Reading The Greek New Testament Week 70: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-2:4

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 70 — 2 Thessalonians 1:1-2:4

Day 346: Introduction to 2 Thessalonians

Paul's second letter to the Thessalonians seems to have been written shortly after the
first (see introduction to 1 Thessalonians).

It would seem that Paul's first letter was mistakenly understood by some to imply that
the second coming of Christ had already occurred. Hence Paul writes to correct this
misunderstanding. Most of the letter is taken up with instruction concerning the
Second coming and with how to deal with those who remain idle.

Referenced Works

John Eadie A Comentary on the Greek Text of the Epistles of Paul to the
Thessalonians, MacMillan, London, 1877

Leon Morris The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, The New International
Commentary on the New Testament, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1991

Verse 3
Day 347: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4 Evyoplotely ogeilopey 1@ Oedd mévtote
mepl VUV, ddehgol, kabwg GELOV EoTLy,
Verse 1 Ot VItepavEavel 1 TLOTIE VUAV Kal
IMadhog kal Zthovavog kal Tiudbeog T heovAalel 1 dydom £vOg £kAoTOV TAVIWY
gxkAnoio @eooolovikéwy év Be®d ToTEL VUOV elg aAMjrovg,
TRav kol kuply oot Xpuotd: Verses 3-10 are one sentence in the Greek —
The opening address is practically identical they are the complex expression of a single
with that of 1 Thessalonians. thought.
ékkAnowa, ag f congregation, church evyaplotew thank, give thanks
TaTnpE, tatpog m father opelhw owe, ought, be bound or
obligated
Verse 2 mavtote always
YAELS VULV Kal eiprivn dmd Oeod matpdg (}ELOG’ a, ov  worthy, fitting
[fudv] kai kvptov ‘Inood Xprotod. vrepovgavw grow abundantly
XOPLS, LTOS see 1 Thess 5:28 |Imphes Vvigorous grOWth.
glonvn, ng see 1 Thess 5:23 mheovalw intrans increase, grow
On the close conjunction of the Father and the Compare 1 Thess 3:10 & 12. Paul's concerns
Lord Jesus as the source of grace and peace had been answered.
Wilson coments, "That such a construction ¢ékaotog, 1, ov each, every
could be used without comment not only MMV, oig, ovg see 1 Thess 5:15
implies the writer's belief in the deity of Christ,
but also takes the reader’ acknowedgment of it Verse 4
for granted.” MoTE 0VTOVE NUAG £V VULV Eykowydobal &v

Talg ¢kkAnoiolg ToD Beod Vmep Thig
VITouoviig VU®V kal miotewg v oLV Tolg
duwyuole vudv kol tolg OAipeoy alig
avéyeobe,

wote  so that, with the result that

gykovytobal  Verb, pres midd/pass dep infin
gykovyaouol boast

vmowovn, n¢g f patience, endurance

Cf. 1 Thess 1:3.
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OLWYUOS, OV m persecution
Mg, ewg f trouble, suffering
aveyouot endure, be patient with

Verse 7

The present tense here highlights the
continuing nature of the persecution.

Day 348: 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10

Verse 5

kol vulv totg OABouévolg dveoLy uede
NUOV &v i dmokalipel tob kvpiov "Incol
A7te 0VPAVOD UET* Ay YENDV SUVAUEWS
avtod

aveolg, ewg f relief
amokolvie, ewg £ revelation

gvoeryno thg dikaiog kploewg Tod Oeod,
elg 10 koTaELwdfivol dudg thg faoctieiog
toh g0, Vmep Mg kol mwhoyete,

Emphasises that the Lord is currently hidden
from the world but that he will, on that day, be
revealed in glory.

évdeLyno, Toc n evidence, proof

Morris argues that it is not their suffering of
persecution but rather their faith in the face of
such persecution which is the demonstration of
the righteous judgment of God by which they
will attain to eternal life — though suffering is
also a means by which God prepares his
people for glory.

It may, however, be better to understand the
righteous judgment of God as that judgment by
which he accounts these Thessalonians to be
among his people — worthy of his kingdom not
by some act of theirs (worthiness) but by God's
own judicial act. The fact that they are
included among the children of God is made
evident also in that they are facing suffering
for the sake of the kingdom. The judgment of
God by which they are accounted his people
will also be manifest in the punishment of
those who persecute them (cf. v6f, also Phil
1:28).

Ayyéhwv duvauews avtod "Possibly the
expression implies that they are to be the
agents of the divine will. But the main idea is
that they are angels that belong to his power."
Morris

Verse 8

&v Tupl phoyog, dLddVTOC EkdiknoLy Tolg
un) eid6oLy Bedv kal Tolg ur VITOKOVOVOLY
@ evayyehiew Tol kvplov Hudv Incod,

P, og n fire
@AOE, phoyoc f flame

The phrase 'in flaming fire' probably belongs
with the words that precede it, i.e. v.7, rather
than with v.8. It is part of the picture of the
Lord's glory cf. Ex 3:2; Is 66:15; Rev 1:13,14.

odwuL  give
gkdLknolg, ewg T retribution, rendering of
justice, punishment

oLkoLog, o, ov  righteous, just

kplolg, ewg f judgement, act of
judgement

kotoELwdfivar  Verb, aor pass infin
kataglow count worthy, make worthy

maoyw suffer, experience

Verse 6

Cf. Rom 12:19 where Dt 32:35 is quoted but
applied to Christ. "It is yet another example of
the ease with which the church, from the very
first, assigned to Christ the functions that the
Old Testament reserved for Yahweh." Morris

€ld0dLv ptc oida (verb perf in form but with
present meaning) know, understand

vmakovw obey, be subject to

gvayyehov, ou n good news, gospel

glmep dikalov wapd Bed dvtamodolval
T0tg ONiBovoLY Dudg OATYLY

elep  since, if it is true that, seeing that

oo preposition with dat with, in the
presence of

avtamodotval  Verb, aor act infin
dvtamodidwul repay, return

OAipovoLy  Verb, pres act ptc, m & n dat pl
OMpBw press hard, crush

oae, ewg f trouble, suffering

The use of two definite articles could suggest
that two different groups may be in mind.
Some think that Paul refers separately to
Gentiles and Jews. Morris thinks that Paul is
using poetic parallelism and that there is no
clear distinction between two groups.

Verse 9

ottiveg diknv tioovoy Shebpov aimviov
Ao mPoowTov Tod Kvptov kai dmd Tiig
8GENG Thig loyvog avtod,

ottiveg Pronoun, m nom pl 60TLS, NTLS, O
Tt who, which, whoever, whichever

owkn, ng f punishment, divine justice

tioovowv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl Tivw
undergo, suffer

0AeBpog, ov m destruction, ruin
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OheBpov aiwviov "Does not signify so much
annihilation as the loss of all that is
worthwhile, utter ruin... It indicates that
separation from the Lord which is the final
disaster." Morris

loyvg, vog f strength

Verse 10

"We must bear in mind that when people are
called they are completely unworthy of this
call (Gal 1:13-15 is perhaps a classic instance
of this). But God does not intend that they
should continue in such a state. They are to
walk worthily of the calling wherewith he calls
them (Eph 4:1). It is this that Paul has in mind
here." Morris

Otav £M0n évooEaobfival év Tolg ayiolg
ovtod kal Bavuaodijval év ool Totg
motevoaoy, OTL €mLoTendn TO naPTVPLOV
NUAV €@ Vubg, v T Nuépa gkeiv.

sinpow fulfill, bring about, accomplish
evdokia, ag f good will, pleasure, desire
ayobwovvn, ng f goodness

o6tav when, whenever, as often as

£vO0EaoBfivar  Verb, aor pass infin
évdoEalouat receive glory, be
honoured

|An infinitive of purpose.

aywog, o, ov holy, consecrated, set apart
to/by God

"It seems that he is saying that those who are
in Christ and in whom Christ dwells will by
virtue of that fact share in his glory. On the
great day it is not only the Lord himself who
will be glorious, but his glory will also be seen
in the saints." Morris

Kol Tnpwon doav evdokiov dyabwoivng
'and fulfiling every good purpose.' Morris
thinks "Paul is praying that God will produce a
goodness of will in his friends. The
parallelism with 'work of faith' indicates that
the meaning is 'resolve proceeding from
goodness,' rather than 'a resolve after
goodness' or 'a resolve to do good.' Parallel is
'act prompted by your faith.! 'Every,’' which
precedes 'desire of goodness,' is rightly taken
with this phrase also... Faith is always busy.

A true faith will clothe itself in works."

BavuooBijvar  Verb, aor pass infin
Bavualw  wonder, be amazed

gmLotevdn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
TLOTEV®

uaptvplov, ov n testimony, withess

gKkeLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that, he,
she, it

duvduel Noun, dats dvvoulg

Verse 12

Omwg évooEaobi TO Gvoua tod kvpiov
NUOV "Inood £v Hulv, kal Vuelg év avTd,
kato TV xdowv tod Oeold MUdV kol kvpiov
"Inood Xprotod.

Morris suggests that prefixing the words €v Tfj
Nuépq €kelvn with such words as 'you will be
among them' brings out Paul's sense.

Omwg (or 6mwg av) that, in order that
gvooEalouatl see v.10
ovoua, T0g n name, title, reputation

Day 349: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

Verse 11

'Name' stands for the whole person. The intent
is that "The Thessalonians will be such a
bright and shining testimony to the reality of
their salvation that the Saviour will be seen to
be the wonderful Being he is." Morris

elc O kal mpoogwyouedo tdvrote el
VudV, tva vudg dEwon tiig kMjoewg 6
0e0¢ MUV kol TAnpwon moav evdokioy
Ayadwovvng kol Epyov miotewg €v
duvduet,

oy,

glg O 'with this in mind." Morris thinks
loosely attached to the whole of the previous
section.

Kol Duelg év avt® "On that day, just as he
will be glorified in them on account of what
they have become, so they will be glorified in
him on account of what he is... The languuage
is that of Isa 66:5 (LXX), but there 'the Lord' is
Yahweh. This is another example of the
tendency of the New Testament writers to
speak of the Lord Jesus in language used of
Yahweh in the Old Testament." Morris

TPOCEVYOUOL pray
mavtote always

dEwow consider worthy
kAnoig, emg f call, calling

xapLg, ttog f  grace, unmeritted favour

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 70: Page 3




Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 70: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-2:4

Day 350: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4

Verse 1

"Epwtduev 8¢ vudg, ddekgot, vmep Tiig
mopovotag ToD kvptov MudV ‘Incod
XpLotod kal Mudv gmovvaywyfc £me
avTov,

2 Thess 2:1-12 is one of the most obscure
passages in the New Testament. Paul is
writing to supplement what he had taught them
when present with them (v.5). Our ignorance
of what Paul had taught them earlier makes it
difficult for us to be certain of the meaning of
these verses which are so full of references to
his earlier teaching. For one treatment of this
see G Vos The Pauline Eschatology (Grand
Rapids, 1953) pp. 94-133.

"He speaks of three possible ways in which
they may be affected. 'Spirit' ... must be
understod in the light of the fact that the early
church expected supernatural communications
from time to time, for example, through the
ministry of prophets (cf. 1 Cor 14:29-30; 1
John 4:1). It means some revelation divinely
communicated. Paul, of course, encouraged
the right use of prophecy (1 Thess 5:19-20),
but here the content of the supposed prophecy
showed that it could not have come from God.
'Report’ ... may refer to a sermon, though the
term is broad enough to cover all sorts of oral
communications." Morris

gmoton, ng f letter

gowtaw ask, request, beg, urge

The single definite article indicates that one
event is being spoken of.

mopovoLd, oc see 1 Thess 2:19
gmovvaywyn, ng £ assembling, gathering

Cf. 1 Thess 4:13-18.

Verse 2

el 1O U1 toéwe oohevdiivar vude dmod
0D vooOg unde Bpoetobal urte dud

VeV LATOG WHTE OLd AOYOU WiTe OLe
£7LOTOMS OC SLe UdV, OS OTL EvEoTNKEV
N fuépa tod kvpiov.

"It indicates that Paul feared that a
communication of some kind had been reputed
to have come from him (and his assistants?).
But he writes in general terms, and we are
probably justified in inferring that he was not
quite sure of exactly what had happened.
Either that, or else he felt it not wise to refer to
it too directly. But he is making quite clear
that he accepts no responsibility whatever for
the report. However it had come, and however
it had been attributed to him, he had had
nothing to do with it. He does not want his
friends to be worried by these speculations,
and he completely renounces them." Morris

évéotnkev Verb, perfact indic, 3 s £viotnui
be present, perf had come

toyews adv. (formed from toyvg) quickly, at
once, soon

The thought here is 'precipitately’ cf. 1 Tim
5:22.

cohevBiijvor  Verb, aor pass infin oaievw
shake, disturb

VOVgG, vOOgG, voi, vouv m mind, thought,
reason, purpose, understanding

Here stands for the whole mental balance of
the person.

"To say that the day of the Lord had come did
not mean that it was completed and that all the
glorious events associated with it had
occurred. That was so obviously untrue that it
needed no refutation. What it did mean was
that the day had dawned. They were even then
living in it. This being so, the climax must
infallibly be reached, and that within a short
space of time." Morris

unde negative particle nor, and not, not
even; unde ... unde neither ... nor
Bpoeouatl be alarmed, startled

Verse 3

Cf. Mk 13:7.

unte and not; unte ... unte neither ...
nor

un TLg VUl ¢Eamation katd undéva
tpdmov: &t édv un ENO 1 drootaoia

mpdTov kol drrokahvedf 6 dvBpwog Tfig
avoutog, 6 viog Tiic dmwieiog,

¢Eoamation  Verb, aor act subj, 3s
¢Eamatow deceive, lead astray

unoeg, undeuta, undev no one, nothing

TPOTOG, OV m way, manner; Koo
undeva T. in no way

g0v un  unless

Requires the addition of some such phrase as
'that day will not come unless ...'

dmootaolo, ag f apostasy, rebellion
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The inclusion of the definite article implies
that Paul is referring to the rebellion about
which he had already spoken to them. "Paul's
thought is that in the last times there will be an
outstanding manifestation of the powers of evil
arrayed against God ... It is as though Satan
were throwing all his forces into one last
despairing effort." Morris

"While the temple is not easy to identify, the
best way to understand the passage seems to be
that some material building will serve as the
setting for the blasphemous claim to deity that
the Man of Lawlessness will make as the
climax of his activities." Morris

dokahvdfi Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s
dmokahumtw reveal, disclose

dvowa, ag f wickedness, lawlessness,
sin

koOLLw intrans sit down, sit

dmodelkvivto.  Verb, pres act pte, m ace s
dmodetkvoul  claim, set forth

¢ovtog, €avtn, Eavtov  him/herfitself

Concerning the rival readings dvouiag and
Guaptag (so TR), Metzger writes, "Despite
the broader external testimony supporting
duaTLog, on the whole it appears that the
early Alexandrian witnesses preserve the
original reading, dvouLog, a word rarely used
by Paul, which was altered by copyists to the
much more frequently used word, GUAOTLOC.
Furthermore, Yo ... dvouLag in v.7 seems to
presuppose dvoulag here."

amwiewa, og f destruction, utter ruin

It is not clear who this individual might be but
it will be an outstanding manifestation of the
powers of evil — Antichrist. "All attempts to
equate the Man of Lawlessness with historical
personages break down of the fact that Paul
was writing of someone who would appear
only at the end of the age; the Man of
Lawlessness is an eschatological figure. Paul
wrote that he will appear just before the Lord
comes again, and therefore it seems futile to
try to identify him. Scripture tells us that there
are many Antichrists (1 John 2:18), and it does
not surprise us accordingly that through the
ages of history many have appeared whose evil
lives remind us of this or that trait of the Man
of Lawlessness. But that does not give us
grounds for identifying the supreme
embodiment of evil with any of Satan's lesser
lights along the way." Morris

Satan's great desire is to dethrone God. "Most
commentators draw attention to the attempt by
Caligula to set up an image of himself in the
temple at Jerusalem, an attempt that was
frustrated only by his death. This took place in
AD 40. The attempt aroused widespread
horror among the Jews. It may well be that
Paul has this incident in mind in writing these
words, but we should bear in mind that what
he says goes beyond anything Caligua
attempted. The Man of Lawlessness is not
pictured as setting up a statue of himself but as
taking his seat in person (cf. Ezek 28:2)."
Morris

Verse 4

O AVTLKELUEVOC KOl VITEQOLOOUEVOS ETTL
mavto heyduevov Beov 1 offaoua, OoTe
avTOV £ig TOV vaodv 10D Beod kabioal,
dmodeLkvivia eavtov Ot oty Bede.

AvTIKELUOL Oppose, be against

vrepatpouol  be puffed up with pride; rise
in pride (¢m1) against

ogfooua, Tog n sacred thing, object of
worship, place of worship

wote  so that, with the result that

vaog, ov m temple, sanctuary, inner part
of Jewish Temple
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