Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 68: 1 Thessalonians 2:13-4:18

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 68 — 1 Thessalonians 2:13-4:8

Day 336: 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16

Verse 13

Verse 14

Kai o0 todto kal fuelg euyoaptotoduey
O 0e®d ddLokelmtwg, Ot TOPAAAPOVTES
MOyov dkofic ape udv 100 Beod
£06¢Ea00e oV Adyov avBpwmwy ALY Kabwg
gotLvy ABdsg Adyov Bgol, Og kal
gvepyeltal £v DUtV Tolg TLOTEVOVOLY.

VUETS YOO utuntol éyevidnte, adelgot,
TOV EKKANOLDVY T0D Be0D TV 0VOODV £V T
Tovdaia ¢v XpLot®d ‘Incod, dtiL 1o avTd
£ma0eTe Kol VUELS VITO TOV 1dlwV
OVUPUAETOV KoOWS Kol adTol VITO TV
"Tovdaiwv,

gvyapLotew thank, give thanks

advaeuttowog ceaselessly, without ceasing

mopohafovteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
napaloupovew take, receive, accept

dkofis Noun, gens dkom, ng f report,
news, hearing

unIng, ov m imitator

ékkhnowo, ag f congregation, church

¢mdOete  Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl mwooyw
suffer, experience

idLog, 0, ov one's own

ovuguietns, ov m fellow-countryman

Paul "was conscious that ... [his theology]
rested at bottom on the truth of God; and when
he preached it ... he did not submit it to men as
a theme for discussion. He put it above
discussion. He pronounced a solemn and
reiterated anathema on either man or angel
who should put anything else in its stead. He
published it, not for criticism, as though it had
been his own device: but, as the word of God,
for the obedience of faith." Denny

"An expression that may be in part
geographical and include Thessalonian Jews,
but that certainly points to a large Gentile
element in the opposition. We are probably
not far wrong in seeing the opposition as
rooted in the hostility of the Jews, but as
extending also to the Greeks who were so
stirred up by the Jews that they took action on
their own account. Incidentally, the
expression reveals that the church was
predominantly Gentile." Morris

dAndwg adv truly, in truth
évepyew work, be at work (in)

"Tovdatog, a, ov a Jew, Jewish, Judean

Verse 15

Morris argues that the O¢ of the verb
évepyeLtal refers back to Aoyov, not Ogov.
He follows the assertion of Lightfoot that
when speaking of God Paul always uses the
active voice of this verb, using the middle (or
passive) when speaking of some other
intermediary, "thus emphasising that it is God,
and not some quasi-magical power in the word
itself that works."

The word of God is active and powerful: it is
not Paul and his team but the word of God
which has transformed these Thessalonians.
The present tense here LoTEVOLOLY refers to
"a continuous process of belief (rather than the
single act of decision that would be more
naturally expressed by the aorist)." Morris
The believing (present tense) and the
inworking (present tense) are coordinate.

TOV Kal TOV KVPLOV GITOKTELVAVTWY
"Inoodv kol Tovg mpoprtag, kal ubg
ELOLWEAVTWY, Kol Bed un APeoKOVIWY, Kol
oL GvOpwIToLg EvavTtimy,

dmoktewvdviwy  Verb, aor act pte, gen pl
Amroktelvw and ATOKTEVV®, -VVUW
kill, put to death

On the mention also of the prophets, cf.
Stephen's words in Acts 7:52. "The slaying of
the Lord Jesus was the outworking of the same
essential attitude as that displayed so often to
the prophets. Jesus, of course, had himself
denounced with some emphasis what his
nation had done to the prophets (Matt 23:33-
35)." Morris

gkdLwkw persecute harshly, drive out

dpeokw please, seek to please

gévavtiog, o, ov against, contrary to,
opposed to

A term normally used of such things as winds
(Mk 6:48; Acts 27:4), or deeds (Acts 26:9;
28:17). This is the only place in the NT where
the word is used of people.
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Verse 16

KwAvOvTwv Nudg totg é0veorv haifioar Tva
owbdoLv, el 1O dvomThnodool aVTdV TG

auaptiog mdvrote. Epbaoev 8¢ e avToNg
N dpyn eig Téhog.

kwAlvw hinder, prevent, forbid

£0veolvy  Noun, dat pl €06vog, ovg n nation,
people; ta ¢. Gentiles

hadew speak, talk

owB®owv  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl ocwlw
save, rescue, heal

"Paul probably had in mind the opposition that
provoked the riot when he was at Thessalonica
(Acts 17:5ff.), which is an excellent example
of the conduct he is condemning." Morris

dvaminpow complete the full measure of

auaptia, og £ sin

mavtote always

gpOaoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s @pOavw
come upon, attain, reach

Although the wrath spoken of here is
eschatological, Paul uses the aorist to stress the
certainty of its coming — a 'prophetic' aorist.

opyn, ng f wrath, anger
teAOC, ovg n end, conclusion,
termination

elg 1ehog may either mean 'to the uttermost',
i.e. fully, completely, or it may mean 'at last',
'finally'.

"Paul's anger is the anger of a man with his
own nation, his own people. He is very much
part of them, and he sorrows at their fate. He
is not gleefully invoking dire disasters on
them, but grieving over the effects of their
misdeeds. Phillips brings out something of
this with 'Alas, I fear they are completing the
full tale of their sins and the wrath of God is
over their heads.' It is the anguish so
poingnantly expressed in Romans 9." Morris

Day 337: 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5

Verse 17

Huelg 6¢, ddelgot, dmoppaviodévieg dge
VUDV TPOS KALPOV MPAG, TEOTMITW OV
Kadig, TePLocoTéEPWS E0TTOVdGTaAUEY TO
TPdoWITOV VUMV LOETV €V TTOAN] mibuuiqg.

NueLg 8¢ — in contrast with the Jews of the
previous verse.

dmopgaviobévieg  Verb, aor pass ptc, m
nom pl dmopgpavilw separate from
(literally, being orphaned)

Perhaps here the thought of a parent bereaved
of children.

koLpog, ov m time, season
wpa, ag f hour, period of time

TEOOWITW OV Kapdio Moffatt renders 'out of
sight; not out of mind.'

epLoooTePWS adv. (from sepLocotepog) all
the more, especially

omovdalw be eager, make every effort

{0elv  Verb, aor act infin Opaw trans see

It seems that opponents of Paul may have
suggested that his lack of real concern for the
Thessalonians was demonstrated in that he had
not returned to them.

émbuwa, ag f desire, longing

Paul uses a variety of terms to express the
strength of his desire to see them and to know
of their welfare.

Verse 18

dLOTL OsAjoauey €MDY TPOC VS, Eyw
uev Hoadhog kal dmat kai dig, kol
gvékopev NUdg 6 Satovac.

oLoTL because, for, therefore

Behow  wish, will

é\Oelv  Verb, aor act infin pyouo

0o once, one time

oL twice

The expression kol Gmwag kai dig "seems to
denote a plurality of occasions with no attempt
at giving the exact number." — 'repeatedly’.

évékopev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s £yKomTM
prevent, hinder

The reference may be to the opposition Paul
had faced which seemed to focus on him
personally — Timothy could return (3:1-2) but
Paul could not.

Verse 19

tig Yo MUdV ENTTiC 1) xapd | oTépovog
kavyoeme — 1) ovyl kol vuelg — Eurpoodev
10D kvplov NUdVY "Incod év 11 adtod
TOPOVOIY;

¢\, Wog f hope, ground of hope
oTeEQAVOg, ov m wreath, crown, prize

| Suggests the joy of victory.

kavynolg, ewg f boasting, ground for
boasting

oyl (emphatic form of 0¥) not, no; used
in questions expecting an affirmative
answer.

gumpoobev prep with gen before, in front of

mapovola, og f coming, arrival, presence
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The word mapovolo was used of Royal visits
and becomes in the New Testament the
accepted term for the second coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The first occurrence
(chronologically) of this word in the NT.
"Milligan maintains that, as distinct from other
words for the second coming, it 'lays stress on
the 'presence’ of the Lord with his people,
which, while existing now, will only at the
return be completely realised." Morris

Verse 20

Vuelg yap €ote 1 00Ea UV Kal 1M xoed.

00ta, ag f glory

"Yes, you are indeed our pride and joy'
Phillips

Verse 1

ALO UNKETL OTEYOVTES EVOOKNOOUEY
katohetpdfivar év Adrvorg uovot,

oo therefore, for this reason
unkett no longer
oteyw endure, put up with

The phrase cuvepyov Tov Beov is suject to a
number of textual variations. In his Textual
Commentary on the UBS text Metzger writes,
"Amid the variety of readings, the chief textual
questions are whether cuvepyov or dLakovov
should be read, and whether Tov 6gov should
be retained or omitted. Although on the basis
of external evidence it may appear that the
reading koL Olakovov Tov Beov... should be
adopted, the reading which best accounts for
the origin of the others is KoL OUVEQYOV TOU
Oeov... In order to remove the objectionable
character which the bold designation
OVVEPYOG TOV Beov appeared to have, some
copyists deleted the words Tov Beov or
transferred them to qualify Tov gvoryyeEALOV,
while others substituted dtakovov for
ovvepyov. Still later are the conflate readings
which embody both diakovov and ouvepyov,
the latter sometimes qualified by fjuwv rather
than tov Beov." Morris prefers diakovov
Tov Beov.

| The separation was unendurable.

Paul's description of Timothy expresses his
high regard for him.

gvdokew be pleased, take pleasure in

| Here, 'we thought it best.'

gvayyehov, ou n  good news, gospel
otnpLw strengthen, establish
mapakohew exhort, encourage, urge

katahelpOfival  verb, aor pass infin
kotohewtw leave, leave; pass remain
AOnvalg  Proper name (always pl) Abnvou

V1t means 'on behalf of . Timothy's visit was
to benefit the faith of the Thessalonians.

"We must not think it was easy for him to stay
and preach in Athens, the intellectual capital of
the world. Many of its inhabitants were
cultured people who would regard Paul's
message as unacceptable in polite, while not a
few were cynical and ready to mock at the
gospel Paul preached. Paul was not
insensitive, and he did not relish the prospect
of working alone in such a place. He realised
that it was necessary for Timothy to go for the
good of the work, but this verse gives us a
glimpse of what it cost him." Morris

Verse 3

O undéva oaiveobal év talg OAipeoLy
TaVTaLS. avTol Yoo oldate 0Tt eig Todto
ketueba:

unoetg, undeuta, undev no one, nothing
ocovvoual be disturbed, upset, moved

Morris suggests that the term means unsettled
in the sense of being enticed away.

OaLg, ewg f trouble, suffering
kewnal lie, be laid, store up, be stored up

uovog, m, ov adj only, alone

The plural would seem here an 'epistolatory
plural'. Paul sent Timothy and remained alone
at Athens.

Trouble is part of the destiny of the Christian,
see Jn 16:33; Acts 14:22 — "not the action of

some blind fate, but as the portion God allots

to his people." Morris

Verse 2

Verse 4

kal éméupauev Tiuo0eov, 1OV Adelpdv
NUAV kai ovvepyov toD Beod €v 10
gvayyehiw toD XpLotod, eig 10 otnpiEal
VUbS kol Topakaréoat VEp Thg mloTemC
VUV

kol yao 6te mpdg Yudg Nuev, TpoeAéyouey
DUty OtL pédlouev OAiBecbaL, kabwe Kal
£y£VeETO Kal oldaTe.

0t1¢ conj when, at which time
mpoAieyw say beforehand, warn in
advance

mewrtw send
ovvepyog, ov m fellow-worker

The imperfect suggests they continualy warned
them.
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OMPBw press hard, crush; pass
experience difficulty/trouble

Verse 5

S1d o010 KAyw unkéty otéywv Emepupa eig
O YVOVOL TNV TLOTLY DUV, U1 Twg
éneipaoey UAG O TELPATWV KOl €lg KEVOV
vévntal 6 kOmog fudv.

This is the only place in the NT where this
verb is used in the general sense of bringing
good news rather than of preaching the
Gospel. Paul's use of this verb here shows his
depth of feeling on hearing news of the
Thessalonian Christians.

| Here Paul repeats the thought of verse 1.

kdyw acompound word = KoL £yw

unkett no longer

oteyw endure, put up with

7wg i) interrog. particle how? in what way?
i1) enclitic particle somehow, in some
way

Of motvv kow TV Gyosmyv Calvin writes, "In
these two words he comprehends briefly the
entire sum of true piety. Hence all that aim at
this twofold mark during their whole life are
beyond all risk of erring: all others, however
they may torture themselves, wander
miserably."

"According to WD Chamberlain, this is one of
only two places in the New Testament where
un twg is used with the aorist indicative,
'referring to a past event where the purpose is
conceived as unfulfilled." Morris

uvela, ag f remembrance, mention
mavrote always

¢murobew long for, desire

16elv  Verb, aor act infin 6paw trans see
koBamep as, just as

melpalw test, put to the test, tempt

Satan's chief work is to oppose the work and
spread of the Gospel.

"The Thessalonians had not allowed hostile
propaganda to distort their recollection of
[Paul and his companions]." Morris

Verse 7

KeEVog, M, ov empty, to no purpose
vévntal  Verb, aor subj, 3 s yLvouoL
komog, ov m work, labour trouble

Day 338: 1 Thessalonians 3:6-10

Verse 6

1l tolto mapekhOnuev, ddehgol, Eqpe
VUtV &l wdon T avaykn koi OAiper udv
Ll Thg YUV miotewe,

TOPAKOAEW encourage

Aptt 8¢ ENOGvVTOC Tinobéov mpdg Nube dge
VUDV Kol evayyeloouévoy fulv v
mhoTLv Kol TV Aydmnv Yudv, kal Ot Exete
uveiov UV dyadnv mdvrote,
gmurofotvteg NUAg 1otV kabdsep kal
fuelg Hud,

The same preposition is used regarding the
encouragement concerning the Thessalonians
(¢ VuLv) and Paul's trials (émtu oo ...).
This unusual construction alligns the two.
Morris says that it conveys the thought that the
new strength Paul received through news
concerning the Thessalonians "enabled him to
rise above the difficulties in which Paul found
himself."

dptL now, at the present

"A new section begins at this point, and there
is a real break in the sense. Paul has been
speaking of what took place in the past, but
here he comes virtually to the present moment.
It is evident that he was writing very soon after
Timothy's arrival, which he speaks of as
having taken place 'just now." We have seen
how all the indications are that Paul had been
rather depressed at the turn of events. But the
coming of Timothy with news of the way in
which the Thessalonian converts had not only
stood firm, but had made progress in the faith,
had acted on him like a tonic. He wrote
immediately with a full heart. Which makes
passages like 2:17-3:5 all the more poignant,
for they were in fact written after Timothy's
return." Morris

avaykn, ng £ necessity, distress
OApLg, ewg f trouble, suffering

Until news came from Thessalonica, Paul was
under great stress through outward opposition
and the inward discouragement of little
apparent success from his work (e.g. the
mockery of the Gospel at Athens). Paul had
begun his preaching at Corinth in a state of
discouragement and trepidation. News of the
Thessalonians clearly encouraged him greatly
and gave him fresh heart for the work of the
Gospel.

Verse 8

OtL vV Thuev édv Vel OTrikeTe €V Kuplw.

evayyeMlw act. and midd proclaim the
good news

Caw live, be alive

¢0v  Conjunction £av if

otikete Verb, perf act indicative, 2 pl, in pf
stand, stand firm, hold ground.
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Verse 9

Tiva yap edyoplotiov duvdueba 1 Bed
dvtamodolval mepl VUdV £l don T
$0pd N xolpouev Ste Vudg Eutpoodev Tod
0e0D MUV,

oTnE MUV i.e. both of the authors and the
recipients.

katevbvvol  Verb, aor act opt, 3 s
kotevbuvew direct, guide

gvyapLota, og f thanksgiving
avtamododvol  Verb, aor act infin
dvtamodidwuL repay, return

Here 'render' — "What thanksgiving can be
rendered to God concerning you?' "That he
asks this question with this verb shows that
any thanksgiving he may offer is bound to be
inadequate." Morris

gumpoobev prep with gen before, in front of

Verse 10

VUKTOS KOl TUEEAS VITEOEKTTEOLO00D
deduevol gl 1O L8tV HUOV 1O TPdoWITOV
Kol kotaptiool T votepfiuota Tfig
TLOTEWS VUDV;

Note that the double subject, God our Father
and our Lord Jesus, takes a singular verb.
"Paul sees the two subjects as essentially a
unity." Morris (Though cf. Matt 5:18; Jas
5:3.) Morris suggests that this construction,
while not explicitly affirming the deity of
Christ, arises naturally out of such an
understanding of Christ's person. He
continues, "In view of the early date of this
writing it is important for the development of
Christian doctrine. The deity of Christ was
apparently accepted without question rather
less than twenty years after the resurrection. It
is not to be regarded as the culmination of a
lengthy process of growth and reflection."

vUg, vuktog f night
vepekmepLooov  adv. with all
earnestness, exceedingly

06dog, ov f way, path, road, journey

Verse 12

| His prayer is continual and fervent.

oeouol ask, beg, pray

10¢lv  Verb, aor act infin Opow trans see
kotoptilCw mend, make complete
votepNue, 105 n what is lacking

VUbC 8¢ 6 KVPLOS TAEOVATUL KO
mepLooevoal Tff dydmn el dAMihovg kol
elg mdvtag, kaddmep kal Nuelg eig YU,

The O¢ has the sense of 'but whatever the case',
i.e. 'whether I come or not.'

"The time that the preachers had been able to
spend with the Thessalonians when the church
was established had been limited. It had been
quite impossible to give them all the teaching
that they needed, and defects were now
showing up accordingly. Paul has dwelt with
obvious delight on the state of the
Thessalonians, but that did not mean he was
blind to their failings. As a true pastor he
knew that there was much that had yet to be
done for them. Timothy's report doubtless
brought Paul up to date on what was still
lacking in this church. It was his aim to play
some part in seeing that they were set forward
on the right road. He cannot be there in person
to do this, so he is writing instead, and perhaps
we should see chapters 4 and 5 as directed to
that end." Morris

mheovdooL Verb, aor act opt, 3s wAeovalm
cause to grow, make increase

mepLooevoal  Verb, aor act opt, 3s
mEPLOOEVW cause to increase, cause
to abound

Morris argues that these two verbs together
refer to the love they are to demonstrate, "As
for you, may the Lord make your love grow
and abound for each other ..." The two verbs
are similar in meaning though the second is the
stronger of the two. They are used together for
emphasis.

"Do you see the unchecked madness of love
which is indicated by the words? He says
mAeovooal and epLoogvoal instead of
avEnoat." Chrysostom

ANV, oLg, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

Day 339: 1 Thessalonians 3:11-4:2

Verse 11

AVTOG 8¢ O Oedg Kal ToTnE HUdV Kal O
kVpLog udv Inoodc katevdivar Ty 680V
MUV TPOG VUGS

kot €ig mavtog Their love is first of all to be
evident towards one another as the family of
God: it is to be a distinctive characteristic of
the children of God. But it is not to end there.
It is to be a love which embraces "the whole
human race" (Jerusalem Bible).

TaTnpE, tatpog m father

koBamep see v.6
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Verse 13

elg 10 oTNPELEaL VUdV TS KaEdiag
duéumttovg év arylwovvny Eurpoobev 10
0e0D kal aTPdg MUAV £V Tfi Tapovoig ToD
kvplov U@V "Incod uetd mdviwv tdv
aytov oavtod. [dunv.]

g¢owtaw ask, request, beg, urge

rn

The two verbs, 'ask' and 'urge' "reinforce one
another, and the combination gives emphasis
to the apostle's request." Morris

"The prayer here is that God will so supply the
needed butress that the Thessalonians will
remain firm and unmoved whatever the future
may hold." Morris

mopehdpete  Verb, aor act ind, 2pl
moporoupove take, receive, accept

This verb "had something of the technical
sense of accepting the tradition handed on in
Christian circles." Morris

otplw strengthen, establish

Notice the role of love, and perhaps
particularly love one for another, in the
process of sanctification.

dueumtog, ov blameless, faultless
aywwovvn, ng f holiness

mapa preposition with gen from, of, with

nwg how(?) in what way(?)

oelL impersonal verb it is necessary, must,
should, ought

meputatew walk, walk about, live

dpeokw please, seek to please

This is the goal towards which they must
grow. "Nothing less that the very highest
standard will do for the Christian." Morris

gumpoodev see v.9
TOOOVOL, OC see 2:19
ayog, a, ov holy, set apart to/by God

Pleasing God is not an option for the Christian,
it is the imperative of grace. "Christians do
not 'walk' with a view to obtaining the
maximum amount of satisfaction for
themselves but in order to please their Lord."
Morris

These 'holy ones' may include both angels and
those believers who are already with Christ in

glory.

TEPLOOEVW iNcrease, abound, excel
uarliov adv more

aunv is included in many ancient MSS. In the
Textual Commentary on the UBS text,
Metzger writes, "Was dunv dropped by
copyists who thought it inappropriate in the
body of a Pauline epistle (just as dunv was
omitted by a scattering of witnesses at the
close of Rom 15:33 and 16:24), or was it
added as liturgically apropriate in the context,
especially when verse 13 came to a conclusion
of an ecclesiatical lection? Since it is very
difficult to reach a confident decision, and
since the external attestation is rather evenly
balanced, a majority of the Committee decided
to include dunv, but to enclose it within
square brackets."

Paul praises them for their current conduct but
urges them to further endeavour — to 'abound
more and more.'

Verse 2

otdate Yoo Tivog moapayyeliog édwkauev
vutv Sl tod kuptov "Incod.

oida know, understand
mapayyeila, o command, instruction

mapayyeila was used of military commands
passed down the ranks. Paul passed on the
commands of Christ.

Day 340: 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8

Verse 3

Verse 1

Aoutov ovv, ddehgot, ¢omTdUeEY VUAS Kol
opakoloBuev €v kvptw "Incod, Tva
kaOwg mopehdPeTe o MUV TO TAOG Ol
VUdG epLTaTely Kai dpéokely Bed, kabwg
KOl TTEQLITOTETTE, (VoL TEPLOoEUNTE UGANOV.

tolto Y4 £oTLv Oéhnua tod 00D, O
ayraonog vudv, améyxeodal vudc dmod Tiig
mopvelag,

Behnua, atog n will, wish, desire

The absence of a definite article indicates that
this is part of God's will, not all of his will.

Aouog, M, ov rest, remaining, other: (to)
hourov adv. finally, henceforth, from
now on

dywaouog, ov m  sanctification, holiness

Aotov ovv 'finally then'. An expression
signifying "that the main section of the letter is
concluded though the subsidiary section it
introduces may be rather lengthy and very
important." Morris

The process of growing conformity to Christ.
The behaviour of the Christian is to be
moulded by what is pleasing to God an not by
the fashions of contemporary society.

dmeyw midd. abstain from, avoid

This infinitive is also governed by the first part
of the verse — this also is an expression of
God's will for his people.
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mopvela, og f sexual immorality

Verse 6

"The noun strictly means fornication, but it is
used of all forms of illicit sexual intercourse."
Morris

Verse 4

TO un VepPaivery kot TAeovekTely v T
edyuatt TOV ddehgov 0Tod, dLoTL
£kdLKOC KVPLOG TTEPL TTAVTWVY TOVTWYV,
kaOwg Kol TEOETOUEY DUV KO
dLepaptupduedo.

eldévar Ekaotov dudv 10 favtod okedog
KTdo0aL év aryLooud kol TLud,

vrepPfarvew do wrong, sin against

| Here in the sense of 'defraud.’

eidevar here in the sense of to learn.

£K00TOC, 1, OV see 1:11

govTOg, £auTr, EovTov  see 1:11

OKEVOG, oUg n oObject, vessel, one's body

KTaoual acquire, take a wife or exercise
self-control

mheovektew take advantage of, cheat
mpayuo, tTog n matter, thing, event, deed

The definite article tw 7. indicates that Paul
is still speaking of the same subject of sexual
immorality.

The phrase 1O £0VTOV OKEVOG KTOOOAL is
ambiguous and could mean either 'take a wife
for himself' or 'exercise control over his own
body'. Eadie and Hendriksen favour the
former, Eadie arguing that the phrase cannot
mean anything other than acquiring a wife.
Morris (following Bruce in drawing attention
to 1 Sam 21:4-5 where David speaks in similar
terms of his young men), inclines to the latter.

dtotL because, for, therefore

£kdLlkog, ov m avenger, one who
punishes

mpoeimapuey  Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl
mpoAeyw say beforehand

dtapaptvpouol declare solemnly

dywoouog, ov m  sanctification, holiness
Tun, ng f honour, respect, price

Verse 5

"Paul is referring primarily to the sins of which
he has just been speaking and says people who
commit them will render account to God in
due course... the full requital for wrong will
not be exacted until the last day. It is likely
that Paul is glancing at the great Assize."
Morris

un év mdber mbuvuiog kobdmep Kai To
£0vn T un) elddTa TOV OedY,

Verse 7

méOer  Noun, dats mabog, ovg n lust,
passion

é¢mbuuta, ag f desire, longing, lust,
passion

oV YO ékdheoev Nudg 6 Oeog i
AkaBapoig dAls v ayLaoud.

The call of God is the foundation of the
Christian life.

The phrase ma0etL émbvuag indicates a
person's surrender to their passions — 'not in
the grip of uncontrollable sexual drives.'

koBamep as, just as
€0vn  Noun, nom & acc pl €0vog, ovg n
nation, people

akobapora, ag f impurity, immorality,
uncleanness
AyLoopog, ov see v.3

Verse 8

ta . which is normally used to mean
Gentiles, is here used to mean those who are
not Christians.

tovyapodv O dfet®dv ovk dvOpwmov GOeTeT
AANG TOV 0OV TOV [Kat] dLdGVTO TO
mveduo avtod T dylov eig Vudc.

elddta  Verb, perfact ptc oido (verb perf
in form but with present meaning) know,
understand

tolyapovv inferential particle therefore,
then, for that reason
abetew reject, set aside, refuse

Cf. Rom 1:24,26,28. In the Roman society of
Thessalonica, fornication was not viewed as a
serious wrong but rather as part of the normal
pattern of life.

To set on one side. To put out of the frame of
one's decision and immediate concerns. To
treat as of no account.

ddOvTa.  Verb, pres act ptc, mnom's SLOWUL
ayLog, a, ov holy

The unusual construction TO JTVEVUA TO
GyLov lays stress upon the Spirit as holy.
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Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 68:

1 Thessalonians 2:13-4:18

Note here the present participle (though some
manuscripts, followed by the AV have the past
participle). The Spirit is continually given; we
need continually to be careful not to grieve
him or quench his work. "Anyone who carries
on an act of impurity is not simply breaking a
human code, nor even sinning against God
who at some time in the past gave him the gift
of the Spirit. He is sinning against the God
who is present at that moment, against the one
who continually gives the Spirit. The impure
act is an act of despite against God's good gift
at the very moment it is being offered.”

Morris
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