Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 49: Acts 16:29-17:21

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 49 — Acts 16:29-17:21

Day 241: Acts 16:29-34

Verse 29

vUE, vuktog f night
Movw  wash, bathe

aitjoag 8¢ edTa eloemdnoey, Kol
EVTPOUOG YEVOUEVOS TTPOOETETEY T(D
Mo kai [Td] Z1Ad,

| For this use of dto, cf. Heb 10:22.

TANywv  see v.23
TAPAYITNUO  see V.26

oitew ask, request, demand
Qwg, wtog n  light
elomndaw rush in

The verb suggests violent action

"The washing and the baptism took place after
he brought them out of the prison (v.30) and
before he took them into his house (v.34),
probably at a well in the courtyard." Bruce

évtpouog terrified, trembling

mpooemeoev Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
mpooruttw  fall at someone's feet, fall
down before

Verse 30

Kol rpoayaywv ovtovg £Ew £gn, Kipuot,
Tl ne 8¢l oLely Tva owbd;

mpoayoywv Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
mpoayw lead, bring out
gpn  Verb, imperf act ind, 3s gnui say

Kvptou here in the sense, 'sirs'.

"Throughout Luke's story he focused attention
on the various signs evidencing conversion
(i.e. speaking in tongues, expressions of joy,
and hospitality). Here the evidence of
conversion is the jailer's washing of the
apostles' wounds. There then took place an
even more significant 'washing,' when the
jailer's family was baptised. Then the jailer
treated Paul and Silas in a most unusual
fashion for prisoners. He took them into his
house and fed them at his own table. They
were no longer prisoners in his eyes; they were
brothers in Christ." Polhill

oeL impersonal verb it is necessary
owB® Verb, aor pass subj, 1 s cwlw save

Verse 34

The jailer had probably heard, or had heard of,
the fortune teller's witness concerning Paul and
Silas as preachers of the 'way of salvation
(v.17). "Doubtless he regarded the earthquake
as a supernatural vindication of their right to
be so described." Bruce.

dvoyoywv Te adTovg £lg TOV 0lkov
mopénkev Tpdmeloy, kol fyolhidoato
TTOVOLKEL TTETLOTEVKWS TM OD.

avayoywv Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
dvoyw lead or bring up

Verse 31

ol 8¢ elmav, Miotevoov &l TOV KVpLOV
‘Inoodv, kai owbion ov kai O oikdg cov.

"He did not act illegally in doing this; his
responsibility was to produce his prisoners
when called upon to do so." Bruce

owbnion Verb, aor pass subj, 2 s 6wLw

The same exhortation and condition applies to
all of his household: it is not that if he believes
then he and his household will be saved, but
rather that each one of them must believe and
so be saved.

mapédnkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
mapatOnue  place, put before

toameto, ng f table, meal

fyoldoato  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
dyalhow  rejoice greatly, exult

mavolkel adv  with one's whole
household

Here alone in the NT.

Verse 32

kal €éAdAnoav adtd 1oV Adyov tod Kvpiov
ovv maowy Tolg év Tfj oikig avtoD.

Verse 33

Kol Tapolofwy adtovg €v ékelvy Th dpa
Thg vukTog EAovoey Ao TOV TANYOV, Kol
gpastiodn avtog kol ol avtod mdvieg
oAy T,

JETLOTEVKWS  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom s
motevw believe (in)

Day 242: Acts 16:35-40

Verse 35

‘Huépag ¢ yevouévng Améotelhav ol
OTEATNYOL TOVG PafdoVYOVS AéyovTes,
Andhvoov Tovg dvOpwiovg £keivovus.

mapaioupfove  take, take along

otpatnyoL see v.20
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papdovyoc, ov m holder of rods,
policeman

| Roman official, attendant of senior magistrate

armolvw  release, set free

Verse 36

amfyyethev 8¢ 6 deouoPOAAE TOVS AOYOLg
[Tovtovg] PG TOV Mobhov, OTL

Améotahkav ol oTpoTnyol tva dmolvofte:
viv olv 8EeA0OVTES ToPEVEODE &V elprvn.

Paul was concerned that the magistrates should
acknowledge that they, as Christians, had
broken none of the laws of Rome. Bruce
suggests that "Paul's insistence on an official
apology may have helped to protect the
converts from persecution." Throughout Acts,
Luke is concerned to show that Christianity is
no threat to civil order.

Verse 40

amoyyehhw  tell, inform

0EOULOQPUAOE  see v.23

dméotolkav  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s
dmooteAw send, send out

dmohvbfite  Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl
dmohvw

£€eh0dvTEC  Verb, aor act ptc, m pl nom
£Egpyouat

elonvn, ng f peace

Verse 37

£EeM0OVTEC 8¢ dmo Thic pulokig elofil0ov
POS TV Avdiav, kol 10dvTeg
TOPEKAAECOV TOVG AdeApOoVS kal EEANOav.

166vteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl 6paw
see, observe
¢EfMOav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl £Egpyoua

6 8¢ IMadhog Egn PO ovToNg, AElpOVTES
Nuas dnuooiq dkatakpitovs, dvopwTovg
Pwuaiovg vdpyovrag, Eokav eig
@UAakv: kol vOv AdBpa Nudc
gxfdAlovoLy; oV yap, GANO EAOOVTES
ovtol Nubg EEayayétmwoay.

gpn  Verb, imperf act ind, 3s gnui say

delpavteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl dgpw
beat, strike, hit

onuootog, o, ov public (dnuooiy
publicly, in public)

dkatokpiltog, ov  without trial by law,
uncondemned

"Paul refers to his Philippi experiences in 1 Th
2:2; 2 Cor 11:25. The subsequent history of
the Phillipian church makes pleasant reading;
the same kindness as provided the missionaries
with hospitality in the house of Lydia was
shown in their twice contributing to Paul's
needs when he went on to Thessalonica, and
later during his imprisonment (Phil 4:10f¥).
Luke was apparently left behind to continue
the work in Philippi, where he reappears in
20:5. His stay in Philippi may sufficiently
account for his interest in the place." Bruce

Day 243: Acts 17:1-7

Verse 1

| Only here and 22:25.

raBpa adv  secretly, quietly

ALodeVoavTeS 8¢ TNV AUQLTTOALY Kal TV
Amolwviov fA0ov elg @sooahovikny,
dmov v cuvaywyn Tdv Tovdaimv.

ékBolhovolv "The verb suggests the
discourtesy of the act: contrast
gEayoryetwoay, 'let them conduct us out™
Bruce

dLodevoavteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
owodevw  go about, travel through

gEayoyétwoayv  Verb, aor act imperat, 3 pl
¢€ayw lead or bring out

Verse 38

amyysthav 8¢ T0lg 0TPATNYOLS Ol
oapdodyor 1o pjuota Ttadta. £poprdnoav
6t dxovoavieg 6t Pwpatol giovv,

"The road was the Via Egnatia, which ran
from Neapolis to Dyrrhachium through
Philippi and the three towns mentioned in this
verse... The highways of Empire became for
Paul the highways of the Kingdom of
Heaven." Bruce

Each of the cities mentioned is about a day's
ride apart by horseback.

mAOov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3 pl épyouat

onuo, atog n word, thing, matter
pofeoual fear, be afraid

Verse 39

Thessalonica was the capital of the province of
Macedonia

kol £éA0OVTEC Topekdlecay ovToNg, Kol
EEayoryOVTES IoWTWV AITeAOElY dItd Thig
toOhews.

napakohew exhort, encourage, urge
gowtaw ask, urge

omov adv. where
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Verse 2

katd 8¢ 1O elwbog 1@ IMavkw elofilbev
TPOC avTOVS Kal €l odppoTa Tla
SLeEMEEATO 00TOTE Ao TAOV YOOPQV,

elwBOg  Verb, perf act ptc, n nom/acc s
elwba pf. with pres. meaning) be
accustomed to; 1o elwbog custom

|CF. 13:5,14; 14:1.

TEELS, TPLO gen TPLWV dat Tplowy three

olaleyounol discuss, debate, address,
speak

yoaen, ng f writing, Scripture

Verse 3

dtovolywv kol opatlOéuevog OtL TOV
XpLotov £8eL wobelv Kal dvootiival ¢k
vekpdV, kal &tL ovtdg €0ty 6 XpLotde,
[6] 'Inoodg, Ov éyw katoyyéAhw dulv.

olavolyw open, explain

mopatdéuevog  Verb, pres midd ptc, m nom
s mopatiOnul put before; midd. point
out, prove

Bring forth evidence.

£deL  Verb, imperf indic, 3 s (impers) S€l

impersonal verb it is necessary, must
mafelv  Verb, aor act infin woaoyw suffer
avootnval 2 aor infin dviotnui 2 aor rise
VEKPOG, 0, ov dead

Cf. 1 Cor 15:3ff.

kotayyeMw —announce, proclaim

Polhill suggests that Paul's stay in
Thessalonica was longer than might first
appear from Luke's brief account. "It was long
enough for a church to be established and
leadership appointed (1 Thess 5:12). It was of
sufficient duration that Paul received financial
support from Philippi "time and again" while
in Thessalonica (Phil 4:16). Evidently he took
up his trade and supported himself as well
during this period (1 Thess 2:9). Most of
Paul's converts in Thessalonica seem to have
come out of paganism, judging from 1 Thess
1:9, which would indicate a more extensive
Gentile witness than one might gather from
Luke's highly compressed account."”

Verse 4

kal tuveg €€ avtdv émetodnoav kol
mpooekAnpwinooy T IMaviw Kol Td
S, OV T ogfouvwv ‘Erhivav mhfibog
O YUVALKDV TE TOV TOOTOV OVK
OALyaL.

émeloOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
meldw persuade

"L.e. of the Jews, presumably including Jason
(ver. 5) and Aristarchus and Secundus (20:4)."
Bruce

mpooekAnpwOnoav  Verb, aor pass dep
indic, 3 pl mpookAnpoouat join, join
company with

ogfoual reverence, worship

minBog, ovg n  crowd, quantity, number

JTOAMV n nom/acc TOAVG much

YUVALKWOV TE TV TTPWTWV OVK OALyOL
"Either 'many of the chief women' (cf v.12) or
'many of the wives of the chief men' (cf
13:50)" Bruce

Verse 5

Znhwoovteg 6¢ ol "Tovdatol kal
mpoohaBduevol TV dyopatwv Gvopag
TLVAC TTOVNEOVS Kol OxhoTTotjoavTteg
£0opvBRovV TV TOALY, Kol ETLOTAVTES T
oikig ‘Idoovog ELfitovv avTtovg
TEOAYAYELY €lg TOV dfjuov.

Cnhow be jealous of

|CF. 1 Thess 2:14.

mpoohapPavouol gather, take along

dyoparog, ov m idler, one who hangs
about the market place

movnpeog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

oyhomolew  gather a crowd

Bopvpew setin uproar

¢gpLotnulL come up to, approach, appear

mpoayw lead or bring out, bring before

onuog, ov m people, crowd

"As Thessalonica was a free city, its citizen-
body (dnuog) discharged legislative and
juridical functions. As at Pisidian Antioch,
Iconium and Lystra, it is Jews who try to stir
up Gentile authorities against the missionaries.
Roman law depended on voluntary prosecutors
(delatores) to set it in motion." Bruce

Verse 6

un evpdvteg 8¢ avtovg fovpov Tdoova kai
TLVag AdeApOVS Tl TOVS TOMTAPYAC,
Bodvteg dtL OL TNV olkovudvny
AVOoTATOOAVTES OVTOL Ko £vOade
TapeLoLy,

ovpw drag
ol TOPYNS, oV m  city official

A title for a magistrate in Macedonian cities
such as Thessalonica. There were five or six
such officials in Thessalonica. The use of this
term here shows Luke's accurate and careful
reporting.

foaw call, cry out, shout

otkovuevn, ng f world, inhabited earth
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AVOOTOTWONVTES  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom
pl dvaotatow agitate, stir up, incite to
revolt

Compare 16:20

¢vbade here, to this place
mapelul  be present, come, arrive

Verse 7

obg Vodédektan “Tdowv: kal ovToL TAVTES
amévavtl TV doyudtwv Katoopog
TPGooovoL, Bacthéa ETepov AEYovTES Etval
‘Inoodv.

"We gather from 1 Th 2:13f., 3:3, that the
Jews continued to organise persecution against
the Thessalonian believers; perhaps those who
'fell asleep' so soon (1 Thess 4:13) were
victims of this persecution. The church in
Thessolonica became a centre of
evangelisation (1 Thess 1:8). It included not
only Jewish believers and 'God-fearers', but
former idolaters (1 Thess 1:9)." Bruce

Verse 10

Vodédektal  Verb, perf midd/pass dep
indic, 3 s Umwodeyxoual receive,
welcome

dmevovtL  over against, contrary to

doyua, Tog n  rule, law, decree

npacow do, practice

Baoliéo Noun, accs POOLAEVS, EWG m
king

Ol 8¢ ddelpol eVbEwe dud VUKTOC
gEémeupav TOv 1€ Todhov kal TOv Zihbv
eig Bépowav, olTiveg mapayevOUevoL gig
TV ouvoywyny TV Tovdaiwv dmfecay.

vUE, vuktog f night
ékmeuntw  send out, send away

Compare the charge levelled against Jesus
before Pilate Lk 23:2; Jn 19:12.

"For a summary of Paul's teaching at
Thessalonica cf. 1 Th. 1:9f. It is clear from 1
and 2 Th. that it contained a prominent
eschatological emphasis, which may have lent
colour to the accusation." Bruce

Day 244: Acts 17:8-15

Verse 8

£tdpoEav 8¢ TOV Oylov kai Tovg
oM TdaEYag drovovtag TadTta,

Topooow trouble, disturb, frighten, stir up
TTOMTOOYNG, OV m  see v.6

Verse 9

Kal Aapovieg 10 ikavov mopd 1o
"Taoovog Kol TV Aowtdv dméhvoav
ovToVG.

Timothy probably accompanied them (cf.
v.14).

"When the three missionaries left
Thessalonica, they also left the Egnatian Way,
the route they had been following since they
first landed in Macedonia at Neapolis (16:11).
This main east-west highway went north-west
of Thessalonica to Dyrrachium on the Adriatic.
It was the main land route to Rome. At
Dyrrachium travellers would take a boat across
the Adriatic Sea to Brundisium in southern
Italy and from there north to Rome. It has
been suggested that Paul might have
entertained the idea of taking this route to
Rome even as early as this point in his
missionary career. In his letter to the Romans
(15:22) he spoke of his 'often' been hindered in
coming to them. The hindrance at this time
may well have been the news that the emperor
Claudius had expelled all Jews from Rome
(18:2). Whatever the case, Paul headed in
another direction at this time, going southwest
to Berea and well off any man thoroughfare."”
Polhill.

Berea was about 60 miles from Thessalonica.

TO kaovov  security, bond

"Ramsay suggests that Jason and the others
were bound over to send Paul, the alleged
cause of the disturbance, away from the city
and prevent his return, and that this policy,
while it lasted (it probably lapsed when these
politarchs demitted office), is the hindrance
referred to in 1 Thess 2:18...

dmfecav  Verb, imperf indic, 3 pl drelu
go, come

The prefix &t has lost its significance here.

Verse 11

ovtoL 8¢ foav evyevéoTEQOL TV €V
Oteocahoviky, oltiveg £86Eavto TOV Adyov
uetd mdong mpobuvuiog, kabds uépav
avakpivovteg g yoodg el &xol todta
oltwg.

g0YEVEOTEPOL comparitive from adj
gvyevng, £g of high or noble birth,
noble

Here the meaning is 'more free from prejudice’.

mpoBuuia, ag f  willingness, eagerness
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ka6 Nuepav  daily
dvokplve  examine, judge, evaluate
gyoL Verb, pres act opt, 3 s €xw

"The classical use of the optative replacing the
indic. in an indirect question in historical
sequence: see on 21:33." Bruce

el &yoL TovTa 0VTWE a classical construction
meaning, 'if these things might be so'

He goes on to Corinth (18:1);
Silas and Timothy return from Macedonia

to Corinth (18:5; cf 1 Thess 3:6);
6. From Corinth he writes the two epistles to
the Thessalonians." Bruce

vk

Verse 15

Verse 12

TOMOL pgv oV €€ avtdV émtotevoay, kol
TOV EAANVIOWV yUVALKDV TOV
eVoYMUOVOV Kol Avopdv ok OAiyoL.

ol 6¢ kaBuotdvovteg Tov Iadhov fyoyov
£wg AOMVAV, kol hapdvteg EviolMv mpog
TOV ZIAGY kol TV Tiudbeov Tva tg
téyrota ENBwoLy mPog antov EErjeoay.

EMnvic, 10og £ Greek or Gentile woman
gVOYMUWY, OV gen ovog respected, of
high standing

Verse 13

‘Qc 8¢ Eyvwooav ol o Tfic Oeooolovikng
"Tovdatol &tu kol v Tff Bepola katnyyén
o 10D Haviov 6 Adyog tod BeoD, HABOV
Kdkel 0oheVOVTES KOl TOPAOCOVTES TOVS
Oyhovg.

Katnyyeéln Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
kotoyyeMw proclaim

kdker (kau ékel) and there, there also

oalevw  shake, disturb

TAPAOOW see v.8

Verse 14

koOtotnue and kobiotovew accompany
flyayov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl dyw
Abnvor, wv f Athens - note that this
proper name is always plural
g¢vtoAn, ng £ command, order, instruction
tayota adv  (superl of Tayews) Og 1. as
soon as possible
¢€1ieoav  Verb, imperfindic, 3 pl £EeiuL
go away, depart, leave

Day 245: Acts 17:16-21

Verse 16

Ev 8¢ taltc ADvvorg ékdexouévou antovg
100 Iavhov, TapwEvveto TO Tvedua
avtod év avtd Bewpodvrog kateidwiov
0VoaV TV TOALY.

eV0éwg Ot TOTE TOV Mablov Eaméotethov
ol adelpol opeveobal Ewg &l TNV
Bahaooay: Véuetvay 1e 6 1e TINdg Kol O
Tud0e0g Ekel.

tote then, at that time

¢EamooteMw send out, send away

gwg €L v Oahaooav  as far as the sea,
i.e. tothe coast

Athens had been the classical centre of Greek
culture and remained the cultural and
intellectual centre of the Roman empire. The
Attic dialect of Greek spoken at Athens had
become the basis of Koine, the lingua franca
of the first century. It was one of the three
leading university cities (the others being
Alexandria and Tarsus) and had the status of a
free city within the Roman empire.

The Western text states that Paul went to
Athens by sea.

évoeyouatl  wait for
mapogvvouol be greatly upset, infuriated

VIéUELVAy  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
vmouevw remain behind
écel  there

A very strong word. The word from which we
get paroxism.

"For the movements of Paul and his
companions from this point on we must
compare the information in 1 Thess 3:1ff. The
following reconstruction of the sequence of
events is taken chiefly from Lake:

1. Paul leaves Silas and Timothy in Beroea
and goes to Athens, whence he sends them
a message to rejoin him at once (17:141);

2. They rejoin him in Athens (cf. 1 Thess
3:1);

3. He sends Timothy to Thessalonica (1 Thess
3:1f) and Silas elsewhere in Macedonia (cf.
18:5), probably to Philippi Ramsay
suggests;

Oewpew  see, observe
kotewdwhog, ov  full of idols

Here alone in the NT.

Verse 17

deréyeto utv odv év Tfi ovvaywyf Tolg
"Tovdatolg kol Tolg ogfouévols kal €v Tij
Ayopd Kot Taoov NUEPAV TTPOS TOVS
TAPATVYXAVOVTOG.

dlakeyonal discuss, debate
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ogfouar  worship; 6 0. (tov Ogov)
worshiper of God (Gentile who accepted
the one God of Judaism and attended
synagogue but did not follow all the Jewish
law).

dyopa, ag f market place

mopotvyyovw happen to be present

Verse 18

Tiveg 8¢ kal @V "Emikovpeiwv kal
ZTOKAV PLAMOOOPWY CVVEBOALOV ODTR),
kal tuveg Eheyov, Ti 6v Béhol O
0mePUOLGYOS 0UTOC AéyeLy; ol O, Zévawv
datpoviov dokel katayyehedg eivar &t
oV ‘Incodv kol v dvdotaoLy
evnyyehiCeto.

Emkovplwv Epcurians followed the
philosophy of Epicurius. They believed that
pleasure was the chief end in life — a pleasure
consisting in tranquility and the absence of
pain, passion and fears.

Ztwwkwv The Stoics were followers of Zeno.
They laid great stress on the rational over the
emotional and stressed individual self-
sufficiency. They regarded it as proper to
commit suicide when life could no longer be
supported with digity.

@Lhooo@og, ov m  philosopher, lit lover
of wisdom

ovuparlw discuss, confer, debate

BéhoL  Verb, pres act optative, 3 s Oelw
wish, will

OTEPUOAOYOS, OV m  one who picks up
scraps of information

Athenian slang. One who puts together ideas
from a number of sources but who lacks any
coherent philosophy or understanding.

Eevog, 1, ov strange, foreign, unusual; 6
E. stranger, foreigner

Eevoov ddLpuoviwV  strange gods, in the
Greek sense of the term 'gods'

ookew think, seem
kotoyyelevs, ewg m  a proclaimer, herald
avootoolg, ewg f  resurrection

The Epicurians believed in no existence after
death, while the Stoics believed that only the
soul, the divine spark, survived death. Hence
they may have thought that he was speaking of
new gods — resurrection (Anastasia) being one
and Jesus another.

Verse 19

gmhapduevoi te avtod &l TOv Apglov
IIéyov Tfiyayov, Aéyovieg, Avvdueda
yvOval Tig 1) ko aitn 1 Vo ool
Aahovuévn dLday;

émhapouevol  Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m
nom pl €¢mhoupfovouct take, take hold
of, sieze

Apgrov Iayov "Short for ... the Council of
the Areopagus, so called because it met in
early times on the Areopagus or Hill of Ares
[Mars], west of the Acropolis... the most
venerable Athenian court... it had supreme
authority in religious matters and seems also to
have had the power at this time to appoint
public lecturers and exercise some control over
them in the interest of public order." Bruce
Paul does not seem to have been 'tried' in any
formal sense. It seems more of an informal
hearing.

filyayov Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl dyw
yv@var  Verb, aor act infin yLvwokw
KOLVOG, 1, OV New

owdoym, ng f teaching

Verse 20

Eevilovta yap twva elogépelg eig Tdg
dkodc Mudv: Povrdueda odv yvdvar Tiva
0éheL TabTa elva.

Eevilw appear strange

elogepw  bring in, carry in

akom, ng f hearing

foviouatr want, desire, wish, intend, plan

|Cf. 2:12 L BgheL TOVTO €LvOL;

Verse 21

AOnvalot 6¢ mdvteg kal ol mdnuodvreg

Eévol £ig oVdEV Etepov MOkalpouvy 1) Aéyely

T 1) dKovELY TL KOLVOTEQOV.

ABnvaiog, o, ov  Athenian

gmdnuew  sojourn, dwell

gvkalpw  spend time, occupy selves

KOLVOTEPOS comparitive from KoLvOg new;
TL kowvotepov the latest thing

"Luke's remark is quite ironical. The
Athenians had accused Paul of being the
dilettante (v.18), an accusation much more
pertinent to themselves. Their curiosity had a
beneficial side, however. It set the stage for
Paul's witness." Polhill
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