Reading The Greek New Testament Week 32: Acts 1:1-26

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 32 — Acts 1:1-26

Day 156: Introduction to Acts
The Author

As was indicated in the introduction to Luke's Gospel, the transition from the
narrative in the third person to first person plural in Acts 16:10 suggests that the
author was a travelling companion of Paul who joined him at Troas. Other than this,
there is no direct evidence concerning who may be the author of the book.

However, from very early times (from at least 160 AD) there was a clear tradition
within the church that identified the author as Luke the physician (cf. Col 4:14). This
tradition is corroborated by the use of what appears to be medical language in Luke
and Acts (cf. Col 4:14).

Stott writes, "Luke arrived in Jerusalem with Paul (21:17) and left with him on their
voyage to Rome (27:1). In between was a period of more than two years, during
which Paul was held a prisoner in Caesarea (24:27), while Luke was a free man. How
did he use this time? It would be reasonable to guess that he travelled the length and
bredth of Palestine, gathering material for his Gospel and for the early Jerusalem-
based chapters of the Acts. He will have familiarised himself as a Gentile with Jewish
history, customs and festivals, and he will have visited the places made sacred by the
ministry of Jesus and the birth of the Christian community."

Date

Bruce argues that the abrupt ending of Acts, giving no details of Paul's fate, along
with no references to the Jewish War of 66-70 AD suggests an early date for the book.
"There is, indeed, adequate evidence for the view that Luke gathered or set in order
much of the material for both parts of his history in Palestine between 57 and 59, and
that other material was added in Rome, the complete Gospel (= Book I) sent to
Theophilus c. A.D. 61, and Ac. (= Book II) not very long afterwards."

The Speeches of Acts

The speeches in Acts occupy about one third of the book. Bruce follows Rendel
Harris in asserting that Luke has not created the speeches found in Acts, but faithfully
records in summary what was actually said. In the first half of Acts we encounter the
preaching of Peter: "When we consider that from these speeches we can reconstruct
an outline of the Gospel story starting from the baptism of John, when we consider
that this corresponds to the scope of Mk., which itself is constructed on the framework
of just such an outline and which is traditionally considered to rest on the authority of
Peter, we have good reason for confidence that we are face to face with the Christian
kerygma in its primitive form." Luke may well have been indebted to Mark for much
of the early material in Acts as he was for the material in his Gospel.

The Style and Language of Acts

Bruce writes, "In general, we may describe Luke's style as good Hellenistic Greek,
somewhat more literary than the Greek of most NT writers." Some of the distinctives
of this style are:
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* Luke's use of the optative, which was very rare in the Koine vernacular and in the
NT (e.g. 8:20; 17:11,27; 21:33; 25:16,20; 27:12,39).

e The future infinitive (11:28; 23:30; 24:15; 26:7; 27:10), and future participle
expressing purpose (8:27; 20:22; 22:5; 24:11,17).

* An accurate distinction between tenses (see 7:26; 15:37; 16:11), especially in the
imperative (contrast 10:15; 28:9; 20:10, with 7:60; 9:38; 16:28; 23:21).

e The use of litotes (e.g. 00k OAyog, 12:18 etc.), double prepositions (e.g. £wg £,
17:14), d¢ kou in an adversative sense (e.g. 22:28), the use of Tov with the
infinitive to express purpose (e.g. 3:2,12; 7:19; 10:25...), and the indefinite use of
TG (e.g. 3:2; 5:1f.; very characteristic of Luke-Acts).

Luke has a larger vocabulary than the other NT writers. According to Hawkins he
uses 732 words which do not occur elsewhere in the NT: 261 in Lk only, 413 in Acts
only and 58 common to both Luke and Acts. Of these 732, about 475 are found in the
LXX. "Luke's characteristic words and phrases are so evenly distributed between all
parts of Lk-Ac, including the 'we' sections, as to give the strongest support to the
belief in unity of authorship throughout." Bruce.

The Purpose of Acts

Acts is the second volume of Luke's two part work and as such tells of what Jesus
continued to do after his ascension. It provides a most valuable account of the
expansion of the primitive Christian church and is written to defend both Christianity
and Paul against the accusations of various opponents.

* Luke presents a clear view of 'Salvation History' — the spread of the Gospel from
Jerusalem to Samaria and to the ends of the earth in fulfilment of God's plan and
by the working of his Spirit;

e This is also reflected in his outline of Paul's missionary strategy — he preaches first
to Jews and only when they reject the message does he turn to the Gentiles;

* Acts shows that both Jewish and Gentile believers belong to the one church — that
Christ, the Jewish Messiah, is Saviour of the world;

* It shows also that the Gentiles are not to be burdened with Jewish tradition — that
Christ brings freedom to al/l who believe in him;

* It demonstrates that the Christian message is no threat to the civil power — it is not
a new religion but rather the purist form of Judaism which had long been
recognised by Rome as a religio licita,

* The chief cause of unrest is shown to be Jewish opposition to the Gospel,
particularly opposition by the Jews of the Dispersion;

e The claim of Paul to be an apostle is defended.

The Text of Acts

The Greek text of Acts has attracted much study due, in part, to distinctive differences
between two major groups of ancient manuscripts, the Alexandrian and the Western.
A discussion of the development of family histories regarding the text of Acts is to be
found in the introduction to Bruce's commentary. The monumental work on this
subject is JH Ropes, The Text of Acts which forms volume 3 of the five volume work
by Foakes Jackson and Kirsop Lake, The Beginnings of Christianity Part 1.

In particular, the Western text of Acts is approximately ten percent longer than the
Alexandrian. The longer readings of the Western manuscripts are generally
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considered as additions or interpolations to the text. The nature of these readings and
the arguments surrounding their significance are beyond the scope of these notes.

Referenced Works

Bruce, FF, The Acts of the Apostles, London, 2nd ed. 1952
Polhill, John B, Acts: The New American Commentary, Nashville, 1992
Stott, John R W, The Message of Acts, IVP (The Bible Speaks Today), Leicester,

1990

Day 157: Acts 1:1-5

Luke 1:1-4 can be regarded as the introduction
to the entire two volume work of Luke-Acts.
What Luke writes there about the purpose of
his writing and the research he has undertaken
applies to Acts as well as to the Gospel. As
with the beginning of Luke's Gospel, the
opening verses are a formal address and are
written in a more formal style than the
remainder of the work. They reflect a classical
form of introduction to the second volume of a
work.

The implication is that Acts contains the
account of the continuing work and teaching
of Jesus. In other words, the presence of the
Holy Spirit in the Church is the means by
which Christ continues his work and teaching
among his people.

Verse 2

Gyl e uépoag évrethduevog Totg
ATTOOTONOLS SLdL TTVEVUOTOS (ylov olig
£EeMéEato dveljugbn:

dypt (and dyprc) until

Verse 1

TOV ugv Tp®TOV AOYOV €moinoduny mept
TAVTWY, O OedpLle, WV fpEato 6 'Inoodg
TOLETV TE KOl OLOAOKELY

Ayt Mg fuepag is an abbreviation more
common in formal Greek for the phrase dypt
™G NueEog M, cf. v.22. The dveAjuepdn at
the end of the verse concludes this phrase:
'Until the day when he was taken up, having
given commandments ...

UEV conjunction expressing a contrast, usually
with O¢ ...

gvrelhduevog  Verb, aor midd/pass dep ptc,
mnoms €vielouar command, order

The 8¢ here is omitted: the contrast is
implied.

Particularly the command to preach the gospel
which Luke records in Lk 24:47, cf. Acts 1:8.

npwtog  first

Here in the sense of 'former’.

¢EehéEato  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
¢kheyopor choose, select

hoyog was used for a division of a work
which covered more than one papyrus roll.
NIV, "... former book..."

Ocoq@ire cf. Luke 1:3
Noe€oto aor midd dpyw midd begin

Against all other witnesses, B and D omit O
before ’Inoovg, a reading adopted by
Westcott-Hort and a few others.

Luke uses this verb of Jesus choice of the
twelve, (Lk 6:13), of the one who will replace
Judas (Acts 1:24) and later of Paul (Acts 9:15;
22:14-15). "It is thus emphasised that all of
the apostles (the Twelve, Matthias and Paul)
were neither self-appointed, nor appointed by
any human being, committee, synod or church,
but were directly and personally chosen and
appointed by Jesus Christ himself." Stott.

te enclitic particle and, and so; te koL
and also
owdaokw teach

aveMjugdn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
dvarauBave take up, carry
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dLa TVEVUOTOg (iytov emphasises that Jesus'
teaching of his disciples while he was with
them was empowered by the Holy Spirit
("During Jesus' ministry there is no reference
to the Holy Spirit being upon anyone except
Jesus." Polhill). Now that he is no longer
with them, he continues to teach them
(compare v.1) L0 TTVELUATOS ALYLOV.

Stott writes concerning Acts, "The most
accurate (though cumbersome) title, then,
which does justice to Luke's own statement in
verses 1 and 2, would be something like 'The
Continuing Words and Deeds of Jesus by his

™

Spirit through his Apostles'.

Metzger (Textual Commentary) includes a
lengthy note on the longer text found in codex
Bezae (D).

Verse 3

olg kol TapéoTnoev Eavtov CAOVIA UETA TO
o0y avTOV év TOMAOTS TEKUNPLOLS, OLe
NUEPDV TE00EPAKOVTO OTTTAVOUEVOS
ovTolg Kal Aywv Tt mepl Thig faoihelog
toD Oeod.

mopLoTnuL and opLoTOVR  present,
stand before

The apostles were witnesses to Jesus'
resurrection, cf. 1:22; 10:41.

Caw live, be alive

Cf. 1 Cor 15:5-7. From this and the Gospels
we can assemble nine or ten such appearances,
some in Judaea and some in Galilee.

taPelv  Verb, aor act infin wooyw suffer

Used absolutely of Christ's death, cf. 17:3;
26:23.

TeKUNPLOv, ov n (decisive) proof

A technical term from logic meaning
'demonstrative proof, evidence'.

teooepakovto  forty

|Not continuously, but in intervals.

omTavouol appear, be seen

| Here only in the NT.

Baothelac Tov Beov  "Developing the
teaching he had given them before the
crucifixion. We should understand (oothela
not in a territorial sense but in the sense of
Kingship, royal rule, sovereignty." FF Bruce.
"The Kingdom of God is conceived as coming

of Jesus, and to proclaim these facts, in their
proper setting, is to preach the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God." CH Dodd.

Acts begins and ends with this theme, cf.
28:31.

in the events of the life, death, and resurrection

Stott comments, "It appears ... that Jesus' two
main topics of conversation between his
resurrection and his ascension were the
kingdom of God and the Spirit of God. It
seems probable that he also related them to
each other, for certainly the prophets had often
associated them."

Verse 4

kol ovvallouevog opniyyelthey a0Totg
Ao ‘Tepocoduwy urn ywpeiCeobar, ahd
TEQLUEVELY TNV Emaryyehiav Tod matpdg v
fkovoaté pov-

ovvalCounal eat with, assemble

Cadbury suggests the verb should read
ovvovlCouevog, 'while staying with them.'
This reading has little mss support, though it is
attested in some patristic witnesses. Its only
virtue is that it reads better in context since
ovvaAilCounat in the sense 'gather together' is
rather awkward when used of one person and
in the sense 'to eat with' is unknown before the
second century.

mapayyelhw command, instruct

xwpllw separate; pass. separate oneself,
leave

mepluevew  wait for

gmayyehla, oc f promise, what is
promised

Cf. Lk 24:49 also Eph 1:13; Jn 14:16f.,26;
15:26; 16:7-13.

Verse 5

Ot Twdvvng uev épdumrtioey VdOTL, VUELS
8¢ év mvevuatt fomtotoeode Gyiw o
UETO TOAAAC TOUTOC NUEPAS.

PfamtilCw baptise, wash
VOdWp, VdUTog n water

|Cf. Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16; Jn 1:33.

Bomtiobnioeobe  Verb, fut pass indic, 2 pl
PamTtiCw
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"Throughout Acts new converts experienced
repentance, baptism and the gift of the Spirit.
All three are essential elements of the
conversion experience. The succeeding
narrative of Acts shows no set pattern in which
these various elements appear. The Spirit can
come before baptism (10:47), in conjunction
with baptism (2:38), or some time after
baptism (8:16). The Spirit's presence in the
lives of believers is also evidenced in less
dramatic ways such as the Ethiopian's joy
(8:39), Lydia's hospitality (16:15), and the
Philippian jailer's offer of first-aid (16:33).
Although the Spirit cannot be tied to a
mechanistic pattern, these patterns show that
repentance and the gift of the Spirit are
essential to the conversion experience."
Polhill.

Day 158: Acts 1:6-11

Verse 6

Ol ugv o0V cuveABOVTEC HOWTWY OVTOV
Myovteg, Kvpte, el év t@ ypdvew touTe
dmokabLotdvels v Bacthetav Td
"Topanh;

Their question must have been prompted by
Jesus' words about the kingdom of God, but it
betrays a misunderstanding similar to that of
the couple on the Emmaus road who had
hoped that Jesus was the one who would
redeem Israel (cf. Lk 24:21).

Wev oV  can be translated 'so then'

ol uev ovv is a common phrase in Acts for
beginning a new section of the narrative. It
acts as a link with the preceding section, cf.
1:18; 2:41; 5:41 ...

ovvelBOvteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
ovvepyouol come together,
assemble, meet

¢gpwtow ask, request, beg, urge

€l introduces a direct question €L €V T®
X00V®W TOVTW "are you now going to ..."

amokadiotnul reestablish, restore

They are still thinking of an earthly and
national kingdom, cf. Mk 10:35ff.

Verse 7

elmev 8¢ PO avTong, Ovy VUOVY 0TIV
yvoOvaL xoovous 1 kapolg odg O TaThP
£0eto v T1j 16la £Eovoia-

yv@val  Verb, aor act infin yivwokw

XOPOVOS 1 KALPOVS  (POVog refers to
passage of time. KaLPOG is time viewed as
occasion rather than extent, i.e. 'season', 'age’.
Hence A.V., 'times and seasons'. Bruce says,
"yoovovg refers to the time that must elapse
before the final establishment of the Kingdom;
koLpovg to the critical events accompanying
its establishment."

£€0eT0  Verb, 2 aor midd indic, 3 s TLONUL
set, appoint

idLog, 0, ov one's own

¢€ovowa, ag f authority, power

[Cf. Mk 13:32,

Verse 8

AMAO AMupeoBe dvvauly érehbdvTog 1o

aytov mvevpatog £ge vudc, Kol £0e00é pov

udptvpeg &v 1e ‘Tepovoainu kol [€v] mdon

th "Tovdaia kol Sapoapeiq kol £wg Eoydtou

Tiig yiig.

Mupeobe  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 2 pl
haupave

"It is important to remember that his promise
that they would receive power was part of his
reply to their question about the kingdom. For
the exercise of power is inherent in the concept
of a kingdom. But power in God's kingdom is
different from power in human kingdoms. The
reference to the Holy Spirit defines its nature.
The kingdom of God is his rule set up in the
lives of his people by the Holy Spirit. It is
spread by witnesses, not by soldiers, through a
gospel of peace, not a declaration of war, and
by the work of the Spirit, not by force of arms,
political intrigue or revolutionary violence."
Stott.

¢neldOvtog  Verb, aor act ptc, m & n gen s
£mepyou0lL  come, come upon

"Just as the Spirit came upon Jesus to equip
him for his public ministry [Lk 3:21-22; 4:14,
18], so now the Spirit was to come upon his
people to equip them for theirs." Stott.

UOPTVG, LapTUpos dat pl poOTLOLY m
witness

For OT background, cf. Is 43:10; 44:8 also Lk
24:48. For use in Acts 1:22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32;
10:39,41.

te enclitic particle and, both

¢wg  up to (of time or distance); as far as
goxatoc, m, ov adj last, final

yn, yns f earth

"The disciples were to be the true, 'restored'
Israel, fulfilling its mission to be a 'light to the
Gentiles' so that God's salvation might reach
'to the ends of the earth' (Isa 49:6)." Polhill.
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"The Church is the pilgrim people of God. It
is on the move — hastening to the ends of the
earth to beseech all men to be reconciled to
God, and hastening to the end of time to meet
its Lord who will gather all into one... It
cannot be understood rightly except in a
perspective which is at once missionary and
eschatological." Lesslie Nebigin, The
Household of God (quoted in Stott).

Jesus' answer breaks the small compass of
their imagination which was limited to Israel.
In his book The Missionary Nature of the
Church, Johannes Blauw argues that the
'centripetal missionary consciousness' of the
OT, the hope of the nations streaming to Zion,
is, with Jesus' resurrection, ascension and the
outpouring of the Spirit, replaced by
'centrifugal missionary activity'.

Verse 10

kol (¢ dreviCovreg foav eic TOV 0vpavOv
mopgvouévoy avtod, kal idov dvdpeg do
TOPELOTIKELOOY aVTOLS €V £001j0E0L
AevKAle,

dtevilw  fix eyes on, look intently at

A Lukan verb — 12 out of 14 NT occurrences
are in Lk-Acts.

mapeloTrkeloay  Verb, pluperf act indic, 3
pl mapLotTnuL and TAPLOTOV®
present, stand before

¢00foeol.  Noun, dat pl £06ng, ntog f
clothing

Aevkog, M, ov  white, shining

"The whole verse, including the promise of the
Spirit, the gift of power, and the geographical
instructions, forms a summary of the narrative
of Ac.; chs 1-7 are placed in Jerusalem, 8-9 in
Judaea and Samaria, and 10-28 take us step by
step from Caesarea to Rome." Bruce.

Verse 9

kal tadto elmwv PAETOVIOV adTOV
gmo0n, kal vepéln vrtéhafev ovTOV ATTO
TOV dPOOAUDV AVTOV.

"Luke has recorded the ministry of angels at
several crucial moments in his story. They
announced and attended the birth of Jesus [Lk
1:26ff.; 2:9-10, 13-15]. According to some
manuscripts an angel appeared in the garden of
Gethsemane to strengthen him [Lk 22:43].
And 'two men in clothes that gleamed like
lightning', later identified as angels,
proclaimed his resurrection to the women [Lk
24:4ff., 23]. So it entirely appropriate that
angels should now appear to interpret his
ascension." Stott.

Verse 11

The account of Jesus' ascension here at the
beginning of Luke's second volume
complements (rather than contradicts) and is
complemented by his account at the end of his
first volume (Lk 24:50ff.).

ol kol gtrwov, Avdpeg Takholo, Tl
goTrikate [EU]PAETOVTES €lC TOV OVPOVOV;
ovtog 6 'Incode 6 dvalnuedeic dgpe Hudv
£Lg TOV 0VPOvOV oVTmg ¢AevoeTal Ov
tooémoV £0ed00008 AVTOV TTOPEVOUEVOV ELg
TOV 0VPAVOV.

PAetw see, look

Breovtwv oty 'while they were looking',
'as they looked', NIV, "before their very eyes"

¢otfkote  Verb, perf act indic, 2 pl totnuL
pf stand, stand firm
gupiemtw look straight at, consider, see

€nnEBN aor pass éwalpw raise, lift up
vegeln, ng f cloud
vrohoufovew take away, remove

"The ascension narrative evokes rich biblical
reminiscences — the translations of Enoch and
Elijah, the cloud that enveloped Mt Sinai.
Indeed, clouds are often associated with
theophanies. One particularly thinks of the
transfiguration narrative of Luke 9:28-36. The
picture in Acts 1:9 is that of a cloud
enveloping Jesus as he disappeared from sight,
just as in Luke 9:34-36 the appearance of the
cloud led to the disappearance of Moses and
Elijah. The vivid pictorial depiction of Jesus'
ascension into heaven serves to give tangible
form to the apostles' testimony to the
exaltation of Christ." Polhill.

"The apostles' gaze into the sky is
understandable after witnessing such a
miracle. The angelic rebuke, however, is
necessary. Moments of high spiritual
experience are never ends in themselves. It
was time to come down from the mountain and
witness to what they had seen." Polhill.

Stott comments, "There was something
fundamentally anomalous about their gazing
up into the sky when they had been
commisioned to go to the ends of the earth. It
was the earth not the sky which was to be their
preoccupation... It is the same for us.

Curiosity about heaven and its occupants,
speculation about prophecy and its fulfilment,
an obsession with 'times and seasons' — these
are aberrations which distract us from our
God-given mission."

avoAnuebeic  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom s
avolopfave take up
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ovtwg adv. thus, in this way

ghevoetal  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 s
£0(OULOLL

TOOOG, OV m way, manner; ov t. inthe
same way as, as, like

Beoouor  see, look at, observe

Verse 14

0VTOL TAVTEC NOUV TPOOKAPTEPODVTES
OuoBvuadOV Tfi TPooEVYKf CVV YuvalEiv
kol Maptap tfi untel tod Incod kai tolg
adehpoic avtod.

"He was taken up in a cloud (v.9) and in glory
(1 Tim 3:16); the Son of man is pictured as
coming in the clouds (Dan 7:13; Mk 13:26;
14:62; Rev 1:7 etc.) and in great glory (Mk
13:26; Mt 25:31 etc.)." Bruce.

Stott adds, "Yet there will also be important
differences between his going and his coming.
Although his coming will be personal, it will
not be private like his ascension. Only the
eleven apostles saw him go, but when he

(1)

comes 'every eye will see him'.

mavteg  Adjective, m nom pl oG
mpookaptepew devote oneself to,
continue in

Suggests an element of perseverence or
continuence (cf. 2:42).

ouobuvpadov adv with one mind, by
common consent, together

"A favorite adverb of Luke, who uses it 10
times (all in Acts). The only other NT
occurrence is in Rom 15:6." Bruce.

Day 159: Acts 1:12-19

Verse 12

TEOCEVYN prayer

Téte Déotpepav elg Tepovoolnu ATd
Spovg tod kahovuévov "Eraidvog, & éotuv
gyyvg “Iepovookniu cafpdtov Exov 6ddv.

"Prayer was the hallmark of the church in its
early days (cf. 1:24; 2:42; 3:1; 4:24; 6:6)."
Polhill.

They also spent these ten days in the temple,
praising God (cf. Lk 24:53). Stott comments,
"It was a healthy combination: continuous
praise in the temple, and continuous prayer in
the home."

tote then, at that time

vmooTpe@w return, turn back

0pog, ovg n mountain, hill

éhalwv, wvog m olive orchard
gyyvg adv near

660¢, ov f way, path, road, journey

yuvn, atkog f woman, wife

oappatov £xov 6dov literally, 'having a
sabbath's day's journey', i.e. there was about a
kilometre between Jerusalem and the mount of
Olives.

"Including no doubt those who accompanied
Jesus from Galilee (Lk 8:2) and those who
were present at the Cross and at the grave (Mt
27:55f.; Mk 15:40; 16:1; Lk 24:10; Jn 19:25)."
Bruce.

Moptap ™) untet Tov ‘Incov the last
recorded appearance of Jesus' mother. She
plays no part in the development of the church.

Verse 13

kal &te elofilbov, eig 1O Vepdov
avépnoay ol Roov Katouévovies, & te
ITétpog koi Twdvvng kal "Tdkwpog kal
Avdpéog, PilTTIog Kol Owudg,
BopOohopotog kol Mab0atog, "Tdkwpog
Algatov kal Zlpwv 6 Tnhwig kal
"Tovdag Takwpov.

TOLG AdEAOLS avTOV cp Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3.
They did not believe in Jesus before his death
(Jn 7:5) but were convinced by his
resurrection: Jesus appeared particularly to his
brother, James (1 Cor 15:7). Two of the four
named brothers, James and Jude, subsequently
wrote NT letters.

Verse 15

Ot1e conj when, at which time
VITEPWOV, OV n upstairs room

Maybe the room where the Last Supper was
held.

Kal ¢v talg Nuépatlg Totolg dvaotdg
[Ié1pog év uéow TV ddehedV elmev (v Te
Oyhog dvoudtov £l TO aVTO WOEL EKOTOV
elkool),

dvafalve go up, come up
kotouevew stay, live

Comparing the list of names in Mt 10:2ff, Mk
3:16ff and Lk 6:14ff it would seem that
"Tovdog ‘Takwpov of Luke/Acts (‘'Judas not
Iscariot' of Jn 14:22) is the same as Thaddeus
of Mt and Mk.

dvootag 2nd aor pte AvioTNUL intrans (in 2
aor & all midd) rise, stand up

ueooc, 1, ov middle; év ., eig u. inthe
middle, among

TV adehpwV used here of the Christian
community — including the women.

oxhog, ov m crowd, multitude
Ovoua, T0Og n  name, person
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|Here in the sense 'person', cf. Rev 3:4; 11:13.

Verse 18

71l 10 aVUTO 'altogether’. Bruce suggests that
this is used in a quasi technical sense, meaning
'in church fellowship', cf. 2:1,47; 1 Cor
11:18,20; 14:23.

OUtoc pgv odv éktrioato ywptov ék uodod
Thg Adikiog, kol TENVIG YEVOUEVOS
gNGknoev péoog, koi EEexV0n mavto T
omAdyyva avTtoD.

woel  like, as, about, approximately
¢katov one hundred
glkool  twenty

Polhill suggests that the number is significant
since in rabbinic tradition 120 was the
minimum required for the formation of a local
Sanhedrin which would consist of 12 men, one
member of council for each ten males. The
parallel here is not perfect since the 120
include the women.

It is argued by many (Calvin, Westcott & Hort,
Bruce, Polhill, Stott etc.) that verses 18 & 19
are not a continuation of Peter's words but are
an explanation added by Luke for the benefit
of those who would not otherwise have known
the history.

éktrjoato  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
KTOOWOL acquire, gain
¥wplov, ov n piece of land, field

Verse 16

‘Avdpeg ddelgot, £del mAnpwbijval v
YooV fv poelmev 10 mvedua 10 dylov
ALt oTOpaTog Aauid mepl "Tovda oD
yevouévov 6dnyod tolg ovihafodoly
"Inoodv,

"In Mt 27:7, it was the priests who bought the
Potter's Field with the thirty pieces of silver.
A common explanation (favoured, e.g., by
Jacquier) is that, considering the money as
legally belonging to Judas, they bought the
field in his name." Bruce.

£delL  Verb, imperf indic, 3 s (impers) ¢t
impersonal verb it is necessary

mAnpwOfival  Verb, aor pass infin tAnpow
fill, fulfill

mpokeyw say beforehand

otoud, Tog n mouth, utterance,
testimony

utobog, ov m pay, wages, reward

ddkra, ag f wrongdoing, evil, sin

monvng, e gen ovg headfirst or perhaps
swollen

vevduevog  Verb, aor ptc, mnom's YLVOUQL

Bruce (along with others who view this as a
medical term), argues that tpnvng could mean
'swell up'. The unusual and difficult phrase
has given rise to a number of variants.

|I.e. Ps 69:25 cited in v.20a.

"Tovdo. Noun, gens Tovdog

O66nyog, ov m guide, leader

ovAlofololv  Verb, aor act ptc, m dat pl
ovhAaupPavw  sieze, arrest

Verse 17

8tL katnEunuévos fv év Huiv kol Fhoev
OV KAfjpov Tfig dtakoviog Todtng.

éhdknoev  Verb, aor act indic Aokow
burst open

ueoog, m, ov middle

€EexV0n  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s ékyew
and ékyvvvw pour out, shed (blood)

omAayyvov, ov n one's inmost self; ta o.
entrails

Verse 19

katnobunuévog Verb, perf pass part, m
nom s KatapwOuew number; pass with
¢v be numbered among, be one of

Ehoyev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s hayyovw
fall to one by lot

kAnpog, ov m lot (of something thrown or
drawn to reach a decision), share, part

Kol YVwoTOv £YEVeTo TTAOoL TOTG
katotkoDowy "Tepovoairu, Mote kKAnOfval
1O YwpElov £KeTvo Th 101Q SLOAEKTW AVTAV
Axeldoudy, tobte Eotiy, Xwpiov
Aluaroc.

g\ou eV Tov KANpov g ... 'he had a part in
..., 'he shared in ...

owakovia, ag f ministry, service

Cf. Ps 41:9.

YVWOTOS, 1, OV Known, acquaintance

¢yéveto  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOULOL

kotolkew live, settle, inhabit

wote  so that, with the result that

kAnOfivar  Verb, aor pass infin KoAew

ékeLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that, those

idLog, o, ov one's own

dlahektog, ov f language

Akehdopay Akeldama (Aramaic, meaning
field of blood)

aipo, atoc f blood

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 32: Page 8




Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 32: Acts 1:1-26

Day 160: Acts 1:20-26

Verse 20

avootaolg, ewg f resurrection, raising up
elg, W, €v gen €vog, ULag, EVOg one

I'éypomral yap £v BiBAw Youdv,
TevnOrjto 1 Emaviig avtod Eonuog kol ui
g0t O KaTOLKDV €V aVTHh, Kat, Ty
grmLokormv ovtod Aafétw Etepoc.

"It is not suggested that the primary reference
of these two passages is to Judas. In so far,
however, as the character of Judas corresponds
to the description in Pss 69 and 109, these
passages could be applied to him." Bruce.
Longenecker says that these verses are applied
to Judas on 'the commonly accepted exegetical
principle of analagous subject'.

Note the way in which this psalm is used by
Jesus in Jn 15:25 (cf. also Jn 2:17; Rom 11:9-
10; 15:3).

On personal witness (especially of the
resurrection) as an essential for qualification as
an apostle, see 1 Cor 9:1; 15:8f.

"As such, the role of apostle was limited to the
Twelve. It was a unique, irreplaceable office
(Eph 2:20; Rev 21:14). There could be no
apostolic succession, since there were no
further eyewitnesses to succeed them."

Polhill.

Verse 23

kal fotnoav 6o, "Twong TOV KOAOVUEVOY
Bapoafpav, Og Emekhidn Todotog, kol
Moa66{av.

véypomtal  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s ypagpw

PpoAuog, ov m psalm, song

vevnOitw Verb, aor pass dep imperat, 3 s
YLVOULOLL

émavlig, ewg £ house, home

¢onuog, ov f deserted place; also £pvuog,
ov adj uninhabited, desolate

£0tw  Verb, pres act imperat, 3s €l

katolkew live, settle, inhabit

g¢otnoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl lotnuL
set, place

Metzger highlights the fact that the Western
reading éotnoev (D it*® Augustine)
emphasises the role of Peter. He says, "Here
and elsewhere in the Western text, one
recognises clearly the later point of view,
according to which Peter rules the church with
the authority of the monarchical episcopate."

| Ps 69:25 (LXX 68:26).

é¢mokonn, ng f office, place of service

The meaning here is the same as dLoKOvVLQL in
verses 17 and 25.

Ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two
¢rmekhiOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
¢mkakew call, name, surname

Verse 24

Mapétw  Verb, aor act imperat, 3 s Aaupovem
£tep0g, o, ov other, another, different

Kol TpooevEduevol elay, SV kpLe,
KaPOLOYVAOTO TAVTOV, AvAadeltEov Ov
£EeMEEw €k TOVTWVY TV S0 Eval

| Ps 109:8 (LXX 108).

TTPOCEVYOUOL pray

Verse 21

SET olV TOV oVVEADSVTIWV UV AvOpDV év
TOVTL XeOvw @ elofilOev kol ¢EfADeV Eqe
Nudg 6 kvpLog "Inoode,

OeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must

ovvepyoual come together; here =
accompany

¥povog, ov m time, period of time

glogpyouar enter, go in, come in

Verse 22

The aorist participle here introduces the
prayer, "they prayed saying ...", not, "after they
had prayed they said ..."

Kvpte The prayer is probably addressed to
Jesus. He is the one who chooses and appoints
apostles.

KopdLoyvwotng, ov m knower of hearts

Cf. 15:8. ..ta is the vocative ending for Ist
declension nouns ending in ...Ng

ApEduevog dmd tod famtionarog
Todvvov foc thig fuépag fig dvelriugon
A MUAV, paptTupa Tig dvaotdosmg
otod ovv MUV yevéoDar Eva tovTmv.

AvadelEov  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
dvadekvoul  show clearly

¢EeMéEw Verb, aor midd dep indic, 2 s
¢kheyopor choose, select

Verse 25

dpEGuevog  Verb, aor midd ptc, m nom s
dpyw midd begin

dveMjudn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
avoropfave take up

udptupo  Noun, acc s UOPQTVG, UAOTVPOS
m witness

MaBetv OV ooV Thig dakoviag TanTng
kol drrooTtoMig, dgpe g maeépn "Tovdag
mopevdfivol gig TOV TOTOV TOV 1dL0V.

MaBetv - Verb, aor act infin Aaufave
TOTTOG, oV m place

otakovia, ag f ministry, service
dmootoAn, ng f apostleship, mission
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mapéfn  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s mopaforve
turn away, leave

mopevOnvol aor infin Topgvoual go,
proceed

Postscript

glg TOV TOToV TOV LoV i.e. 'to the place he
deserves/fitting for him' NIV "... to go
where he belongs"

Verse 26

Kol £dwkav kAjpovg avtole, kal meoev O
kAflpog €l Mad0Biov, kol ovykateypngiodn
UETOL TOV EvOeKO ATTOOTOAWV.

gdwkav  Verb, aor act indic, 3pl ddwuL
kAnpog, ov m lot (of something thrown or
drawn to reach a decision)

"The stage is now set for the Day of Pentecost.
The apostles have received Christ's
commission and have seen his ascension. The
apostolic team is complete again, ready to be
his chosen witnesses. Only one thing is
missing: the Spirit has not yet come. Though
the place left vacant by Judas has been filled
by Matthias, the place left vacant by Jesus has
not yet been filled by the Spirit. So we leave
Luke's first chapter of the Acts with the 120
waiting in Jerusalem, persevering in prayer
with one heart and mind, poised ready to fulfil
Christ's command just as soon as he has
fulfilled his promise." Stott.

"We should have expected éfolov rather
than édwkav, but'to give a lot' is the Hebrew
idiom... In the OT the casting of lots was a
recognised way of ascertaining the divine will
(Prov. 16:33). For the employment of Urim
and Thummim for this purpose, see 1 Sam
14:41 LXX. There is no record of the
disciples resorting to this procedure after
Pentecost." Bruce.

Drawing attention to the procedure used in
selecting Matthias, Stott comments, "Leaving
aside this fourth factor [the casting of lots],
because the Spirit has now been given us, the
remaining three (Scripture, common sense [in
deducing the necessay qualifications] and
prayer) constitute a wholesome combination
through which God may be trusted to guide us
today."

gmeoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s muttw  fall

ovykateyneiobn  Verb, aor pass dep indic,
3 s ovykataynelouatr be enrolled
with, be included among

gvdeka  eleven

The suggestion of Campbell Morgan that the
appointment of Matthias was wrong and that
Paul was the twelfth apostle of God's
appointment is misguided and fails to do
justice to the witness of this chapter.
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