Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 40: Acts 8:26-9:19a

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 40 — Acts 8:26-9:19a

Day 196: Acts 8:26-33

Verse 26

Ayyehog 0t kvptov EMdAnoev TPOg
dilmov Aéywv, AvAotOL Kal Topevov
Katd peonupptayv &l Ty 680V v
katofatvovoav 4o ‘Tepovoanu eig
TéCav: attn £otiv Epnuog.

Cf. v.29 which states that the Spirit directed
Philip.

dvdotndL  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
aviotnul rise, stand up
ueonuppra, ag f noon, midday, south

| The sense here is probably 'southwards'

katofatvovoav Verb, pres act pte, facc s
kotofalvey come or go down
¢onuog, ov f deserted place, desert

The old city of Gaza was destroyed in 93 BC
and a new city built in 57 BC a few miles
south of the old city, on the coast. The old
city, after its destruction was called Desert
Gaza to distinguish it from the new.

Verse 27

Kal avaoTag £ropevdn” kol idov avip
Aibioy gvvolyog duvdotng Kavddkng
Baoulioong AiOdTwy, Og v &l wdong
i vadlng avtfig, 6¢ éAnAv0eL
TPOoKVVHoWV £ig "Tepovoaiiu,

AiBoy, otoc m Ethiopian

Cf. Ps 68:38; Zeph 3:10. Stott comments,
"The 'Ethiopia’ of those days corresponded to
what we call 'the Upper Nile', reaching
approximately from Aswan to Khartoum."

gOvovEog, ov m eunuch

"Eunuchs were comonly employed as court
officials in Oriental lands until within recent
times. They had at an earler time been
excluded from the religious privileges of Israel
(Dt 23:1), but the removal of this ban is
announced in Isa 56:3ff." Bruce.

ouvaotng, ov m ruler, king
paolhooa, ng £ queen

Kavdakng faootiioong Candace was a
hereditary title of the Ethiopian queens who
reigned in Meroe, one of the two chief cities of
ancient Ethiopia or Cush (different from
modern Ethiopia).

yala, ng f treasury

| A Persian word by origin.

EéMAV0eL  Verb, pluperf act indic, 3 s

goyouat
TPOoKLveEw  worship

The future participle, used to express purpose,
is rare in the NT outside of Luke-Acts.

"The Ethiopian, if not a proselyte, was perhaps
one of the class of 'God-fearers' or 'devout
persons', loosely attached to Judaism (see on
2:10; 10:2)." Bruce.

Verse 28

MV 1€ Vmootpépwv kal kadruevog &t Tod
Gpuartog avtod kai dveyivwokev TOV
mpogritny "Hoofov.

kaBnuot  sit, sit down, live
dpuo, Tog n chariot, carriage

| Perhaps a covered wagon.

dvaywwokw read, read in public worship

| He would have been reading aloud.

Verse 29

elmev 8¢ 10 mvedpa 1@ DM,
ITpdoerbe kol KOMHONTL TQ Gpuatt
TOVTW.

For direct guidance by the Spirit, cf. 10:19;
13:2; 16:6f.; 19:1.

TPOOEPYOUTL come or go to, approach
koAMOnTL  Verb, aor pass dep imperat, 2 s
kolMaoual unite oneself with

Howard Marshall comments, "The way in
which the story is told bears some structural
resemblances to another story in which a
Stranger joined two travellers and opened the
Scriptures to them, took part in a sacramental
act, and then disappeared from view (Lk.
24:13-35)."

Verse 30

mPoodpauwy 8¢ O diALTITOG Tikovoev
avtod dvaywwokovtog "Hootov tOv
ooy, Kol elmev, Apd Ye YLVOOKeLS O
AVOYLVWOKELS;

TPoodpauwy  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
TTEOOTPEYW run up to

TEOENTING, OV m prophet

dpa Interrogative particle expecting a
negative response

dpa is to be distinguished from &pa. Gpa ye
is a literary construction.

ve enclitic particle adding emphasis to the
word with which it is associated
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Yook here meaning understand

Verse 31

6 8¢ elmev, TIOC Yo &v duvalunv éav uy
TG OdMYNOEL UE; TOPEKANETEV TE TOV
diltov dvafdavta kabical ovv avTd.

Day 197: Acts 8:34-40

Verse 34

duvaiunv Verb, pres midd/pass dep opt, 1 s
AuvauoL
O60nyew lead, guide

Amokplbeig 8¢ 6 evvobyog T@® PLhimmw
elmev, Adopai oov, mepl tivog & TpogrTng
Aéyel todto; mepl favtod 1 mepl £Tépov
TLVOC;

"His response enunciates a basic principle that
runs through Luke-Acts concerning the

interpretation of Old Testament prophetic texts
— the need for a Christian interpreter." Polhill.

dmokplBeig  Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom s
dmokplvopal  answer, reply, say
deopol ask, beg

napakohew exhort, encourage, urge

dvafdvta  Verb, aor act ptc, m acc s
avofalve come up

koOlw intrans sit down, sit

Verse 32

deopal oov 'Please’, a polite way of
introducing a request, cf. 21:39; Lk 8:38; Gal
4:12.

govtog, €avtn, tavtov  him/herfitself
£1ep0g, o, ov other, another, different

Verse 35

1N 8¢ mepLoyn Thg yoagfic fiv dveyivwokev
nv abtn ‘Qc wpdBatov éxi ogaynv Tiyxon,
Kol o¢ duvog évaviiov 100 kelpoavtog
o0TOV demvog, oVTwg ovK dvoiyel TO
otéua avtod.

avoi&ag 6¢ O @ilmmog O otduo avToD
kol dpEduevog dmod tiig yoogfic Tavtng
gvnyyelioato avt®d 1ov ‘Incodv.

meployn, ng f passage of Scripture

dvolEag aor ptc dvolyw open

otoua, Tog n mouth

4pEGuevog  Verb, aor midd ptc, m nom s
dopyw midd begin

| Isaiah 53:7,8.

mpofatov, ov n sheep

ogayn, ng f slaughter

fix0n Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s dyw
auvog, ov m lamb

"Only in three other places in NT (Jn 1:29, 36;
1 Peter 1:19), each time with the sacrificial
sense so common in OT." Bruce.

Stott comments, "Now there is no evidence
that anyone in first-century Judaism was
expecting a suffering rather than a triumphant
Messiah. No, it was Jesus who applied Isaiah
53 to himself, and understood his death in the
light of it [e.g. Mk 10:45; 14:24ff.; Lk 22:37].
It was, therefore, from him that the early
Christians learned to read Isaiah 53 in this
way."

évaviov before

kelpavtog Verb, pres act ptc, m gen s
keLpw shear (sheep)

agwvog, ov dumb, silent, without
meaning

dvolyw open

otoua, Tog n mouth

Verse 33

Verse 36

o¢ 8¢ ¢mopevovto katd TV 686V, NABov
€rtt TL Véwp, Kal gnowy 6 guvodyog, 1dov
VOWP* Tt kWAVEL ne Posttiobijval;

"Ev ) tamervooel [avtod] 1 kptolg adtod
fodn: v yevedv avtod tic dinyrioetol;
Ot ofpetal dmd thg yiic 1) Cwn ovtod.

0d0g, ov f way, road, journey
VWP, VdaTog n water

@nowv  Verb, pres indic, 3 s gnuL say
kwAvw hinder, prevent, forbid

TOTTELVWOLS, ewg f humiliation

kplolg, ewg f judgement, act of
judgement

fobn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s aipw take,
take away

This verb, with the consequent narrative,
indicates that the Gospel destroys all barriers —
here a black Gentile eunuch is received into
full membership of the people of God.

BastioOnvol aor pass infin  Basttilw

1N kpLoLg avtov Nedn 'he was deprived of
justice'

yevea, ag f generation
oumyeopal tell, relate

Maybe Philip had concluded his exposition
with words similar to those used by Peter in
his Pentecost sermon, cf. 2:38. Stott
comments, "So well prepared by the Holy
Spirit was this Ethiopean's heart that it seems
he believed immediately, and went on to ask
for baptism."
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Verse 37

This verse — eimev 8e 6 DLALtog Ei
TLOTEVELS €€ OANG NG KaPdLOG, £EE0TLV.
amokpbeig d¢ IMoTteEvw TOV VIOV TOV BEOV
glval tov 'Inoovv XpLotov — is omitted from
most modern editions of the New Testament
since textual evidence it is late and the
wording varied. It would appear to be an
addition to the original text. Bruce says "Its
insertion seems due to a feeling that Philip
could not have baptised the Ethiopian without
so much as a confession of faith." The verse
provides valuable insight into early Christian
baptismal confessional practice in terms of
question and response.

Verse 38

kal £kélevoev otfivol 10 dpua, kol
katépnoav dugpdtepol gig 1O Vdwp O e
dihtog kol 6 gvvodyog, kol épdrmtioey
avTov.

kehevw order, command

otnvar 2 aor infin totnut  stand, stop
dpua, Tog n see v.28.

adugotepol, at, o both, all

AUPOTEPOL Eig TO VOWPE not without
significance concerning the manner of baptism
in the New Testament. Cf. Mk 1:9f.

Verse 39

Ote 8¢ dvépnoav ék tod Vdatog, mvedua
kvplov fjpmaoev TOV ®ITTITOV, Kol 0VK
€10ev aNTOV OVKETL O eVVODYOC" €TOPEVETO
yapE TV 680V avtod xaipwy.

Ote conj when, at which time
Nomaoev aor Gpmalw take away, carry off
ovketl adv no longer, no more

Cf. 1 Kings 18:12; 2 Kings 2:16.

¥aLpw rejoice, be glad

He went on his way rejoicing, "without the
evangelist but with the evangel, without
human aid but with the divine Spirit." Stott.

Verse 40

diltmog 8¢ VL0 eig ACwtov, Kol
dLePyOUEVOg euMYYEMTETO TOC TOAELS
ntdoag gmwg tod EAOETY TV elg
Koiodpetowv.

gVPE0n  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s VPLOK®

ACwtov the OT Ashdod, another of the five
Philistine cities; 20 miles north of Gaza.

Bruce comments, "It may have been due to his
activity that disciples were found at Lydda and
Joppa in 9:32ff, although some of the
dispersed believers from Jerusalem may have
found their way there already."

depyouor pass through, go over, go
through, go
é\Oelv  Verb, aor act infin €pyouoi

"Caesarea (mod. Kaisariyeh) was built by
Herod the Great on the site of Straton's Tower,
between Joppa and Dora, and completed c. 13
B.C. It was intended to be the chief
Mediterranean port of Palestine, and from the
beginning was a thoroughly Gentile city. It
was named Caesarea Sebaste, after Augustus.
It became the official residence of the
procurators of Judea. During the Jewish War
it was the headquarters of Vespasian (who was
proclaimed Emperor there in A.D. 69) and of
Titus; and after the fall of Jerusalem it was
recognised beyond dispute as the capital of
Palestine, with a new status as a Roman
colony." Bruce.

Philip appears to have settled in Caesarea, cf.
21:8.

Day 198: Acts 9:1-7

Verse 1

0O 8¢ Zadhog, &t éumvéwv dmeldfic kol
@dvov eig Tovg nodntog tod kKupiov,
TPOoEMOWY TM dpyLeEED

Of Saul's conversion, recorded in this chapter,
Calvin writes, "God's wonderful hand was
openly shown, not only in such a cruel wolf
being turned into a sheep, but also in his
assuming the character of a shepherd."

¢t still, yet
éumvew breathe (threats)
amewdn, ng f threat, threatening

|Cf. Ps 108:15

@ovog, ov m murder, killing
apyLepevs, ewg m high priest, member of
high priestly family

Verse 2

Nrrioato maps ovtod EmLOTONIG £ig
AoUaokOv TPOg TOg ovvaywydc, Omwe édv
Tvog eVpn thg 660D dvtag, dvdpag Te kal
yuvalikag, dedeuévoug aydyn eig
"TepovooA L.

aitew ask; midd ask for oneself, request
gmotoAn, ng f letter

The decrees of the Sanhedrin were regarded as
valid throughout Judaism.

There was a large and strict Jewish community
at Damascus. Some of the Jewish Christians
must have sought refuge in that city.

omwg (or Owg &v) that, in order that
gVpn  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s £0PLOKW
0d0g, ov f way
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"This name is applied to the Christian
movement in 19:9,23; 22:4; 24:14,22; cf. also
16:17; 18:25f. It probably corresponds to Heb.
halakhah (‘walk', 'rile of life')." Bruce

Verse 7

dedeuévovg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc pl
dew bind, tie
aydyn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s dyw

Verse 3

ol 8¢ dvdpeg ol ouVodEVOVTES AVTH
elotikeloav éveot, drkovovreg pev Tiig
Qwviic undéva d¢ Bewpoiviec.

ovvodevw travel with

gloTrikeloav  Verb, pluperfect act indic, 3 pl
totnut stand, stand still

éveog, a, ov speechless

év 0t 1) Topeveobal éyéveto aDTOV
gyyilew i Aauaok®, EEaigvng te avTOV
nepuiotpapev @idg ¢k Tod ovpavod,

The only NT occurrence of the classical word.

év 0¢ T opeveobal — év T with infinitive
to express time, 'As he was going ...'

¢yywCw approach, draw near
gEaugpvng  suddenly, unexpectedly
neplaotpoantw flash around
Qwg, pwtog n light

Maybe they heard the sound but did not
distinguish the words, but Bruce says more
probably dkovovieg uev g @wvng should
be referred to the sound of Paul's voice; i.e.
they heard Paul speaking but they could not
see anyone to whom he might be talking
(compare 22:9)

"Paul no doubt had this light in mind in later
years in many of his references to light and
glory, e.g., 2 Cor 3:18; 4:4,6." Bruce

Verse 4

unoeLg, undeuta, undev no one, nothing
Bewpew see, watch, observe, notice

Day 199: Acts 9:8-12

Verse 8

Kol teowv £l v Yiv fikovoev gwviv
Ayovoav avtd, ZaoVA Zaovk, Ti ue
OLWKELS;

meowv  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s JTLITTW
fall, fall down

Nyép0n 6¢ Sadrog dmo Tfic viic,
avewyuévov 8¢ TV 0pBaludy adTod
ooV EpAemev: yeLpaywyoDvieg 8¢ avTOV
glofyayov eig AoUaokov.

Cf. Ezek 1:28; Dan 8:17.

dlwkw persecute, seek after, pursue

Verse 5

elmev 8¢, Tic €1, kVpLe; 6 8¢, "Eyw elut
"Inoodg Ov ov drwkelg:

NyépBn  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s £yeLpw
raise

dvewyuévwv  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
dvolyw open

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing;
ovdev not at all

frew see, look, be able to see

kvple may here mean 'Sir', 'my Lord', a title of
respect. Polhill thinks that Paul use the word
'Lord' in the sense of Exodus 3:13, only
finding out in response thet the Lord whom he
addresses is Jesus.

| The picture is one of utter helplessness.

xewpoywyew lead by the hand

Only here and 22:11; cf. xeLpaywyovg
13:11.

Verse 6

A GvdotnOu kol eloehde elg TV TOALY,
kai Aaknbioetat ool & Tt oe Oel moLelv.

glofyayov Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
glooyw  bring into, lead into

Verse 9

dvaotOL  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
aviotnul rise, stand up

eloehde  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
glogpyouat enter, go in

haAnBnoetor fut pass 3s AaAew speak, talk

o€ Pronoun, acc s ov

oeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must

kol v quépag Toelg un PATwy, kal ovk
Epayev ovdE Emiev.

TEELS, TOLA gen TOLwV dat TpLowv three

€payev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s £00ww and
¢00w eat, consume

gmiev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s muvew  drink

"Probably from shock. There is no need to
understand his abstinance as penance or as
fasting before baptism." Bruce.
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Verse 10

"Hv 8¢ tig nadnmic év Aapoaok® dvéuatt
Avoviag, kol eltev TPOS oVTOV v
Opduatt 6 kipLog, Avavia. 6 8¢ elmev,
160V €yw, KUPLE.

Day 200: Acts 9:13-19a

Verse 13

opoua, Tog n vision
Avavio. Proper name, voc s AVAVLOG

AmekpitOn 8¢ Avaviag, Kipte, fikovoo amd
TOMOV TePL ToD AvopoOg TovTov, do
kakd Totg Gytolg oov émoinoev €v
"Tepovooiu

See his character described in 22:22. Ananias
seems to have been a disciple in Damascus
before the exodus of persecuted Christians
from Jerusalem. "The evidence of Acts itself
would indicate the early spread of the
Christian witness to places like Damascus and
Rome, perhaps through normal social routes
such as trade, military service and the like."
Polhill

dmekpibn  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
dmokplvouar  answer, reply

000¢, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as, how much

KOKOG, M, ov evil, wrong, harm

The term Ananias uses for Christians — TOLg
dylolg — was to become a favourite term of
Paul in his epistles.

Verse 11

Verse 14

6 8¢ kVpLog TPOS aVTOV, AVAOoTAC
ToPEVONTL £l TV VUMY TV Kohovudvny
Evbetav kol Titnoov év oikig "Tovda
Sadhov dvéuatt Tapota: idov yop
TPOOEVYETAL,

kol MOe Eyer éEovotay Tapd TV
apyLeptmv dfioat TEvVTog TOVGg
gmkolovuévoug 10 dvoud cov.

dvaoTag 2 aor ptc AVLOTVUL  rise

opevONTL  Verb, aor pass dep imperat, 2 s
TOPEVOUAL O

ovun, ng f street, alley

gvbug, el0, v straight

{ftnoov  Verb, aor act imperat, 2’ s Tntew
seek, search for

Topoevg, ewg m man of Tarsus

Verse 12

®de adv here, in this place
¢Eovowa, ag f authority

omoal aor infin dew bind, tie
é¢mkakew call, name; midd call upon

Another name for Christians (cf. 2:21, 38;
22:16), meaning those who address Jesus as
Lord.

Verse 15

Kol €60ev Evdpa [¢v Opduatt] Avaviov
ovéuatt eloedOvTa kol EmBévTa adTd
[t0g] yelpag Omwg dvapiéym.

elmev 8¢ mpog adtov 6 kipLog, Topevov,
8t okedog €khoyfic éotiv pol obtog Tod
Bootdoat TO dvoud pov Evwrov E0vav Te
kal faotiéwv vidv te "Topaih:

eldev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s Opaw see
opoua, Tog n vision

OKevog, ovg n object, thing, vessel
ékhoyn, ng f election, choosing, what is
chosen

"We can distinguish three early visions of
Saul, i) vv. 4ff., on the way to Damascus, ii)
ver 12, presumably in Damascus, iii) 22:17ff.,
after returning to Jerusalem." Bruce.

okevog ékhoyng A Semitic use of the
genitive — 'chosen instrument'. Cf. Gal 1:15;
Rom 1:1.

glogpyouat enter, go in, come in

gmBévto Verb, aor act ptc, m acc s
é¢mbnuL  place on, place

xewp, xewoog f hand, power

omwg (or Omwg Gv) that, in order that

AvofAieyn aor subj avaPiemtw regain
one's sight, be able to see

faotalw carry, bear

évwriov prep with gen before

¢0vog, ovg n nation, people; Ta €.
Gentiles

Baotheve, ewg m  king

Including at least Agrippa II (25:23ff.) and
Nero (27:24).

Verse 16

gyw yOop VTodelEw avtd 600 el avTOV
Vep tol OVORATOS LoV TADETV.

vodelEw fut Vmodeikvuul  show, make
known, warn

0600¢, 1, ov see v.13

oeL impersonal verb it is necessary

mabelv  Verb, aor act infin wooyw suffer
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"He was to endure many times over (cf. 2 Cor
11:23ff.) what he had made others suffer, and
that for the sake of the same name. But in the
kingdom of Heaven suffering for the King is a
sure sign of His favour and an earnest of His
reward (Mt 5:11f.; Rom 8:17; 2 Tim 2:12)."
Bruce.

Verse 17

AmfilOev 8¢ Avaviag kai elofilOev eig v
olktav, kal £mideig £me adTOV TAC YETPOG
glmev, ZaoVA adeA@E, O KUpLog

dméotolkév ue, ‘Incodg 6 0gbeig oot €v T

6d® 1 fioyov, drwg dvapréyng kol
nobiig mvevuatog Gytov.

&dehge acknowledging him not only as a
brother Israelite but also as a brother in the
Lord.

améotalkév  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s
dmootelw send

0gOeic  Verb, aor pass ptc, mnom s OQ0W
trans see; pass. appear

omwg (or Omwg av) that, in order that

dvofienw regain one's sight

The regular word used of recovery of sight in
the gospels.

TAN0OTic  aor pass subj, 2 s sipsAnue  Fill

Tnobng mvevuatog dytov "Such filling
was necessary for the prophetic service
indicated in verse 15 (cf Mk 13:11)." Bruce

Verse 18

Kal evbéwe dmémeoay avtod Ao TAV
0PIV g Aemtideg, AvERAePEV T, Kol
advootog £famtionn,

dmémeoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
aromuttw  fall from
Aemig, wWog f flake, (fish)scale

Verse 19a

Kal Aapwv Tpognyv évioyvoev.

hafPwv  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s Aaufavem

tooyn, ng f food, nourishment
évioyvw regain strength
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