Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 50: Acts 17:22-18:17

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 50 — Acts 17:22-18:17

Day 246: Acts 17:22-27

Verse 22

Ztabeig ¢ [0] Hobhog év uéow tod
Apeiov IIdyov Egn, Avdpeg ABnvaiot,
KAt TAVTO O OELOLOOLUOVESTEPOVS VUDS
Bewpd-

0 ... Touto "Note the neuter (cf. T0 OgL0v,
ver. 29); Paul starts with his hearers' belief in
an impersonal divine essence, pantheistically
conceived, and leads them to the Living God
revealed as Creator and Judge." Bruce

totnut stand

ueoog, 1, ov middle; év u., gic u. inthe
middle, among

ApeLog mayog see v.19.

dyvoew be ignorant, fail to understand
gvoefew  worship
katayyelMhw proclaim, make known

Verse 24

The sense here is 'in the midst of the Council
of the Areopagus'. Bruce says "in the first
century A.D. the council met in the Agora."

6 0g0¢ 6 mooog TOV KOoUOV Kal mdvta
10 v 0T, oltog ovpavod kol g
VITAPYWV KVPLOG OVK £V YELPOTOLNTOLG
VAO1G KOTOLKED

gpn  Verb, imperf act ind, 3s gnui say

OELOLOALUOVEDTEPOG, O, OV  adjective
(comparitive of deLoLdOLUWY, OV) very
religious

Vopyw be (equivalent to gipiL)

Probably intended to be heard in a
complimentary sense rather than (as AV)
derogatory. It was customary in oratory to
seek to win over the hearers by beginning with
a compliment — a capitatio benevolentiae.
Nevertheless, Paul seems deliberately to have
chosen an ambiguous term.

Bewpew see, watch, observe, notice

Verse 23

SLePOUEVOS YO Kol dvadewp®dV Td
oefdopata HUAV €0PoV Kol Bowudy v @
¢meyéypamto, Ayvwotm ed. & odv
dyvootvteg evoefelte, To0T0 €yw
KaToyyEAMAw vuty.

"As at Lystra, Paul begins with the revelation
of God in creation (cf. Rom 1:19ff.)." Bruce

"Paul began with the basic premise that ran
throughout his speech: God is Creator. He
referred to God as the maker of the 'world'
(koouog), a term that would be familiar to
every Greek. The concept of God as absolute
Creator, however, would not be easy for them
to grasp. For them, divinity was to be found in
the heaves, in nature, in humanity. The idea of
a single supreme being who stood over the
world, who created all that exists, was totally
foreign to them. This was indeed an
'UNKNOWN GOD'." Polhill

XELpOTOINTOG, ov  made by human hands

Cf. 1 Kings 8:27; 7:48.

depyouol pass through, go through

avobewpew observe closely

ogfaoua, Tog n object of worship, place
of worship

gbpov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
£VPLOKW

pwuwog, ov m altar

émeyéypamtto  Verb, pluperf pass indic, 3 s
gmuypo@w  write on orin

Ayvwotog, ov  unknown

voog, ov m temple, sanctuary, inner part
of Jewish Temple
kotolkew live, settle, inhabit

Verse 25

000 VIO xeLPDV AVOPWITIVWV
OgpomeVeTal TPOOSEOUEVOS TLVOG, 0VTOC
dLdoVg oL Cwnv kol Tvony Kol T
TavTo”

There appear to have been many altars in
Athens to 'unknown gods', some where
sacrifices had been made in the attempt to halt
a plague. Paul may have changed 'gods' to
'God' for the sake of his argument (so Jerome
and Didymus) or there may well have been an
altar dedicated exactly as Paul here describes
(Bruce).

xeLp, xewpog f hand, power

AavOpwrivog, 1, ov human, characteristic
of mankind

Bepamevw  heal, cure; serve

"Here are combined the Epicurean doctrine
that God needs nothing from men and cannot
be served by them, and the Stoic belief that he
is the source of all life (see on v.28). Paul
consistently endeavours to have as much
common ground as possible with his
audience." Bruce

mpoodeouar need, have need
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"Paul's qualifier 'as if he needed anything,'
would particularly have resonated with them.
It was a commonplace of Greek philosophy to
view divinity as complete within itself, totally
self-sufficient, totally without need." Polhill

ve particle adding emphasis to the word with
which it is associated

Ynhagroeway  Verb, aor act optative, 3 pl
Ynrhogaow touch, feel (pass pte able to
be touched), feel around for

dLdovg  Verb, pres act ptc, mnom's dLdwL
mvon, ng f wind, breath

Comv kol stvonyv "Intentional assonance. The
attention paid to style in this speech is marked,
as one might expect under the circumstances."

Bruce

Cf. Isa 42:5; Ps 50:7-15.

"In YymAogow we may see the idea of groping
after God in the darkness, when the light of
His ful revelation is not available." Bruce

Verse 26

€moinoév te €€ £vog mav £€0vog avOpwIwy
KATOLKELV €7l TovtOg mpoowmov Tfg yiig,
OpLO0C TPOOTETAYUEVOUS KOLOOVS KAl TOG
Opobeaiog thig kKatolkiog adTdV,

gVpotev  Verb, aor act opt, 3 pl £0PLOK®

uakpov far, far off, at some distance

£K00TOG, 1, OV each, every; £vog £kaoTou
each one

Day 247: Acts 17:28-34

Verse 28

¢E€ £vog "'from one man' (i.e., Adam)... the
unity of the human race as descended from
Adam is fundamental to Paul's theology (cf.
Rom 5:12ff). This primal unity, impaired by
sin, is restored by redemption (Gal 3:28; Col
3:11)." Bruce

The Greeks, and Athenians in particular,
considered themselves racially superior to the
surrounding 'barbarians'.

"Ev adtd yap TOUev kol kivovueda kol
gouev, g Kab TLveg TV kabe vudg
otV elprikaory, Tod ydp kol yévog
gougv.

KLvew move, shake, remove, stir up;
midd move

montng, ov m one who does or carries
out, doer, poet

¢0vog, ovg n nation, people

TPOOWIOV, ov n face

O6pwLw decide, determine, appoint

mpooteTayuévovg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m
acc pl pootaoow command, order

The reference seems to be to Epimenides of
Crete, the poem also including a reference to
Cretans always being 'liars, evil beasts, slow
bellies' which is also quoted by Paul in Titus
1:12.

glprkaowy  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s heyw
vevog, ovg n family, offspring

TOOOTETOYUEVOL KaLpoL  designated times,
ordained seasons.

"To what do the 'times' (kaipour) refer? They
could either refer to the seasons or to historical
epochs. The same ambiguity exists in the term
'exact places where they should live." Does
this refer to the habitable areas of the planet or
to the boundaries between nations? If Paul
was talking of seasons and habitable zones, he
was pointing to God's providence in nature. If
the reference is to historical epochs and
national boundaries, the empahsis is on God's
lordship over history. In either instance Paul's
point would be the same — the care and
providence of God in his creation." Polhill

From Aratus who may be quoting Cleanthes'
Hymn to Zeus, Stoic poets.

Verse 29

yévog obv Vtdpyovteg 10D Beod ok
ogethouev voullewv xpvod 1 doydpw 1
MOBw, yapdyuott Téxvng kol évBvufjoewg
dvBpwmov, T Belov elval duolov.

opobeoia, ag T limit, boundary
katolkla, ag f place in which one lives

|Cf. Dt 32:8.

Verse 27

opethw  owe, ought, must

vouLw think, suppose

¥pvooc, ov m gold, gold coin, gold
image

dpyvpog, ov m silver, silver coin, money

MBog, ov m stone, precious stone

xapayuo, Tog n mark, stamp, image,
representation

texvn, ng f craft, trade, artistic ability,
craftsmanship

gévbuunolg, ewg f (inmost) thought, idea,
imagination

Intelv tov 0oV el dpa ye Ynragroetay
oVTOV Kol VpOoLEY, Kal ye 00 nokEdy Gid
£VOC EKAOTOV NUAV VITAPYOVTAL.

Cf. Ps 114:4 (LXX 113:12); 135:15 (LXX
134), also Is 40:18.

to Betov  the divine (essence or nature)

dpa  thus

| An idiomatic Greek touch.
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ouotog, a, ov  of the same nature, like

Verse 30

Verse 32

TOVC UV o0V ypdvoue Thg dyvolog
vepLdwv 6 0edg Td vV aporyyéhhel Tolg
avOpwitolg mavTtag mavtayod uetavoely,

Akovoavieg 8¢ AvaoTtaoly vekpdV ol uEv
gxhevalov, ol 8¢ eimov, Akovoduedd oov
tePL TOVTOV Kol TTAALY.

¥xpovog, ov m time, period of time

dyvoua, ag f ignorance, unawareness

vepLdwv  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
vmepopaw overlook, pass over

dvaotaols, ewg f resurrection, raising up
yAevolw sneer, make fun of

Cf. Rom 3:25f. "Judgment was suspended
until God's righteousness was demonstrated
and vindicated in the Cross." Bruce

"The idea of the immortality of the soul was
perfectly familiar to the Greek mind, but their
philosophies had no room for the idea of the
resuscitation of dead bodies." Bruce

mapayyeAhw command, instruct
TovToyov  everywhere

dkovoduedd  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 1 pl
drkovw
ALV - again, once more

Verse 33

Cf. 24:3; 1 Cor 4:17; 2 Cor 9:8; Eph 5:20; Phil
1:3.

oltwg 6 Mobhog ¢EANOeV ¢k uéoov ovTOV.

uetovoew repent, turn from one's sins

Cf. 2:38.

Verse 34

Verse 31

kaOdTL Fotnoev fuépav &v 1 uéhhel kpivery
v olkovuévny &v dikaroovvy v avopl @
MpLoev, ToTLy TOpaoyWY TeoLY
AvooTioog oTOV €K VEKODV.

Tveg 8¢ Avdpeg kOANOEvTES aDTD
¢mtotevoav, év olg kol Atoviolog 6
Apeomoyitng kal yuvr dvouatt Aduoplg
kal £€1gpol ovv oTolG.

kabotL because, for
gotnoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s lotTnut
set, establish, fix

The inclusion of Damaris later in the list
suggests that dvopec is here (as elsewhere in
Acts) not gender specific — it should be
translated 'people’ rather than 'men' (NIV).

Cf. Rom 2:5,16; 1 Cor 1:8; Phil 1:6,10; 1
Thess 5:2,4; 2 Thess 1:10; 2:2; Amos 5:18; Isa
2:12.

KOANOEvTES  Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom
pl koAloouot unite oneself with

Apeomayttng, ov m Areopagite (member
of the court of Areopagus)

uehMlw be going, be about

oikovuevn, ng  world, inhabited earth,
mankind

okatoovvn, ng f righteousness

"Some later writings under the name of
Dionysius the Areopagite exist, but these are
the product of a fifth-century Christian monk
writing pseudonymously under the name of the
New Testament character." Polhill

Cf. Ps 9:8 (LXX 9:9); 96:13 (LXX 95); 98:9
(LXX 97). "The words in their OT context
refer to the Messianic reign, but Paul applies
them to the judgment with which that reign is
to be inaugurated." Bruce

Day 248: Acts 18:1-6

Verse 1

O0pwlLw decide, determine, appoint

mLoTLS used here in the sense of assurance,
proof

Topooywv  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
mapeyw act & midd cause, bring about

avootnoog 1 aor dviotnuL raise

VEKPOG, 0o, ov dead

Metd todto xwpeLobelg ¢k TV AOnvdv
n\Bev eic KSprvBov.

"For the conection between resurrection and
judgment cf. 10:41f.; Jn 5:25ff.; 1 Thess 1:10."
Bruce

XwPEL00elg  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom s
xwpllw separate; pass. depart
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In Paul's day, Corinth was the largest and most
cosmopolitan city in Greece. On a narrow
isthmus, it commanded the east-west trade
route and was a major commercial centre with
two ports, Lechaeum to the west on the
Adriatic and Cenchrea to the east on the
Aegean. It was noted for its immorality:
among the Greeks the word koptvBuwoCopad,
literaly 'live like a Corinthian' meant fo live
immorally. The temple of Aphrodite
commanded the city from the Acrocorinth, a
1900 foot hill on the edge of the city while
inside the city wall was the temple of Apollo,
the sun god and patron of the city.

Verse 2

Kal evpwv tva Tovdatov dvouoTL
AkVhav, TTovTkOv Td YEVEL, TPOCPATWS
gMAvooTo amo thg Ttaliog kol
IMpiokihhav yvvalko adtod dud 1O
datetayéval Khadlov ywpileobol
navtog tovg Tovdatovg dmd tfic Pwunc,
mpoofilfev avtole,

"The reference in Suetonius is significant for
other reasons as well. Likely, his attributing
the tumult among the Jews to 'Chrestus’
resulted from his confusion over the name
'Christus,' the Latin for Christ. This is
evidence that Christianity had already reached
Rome by AD 50. How would it have done so?
Here is the perfect example before us — by
Christians like Aquila and Priscilla travelling
the routes of trade and commerce and carrying
their faith wherever they went. Priscila and
Aquila likely were Christians already when
they left Rome. The Jewish Christians would
have been seen as ringleaders in the Jewish
unrest over 'Chrestus' and would have received
the brunt of Claudius's edict. Luke said
nothing about Paul's witnessing to the couple,
and one would assume that Paul readily took
up with them because they were not only
fellow Jews and fellow tentmakers but, most
important of all, fellow Christians." Polhill

g0pwVv  Verb, aor act ptc, mnom's £UPLOK®
IMovtikog, N, ov of Pontus (I1. Tt yevel
a native of Pontus)

TPOOEPYOUL come or go to, associate
with

Verse 3

Priscilla is called Prisca by Paul (Rom 16:3; 1
Cor 16:19; 2 Tim 4:19. "Both Luke and Paul
usually put her name before he husband's,
from which some have inferred that her rank
was superior to his." Bruce

Kol OLd 1O OudTevoV elval Euevev aps
avTolg kai foydletor fnoav yip
oKknvomoLlol Tf Téyvn.

ouoteyvog, ov of the same trade
oKknvoToLog, ov m tent-maker
texvn, ng f craft, trade

mpooatws adv. recently

gMAvOoTo.  Perfect active participle, m acc s
£0(OLOLL

dwatetayéval  Verb, perf act infin
olataoow command

"While the etymological sense of 0knvomTOLOg
is 'tent-maker’, its actual meaning at the time
was leather worker." Bruce

On Paul's support of himself, cf. Acts 20:34; 1
Cor 4:12; 1 Thess 2:9; 2 Cor 11:7.

"According to Suetonius, Claudius expelled all
the Jews because of a tumult instigated by
'Chrestus.' The later church historian Orosius
dated this event during the ninth year of
Claudius, i.e. between Jan 25, 49 and Jan 24,
50. If Orosius's date can be trusted, this sets a
certain date for Paul's arrival in Corinth. Since
Aquila and Priscilla preceded him there, it is
not likely Paul would have arrived in Corinth
before the middle of AD 49.

Verse 4

dieléyeto 8¢ €v Tff ovvaywyfi katd v
odppatov, Emeldév 1e "Tovdatovg kol
“EAMVOC.

dlakeyonal discuss, debate
melbw  persuade, convince

Verse 5

‘Qc 6t kotfiMdov Ao thig Makedoviag 6 1e
Suhag kal 6 Tuwdbeog, ovvelyeto 1@ MOyw
6 Modrog, dLapapTuPdUEVOS TOTG
"Tovdatolg eivar OV Xptotdv, ‘Incodv.

ovvelyeto Verb, imperf pass indic, 3 s
ouvveyw pass. be occupied with

Paul "'proceeded to devote himself entirely to
the preaching'; perhaps supplies brought by
Timothy and Silas from Thessalonica and
Philippi (cf. 2 Cor 11:8; Phil 4:15) released
him from the necessity of manual labour."
Bruce
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dwapaptvpopal  declare solemnly and
emphatically

Verse 6

AVTLTAOOOUEVWV 8¢ aVTOV Kol
BraoeEnuoVvVTwV EKTIVOEAUEVOS T LUATLOL
elmev PO avtove, TO atlpo Hudv &l v
KEQAATY DUAV" kabopdg ¢yw: dmd toD viv
el T0 £€0vn mopevoouoL.
AVTLTAOOOUOL  Oppose, resist
ékTLivoEduevog  Verb, aor midd ptc, m nom s
éxtivaoow  shake off, shake out

"In token of abhorrence at the blasphemy (cf.

13:51)" Bruce

oiua, atog n blood

kebakn, ng f head

| Compare Matthew 23:35 |

kaBapog, a, ov clean, guiltless

€0vn  Noun, nom & acc pl €0vog, ovg n
nation, people; ta ¢. Gentiles

|CF. 13:46; 28:28 |

Day 249: Acts 18:7-11

Verse 7

kol petofag £ketlev elofil0ev eig olkiav

TLvog ovouott Titiov Tovotov ogfouévou

1OV 0dV, 00 1) oikta fv ovvopopodoa T

oVvaywYT.

uetofag aor ptc ueraforve leave, move,
cross over

ékelbev  from there

The name Titius Iustus suggests a Roman
citizen.

ogfouar  worship; 6 0. (tov Ogov)
worshiper of God (Gentile who accepted
the one God of Judaism and attended
synagogue but did not follow all the Jewish
law).

ovvouopew  be next door to

Verse 8

Kptomog 8¢ O dpyLovvdywyog £miotevoey
0 KVpiw ovv Shw Td otkw avtoDd, kol
molhol TV KopuvOiwv drovovieg
émtotevov kol éBasmtiCovto.

Cf. 1 Cor 1:14 for mention of Crispus.
Ramsay suggests that the Gaius mentioned
there is another name for Titius Iustus (cf.
Rom 16:23). Polhill considers this "too
conjectural".

ApyLoVvaywyog, ov m president of the
synagogue

Verse 9

elev 8¢ O k¥pLog év vukTi dte dpduatog
@ Hovhw, M1 @ofod, A Adkel kol un
oLWITHOoNG,

VUE, vuktog f  night
opouo, atogc n  dream, vision

|Cf. 9:10,12; 10:3ff.; 12:9; 16:9f.

un opov the present imperative carries the
sense 'do not continue to be afraid' or 'be
fearful no longer'. Compare Paul's words in 1
Cor 2:3 where he speaks of his fear and
trembling when he first arrived in Corinth.

We are provided with a very 'human' potrait of
Paul who seems to have grown tired with the
continual Jewish opposition.

owwaw  be silent

Verse 10

ALOTL &yw elp petd oD koi ovdeig
grmOroetal oov Tod kak®dooi og, dLOTL
MOg £0TE wou oG v Tf toher TavT).

dLotL  because, for

g¢mOnoetol Verb, fut midd indic, 3 s
g¢mnOnuL  place upon, lay hands upon,
attack

kokow treat badly, harm

Not that Paul would suffer no opposition
(v.12), but that he would suffer no harm.

M00g, ov m people

Maog "The word regularly used of the Jewish
people as distinct from the Gentiles is here
used of the new 'chosen people': cf. 15:14 (§€
£0vwv haov); Tit 2:14; 1 Peter 2:9f." Bruce

Verse 11

"Ekd0ioev 8¢ £viovTtov Kal ufivag €8
dddokwv v avtolg Tov Adyov tod 0goD.

kaOLCw here used in the sense of stay, cf. Lk
24:49.

£VL0UTOog, OV m  year
unv, unvog m month
Oaokw teach

"Probably from late summer of 50 to early
spring 52. During this period he wrote 1 and 2
Thess." Bruce
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Day 250: Acts 18:12-17

Verse 12

Verse 16

kol dmjlaogy avtovg dmod tod Briuatoc.

TaAliwvog 8¢ dvOvmdtov dvrog Tiic
Ayotog kateméotnoayv 6uoduuadov ot
"Tovdoatol T aviw kol fiyayov avtov £mi
10 Pina,

dmjhaoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
dmehavve  drive away

Verse 17

Gallio was a son of the elder Seneca and
brother of Seneca the philosopher and of Mela
the father of the poet Lucan.

avOurotog, ov m  pro-consul (official in
charge of a Roman senatorial province)

kateméotnoov Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
kategrotnue  attack

ouobvuadov adv with one accord,
together

fiyayov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl dyw

fnua, atog n judicial bench, court

Verse 13

gmmhopduevol 8¢ mhvteg Swobévny TOv
apyLovvdywyov Etvmttov Eutpoodev tod
Briuatog: kol ovdEV TovTWVY T@® Talhiwvi
guehev.

gmhaufavoual take, take hold of, sieze

Swobevnv ToV AEYLOVVOYWYOV
"Presumably the successor or colleague of
Crispus (v.8). If this is the Sosthenes of 1 Cor
1:1, then he too became a Christian." Bruce

Tuntw  beat, strike

Méyovteg OtL Hopd 1OV vOuov dvoreidet
oVTog TOVg AvOpwITovg oéfeobal TOV BedV.

"Who beat Sosthenes? Probably the Greeks,
taking advantage of the snub Gallio had
administered to the Jews to express their own
anti-Jewish sentiments." Bruce

"The Jews probably meant that the apostles
were preaching a religio illicita. Cf. the
charges at Philippi (16:21) and Thessalonica
(17:6f.)." Bruce

avormebw  incite, persuade
ogfouol seev.7

Verse 14

uéAlovtog 8¢ tod aviov dvoiyely 10
otépo eltev 6 TaAllwv mpdg Tovg
"Tovdaiove, Ei pév v ddtknud Tu i)
OadLovEYNUa TOVNEOY, O ‘Tovdatot, katd
AOYOV v dveoyounv vudv:

ueAhw be about to

dvolyw open

otoua, T0¢ n mouth

adknua, Tog n crime, wrong
oadLovpynua, Tog n  wrongdoing, crime

koto Aoyov according to reason — 'it would
be resonable'

dveyouol give patient attention to

Verse 15

el 8¢ Tnmrjuatd oty mept Adyov kol
ovouaTwy Kol vouov tol kades udg,
SPeabe avtol KELTNg £yw TOVTWVY OV
Bovhopat €tvo.

Cntmua, Tog n dispute, questioning

OVoUO, TOG n name

Oeobe  Verb, fut act indic, 2 pl 6paw trans
see, see to

foviouor  wish

guehev  Verb, imperf act indic, 3 s (impers)
uehel impersonal verb it is of concern,
it matters

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 50: Page 6




