Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 37: Acts 5:25-7:8

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 37 — Acts 5:25-7:8

Day 181: Acts 5:25-32

Verse 25

TOPAYEVOUEVOS OE TLG ATttjyyelhey avTolg
Ot Idov ol Gvdpeg olg €0e0be év T
@uloki elotv év 10 tepd E0TMTES Kal
OLOAOKOVTEG TOV hOV.

mopoyevouevog  Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m
noms JTOQOYLVOUGL Ccome, arrive,
appear

dmoyyehw announce, proclaim

£0e00e  Verb, aor midd indic, 2 pl TLOnUL
midd put, place

qulokn, ng f prison, imprisonment

tepov, ouv n temple, temple precincts

gotteg  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl
totnut pf stand, stand firm
owaokw teach

Verse 26

toTE ArteMOwv 6 oTPATNYOS OVV TOTG
vneétalg Nyev avTovg, ov uetd Blog,
gpopotivto yap tOv Aaodv, u MbacbdoLv.

tote then, at that time

OTPATNYOS see v.24

VIINEETNS  see v.22

pua, ag f force, violence, use of force

pofeouat fear, be afraid (of)

MBaoBDowv  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
MBoCw stone

"The only reason the apostles finally appeared
before the Council was their own willingness
to do so. And they were willing to do so
because the events of the night had convinced
them once more that they were very much in
God's hands." Polhill.

Verse 27

Ayaydvteg 68 avTovg fotnoav £v T
oVvedPLW. Kol EmNEWwINoey ovTovg O
APYLEPEVS

dyaydvieg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl dyw

gotmoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl totnut

énepwtow ask, interrogate, question

apyLepeve, wg m high priest, member of
high priestly family

Verse 28

AMywv, [OV] mapayyehia Topnyyeihouey
VULV W1} SLOAOKELY ETTL TG OVOUATL TOVTW;
kal 1oy memhnpwkote TV Iepovooiiu
Thg dudayfic VudV, kol fovieode
gmoryoryelv e fudc 1o alpo Tod
avOpwTov TOVTOV.

o is omitted from p’* x* A B er al. Metzger
writes, "A majority of the Committee
interpreted the absence of 00 from several
witnesses as due to their desire to transform
thereby the high priest's question into a rebuke.
In view, however, of the weight of the external
evidence supporting the shorter reading, it was
decided to print 0¥ within square brackets."
However, Metzger himself favours the shorter
reading.

mopayyella, ac order, command,
instruction
mopayyeAhw command, instruct

|A Semitism.

sinpow fill, make full, fulfill
dwdaym, ng f teaching, what is taught
foviounor want, desire, wish, intend, plan
gmayayely  Verb, aor act infin €mmayw

bring upon
aipo, atog f blood

| Compare Matt 27:25.

Note the high priest avoids mention of the
name Jesus.

Verse 29

amokpdeig 6¢ TIETPog Kol ol ATOOTOAOL
eimav, IelBapyely det Oe®d uddhov 1
avOpwIToLg.

amokplbelc  Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom s
dmokpLvouol  answer, reply, say

Peter's response is a mini-sermon!

melbopyew obey, listen to
oeL it is necessary, must, should, ought
ualiov adv more; rather

Verse 30

6 0g0¢ TOV TATEPWV NUMV TYELOEV
Inoodv, Ov Vuels dieyxerpioaode
kpeudoavteg &t EVhov:

fyelpev Bruce thinks here is probably a
reference to the inauguration of Jesus' ministry
rather than his resurrection, cf. 3:26, but this is
questionable.

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 37: Page 1



Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 37: Acts 5:25-7:8

dLexelptoaobe  Verb, aor midd indic, 2 pl
oayerptlonar  kill, murder

kpendoavieg Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
kpeuavvuul hang

gvlov, ov n wood, tree, cross

Literally, 'sawn in two', i.e. to be torn apart
with anger.

An allusion here to Dt 21:22f., cf. 10:39; Gal
3:13.

Verse 31

fovAiouar desire, wish, intend
avehelv  Verb, aor act infin dvalpew do
away with, kill, destroy

Verse 34

tobdtov 6 0edg dpyMyOV Kal cwthoa
Vpwoev Tf 6eE1d avtod, [tod] dodval
uetdvoray 10 "Topanh kai dgpeoty
AUAOTLOV.

AvaoTdg 6¢ TIg év T@ ovvedpiw PapLoatog
ovopatt Fapohnh, vouodiddokarog
Tiuog mavti T Aad, ékéhevoey EEw
Boayv Tovg dvOpwiovg motfioal,

apynyos, ov m leader, founder,
originator

Bruce sees allusions to Judges — God raising
up leaders and saviours for his people.

owTNE, NEOS m saviour

Mpow exalt, lift up, raise

ogELog, a, ov right, deEla right hand

dobval verb, aor act infin dLdwWL

uetavola, og f repentance, change of
heart

dgeolg, ewg f forgiveness, cancellation
(of sins)

Verse 32

Kol NUeElg fouev UAPTVPES TOV PNUATWY
ToVTWV, Kol TO veduo tO dywov O Edwkev
0 Be0g Totg melbapyoDoLy avTd.

UOOTVG, WAETVPOG dat pl papPTULOLY m
witness

|Cf. 1:8; 2:32f; 3:15.

onua, atog n word, thing, matter

| Here probably 'things' rather than 'words'.

gdwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dLdwUL
nelopyew obey, listen to

Perhaps an allusion to the words of v.29. Stott
comments, "Thus the sermon began and ended
with a reference to obeying God. God's people
are under obligation to obey him, and if they
do so, even though they may suffer when they
have to disobey human authorities, they will
be richly rewarded by the ministry of the Holy
Spirit."

Day 182: Acts 5:33-42

Verse 33

Ol 8¢ dkovoovTeS dLETPLOVTO Kail
gBoVAOVTO Avelelv 0vTOVC.

dlemptovro  Verb, imperf pass indic, 3 pl
dwamplopot  be furious or enraged

Bruce provides the following summary
concerning the Pharisees. "In Hellenistic times
the pious members of the community, the
hasidim, who spent their time in studying the
Law (oral as well as written) and expounding
its application to the circumstances of the day,
opposed the poular Hellenizing tendencies. In
the conflict precipitated by Antiochus
Epiphanes (175-163 B.C.), they lent their
support to the Maccabees in the struggle for
religious freedom, but once this was gained
they held aloof from the fight for political
independence, strongly disapproving of the
self-seeking policies of the later Hasmoneans
and their assumption of the High Priesthood.
This is the most probable explanation of their
nickname, 'the separated ones'. Till the nation
came under Roman overlordship, which they
regarded as a national punishment, they were
regularly in opposition to the ruling party,
except under Queen Salome Alexandra (76-67
B.C.). Under Herod (37-4 B.C.) their power
increased, but in NT times they were in a
minority on the Sanhedrin, though their
popular support was such that their opponents
could not disregard them. Cf. Jos. Ant 18.1.4,
according to which the Sadducean magistrates
professed Pharisaic principles in order to win
popular goodwill... The expression GpYLEQELS
kor PopLoalol combines both elements in the
Sanhedrin: cf. Mt 21:45; 27:62; Jn 7:32, 45;
11:47, 57; 18:3. The influence of the
Pharisees was enhanced by the fact that the
scribes (see on 4:5) belonged chiefly to their
party: cf. the common collocation 'scribes and
Pharisees' in the Gospels. They were accepted
by the people as religious patriots and spiritual
leaders. They consistently refused to
countenance aspirations to political
independence, and after the fall of Jerusalem
in A.D. 70 it was they who preserved some
measure of national continuity in Palestine, by
reconstituting the Sanhedrin for certain limited
purposes and by continuing the study of the
Law at Jabneh. Unlike the Sadducees, they
believed in the resurrection of the dead and in
the existence of a spirit world."
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TopoAinh Teacher of Saul of Tarsus (22:3),
belonged to the more liberal school of Hillel
(his grandfather). A celebrated teacher of the
law.

dteMibnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
dlohvw  scatter, disperse

Verse 37

vouodldookahog, ov m teacher of the
law, interpreter of the law

TLULOG, O, OV precious, held in honour

kehevw order, command

¢Ew adv. out, outside

Boaxvg, o, v little, short, small

uetd todrov dvéotn ‘Tovdag 6 Tahholog
év Tl uépalg thg dmoypogfic kol
améotnoev Aadv dmiom ovTod” kdkelvog
Amwheto, Kol mdvieg ool £meibovio avTd
dLeokopmiodnooy.

| The neuter here meaning 'for a little while'.

molfjoor  Verb, aor act infin mwolew

Verse 35

"Tovdag 6 T'ahhatog Spoken of by
Josephus as one who opposed the census
carried out by Quirinius in AD6. His
unsuccessful revolution gave rise to the
Zealots.

eLTéV T€ TPOC aTONS, AVOPES
"TopamAttol, mpootyete £0vTols €l TG
avOpwitoLg TovToLg Ti UEANETE TPAOOELY.

Luke's knowledge of what happened may have
come from Gamaliel via Paul.

mpooeyw pay close attention to, watch out
ueMw  be going, be about, intend
npaoow practice, do

Verse 36

damoypagn, ng f registration, census

dméotnoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
dguotopal trans incite to revolt

omiow after, behind

KGKELVOG, 1), O contraction of KoL €KELVOC
and that one, and, he also

AdmwAeto  Verb, aor midd indic, 3 s
dmolhvul midd be lost, perish, die

dLeokopmiotnoay  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
oLaokopmilw scatter

PO YAP TOVTWV TOV NUEPAV dvEéoT
Oevdac, Mywv gival Tva fovtdy, O
TPOOEKALON AvopdV dpLBudg Mg
TETPOKOOLWV* Og dvnoédn, kol avreg ool
gnmeibovto avt®d dLehbnoay kal £yévovio
elg oVdEV.

Gamaliel was perhaps optimistic in thinking
that this revolt (which gave rise to the Zealots)
had come to nothing.

Verse 38

According to Josephus, a magician called
Theudas led a large company to the Jordan,
promising that at a word of command he
would divide the river, that they might cross it
dryshod. Cuspius Fadus, who was procurator
at the time (c. 44-46), sent a body of cavalry
against them, who routed the multitude, and
brought the head of Theudas to Jerusalem.
However, this event would have occurred after
this speech of Gamaliel. Bruce suggests that
this is another Theudas who flourished before
AD 6 (see the following verse).

kol Td viv Aéyw vuly, dmdomte 4o Thv
AvOpwITwv TOUTWV Kal dgete avTovg OTL
gav 1 €€ dvBpwmwy 1) Bovkr abity fi 1O
£oyov 100710, KaTohvbjoeTOL:

Mywv gival Tiva éavtdy perhaps 'claiming
to be Messiah'

kot Ta vuv 'and in the present case'

améotnte  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
dguotopal intrans leave, go away

agumu leave, let alone

N Verb, pres subj, 3s el

fouvin, nc f purpose

kataAvOgoetar  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s
katalvw trans destroy, tear down; pass
come to naught

Verse 39

TPooeKAlON  Verb, aor pass dep indic, 3 s
TTOOOKALVOUOL join

apbuog, ov m number, total

TETPOKOOLOL, at, o four hundred

avnegdn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s dvailpew
kill, destroy

600g, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as; pl. as many as, all

éneiBovro  Verb, imperf pass indic, 3 pl
nelbw persuade, win; pass be a
follower of

et 6t gk Beod £otLv, oV dvvijoeabe
katohboar ovTovg - ufjmote Kai Ogoudiot
evpebfite. émetobnooy 8¢ avT,

unmote lest, otherwise

Beounaxog, ov opposing God

evpebfite  Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl €UpLOKW

émetobnoov  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
melBw convince, win over; pass obey,
listen to
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Gamaliel's words are telling, but must not be
treated as if they were absolutely true. There
are many forms of false religion, including
some which bear the name Christian, which
seem to stand the simplistic test of time.
However, it is true that a work of God's doing
cannot successfully be opposed — though for a
time it may seem to suffer eclipse. Stott
writes, "In the shorter run evil plans sometimes
succeed, while good ones conceived in
accordance with the will of God sometimes
fail. So the Gamaliel principle is not a reliable
index to what is from God and what is not."

Verse 42

TOOoGv Te fuépav €v T 1epd Kol KoTe
0lkoV 0VK £T00VTO dLOAOKOVTES KOl
evayyelMCouevol Tov XpLotdv, ‘Inoodv.

OO0V TE NUEPAV £V T LEPW KL KOT
OiKOV ... 'every day in the temple and from
house to house ...'

mavw  stop, keep from; midd stop,
cease

evayyeMCw act. and midd proclaim the
good news

Verse 40

KOl TTOOOKAAEOAUEVOL TOVG AITooTOMOVS
delpavteg wopiyyethav ut Aahelv €l td
ovouott Tod Inood kal dmélvooy.

tov Xptotov, ‘Inoouvv 'of Jesus, the Christ',
i.e. they proclaimed the good news that Jesus
was (and is) the Messiah. The 'teaching'
probably took place in homes and 'preaching’
in the temple.

mpookaieoduevol  Verb, aor midd dep ptc,
mnom pl ;pookaieonor call to
oneself, summon

delpavteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl depw
beat

Day 183: Acts 6:1-7

Chapters 6-8

"The flogging referred to was the customary
punishment used as a warning not to persist in
an offence. It consisted of thirty-nine lashes,
often referred to as the forty less one (cf. 2 Cor
11:24). Based on the provision for forty
stripes given in Deut 25:3, the practice had
developed of only giving thirty-nine in the
event of miscounting, preferring to err on the
side of clemency rather than severity. It was
still a cruel punishment. With bared chest and
in a kneeling position, one was beaten with a
tripled strap of calf hide across both chest and
back, two on the back for each stripe across
the chest. Men were known to have died from
the ordeal." Polhill.

"Chapters 6-8 may be described as transitional.
They show Christianity breaking out of the
bounds of its Jewish heritage, taking a first
step towards its mission to the wider world.
This is more than a story of the geographical
spread of Christianity. It is much more the
story of the gospel becoming a truly universal
gospel, breaking the racial, national and
religious barriers in which it was born and
carrying out a genuinely worldwide witness. It
is the triumphant story of the inclusive
gospel." Polhill.

Verse 1

mapoyyeAhw command, instruct
dmohvw release, set free, send away

Verse 41

"Ev 8¢ talc fuépalg tavtalg mTAnduvovtwy
TOV LoONTOV £YEVETO YOYYVOUOS TV
EAviotdv mpodg tovg ‘Efpaiovg, OtL
mopedewpoDvTo v Tf dLakovig Ti
kaOnuepwvii ai yfpal adtdv.

Ol ugv oV €mopevovTo yatpoves Amod
TPOOWITOV ToD oVvedpiov OTL
katnELwOnoayv vep tod OVOpaTOog
atuaodfvor

8¢ talg Nuépalg Tavtolg introduces a new
section. Maybe five years after Pentecost.

¥aLpw rejoice, be glad

kotnElwOnoov  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
kataglow count worthy, make worthy

dtwwoaodfivor  Verb, aor pass infin dTipualw
treat shamefully, dishonour

mAnfuvew increase, multiply
uabntng, ov m disciple, pupil, follower
yoyyvouog, ov m complaining, quarreling

The cognate verb is used in the LXX to denote
the 'murmuring' of the Israelites against Moses
(cf. Ex 16:7; Num 14:27; 1 Cor 10:10).

There is a supernatural quality about the lives
of these disciples. They act in ways which are
quite 'unnatural'.

‘EAAnviomng, ov m Hellenist (one who
uses the Greek language and customs)

The word here refers to Greek speaking
Christian Jews, though in 11:20 it is used of
Gentiles. The Greek speaking Jews would
have had separate synagogues from the
Aramaic speakers (cf. v.9), and so tended to
form a separate community.
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‘Epparog, ov m Hebrew person

Here used of Hebrew or Aramaic speaking
Jews

napeBewpolivto  Verb, imperf pass indic, 3

pl mapaBewpew overlook, neglect
owokovia, ag f ministry, contribution
kaBnueptvog, n, ov  daily

"We gather that a daily distribution was made
out of the common funds provided by the
voluntary pooling of resources (2:44f; 4:34f)."
Bruce.

ynoao, og f widow

Widows would have been in special need, cf.
Jas 1:27; 1 Tim 5:9ff.

The apostles refused to wait on tables, not
because it was beneath their dignity, but
because they had other pressing work to do
which it would have been wrong of them to
neglect. Stott writes, "The issue was more ...
than one of cultural tension. The apostles
discerned a deeper problem, namely that social
administration (both organising the
distribution and settling the complaint) was
threatening to occupy their time and so inhibit
them from the work which Christ had
specifically entrusted to them, namely
preaching and teaching."

Verse 2

Verse 3

mpookoleoduevol 8¢ ol dwdeka TO TAfOog
OV nadNTOV elmav, Ovk dpeotdv ¢oTLv
Nudc kotareipavrog tOv Aoyov 10D Oeod
OLOKOVELY TPATTECOLG

gmokéPaoe 6¢, ddelgot, dvdpag € Hudv
UOPTVPOVUEVOVS ETTTO TANPELS TTVEVUATOS
kal copiag, olg KataoTroouev &l Thg
¥poetag Tavng:

mpookoleoduevol  Verb, aor midd dep ptc,
m nom pl ;pookaieouar call to
oneself, summon

mAnBog, ovg n crowd, multitude

é¢moképaoOe  Verb, aor midd dep imperat, 2
pl émokemrtouar look upon or after,
visit, look out for

uapTupew bear witness, testify; pass be
well spoken of

Note that the larger congregation were
involved in the matter of addressing this
problem. The apostles did not merely had
down a decision or command.

'of whom good witness is borne' i.e. of good
repute, cf. 10:22; 16:2; 22:12.

dpeotog, M, ov pleasing; ovk dpeoTov
gotv it is not right

kotohewtw leave, neglect, abandon

OLOKOVEW serve, wait on

Having noted that the verb Oiakovew is used
here, Bruce says, "These words are not used
here in any restricted or technical sense. Nor
are the Seven called dvokovol, though of
course they were OLokovol in the ordinary
sense of 'servants'. It is an anachronism to
apply to to NT persons and conditions names
which have acquired a stereotyped
ecclesiastical sense. The NT has, generally
speaking, no technical vocabulary for
functions in the churches and for those who
discharge them but uses ordinary Greek words,
which had best be rendered by ordinary
English words."

£7TOL seven

TANPENG, €C (sometimes not declined) full,
complete, full-grown

oogua, ag f wisdom, insight, intelligence

kataotioouev  Verb, fut act indic, 1 pl
kaBwotnue  put in charge, appoint

xpewa, ag f need, want

"They were not, however, restricted to this
service: Stephen and Philip, for example,
shone as public speakers. The NT force of
xpewa is usually 'need', but in Hellenistic Gk. it
generally means 'office, as here." Bruce.

Verse 4

Nuets 8¢ T Tpoogvyf kal tfi drakovig ToD
AOYOV TPOOKOOTEPOOUEY.

mpookaptepew devote oneself to,
continue in

toameCa, ng f table, food, meal

L.e. in the reglar worship of the church. Stott
comments, "It is noteworthy that now the
Twelve have added prayer to preaching
(probably meaning public as well as private
intercession) in specifying the essence of the
apostles' ministry. They form a natural couple,
since the ministry of the word, without prayer
that the Spirit will water the seed, is unlikely
to bear fruit."
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Verse 5

kal fjpeoev 6 Adyog évomiov mavtog tod
hifovg, kal ¢EelEEavTto ZTégavoy,
dvdpa ThreNg TLoTEWS KAl TVEVUOTOS
aytov, kal ®ilmov kal pdyopov kal
Nikdvopa kal Tipwva kol ITapuevay ko
NikOAaov TPoohAVTOV AvTioyia,

o7

fjoeoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dpe0K®
please

évwrmov prep with gen before, in the

presence of

Again, note the involvement of the entire
congregation.

gxheyouor choose, select

motig, ewg f faith, trust, belief

TPOONAVTOS, OV m proselyte (a convert to
Judaism)

Note that all have Greek names. "They were
probably regarded as the leaders of the
Hellenists in the church. Their appointment,
therefore, was a step forward towards the
equality of Jew and Gentile in the church,
although there was as yet no question of
admitting Gentiles who were not already
proselytes." Bruce.

Verse 6

olig £otnoav Evarmov TV ATooTOAWY, Kol
TPO0oeVEGUEVOL EéOMKay adTolg TOC
XETPOS.

gotmoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl totnut

TPOOEVYOUNL pray

gnéOnkav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
g¢mTiOnue  place on

xevp, xewpog f hand

"The ceremony in this case indicated the
conferring of authority by the twelve on the
seven whom the people had chosen. See
further on 8:17; 9:17; 13:3; 19:6 for various
circumstances in which a similar ceremony
took place. The root idea seems to have been
the transference of something already
possessed by the person performing the
ceremony; so in Lev 4:4; 16:21 ... [it] is used
in connection with the sin-offering for the
symbolical transference of sin." Bruce.

Stott comments, "A vital prinviple is illustrated
in this incident, which is of urgent importance
to the church today. It is that God calls all his
people to ministry, that he calls different
people to different ministries, and that those
called to 'prayer and the ministry of the word'
must on no account allow themselves to be
distracted from their priorities."

Verse 7

Kai 6 Adyog 100 0g0D niEavev, kai
EmAnOvveTo 6 dpLOUOS TOV naONTOV Ev
"Tepovoolnu 0@ddpa., oA T GYhog TAV
lepéwv Vjkovov Tfj mioTet.

"This verse is one of several reports of
progress which serve to punctuate the sections
of the narrative of Ac.: cf. 9:31; 12:24; 16:5;
19:20; 28:31.

avEovw and ovEw grow, spread,
increase

Note the imperfect tenses denoting continuous
action.

mAnbuvw increase, multiply, spread
dpbuog, ov m  number, total
o@odpa.  very much, greatly

lepeve, ewg m priest

vakovw obey, be subject to

For a similar phrase relating obedience to
faith, see Rom 1:5.

Day 184: Acts 6:8-15

Verse 8

Ztégavog 8t TANENg xdoLTog Kal
duvauewg émoiel Tépata Kal onueta
ueydha v 1d Aad.

TANENS  see v.5
xopLg, 1tog £ grace

Of the phrase 'grace and power' Campbell
Morgan comments, "sweetness and strength ...
merged into one personality."

TEQOTO KOL ONUELD.  see 2:22,43; 4:30; 5:12

| See also 7:36; 8:13; 14:3.

ueyag, ueyoAn, ueyo large, great
Aaog, ov m people, a people

| L.e. the Jewish people.

Verse 9

avéotnoav 6¢ Tiveg TV £k Thig ovvaywyfig
thig Aeyouévng Aeptivov kai Kvpnvaimy
kol ANeEavdpéwv kal TdV dmd Kihikiog
kai Aotog ovlntodvieg @ Ste@dvy,

AiBeptivog, ov m Freedman (either a
former slave or a descendant of former
slaves)

Kvpnvatog, ov m a Cyrenian

AleEavdpevg, emg m  an Alexandrian

Kuhkra, ag f Cilicia
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Some argue that there are 5 synagogues
mentioned here but Bruce thinks that the
reference is to only one, made up of Jewish
freedmen from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia and
Asia. This, suggests Bruce, is the synagogue
Paul would have attended — he was a Cilician
Jew.

ovinrew argue, discuss, question

Verse 10

kal ok toyvov dvilotfivol Tf cogia kol
O Tvevpaty @ EMGeL.

loyvw be strong, be able, be sufficient
avOwotnu  resist, oppose, withstand

|Lit. 'stand against' dvTL + LOTNUL

cogLla, ag f wisdom, insight, intelligence
hadew speak, talk

|Cf. Lk 21:15.

Verse 11

to1E VTéPolov Gvdpag héyovtog OTL
Axnkéouev avtod harodvrog drinata
BrGognua gic Mwibofiv kal tOv 0gdv-

tote then, at that time
vofalhw  put (someone) up to
(something), bribe

Not being able to defeat his arguments they
resort to bribes and slander.

mavw  stop, keep from
onua, atog n see v.11.
koto  with gen, against
Tomog, ov m place

"With the terms of Stephen's accusation we
may compare the charges brought against
Christ (Mk 14:56ff, 64) and against Paul (Acts
21:28). As in our Lord's accusation, so in
Stephen's the charges were perversions of what
had actually been said. What Stephen had said
may be judged from the tenor of his reply.

His declaration (7:48) that the Most High does
not dwell in temples made with hands might
easily be interpreted as blasphemy 'against this
holy place'. It is clear that Stephen advanced
beyond the apostles' earlier position in relation
to official Judaism, and saw more clearly the
inevitability of a break. In more ways that one
he was a forerunner of Paul and of the writer
to the Hebrews." Bruce.

Verse 14

aknkdouev yop ovtod Aéyoviog Otu
"Inocodc 6 NaZmwpatog obtog kataldoel
OV ooV TodTtoVv kol GAAGEEL T £0m G
mopédwkev Uy Mwiiofic.

aknkdouev  see v.11
kotohvw destroy, tear down, do away
with

aknkdouev  Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl dkovw

onua, atog n word, thing, matter

proognuog, ov speaking against God,
blasphemous, slanderous

| Cf. Num 15:30.

Compare Mk 14:58, also Jn 2:19-22.

dMaoow change, alter, exchange

¢0oc, ovg n custom, practice

mapedwkev Verb, perfact indic, 3 s
napaddwul hand or give over

Verse 12

ovveklivnodv 1e 1OV AadVv kal Tovg
TEEOPVTEPOVS KoL TOVS YOOUUOTETS, Kal
E7TLOTAVTES GLUVIPTTAOOY ADTOV KAl Tyoryov
elg 10 oVVESPLOV,

ovykivew  stir up, arouse

peoutePog, o, ov elder

YOOUUATEVS, Ewg m  scribe, expert in
Jewish law

épuotnuL come up to, approach, appear

ovvopnalw seize, drag

flyayov Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl dyw

Verse 13

gotmodv te udptvpag Pevdetg Aéyovtag, O
dvBpwmog 0UTog 0V TOVETOL AAADV
ofuata kotd 100 Tdov 10D dylov
[tovTov] kai ToD vouou:

UaPTVG, LoPTUPOS dat pl pwopTLOLY m
witness
Pevdne, e false, lying

"Out of the mouths of his accusers we have
here a tribute to Stephen's far-sighted
comprehension of what was involved in the
Gospel. No wonder his teaching was
anathema to orthodox Jews!" Bruce.

Stott comments, "So far as we can tell,
Stephen was teaching much the same as Jesus
taught. The false witnesses accused him of
saying that Jesus of Nazareth would destroy
the temple and change the law. That is, they
portrayed the work of Christ in negative,
destructive terms. But what Stephen was
really doing was preaching Christ, positively
and constructively, as the One in whom all that
the Old Testament foretold and foreshadowed
is fulfilled, including the temple and the law."

Verse 15

kol dtevioavteg gig avTOv mhvieg ol
kaBeCouevor év T@ ovvedplw eldov 1O
TEOOWITOV VT MOEL TPOOWITOV
ayyéhov.

dtevilw fix eyes on, look intently at
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koBeCouor sit down, seat oneself, sit

€idov  Verb, aor act ind, Is & 3pl 6paw
see, observe

TPOOWITOV, oV n face, appearance

woel  like, as

Compare the face of Moses which shone on

his transfiguration (Mt 17:2). Stott comments,
"Was it not God's deliberate purpose to give
the same radiant face to Stephen when he was
accused of opposing the law as he had given to
Moses when he received the law? In this way
God was showing that both Moses' ministry of
the law and Stephen's interpretation of it had
his approval.”

his return from Sinai (Ex 34:29ff) and Christ at

Day 185: Acts 7:1-8

Verse 1

[ ’

Elmev 8¢ 6 dpyepeve, El tabta olitwg
Eyel;

dpyepeve, ewg m high priest, member of
high priestly family

El tovto ovtwg €xel
so?'

'are these things

Verses 2ff. — Stephen's Speech

The themes of Stephen's speech are:
i) God cannot be tied down to any particular

when they are a 'pilgrim people'.

ii) The OT portrays God's people constantly
turning away from him. This rebellion has
reached its climax in the rejection of
Christ, both in his crucifixion and now in
the continuing opposition of the Jewish
leaders to the gospel.

iii) God fulfils his word and promises despite
the failures of his people.

land or place. His people are closest to him

Verse 2

6 8¢ Egn, Avdpeg ddehgol kal ToTépeg,
dkovoote. O 0eog Tfig OGENS Hybn Td
ToTElL UV ABpadu v év T
Meoomotouia el 1j katolkfoar adTov £v
Xoppdv,

gpn  Verb, imperf act ind, 3s gnui say
00ta, ng f glory

0 Beog g SOENG  see Ps 29:3 (LXX 28).

@O Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s Opaw trans
see; pass. appear

mow and tpwv 1 before

katolkew live, settle, inhabit

Xappav f Haran

Compare Gen 15:7 with Gen 11:31-12:5.

Verse 3

kol elmev mpog avtdv, "EEede €k Thic yic
oov kali [£k] Thig ovyyevelog oov, kol
dedpo eig v yfv iv dv oot delEw.

| Quotation from Gen 12:1.

ovyyevela, ac f kindred, relatives
devpo adv. come, come here

The adverb dgvpo is commonly used as a
verb, cf. v.34 and the plural formation devte
Mt 11:28 etc.

delEw Verb, fut act indic, 3 s detkvuuL
show, reveal

Verse 4

toTE £€eMBv £k Yiig Xahdalwv KaTOKNoeY
év Xappdv. kdkelfev petd 1O dmobavelv
TOV atépa avTod UETHKLOEY 0DTOV Elg
™V yiiv tavtny eig fiv Duelg viv
KOTOLKETTE,

tote then, at that time
£€eMBwv  Verb, aor act ptc, nom m s

£Egpyouol

"In Gen 11:27-12:5 Terah is represented as the
leader of the expedition from Ur to Haran.
Terah would be the recognised leader while he
lived, even though Abraham was the movng
spirit." Bruce.

kdkebev and from there — formed from
Ko £KeLdgv

dmoBavelv aor infin dmobvnokw die

uetokiLw make to move, send off

|Understand 0 Beog as subject.

Verse 5

Kol 00k EdWKEV 00T KANEOVOUioy €v
avtfi 00dE Bhlua modde, kai éxnyyellato
dodval avtd eig Katdoyeov adTV Kol TQ
oméppatt avtod pete avtdv, ovk Gvrog
avTY TEKVOU.

g€dwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s SLdwpuL

kAnpovouta, ag f inheritance, what is
promised

Bnua, Tog n judicial bench; (. modog
space enough for a foot

| The wording here reflects Dt 2:5

gnnyyeihato Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
gmaryyeAouar promise, profess, claim

dobval verb, aor act infin dLOwUL

KOTAOYEOLG, ewg f possession, taking
possession

omepua, Tog n seed, offspring

tekvov, ov n child; pl descendants

The quotation here is from Gen 17:8, cf. Gen
48:4; Dt 32:49.

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 37: Page 8



Reading The Greek New Testament Week 37: Acts 5:25-7:8

Verse 6

gLdAnoev 6¢ oltwg 6 Oedg OTL EoTan TO
omépua avtod mdpotkov év yii dhhotpiq,
Kol SOVAWOOVOLY aUTO KOl KOK®OOVOLY
gt tetpakdoLo”

ovtwg adv. thus

gotor  Verb, fut indic, 2 s eiut

| Quotation from Gen 15:13,14. |

TapoLkog, ov m  stranger, exile

dilotplog, a, ov  belonging to another

dovAwaoovolv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl
dovhlow enslave, make (someone) a
slave

kokwoovowv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl kakow
treat badly, be cruel to,

£t Noun, nom & acc pl £t0g, ovg n year

TETPOKOOLOL, at, o four hundred

Verse 7

kol 1O £0vog O £dv SovdevoovoLy KELV(D

¢yw, 6 Bedc elmev, kol uetd tadta

£EeheV00VTOL KOl AMATEEVOOVOIV woL £v T

TOTW TOVTW.

¢0vog, ovg n nation, people

kow® Verb, fut act indic, 1 s kpwvw judge

¢Eelevoovtar  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl
£Eepyouol

AATEEVW  serve, worship

See Ex 3:12. The place referred to in Exodus

was Sinai. Here Stephen applies it to

Jerusalem as the place of God's dwelling with

his people.

Verse 8

Kol €dwkev avtd duabrikny meprtoudic: kol
ovtwg £yévvnoev TOv "Toodk Kol
mepLétepey avtov i Huépa th 0yddn, kal
Toadk TOV Takwp, kol Takwp Tovg
dWOEKO TATOLAOYC.

oLaBnkn, ng covenant, will, testament
meplLtoun, ng f circumcision

See Gen 17:10.

oUTwg Bruce suggests here means 'in this
situation' i.e. "thus, while there was still no
holy place, all the essential conditions for the
religion of Israel were fulfilled."

vevvaw be father of, bear, give birth to;
pass be born, cause

mepLétepev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
TEQLTEUVQ  Circumcise

0yd00¢g, 1, ov eighth

Cf Gen 21:4. |

owdeko  twelve
TATPLOOYNS, OV m patriarch (one of the
noted ancestors of the Jewish nation)
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