Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 71: 2 Thessalonians 2:5-3:18

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 71 — 2 Thessalonians 2:5-3:18

Day 351: 2 Thessalonians 2:5-12

Verse 5

évepyew work, be at work (in)
avouo, ag f seev.3

OV pwvnuovevete OTL ETL OV TPOS VUDC
tadta Eheyov Dulv;

The forces of Satan are clearly already at work
in opposition to the work of God, though they
are restrained.

uvnuovevw remember, keep in mind
¢t still, yet, moreover

eheyov — the imperfect suggests repeated
teaching on this subject.

Verse 6

Kal vOv 1O koTéxov oldate, £ig TO
dmokahvgdfivar avtov v 1@ Eovtod
KaLp®.

uovog, m, ov i) adj only, alone; ii) adv
uovov only, alone

KATEXW see v.6

dptL now, at the present

¢wg until

ueoog, M, ov middle

vévntal  Verb, aor subj, 3 s yLvouot

Verse 8
I bl

katéxov Verb, pres act ptc, n nom/acc s
kotexw hold fast, keep, restrain

Conventionaly thought here to mean 'hold
back' or 'restrain,' though the verb can also
mean 'hold fast." It is difficult for us to be
certain of Paul's meaning.

kol toTe darokaivgdioetal 6 dvouog, Ov O
KVpLog [ Inoodg] dvelel T mvevuott ToD
0tOU0TOg avToD Kol katapynoet T
émupavelg Thig mopovoiog avtod,

otdo.  know, understand

At present there is something that restrains the
manifestation of the Man of Lawlessness. It is
difficult for us to know what Paul was
referring to here though clearly he had told the
Thessalonians. It is wise for us to avoid
dogmatic assertions since they can only be
speculative.

tote then, at that time

dmokahvgoroetar  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s
ATOKOAVTTTOD  see v.3

avouog, ov lawless, outside the law

avelel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s dvolpew do
away with, kill, destroy

otoua, Tog n mouth, utterance

Emphasises the ease with which Christ
destroys the final rebellion — with a word.

dmokohlvgbfivar  Verb, aor pass infin
ATTOKOAVTTTW  see v.3

govtog, €avtn, éovtov  him/her/itself

koLpog, ov m time, appointed time

kotopyew render ineffective, do away
with

émupavela, ag f appearing, appearance

sopovotd, og see 1 Tess 2:19

What is clear is that God is in control. The
Man of Lawlessness will only be revealed at
the time of God's appointment.

What is clear from this passage is the outcome
of this final unrestrained rebellion.

Verse 9

Verse 7

10 Yap pvothplov 1on évepyettol Tfic
avoutag: wovov 6 katéywv Gt fwg £k
UEoou yévntal.

ov £oTLv 1) mopovala kate Evépyelay Tod
Satavd ¢v Tdon duvauel kal onueiolg kal
T€p00LV PedoVg

o refers to the lawless one who, in many
ways, counterfeits Christ.

UVoTNELOV, OV n secret, mystery

"The use of the term here reminds us that there
are secrets as well as sin. We can never, by
our own reasoning, plumb the depths of
iniquity, the reason for its existence, or the
manner of its working. Paul points out that
even as he writes there is a secret activity of
lawlessness at work. The explanation of it all
is not open to us, but the fact of its being in
operation is clear enough." Morris

mapovola, og f coming, arrival, presence

évepyeia, ag f (supernatural) working,
power

duvauel Noun, dats duvauLlg

onuewov, ov n miraculous sign, sign

TEPUG, dT0g n wonder, object of wonder

Pevdog, ovg n lie, untruth, that which is
false/imitation

161 adv now, already

The signs and miracles will be real enough but
they are part of a plan of deception, a show
designed to lead people astray.
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Verse 10

kol év don dmdTn ddikiog tolg
drtorhvpévore, dvls v TV Aydmny Thg
alnOeiag ovk £6¢EavTo €lg TO oWOfvaL
ovToNG.

amotn, ng f deception

adikra, ag f wrongdoing, evil, sin

dmohhvut  destroy, kill, lose; midd be lost,
perish, die

&vo av because, therefore

dAnBeia, ag f truth, reality; év &. truly

The truth of the Gospel is not an abstract
philosopy but a revelation of the purposes of
God to be embraced in love.

"The stark contrast reminds us that ultimately
we must belong to one or other of two classes,
namely, those who love God's truth and those
who take their pleasure in wickedness. Those
who begin by failing to accept God's good gift
end by setting forward unrighteousness.
Notice the way in which they become
perverted. These people are not described as
sinning through force of circumstance or any
form of compulsion. They now find their
pleasure in sin. They delight in wrong. For
them evil has become good." Morris

owCw save, rescue, heal

Verse 11

Day 352: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

Verse 13

Kal oLl toto méumer avtolg 6 08¢
gvépyerav TAdvng eic 1O motedoal adTovg
@ PevdeL,

mewrtw send

The present tense may express the certainty of
the future event or it "may also carry a hint
that what will take place on the grand scale
when the Man of Lawlessness comes is even
now at work in principle in the case of lesser
people Whenever people refuse the truth, God
sends the working of error." Morris

‘Huelg 68 OQelhouey eVYAPLOTELY TO Oedd
TAvToTE TTEPL VUMV, AdeN@OL fyartmuévol
VIO kvptov, OTL glhato vudg 6 Bedg
Amapyny elg owtnpioy év ayLaoud
TVEVUOTOG Kol Tttoter dhnOetag,

gvepyela, ag see v.9
mhavn, ng f error, deceit, deception
Pevdog, ovg see v.9

opethw  owe, ought, must

gOyapLotew thank, give thanks

moviote always

fyosmuévol  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
AyOTToW

glhato  Verb, aor midd indic, 3 s aipgouat
choose

amopym, ng f firstfruit, first portion

Even in the deception suffered by many, God
remains sovereign, yet (v.12) man remains
responsible and answerable. "Men start by
rejecting the Gospel voluntarily; they then
reach the stage when they are unable to tell
what is gospel and what is fallacy. This is the
powerful 'delusion’ which Paul rightly regards
as an Act of God." Neil

Verse 12

Tva kpLODOLY TAVTES Ol UN) TLOTEVOUVTES
Th anBeiq AL gvdokfoovTES TH AdLKiL.

koo Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl kKpLvw
judge, pass judgement on, condemn
mavteg  Adjective, m nom pl oG
amBera, ag £ truth, reality
gvdoknoavieg Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
gvdokew be pleased, take pleasure in

The variant readings &t dpyng and dapynv
are both well supported in MSS, versions and
patristic citations. The UBS committee
favoured Ao oMV on the grounds that &t
Adpymg occurs nowhere else in Paul who
generaly uses GOy in the sense of ‘power.’
Bruce also favours this reading, understanding
it as a title for the church of God. Morris,
however, believes that transcriptional
probabilities favour dst dpyng for the very
reason that it is not a typical Pauline
expression. He adds, "Moreover, while Paul
employs the concept of firstfruits on a number
of occasions, he never elsewhere connects it
with election. On the other hand, he often
associates election with some expression
rooting it in the beginning. A further point
militating against drropyMV is the absence of a
qualifying genitive, which, as Frame points
out, is usual in Paul's use of that noun."

They are not passive agents in the rebellion
against God.

ddikra, ag f wrongdoing, evil, sin

owtnowa, ag f salvation

aytaouog, ov m sanctification, holiness
miotel  Noun, dat's TTLOTLG

aindelo, ag f truth, reality

Morris suggests that the final expression may
be intended to highlight the divine and human
aspects of salvation.
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Verse 14

el O [koi] ékdheoev vubg dud Tod
gvayyehiov UV, eig mepLoinowy dOENG
100 kvptov NUOV ‘Incod XpLotoD.

gvayyehov, ov n  good news, gospel
mepuTonolg, emg f obtaining, gaining

Verse 15

Gpa ovv, adehpol, otrkete, Kol koaTELTE
105 mapaddoeLg 0g £d10GONTE elTe AL
LOyov €lte die £mLoTOMS TUdV.

omikete  Verb, perf act imperat, 2 pl totnut
intrans (in 2 aor, pf & pluperf; all midd &
pass) stand, stop, stand firm

kpotew hold, hold fast, sieze, hold back

mopadools, ewg f tradition

oaokw teach

eite if, whether

érmotohn, ng f letter

What Paul had delivered to them, whether in
preaching or by letter, had been the word of
God.

Verse 16

AVTOC 88 O KOpLog udv "Incodg XpLotog
kal [0] Ogdg 6 matnp Nudv, 6 dyomioog
Nudc kai dovg mapdkinory aiwviav kol
gNTida dryadnv £v xdpute,

Cf. 1 Thess 3:11-13. The highest possible
position is given to the Lord Jesus Christ.

dyamnioag  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
AyaTaw

It is not clear whether Paul is speaking of both
persons or of the Father only. Morris thinks
probably the latter.

0oV Verb, aor act ptc, m nom's dLOMUL
give

mapakinolg, emg f encouragement,
comfort

g\, 10og f hope, ground of hope

¥GoLtt  Noun, dats yaplg, ttog f grace,
unmeritted favour

Verse 17

TOPAKAAETAL DUDV TOS kopdlog Kol
otnplEot v movti £pyw kol Adyw ayoadd.

napakohew exhort, encourage, urge

| Le. strengthen the whole inner life.

otnpLw strengthen, establish

"The prayer is for inner strengthening ... with a
view to faithful Christian service." Morris

Day 353: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

Verse 1

To howdv mpooetyeode, adelgol, mepl
NUAV, tva 6 Aoyog 100 kuptov TpéyM Kol
S0EALNTOL KaOwg Kol TEOg VU,

Aoutog, 1, ov rest, remaining, other: (t0)
Aowtov adv. finally
TTOOOCEVYOUAL  pray

The verb is in an emphatic position. Cf. 1
Thess 5:25.

TeEXW run, exert oneself

|For the imagery, cf. Ps 147:15.

00EaCw praise, honour, glorify, exalt

Paul is writing from Corinth where there was
opposition and difficulty.

Verse 2

kal Tvo. vodduev Ao TOV ATOTWV Kol
TOVNEDOV AVOPWITWV: 0V YOO TAVTWV 1)
TOTLE.

ovobduey  Verb, aor pass subj, 1 pl dpvopo
save, rescue

dtormog, ov  improper, evil, harmful

mTovnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

"Both the use of the aorist tense in the verb
'delivered' and the article with 'wicked and evil
men' point to a definite situation. Paul is not
asking for prayer that he might be kept safe in
his constant journeys and preachings. He
writes in the light of his particular situation.
He writes knowing that his friends are aware
of his difficulty. He looks to them to join him
in prayer that he may be delivered out of it. It
seems most natural to understand his enemies
as those Jews who opposed his preaching...
We know that they dogged his steps at Corinth
as they did in other places (Acts 18:5;, 12ff.).
His request reminds us of similar words
elsewhere (Rom 15:31)." Morris

oV YO TTAVTWV 1) TTloTLg either 'not all
people believe' or 'not all have embraced the
faith." The former leads perhaps more
naturally to the contrast of the following verse.

Verse 3

moTog 8¢ g0ty O kVPLog, Og oTnEiEel
Vubg kat @uAdEel dmd tod movnpod.

motog, M, ov faithful, reliable

| The inclusion of £0TLV is emphatic.

ompEllw seev.17

[CF. 1 Thess 3:2.

@puhaoow keep, guard, defend
ovnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked
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Could be either 'from the evil one' or 'from
evil.'

Verse 4

memotBouev 8¢ v Kuptw £ vudg, Ot O
opayyEAouey [koi] ToLETTE Kol ToLoeTe.

memoiBauev  Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl
meldw persuade, convince perfact &
pass have confidence, be confident

mapayyeAhw command, instruct

"Paul is putting his trust basically in the Lord.
But he is expecting the Lord so to work in the
lives of his friends that they will respond to the
commands laid on them." Morris

Verse 5

0O 8¢ kVPLog KaTeVOVVAL VUDV TAS KoPdiog
elg TV dydmmy 100 Ogod kal eig v
vopovnyv 100 Xprotod.

katevbvvol  Verb, aor act opt, 3 s
kotevBuvew direct, guide

"Paul is about to deal with certain people who
are idle and insubordinate. He never shirks an
issue, and his directions when he comes to
them are blunt enough. But it is not part of his
plan to give needless offense, and the
reference to the love of God is timely. It
reminds them that Paul speaks of one who
himself owed everything to the love of God
and who loved God himself, and also that they
are in the same position. There should be no
resentment among people whose thoughts are
fixed on God's love. Similarly the reference to
'Christ's perseverance' is in point when
people's idleness is about to be rebuked."
Morris

vmouovn, ng f patience, endurance

"There is some difficulty in knowing exactly
what the following expressions signify. An
expression like 'the love of God' might mean in
Greek either God's love for us (which NIV
chooses) or our love for God... [It is probable
that] the primary idea will be that of God's
love to us, but there will also be the secondary
idea of our love for him. Paul's prayer, then,
will be that the inner life of his friends be so
concentrated on God's love for them that that
this will evoke an aswering love for him.
Conformably to this, 'the perseverance of
Christ'... will denote first the attitude of Christ,
and then the answering attitude on the part of
the Thessalonians." Morris

Day 354: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10

Verses 6-13

"In the First Epistle Paul had mentioned that
some people would not work but were
disorderly (4:11-12; 5:14), but it is evident that
his brief exhortations had not produced the
desired effect. He felt strongly on the matter,
as we see from the fact that in this letter he
devotes so much space to this problem."
Morris

Verse 6

IMapayyéhhouev ¢ vutv, ddehgot, év
ovopatt Tod kvpiov Mudv] Incod
Xpuotod, o1éAecbaL VUbg Ao TavTOg
adehpod dtdktwg mepumoTodvtog Kol ur
Katd TV mopddooty fiv mapehdfoooy
O MUODV.

TOPOYYEAAW see v.4

ovoud, Tog n name, person, authority

otehhouol try to guard against, avoid; o.
dmo keep away from, shun

"In view of verse 15 this does not mean
'abstain from all interaction,' but it stands for
the witholding of intimate fellowship." Morris

dtaktwg in idleness, in lazyness

|C0mpare 1 Thess 5:14

meputatew walk, walk about, live

TOP0O00LS, WG see 2:15

mapehdfoooy  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
moporoupove take, receive, accept

The weight of textual evidence is fairly evenly
divided between mapelafooav and
mapehafete. UBS prefers the former as the
'harder' reading and the one more likely to
explain the origin of the other. Morris prefers
the latter saying that it is possible that the
former "arose by what Westcott and Hort call
'an ocular confusion' with the ending
apdooLy in the corresponding place in the
line above." He adds, "Moulton thinks it 'more
than doubtful' that wopelafooayv can be
accepted, since the termination is so very rare
at this period."

Verse 7

avTol YO oldate T 6el uuetodol fHudc,
OTL oVK fTrakTioouey £v DUty

nwg  how(?), in what way(?)

oeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must,
should, ought

utueounal imitate, follow another's
example

Cf. 1 Thess 1:5-6.

dtaktew be lazy, idle
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Verse 8

008t dwPedv dptov E@pdyousv o TLVOC,
AANe €v kKOTW Kol woOYBw VLKTOS Kol
Nuépag goyalduevol Tpog o W
gmBapfioat TLva dudv:

Day 355: 2 Thessalonians 3:11-18

Verse 11

ovde neither, nor

owpeav without cost, freely, for nothing

dptog, ov m bread, a loaf, food

gépdyouev Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl £00uw
and £00w eat, consume

AKOVOUEY YAP TLVOG TTEQLITOTODVTAG £V
VULV dtdktog, undev épyalouévovg G
nepLepyotouévoug:

"'To eat bread' is evidently a Semitism for 'get
a living,' not simply 'get a meal,' or even
'meals' (cf. Gen 3:19; Amos 7:12, etc.). Paul
does not mean that he had never accepted a
hospitable invitation, but that he had not
depended on other people for his means of
livelihood." Morris

dkovuev It is not clear how Paul heard this
news — it may even have been by letter. The
present tense could suggest 'we keep hearing'
or may simply mean 'we have heard.'

Twvag  Pronoun, m & facc pl Tig
ATAKTWS see v.6

Cf. 1 Thess 5:14.

unoetg, undeuta, undev no one, nothing
meplepyolonal  be a busybody

komog, ov m work, labour trouble

uoybog, ov m labour, hardship

vUg, vuktog f night

¢mPapfioat  Verb, aor act infin €mifapew
be a financial burden

Perhaps busying themselves in encouraging
others also to be idle.

Verse 12

|Cf. 1 Thess 2:9

Verse 9

Tolg 8¢ TOLOVTOLS TTOPAYYEMMOUEY Kal
mopakarobuey év kupiw Incod Xpotd
{va petd ovyiog ¢pyalouevol TOV E0VTOV
Gptov £00twoLy.

ovy 6tL ovk Exouev EEovaiay, alhe Tva
£0VTOVG TUTTOV dDUEY VULV €lg TO
wLpetobar Muac.

gEovola, og f authority, right

TOLOVTOG, VT, OUTOV correlative pronoun
and adjective such, of such kind

mapayyelhw see v.4

mapakohew exhort, encourage, urge

Compare 1 Corinthians 9:3-14 for a fuller
statement concerning the rights of an apostle
and Paul's attitude toward such rights.

Adds a softer note to the command.

govtog, avtn, éovtov  him/her/itself
TUTOG, OV m pattern, example, type

Cf. 1 Thess 1:7; 2:8.

novywa, o f silence, quietness
£00VTOC, €0V, £0VTOV  see V.9
dpTOC, OV see V.8

Verse 13

oduev  Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl dLdmwwL
give
uLpeopon see v.7

Verse 10

Yuetg 8¢, adehgot, un éykokfionte
kohomolotivrec.

| “Yuetlg 6¢ i.e. the majority of the church.

kol Yoo 6te quev mpog vudc, todto
opnyyéhhouev vuly, 8tu el TLg oV Béhel
goyGleo0at unde £00LéTw.

éykaknionte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl
¢ykokew become discouraged, tire of
kohomolew do what is good

Part of this doing good is for them to seek to
win over the idle.

Ote conj when, at which time
TapoyYeEAM®  see v.4
Behw  wish, will

Verse 14

The injunction applies to those who will not
(do not want to) work, not to those who
cannot. "Paul is giving the clearest expression
to the thought that the Christian cannot be a
drone. It is obligatory for him to be a worker."
Morris

el 8¢ TLg OVY VITAKOVEL TM AOYW NUDV dLd
thg €motoMig, ToDtov onueroBobe, ur
ovvavaulyvvuobol avtd, tva évrpoiy

unde negative particle nor, neither
£001€Tw  Verb, pres act imperat, 3 pl £€00ww
and ¢00w eat, consume

vakovw obey, be subject to
gmotoln, ng f letter
onuetoopor take note of
ovvavaulyvuul associate with
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The injunction is to withdraw from close
fellowship but (v.15) not to exclude the
brother completely. The same verb is used in
1 Cor 5:9-13.

Paul's words may have been prompted by the
uncertainty alluded to in 2:2.

évtpamfi Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s €VIpET®
make ashamed

Verse 15

Verse 18

1N xdprg 10D kvptov MUOV ‘Incod XpLotod
UETA TAVIOV VUDV.

Not the inclusion of 'all.'

Kal un wg €x0pov Nyelode, Al
vovOeTelTE S AdEAPOV.

¢x0pog, a, ov enemy, one hated
fyeouar think, regard, consider

"Throughout this whole section he aims at
having the dissident reclaimed in a spirit of
love. The actions enjoined in verse 14 are just
as kindly intentioned as those in this verse."
Morris

vovOetew instruct, teach, warn

Cf. 1 Thess 5:12,14.

Verse 16

AVTOg 8¢ 6 kVpLog Thig elprivng dmn dulv
TV elpfvnv dud Tavtog €v TavTl TPOTw. O
KUPLOC UETA TTAVTWV VUV,

elonvn, ng f peace
d®n  Verb, aor act opt, 3 s dLdwuL give

oL TavtOg 'continually'

TOOTOG, OV m way, manner

"Has within it the idea of the manner in which
conditions alter. No change in that which is
outward can interfere with the Christian's
deep-seated peace... The Christian's peace is
never independent of the Lord. It is the gift of
the Lord, and it is impossible apart from him;
indeed, it is the very presence of the Lord. It
is only as the Lord is in the heart of the
believer day by day that he knows this peace."
Morris

Verse 17

O domaouog tf €ufi xerpl Hoviov, 6 éotiv
onuetov év taoy €mLoTtorfi: oltwg Ypdow.

domaopog, ov m greeting

gU0G, M, OV 1st pers possessive adj my,
mine

xevp, xewpog f hand, power

Paul's practice would seem to have been to
dictate his letters to an amanuensis who wrote
them down (see particularly Rom 16:22). Paul
would add the closing words of greeting in his
own hand. This practice seems to have been
not uncommon at that time.

OMUELOV, OV n  Sign
£MLOTOAN, NG see v.14

xoplg, 1tog f grace
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