Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 69: 1 Thessalonians 4:9-5:28

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 69 — 1 Thessalonians 4:9-5:28

Day 341: 1 Thessalonians 4:9-14

Verse 9

ITepl 8¢ thig @rhadehpiog ov ypeiav Exete
yedgeLy Vulv, adTol Yap VUETS
BeodtdakTol £0TE £ig TO Ayamby dAlihovg:

gLAadelquo, ag f brotherly love

Outside of the New Testament LA0deA@LO

is used only of love between sons of one
father. In the New Testament it is used
exclusively of the love Christians are to show
to each other. Love for felow members of
God's family is a hallmark of vital Christianity,
cf. 1 John 3:14.

xpewa, ac f need, want
BeodLdaktog, ov taught by God

This word occurs here only in the New
Testament, though compare 1 Jn 2:26,27 for
the same thought. Cf. also John 6:45; 1 Cor
2:13.

dAnlwv, olg, ovg one another

Verse 10

Kal yOp ToLelTe o0To €l TAVTAS TOVg
adehpovg [tovg] év OAn Tfi Makedovia.
moapakaloBuev 8¢ vudg, adelgot,
TEPLOOEVELY UBALOV,

The present tense stoLeLTe implies continuous
action.

o\og, M, ov whole, all, complete, entire

We know of two other churches in Macedonia,
those at Philippi and Berea. There may well
have been others of which we are unaware.

mopakaiew exhort, encourage, urge
TTEPLOOELY WOALOV see V. 1.

Paul will not allow them to rest on their
laurels. Though commending them for their
conduct, he urges them to abound even more.

Verses 11-12

"This is the first indication we have had in this
epistle that some of the Thessalonians were so
excited by all the wonderful things in the
Christian faith that they were not bothering to
earn their living. But there are a number of
indications in the Thessalonian corespondence
that this was so (cf. especially 2 Thess 3:11).
A number of possible reasons for this have
been suggested, but it is most likely that it
arose out of second advent speculations. The
Thessalonian believers had learned very well
that the Lord would be returning in mighty
power, and evidently some of them felt that it
would be very soon. Accordingly there was
no point in continuing in some steady job. It
was much more realistic, they evidently
reasoned, to be about the business of
proclaiming the near end of the world. If they
had need of this world's goods in the
meantime, why, there were others, Christian
brothers, who could be relied on to come to
their rescue (it may be no accident that verses
11-12 follow a section in which Paul stresses
brotherly love). This kind of thing can be
done from a sense of serious purpose, but,
human nature being what it is, it can easily
degenerate into downright laziness and
idleness. People can be so taken up with the
spectacular, with excitement over the near
approach of the Lord, that they pass over the
important things of everyday life. So Paul
gives attention to such matters, and counsels
these brothers to mend their ways." Morris

Verse 11

kol @riotipelofal fovydlewy kol TpdooeLy
T 1610 kal £pydCeoOal tole [i6lag]
XEOOLV VUMV, Kabwe VUlv mapnyyelhauev,

@LAoTLueonal make it one's ambition,
endeavour, strive eagerly

The meaning here is 'fix one's aim on." Cf.
Rom 15:20; 2 Cor 5:9.

novyxalw be silent, cease, live a quiet life

| Means tranquility, not inactivity.

mpooow practice, do
idlog, 0, ov one's own

TEOOOELY T 1010 be occupied in one's own
business

¥ewp, xewoog f hand, power
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Morris says, "This unashamed advocacy of
manual labout in a letter to a community in a
Greek city must be remarked. The typical
Greek attitude was that slaves did this sort of
work, but that freemen would not stoop to it.
It was degrading. Here, as in so many other
ways, the Christians refused to take their
standards from the community in the midst of
which they lived. Rather, they held that all
things they did should be done as service to
Christ (Col 3:17), and they specifically held
that manual labour was good (Eph 4:28).
Doubtless they remembered that Jesus himself
had been a carpenter (Mark 6:3). How could
the followers of the Carpenter do other than
welcome manual work?" Though he then adds
that it probably also indicates that the majority
of the believers came from the lower social
classes and were poor rather than rich.

Verses 13-18

"The Parousia ... is a difficult topic. Within
the short space of the mission it would have
been impossible for the apostolic band to have
given anything like complete teaching about it.
Clearly they had given it a good deal of
attention, for the Thessalonian correspondence
gives evidence of as lively interest in the
whole subject... We get the impression that
the Thessalonians had understood Paul to
mean that the Parousia would take place within
their lifetime. They had become perplexed
when some (or even one) of their number died.
Did this mean that they had lost their share in
the events associated with that great day?"
Morris

Verse 13

mapoyyeAhw command, instruct

Neil quotes from Patterson Smyth a story from
New England "of a day during one of those
times of excited expectancy of the end of the
world when a sudden darkness at noon
interrupted the session of the Assembly. Some
cried fearfully: 'It is the coming of Christ: It is
the end of the world." But the old President
ordered lights to be produced: 'Bring in
candles,' he said, 'and get on with your work.
If the Lord is coming, how better can he find
us than quietly doing our duty?"

OV 0éhouev 8¢ Vudc dyvoelv, adelgot,
7EPL TAOV KoLwUEVmY, vo un Avrfiode
kabwg kol ol hourtol ol un &xovteg Ehida.

Behw  wish, will

dyvoew not know, be ignorant, fail to
understand

koluaopal sleep, fall asleep, die

Mumew pain, grieve, injure; pass be sad,
sorrowful, grieve

Aouog, M, ov rest, remaining, other

é\tig, 1bog T hope, what is hoped for

Verse 12

Tva mepuotfite e0oYMUOVES TPOG TOVG
EEw kol undevog ypetav Exnte.

meputatew walk, walk about, live
gvoynuovweg properly, respectably

"Believers must always bear in mind the
impact of their conduct on those who are
without faith." Morris

¢€w adv. out, outside, away; 0 £Ew
outsider, unbeliever
unodeLs, undeuta, undev no one, nothing

Hope is used in an objective sense. Cf Eph
2:12.

"When the apostle counsels the Thessalonians
not to sorrow as the pagans do, he is not
urging them to endure with a deep Stoic calm
the buffetings of fortune that they cannot
avoid. Nor is he counselling a callous
indifference. Rather, he is rejoicing in the
complete victory that Christ has won. Those
who have died have simply fallen asleep in
Christ, and they will wake with him. Clearly,
in the face of this prospect there is no reason
for despair." Morris

Here either, 'need of nothing' or 'need of no
man'

Verse 14

xpela, ac f need, want

"This whole section on earning one's living is
closely connected with the previous one on
brotherly love, and that not only in syntax.
Those who imposed on the generosity of their
fellows were not living in love. Or, to put the
same thing the other way around, the
exhortation to brotherly love carries with it the
necessity for providing for one's own needs, so
that undue strain may not be placed on the
brother." Morris

el yap motevouev Ot "Inoodg dmébavev
kal avéotn, ovtwg Kol O Bedg Tovg
korundévtag o0 tod "Inood dEel ovv
avTd.

AméBavev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s
dmobvnokw die

avéotn Verb, 2 aor act indic, 3 s dviotnut
rise, come back to life
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The &0 'Incov could belong either with the
preceding or following words — either 'those
sleeping through Jesus' or 'he will bring
through Jesus'. Moffat argues the latter but
Morris says that the parallelism of the verse
and the awkwardness of 'through Jesus with
him' favours the former. Paul is indicating that
death has been transformed into sleep through
Jesus. So also Bruce who writes, "Death
'through Jesus' is but the prelude to

™

resurrection 'with Jesus'.

Verse 16

OTL 00TOC O KVPLOg &v kehevopatt, v
Vi dpyayyéhov kai év odAmiyyL BeoD,
katofrostol dme ovpavoDd, kol ol vekpol
&v XpLot® Avootioovtal TpdToV,

GEeL  Verb, futactind, 3 s dyw

"Jesus will bring the faithful departed with him
when he comes back. Their death does not
mean that they will miss their share in the
Parousia." Morris

Day 342: 1 Thessalonians 4:15-5:3

Verse 15

"This verse makes us reflect on the very little
that the New Testament has to say about the
manner of the Parousia. Nowhere else do we
have as full a description of what is to happen
as here, but the details are few and do not paint
a very full picture for us. The point of it all is
that Scripture is intensely practical in this
matter, as in others. There are many things
that we would like to know, but the Bible was
not written to gratify our curiosity. Rather, it
is intended to help us in our Christian lives,
and for that the important thing is that we
should be ready when the Lord comes. Thus
we are often warned to prepare, and told that
the coming will be unexpected." Morris

Todto yop vulv Aéyouev ¢v MOyw kvpiov,
OTL NuETg ol TdVTES ol TTEPLAELTOUEVOL ELG
™V mapovoiov Tod kvpiov ov ur
@Odowuev ToVg KoLunoévtog:

kehevoua, tog f shout of command,
command

The form £€v Aoy KvpLov seems to imply

that what follows is based on a saying of Jesus.

The closest recorded saying is in Mat 24:31.

The various suggestions regarding this verse

are that:

i) It represents an otherwise unrecorded
saying of Jesus;

ii) It represents a prophecy given in the name
of Jesus in the early church;

iii) It reports a direct revelation Paul had
received from the Lord;

iv) It represents the apostle's thinking under
the guidance of the Spirit.

Morris thinks the first of these the best

solution and cites J Jeremias' work Unknown

Sayings of Jesus.

"The word is found often. It is the cry made
by the ship's master to his rowers, or by a
military officer to his soldiers, or by a hunter
to his hounds, or by a charioteer to his horses.
When used of military of naval personnel it
was a battle cry. In most places, then, it
denotes a loud, authoritative cry, often uttered
in the thick of great excitement." Morris

O Cullmann thinks of the keAevopa as
pointing to God's sovereignty. He speaks of
the time "when God, as in the first creation,
will decide in his sovereign act (kehevoua, 1
Thess 4:16) to constitute the new creation by
means of the spirit of life."

odAmyyr  Noun, dats cohmiyE, vyyog f
trumpet, trumpet blast

Associated in OT with triumph or the call to
festival.

Caw live, be alive

This expression may mean no more than 'those
Christians who will be alive at that time.'

mepLAELTTOUCL  remain, be left behind

Note the emphatic use of 00 un

kotofalve come or go down, descend

VveEKPOg, o, ov dead

dvaothiooviar  Verb, fut midd indic, 3 pl
aviotnuL rise, come back to life

Verse 17

@Odowuev  Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl @bavw
precede
koLuaouol sleep, fall asleep, die

gmerta NUelg ol TOVTES Ol TEPLAELTTOUEVOL
dua ovv avtote Gpmaynoduedo v
vepéhalg elg dmavnowy Tod kvplov eig
dépa’ kol oVTwg TAVTOTE OVV KVPiw
goopeda.

érerta then, afterwards
meplheLtoual  remain, be left behind
aua  adv. at the same time, together
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"There is a minor problem in that the faithful
departed will be coming with Jesus (v.14), but
the point made here is not so much the order of
events as the truth that the Lord's people will
be united at the Parousia." Morris

The event is certain but the timing
unfathomable. In this sense it will be totally
unheralded.

apmaynodueba  Verb, fut pass indic, 1 pl
apmalw take by force, carry off

vebeln, ng f cloud

dmovtnolg, ewg £ meeting

dnp, €pO0C m air, space

mavtote always

Verse 3

dtav Aéyworv, Elprivn kol dogdiea, tote
algvidiog avtolg ¢plotatar Shedpog
®omep 1| @OV T €v yooTpl £xovon, kai ov
ut) k@UymoLy.

The description hardly fits a secret rapture.

Verse 18

otav when, whenever, as often as
etonvn, ng £ peace
dogahelo, ag f security, safety

| They imagine their situation unshakable.

“Qote mapakolelte dAAAMIAOVG £V TOTG
LOyoLg TovToLs.

wote  so that, with the result that
mapakohew exhort, encourage
dAnlwv, olg, ovg one another

What God has revealed is for our
encouragement.

Verse 1

tote then, at that time

algvidtog, ov  sudden, unexpected

¢gpLotnuL come up to, approach, appear

OAeBpog, ov m destruction, ruin

WOoTEP as, even as

®dv, wvog f birth-pains, suffering

vootpl Noun, dats yootnp, tp0og f
womb; év yaotpL €xw conceive or be
pregnant

ITepl 8¢ TOV YPOVOV Kol TOV KooV,
adehgoi, ov ypelov Exete vUlv ypdgeodat,

The comparison of a woman in labour
focusses not merely on the pain but also on
suddenness and inevitability.

koLpog, ov m time, appointed/proper
time

"With regard to the second advent ... the
xoovwv are the chronological epochs that
must elapse, time considered simply with
regard to its duration, while the koLpwv
focus our attention rather on the nature of the
time, on the critical events which will take
place heralding the coming of the Lord."
Morris

gkbegvyw escape

Day 343: 1 Thessalonians 5:4-11

Verses 4-11

xpewa, ac f need, want
yodpeobatr  Verb, pres pass infin ypopw

"There is abundant evidence from the two
letters that he had spoken a good deal about
the Parousia during his initial preaching... It is
widely accepted in modern theology that early
Christian teaching was thoroughly
eschatological." Morris

The themes of night and day continue but are
now supplemented by those of darkness and
light. "It is not a difficult step from the idea of
the day of the Lord to that of walking in the
light, from that of the coming of Christ to that
of the character of Christian people as 'sons of
the light." The coming of that Day must
inspire God's people to live lives appropriate
to their calling." Morris

Verse 4

Verse 2

Vuelg 8¢, ddehgoi, ovk £0Te €v okdTEL, Tva
N Muépa VUde wg kKAETTNG Katoldfn,

ovTol Yo akplBdg otdate dtL fuépa
Kvplov wg khEmtng v vukTi oltwg
goyetal.

dkpBwg accurately, completely (in the
sense of needing no further instruction)
oida  know, understand

okOteL  Noun, dat s 0KOTOG, OVG n
darkness, evil

KAETTTNG see v.2

katahdpn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s
katalaufavew obtain, seize

Not that it will be heralded for them but that
they will be prepared.

MUEPO KUPLOV — a very ancient expression.
Cf. Amos 5:18-20.

Verse 5

kAemtng, ov m thief
vug, vuktog f night

AvTeg Yo VUETS Vol pmTOC £0TE KOl VIOl
NUEPOS. 0VK E0UEV VUKTOG 0V8E 0KOTOVG"

navteg  Adjective, m nom pl oG
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Qwg, pwtog n light

VIOl PWTOS is a Semitic idiom: to be a 'son' of
something is for that thing or quality to be
characteristic of the person. The added 'sons
of the Day' must refer to the Day of the Lord.
"Believers find in the Day of the Lord a
situation in which they are perfectly at home."
Morris A Day in which they live now.

owtnowa, ag f salvation

Note here the three 'graces' of faith hope and
love occupy a central place in the Christian life
as is expressed also in 1:3. Here they are the

defensive armour of the Christian.

vuE, vuktog f night
ovde neither, nor
0KoTOg, ovg n darkness, evil

Verse 6

Verse 9

OtL ovk €0gT0 Mudc O Oe0g eig dpyny AAAY
elg mepLmoinowy owtnpiag o Tod kvpiov
NudV ‘Inood Xprotod,

£€0eto  Verb, 2 aor midd indic, 3 s TtOnuL
midd put place, set, appoint

Gpo 00V 1) kadevdwuey Mg ol ool
AMAOL YONYOPDUEY KOL VII(PWUEV.

dpo. oUv expresses a "logical inference and
introduces an inescapable conclusion." Morris

koBevdw sleep, be dead
\oitog, 1, ov rest, remaining, other

"Unbelievers may well 'sleep'; they are
spiritually insensitive. But the believer should
not take his standards from them... 'Sleep' is
natural enough for the sons of the night, but is
entirely out of place in the sons of light."
Morris

Cf.Jn15:16; 1 Tim2:7;2 Tim 1:11; 1 Peter
2:8.

opyn, nc f wrath, anger

Cf. 1:10. To appreciate the greatness of our
salvation we need to appreciate what we have
been saved from as well as what we are saved
to.

yonyopew be or keep awake, be alert

Cf. Mk 14:38.

vnew be sober, be self-controlled

The senses not clouded or drowsy through
drink.

Verse 7

ol Yap koBed0oVTES VUKTOS KaOEUdoVOLY,
Kal ol pebvokouevor vuktdg uebvovoiv:

uebvokopar get drunk
uebvw be drunk, drink freely

Sleep and drunkenness are characteristic of the
night.

Verse 8

Nuels 8¢ Muépag Evieg VIIPWUEY,
gvovoduevol Bwpaka miotews kol dydmng
Kal sepikeaaioy EATida owtnplog:

vIpw see v.6

The stress is not merely on not getting drunk
but on the self-control and alertness that
should mark a soldier on duty.

évovw dress, clothe; midd put on, wear

The aorist may suggest the idea of a definitive
act. On Christian armour, see Rom 13:12f; 2
Cor 6:7; 10:4; Eph 6:13f.

Bwpag, akog m breastplate, chest
mepikeqoiala, ag £ helmet
éhtig, Wog f hope, what is hoped for

mepLTownols, ewg f obtaining, gaining
owmpla, ac f salvation

Verse 10

ol Amobovovtog Vitep NUOV (va eite
yonyopduev eite kabeudwuey duo ovv
avTd Crhomuev.

dmobavdvtog  Verb, aor act ptc, m gen s
dmobvnokw die

eite if, whether

YONYOPEW see v.6

koBevdw see v.6

The sense here is 'whether we are living or
have died'

aua  adv. at the same time, together
Cow live, be alive

"Paul is maintaining that the death of Jesus has
brought about a new relationship between God
and sinners. Those who are Christ's live with
him. There is the thought of that close union
which elsewhere is expressed in the pregnant
phrase 'in Christ." This relationship is not
disturbed by even such a final and decisive
happening as death." Morris

Verse 11

AL mapokorelte AAMMIAOVS Kol
oikodouelte £ig TOV Eva, kabwg Kai
TTOLETTE.

oLo therefore, for this reason
mapakohew exhort, encourage, urge

| The present tense implies continuous action.

arMnlwv, oig, ovg one another
oikodouew build, build up, encourage

| Implies growth.
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glg Tov £va 'one (to) one' is equivalent to
dMnlovg but emphasises the distributive
nature of the task — each one is to do it — and
also that it is to be a one-to-one activity as well
as communal.

kabwg kal swolelte "He knows the way in
which the Thessalonians were assisting one
another, and he commends them for it. But he
urges them to go forward on this way.
Christians may never relax on the grounds that
they have made sufficient progress." Morris

A distinctively Pauline word, cf. Acts 20:31; 1
Cor 4:14. J Behm says that strictly the verb
means "to impart understanding (a mind for
something)" and further, "It denotes the word
of admonition which is designed to correct
while not provoking or embittering."

Verse 13

kol yetobol avtolg VitepekmepLoool €v
Aydmn O 1O Epyov avTdV. elpnveveTte €v
£0VTOTG.

Day 344: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-18

Verses 12-13

Nyeouon think, regard, consider, esteem
VepekmepLooov adv. exceedingly

"Hold them in special esteem and affection”
Moffatt

Morris suggests that the first groups of
Christians would have been organised on the
model of the synagogue (cf. Jas 2:2) and
would have included a group of elders
exercising oversight. Such elders at
Thessalonica may have been unused to
responsibilities of leadership — most of the
believers seem to have been from the lower
strata of society. Yet they were being required
to deal with members who, in the heat of
apocalyptic fervour, had given up work and
were expecting to live off others. In such a
situation there may well have been tension
between the leaders and some of the
congregation.

elonvevw live or be at peace
£0vT0G, £avTn, favtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

Both leaders and followers are to be
peacemakers (cf. Mk 9:50; Rom 12:18; 2 Cor
13:11).

Verse 14

mopakaroduey 8¢ vude, ddelgot,
vovBetelte ToVg dtdkToug, mapouvbelode
TOVUG OALYOY VYOV, AVTEYXEDDE TV
ao0evdv, nakpobvuelte mpog TAvTag.

Verse 12

"Epwtduev 8¢ vude, ddelgot, eidéval
TOVC KOTLMVTOG £V DUV Kol
TPOTLOTAUEVOVS VUMV v KVPLWw Kal
vovOetoDvtag vudc,

gowtow ask, request, beg, urge
eldeval infin 0ida (verb perfin form but
with present meaning) know

Here 'know the worth of', respect

komwaw work, work hard, labour

"The address 'brothers' shows that these words
are addressed to the whole of the membership
and not simply to the leaders... The content of
this charge is to look to the needs of certain
people in the church. While this would be in a
special measure the responsibility of those
holding office, it was also something that lay
on the sholders of all (perhaps it was
something the leaders should lead others to
do). It was (and is) characteristic of the
Christian understanding of life that the entire
brotherhood is charged with responsibility for
all. For Christians care for others is not to be
left to any special class of believers." Morris

The single definite article indicates a single
group — the elders in the church who may not
yet have formally borne that title. The
following participles may expand and explain
the first.

mapakohew see v.11
voubetew see v.12
dtaktog, ov idle, unruly

npototnue be a leader, have authority
over

The word is a military term meaning a soldier
who is out of step. It came then to mean one
who is idle — a slacker.

The NT is not shy of speaking of leadership
within the church, though it does offer a
distinctive Christ-centred model.

mapapvdeonar comfort, console
orMyoyvyog, ov fainthearted,
discouraged

vovBetew instruct, teach, warn

"The word is well adapted to expressing a
tender concern, quite in the spirit of 'a bruised
reed he will not break' (Is 42:3)." Morris

avteyouol be loyal to, support
aofevne, ec sick, weak, helpless
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On the responsibility of the strong towards the
weak, see esp Rom 14 and 1 Cor 8.

Verse 16

uakpoBuuew be patient, wait patiently

Verse 15

IIdvTote yalpeTe,

Op0Te U TLg KakOV AvTL KokoD TLvt
Aod®, AMAA TAVTOTE TO AYaBOV dLWKETE
[kai] eic dAMAovg kol eig mdvTag.

Opow trans see, observe; intrans make
sure, see to

kokog, m, ov evil, bad, wrong, harm

dvtL prep with gen for, in place of

Gmod®d Verb, 2 aor act subj, 3 s GwodLdWUL
give back, repay

Cf. Matt 5:44-45; Rom 12:17. "Revenge is the
most natural and instinctive of vices." Denny

mavtote always
olwkw seek after, pursue, follow
dAMnlwv, olg, ovg one another

"Our Master, for our salvation, endured
patiently the insults and injuries of wicked
men. He, the Just, died for the unjust. In both
these ways his example is important for his
people. As the servant is not greater than his
Lord, we must expect the same kind of
treatment, and therefore we must expct to be
called on to show the same kind of patience
under provocation. And since he came to die
for sinful people, we must expect that our
meekness is to be by way of ministering to the
needs of the sinful also." Morris

"The New Testament does not give us a
picture of believers as people who are always
screwing themselves up to the point of doing
unpleasant things in the service of their God
but rather those who are glad to live out the
implications of their faith... He is not writing
about a joy that Christians produce by their
own efforts. It is natural for people to be
happy when things go well for them. But it is
not this natural joy, dependent on
circumstances, that is the special characteristic
of Christians. It is the joy that comes from
being 'in Christ." Thus it is that the New
Testament contains so many exhortations to
joyful living — startlingly many, if we fix our
attention on the outward circumstances of the
early Christian communities. Persecution was
always threatening and often actual. Believers
were usually in straitened circumstances and
compelled to work hard for their living. Their
lot can rarely have been other than hard. But
if we fasten our attention on these things, we
put our emphasis in the wrong place. They
thought more of their Lord than of their
difficulties, more of their spiritual riches in
Christ than of their poverty on earth, more of
their glorious future when their Lord should
come again than of their unhappy past. So the
note of joy rings through the New Testament,
and so Paul, who himself knew what it was to
rejoice in difficult circumstances (Acts 16:25;
Rom 5:3; Col 1:24), can say 'Be joyful always'
(cf. Phil 4:4), and speak of Christians as
'sorrowful, yet always rejoicing' (2 Cor 6:10)."
Morris

Verse 17

advadetmtwg mpooetyeode,

adradelmtwg ceaselessly, without ceasing
TTPOCEVYOUAL pray

"Continuing prayer is the continuing
expression ... of dependence... Again and
again in Paul's letters (and especially in these
two letters to the Thessalonians) the apostle
interjects little prayers into his argument.
Prayer was as natural to Paul as breathing. At
any time he was likely to break off his
argument or to sum it up by a prayer. In the
same way he looks for the Thessalonians to
live lives with such an attitude of dependence
on God that they will easily and naturally
move into the words of prayer on all sorts of
occasions, great and small, grave and festive"
Morris
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Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 69: 1 Thessalonians 4:9-5:28

Verse 18

gv mavtl eVyopLotelte TodTo Yop 0hnua
Beod v XpLot® ‘Inood eig Hudc.

gvyapLotew thank, give thanks

movnpov here can be either a noun or an
adjective, the phrase meaning either 'every
appearance of evil' or 'every evil appearance'.
In either case the meaning is the same.

"When we come to realise that God's hand is
in all things, we learn to give thanks for all
things." Morris

drmeyw midd. abstain from, avoid

Verse 23

Bednua, atog n will, wish, desire

Cf. 4:3. "'For this is the will of God ..." almost
certainly refers to the three injunctions" [of vv
16-18] Morris

Day 345: 1 Thessalonians 5:19-28

Verse 19

AVTOg 8¢ O 0ed¢ Thig elprivng ayldoot HUbg
olotehele, kol OAOKANPOV VU®V TO TTvedua
Kal 1 Yoyt kol 10 odua duéuttwg &v T
mopovoia tod kvplov NudY "Incod
XpLotol tmendein.

etonvn, ng £ peace

Gyvdoal  Verb, aor act opt, 3 s GyLolw
sanctify, make holy

oOhotedng, e wholly, in every part

10 mvebua un opfévvurte,

ofevvoul  extinguish, put out

The work carries the sense of completeness, 'to
perfection'.

"The use of the Greek negative un with the
present imperative here denotes a command to
cease from doing something already in process
and not simply a warning to avoid this kind of
thing in the future." Morris

Morris suggests that the reference is to the
behaviour Paul has written to them about,
which quenches the Spirit and results in loss of
spiritual power and joy.

OhokAnpog, ov  sound, whole, complete
Yuym, ng f self, inmost being, life, 'soul'
omua, T0g n  body

| Sanctification involves the whole person.

Verse 20

Auepuntwg Adv (from duenttoc)
blamelessly

TOPOVOLA, Og see 2:19

wENBetn  Verb, aor pass opt, 3 s TNEEW
keep, observe, maintain

Verse 24

mpognretag un EEovbevelte:

LoTOC O KaA®V Vudc, Og kol ToujoeL.

npogntela, og f prophecy, preaching,
the gift of prophecy
¢Eovlevew despise, treat with contempt

Verse 21

motog, M, ov faithful, reliable

TTAVTO 0t SOKLUALETE, TO KAAOV KATEYETE,

dokipalw test, examine, prove
kotexw hold fast, keep, restrain

"The point of this injunction, then, is that the
Thessalonians are asked to apply tests. There
are things that appear on the surface to be
good. There are manifestations that claim to
come from God. Such are not simply to be
accepted at their face value, for it is not part of
Christian simplicity to be credulous. All
things must be tested And not simply tested,
but accepted wholeheartedly or rejected
decisively as a result of the test. 'Hold on to'
denotes the firm acceptance of the good.
There must be no half measures." Morris

Paul is confident that his prayer will be
answered. "Because he is the faithful One, and
because he is the One who has called them, the
Thessalonians may know that he will do
perfectly all that is involved in their call. It is
profoundly satisfying to the believer that in the
last resort what matters is not his feble hold on
God, but God's strong grip on him (cf. John
10:28-29)." Morris

Verse 25

Adehgol, mpooeUyeo0e [kal] Tepl HUDV.

TTPOCEVYOUOL pray

Paul needed their prayer as much as they
needed his.

Verse 26

Verse 22

Aomtdooode Tovg Adehgpovg mhvtag v
EUUaTL Aytw.

Ao TOVTOC ldovg ovnpol dméyeabe.

eldog, ovg n visible form, appearance
movnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

domalouol greet, welcome
@uAnua, tTog n Kkiss
ayLog, a, ov holy

| The meaning is 'give everyone a kiss from me.'
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Week 69:

1 Thessalonians 4:9-5:28

Verse 27

"Evopkilm vudg tOv kvpLlov dvayvmodivol
TV €moTolMv oLy 1ot Gdehgols.

évopkllw place (someone) under a
solemn charge (in the name of)

Morris links this strong term to such passages
as 2:17-18. "Apparently some of the
Thessalonians had said that he had no real love
for them, and if he had wished to do so, he
would have been able to return. That he had
not done so showed him to have his affections
elsewhere. In this situation the ideal thing
would have been for Paul to have returned.
But his circumstances made this impossible; he
had to use this letter as a substitute.
Accordingly it was important not only that it
should come before the notice of all, but also
that it be seen plainly to be intended to come
before the notice of all. In this way his care
for them all would be manifest." Morris

The first person singular may suggest that this
is the point where Paul himself took up the
pen.

dvayvwobdijvar - Verb, aor pass infin
dvaywwokw read, read in public
worship

é¢motohn, ng f letter

Verse 28

H ydpig 100 kvpiov Nudv "Incod Xpuotol
ueds Vudv.

xapLg, 1tog f grace, unmeritted favour
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