Reading The Greek New Testament Week 67: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2:12

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 67 — 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2:12

Day 331: Introduction to 1 Thessalonians

Paul's Second Missionary Journey

In our introduction to Paul's letter to the Galatians we left Paul and Silas at the beginning of Paul's
second missionary journey, having revisited the churches of Derbe, Lystra, Iconium and Pisidian
Antioch. Paul conveyed to these churches the decisions of the Council at Jerusalem which resulted in
much rejoicing and seems to have contributed to the growth of the churches (Acts 16:5). At Lystra,
Timothy joined Paul and Barnabas.

Paul seems to have wished to travel on from Pisidian Antioch into the neighbouring region of Asia,
perhaps intending to travel to Laodicea (and Colossae?) and on to Ephesus, but he was kept from doing
so by the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:6). Having travelled northwards 'throughout Phrygia and Galatia' the
missionaries sought to enter Bithynia but were again prevented from doing so (Acts 16:7). The nature
of these hindrances is unclear but Bruce suggests that it was probably the result of a prophetic
utterance from one of the party (note that Silas is referred to as a prophet in Acts 15:32). As a result
the travellers turned west and went to the sea port of Troas (ancient Troy). It is in Troas that Luke (the
author of Acts) seems first to have joined Paul's party for the first 'we' section of Acts begins in (Acts
16:10).

Paul may have hoped from Troas to head for Ephesus by sea. However, during the night Paul had a
dream or vision in which he saw a man from Macedonia pleading with him to 'Come over to
Macedonia and help us' (Acts 16:9). He concluded that God was leading them to preach the Gospel in
Macedonia. These incidents mark a key turning point both in the ministry of Paul and in the history of
the spread of Christianity: Paul is driven by God to take the Gospel into Europe'.

Macedonia and Achaia

From Troas Paul's party sailed to Neapolis and then the short distance inland to Philippi.
Philippi

On the Sabbath, after several days at Philippi, Paul and his companions found a Jewish place of prayer
situated outside of the city, beside the river’. It seems to have been attended mainly, if not solely, by
women and it may have been for this reason that it lacked the status of a synagogue. One of the
women to whom Paul spoke was a businesswoman from Thyatira called Lydia. She 'opened her heart'
to the message concerning Christ with the result that all in her household were baptised. Lydia then
invited Paul and his companions to stay at her house and it was probably here that the church at
Philippi was formed (cf. Acts 16:40). Lydia may well have been the source of the support which Paul
was later to receive from the church at Philippi and may also have been instrumental in taking the
Christian message back to her hometown in Asia Minor where there was later a large Christian church
(Rev 2:18-29).

During the following days, while Paul and his companions travelled to the place of prayer they were
pestered by a slave-girl who was possessed by a spirit by which she could tell the future. By this
means she earned a great deal of money for her owners. The girl followed Paul shouting out "These
men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." Eventually, Paul
became so troubled by the actions of this girl that he cast the spirit out of her in the name of Jesus. The
slavegirl's owners, angered by their loss of income, dragged Paul and Silas before the city magistrates,

Morris writes, "In response to the vision of the man from Macedonia Paul turned his back on Asia Minor and
became the first known Christian missionary to preach in Europe. It is probable that this step did not seem so
momentous to him as it does to us, for he simply passed from one province of the Roman Empire to another.
But it set the course of Christianity westward. In time Europe would become Christian."

Morris suggests that it was probably an open-air place of meeting.
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accusing them of creating a public disturbance by recommending customs unlawful for Roman
citizens. As a result they were both cruelly flogged and were then thrown into prison.

Locked in the central dungeon of the Prison, Paul and Silas fell to prayer and to singing hymns of
praise to God. At midnight an earthquake broke open the doors of the prison and freed Paul and Silas
from their chains. They, along with the other prisoners, could have escaped from the prison but,
probably due to the influence of Paul and Silas, all remained where they were. The conduct of these
two preachers proved a powerful witness to the jailer who led them out of the prison and begged them
to tell him the way of salvation. As with Lydia before him, so now with the jailer, he and all his family
became believers and were baptised.

The following day, the magistrates sent word that Paul and Silas should be released. But Paul asserted
his rights as a Roman citizen, claiming that their beating without trial was contrary to Roman law. The
magistrates, he said, must come to the prison and must personally escort them out. This the
magistrates did — though they added the request that Paul and Silas leave the city.

So it was that after only a few weeks, Paul and Silas left Philippi. Luke was left behind to look after
the infant church at Philippi while Paul and Silas travelled on to Thessalonica. Though they passed
through Amphipolis and Apollonia there is no record of them preaching in either city. Paul seems to
have been concerned to press on to Thessalonica.

Thessalonica

Thessalonica was the largest and the most important city of Macedonia and was also the capital of the
province. Unlike Philippi, Thessalonica had a strong Jewish community and its own synagogue. For
three weeks Paul went to the synagogue and reasoned from the Scriptures that "the Christ had to suffer
and rise from the dead" (Acts 17:3), declaring that Jesus is the Christ. Paul's ministry in Thessalonica
may have continued some weeks longer than may be initially apparent from the narrative in Acts’.

The success of Paul's ministry, particularly in attracting God-fearers away from the synagogue,
angered the Jews who stirred up a riot outside the home of Jason, a man with whom Paul and his
companions had been staying. Not finding the missionaries, they dragged Jason and a number of other
Christians before the city officials saying, "These men who have caused trouble all over the world have
now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's decrees,
saying that there is another king, one called Jesus" (Acts 17:6,7). Two things are evident from this
accusation:

1) Paul's preaching had at its heart the affirmation that Jesus, the Messiah, God's promised King,
had come and that his reign had commenced. From the content of the letter to the
Thessalonians it is evident also that he also declared that Christ was to return and would then
establish his kingdom in all its glory.

i) Paul's preaching was having no small effect upon the Jewish communities of the Diaspora.
They viewed his ministry as a threat to their very existence, so much so that they were even
prepared to use their own hope of the Messiah as an accusation against Paul before the Roman
officials — as has the Jewish leaders at the time of Jesus' trial.

Faced with this opposition, Paul and Silas were persuaded to leave Thessalonica for Berea*. Timothy
left with them, or followed shortly afterwards.

Berea

The team ministered at Berea for some time. Here, many of the Jews along with Gentile God-fearers
became Christians. After a while Jews from Thessalonica, hearing of Paul's ministry in Berea arrived

Ramsay suggested that it may have been as long as 6 months. Polhill, in his commentarry on Acts writes, "It
was long enough for a church to be established and leadership appointed (1 Thess 5:12). It was of sufficient
duration that Paul received financial support from Philippi "time and again" while in Thessalonica (Phil 4:16).
Evidently he took up his trade and supported himself as well during this period (1 Thess 2:9). Most of Paul's
converts in Thessalonica seem to have come out of paganism, judging from 1 Thess 1:9, which would indicate
a more extensive Gentile witness than one might gather from Luke's highly compressed account.”

It may be that when Jason and his friends were 'bound over', this included the condition that they should no
longer shelter Paul and maybe that they should see to it that he left the city.
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and stirred up the crowds against the apostle's ministry. The Christians at Berea sought to defuse the
situation and also to save Paul by escorting him from the city to Athens. Silas and Timothy remained
to minister at Berea.

Athens

On arriving at Athens, Paul sent word for Silas and Timothy to come and join him. While he waited
for them he began to minister at Athens — a ministry which was pursued in two very different contexts.

As was his custom, Paul took advantage of the synagogue to reason with Jews and God-fearing Greeks
concerning Jesus (Acts 17:17). But in Athens Paul seems to have been particularly distressed by the
idolatry and superstition of this, the intellectual centre of the Greek world. In Athens, Paul therefore
took the message to the marketplace and reasoned there with philosophers and with all who would
listen to him. The Athenians loved a good debate and so took Paul to the Areopagus, the ruling
council of the city. There Paul addressed the assembly, telling them of the Living God, a God
unknown to them yet the one who had created all things and who now gave them breath. He backed
up his arguments with quotations from the Greek poets. Paul called upon them to turn from their
ignorance and idolatry and to seek this God.

Thus far, Paul may well have received a sympathetic hearing, but he then went on to speak of the day
when God would judge the world through Jesus whom he had raised from the dead. This Jewish
doctrine of the resurrection of the body appeared absurd and abhorrent to the Greek intellect. Most
mocked Paul, though some asked to hear him again and a few, including Dionysius, a member of the
Areopagus, became believers.

At some point during Paul's brief stay at Athens, Silas and Timothy rejoined him. Paul's main concern
at this time seems to have been for the infant churches of Macedonia, churches with whom he had been
able to spend such a short time. Paul therefore sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to find out how they
were getting on in the faith and to minister to them (1 Thess 3:1-2). Silas he sent off elsewhere in
Macedonia, perhaps to Philippi (Acts 18:1,3).

Corinth

From Athens, Paul went on to Corinth where he met a Jewish couple, Aquilla and Priscilla, who, like
Paul, were tentmakers. It seems probable that they were Christians. Paul stayed with them, working
with them, and on every Sabbath reasoning with the Jews in the synagogue.

Of Paul's state of mind when he arrived at Corinth Morris writes, "We have every reason for thinking
that Paul was a discouraged man when he came to Corinth... Fanatical opponents had brought about
his forcible ejection from three successive preaching places, in each case just when it seemed that his
work would be crowned with success. After that he had gone to Athens, the cultural centre of Greece,
and had been met by mockery. In later days he recalled that he had arrived at Corinth, 'in weakness
and fear, and with much trembling' (1 Cor 2:3)."

Shortly after Paul's arrival at Corinth, Timothy and Silas came to him from Macedonia (Acts 18:3).
Timothy brought news of the church at Thessalonica saying that despite all the difficulties the new
believers were standing firm (1 Thess 3:6-9). The letter he wrote to them in response to this news
reflects this mood of relief and exultation.

1 Thessalonians

The Christians at Thessalonica were facing opposition, probably chiefly from the Jews. One element
of this campaign of opposition seems to have consisted in a personal attack upon Paul. His opponents
suggested that he was just another fly-by-night wandering preacher who had no real concern for the
Thessalonians — after all, had he not abandoned them when the going got tough? In writing to them
Paul therefore emphasises the purity of his motives and his deep affection for them.

Apart from the external trials the church was troubled by erroneous views concerning the second
advent. Imagining that the Parousia was imminent:

i) Some were troubled concerning Christians who had died, fearing that they would miss out on
the coming kingdom;
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ii) Some had abandoned their daily work on the supposition that further attachment to this present

world is pointless.

In seeking to deal with these problems, the leaders in the church, lacking maturity, seemed to have

caused further problems.

Paul addresses all of these issues in his letter, as well as encouraging the Thessalonians to keep away
from the immoral behaviour so common in the Greek world, behaviour which may have formed part of

their former lifestyle.

1 Thessalonians was probably written in the early part of AD 50.
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Day 332: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5

Verse 1

IMadhog kai Sthovavog kol Tuudbgog T
gkkAnotg @ecoohovikémv &v Bed oTpl Kol
kvpiw ‘Inood Xpltotd: xdoiLg utv Ko
elpfvn.

"The whole name ... Lord Jesus Christ, and the
significance of each of its component parts and
all of them in conjunction, was essentially pre-
Pauline, the faith of the church from the
beginning." Neill. Each element needs
therefore to be understood firstly against its
Jewish background.

Silvanus is the Silas of Acts. Bruce suggests
that the mention of Silus and Timothy is more
than a courtesy and that they may have
actively participated in the composition of the
letter.

xapLg, ttog f  grace, unmerited favour
etonvn, ng £ peace

| Reflects the Hebrew greeting shalom.

ékkhnowa, ag f congregation, church

"This wording directs attention to the group of
believers comprising the local church, whereas
such a salutation as 'to the church of God in
Corinth' (1 Cor 1:2) brings to our minds rather
the great universal church as it is manifested in
a particular place." Morris

TaTnpE, tatpog m father

év Be®d moTEL is an unusual expression. "It is
Paul's usual habit to speak about being 'in
Christ,' though 'in God' does occur (Col 3:3; cf.
Eph 3:9). But throughout these two epistles he
constantly associates the Father and the Son in
the closest of fashions (cf. v3; 3:11-13; 5:18; 2
Thess 1:1,2,8,12; 2:16-17; 3:5...). No higher
view can possibly be taken of the Person of
Christ. God is occasionally called 'Father' in
the Old Testament, but Jesus taught his
followers to see God as Father and it is a
characteristic designation among the
Christians." Morris

Many MSS add expressions such as the TR's
A7To B0V TATPOC UMWV KAl KVPLOV “Inoov
XpLotov. Metzger, in his Textual
Commentary on the UBS text writes,
"Representatives of the Alexandrian and the
Western types of text unite in supporting the
shorter reading. Other witnesses expand the
salutation by adding phrases familiar from the
salutations in other Pauline letters. If any of
these expansions had been original, there is no
reason why it would have been deleted.”

Verse 2

Evyoprotobuev 10 Bed mdvrote mepl
TAVIWV DUV, UWVELOY TTOLOVUEVOL ETTL TV
TEOOEVYMOV NUOV, ASLOAEITTIG

Paul usually begins his letters with
thanksgiving. Galatians is a "conspicuous
exception." Morris

gOyapLotew thank, give thanks

The plural implying Paul, Silus and Timothy.

mavrote always
uvela, ag f remembrance, mention
ddrodeuttwg ceaselessly, without ceasing
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Several comentators (such as Eadie and
Hendriksen) argue that ddLoAeLTTOC
belongs with what follows — so NIV. Morris
thinks that it belongs with 'mentioning' rather
than the 'remembering' of the following verse.

Verse 3

UVNUOVEVOVTES DUV ToD Epyou Tfig
mtotewg kal tod kdmov Tiig dydmng kol
thig Ymopoviig thg éAmtidog Tod kupiov
Nudv Incod Xptotod Eumpoodev 10D 0e0D
Kol TaTpog MUdV,

uvnuovevw remember, keep in mind

'work produced by faith, labour produced by
love, patience produced by hope' Paul speaks
of aspects of their character and conduct which
have their origin and dynamic in these
fundamental graces.

For a similar conjunction of £¢pyov, K0mT0g
and Vmtopovn cf. Rev 2:2.

For the conjunction of faith, hope and love, cf.
5:8; Rom 5:1-5; 1 Cor 13:13; Gal 5:5-6; Col
1:4-5; Heb 6:10-12; 10:22-24; 1 Pet 1:21-22.

komog, ov m work, labour trouble

dryar is the distinctive love that God has
manifested towards us in Christ; love to the
unworthy, love that acts at cost, love seen
supremely in the cross.

vrouovn, ng f patience, endurance

éhmig, Wog f hope, ground of hope, what
is hoped for

gumpoobev prep with gen before, in front of

éumpoobev... Eadie argues that this phrase
belongs with the opening participle
uvnuovevovtes. Morris thinks this unlikely
and suggests that it either belongs with the
whole of £pyov ... XpLoTov or perhaps
simply with the last phrase concerning hope.

Verse 4

eldoTeg, Adehgol 1yamnuévor VYo [tod]
0e0D, v ékhoynv dudV,

elddtec  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl oida.
(verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

adehpol — fellow members of God's family.

fyammuévol  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
AyaTaw

Their love is a reflection of the fact that they
are loved.

ékhoyn, ng f election, choosing, what is
chosen

"Election protects us from thinking of
salvation as dependent on human whims, and
roots it squarely in the will of God... Nothing
gives security to salvation like the concept of
election." Morris

Paul is confident of their election because of
the evidence of God's grace at work in them,
as he indicates in the following verses.

Verse 5

OTL TO evayyEALOV MUV oVK EyeviiOn eig
YOG &v My udvov AAGL kol £v duvduet
Kai év rveduatt Gyiw kai [€v] Tnpogopia
oMM, kaBwg otdate otou éyeviiOnuev [2v]
VULV St VUdC.

gvayyehov, ov n  good news, gospel

gyeviiOn  Verb, aor indic, 3 s yLvopol

uovog, m, ov i) adj only, alone; ii) adv
uovov only, alone

duvauel  Noun, dats duvauLg

aylog, o, ov holy, consecrated, set apart
to/by God

sinpogopla, ag f full assurance,
conviction

|I[M]p0cpopﬂq oM - 'with deep conviction'

JTOAVG, JTOAAN, TTOMV gen TTOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

Some (e.g. Eadie and Morris) understand Paul
to be speaking here of his subjective sense of
the Spirit at work — he felt that the Spirit was
at work through him as he preached. It is
better to understand what he says in an
objective sense — he was confident that the
Spirit was at work because of the effect he
observed in his hearers.

olog, a, ov relative pronoun such as, of
what kind

otot éyeviiOnuev (év) dulv dte Yudc. 'You
know how we were among you for your sake'
Eadie argues that this refers to the manner of
their preaching and not to their self-support
which is dealt with in 2:7-9. However, it is
probably best to see it as a reference to the
missionaries' general conduct, particularly
conduct in the face of opposition, of which the
Thessalonians then became imitators (v.6).

Day 333: 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10

Verse 6

Kol VUElS wuntal qudv £yevionte kol 1o
kvpiov, deEduevol TOv Mdyov év ONieL
TOMG uetd xapdc mvedpatog dyiov,

uLnIng, ov m imitator

See 1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; Phil 3:17
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deEauevol Verb, aor midd (dep) ptc, m nom
pl deyouar receive, accept, welcome

"The word ... is that used for the reception of a
guest (as in Luke 10:8, 10; Heb 11:31), and it
includes the thought of a warm welcome."
Morris

oMe, ewg f trouble, suffering

Cf. 3:3,7; 2 Thess 1:4,6 and the cognate verb
in 3:4; 2 Thess 1:6,7.

TTOAVS, TTOAAY, TTOAV gen TOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many ii)tohio many things

"The verb £€€1jyntau is found only here in the
New Testament. It is a vivid word, and
expositors from Chrysostom on have often
thought the imagery to have been derived from
the sounding out of a trumpet, though some
prefer to think of the rolling of thunder. Either
way there is nothing apologetic about it! The
perfect denotes the continuing activity, as does
the use of év rather than ¢ig (though this
cannot be pressed). The word is pictured as
still sounding forth." Morris

There had been opposition in Thessalonica
from the beginning (Acts 17:5-9) and there
was now persecution from local pagans (1
Thess 2:14).

uovog, m, ov i) adj only, alone; ii) adv
uovov only, alone
TOTOG, ov m place

Y00, A joy

Joy in suffering had been the hallmark of Paul
and Silas in Philippi (Acts 16:25).

P0G Tov Ogov rather than the more usual eig
tov Oeov to imply how they had turned to God
from idols, cf. the following verse.

Verse 7

£€eMilvbev  Verb, perfindic £Egpyoualr go
out

oTe yevéoOar vubg THmov oLy Tolg
mLoTeVovoLy £v Tff Makedovig kai év T
Ayl

Reflecting the strategic position of
Thessalonica on the Via Egnatia and with a
harbour.

wote  so that, with the result that
TUTOG, OV m pattern, example, type

"In the present passage the word is used in the
singular. Paul is speaking of the church as a
pattern community rather than of the
individuals comprising it as so many
individual patterns." Morris

wote  so that, with the result that
xoewa, ag f need, want
Modlew speak, talk

Verse 9

TTOG, OO0, AV gen JTOVIOG, TOONG,
mavtog without the article each, every
(pl = all); every kind of

avtol yup mept udv dmayyélhovolv
omoiov eloodov Eoyouev TPOg VUGS, Kab
g EmeotpdPpate TPOS TOV BEOV ATTO TAV
eldwlwv dovievely Bed LOVTL Kal
AANOLVD,

amoyyehhw announce, proclaim

"First they followed their preachers as a living
pattern or example, pwuntor, and then they
in turn became an example, TUITOG, a pattern
for the imitation of other churches." Eadie

Continuous present, 'kept talking'.

Verse 8

age VUV yop EENYNTaL 6 Mdyog tod
Kvpiov o udvov év i Makedovig kal [€v
ThH] Ayalg, dAhe év movti TOTw 1 mloTig
VUOV N TPOG TOV B0V EEeMiAVOeY, oTe
un xpetov Exery fudg Aaetv tu*

OmoLog, o, ov correlative pronoun  of what
sort, such as

eloodog, ov f visit, reception, entrance

goyouev  Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl €y

ntwg how, in what way

gmotpepw turn back, return, turn round,
turn

eldwlov, ov n idol

gENynTaL  Verb, imperf pass indic, 3 s
gEnyxew sound out

Most Thessalonian believers were Gentiles.
"Becoming a Christian involves a very definite
break with non-Christian habits. Whatever the
believers' previous background, there must
always be a turning from idols of some sort.
The act of conversion involves a change of
direction of the will. This is a decisive
happening, a reorientation of the whole of life.
This is so in every age, but especially was it
true of Christians in the Greek world of the
first century A.D." Morris

Caw live, be alive
aAnbuvog, a, ov real, genuine, true
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"The word Paul uses conveys the idea of
'genuine, real' (BAGD). Its opposite is not so
much 'false' as 'unreal." Moffatt says that it is
'real as opposed to false in the sense of
counterfeit'." Morris

Verse 10

By repeating the term €i00d0g the thoughts
here are linked back with 1:9. "'You' here
corresponds to 'they themselves' in 1:9. There
Paul cited outsiders as witnesses; here he says
that the Thessalonians needed no one else to
bear witness, for they themselves knew what
had happened." Morris

KOl AVOUEVELY TOV VIOV adToD £k TV
oVpavAV, OV fyelpev €k [TOV] vekpdwv,
"Inoodv 1ov pvduevov fudg ¢k thg 0pyfig
Thig £pyouévng.

Kevog, 1, ov empty, to no purpose,
senseless

dvauevew wait expectantly

Here alone in the NT.

Morris suggests that the meaning is 'hollow,
empty, wanting in purpose and earnestness.'
"Paul is affirming as a well-known fact the
purposeful manner of his visit."

gyelpw  raise
VEKPOG, 0, ov dead

The mention of Jesus' resurection from the
dead is preceded and followed by
eschatological references. This event is central
to NT eschatology — Christ has been raised as
the firstfruits of the new creation.

véyovev  Verb, perf act indic, 3s yuvouou

Verse 2

AMAG TpomaddvTe kol VRELoOEVTES Kabwg
otdate &v DLhimmorg émappnolacduedo v
™® Oe®d UdV Aadfioar PO VUAS TO
eVayyElov 10D 0eod v TOMAD dydv.

ouvouol save, rescue

Note the present participle pvouevov 'Jesus
who is delivering us..." expresses the full force
of the present. Christ's saving or delivering
work is ongoing and will be completed only
when we are safe with him in glory.

mpomabdvieg  Aor act pte, m nom pl
mpomaoyw suffer previously

VBpLoBévieg  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom pl
VBpw treat shamefully, insult,
mistreat

opyn, ng f wrath, anger

"God's wrath lacks the imperfections that are
bound up with the purest of human righteous
indignation. But it gives strong expression to
the active opposition of a holy God to all that
is evil. We cannot do without this concept.”
Morris.

The present participle épyouevng stresses that
God's wrath is coming even now — it is on its
way.

These truths must have ocupied a prominent
place in the preaching of Paul and his
companions at Thessalonica.

"On that occasion, when it had been suggested
that the jailor should simply free Paul and
Silas, the great apostle had refused to leave
until the praetors themselves had come to
make amends for their treatment of Roman
citizens. In his insistence on upholding the
dignity of Roman citizenship we see
something of the deep hurt Paul had
experienced in the indignities heaped on him.
So now, as he recalls those days, he uses a
word that evokes memories of the insolence of
those who had ill-treated him." Morris

Day 334: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-6

Verses 1-6

duhutot, wv Philippi, Proper name, plural
in form

mappnotaloual speak boldly, speak
freely, have courage

Paul seems to have been accused by some of
insincerity — preaching to profit from his
converts. Hence his defence in these verses.

Verse 1

"It denotes a state of mind when the words
flow freely, the attitude of feeling quite at
home with no sense of stress or strain, an
attitude that includes both boldness and
confidence (in fact the corresponding noun is
sometimes translated 'boldness,' sometimes
'confidence'). When it is used in the New
Testament the verb always has to do with the
proclamation of the gospel." Morris

Avtol yap otdate, adehgol, tnv eloodov
NUOV TV TEOS VUAC BTL OV KEVT] YEYOVEV,

dywv, wvog m  struggle, fight, opposition

oida (verb perfin form but with present
meaning) know, understand
eloodog, ov f see 1:9

"The use of [this] ... word here reminds the
Thessalonians that the opposition that Paul had
met had been intense, and his preaching had
not been easy. How, in the face of this, could
it be urged that he preached only for what he
could get out of it." Morris
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Verse 3

N Y& mapdkAnolg Hudv ovk €k TAGVNG
ovde £E dkabapoiag ovdE év 6w,

Paul is being accused of being just another
peddlar of religion. "There had probably never
been such a variety of religious cults and
philosophic systems as in Paul's day. East and
West had united and intermingled to produce
an amalgam of real piety, high moral
principles, crude superstition and gross license.
Oriental mysteries, Greek philosophy, and
local godlings competed for favour under the
tolerant aegis of Roman indifference. 'Holy
Men' of all creeds and countries, popular
philosophers, magicians, astrologers, crack-
pots, and cranks; the sincere and the spurious,
the righteous and the rogue, swindlers and
saints, jostled and clamoured for the attention
of the credulous and the sceptical." Neil

TookAnols, eog f encouragement,
comfort, appeal

'"The appeal we make does not spring from ..."
NIV. The reference here is to the preaching
undertaken at Thessalonica.

mhavn, ng f error, deceit, deception

ovde neither, nor

dkaBapoia, og f impurity, immorality,
uncleanness

Sexual impurity was a regular feature of many
of the cults of antiquity.

0olog, ov m deceit, treachery

Noting the change in the preposition from £k
to év Morris comments, "The Greek &k
denotes origin; but ¢v rather signifies
atmosphere, so that Paul is saying that his
preaching did not spring from delusion or
impurity, nor was it conducted in an
atmosphere of craft [i.e. trickery]."

Verse 4

A kKaBwg dedokipdoueda vTd 100 Oeod
motevdfjval TO evayyélov ovTwg
rohoDuev, oy Og dvOpwoLg APEoKOVTESG
AAG BED TO dokLudTovtl TOg kaEdiag
NUAV.

Not the strong adversative, &AL, 'on the
contrary.'

dedokLudoueba  verb, perf pass indic, 1 pl
ookipalw test, examine, approve,
prove, discern

The perfect here not only past approval but
one that continues into the present, 'we stand
approved.'

motevdfjval  Verb, aor pass infin motevw
believe; pass be entrusted with

dpéokovteg  Verb, pres act ptc, m nom pl
dpeokw please, seek to please, serve

Though Paul's ministry was a service to men,
he is first and always a servant of God and of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

™G Kapdag fiuwy "Here the meaning is that
God searches out the whole of our inner life.
Nothing is hidden from him. In passing we
might note that the plural, 'our hearts,' is
unlikely to be an editorial plural. It associates
Silas and Timothy closely with Paul in this
great affirmation." Morris

Verse 5

olite Y&p mote év MOyw kohakelog
gyeviinuev, kabwg otdate, ovte &v
podosl mheoveEiog, Bedg udptug,

ovte not, nor (ovte ... ovte neither ...
nor)

mote enclitic particle once, fomerly, at one
time

|ovte 7ote ‘at no time,' 'never

kohakera, ag f flattery

"We can use this English term of remarks that,
although insincere, are directed to the pleasure
of the person being flattered. The Greek term
has rather the idea of using fair words as a
means of gaining one's own ends. Itisa
matter of using insincerity as an instrument of
policy, as a means of persuading another to do
one's will." Morris

mpogaotls, ewg f false motive, pretence
mieoveEla, ac f greed, covetousness

mheoveELo refers not just greed for money but
also for influence, power etc. — seeking
something for oneself, 'self-seeking'.

Verse 6

olite Tnrodvreg €€ dvOpwmwv dGEav, ovte
A VUV ovte dire GAhwv,

Cntew seek, look for
00Ea, ag f glory
dhlhog, m, o another, other

The meaning may be of other Christians or
other people more generally.
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Verse 7

Verse 8

duvdpevor év Bdpet gtvol g XpLotod
Amootorot, GANG EyeviiOnuev vijmol év
uéow VUMV, Og €0V TPoRoOg BANTY T
govthic Tékva,

oUtwg OUELPOUEVOL DDV VdokoDuEY
uetadodvar vutv o0 udvov 1o evayyéhov
100 00D ML Kal TAC E0VTOV Puydc,
SLOTL dryamnTol Nutv £yeviionte.

There is disagreement over whether the first
clause belongs with v6 or v7.

ouetpouar yearn for, long for (with
affection)

Bdper Noun, dats Bapog
glval Verb, pres infin el

Here alone in NT. An unusual word of
uncertain derivation but expressing deep
affection.

év fopel elvar 'make demands upon', i.e.
look for financial support. "Paul insists that
those who preach the gospel have the right to
be maintained by the church as they preach (1
Cor 9:14). But he was sensitive to the
accusation that he made money out of his
converts, so he did not insist on his own rights
(1 Cor 9:15-18)." Morris

gvdokew be pleased, take delight/pleasure
in

The imperfect expressing "no passing whim of
the apostles but their habitual style." Morris

vnLog, o, ov  baby, infant, child

There is a textual variant here between

vNITLog  babes, and 1tLog gentle. Itis
difficult to determine which of the two is the
original reading. The UBS text favours
vntiol but Metzger and Wikgren dissent,
arguing that 1j7t10L alone suits the context.
Having discussed the various argument,
Morris concludes, "When the arguments are so
nicely balanced it is not possible to be
absolutely sure of the original text. In general
the balance of probabilities seems to favour
'babies.' If we accept this reading, the meaning
is that when they preached in Thessalonica the
apostles spoke as simply as possible, as simply
as babies. It is a strong expression for the
extreme lengths to which they went to meet the
needs of their hearers."

uetadobval Verb, aor act infin peTodLOMMUL
share, give, impart

uovog, m, ov i) adj only, alone; ii) adv
uovov only, alone

govtog, €avtrn, Eavtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

Yuyn, ng f self, inmost being, life, 'soul’,
living being

'Themselves' — their whole being was given to
te care of the Thessalonians (cf. 1 Cor 12:15;
Phil 2:17).

dLotL because, for, therefore

Equivalent to 810 Tovto OTL 'on this account,
in NT always means 'because.'

dyomnrog, 1, ov beloved

ueoog, 1, ov middle; v u., gic u. inthe
middle, among

"... brings before us the specifically Christian
quality of love; its use brings to mind that that
love is essentially self-giving. It is not a desire
to possess the beloved, but a desire to give, a
desire inspired by the nature of the God whom
Christians worship. Paul had come to see the
Thessalonians as the objects of God's love, and
therefore as the objects of the love of God's
servants too." Morris

Morris writes, "¢ é0v with the subjunctive
is a fairly rare construction. It seems to be a
case of the late use of ¢av for dv and to be
distinguished from the ordinary use of the
indicative as denoting contingency. Findlay
speaks of it here as implying "a standing
contingency — 'as it may be (may be seen) at
any time."" Milligan cites examples of the
construction from the papyri."

Paul presents us with a fine but demanding
model of Christian ministry.

Verse 9

Tpo@og, ov f nurse, nursing mother

BaAmw cherish, take care of

govtog, avtr, Eavtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

tekvov, ov n child; pl descendants

UVNUOVEVETE YdP, AdeApOL, TOV KOTOV
NUOV Kol TOV wdxBov: VUKTOC kol uépag
goyatduevol mpog O un EmBapfioal Tuva
VUDV EkNEVEQUEY glg VUAC TO gVoyyEMLOV
toD Oeod.

uvnuovevw remember, keep in mind
komog, ov m work, labour trouble
uoy0og, ov m labour, hardship
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These words are also found together in 2 Cor
11:27; 2 Thess 3:8. "The combination stresses
that the work that the preachers had done had
not been token work, something in the nature
of a public show meant only to demonstrate
their willingness. It had been laborious toil.
They had had to work hard." Morris

"If Paul could be tender and considerate, he yet
never lost sight of the high demands Christ
makes on his followers." Morris

meputatew walk, walk about, live
dElwg adv (from dELog) worthily

vUg, vuktog f night

¢mPapfioat  Verb, aor act infin €mifopew
be a financial burden

Kknovoow preach, proclaim

Paul had received some help from friends at
Philippi while he was at Thessalonica (Phil
4:16) but took nothing from those to whom he
preached.

Verse 10

kohovvtog the present participle is preferable
to the variant reading koAeoavtog (aor).
Morris notes, "On occasion Paul can use the
aorist reminding us of the once-for-all nature
of the call (e.g. Gal 1:6,15); and again he may
even make use of the perfect to draw attention
to the fact that those called remain in the
position of called ones (e.g. 1 Cor 7:15,17).
But here we see that God's call is always
coming to us, and it calls us to nothing less
than being worthy of Him."

VUETS WAPTVPES Kal O Oedg, Mg O60LwS Kol
dukalmg kal duéutmweg vulv Tolg
motevovoly £yeviOnuey,

00Ea, ag f glory

HWOOTVG, WOOTVUPOG m  witness

O00wwg adv in a manner pleasing to God

Okalwg adv (from dikolog) righteously,
justly

Aueumtwg Adv (from duepttoc)
blamelessly

The lack of a separate definite article for
00Eav binds it closely with fooiielav asa
single item. ""Paul holds out this glorious
future as an incentive for the Thessalonians to
live worthily here and now. They have been
saved by a wonderful God. They have been
brought into his kingdom. They face a
glorious future. Let them so live here and now
as to be worthy of such a God!" Morris

The adverbs are rare, though their cognate
adjectives are common in the NT.

Verse 11

kaOdmep oldate Mg Eva EkaoTov VUMDV MS
ToTnE Tékvo £avtod

The construction of the verse is difficult,
lacking a main verb. The NIV supplies 'dealt
with' which Morris thinks "as good as any."

koOamep as, just as

oida (verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

£K00TOC, 1, Ov each, every; £va £K00TOV
each and every one

Paul's ministry among them was not marked by
favoritism or partiality but by a fatherly care
for each and every one of them.

tekvov, ov n child; pl descendants
govtog, avtr, Eovtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

Verse 12

mopakaAoTvTeg DUAS Kal Topapuvdovuevol
KoL LOPTVPOUEVOL ElG TO TTEQLITATELY VUAC
dEtwe 10D 0g0D 10D KohoDvrog VS eig
v €avtod Baotietav kol dOEav.

mapokahew exhort, encourage, urge
mopouvBeoual comfort, console
uaptvpouol testify, urge
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