun is
sometimes translated 'boldness,' sometimes
‘confidence’). When it is used in the New
Testament the verb always has to do with the
proclamation of the gospel." Morris

1 Thessalonians 2:4

AL kaBa¢ dedokipdopeda VO Tod BgoD
motevdijval 1o gvayyEAov obTmg Aaloduey,
ovy ®G AvOpdToIG dpéckovtes AALA Be® T@
doxpdlovtt tag kapdiog NUdV.

Not the strong adversative, dAia, 'on the
contrary.'

aywv, ®vog m struggle, fight, opposition

dedokipbopeda  verb, perf pass indic, 1 pl
doxpolw test, examine, approve,
prove, discern
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The perfect here not only past approval but one
that continues into the present, 'we stand
approved.'

1 Thessalonians 2:7

motevdijvan  Verb, aor pass infin motevw
believe; pass be entrusted with

apéoxovteg Verb, pres act ptc, m nom pl
apeoko please, seek to please, serve

Suvauevot év Bapet sivan g Xpiotod
andoToAOL GAAL EyEViONpEY TiTTloL €V HECH
VUDV, OG €AV TPOPOG BAATY Ta E0vTHG TéEKVA

Though Paul's ministry was a service to men,
he is first and always a servant of God and of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

There is disagreement over whether the first
clause belongs with v6 or v7.

Baper Noun, dat s Bapoc burden, weight
givar Verb, presinfin &iwu

g kapdag Huwv "Here the meaning is that
God searches out the whole of our inner life.
Nothing is hidden from him. In passing we
might note that the plural, 'our hearts,' is
unlikely to be an editorial plural. It associates
Silas and Timothy closely with Paul in this
great affirmation.” Morris

&v Papet eivon 'make demands upon', i.e. look
for financial support. "Paul insists that those
who preach the gospel have the right to be
maintained by the church as they preach (1 Cor
9:14). But he was sensitive to the accusation
that he made money out of his converts, so he
did not insist on his own rights (1 Cor 9:15-
18)." Morris

1 Thessalonians 2:5

fimor Adj, m nom pl #jrioc a ov gentle, kind
[vnmog, a, ov  baby, infant, child]

ol1e Yap mote év AOY® KoAakeiog Eyeviomnpey,
kaBmg oidate, obte &v Tpopacel mieovesiog,
Bedg paprog,

ovte Not, nor (ovte ... ovte neither ... nor)
mote enclitic particle once, fomerly, at one
time

ovte ote ‘at no time,' 'never'

kolakewo, ag T flattery

"We can use this English term of remarks that,
although insincere, are directed to the pleasure
of the person being flattered. The Greek term
has rather the idea of using fair words as a
means of gaining one's own ends. Itisa
matter of using insincerity as an instrument of
policy, as a means of persuading another to do
one's will." Morris

npogaois, eng T false motive, pretence
mheoveia, og f greed, covetousness

There is a textual variant here between vnmog
babes, and fmoc gentle. It is difficult to
determine which of the two is the original
reading. The UBS text favours vnmot but
Metzger and Wikgren dissent, arguing that
nmiot alone suits the context (as in the
SBLGNT text above). Having discussed the
various argument, Morris concludes, "When
the arguments are so nicely balanced it is not
possible to be absolutely sure of the original
text. In general the balance of probabilities
seems to favour 'babies.' If we accept this
reading, the meaning is that when they
preached in Thessalonica the apostles spoke as
simply as possible, as simply as babies. Itisa
strong expression for the extreme lengths to
which they went to meet the needs of their
hearers."

mheove&ia refers not just greed for money but
also for influence, power etc. — seeking
something for oneself, 'self-seeking'.

pecoc, 1, ov middle; év p., gig p. in the
middle, among

1 Thessalonians 2:6

obte {ntodvieg €€ avOponwv d6&av, ovte ag’
VUGV obte G’ GAA®V,

{ntew seek, look for
do&a, ag f glory
dAAog, 1, o another, other

Morris writes, "aog éav with the subjunctive is
a fairly rare construction. It seems to be a case
of the late use of £av for év and to be
distinguished from the ordinary use of the
indicative as denoting contingency. Findlay
speaks of it here as implying "a standing
contingency — 'as it may be (may be seen) at
any time."" Milligan cites examples of the
construction from the papyri."”

The meaning may be of other Christians or
other people more generally.

po@og, ov f nurse, nursing mother

0ol cherish, take care of

gawtog, £avtn, éovtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

tekvov, ov N child; pl descendants
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1 Thessalonians 2:8

obTmg OpePOUEVOL DUDY EDSOKODEY
HeTadoBvaL DIV 0O POVoV TO EDOYYEAIOV TOD
0e0D AL KOl TAG EQVTMV YVYAC, 10T
ayommrol fuiv &yevinte.

gmPopfioai Verb, aor act infin émPopem be
a financial burden
knpvcow preach, proclaim

opepopan yearn for, long for (with affection)

Here alone in NT. An unusual word of
uncertain derivation but expressing deep
affection.

Paul had received some help from friends at
Philippi while he was at Thessalonica (Phil
4:16) but took nothing from those to whom he
preached.

1 Thessalonians 2:10

gvdokew be pleased, take delight/pleasure
in

The imperfect expressing "no passing whim of
the apostles but their habitual style." Morris

VUETG papTupes Kai 0 0e6g, (g OGimg Kol
dkoimg kol AUEPTTOC DUIV TO1G TIoTEVOVOLY
gyevinpuey,

uetadodvor Verb, aor act infin petadidout
share, give, impart

povog, 1, ov i) adj only, alone; ii) adv povov
only, alone

gowrtog, savtn, éavtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

yoyn, ng f self, inmost being, life, 'soul’,
living being

HOpTUG, LOPTUPOG M Witness

ocwwg adv in a manner pleasing to God

dwawg adv (from dwcarog) righteously,
justly

apepntog Adv (from duepmtoq)
blamelessly

The adverbs are rare, though their cognate
adjectives are common in the NT.

"Themselves' — their whole being was given to
te care of the Thessalonians (cf. 1 Cor 12:15;
Phil 2:17).

1 Thessalonians 2:11

dwott because, for, therefore

kafdnep oldate Mg Eva EKOOTOV DUV MG
TaTnp Tékva £aVToD

Equivalent to 61a tovto 611 'on this account', in
NT always means 'because.’

The construction of the verse is difficult,
lacking a main verb. The NIV supplies 'dealt
with' which Morris thinks "as good as any."

ayomnrog, 1, ov beloved

"... brings before us the specifically Christian
quality of love; its use brings to mind that that
love is essentially self-giving. It is not a desire
to possess the beloved, but a desire to give, a
desire inspired by the nature of the God whom
Christians worship. Paul had come to see the
Thessalonians as the objects of God's love, and
therefore as the objects of the love of God's
servants too." Morris

kobamep as, just as

oida (verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

£kaotog, N, ov each, every; éva ékaoctov
each and every one

Paul's ministry among them was not marked
by favouritism or partiality but by a fatherly
care for each and every one of them.

Paul presents us with a fine but demanding
model of Christian ministry.

1 Thessalonians 2:9

tekvov, ov N child; pl descendants
gawrtog, £avtn, éovtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

1 Thessalonians 2:12

Mvnpovevete Yap, adeApol, TOV KOOV Hudv
Kol TOV poYBov: vokTog Kol Uépag
€pyalopevol Tpog o pn EmPopiicat Tive UGV
gknpov&opev eig VUAG TO evayyEov ToD Beod.

mapakoAodvTeg DUAG Kol mapapvboduevol Kol
UapTUPOUEVOL, EIC TO TEPITOTETY VUGG A&iwG
70D 0g0D 10D KaAODVTOG VUAG G TNV £0VTOD
BoctAgiov kol 56&av.

pvnuovevo remember, keep in mind
Komog, ov m  work, labour trouble
poyfoc, oo m labour, hardship

nopokarew exhort, encourage, urge
nmapapvbeopor comfort, console
paptupopon testify, urge

These words are also found together in 2 Cor
11:27; 2 Thess 3:8. "The combination stresses
that the work that the preachers had done had
not been token work, something in the nature
of a public show meant only to demonstrate
their willingness. It had been laborious toil.
They had had to work hard." Morris

"If Paul could be tender and considerate, he yet
never lost sight of the high demands Christ
makes on his followers." Morris

v, voktog T night

nepuate walk, walk about, live
a&wog adv (from a&og) worthily
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kalovvrtog the present participle is preferable
to the variant reading koleocavtog (aor).
Morris notes, "On occasion Paul can use the
aorist reminding us of the once-for-all nature
of the call (e.g. Gal 1:6,15); and again he may
even make use of the perfect to draw attention
to the fact that those called remain in the
position of called ones (e.g. 1 Cor 7:15,17).
But here we see that God's call is always
coming to us, and it calls us to nothing less
than being worthy of Him."

The word of God is active and powerful: it is
not Paul and his team but the word of God

which has transformed these Thessalonians.
The present tense here motevovow refers to "a

continuous process of belief (rather than the
single act of decision that would be more
naturally expressed by the aorist).” Morris
The believing (present tense) and the
inworking (present tense) are coordinate.

1 Thessalonians 2:14

do&a, ac f glory

The lack of a separate definite article for do&av
binds it closely with Bactieiav as a single
item. ""'Paul holds out this glorious future as an
incentive for the Thessalonians to live worthily
here and now. They have been saved by a
wonderful God. They have been brought into
his kingdom. They face a glorious future. Let
them so live here and now as to be worthy of
such a God!" Morris

VUETG yop pupntad EyeviOnte, adelpot, Tdv
EKKANGL®Y 10D 00D TdV 00G®dV &V T Tovdaig
év Xp1ot® Incod, étt 10 avtd £ndbete Kol
VUEG VIO TOV iV CLUELVAETOV KUBDC Kol
avtol V7o TV Tovdaiwv

1 Thessalonians 2:13

punTng, ov M imitator

ékilnota, og f congregation, church

ém@Oete Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl ooy
suffer, experience

idog, o, ov one's own

ovueuietng, ov m fellow-countryman

Kol 610 todto kal nueic edyapiotoduey @ Oed
adloAeintoc, 6Tt Taparafovteg Adyov aKofig
map’ NUAV Tod Oeod £6¢Eache o0 Adyov
avOpoOmTv ALY KaBOG AANODS EoTiv AdyoV
Beod, 0g Kal Evepyeiton év LUV TOig
TGTEVOVCLY.

evyoprotem thank, give thanks

adwlewmtog ceaselessly, without ceasing

naporafovieg Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
maporopPfave take, receive, accept

axoflg Noun, gens dxon, ng f report,
news, hearing

"An expression that may be in part
geographical and include Thessalonian Jews,
but that certainly points to a large Gentile
element in the opposition. We are probably not
far wrong in seeing the opposition as rooted in
the hostility of the Jews, but as extending also
to the Greeks who were so stirred up by the
Jews that they took action on their own
account. Incidentally, the expression reveals
that the church was predominantly Gentile."
Morris

Paul "was conscious that ... [his theology]
rested at bottom on the truth of God; and when
he preached it ... he did not submit it to men as
a theme for discussion. He put it above
discussion. He pronounced a solemn and
reiterated anathema on either man or angel
who should put anything else in its stead. He
published it, not for criticism, as though it had
been his own device: but, as the word of God,
for the obedience of faith." Denny

‘Tovdatog, a, ov a Jew, Jewish, Judean

1 Thessalonians 2:15

TV Kol TOV KOPLoV AmokTevavtav Incodyv kol
TOVG TPOONTOG Kol MUdG EkdmEavTav, Kol 0@
L1 GpeCKOVTIOV, Kol TAGY AvOpdTOLg
gvovtiov,

anoxtewbvtwv Verb, aor act ptc, gen pl
amoxtewve and dmoktevvo, -vwoo  Kill,
put to death

aAnbwg adv truly, in truth
évepyem work, be at work (in)

Morris argues that the og of the verb évepyeirtan
refers back to Loyov, not Beov. He follows the
assertion of Lightfoot that when speaking of
God Paul always uses the active voice of this
verb, using the middle (or passive) when
speaking of some other intermediary, "thus
emphasising that it is God, and not some
quasi-magical power in the word itself that
works."

On the mention also of the prophets, cf.
Stephen's words in Acts 7:52. "The slaying of
the Lord Jesus was the outworking of the same
essential attitude as that displayed so often to
the prophets. Jesus, of course, had himself
denounced with some emphasis what his
nation had done to the prophets (Matt 23:33-
35)." Morris

€kdlmkm persecute harshly, drive out

apsokm please, seek to please

évavtog, o, ov  against, contrary to,
opposed to
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A term normally used of such things as winds
(Mk 6:48; Acts 27:4), or deeds (Acts 26:9;
28:17). This is the only place in the NT where
the word is used of people.

1 Thessalonians 2:16

KOALOVTOV NHdg Toig E0vesty Aaifioat tva
oG, €ig TO AVOTANPOoUL ATV TAG
apoptiog mavrote. EpHacey 0& €n” aTOVG 1|
opyn &ig Téhoc.

koivw hinder, prevent, forbid

g€bveowv  Noun, dat pl €6vog, ovg n nation,
people; ta &. Gentiles

hodew speak, talk

cwbdowv Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl colw
save, rescue, heal

"Paul probably had in mind the opposition that
provoked the riot when he was at Thessalonica
(Acts 17:5ff.), which is an excellent example
of the conduct he is condemning." Morris

avominpoo complete the full measure of

apoptwo, ag T osin

mavtote always

g€pBaocev Verb, aor act indic, 3s @Bave
come upon, attain, reach

Although the wrath spoken of here is
eschatological, Paul uses the aorist to stress the
certainty of its coming — a 'prophetic’ aorist.

opyn, ng f wrath, anger
tehog, ovg h end, conclusion, termination

€ig tehog may either mean 'to the uttermost,
i.e. fully, completely, or it may mean ‘at last',
finally'.

"Paul's anger is the anger of a man with his
own nation, his own people. He is very much
part of them, and he sorrows at their fate. He is
not gleefully invoking dire disasters on them,
but grieving over the effects of their misdeeds.
Phillips brings out something of this with
‘Alas, | fear they are completing the full tale of
their sins and the wrath of God is over their
heads." It is the anguish so poignantly
expressed in Romans 9." Morris

1 Thessalonians 2:17

‘Hpueic 8¢, aderpoi, amoppavicBévteg ap’ DUV
TPOG KALPOV DPAC, TPOCHOT 0V Kapdig,
TEPLOGOTEPWMS EGTOVIAGALEY TO TPOCOTOV
VUGV 10€lv év TOAAT] EmBupig.

nueig 8¢ — in contrast with the Jews of the
previous verse.

armopeavicévieg Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom
pl dmopeovilew separate from (literally,
being orphaned)

Perhaps here the thought of a parent bereaved
of children.

Kapog, ov M time, season
wpa, ag T hour, period of time

npocwnm oV kapdio Moffatt renders ‘out of
sight; not out of mind.'

neplocotepwg adv. (from mepiccotepog) all
the more, especially

omovdalm be eager, make every effort

idelv Verb, aor act infin opow trans see

It seems that opponents of Paul may have
suggested that his lack of real concern for the
Thessalonians was demonstrated in that he had
not returned to them.

gmboua, ag f desire, longing

Paul uses a variety of terms to express the
strength of his desire to see them and to know
of their welfare.

1 Thessalonians 2:18

1ot feoapey ENOETV PO VUGG, EYd HEV
IMadAog kol drag kai dig, kal évékoyey g O
Xotavag.

St because, for, therefore
0cho  wish, will

€MBelv  Verb, aor act infin €pyopon
arna& once, one time

dig twice

The expression xai dna& kol dic "seems to
denote a plurality of occasions with no attempt
at giving the exact number." — 'repeatedly".

évékoyev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s éykomtw
prevent, hinder

The reference may be to the opposition Paul
had faced which seemed to focus on him
personally — Timothy could return (3:1-2) but
Paul could not.

1 Thessalonians 2:19

Tig yap NUAOV EATIG T yapd 1 oTEPAVOG
Kowynoems — f| 0Oyl kol vpelc — Eunpocbev Tob
Kupiov NUdV Incod &v Tf] avTod TAUPOVGiY;

éamig, Wog f hope, ground of hope
oTEPavVOc, o M wreath, crown, prize

| Suggests the joy of victory.

kovynotg, ewg f boasting, ground for
boasting

ooyt (emphatic form of o¥) not, no; used in
questions expecting an affirmative answer.

gunpocbev prep with gen before, in front of

napovoia, ac f coming, arrival, presence
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The word ropovoia was used of Royal visits
and becomes in the New Testament the
accepted term for the second coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The first occurrence
(chronologically) of this word in the NT.
"Milligan maintains that, as distinct from other
words for the second coming, it 'lays stress on
the 'presence’ of the Lord with his people,
which, while existing now, will only at the
return be completely realised."" Morris

1 Thessalonians 2:20

VUETG Yap €oTe M 00 MUV Kai 1) Yapa.

do&a, ag T glory

| 'Yes, you are indeed our pride and joy' Phillips

1 Thessalonians 3:1

A0 PUNKETL GTEYOVTEG EDOOKNCOEY
kataAelpOijvor v Abvaig povot

dwo therefore, for this reason
unkett no longer
oteyo endure, put up with

The phrase cvvepyov Tov Ogov is subject to a
number of textual variations. In his Textual
Commentary on the UBS text Metzger writes,
"Amid the variety of readings, the chief textual
questions are whether cuvepyov or diakovov
should be read, and whether Tov 8gov should
be retained or omitted. Although on the basis
of external evidence it may appear that the
reading ko dtoxkovov tov Beov... should be
adopted, the reading which best accounts for
the origin of the others is ka1 cuvepyov tov
Oeov... In order to remove the objectionable
character which the bold designation cuvepyog
Tov Ogov appeared to have, some copyists
deleted the words tov 6gov or transferred them
to qualify tov gvayyehiov, while others
substituted diakovov for cuvepyov. Still later
are the conflate readings which embody both
dwkovov and cuvepyov, the latter sometimes
qualified by fjuwv rather than tov Ogov."”
Morris prefers diaxovov tov 6gov.

|The separation was unendurable.

Paul's description of Timothy expresses his
high regard for him.

evdokew be pleased, take pleasure in

| Here, 'we thought it best.’

gvayyehov, ov h  good news, gospel
ompo strengthen, establish
nopokaiew exhort, encourage, urge

KotolelpOfivar verb, aor pass infin
kataAewmo leave, leave; pass remain
ABnvorg Proper name (always pl) Abnvau

vmep means 'on behalf of'. Timothy's visit was
to benefit the faith of the Thessalonians.

"We must not think it was easy for him to stay
and preach in Athens, the intellectual capital of
the world. Many of its inhabitants were
cultured people who would regard Paul's
message as unacceptable in polite society,
while not a few were cynical and ready to
mock at the gospel Paul preached. Paul was
not insensitive, and he did not relish the
prospect of working alone in such a place. He
realised that it was necessary for Timothy to
go for the good of the work, but this verse
gives us a glimpse of what it cost him."Morris

1 Thessalonians 3:3

70 undéva caivesbot &v Toig OAlyesty To TS,
avtol yop oidate Ott €ig TovTO Keipebar

undetg, undepua, undev no one, nothing
ocawopor be disturbed, upset, moved

Morris suggests that the term means unsettled
in the sense of being enticed away.

Ohwyng, eog T trouble, suffering
kewpon lie, be laid, store up, be stored up

povog, 1, ov adj only, alone

The plural would seem here an ‘epistolatory
plural'. Paul sent Timothy and remained alone
at Athens.

Trouble is part of the destiny of the Christian,
see Jn 16:33; Acts 14:22 — "not the action of

some blind fate, but as the portion God allots
to his people." Morris

1 Thessalonians 3:4

1 Thessalonians 3:2

kai Enépyapey Tyuobeov, TV AdeEAQOV U@V
Kai cuvepyov 10D Beod &v Td evayyehm Tod
Xpiotod, €ig t0 otnpi&ot VUGG Kol
TapaKaAEGOL VIEP TG TioTEMG DUAV

Kol yap 8te TPOG VUGS HUEV, TPOEAEYOUEV DUV
Ot pélhopev OAiPecbat, kabng kai éyéveto kol
ofdare.

ote conj when, at which time
npoieyw say beforehand, warn in
advance

neunw send
ovvepyog, ov m fellow-worker

The imperfect suggests they continually
warned them.

OMPBwo press hard, crush; pass experience
difficulty/trouble

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT



http://sblgnt.com/

Reading The Greek New Testament ~ www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians 3:5

S10 TODTO KAY®D UNKETL OTEY@V EMEyQL €IC TO
YV@VaL TV THeTY DUDV, U TOG EReipacey
Vudg 0 TEpdlov Kol gig KEVOV yévntal O KOTog
NU@V.

| Here Paul repeats the thought of verse 1.

Kaym acompound word = kat éym

unkett no longer

oteym endure, put up with

nwg i) interrog. particle how? in what way?
ii) enclitic particle somehow, in some
way

Of motv kou v dyomnv Calvin writes, "In
these two words he comprehends briefly the
entire sum of true piety. Hence all that aim at
this twofold mark during their whole life are
beyond all risk of erring: all others, however
they may torture themselves, wander
miserably."

uvew, og f remembrance, mention
navtote always

¢mmobew long for, desire

idelv Verb, aor act infin 6pow trans see
kobamep as, just as

"According to WD Chamberlain, this is one of
only two places in the New Testament where
uf g is used with the aorist indicative,
'referring to a past event where the purpose is
conceived as unfulfilled.™ Morris

"The Thessalonians had not allowed hostile
propaganda to distort their recollection of
[Paul and his companions]." Morris

1 Thessalonians 3:7

nepolo test, put to the test, tempt

Satan's chief work is to oppose the work and
spread of the Gospel.

S0 TovTo mapekANONpEY, AdEAPOL, £’ VUiV Eml
waon Th avaykn kol OAlyel HudV dud Thg DUDY
TOTEWG,

KEVOG, M, oV empty, to no purpose
yvévnron Verb, aor subj, 3s ywoum
Kkomog, ov m work, labour trouble

1 Thessalonians 3:6

TOPOKOAE® encourage

Aptt 8¢ EMBOVTOoC Tipobéov mpog Nudg ae’
VUV Kol gdayyeMoapévou UV TV oty Kol
TNV ayammy HU@V, kol 611 Eyete pveiov MUV
ayodnyv mavrote Emumobodveg NAC idelv
KkaBanep Kol NUelg vVUAC,

The same preposition is used regarding the
encouragement concerning the Thessalonians
(¢ Opwv) and Paul's trials (ém moon ...). This
unusual construction aligns the two. Morris
says that it conveys the thought that the new
strength Paul received through news
concerning the Thessalonians "enabled him to
rise above the difficulties in which Paul found
himself."

aptt now, at the present

"A new section begins at this point, and there
is a real break in the sense. Paul has been
speaking of what took place in the past, but
here he comes virtually to the present moment.
It is evident that he was writing very soon after
Timothy's arrival, which he speaks of as
having taken place 'just now.' We have seen
how all the indications are that Paul had been
rather depressed at the turn of events. But the
coming of Timothy with news of the way in
which the Thessalonian converts had not only
stood firm, but had made progress in the faith,
had acted on him like a tonic. He wrote
immediately with a full heart. Which makes
passages like 2:17-3:5 all the more poignant,
for they were in fact written after Timothy's
return." Morris

avaykn, nc f necessity, distress
Ohwyng, eog T trouble, suffering

Until news came from Thessalonica, Paul was
under great stress through outward opposition
and the inward discouragement of little
apparent success from his work (e.g. the
mockery of the Gospel at Athens). Paul had
begun his preaching at Corinth in a state of
discouragement and trepidation. News of the
Thessalonians clearly encouraged him greatly
and gave him fresh heart for the work of the
Gospel.

1 Thessalonians 3:8

8tL vV (@ev €0V VUETG OTHKETE €V KLplwm.

evayyeMlm act. and midd proclaim the
good news

This is the only place in the NT where this
verb is used in the general sense of bringing
good news rather than of preaching the Gospel.
Paul's use of this verb here shows his depth of
feeling on hearing news of the Thessalonian
Christians.

Coo live, be alive

éav Conjunction éav if

otikete Verb, perf act indicative, 2 pl, in pf
stand, stand firm, hold ground.

1 Thessalonians 3:9

Tiva yap goyopiotiov duvapedo Td 0@
dvtamodobvar Tepi DUV &mt o Ti xopd f
yoipopev 8’ vpudg Eumpochev 10 Beod UGV,

goyapiotia, ag f thanksgiving
avtamododvarl Verb, aor act infin
avtamoddmu repay, return
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Here 'render’ — 'What thanksgiving can be
rendered to God concerning you?' "That he
asks this question with this verb shows that
any thanksgiving he may offer is bound to be
inadequate.” Morris

éumpocbev prep with gen before, in front of

1 Thessalonians 3:10

VUKTOG Kol TUEPAG VTEPEKTEPLGGOD SEOEVOL
€1g TO 10€lv DUDV TO TPOCHOTOV KOl KATAPTIGOL
TO DOTEPTLATA THG THOTEMG VUDV;

wo€, voktog T night
vmepeknepiocov adv. with all earnestness,
exceedingly

| His prayer is continual and fervent.

Note that the double subject, God our Father
and our Lord Jesus, takes a singular verb.
"Paul sees the two subjects as essentially a
unity." Morris (Though cf. Matt 5:18; Jas 5:3.)
Morris suggests that this construction, while
not explicitly affirming the deity of Christ,
arises naturally out of such an understanding of
Christ's person. He continues, "In view of the
early date of this writing it is important for the
development of Christian doctrine. The deity
of Christ was apparently accepted without
question rather less than twenty years after the
resurrection. It is not to be regarded as the
culmination of a lengthy process of growth and
reflection.”

deopon ask, beg, pray

idetv  Verb, aor act infin 6paw trans see
kotaptilo mend, make complete
votepnua, to¢ N what is lacking

0dog, ov T way, path, road, journey

1 Thessalonians 3:12

"The time that the preachers had been able to
spend with the Thessalonians when the church
was established had been limited. It had been
quite impossible to give them all the teaching
that they needed, and defects were now
showing up accordingly. Paul has dwelt with
obvious delight on the state of the
Thessalonians, but that did not mean he was
blind to their failings. As a true pastor he knew
that there was much that had yet to be done for
them. Timothy's report doubtless brought Paul
up to date on what was still lacking in this
church. It was his aim to play some part in
seeing that they were set forward on the right
road. He cannot be there in person to do this,
so he is writing instead, and perhaps we should
see chapters 4 and 5 as directed to that end.”
Morris

VUGG 6€ O KOPLOg TAEOVAGAL KAl TEPICEVTOL
i) dydnn €ig GAARAOVG Kol €ig TAVTOG,
KkaBdnep kol Nuels eig VUG,

The 8¢ has the sense of 'but whatever the case',
i.e. 'whether | come or not.'

mieovaocar Verb, aor act opt, 3s mheovalw
cause to grow, make increase

neplooevool  Verb, aor act opt, 3s nepicosvm
cause to increase, cause to abound

1 Thessalonians 3:11

Morris argues that these two verbs together
refer to the love they are to demonstrate, "As
for you, may the Lord make your love grow
and abound for each other ..." The two verbs
are similar in meaning though the second is the
stronger of the two. They are used together for
emphasis.

"Do you see the unchecked madness of love
which is indicated by the words? He says
mheovaoar and eprocevoar instead of
avénoar.” Chrysostom

AVTOC 6¢ 0 Be0¢ Kol ToTTp MUAY Kol 0 KOPLOG
NUAV Incotc korevBivar Ty 680V HUdV TPOg
vpag:

aAAnlwv, o1g, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

notnp, tatpoc M  father

notnp fuev i.e. both of the authors and the
recipients.

koatevBovor  Verb, aor act opt, 3 s kotevBuve
direct, guide

xau gi¢ Tovtag Their love is first of all to be
evident towards one another as the family of
God: it is to be a distinctive characteristic of
the children of God. But it is not to end there.
It is to be a love which embraces "the whole
human race" (Jerusalem Bible).

kabomep See V.6

1 Thessalonians 3:13

€lg 10 ompi&ot VUV Tag Kapdiog APEUTTOVG
&v aylwovn Eumpoodev tod Bgod kal TaTpog
NUAV &v Tij Tapovcig Tod Kupiov UMY Incod
HETA TAVTOV TOV Ayiov avToD.

"The prayer here is that God will so supply the
needed buttress that the Thessalonians will
remain firm and unmoved whatever the future
may hold." Morris

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT
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ompe strengthen, establish

Notice the role of love, and perhaps
particularly love one for another, in the process
of sanctification.

apepmrog, ov blameless, faultless
aywovovn, ng f holiness

Pleasing God is not an option for the Christian,
it is the imperative of grace. "Christians do not
'walk' with a view to obtaining the maximum
amount of satisfaction for themselves but in
order to please their Lord." Morris

This is the goal towards which they must grow.
"Nothing less that the very highest standard
will do for the Christian." Morris

neploceve increase, abound, excel
poriov adv more

éumpocev see v.9
Tapovoa, og see 2:19
ayog, a, ov holy, set apart to/by God

Paul praises them for their current conduct but
urges them to further endeavour — to 'abound
more and more.'

1 Thessalonians 4:2

These 'holy ones' may include both angels and
those believers who are already with Christ in

glory.

oidate yap tivag mapayyehiog Eddrapey HUIV
S Tod xvpiov Incod.

aunv is included in many ancient MSS. In the
Textual Commentary on the UBS text,
Metzger writes, "Was aunv dropped by
copyists who thought it inappropriate in the
body of a Pauline epistle (just as aunv was
omitted by a scattering of witnesses at the
close of Rom 15:33 and 16:24), or was it
added as liturgically appropriate in the context,
especially when verse 13 came to a conclusion
of an ecclesiastical lection? ... it is very
difficult to reach a confident decision."

oida. know, understand
mapayyeha, ag command, instruction

napayyeha was used of military commands
passed down the ranks. Paul passed on the
commands of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 4:3

TodT0 Yap €oTv BEAN A TOD BE0D, O AYlUOUOG
VUBV, dnéxecOor VUAG and Tig Topveiag,

Oeinpa, atog n will, wish, desire

1 Thessalonians 4:1

The absence of a definite article indicates that
this is part of God's will, not all of his will.

aywopog, ov m sanctification, holiness

Aowmdv odv, adehqoi, EpoTdpey UGG Kai
mapakaAodpey &v Kupim Tncod, iva kabmg
naperdpete Top’ MUOV TO TMG 0T VUG
TePIATELY Kol apéokely 0ed, kabag kol
wepmateite, tvo mePIoceENTE LAALOV.

The process of growing conformity to Christ.
The behaviour of the Christian is to be
moulded by what is pleasing to God and not by
the fashions of contemporary society.

aneyw midd. abstain from, avoid

lowmog, 1, ov rest, remaining, other: (to)
Aowov adv. finally, henceforth, from
now on

This infinitive is also governed by the first part
of the verse — this also is an expression of
God's will for his people.

Aowov ovv ‘finally then'. An expression
signifying "that the main section of the letter is
concluded though the subsidiary section it
introduces may be rather lengthy and very
important." Morris

nopvela, og T sexual immorality

"The noun strictly means fornication, but it is
used of all forms of illicit sexual intercourse."
Morris

gpotam ask, request, beg, urge

The two verbs, 'ask' and 'urge’ "reinforce one
another, and the combination gives emphasis
to the apostle's request.” Morris

1 Thessalonians 4:4

€ldévar EKaoTov DUV TO £0VTOD OKEDOG
KTdoOot &v aylaopud Kol T,

napeldfete Verb, aor act ind, 2pl
naporoppave take, receive, accept

eidevon here in the sense of to learn.

This verb "had something of the technical
sense of accepting the tradition handed on in
Christian circles." Morris

mopa preposition with gen from, of, with

g how(?) in what way(?)

det impersonal verb it is necessary, must,
should, ought

nepumate walk, walk about, live

apeoko please, seek to please

£€kaotog, M, ov see 1:11

£€a0T0G, £a0TN, £avtov  See 1:11

okevog, ovg N object, vessel, one's body

Ktoopot acquire, take a wife or exercise
self-control
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The phrase 1o £avtov okevog ktachar is
ambiguous and could mean either 'take a wife
for himself' or 'exercise control over his own
body'. Eadie and Hendriksen favour the
former, Eadie arguing that the phrase cannot
mean anything other than acquiring a wife.
Morris (following Bruce in drawing attention
to 1 Sam 21:4-5 where David speaks in similar
terms of his young men), inclines to the latter.

"Paul is referring primarily to the sins of which
he has just been speaking and says people who
commit them will render account to God in
due course... the full requital for wrong will
not be exacted until the last day. It is likely that
Paul is glancing at the great Assize." Morris

1 Thessalonians 4:7

aywopog, ov m sanctification, holiness
wwun, g f honour, respect, price

1 Thessalonians 4:5

oV yap €kdrecev Nuag 6 0g0¢ €mi dxobapoig
GAL v aylaoud.

The call of God is the foundation of the
Christian life.

un év méhet Embopiog kabdamep kai T EOvn Ta
un €iddta Tov Beodv,

naOgr Noun, dat s maboc, ovg n lust,
passion

émbupa, ag f desire, longing, lust,
passion

axobapoia, ag f impurity, immorality,
uncleanness
(yloopoc, ov See v.3

1 Thessalonians 4:8

The phrase mafe1 émbopog indicates a
person's surrender to their passions — 'not in the
grip of uncontrollable sexual drives.'

Toryapodv 0 a0eTt®v ovK GvBpwmov abeTel
GAAG TOV B0V TOV Kol d136vTa TO TVED A
avTod T0 dylov &ig VUAC.

kabamep as, just as
g€6vn  Noun, nom & acc pl €6vog, ovg n
nation, people

totyapovv inferential particle therefore,
then, for that reason
abetem reject, set aside, refuse

0, £€6vn which is normally used to mean
Gentiles, is here used to mean those who are
not Christians.

To set on one side. To put out of the frame of
one's decision and immediate concerns. To
treat as of no account.

gidoto.  Verb, perf act ptc oida (verb perfin
form but with present meaning) know,
understand

d1dovto Verb, pres act ptc, mnoms diwdwut
aywg, a, ov holy

The unusual construction to mvevpo to aylov
lays stress upon the Spirit as holy.

Cf. Rom 1:24,26,28. In the Roman society of
Thessalonica, fornication was not viewed as a
serious wrong but rather as part of the normal
pattern of life.

1 Thessalonians 4:6

TO U1 vrepPoaiverv Kol TAEOVEKTEY &V T®
TPAYLLOTL TOV AOEAPOV 0 TOD, S10TL EKO1KOG
KOPLOG TEPL TAVT®V TOVTOV, KAOMG Kol
TPOEITOUEV VLIV Kol dtepoptupapeda.

vrepPaved do wrong, sin against

| Here in the sense of 'defraud.’

mAgovektew take advantage of, cheat
mpayua, Tog N matter, thing, event, deed

Note here the present participle (though some
manuscripts, followed by the AV have the past
participle). The Spirit is continually given; we
need continually to be careful not to grieve
him or quench his work. "Anyone who carries
on an act of impurity is not simply breaking a
human code, nor even sinning against God
who at some time in the past gave him the gift
of the Spirit. He is sinning against the God
who is present at that moment, against the one
who continually gives the Spirit. The impure
act is an act of despite against God's good gift
at the very moment it is being offered.” Morris

The definite article 1@ mpdypatt indicates that
Paul is still speaking of the same subject of
sexual immorality.

1 Thessalonians 4:9

dott because, for, therefore

gkdikoc, ov M avenger, one who punishes

nposimapev  Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl mpoieywm
say beforehand

Sdwpoptopopor declare solemnly

Iepi 8¢ Tiic prhadereiog oV ypeiov Exete
YpGoew DUy, adtol yoap VuElg Beodidaktol
€ote €ig 10 dyamdy dAAMAovS

oaderpio, ag T brotherly love

Outside of the New Testament giladsiea is
used only of love between sons of one father.
In the New Testament it is used exclusively of
the love Christians are to show to each other.
Love for fellow members of God's family is a
hallmark of vital Christianity, cf. 1 John 3:14.

ypew, og T need, want
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Beodidaxroc, ov taught by God

1 Thessalonians 4:11

This word occurs here only in the New
Testament, though compare 1 Jn 2:26,27 for
the same thought. Cf. also John 6:45; 1 Cor
2:13.

kot erAoTylelicBat novyale Kol Tpdocev o
O kol EpyalecOon Taic yepoiv YUV, KOOGS
VUV Tapnyyeidapey,

aAniov, oig, ovg one another

1 Thessalonians 4:10

eoteopat make it one's ambition,
endeavour, strive eagerly

Kol yop moteite a0t €1 TAVTOG TOVG ASEAPOVG
ToVG &v OAN Tf] Mokedovig. mopakaioDuey 3¢
VUAG, AdEAPOT, TEPLGGEVELY HAAAOV,

The meaning here is 'fix one's aim on." Cf.
Rom 15:20; 2 Cor 5:9.

novyalm be silent, cease, live a quiet life

| Means tranquillity, not inactivity.

The present tense mowette implies continuous
action.

npaccw practice, do
idwog, o, ov one's own

o6hog, m, ov whole, all, complete, entire

We know of two other churches in Macedonia,
those at Philippi and Berea. There may well
have been others of which we are unaware.

npacoew Ta. idwa. be occupied in one's own
business

e, xewog f hand, power

napaxoiew exhort, encourage, urge
TEPLOGEWY ooV See V. 1.

Paul will not allow them to rest on their
laurels. Though commending them for their
conduct, he urges them to abound even more.

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

"This is the first indication we have had in this
epistle that some of the Thessalonians were so
excited by all the wonderful things in the
Christian faith that they were not bothering to
earn their living. But there are a number of
indications in the Thessalonian correspondence
that this was so (cf. especially 2 Thess 3:11). A
number of possible reasons for this have been
suggested, but it is most likely that it arose out
of second advent speculations. The
Thessalonian believers had learned very well
that the Lord would be returning in mighty
power, and evidently some of them felt that it
would be very soon. Accordingly there was no
point in continuing in some steady job. It was
much more realistic, they evidently reasoned,
to be about the business of proclaiming the
near end of the world. If they had need of this
world's goods in the meantime, why, there
were others, Christian brothers, who could be
relied on to come to their rescue (it may be no
accident that verses 11-12 follow a section in
which Paul stresses brotherly love). This kind
of thing can be done from a sense of serious
purpose, but, human nature being what it is, it
can easily degenerate into downright laziness
and idleness. People can be so taken up with
the spectacular, with excitement over the near
approach of the Lord, that they pass over the
important things of everyday life. So Paul
gives attention to such matters, and counsels
these brothers to mend their ways." Morris

Morris says, "This unashamed advocacy of
manual labour in a letter to a community in a
Greek city must be remarked. The typical
Greek attitude was that slaves did this sort of
work, but that freemen would not stoop to it.
It was degrading. Here, as in so many other
ways, the Christians refused to take their
standards from the community in the midst of
which they lived. Rather, they held that all
things they did should be done as service to
Christ (Col 3:17), and they specifically held
that manual labour was good (Eph 4:28).
Doubtless they remembered that Jesus himself
had been a carpenter (Mark 6:3). How could
the followers of the Carpenter do other than
welcome manual work?" Though he then adds
that it probably also indicates that the majority
of the believers came from the lower social
classes and were poor rather than rich.

napayyelw command, instruct

Neil quotes from Patterson Smyth a story from
New England "of a day during one of those
times of excited expectancy of the end of the
world when a sudden darkness at noon
interrupted the session of the Assembly. Some
cried fearfully: "It is the coming of Christ: It is
the end of the world." But the old President
ordered lights to be produced: 'Bring in
candles," he said, 'and get on with your work.
If the Lord is coming, how better can he find
us than quietly doing our duty?™"

1 Thessalonians 4:12

va mepumatiite e0oYMUOVMG TPOG TOVG EEM Kol
UNoeVOGS ypeiav Eymre.

nepuate walk, walk about, live
ghoynuoveg properly, respectably

"Believers must always bear in mind the
impact of their conduct on those who are
without faith." Morris

¢€w adv. out, outside, away; 0 ¢
outsider, unbeliever

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT
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undeig, undepuo, pndev No one, nothing

1 Thessalonians 4:14

Here either, 'need of nothing' or 'need of no
man'

ypew, og f need, want

&l yop motevopev 61t Incovg anébavey kol
avéotn, obtmg kai 0 080G TOVG Koy BEvTag dia
70D 'Incod d&et ouv avTd.

"This whole section on earning one’'s living is
closely connected with the previous one on
brotherly love, and that not only in syntax.
Those who imposed on the generosity of their
fellows were not living in love. Or, to put the
same thing the other way around, the
exhortation to brotherly love carries with it the
necessity for providing for one's own needs, so
that undue strain may not be placed on the
brother." Morris

anébavev Verb, aor act indic, 3s dmobvnokwe
die

avéotn Verb, 2 aor act indic, 3 s dviotnu
rise, come back to life

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

"The Parousia ... is a difficult topic. Within the
short space of the mission it would have been
impossible for the apostolic band to have given
anything like complete teaching about it.
Clearly they had given it a good deal of
attention, for the Thessalonian correspondence
gives evidence of as lively interest in the
whole subject... We get the impression that the
Thessalonians had understood Paul to mean
that the Parousia would take place within their
lifetime. They had become perplexed when
some (or even one) of their number died. Did
this mean that they had lost their share in the
events associated with that great day?" Morris

The 81 tod Inood could belong either with the
preceding or following words — either 'those
sleeping through Jesus' or ‘he will bring
through Jesus'. Moffatt argues the latter but
Morris says that the parallelism of the verse
and the awkwardness of 'through Jesus with
him' favours the former. Paul is indicating that
death has been transformed into sleep through
Jesus. So also Bruce who writes, "Death
‘through Jesus' is but the prelude to

resurrection 'with Jesus'.

a&er Verb, futactind, 3s dayw

"Jesus will bring the faithful departed with him
when he comes back. Their death does not
mean that they will miss their share in the
Parousia." Morris

1 Thessalonians 4:15

1 Thessalonians 4:13

ToDTO Yap VUIV Aéyopey v Ady® Kupiov, 6Tt
NUETS ol {BVTEG ol TEPIAEmOUEVOL EiC TNV
nmapovaiov 10D Kupiov od un EOAcmpEY ToVg
Kowun0évtoc:

O Béhopey & LG Ayvoely, adelpoi, Tepl
TOV KOWOUEVOV, Tva un Avtiiode kabag kol ot
Aowrol ol pn Eyovteg EAmida.

Oche wish, will

ayvosw not know, be ignorant, fail to
understand

kowpwoopon sleep, fall asleep, die

Aomem pain, grieve, injure; pass be sad,
sorrowful, grieve

\owoc, 1, ov rest, remaining, other

éhmig, 10o¢ f hope, what is hoped for

Hope is used in an objective sense. Cf Eph
2:12.

"When the apostle counsels the Thessalonians
not to sorrow as the pagans do, he is not urging
them to endure with a deep Stoic calm the
buffetings of fortune that they cannot avoid.
Nor is he counselling a callous indifference.
Rather, he is rejoicing in the complete victory
that Christ has won. Those who have died have
simply fallen asleep in Christ, and they will
wake with him. Clearly, in the face of this
prospect there is no reason for despair." Morris

The form év Aoyw xvprov seems to imply that

what follows is based on a saying of Jesus. The

closest recorded saying is in Mat 24:31. The

various suggestions regarding this verse are

that:

i) It represents an otherwise unrecorded
saying of Jesus;

ii) It represents a prophecy given in the name
of Jesus in the early church;

iii) It reports a direct revelation Paul had
received from the Lord,;

iv) It represents the apostle's thinking under
the guidance of the Spirit.

Morris thinks the first of these the best solution

and cites J Jeremias' work Unknown Sayings of

Jesus.

Cow live, be alive

This expression may mean no more than ‘those
Christians who will be alive at that time.'

neplheumopol  remain, be left behind

Note the emphatic use of od un

@bdcmpev Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl pboave
precede
kowaopon Sleep, fall asleep, die
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1 Thessalonians 4:16

OTL aDTOG O KVPLOG €V KEAEVGLOTL, £V QOVT]
apyayyélov kai év cddmyyt Ogod, kataproetal
an’ ovpavod, kai ol vekpoi &v Xpiotd
avacticovtol TpATOV,

"This verse makes us reflect on the very little
that the New Testament has to say about the
manner of the Parousia. Nowhere else do we
have as full a description of what is to happen
as here, but the details are few and do not paint
a very full picture for us. The point of it all is
that Scripture is intensely practical in this
matter, as in others. There are many things that
we would like to know, but the Bible was not
written to gratify our curiosity. Rather, it is
intended to help us in our Christian lives, and
for that the important thing is that we should
be ready when the Lord comes. Thus we are
often warned to prepare, and told that the
coming will be unexpected.” Morris

apraynoouedo  Verb, fut pass indic, 1 pl
apralw take by force, carry off

vebein, ng f cloud

anavtmoig, eog f meeting

anp, epog M air, space

navtote always

The description hardly fits a secret rapture.

1 Thessalonians 4:18

Hote TopoKaLelTe AAANAOVG €V TOIg AdYOLS
TOVTOLG,

wote so that, with the result that
nopokaiew exhort, encourage
dAAnlov, o1g, ovg one another

What God has revealed is for our
encouragement.

1 Thessalonians 5:1

kelevopa, tog f shout of command,
command

[Tepi 8¢ TdV ypdvOV Kol TOV KapdV, AdeAOL,
oV ypetav Eyete DUV Ypapechar,

Kapog, ov m time, appointed/proper time

"The word is found often. It is the cry made by
the ship's master to his rowers, or by a military
officer to his soldiers, or by a hunter to his
hounds, or by a charioteer to his horses. When
used of military of naval personnel it was a
battle cry. In most places, then, it denotes a
loud, authoritative cry, often uttered in the
thick of great excitement." Morris

O Cullmann thinks of the keAevopa as
pointing to God's sovereignty. He speaks of the
time "when God, as in the first creation, will
decide in his sovereign act (kelevopa, 1 Thess
4:16) to constitute the new creation by means
of the spirit of life."

"With regard to the second advent ... the
ypovov are the chronological epochs that must
elapse, time considered simply with regard to
its duration, while the xopwv focus our
attention rather on the nature of the time, on
the critical events which will take place
heralding the coming of the Lord." Morris

xpew, og f need, want
vpaopesbon Verb, pres pass infin ypapw

oéAmyyt Noun, dats caAmyé, tyyog f
trumpet, trumpet blast

"There is abundant evidence from the two
letters that he had spoken a good deal about the
Parousia during his initial preaching... It is
widely accepted in modern theology that early
Christian teaching was thoroughly
eschatological.”" Morris

Associated in OT with triumph or the call to
festival.

1 Thessalonians 5:2

koatofowve come or go down, descend

vekpog, o, ov dead

avaotioovton Verb, fut midd indic, 3 pl
aviotnu rise, come back to life

1 Thessalonians 4:17

avTol yap axppdc oidate 6t NUépa KLPLOL OC
KAETTNG €v vukTi oUTtmg EpyeTar.

axpiBwc accurately, completely (in the
sense of needing no further instruction)
oida  know, understand

gmetra MUl ol {DvTeg ol TepAemoevol Gua
oLV aTolg aproynoouedo &v vepélaug €ig
amévInoy Tod Kupiov &ig dépa- Kol oVTOG
TavtoTe GLV KLPi Eoouedoa.

NUEPO KLPLOL — @ Very ancient expression. Cf.
Amos 5:18-20.

KAentng, ov m  thief
w&, voktog T night

énerto. then, afterwards
nepllewmopan  remain, be left behind
apo adv. at the same time, together

The event is certain but the timing
unfathomable. In this sense it will be totally
unheralded.

"There is a minor problem in that the faithful
departed will be coming with Jesus (v.14), but
the point made here is not so much the order of
events as the truth that the Lord's people will
be united at the Parousia." Morris
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1 Thessalonians 5:3

6tav Aéyoowv: Eipnvn kol dcedieia, 10T
aipvidiog avtois Epictatal dAedpog domep 1
@31V Tfj &v yooTpi €(000T, KOl 0 un
EKQUYOOLV.

ovde neither, nor
okotog, ovg N darkness, evil

1 Thessalonians 5:6

otov when, whenever, as often as

eipnvn, g f  peace
aopareia, og T security, safety

&po. ovv uf) kKoBevdmpey OC ol Aormoi, Gl
YPNYOPALEV KOl VIQOLLEV.

They imagine their situation unshakable.

apo oOv expresses a "logical inference and
introduces an inescapable conclusion." Morris

tote then, at that time

aipvidiog, ov  sudden, unexpected

gplotnur come up to, approach, appear

oAebpoc, o m destruction, ruin

@omep as, even as

®dwv, wog T birth-pains, suffering

yvaotpi Noun, dats yaotnp, tpog f womb;
&v yaotpl éy® conceive or be pregnant

kobevdw sleep, be dead
lowtog, m, ov rest, remaining, other

"Unbelievers may well 'sleep’; they are
spiritually insensitive. But the believer should
not take his standards from them... 'Sleep' is
natural enough for the sons of the night, but is
entirely out of place in the sons of light."
Morris

The comparison of a woman in labour focusses
not merely on the pain but also on suddenness
and inevitability.

ypnyopew be or keep awake, be alert

Cf. Mk 14:38.

woew be sober, be self-controlled

ékbevym escape

1 Thessalonians 5:4-11

The senses not clouded or drowsy through
drink.

The themes of night and day continue but are
now supplemented by those of darkness and
light. "It is not a difficult step from the idea of
the day of the Lord to that of walking in the
light, from that of the coming of Christ to that
of the character of Christian people as 'sons of
the light.' The coming of that Day must inspire
God's people to live lives appropriate to their
calling." Morris

1 Thessalonians 5:7

ol yap koBebdovteg vukTOC Kabgvdovaty, kol
ol pebuokdpevot voktodg pebvovov-

uebvokopon get drunk
pebve be drunk, drink freely

Sleep and drunkenness are characteristic of the
night.

1 Thessalonians 5:4

1 Thessalonians 5:8

VUETG &€, AdeApOl, 00K €0TE &V OKATEL, Tva M
NUEPa VUGG G KAETTNG KOToAGPY,

NUETS 6€ MuEpag HVTEG VIQOLEV, EVOLGApLEVOL
Omdpaxa wiotemg Kol dydmng Kol
nepikeporaiov EAtido cmtnpiog:

okoter Noun, dats okotog, ovg N
darkness, evil

KAemng see v.2

katodaPn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s
kotoloppave obtain, seize

Voo See v.6

The stress is not merely on not getting drunk
but on the self-control and alertness that should
mark a soldier on duty.

évovw dress, clothe; midd put on, wear

Not that it will be heralded for them but that
they will be prepared.

1 Thessalonians 5:5

The aorist may suggest the idea of a definitive
act. On Christian armour, see Rom 13:12f; 2
Cor 6:7; 10:4; Eph 6:13f.

Tavteg yap LUELS viol POTOG 0Te Kal viol
NUEPAS. 0VK EGLEV VOKTOG 00O GKOTOVG:

navteg  Adjective, m nom pl moag
owg, potog n light

Owpa&, axog m breastplate, chest
nepikepoiata, og f helmet

€amig, 10og T hope, what is hoped for
compa, ac T salvation

viot pwtog is a Semitic idiom: to be a 'son' of
something is for that thing or quality to be
characteristic of the person. The added 'sons of
the Day' must refer to the Day of the Lord.
"Believers find in the Day of the Lord a
situation in which they are perfectly at home."
Morris — A Day in which they live now.

Note here the three 'graces' of faith hope and
love occupy a central place in the Christian life
as is expressed also in 1:3. Here they are the
defensive armour of the Christian.

woé, voktog T night

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT
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1 Thessalonians 5:9

611 ovk €BgT0 MG 0 B0¢ €ig dpynV GAAAQ €ig
nepuoinoty copiog 61 T0d Kupiov UMV
‘Incod Xpiotod,

£€0eto Verb, 2 aor midd indic, 3 s T
midd put place, set, appoint

Cf.Jn15:16; 1 Tim 2:7; 2 Tim 1:11; 1 Peter
2:8.

kabog kai moweite "He knows the way in which
the Thessalonians were assisting one another,
and he commends them for it. But he urges
them to go forward on this way. Christians
may never relax on the grounds that they have
made sufficient progress.” Morris

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

opyn, ng f wrath, anger

Cf. 1:10. To appreciate the greatness of our
salvation we need to appreciate what we have
been saved from as well as what we are saved
to.

nepimomolg, emg f obtaining, gaining
compw, ac f salvation

1 Thessalonians 5:10

10D amoBavovtog mepl UMV tva gite
ypnyop@dLev ite kabBevdmpey dpa cOv anTd
{noopev.

anoBavovrog Verb, aor act ptc, mgen s
drmobvnoxo die

gite if, whether

ypnyopem See V.6

kabevdw see V.6

The sense here is 'whether we are living or
have died'

apo adv. at the same time, together
Cow live, be alive

"Paul is maintaining that the death of Jesus has
brought about a new relationship between God
and sinners. Those who are Christ's live with
him. There is the thought of that close union
which elsewhere is expressed in the pregnant
phrase 'in Christ.' This relationship is not
disturbed by even such a final and decisive
happening as death." Morris

1 Thessalonians 5:11

310 mopoxoieite GAARAOVC Kai oikodopsite sic
TOV €va, kabadg Kol TotelTe.

dwo therefore, for this reason
napokolem exhort, encourage, urge

|The present tense implies continuous action.

GAANA®V, 01, ovg Onhe another
oikodopuew build, build up, encourage

| Implies growth.

gic Tov £€va 'one (to) one' is equivalent to
aAAniovg but emphasises the distributive
nature of the task — each one is to do it — and
also that it is to be a one-to-one activity as well
as communal.

Morris suggests that the first groups of
Christians would have been organised on the
model of the synagogue (cf. Jas 2:2) and would
have included a group of elders exercising
oversight. Such elders at Thessalonica may
have been unused to responsibilities of
leadership — most of the believers seem to have
been from the lower strata of society. Yet they
were being required to deal with members
who, in the heat of apocalyptic fervour, had
given up work and were expecting to live off
others. In such a situation there may well have
been tension between the leaders and some of
the congregation.

1 Thessalonians 5:12

‘Epotduev 8¢ dudg, adeheoi, eidévarl Tovg
Komdvtag &v LUV Kol TPoloTApEVOUG VUMY &V
Kupio kai vovbetodvrog DUAS,

épotam ask, request, beg, urge
gidevon infin oida (verb perf in form but with
present meaning) know

Here 'know the worth of', respect

xomaw work, work hard, labour

The single definite article indicates a single
group — the elders in the church who may not
yet have formally borne that title. The
following participles may expand and explain
the first.

npoiotn be a leader, have authority over

The NT is not shy of speaking of leadership
within the church, though it does offer a
distinctive Christ-centred model.

vovBetem instruct, teach, warn

A distinctively Pauline word, cf. Acts 20:31; 1
Cor 4:14. ) Behm says that strictly the verb
means "to impart understanding (a mind for
something)" and further, "It denotes the word
of admonition which is designed to correct
while not provoking or embittering."

1 Thessalonians 5:13

Kot NYeiohot avTovg VITEPEKTEPIOGOD €V Aydmn
S 1O Epyov avT®dV. glpnvedeTe €v 0VTOTG.

fyeopon think, regard, consider, esteem
vrepeknepiooov adv. exceedingly

"Hold them in special esteem and affection”
Moffatt
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gipnvevo  live or be at peace
gavtoc, Eavtn, éavtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

dAAnlov, o1, ovg one another

Both leaders and followers are to be
peacemakers (cf. Mk 9:50; Rom 12:18; 2 Cor
13:11).

1 Thessalonians 5:14

TopoKoloDuey 8¢ DAG, AdeAPOi, vovbeteite
TOVG ATAKTOVG, TaPapLOEIGOE TOVG
oAyoyhyovg, aviéyecbe TdV dobevdv,
pakpoBupeite TPOG TAVTOG.

"The address 'brothers' shows that these words
are addressed to the whole of the membership
and not simply to the leaders... The content of
this charge is to look to the needs of certain
people in the church. While this would be in a
special measure the responsibility of those
holding office, it was also something that lay
on the shoulders of all (perhaps it was
something the leaders should lead others to
do). It was (and is) characteristic of the
Christian understanding of life that the entire
brotherhood is charged with responsibility for
all. For Christians care for others is not to be
left to any special class of believers." Morris

"Our Master, for our salvation, endured
patiently the insults and injuries of wicked
men. He, the Just, died for the unjust. In both
these ways his example is important for his
people. As the servant is not greater than his
Lord, we must expect the same kind of
treatment, and therefore we must expect to be
called on to show the same kind of patience
under provocation. And since he came to die
for sinful people, we must expect that our
meekness is to be by way of ministering to the
needs of the sinful also." Morris

1 Thessalonians 5:16

TOVTOTE YOipETE,

napakoiem see v.11
vovbetew see v.12
draxtog, ov idle, unruly

The word is a military term meaning a soldier
who is out of step. It came then to mean one
who is idle — a slacker.

napopvBeopon comfort, console
oAryoyvyog, ov fainthearted, discouraged

"The word is well adapted to expressing a
tender concern, quite in the spirit of ‘a bruised
reed he will not break' (Is 42:3)." Morris

avteyopar be loyal to, support
dobevng, e¢ sick, weak, helpless

On the responsibility of the strong towards the
weak, see esp Rom 14 and 1 Cor 8.

poakpobopen be patient, wait patiently

1 Thessalonians 5:15

opaite PN Tig KAKOV GvTi Kokod Tvt Anodd,
GALG TavToTE TO AyafOV didKeTe €15 AAANAOVG
Kol €ig ThvTag.

opawm trans see, observe; intrans make
sure, see to

KaKog, 1, ov  evil, bad, wrong, harm

avtu prep with gen for, in place of

amod®d Verb, 2 aor act subj, 3 s dmoddww
give back, repay

"The New Testament does not give us a picture
of believers as people who are always
screwing themselves up to the point of doing
unpleasant things in the service of their God
but rather those who are glad to live out the
implications of their faith... He is not writing
about a joy that Christians produce by their
own efforts. It is natural for people to be happy
when things go well for them. But it is not this
natural joy, dependent on circumstances, that
is the special characteristic of Christians. It is
the joy that comes from being 'in Christ.' Thus
it is that the New Testament contains so many
exhortations to joyful living — startlingly
many, if we fix our attention on the outward
circumstances of the early Christian
communities. Persecution was always
threatening and often actual. Believers were
usually in straitened circumstances and
compelled to work hard for their living. Their
lot can rarely have been other than hard. But if
we fasten our attention on these things, we put
our emphasis in the wrong place. They thought
more of their Lord than of their difficulties,
more of their spiritual riches in Christ than of
their poverty on earth, more of their glorious
future when their Lord should come again than
of their unhappy past. So the note of joy rings
through the New Testament, and so Paul, who
himself knew what it was to rejoice in difficult
circumstances (Acts 16:25; Rom 5:3; Col
1:24), can say 'Be joyful always' (cf. Phil 4:4),
and speak of Christians as 'sorrowful, yet
always rejoicing' (2 Cor 6:10)." Morris

1 Thessalonians 5:17

adtoieintog Tpooedyeche,

Cf. Matt 5:44-45; Rom 12:17. "Revenge is the
most natural and instinctive of vices." Denny

novtote always
dwkm seek after, pursue, follow

adwrewmtog ceaselessly, without ceasing
TPOGEVYOLLOL pray
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"Continuing prayer is the continuing
expression ... of dependence... Again and again
in Paul's letters (and especially in these two
letters to the Thessalonians) the apostle
interjects little prayers into his argument.
Prayer was as natural to Paul as breathing. At
any time he was likely to break off his
argument or to sum it up by a prayer. In the
same way he looks for the Thessalonians to
live lives with such an attitude of dependence
on God that they will easily and naturally
move into the words of prayer on all sorts of
occasions, great and small, grave and festive"
Morris

"The point of this injunction, then, is that the
Thessalonians are asked to apply tests. There
are things that appear on the surface to be
good. There are manifestations that claim to
come from God. Such are not simply to be
accepted at their face value, for it is not part of
Christian simplicity to be credulous. All things
must be tested. And not simply tested, but
accepted wholeheartedly or rejected decisively
as a result of the test. 'Hold on to' denotes the
firm acceptance of the good. There must be no
half measures." Morris

1 Thessalonians 5:18

1 Thessalonians 5:22

4o TavTog £00Vg ToVNPOD Améyecbe.

&v mavti evyaploteite: T0UTO Yap OEAnpa Beod
&v Xp1ot® 'Incod &ig LUAG.

€160g, ovg n visible form, appearance
movnpog, a, ov evil, bad, wicked

evyoprotem thank, give thanks

"When we come to realise that God's hand is in
all things, we learn to give thanks for all
things." Morris

movnpov here can be either a noun or an
adjective, the phrase meaning either ‘every
appearance of evil' or ‘every evil appearance’.
In either case the meaning is the same.

OeAnua, atog n will, wish, desire

Cf. 4:3. "'For this is the will of God ..." almost
certainly refers to the three injunctions” [of vv
16-18] Morris

aneyw midd. abstain from, avoid

1 Thessalonians 5:23

1 Thessalonians 5:19

AVT0¢ 08 0 Bg0¢ Ti| €lpNVN g Aytdoot VUGG
O0AOTEAETG, KOl OLOKAN POV VUGV TO TVED O KOl
1N woyr| Kol 70 odU0 AUEUTTMG &V Tf| TapoVsiQ
70D Kvpiov MUV Incod Xpiotod tnpndein.

T0 TTvebpa U ofévvorte,

ofevvo  extinguish, put out

"The use of the Greek negative un with the
present imperative here denotes a command to
cease from doing something already in process
and not simply a warning to avoid this kind of
thing in the future.” Morris

Morris suggests that the reference is to the
behaviour Paul has written to them about,
which quenches the Spirit and results in loss of
spiritual power and joy.

gipnvn, ng T peace

ayidoon Verb, aor act opt, 3s dywlo
sanctify, make holy

oAloteAng, e¢ wholly, in every part

The work carries the sense of completeness, 'to
perfection'.

oloxAnpog, ov  sound, whole, complete
yoyn, ng T self, inmost being, life, 'soul’
ocopa, To¢ N body

Sanctification involves the whole person.

1 Thessalonians 5:20

npoonteiog urn EEovbeveite:

npopntewn, og T prophecy, preaching, the
gift of prophecy
é€ovbevew despise, treat with contempt

1 Thessalonians 5:21

apepntog Adv (from duepmrtog)
blamelessly

mapovoia, ag See 2:19

mpnbein Verb, aor pass opt, 3s mpew
keep, observe, maintain

1 Thessalonians 5:24

TOTOG O KOA®V VUAG, O¢ Kol TomoeL.

mhvto 8¢ dokIualeTe, TO KAAOV KOTEYETE,

motog, 1, ov faithful, reliable

doxipalw test, examine, prove
koateyo hold fast, keep, restrain

Paul is confident that his prayer will be
answered. "Because he is the faithful One, and
because he is the One who has called them, the
Thessalonians may know that he will do
perfectly all that is involved in their call. It is
profoundly satisfying to the believer that in the
last resort what matters is not his feeble hold
on God, but God's strong grip on him (cf. John
10:28-29)." Morris
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1 Thessalonians 5:25

Adehooi, Tpooevyecbe mepl NUMV.

TPOGEVYONOL pray

Paul needed their prayer as much as they
needed his.

1 Thessalonians 5:26

aomdoacte Tovg AdEAPOVG TAVTAG &V PIANUATL
ayio.

domalopon greet, welcome
eunmua, tog N Kiss
aywog, a, ov holy

|The meaning is 'give everyone a kiss from me.’

1 Thessalonians 5:27

&vopkilm g Tov Khplov avayvoodijvor v
EMOTOANV TTAGV TOIG ASEAPOTG.

Morris links this strong term to such passages
as 2:17-18. "Apparently some of the
Thessalonians had said that he had no real love
for them, and if he had wished to do so, he
would have been able to return. That he had
not done so showed him to have his affections
elsewhere. In this situation the ideal thing
would have been for Paul to have returned. But
his circumstances made this impossible; he had
to use this letter as a substitute. Accordingly it
was important not only that it should come
before the notice of all, but also that it be seen
plainly to be intended to come before the
notice of all. In this way his care for them all
would be manifest." Morris

The first person singular may suggest that this
is the point where Paul himself took up the
pen.

évopkilm place (someone) under a solemn
charge (in the name of)

Introduction to 2 Thessalonians

avayvoodivon Verb, aor pass infin
avaywooke read, read in public
worship

émotoln, g f letter

1 Thessalonians 5:28

M xap1g Tod kvpiov MUY Incod Xpiotod ped’
VUOV.

yopig, rtog T grace, unmerited favour

Paul's second letter to the Thessalonians seems to have been written shortly after the first (see

introduction to 1 Thessalonians).

It would seem that Paul's first letter was mistakenly understood by some to imply that the
second coming of Christ had already occurred. Hence Paul writes to correct this
misunderstanding. Most of the letter is taken up with instruction concerning the Second
Coming and with how to deal with those who remain idle.

2 Thessalonians 1:1

IMadrog kai Zihovavog kot Tiuobeog i
EkKANGig @cocarovikémy &v Bed maTpi MUY
kol kKupi® Incod Xpotd-

The opening address is practically identical
with that of 1 Thessalonians.

ékkinota, ag f congregation, church
notnp, matpog M father

2 Thessalonians 1:2

On the close conjunction of the Father and the
Lord Jesus as the source of grace and peace
Wilson coments, "That such a construction
could be used without comment not only
implies the writer's belief in the deity of Christ,
but also takes the reader' acknowedgment of it
for granted."”

OIS VLIV Kol giprvn ano Beod TaTpog Kol
Kkupiov ITncod Xpiotod.

xapig, rrog see 1 Thess 5:28
gipnvn, g see 1 Thess 5:23
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2 Thessalonians 1:3

Ebdyopiotelv dpeilopey 1@ Oe® ndvtote mepi
VUdV, adeApoi, kabmg G&ov otv, Ot
Vrepanéavel 1 ToTig VUdV Kol TAeovalet 1
Gyamn €vOg EKAGTOL TAVT®V DUAV €lg
GAAAOLC,

Verses 3-10 are one sentence in the Greek —
they are the complex expression of a single
thought.

evyoprotem thank, give thanks

opetw owe, ought, be bound or obligated
navtote always

a&og, o, ov worthy, fitting

omepovEave  grow abundantly

It may, however, be better to understand the
righteous judgment of God as that judgment by
which he accounts these Thessalonians to be
among his people — worthy of his kingdom not
by some act of theirs (worthiness) but by God's
own judicial act. The fact that they are
included among the children of God is made
evident also in that they are facing suffering
for the sake of the kingdom. The judgment of
God by which they are accounted his people
will also be manifest in the punishment of
those who persecute them (cf. v6f, also Phil
1:28).

| Implies vigorous growth.

mAgovalm intrans increase, grow

Compare 1 Thess 3:10 & 12. Paul's concerns
had been answered.

ékaotog, M, ov each, every
GAANA®V, 01G, ovg See 1 Thess 5:15

2 Thessalonians 1:4

01Ka10G, 0, ov  righteous, just

kpoig, ewg T judgement, act of judgement

kotawOfvar  Verb, aor pass infin xata&lom
count worthy, make worthy

nacyw Suffer, experience

2 Thessalonians 1:6

gimep dikotov mapa Oed avtamododval Toig
OA{Bovoy vudc ATV

AoTe aVTOVG NUAG &V VUV EykavydoBat &v Taig
gkkAnciong Tod Beod dmep TG Vopoviig VU@V
Kol ToTE®G €V TACLY TG d1YHOoIg VUMY Kol
T0ic OMyeoty alg avéyeos,

oote SO that, with the result that

gykavyaocOor Verb, pres midd/pass dep infin
gykovyaopor boast

vmopovn, ng T patience, endurance

Cf. 1 Thess 1:3.

ginep since, if it is true that, seeing that

mapo preposition with dat with, in the
presence of

avtomododvor Verb, aor act infin
avtamoddmu repay, return

OAiBovowv  Verb, pres act ptc, m & n dat pl
OMPo press hard, crush

Ohyng, eog T trouble, suffering

2 Thessalonians 1:7

diwypog, ov M persecution
Oy, emg T trouble, suffering
aveyopon endure, be patient with

Kot VIV Toig OMPouévolg dveoty ped’ nuav év
i) dmokoAvYeL Tod Kupiov Incod dn’ ovpavod
peT’ ayyél@v duvapemg ovTod

The present tense here highlights the
continuing nature of the persecution.

aveoig, ewg T relief
amoxoloyig, eog T revelation

2 Thessalonians 1:5

gvdetypa Tiig dikaiog kpicemg tod Oeod, €ig 10
kataglwbijvor vudg tig faciieiog Tod Beod,
VIEP NG Kai TACYETE,

Emphasises that the Lord is currently hidden
from the world but that he will, on that day, be
revealed in glory.

évdetypa, Tog N evidence, proof

Morris argues that it is not their suffering of
persecution but rather their faith in the face of
such persecution which is the demonstration of
the righteous judgment of God by which they
will attain to eternal life — though suffering is
also a means by which God prepares his
people for glory.

ayyéhmv duvapeng avtod "Possibly the
expression implies that they are to be the
agents of the divine will. But the main idea is
that they are angels that belong to his power."
Morris

2 Thessalonians 1:8

€&v eAoyl Topdg, d186VTog EKOIKNGLY TOTG N
€10661 B0V kal Tolg ur VaKoVOVoLY TM
gvayyeli® 100 Kupiov UV ITncod,

nop, og n fire
oLo&, phoyog T flame

The phrase 'in flaming fire' probably belongs
with the words that precede it, i.e. v.7, rather
than with v.8. It is part of the picture of the
Lord's glory cf. Ex 3:2; Is 66:15; Rev 1:13,14.

ddou give
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ékdwnotg, eng f retribution, rendering of
justice, punishment

Cf. Rom 12:19 where Dt 32:35 is quoted but
applied to Christ. "It is yet another example of
the ease with which the church, from the very
first, assigned to Christ the functions that the
Old Testament reserved for Yahweh." Morris

gkewvog, M, o demonstrative adj. that, he,
she, it

Morris suggests that prefixing the words év tfj
nuépa ékeivn with such words as 'you will be
among them' brings out Paul's sense.

€idodwv ptc oida (verb perf in form but with
present meaning) know, understand

vmaxovw obey, be subject to

gvayyehov, ov N good news, gospel

2 Thessalonians 1:11

The use of two definite articles could suggest
that two different groups may be in mind.
Some think that Paul refers separately to
Gentiles and Jews. Morris thinks that Paul is
using poetic parallelism and that there is no
clear distinction between two groups.

€1g 0 kai mpooevyopedo mhvtoTe TEPL UGV,
va Duag a&idon g KAcems 6 Beo0g NUdV Kol
mpodon mdcav vdokiav dyabmaoivng kol
£pyov moTe®G £V dUVALEL,

€ig © 'with this in mind." Morris thinks loosely
attached to the whole of the previous section.

2 Thessalonians 1:9

TPOGEVYOLOL pray
nmavtote always

atoo consider worthy
KAnotig, ewg T call, calling

oftveg diknv ticovoty OAeBpov aidviov Gmod
TPOocHTOL ToD KVpiov Kal Ao Thg SOENG Tiig
ioybog avtov,

oftiveg  Pronoun, m nom pl éotig, 11g, 6 TU
who, which, whoever, whichever

duen, ng f punishment, divine justice

ticovowv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl e
undergo, suffer

oAebpog, o m destruction, ruin

"We must bear in mind that when people are
called they are completely unworthy of this
call (Gal 1:13-15 is perhaps a classic instance
of this). But God does not intend that they
should continue in such a state. They are to
walk worthily of the calling wherewith he calls
them (Eph 4:1). It is this that Paul has in mind
here." Morris

6Aebpov aimviov "Does not signify so much
annihilation as the loss of all that is
worthwhile, utter ruin... It indicates that
separation from the Lord which is the final
disaster." Morris

mnpow fulfill, bring about, accomplish
gvdokio, ag T good will, pleasure, desire
ayaboovvn, ng f goodness

ioyvg, vog f strength

2 Thessalonians 1:10

dtav EMOn évdo&aacbijval €v Toig dylolg adTod
kol BovpacHivat v Tactv Toig ToTehoacty,
611 émiotedn O papTOplov NUAV £’ VUGS, &V
T NUéEPQ Exelv.

otav when, whenever, as often as

évbo&acOijivar Verb, aor pass infin
gvoo&alopon receive glory, be
honoured

Kol TANpoot tacav gvdokiav dyafmovvng
‘and fulfilling every good purpose.' Morris
thinks "Paul is praying that God will produce a
goodness of will in his friends. The
parallelism with 'work of faith' indicates that
the meaning is 'resolve proceeding from
goodness,' rather than 'a resolve after goodness'
or 'a resolve to do good.' Parallel is 'act
prompted by your faith.' 'Every," which
precedes 'desire of goodness,' is rightly taken
with this phrase also... Faith is always busy.

A true faith will clothe itself in works."

dvvaper Noun, dat s dvvapug

2 Thessalonians 1:12

|An infinitive of purpose.

aywog, a, ov holy, consecrated, set apart
to/by God

Omwg €voo&aodi) to dvopa 10D Kupiov MUY
‘Incod év HUlv, Kol DUETG &V aDT®, Kot TV
xopwv 100 Be0d NUAVY Kkai kupiov Incod
Xpotod

"It seems that he is saying that those who are
in Christ and in whom Christ dwells will by
virtue of that fact share in his glory. On the
great day it is not only the Lord himself who
will be glorious, but his glory will also be seen
in the saints.” Morris

onwg (or onwg av) that, in order that
évoo&alopon see v.10
ovopa, Tog N name, title, reputation

BavpacOijvor  Verb, aor pass infin Bavpalo
wonder, be amazed

émotevdn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s moteve

uaptupov, ov n testimony, witness

‘Name' stands for the whole person. The intent
is that "The Thessalonians will be such a bright
and shining testimony to the reality of their
salvation that the Saviour will be seen to be the
wonderful Being he is." Morris
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Kol Opei év avtd "On that day, just as he will
be glorified in them on account of what they
have become, so they will be glorified in him
on account of what he is... The language is that
of Isa 66:5 (LXX), but there 'the Lord' is
Yahweh. This is another example of the
tendency of the New Testament writers to
speak of the Lord Jesus in language used of
Yahweh in the Old Testament." Morris

xapig, wwog f  grace, unmerited favour

2 Thessalonians 2:1

‘Epotdpev 0& vpdcg, adehpoi, Ve TG
napovciog Tod Kupiov HudvV Incod Xpiotod
Kol LAV EMoVVOYOYTg €T adTOV,

"He speaks of three possible ways in which
they may be affected. 'Spirit' ... must be
understood in the light of the fact that the early
church expected supernatural communications
from time to time, for example, through the
ministry of prophets (cf. 1 Cor 14:29-30; 1
John 4:1). It means some revelation divinely
communicated. Paul, of course, encouraged
the right use of prophecy (1 Thess 5:19-20),
but here the content of the supposed prophecy
showed that it could not have come from God.
‘Report' ... may refer to a sermon, though the
term is broad enough to cover all sorts of oral
communications." Morris

émotoln, ng T letter

2 Thess 2:1-12 is one of the most obscure
passages in the New Testament. Paul is writing
to supplement what he had taught them when
present with them (v.5). Our ignorance of what
Paul had taught them earlier makes it difficult
for us to be certain of the meaning of these
verses which are so full of references to his
earlier teaching. For one treatment of this see
G Vos, The Pauline Eschatology (Grand
Rapids, 1953) pp. 94-133.

épotam ask, request, beg, urge

The single definite article indicates that one
event is being spoken of.

napovoia, ag See 1 Thess 2:19
gmovvayoyn, ng f assembling, gathering

"It indicates that Paul feared that a
communication of some kind had been reputed
to have come from him (and his assistants?).
But he writes in general terms, and we are
probably justified in inferring that he was not
quite sure of exactly what had happened.
Either that, or else he felt it not wise to refer to
it too directly. But he is making quite clear that
he accepts no responsibility whatever for the
report. However it had come, and however it
had been attributed to him, he had had nothing
to do with it. He does not want his friends to
be worried by these speculations, and he
completely renounces them." Morris

Cf. 1 Thess 4:13-18.

évéotnkev Verb, perf act indic, 3 s évietu
be present, perf had come

2 Thessalonians 2:2

€1g 1O U1 Tayémg caievdijval VUG arod oD
vooOg unde BposicHan pnte d1d TvedLATOG P TE
O Adyov pnte 81’ EMGTOATG OG O’ NUDY, G
Ot évéotnkev N Huépa Tod Kvpiov.

tayewg adv. (formed from tayvc) quickly, at
once, soon

"To say that the day of the Lord had come did
not mean that it was completed and that all the
glorious events associated with it had occurred.
That was so obviously untrue that it needed no
refutation. What it did mean was that the day
had dawned. They were even then living in it.
This being so, the climax must infallibly be
reached, and that within a short space of time."
Morris

The thought here is 'precipitately’ cf. 1 Tim
5:22.

2 Thessalonians 2:3

colevbijvan  Verb, aor pass infin caievw
shake, disturb

voug, voog, vot, vobv m  mind, thought,
reason, purpose, understanding

un g vpdc E€amarnon Koo undéva tpdmov:
Ot éav un MO M drnootocio TpdTov Kol
amokaAvEOT] 6 GvBpwmog Tig dvopiag, O VIOg
g anoAeiag,

Here stands for the whole mental balance of
the person.

unde negative particle nor, and not, not
even; unde ... unde neither ... nor
Bpoeopar be alarmed, startled

Cf. Mk 13:7.

¢€omatnon Verb, aor act subj, 3s é€amatawm
deceive, lead astray

undetg, undepua, undev no one, nothing

TPOTOG, OV M Way, manner; kaotao pndeva T.
in no way

gav un unless

unte and not; pnte ... unte neither ... nor

Requires the addition of some such phrase as
‘that day will not come unless ...'

anoctooia, ag f apostasy, rebellion
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The inclusion of the definite article implies
that Paul is referring to the rebellion about
which he had already spoken to them. "Paul's
thought is that in the last times there will be an
outstanding manifestation of the powers of evil
arrayed against God ... It is as though Satan
were throwing all his forces into one last
despairing effort." Morris

"While the temple is not easy to identify, the
best way to understand the passage seems to be
that some material building will serve as the
setting for the blasphemous claim to deity that
the Man of Lawlessness will make as the
climax of his activities." Morris

anoxaivedfy Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s
anoxaAvrmte reveal, disclose
avopua, ag f wickedness, lawlessness, sin

koo intrans sit down, sit

arnodewvovta  Verb, pres act ptc, m acc s
anodewvop claim, set forth

gowtog, gavtn, éavtov  him/her/itself

Concerning the rival readings évoag and
apoaptiog (so TR), Metzger writes, "Despite the
broader external testimony supporting
apaptiog, on the whole it appears that the early
Alexandrian witnesses preserve the original
reading, avopuag, a word rarely used by Paul,
which was altered by copyists to the much
more frequently used word, apoptiog.
Furthermore, yap ... dvopuoag in v.7 seems to
presuppose dvoptog here."

arnolewo, ag f destruction, utter ruin

It is not clear who this individual might be but
it will be an outstanding manifestation of the
powers of evil — Antichrist. "All attempts to
equate the Man of Lawlessness with historical
personages break down of the fact that Paul
was writing of someone who would appear
only at the end of the age; the Man of
Lawlessness is an eschatological figure. Paul
wrote that he will appear just before the Lord
comes again, and therefore it seems futile to
try to identify him. Scripture tells us that there
are many Antichrists (1 John 2:18), and it does
not surprise us accordingly that through the
ages of history many have appeared whose evil
lives remind us of this or that trait of the Man
of Lawlessness. But that does not give us
grounds for identifying the supreme
embodiment of evil with any of Satan's lesser
lights along the way." Morris

Satan's great desire is to dethrone God. "Most
commentators draw attention to the attempt by
Caligula to set up an image of himself in the
temple at Jerusalem, an attempt that was
frustrated only by his death. This took place in
AD 40. The attempt aroused widespread horror
among the Jews. It may well be that Paul has
this incident in mind in writing these words,
but we should bear in mind that what he says
goes beyond anything Caligula attempted. The
Man of Lawlessness is not pictured as setting
up a statue of himself but as taking his seat in
person (cf. Ezek 28:2)." Morris

2 Thessalonians 2:5

o0 pynuovevete 6Tt ETt MV TPOG VUGG TadTO
&leyov vUiv;

pvnuovevo remember, keep in mind
¢t still, yet, moreover

gheyov — the imperfect suggests repeated
teaching on this subject.

2 Thessalonians 2:6

Kol VOV 10 katéyov oldarte, €ig T
AmokaALEOTVOL aDTOV €V TA £0VTOD Kop®-

koatéyov Verb, pres act ptc, n nom/acc s
koteyw hold fast, keep, restrain

2 Thessalonians 2:4

Conventionally thought here to mean 'hold
back' or 'restrain,' though the verb can also
mean 'hold fast.' It is difficult for us to be
certain of Paul's meaning.

0 AVTIKEILEVOG KOl DTTEPOUPOLEVOG €Tl TAVTOL
Aeyduevov Beov 1j oéPacpa, dote avTOV Eig
OV vaov tod Beod kabicat drodekvovta
gautov Ot EoTv Bedg.

oida.  know, understand

avtikewor oppose, be against

vmepapouon  be puffed up with pride; rise
in pride (¢m1) against

oePacua, tog N sacred thing, object of
worship, place of worship

oote SO that, with the result that

voog, ov M temple, sanctuary, inner part
of Jewish Temple

At present there is something that restrains the
manifestation of the Man of Lawlessness. It is
difficult for us to know what Paul was
referring to here though clearly he had told the
Thessalonians. It is wise for us to avoid
dogmatic assertions since they can only be
speculative.

armoxolveOijvar Verb, aor pass infin
amokaAvnT® See V.3

£avtog, £avtn, éovtov  him/her/itself

Kopog, ov M time, appointed time

What is clear is that God is in control. The
Man of Lawlessness will only be revealed at
the time of God's appointment.
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2 Thessalonians 2:7

T0 YOp poothiplov 71om Evepyeital tig dvopiog:
puévov 0 katéymv dptt E0g Ek eSOV YEVTITAL.

TEPOG, 0tog N wonder, object of wonder
yevdog, ovg n lie, untruth, that which is
false/imitation

pouonpov, ov N secret, mystery

"The use of the term here reminds us that there
are secrets as well as sin. We can never, by our
own reasoning, plumb the depths of iniquity,
the reason for its existence, or the manner of
its working. Paul points out that even as he
writes there is a secret activity of lawlessness
at work. The explanation of it all is not open to
us, but the fact of its being in operation is clear
enough." Morris

The signs and miracles will be real enough but
they are part of a plan of deception, a show
designed to lead people astray.

2 Thessalonians 2:10

Kol &v mdom amdTy adikiog tolg amolAvpuévols,
&v0’ GV TV &ydmny tiig dAndeiag ovk
£0€EavTo €ig 10 cwOfjvar adTovg:

nén adv now, already
évepyem work, be at work (in)
avopua, ag f seev.3

The forces of Satan are clearly already at work
in opposition to the work of God, though they
are restrained.

arnat, ng f deception

adwa, ag f wrongdoing, evil, sin

armolwo destroy, kill, lose; midd be lost,
perish, die

avb ov because, therefore

aanbewa, og f truth, reality; éva. truly

povog, 1, ov i) adj only, alone; ii) adv povov
only, alone

Katey® See V.6

aptt now, at the present

€mg until

pecog, 1, ov middle

yvévnron Verb, aor subj, 3s ywoum

2 Thessalonians 2:8

The truth of the Gospel is not an abstract
philosophy but a revelation of the purposes of
God to be embraced in love.

ocolw save, rescue, heal

2 Thessalonians 2:11

Kot d1d TovTo TEPTEL a0TOlg O Be0C EvEpyEiav
mAAvNG €ig 10 motedoat adToLG T@ YeLdEL,

nepno send

Kol T0TE AnoKaAvednoetat 6 dvopog, Ov 6
KkOprog "Incodg avelel T@ mTvevpoTt TOD
GTOUATOC 0OTOD Kol KOTopyNoeL Tif Emipaveiq
Ti|g mapovsiog avTob,

tote then, at that time

amoxolvednoetar  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s
amokaAvTT®O See V.3

avopog, ov lawless, outside the law

avelel Verb, fut actindic, 3 s avapew do
away with, kill, destroy

otoua, Tog N mouth, utterance

The present tense may express the certainty of
the future event or it "may also carry a hint that
what will take place on the grand scale when
the Man of Lawlessness comes is even now at
work in principle in the case of lesser people
Whenever people refuse the truth, God sends
the working of error." Morris

évepyela, ag see v.9
mwavn, ng T error, deceit, deception
yevdog, ovg see v.9

Emphasises the ease with which Christ
destroys the final rebellion — with a word.

kotopyew render ineffective, do away with
émoavela, og T appearing, appearance
Tapovota, ag see 1 Tess 2:19

What is clear from this passage is the outcome
of this final unrestrained rebellion.

Even in the deception suffered by many, God
remains sovereign, yet (v.12) man remains
responsible and answerable. "Men start by
rejecting the Gospel voluntarily; they then
reach the stage when they are unable to tell
what is gospel and what is fallacy. This is the
powerful 'delusion’ which Paul rightly regards
as an Act of God." Neil

2 Thessalonians 2:9

2 Thessalonians 2:12

0V £6TV 1] TOPOVGia KT’ EVEpYELY TOD
Yatavd &v Taor Suvapel Kol onpeiog Kol
TEPACIY YEVLOOLG

va kplOdov Tavteg ol un motedoavTeg Tf
aAnBeig dALa ebSoKNCOVTES TH] GOKiQ.

ov refers to the lawless one who, in many
ways, counterfeits Christ.

nopovota, og T coming, arrival, presence
évepyewn, ag T (supernatural) working, power
duvaper Noun, dats duvapug

omnuewv, ov N miraculous sign, sign

kpiOdow  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl kpwvw
judge, pass judgement on, condemn

navteg  Adjective, m nom pl mog

aanbewa, ag T truth, reality

gvdoknoavteg Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
gvdokew be pleased, take pleasure in

They are not passive agents in the rebellion
against God.

adwio, og T wrongdoing, evil, sin
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"The stark contrast reminds us that ultimately
we must belong to one or other of two classes,
namely, those who love God's truth and those
who take their pleasure in wickedness. Those
who begin by failing to accept God's good gift
end by setting forward unrighteousness.
Notice the way in which they become
perverted. These people are not described as
sinning through force of circumstance or any
form of compulsion. They now find their
pleasure in sin. They delight in wrong. For
them evil has become good." Morris

2 Thessalonians 2:13

‘Hpeic 8¢ dpeilopev gvyoptotelv 1@ Bed
mhvtoTe TEPL UMV, AdEAPOL yomnuévol DO
Kupiov, &1t eidato VUG 6 Bedg dmapynV &ig
oconpiov &v Ayloopd TvedIaTog Kol ToTEL
aAnOeiog,

opetw owe, ought, must

evyoprotem thank, give thanks

navrote always

fyammuévor Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
Aryomom

gihoro  Verb, aor midd indic, 3 s aipgopan
choose

amapyn, ng T firstfruit, first portion

The variant readings dx dpyng and dapynv
are both well supported in MSS, versions and
patristic citations. The UBS committee
favoured amapynv on the grounds that dx
apymg occurs nowhere else in Paul who
generally uses apyn in the sense of ‘power.’
Bruce also favours this reading, understanding
it as a title for the church of God. Morris,
however, believes that transcriptional
probabilities favour ar dpyng for the very
reason that it is not a typical Pauline
expression. He adds, "Moreover, while Paul
employs the concept of firstfruits on a number
of occasions, he never elsewhere connects it
with election. On the other hand, he often
associates election with some expression
rooting it in the beginning. A further point
militating against arapynv is the absence of a
qualifying genitive, which, as Frame points
out, is usual in Paul's use of that noun."

compa, ac f salvation

aywopog, ov m sanctification, holiness
nicter Noun, dat s mioTig

dAnbeia, ag f  truth, reality

Morris suggests that the final expression may
be intended to highlight the divine and human
aspects of salvation.

2 Thessalonians 2:14

€lg 0 éxdAecev VUGG dud TOD gvAYYEAIOL LDV,
€ig mepuoinov 60&Eng Tod Kvpiov NUAY IncoT
Xpiotod.

gdayyedov, ov n  good news, gospel
neputomotg, og f  obtaining, gaining

2 Thessalonians 2:15

&po. ovv, adehpol, oTiKeTE, KOi KpaTETTE TOG
napadocelg g 81dayOnte gite S Adyov &ite
SV EMGTOATIG MU@V.

otikete Verb, perf act imperat, 2 pl iotnu
intrans (in 2 aor, pf & pluperf; all midd &
pass) stand, stop, stand firm

kpatew hold, hold fast, sieze, hold back

napadooig, eng f tradition

ddaockm teach

cite if, whether

émotoln, g T letter

What Paul had delivered to them, whether in
preaching or by letter, had been the word of
God.

2 Thessalonians 2:16

AvT06 6¢ 0 KOprog MUAY Incodg Xpiotog kol
0g0¢ 0 maTp HUdV, 6 dyomicog NS Kol dovg
mapdrAno aiovioy kol EAnida dyabnyv év
xapir,

Cf. 1 Thess 3:11-13. The highest possible
position is given to the Lord Jesus Christ.

ayamnoog Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
ayomowm

It is not clear whether Paul is speaking of both
persons or of the Father only. Morris thinks
probably the latter.

dovg Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s ot
give

napakAnoig, eng f encouragement,
comfort

éamig, wog f hope, ground of hope

yéprre Noun, dat s yapig, 1tog f grace,
unmerited favour

2 Thessalonians 2:17

mapakoAécat VU@V T0g Kapdiag kai otnpi&ot
&v mavti £py® Kol Aoy® dyadd.

nopakalew exhort, encourage, urge

| l.e. strengthen the whole inner life.

ompo strengthen, establish

"The prayer is for inner strengthening ... with a
view to faithful Christian service." Morris
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2 Thessalonians 3:1

2 Thessalonians 3:4

To Aowov mpocedyeabe, aderpoi, mepl NUAV,
va 0 Adyog Tod kupiov TpéyT Kol So&alnTon
KaOmg Kol TPOG LUAG,

memoibapev 6 &v Kupi £€@° VUGG, OTL &
mapayyEALOUEY KOl TOLETTE KOl TOUOETE.

lowtog, m, ov rest, remaining, other: (to)
Mowrov adv. finally
Tpocevyoual pray

The verb is in an emphatic position. Cf. 1
Thess 5:25.

nenoiBapev  Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl neibw
persuade, convince perf act & pass
have confidence, be confident

nopayyel® command, instruct

Tpeym run, exert oneself

|For the imagery, cf. Ps 147:15.

"Paul is putting his trust basically in the Lord.
But he is expecting the Lord so to work in the
lives of his friends that they will respond to the
commands laid on them." Morris

dofalw praise, honour, glorify, exalt

Paul is writing from Corinth where there was
opposition and difficulty.

2 Thessalonians 3:5

2 Thessalonians 3:2

0 0¢ KVPLog KatevBHVOL DUAV TAG Kopdiog &ig
v dyannv 1od Beod Kai ig TV vTopovVIV ToD
Xpotod.

kol tva pof@pey amo Tdv atdénwmv Kol
Tovnp®V avOpdTwv, 00 Yap TAVTOV 1| TOTIG.

katevbovon  Verb, aor act opt, 3 s katgvbuve
direct, guide

puobdpev  Verb, aor pass subj, 1 pl pvopon
save, rescue

drtomog, ov improper, evil, harmful

movnpog, a, ov evil, bad, wicked

"Both the use of the aorist tense in the verb
'delivered' and the article with ‘wicked and evil
men' point to a definite situation. Paul is not
asking for prayer that he might be kept safe in
his constant journeys and preaching. He writes
in the light of his particular situation. He writes
knowing that his friends are aware of his
difficulty. He looks to them to join him in
prayer that he may be delivered out of it. It
seems most natural to understand his enemies
as those Jews who opposed his preaching...
We know that they dogged his steps at Corinth
as they did in other places (Acts 18:5;, 12ff.).
His request reminds us of similar words
elsewhere (Rom 15:31)." Morris

"Paul is about to deal with certain people who
are idle and insubordinate. He never shirks an
issue, and his directions when he comes to
them are blunt enough. But it is not part of his
plan to give needless offense, and the reference
to the love of God is timely. It reminds them
that Paul speaks of one who himself owed
everything to the love of God and who loved
God himself, and also that they are in the same
position. There should be no resentment
among people whose thoughts are fixed on
God's love. Similarly the reference to 'Christ's
perseverance' is in point when people's
idleness is about to be rebuked." Morris

vmopovn, ng f patience, endurance

0V yap mhvtov 1 wiotig either 'not all people
believe' or 'not all have embraced the faith.'
The former leads perhaps more naturally to the
contrast of the following verse.

2 Thessalonians 3:3

TOTOG 0 €6TIV O KUPLog, O¢ otnpi&et UGG Kol
QVAGEEL Ao Tod TOVNPOD.

motog, N, ov faithful, reliable

|The inclusion of éotv is emphatic.

"There is some difficulty in knowing exactly
what the following expressions signify. An
expression like 'the love of God' might mean in
Greek either God's love for us (which NIV
chooses) or our love for God... [It is probable
that] the primary idea will be that of God's
love to us, but there will also be the secondary
idea of our love for him. Paul's prayer, then,
will be that the inner life of his friends be so
concentrated on God's love for them that that
this will evoke an answering love for him.
Conformably to this, 'the perseverance of
Christ'... will denote first the attitude of Christ,
and then the answering attitude on the part of
the Thessalonians." Morris

omplow seev.1l7

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

| Cf. 1 Thess 3:2.

pviaccwn keep, guard, defend
novnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

Could be either 'from the evil one' or 'from
evil.'

"In the First Epistle Paul had mentioned that
some people would not work but were
disorderly (4:11-12; 5:14), but it is evident that
his brief exhortations had not produced the
desired effect. He felt strongly on the matter,
as we see from the fact that in this letter he
devotes so much space to this problem."”
Morris
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2 Thessalonians 3:6

Hapayyéliopev 8¢ DUV, adelpoi, &v dvOpOTL
70U Kvpiov U@V Incod Xpiotod otédiecBon
VUAG Ao TvTOg AdEAPOD ATAKTMOG
TEPLTATOVVTOG KOl (1] KOTO TV Tapddocty fiv
naperdfocay wap’ NUAOV.

mapayyello see V.4

ovoua, T0OG n hame, person, authority

oteMopan try to guard against, avoid; o.
armo keep away from, shun

"In view of verse 15 this does not mean
‘abstain from all interaction,’ but it stands for
the withholding of intimate fellowship."
Morris

draxtog in idleness, in lazyness

| Compare 1 Thess 5:14

nepuate walk, walk about, live

TapAd0CIc, EmG see 2:15

naperdfocav Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
maporopPave take, receive, accept

The weight of textual evidence is fairly evenly
divided between mapeiafocav and
napelafete. UBS prefers the former as the
‘harder’ reading and the one more likely to
explain the origin of the other. Morris prefers
the latter saying that it is possible that the
former "arose by what Westcott and Hort call
‘an ocular confusion’ with the ending
nopadootv in the corresponding place in the
line above." He adds, "Moulton thinks it 'more
than doubtful' that rapelofocav can be
accepted, since the termination is so very rare
at this period."

2 Thessalonians 3:7

avTol yop oidate mdg Ol ppeiobon Muag, 6t
0K NTOKTACOLEV &V DUV

nog  how(?), in what way(?)

de1 impersonal verb it is necessary, must,
should, ought

wpeopon imitate, follow another's example

Cf. 1 Thess 1:5-6.

droxte be lazy, idle

2 Thessalonians 3:8

000E dwpeav GpTov EQAayopey Tapd Tvog, GAA’
&v KOm® Kol pOYO® VOKTOG Kol TUEPOG
€pyalopevol Tpog o un éniPapiicai Tvo
VUDV*

ovde neither, nor

dwpeav without cost, freely, for nothing

aptog, ov m bread, a loaf, food

€payouev Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl éo6ww and
éobo eat, consume

""To eat bread' is evidently a Semitism for 'get
a living,' not simply 'get a meal,’ or even
'meals' (cf. Gen 3:19; Amos 7:12, etc.). Paul
does not mean that he had never accepted a
hospitable invitation, but that he had not
depended on other people for his means of
livelihood." Morris

Komog, ov m  Work, labour trouble

poyxbog, oo m labour, hardship

w&, voktog f night

gmPapiicai Verb, aor act infin émPapsw be
a financial burden

|Cf. 1 Thess 2:9

2 Thessalonians 3:9

oly &1t ovk Eyopev E&ovoiav, AL’ Tva £0VTONG
THmov ddpEV VUV €ig TO ppeicHat Hac.

€€ovoa, ag f authority, right

Compare 1 Corinthians 9:3-14 for a fuller
statement concerning the rights of an apostle
and Paul's attitude toward such rights.

€avtog, gavtn, éovtov  him/her/itself
TVUTOG, OV m  pattern, example, type

Cf. 1 Thess 1:7; 2:8.

ddpev Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl ddou give
peopon see v.7

2 Thessalonians 3:10

Kol yap 6te fusv Tpog Hudc, TodTo
mapnyyéldopev LUy, 6t &l T1c 00 BEAEL
€pyalecBar unde Eobiétm.

ote conj when, at which time
mapayyelo see v.4
Oehw  wish, will

The injunction applies to those who will not
(do not want to) work, not to those who
cannot. "Paul is giving the clearest expression
to the thought that the Christian cannot be a
drone. It is obligatory for him to be a worker."”
Morris

unde negative particle nor, neither
éobiétm Verb, pres act imperat, 3 pl €601
and é00 eat, consume

2 Thessalonians 3:11

GKOVOEY YApP TIVOG TEPTATODVTAG EV DUTV
ATaKT®G, PUNOEV EPyalopnévoug GAAL
nepepyalopévous:

axovpev It is not clear how Paul heard this
news — it may even have been by letter. The
present tense could suggest ‘we keep hearing'
or may simply mean 'we have heard.'

Twvog Pronoun, m & facc pl tig
GToKTOG See V.6

Cf. 1 Thess 5:14.

undetg, undepua, undev no one, nothing
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nepepyalopon be a busybody

Perhaps busying themselves in encouraging
others also to be idle.

2 Thessalonians 3:16

2 Thessalonians 3:12

AVT0OG 08 O KOpLog TG €iprvng ddN VLUV TV
PV 10 TAVTOG €V TAVTL TPOTI®. O KHPLOG
UETA TAVTOV DUOV.

101G 8¢ TO10VTOo1g TapayYEAAOLEY Kol
mapokolodpey €v kupie Inood Xpiotd iva
petd novyiag Epyalopevol Tov Eovt®dv dptov
éobinow.

eipnvn, g f  peace
d¢pn Verb, aor act opt, 3 s ddou give

S wavtog ‘continually'

TOLOVTOG, 0T, ovtov correlative pronoun and
adjective such, of such kind

mapayyello see V.4

napaxoAiew exhort, encourage, urge

TpOmog, OV M Wway, manner

Adds a softer note to the command.

novyw, ag f silence, quietness
éavtog, éavtn, éavtov  see v.9
apToG, ov see v.8

2 Thessalonians 3:13

"Has within it the idea of the manner in which
conditions alter. No change in that which is
outward can interfere with the Christian's
deep-seated peace... The Christian's peace is
never independent of the Lord. It is the gift of
the Lord, and it is impossible apart from him;
indeed, it is the very presence of the Lord. It is
only as the Lord is in the heart of the believer
day by day that he knows this peace." Morris

VUETS &€, AdeApol, U Eykaknonte
KOAOTOL0DVTEG,

2 Thessalonians 3:17

Y ueig 6¢ i.e. the majority of the church.

‘O domacpog i) €] xewl HavAov, 6 éotv
onpeiov &v méon EmoTtorf}: oUTmg Ypaeo.

éyxaxnonte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl €yxaxem
become discouraged, tire of
kalomolew do what is good

domacpog, ov m greeting
guog, m, ov 1st pers possessive adj my, mine
e, xewog f hand, power

Part of this doing good is for them to seek to
win over the idle.

2 Thessalonians 3:14

Ei 8¢ T1c 00y Dmakovel T AOym NUAV d1a THG
EMOTOARG, TODTOV onuelodobe, pun
ocvvavapiyvuceBotl avtd, tva évtpany:

Paul's practice would seem to have been to
dictate his letters to an amanuensis who wrote
them down (see particularly Rom 16:22). Paul
would add the closing words of greeting in his
own hand. This practice seems to have been
not uncommon at that time.

vmaxovw obey, be subject to
gmotoin, ng f letter
onuetoouar take note of
cuvavoutyvoul associate with

onueloV, ov N Sign
€MOTOAN, NG see v.14

Paul's words may have been prompted by the
uncertainty alluded to in 2:2.

The injunction is to withdraw from close
fellowship but (v.15) not to exclude the brother
completely. The same verb is used in 1 Cor
5:9-13.

2 Thessalonians 3:18

1M x4p1g Tod Kupiov NUAV Incod Xpiotod petd
TAVTOV DUAV.

évtpanfi Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s évipeno
make ashamed

2 Thessalonians 3:15

Note the inclusion of ‘all.'

Kol prn &g £x0pov Nyeicbs, aAAL vovBeteite dg
adeAPOV.

&xOpog, o, ov enemy, one hated
fyeopon think, regard, consider

"Throughout this whole section he aims at
having the dissident reclaimed in a spirit of
love. The actions enjoined in verse 14 are just
as kindly intentioned as those in this verse."
Morris

vovOetew instruct, teach, warn

Cf. 1 Thess 5:12,14.

xopi, wog f grace

The Greek text used in these notes is that of the of Society of Biblical Literature. See SBLGNT
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