Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 75: 1 Corinthians 5:9-7:7

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 75 — 1 Corinthians 5:9-7:7

Day 371: 1 Corinthians 5:9-13

Verse 9

Verse 11

"Eypopa DUV €v T £mioTold) i
ovvavautyvvobal Topvolg,

gmotohn, ng f letter

"Some have understood '/ wrote' as an
epistolatory aorist, in which case it would refer
to the letter now being written. But there
seems little in favour of this, and it is better to
see a reference to an earlier letter, now lost."
Morris

\ o

viiv 8¢ Eypopa YUty un ovvovouiyvvodatl
84 TLg 4deEMOS dvopatouevog N TOEVOC i)
mheovekTng 1 eldwholdtong | hoidopog 1

ugbvoog 1 GmaE, Td ToLoVTW Unde
ovveoOieLy.

vuv &¢ ¢ypopa This is more likely to be an
epistolatory aorist (so Thistleton), but even
here Morris argues for a simple past tense
saying, "The sense will be, 'But now (you see)
Iwrote ..."" Morris

ouvvavoulyvuul associate with, have
dealings with

TToPVOg, o m man who practices sexual
immorality

Verse 10

¢av if, even if, though

ovopolw name, call; pass be known
N Verb, pres subj, 3s el

Aowdopog, ov m slanderer

oV aviwg 1ot mOPVOLg ToD KOGUOV
TOVTOV 1] TOIG TAEOVEKTALS KOl APITAELY 1y
eldwhordtparg, el mgetiete dpa €k 10D
kdouov EEeADETV.

moviwg by all means, in all circumstances

Is the sense of oV éviwg here ot
altogether’, 'not entirely' or 'not at all' (NIV)?
Thistleton thinks the latter, translating the
phrase 'in no way does this refer to people in
secular society who ...

"Here he refers to people who cannot open
their mouths without putting others down in a
way which causes hurt and implies a scornfil,
superior attitude on the part of the speaker.
This can become a habitual style of
communication which betrays self-importance
and insensitivity, and escalates pain into
grievance and a legitimate desire to withdraw
from verbal communication on the part of the
person to whom the abuse is directed."
Thistleton

uebvoog, ov m drunkard

mTAEOvVEKTNG, OV m one who greedy or
covetous

The vices Paul lists correspond with the
characteristics of Corinthian society. "Many at
Corinth were obsessed with the ambition to
achieve, i.e., to gain more social status, power,
or wealth." Thistleton

dpmaEly  Adjective, dat pl GpmoE, ayog
grasping, greedy

Perhaps particularly 'swindler' or one who
practices extortion. "Someone who kicks
others down the ladder in order to advance
upwards." Thistleton

gldwhohatpng, ov m idolater

Cf. 8:1-11:1 where Paul addresses the issue of
idolatry at Corinth.

érmeL  since, because, for
ogelhw owe, ought, must

Rosner argues that Paul is making use of
Deuteronomic material (cf. Deut 22:21; 17:3,7;
24:27). The list of vices is to be interpreted in
terms of Deuteronomic covenant identity and
covenant obligation.

"hoLopog and weBvoog, drunkard, occur in
Deut 19:19 and 20:20-21, where they
characterise people who excluded themselves
from the covenant community as the holy
people of God. Both on theological grounds
of the corporate identity of the community and
on pastoral grounds of what might cause the
community to disintegrate, Paul draws a
boundary which defines these qualities as
belonging to 'outsiders,’ not to Christians, at
least as habitual characterisations of their
conduct. Drunkenness not only repels others
from the company of the drunkard; in turn it
may lead to verbal and even to physical abuse.
It excludes the possibility of respect and
concern for the welfare of others while it holds
sway. But dyamm, respect, regard, love, for
others is a hallmark of Christian identity.
What is said about drunkenness in the
literature of first-century Judaism places more
emphasis on the unacceptable behaviour to
which it gives rise than to the consumption of
alcohol in itself." Thistleton

TOLOVUTOC, QVTT, ovtov such, of such kind
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"These vices are ... listed as characteristics, or
continuous practices, as against lapses from
which the offender subsequently turns away."
Thistleton

Day 372: 1 Corinthians 6:1-8

Verses 1-11

unde negative particle nor, not even
ovveoBuw eat with

"The detailed application of this injunction is
not easy. But the principle is plain. There is
to be no close fellowship with anyone who
claims to be a Christian, but whose life belies
his profession." Morris

Verse 12

Tl Yap pot tovg EEw kpively; ovyl Tovg
gow VUETS KPLVETE;

|‘EL YO0 oL 'what business of mine is it'

¢Ew out, outside; 6 £Ew outsider,
unbeliever

kouvm here in the sense not of make moralistic
judgements (which Paul clearly did) but
'formulate a verdict'.

ovyL (emphatic form of oV) not, no; used
in questions expecting an affirmative
answer.

¢ow inside, within; 6 éow one inside the
church, believer

Thistleton cites studies which have drawn
attention to the importance of reckoning with
the background at Corinth for a proper
understanding of this section. Thistleton
entitles 6:1-11 Legal Action by the Socially
Influential as an Abuse of Power and says,
"Mitchell argues that 'higher status people
were taking lower status people to court,
where the latter were at a disadvantage.'
Thereby a concern for the unity of the
congregation was sacrificed to the use of
social networks of power and patronage
outside the congregation. To succeed at law a
person usually needed the right contacts and
direct or indirect inflence."

Again, the focus is upon the distinctive
standards and behaviour which are to mark the
people of God living under the cross in
contrast with the standards of society 'outside.'

Verse 1

"The disclaimer about outsiders makes sense
only as a way of understanding the importance
of responsible household rules for those inside.
Once this has been established, Paul adds that
if people wonder about those outside, outsiders
do not escape responsibility for their lifestyles;
they have God as their judge, but it is not for
the church to try to impose its corporate house
rules upon them. This does not imply that the
church should keep silent about what God has
ordained for the welfare of humanity. But it
places its imposition of 'rules of conduct' for
the internal affairs of the church and the
external affairs of the world on a different
footing. Agaist the laissez-faire, consumerist
culture of today, Paul asserts that to become
part of the Christian community is explicitly to
place oneself under the discipline of a
Christian lifestyle." Thistleton

Tolud TLg VUdv TEdyue Exwv Tpog TOV
£tepov kptveobau i TV ddikwv, kal
oyl &l TOV aylwv;

ToMMY  Verb, pres act indic, 3 s TOAUQ®
dare, be brave

"The question carries the force of an
exclamatory expression of censure: How dare
you!" Thistleton

mpayuo, Tog n matter, thing, event, deed
¢tepog, o, ov other, another, different

"Christian identity is bound up with attitude
towards the other." Thistleton

kplveoBal Verb, pres pass infin KpLv®
adikog, ov unjust, an unbeliever

Verse 13

ToUg 8¢ EEw O Be0g kpuLvel. EEdQpate TOV
TOVNEOV €€ VUMV aVTOV.

kpLvel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s kpLvw

¢EGpate  Verb, aor imperat, 2 pl £E0Lpw
remove, drive out

ovnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

"The unjust (or 'unrighteous': in Greek one
word does duty for both ideas) does not
necessarily indicate that the courts at Corinth
were corrupt, it is a term applied to all outside
the church." Morris

Though Thistleton cites studies which lead
him to conclude "It is safe to conclude that the
use of Roman provincial courts for minor
cases and a near certainty of questionable
justice are virtually synonymous." They were
places where money and status spoke more
loudly than justice.

Cf. Deut 17:7. They are to safeguard the
identity and purity of the covenant community.

oUyL (emphatic form of o0) not, no; used
in questions expecting an affirmative
answer.
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Verse 2

1l ok otdate OtL oL dyLoL TOV KGoUoV
kowvolDoLv; kai el év vulv kpivetal O
kdouog, dvdEiol éote kpLTNELWY
ghaytotwv;

Verse 3

ovk otdate dti dyyéhovg kprvoDuev,
UNTLYE BLOTLKA;

kpwvobolv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl kpLvw

Cf. Dan 7:22; Matt 19:28. This judgement is
as aspect of the Christian being in Christ. He
will judge and his act of judgement will also
be ours. "It is more than likely that the saying
'the saints will judge the world' represented a
self-congratulatory catchphrase along with the
language about being filled to satisfaction,
being enriched, and reigning as kings (4:8)...
Paul's argument would retain its full force
logically if served as a strictly ad hominem
argument, with the sense: you think that you
are worthy (GELou) to judge the Roman
Gentiles on the last day, do you? So why are
you not competent or worthy (&vaELoL) to
arbitrate concerning some very little, everyday
matter?" Thistleton

Cf. Matt 25:41. "Godet reminds us that in the
climax to this epistle Paul declares that Christ
will finally destroy o000V GEYNV KOL TOOAV
g€ovotav (15:24). Christ alone will be
sovereign and will yield his kingship to God
(v.24a), and arguably (see above on v.2) the
corporeity of believers characterised by being-
in-Christ in this derivative sense share in
Christ's acts and declarative speech-acts. That
the setting-to-rights of all things includes the
non-human creation as well as the world is, as
Erasmus comments, a less presumptuous
assumption that to assume the opposite."”
Thistleton

avoErog, ov unworthy, incompetent, unfit
kpoLtnoLov, ov n court, legal case

untye how much more
Buwtikog, M, ov  pertaining to everyday
life

Verse 4

"It denotes properly the instrument or means
of judging, the rules by which one judges. It
comes to signify the place of judging, and
perhaps the panel of judges (Jas 2:6). The
sense 'tribunal’, 'court of justice' is common in
the papyri. Here the sense will be, 'are you
unworthy to judge in the least important
courts?' " Morris

Thistleton says that the meaning is courts that
have jurisdiction over the petty details of
everyday life, hence "The Corinthian
Christians, Paul urges, should hold a tribunal
... themselves... The tribunal ... may consist
not of a series of legal pronouncements by
fellow Christians, but of a gathering of
appropriate people within the church to
attempt mediation, based on a renunciation of
avarice and even, if necessary, of 'rights' (as
Paul does in 9:3-12, 'we have not claimed this
"right",' v.12)."

BLoTikd pév odv kputriola v Exmre, Tovg
£€ovBevnuévoug €v Tfi ékkAnoia Tovtoug
kabilete;

gav if, even if

"The if construction (edv with the subjunctive;
contrast i with the indicative in v.2) carries
the delicate implication that such lawsuits
should not arise." Morris

¢Eovbevew despise, treat with contempt
ékkhnola, ag f congregation, church
koBLlw trans cause to sit, set, set up

ghayLotog, 1, ov (superl of pikpog) least,
smallest, insignificant

Is this a question (NRSV, REB, NJB, NAS) or
an imperative (NIV, AV)? If understood as an
imperative, Paul is saying that those 'despised'
in the church, those of least repute, are
sufficient to act as judges. If, as perhaps more
likely, it is a question, he is asking why
worldly judges, those whose wisdom and
understanding is despised in the church, are
accepted as their judges: "Men who are
absolutely nothing in the church — is it they
whom you make your judges?" Weymouth

Verse 5

PO EVTPOTNY VULV Aéyw. oUTwg oVK £vi
gv VUtV 0VdElg 0oQoOg Og duvioeTal
duakpivol dvda uéoov 100 ddehgod avtod;

évtpomn, ng f shame

oVUTtwg 'has it come to this'

évi there is (equivalent to €veoTLV)

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing;
ovdev not at all

ooQog, M, ov wise, experienced
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Paul is using irony in the light of the claim by
many at Corinth to be 'wise.'

duvioetal fut midd dep indic, 3 s duvauol
olakptval  Verb, aor act infin SLOKOLV®
judge, evaluate, discern

The aorist implies 'giving a decision' rather
than 'conduct a trial'

dva prep used distributively with acc. each,
each one; dva puegoov among,
between

ueoog, mn, ov middle

Verse 6

AL A8 @OC netdl adelpod kpivetar, kai
to07t0 & dmioTwv;

kplwvow judge, pass judgement on
dmiotog, ov unfaithful, unbelieving

The shame is twofold; firstly that brother
should go to law against brother, and then that
that they should do this before unbelievers.

Verse 7

1on uév [odv] Shmg firtnuo dUlv éotiv 8tu
kotuarto £xete ueds EavTdV: L TL OVYL
wdAhov GdLketobe; dLd Tl oyl ubhlov
dooTepelobe;

161 adv now, already

Sugests that a Christian 'court' of arbitration is
only a concession. Cf. Matt 18:15-17. "To
move beyond the first stage of person-to-
person dialogue is already 1TTnU0, a moral
failure." Thistleton

Ohwg adv at all; actually
Nnrtnua, toc n defeat, failure

Only here and Rom 11:12. "To go to law with
a brother is already to incur defeat, whatever
the result of the legal process." Morris

kpLua, Tog n judgement, condemnation
ovyL seev.l

uoAlrov adv more; rather, instead
ddikew wrong, treat unjustly, harm

Be deprived of rights.

dmootepew  defraud, rob, steal

Compare Matthew 5:39,40. "Is Paul's
expectation fair or reasonable? It is no more
'fair' and 'reasonable’ than the divine grace
which has eclipsed justice in Christ's giving up
of his person and his 'rights' on the cross,
indicating in turn God's surrender of his 'right'
to pronounce a negative verdict on humankind
without transcending justice in costly,
generous mercy." Thistleton

Verse 8

QMG Vuele GdLKETTE Kol AITOOTEPETTE, KOl
tolTO dAdelpovc.

| adikeLte 'you deprive people of justice.'

|KOLL TOVTO AdeApovg 'and believers at that.' |

Day 373: 1 Corinthians 6:9-14

Verse 9

1l oVK otdate Gl ddikor Bgod Pooihelayv oV
kAnpovounoovowv; un mhavaobe: otite
tdpvol ovte eldwAordTpOL 0TTE LoLyol
olite wohokol ovte dpoevokolTo

adikog, ov unrighteous, sinful

In light of the immediately preceding verses
the word here may mean 'unjust’, but it more
probably has the general meaning of 'those
who do evil,' the general term then being
followed by a list of examples.

kAnpovouew gain possession of, inherit

"He is not describing the qualifications
required for an entrance examination; he is
comparing habituated actions, which by
definition can find no place in God's reign for
the welfare of all, all those qualities in
accordance with which Christian believers
need to be transformed if they belong
authentically to God's new creation in Christ.
Everything which persistently opposes what it
is to be Christlike must undergo change if
those who practice such things wish to call
themselves Christians and to look forward to
resurrection with Christ... In principle the old
practices lie behind them, belonging to their
past. They must (logical must) remove these
anomalies to prove the authenticity of their
calling as holy people who belong to God (1:2-
3)." Thistleton

miavaw lead astray, mislead, deceive

[Cf. Gal 6:7.

ovte not, nor (ovte ... ovte neither ...
nor)
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Thistleton argues that Paul's lists (cf. 5:9-11)
have their roots not in Stoicism but in the
Jewish Wisdom tradition which highlights the
contrast of lifestyle between the covenant
commnity of God's people and pagan society.
"C.H.Dodd argued convincingly in his Gospel
and Law (1951) that the basis of Paul's ethics
is to be 'sharply distinguished from that of
contemporary Greek moralists, who from the
time of Aristotle have set out to provide a self-
contained and self-justifying system of
ethics." Hence, while reflecting the OT, these
lists are not Jewish but are specifically
Christian in that they are rooted in the Gospel.
"The basis for these specific, individual issues
is not Stoic or Jewish ethics, but Christian
identity as temples of the Holy Spirit (6:19)
redeemed at cost to belong to Christ as his
(6:20)." Thistleton.

Such lists reflect the catechetical teaching
given in the NT church (see Selwyn's second
essay appended to his commentary on /
Peter), hence the appeal, 'do you not know.'
Nevertheless, the evils Paul highlights here are
not general but reflect specific problems at
Corinth which needed to be addressed. "This
theme is expounded in a masterly way by
Kenneth Bailey... He points out that the ten
'vices' listed in 6:9-10, five allude to sexual
issues, which directly relate to 5:1-13 and
6:12-20; while a further five relate to issues of
greed and grasping, eating and being drunk,
which are taken up explicitly in 11:17-34. In
Bailey's incisive study the specific significance
of Paul's 'list' for issues at Corinth become
undeniable." Thistleton

Verse 10

oUte kAémtar olite TheovékTal, o
uébvoot, ov hoitdopot, ovy dpmayeg
Baolietav Beod kKhnpovouroovoLy.

khemtng, ov m thief

TTAEOVEKTNG, OV m one who is grasping or
greedy, one who is covetous

uebvoog, ov m drunkard

Aowdopog, ov m slanderer

Gpmag, ayog grasping, greedy

The sins listed are all violations of the moral
law of God, as exemplified in the 10
commandments. Those characterised by these
sins are excluded from the kingdom of God.

"Some writers believe that Paul simply took
over conventions from hellenistic Judaism,
while others see him as returning to the OT as
a source of distinctive ethic for a distinctive
people. A more substantial problem arises
from whether undue attention to the Levitical
and Deuteronomic codes would signify a
'Judaising' obsession with law as against
gospel... What is clear from the connection
between 1 Cor 6:9 and Rom 1:26-29 and their
OT backgrounds is Paul's endorsement of the
view that idolatry, i.e., placing human
autonomy to construct one's values above
covenant commitments to God, leads to a
collapse of moral values in a kind of domino
effect." Thistleton

Verse 11

ovnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

eldwhohatpng, ov m idolater

uotxog, ov m adulterer

ualokog, 1, ov  soft, effeminate,
homosexual

kol Tadtd Tiveg frer dALY dehovoaobe,
A NyLaodnte, dAAG EdikalwBbnTe €V T
ovopatt 10D kvpiov Incod Xpuotod kal
&v T® mvevuatt ToD Beol MUV,

fte The imperfect signifies what they 'used to
be'.

Thistleton, citing Scrogs, says "While paikog
may mean unmanly in general terms, more
characteristically it is used of 'the youth who
consciously imitated feminine styles and ways'
This all too readily slips into "passive
homosexual activity' whether for pleasure or
for pay." Barrett says, "the passive ... partner
... in male homosexual relations."

dpoevokoltng, ov m practicing
homosexual

There is a vast literature concerning the
meaning of 4p0EVOKOLTAL, in particular
whether the reference is to homosexuals or to
(male) prostitutes (see the discussion and
bibliography in Thistleton).

dmehovoaobe  Verb, aor midd dep, 2 pl
dmolovouat cleanse oneself, wash
away (sin)
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"The aorist focuses on the event of coming to
faith. Traditionally these have been called
'baptismal' aorists, especially since the notion
of having one's sins washed away fits a
baptismal context in conjunction with the
(probably) punctiliar aorist of event. But Dunn
rightly insists that we should interpret
'baptismal' in the broadest terms as the way of
describing the spiritual event of which baptism
constitutes the sign, whether or not it coincides
chronologically... The washing clean is not
just the forgiveness for which the believer asks
day-by-day renewal. It is a wiping clean of the
slate once-for-all which is associated (as here)
with justification by grace... a once-for-all
event which corresponds to the once-for-all
sufficiency of Christ's deed of salvation.”
Thistleton

aywalw sanctify, make holy, purify

"Paul now uses TyLa.o0nte and édikalwOnte
to signify the once-for-all events when in
Christ the readers were set apart as holy and
put right in your standing." Thistleton

owkalow justify, acquit, declare & treat as
righteous

"The aorist passive £dikaLwOnTe without
doubt has its full meaning of justification by
grace: you were put in a right relation with
God, you were put right in your standing. Far
from appealing to supposedly narrow imagery
of forensic acquittal or of so-called legal
fiction, at Corinth the theology combines both
the gift character of Corinthian concerns about
status and self-worth (they are accepted and
given a status of privilege bestowed by grace)
and the dual frame of reference which Paul
earlier applied to ministry as both high-status
(necessary to God's purposes of growth) and
low status (servants, 3:5-6: TL OV £0TLV
Amolwg; TL 0e £oTLv ITavhog; dLakovol
... 0 Bgog MUEavev). In close parallel, the
Corinthians are indeed 'semper iustus, semper
peccator.' ... In the context of union with
Christ the passive voice 'Christ was raised'
(¢ynyetal, 15:4,14) constitutes an essential
part of the logic of divine gift which embraces
resurrection and justification equally, as by
grace alone, without human contribution. In
6:11 the theme of newness of life is thus
expressed in the three aorists dmrehovooo0e
... Myraodnte ... £dikarwdnTe €v Tw
ovopatt Tov kvptov Inoov Xpiotov. This
applies with particular poignancy to the
addressees at Corinth. As we have noted,
many were obsessed with problems arising
from the thirst for status, acceptance, and self
esteem. Paul declares: You are accepted! You
belong! You have privileged status! But all
this comes from God as his free, sovereign,
gift." Thistleton

ovoua, Tog n name, title, person,
authority, reputation

There are three variants relating to "Incov

XpLotov

i) The shortest is "Incov alone (A, D, 88,
Harclean Syriac Lectionaries)

ii) The longest is uwv "Inocov Xptotov (B,
C"4, 33, Origen™, Athanasius).

iii) "Inoov Xptotov (p'' Y, x, D, maj or
Ireneus, Tertullian and Cyprian).

The weight of support is for this last reading,

though Metzger favours the shortest reading.

Verse 12

ITévta pot €Eeotiv, dlhe oV vt
ovupEPEL. TAVTA uot £EeotLv, e ovK
gyw £Eovataodfjoopal VITd TLVOC.

¢EeoTLv impersonal verb it is permitted, it
is lawful
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Morris suggests from the way the phrase 'all
things are lawful to me' is introduced that it
may have been used by the Corinthians to
excuse their own sinful conduct. And
Thistleton says, "There can be no question that
the initial clause of v.12 represents a quotation
used as a maxim by some or by many at
Corinth... it is part of the Corinthian theology
that Christian believers have been granted
liberty from the law." It may be a phrase they
had gained from Paul but were now using
improperly for their own ends. Paul accepts
the principle, but shows that other principles
also are important and must govern the
application of their 'slogan'.

omua, Tog n body

10 0¢ owua is the beginning of Paul's
rejoinder.

mopvela, ag f sexual immorality

ovupepw usually impersonal it is better, it is
profitable, it is useful

"Paul ... transposes debates about 'liberty' and
'what is permissable' into the different key of
'what is helpful... part of the grammar of union
with Christ is to share Christ's concern for the
well-being of the other, and to let go of his or
her own freedoms in order to liberate the
other. The 'mind of Christ' (2:16) has to be
relearned and rediscovered at Corinth, not
least as a basis for ethics and lifestyle."
Thistleton

"Libertines had ... used the fact that food did
not raise a moral issue to support their
contention that sexual conduct also had no
moral significance. Paul grants that both food
and the stomach belong to the transient
physical sphere ... But ... the body [owpa] is
not something transient, but will be raised
from the dead." Craig.

"In the bodily obedience of the Christian .. the
lordship of Christ finds visible expression, and
only when this visible expression takes
personal shape in us does the whole thing
become credible as Gospel message."
Kasemann

Verse 14

0 6t Be0¢ kol TOV KUPLOV TYELPEV Kol MU
£Eeyepel OL0 Thig duvauemwg avtod.

¢€ovolaobnoopar  Verb, fut pass indic, 1 s
¢€ovolalw have power over

Thistleton seeks to capture Paul's wordplay
here by translating the phrase "'Liberty to do
anything' — but I will not let anything take
liberties with me."

gyelpw  raise
¢Eeyepel  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s £Eeyeipw
raise, bring to power

Day 374: 1 Corinthians 6:15-20

Verse 15

Verse 13

ovK otdate OTL TO oWUATA VUDV UEAN
Xpuotod ¢otry; dpog ovv T uékn tod
Xpuotod moujow wdpvng uEn; ur yEvorto.

T4 Bpowuota T Kotkiq, kol 1 kothio Totg
Bowuaowv: 6 8¢ Beog kal TovTV kol Tadta
KatapynfoeL. 10 68 odua ol Tfj Topvelq
GG TO KVplw, Kol O KHPLOg TA CWUOTL

Thistleton says, "As numerous modern writers
agree, including Collins and Murphy-
O'Conner, Paul now quotes another Corinthian
slogan. The purpose of the slogan was to
articulate a sense of distance between deeds
done in the physical body, especially matters
relating to food, sex, or property, and the
supposedly 'spiritual' level of life, which some
would like to think operates on a 'higher' plane
which can be isolated from the 'lower." He
then argues that the quotation runs on to
kotapynoel and means "all this is transitory
and without permanent significance for people
of the Spirit such as us."

uéhn Noun, nom/acc pl Uehog, ovg n
member, bodily part

dpag  Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s aipw
take, take up, take away

mopvn, ng f prostitute

vévolto Verb, aor opt, 3s yLvouaL

'Perish the thought.! "The Christian cannot
claim the privilege of being redeemed or
purchased (6:20) as one who belongs to Christ
and simultaneously take away (take back) the
limbs and organs which have been grafted
onto Christ for un-Christlike purposes that
wrench them apart again." Thistleton

Verse 16

[f]] 0¥k otdate dTL 6 KOMWUEVOS TR TOPVN
gv odud éotvv; "Ecovtal ydp, gnotv, ot
dvo eig odpka piowv.

Bpwua, Tog n food, solid food

kolila, ag f stomach, womb

kotopyew render ineffective, do away
with

koMaopal unite oneself with

goovtoL  Verb, fut indic, 3 pl iyt

¢Noiv  Verb, pres act indic, 3 s @nuL say

Ovo gen & acc dvo two

oapg, copkog £ flesh, physical body,
human nature
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| Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 75: 1 Corinthians 5:9-7:7

|Gen 2:24.

Verse 17

0 8¢ KoAMwuevog T Kupty gv mvedud
goTLV.

"The believer is one with his Lord. He has 'the
mind of Christ' (2:16). He will react the way
the Lord would react." Morris

"Paul is probably referring to the work of the
Spirit, whereby through the 'one Spirit' the
believer's 'spirit' has been joined indissolubly
with Christ." Fee

"In Paul's own thought, the twin thoughts add
up to this: the whole man, body and spirit,
belongs to the Lord. Therefore illicit union
with a harlot, although it is 'merely' physical,
as the Corinthians would say, effects a oneness
of physical relationship which contradicts the
Lord's claim over the body." Gundry

"This lack of 'devotion' to Christ (2 Cor 11:3)
contradicts the 'marriage pledge' or 'betrothal'
(dpuoCouat, 11:2, only here in the NT,
meaning to fit together, to join, to give in
marriage)." Thistleton

Thistleton writes, "Meyer ... proposed that
whereas drunkenness, greed, an even suicide
use means external to the body for the purpose
of self-gratification or desire, only sexual acts
are entirely and exclusively initiated by, and
carried out by means of, the body." Thistleton
then argues that Paul, far from having a
negative view of sexual relations, is
highlighting their unique nature. "In the
context equally of union with Christ and of
physical union the issue becomes one of fully
'giving' oneself to the one to whom one
belongs. In the context of mariage Paul can
perceive this intimacy of self-giving as making
'holy' (7:14) or 'as in the Lord' (7:39). This
achieves an even clearer profile if Klein is
right to perceive a possible background to
6:18-20 in the covenantal relationship which is
presupposed in Hos 3:1-3."

Verse 19

1l ok oldate OtL TO odUA VIOV voOg TOD
gv vutv aylov mveduatdg gotuv, oL Exete
Ao Beol, kai ovk £0TE EQUTAV;

Verse 18

pevyeTe TV Topveiay: v dudptnua O
¢av ouon GvBpwmog €ktdg ToD owuaTodg
gotLv, O 8¢ mopvevwv eig 1O 1dLov oduo
AUaETAVEL.

Note the singular cwua, though the sense may
be distributive. "The corporate aspect of the
community as the Spirit's temple in 3:16
receives a more individual application here,
which arises in the context of the personal
lifestyle at issue in this chapter." Thistleton

pevyw flee, run away from, avoid

vaog, ov m temple, sanctuary

"The present imperative indicates habitual
action, 'Make it your habit to flee." That is the
only way to treat it... The Christian must not
temporize with it, but flee the very thought."
Morris

Rosner suggests that 'flee' is a possible allusion
to Joseph's flight from Potiphar's wife.

mopvela, ag f seev.15

auaptnuo, Tog n sin, sinful deed

éav if, even if, though; ¢ éav whatever

¢ktog prep with gen outside, outside of,
except

mopvevw commit sexual immorality

dLog, o, ov one's own

duaptave  sin, commit sin

"The universal presence of images of the
deities in Graeco-Roman temples would have
made the principle more vivid to first-century
readers. The image of the god or goddess
usually dominated the temple either by size or
by number (or both), and Paul declares that the
very person of the Holy Spirit of God, by
parity of reasoning, stands to the totality of the
bodily, everyday life of the believer (cwua) in
the same relation of influence and moulding of
identity as the images of deities in pagan
temples." Thistleton

£0VTOC, 0T, Eavtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

Verse 20

nNyopdobnte yap tiufic: doEdoate &1 OV
Beov év T cwuatL VUAV.

fyopdobnte Verb, aor pass indic, 2 pl
dyopalw buy, redeem

The aorist points to a decisive action in the
past. "The imagery of the purchased slave
underpins the point that Christian believers
belong to a new master, or owner, to whom
they must give account for everything."
Thistleton
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| Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 75: 1 Corinthians 5:9-7:7

Twun, ng f honour, respect, price
doEalw praise, honour, glorify, exalt
on indeed, then, therefore, now

Day 375: 1 Corinthians 7:1-7

7:11f

Verse 2

Ll 8¢ Thg mopvetag Ekaotog TNV £avtod
yuvatko £xétw, kol kdotn Tov idLov
Gvopa Exétw.

Thistleton suggests that O¢ is adversative, 'On
the contrary.' Paul expresses his disagreement
with the proposition quoted in v.1.

"The tone of 7:1-11:1 differs strikingly from
that of 5:1-6:20" Thistleton. Paul now
responds to a number of questions raised by
the Corinthians, questions to which a clear
black and white answer cannot be given. "The
key point in this major block is Paul's pastoral
sensitivity to grey areas of dificulty."

One of the subjects concerning which the
Corinthians had written to Paul was marriage
(7:1-40).

Deming and others draw attention to the Stoic-
Cynic debates concerning marriage which may
have affected the Corinthians. In particular,
Epictetus advocated marriage for the ordinary
person but for the Cynic, devoted to
philosophical reflection, it is best to remain
single. The Cynic can marry only under
special circumstances.

"... the situation must be borne in mind. There
was a widespread admiration for ascetic
practices, including celebacy. Some, at least,
of the Corinthians shared in this. Paul makes
every concession to this point of view. He
agrees that celibacy is 'good' and he points to
some of its advantages. But he regards
marriage as normal." Morris

Margaret Mtchell sugests that Paul is adressing
the potential divisiveness of a two-tier
morality in which the spiritual 'elite' claim a
'higher' lifestyle. Paul insists that holiness of
life should embrace and be lived out within the
context of normal social relations (cf. 1 Thess
4:3-5).

mopvela, ag f sexual immorality

'Rather, in the face of so much immorality...'
(REB). Paul advocates a lifestyle in stark
contrast with the general immorality of
society, immorality which has infected the
church.

£K00TOG, 1, OV each, every
govtog, £avtn, tavtov  him/her/itself

gyeTw the present tense implies 'keep' as well
as 'have'.

idlog, o, ov one's own
Gvdpa  Noun, accs dvnp, Avépog m man,
husband

"Against this background Paul advocates 'a
full conjugal life' (Rosner) against the
background of Gen 2:18 and the Decalogue."
Thistleton

Verse 3

Th yuvolkt 6 avip v d@elAny
ATOdLOOTW, OUOLWS 8 KAl 1) YUV T
Aavopt.

opehn, ng f debt, what is due

Applies to every aspect of the marital
relationship.

amodidwut give, pay, fulfil

Verse 1

Mepl 8¢ OV éypdpate, KOAOV dvOpwITW
YUVOLKOG ur datteodon

"The present imperative, render, indicates the
habitual duty" Morris.

"The present may imply that the ascetics were
not in the majority at Corinth: the believers are
to continue the established practice (rather
than to return to it, as aorist would imply). On
the other hand, the present may simply denote
habitual practice." Thistleton

ouolwg likewise, in the same way

yuvn, akog f woman, wife
dmteobol  Verb, pres midd infin Grttw
light, ignite; midd. take hold of, touch

Note the emphasis on mutuality.

Verse 4

Thistleton argues that koAOV dvOpwITW
yuvaikog un Grteobal is a statement by the
Corinthians, which Paul now quotes at the
beginning of his response. It is difficult to
determine whether the question related to the
beginnings of such a relationship — whether a
person should get married — or to conduct
within an existing relationship — abstinence
from sexual relations within marriage.

N yuvi ToD idlov owuatog ovk Eovoldiet
AL 6 dvijp® Ouotwg 8¢ kal 6 dvnp tod
16tov owpotog ovk EEovoLdlel AL 1
yuvi.

owua, T0g n body
¢€ovolalw have power over

'"The wife's body does not belong to her alone,
but also to the husband..." (NIV)
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Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 75: 1 Corinthians 5:9-7:7

Verse 5

w1 dwootepette dAAihovg, el uftL dv gk
OUUPWYOV TPOS KaLpOV Tva oxohdonte T
mpooevyf kol whiwy &l To avto fte, (va
un TELPAT Vuds 6 Satavag dud TV
Akpaotoy DUOV.

dmootepew  defraud, rob, steal
AAMnlwv, olg, ovg  one another

... of marital dues/rights'. "Marital dues brings
out what is implicit but not explicit in the
Greek. Although the context makes it clear
that physical intimacy is the primary issue,
mutual support and companionship cannot be
excluded." Thistleton

&v particle indicating contingency

"The concession for 'special circumstances' is
expressed hesitantly as €i unfjti 6v."
Thistleton

ovupwvov, ov n mutual consent
koLpog, ov m time, season
oyolalw spend time in, devote self to

"Witherington, Wolff, Schrage, and many
others refer the concession to the clause at the
end of v.5 only: the couple may abstain from
intimacy for a specific time if both of them
find this helpful, but this is purely their own
decision, and Paul lays down no rule or
command about this matter. This
interpretation is entirely convincing
(paceWinter) and leaves no apparent linguistic
or exegetical difficulty. This explanation also
coheres with Paul's affirmation of a full
marriage relationship, against the Roman
background in which marriages were often
mere instruments of convenience, and could be
annulled simply with the words tuas res tihi
habeto (‘take your things and go'). Against
such a background, Weiss sees apostolic
injunctions, which Witherington convincingly
perceives as about mutuality and reciprocal
dues. In this context, the concession applies
only to the special circumstances of v.5b."
Thistleton

| A number of later MSS add 'fasting’

maAlv - again, once more
metpolw test, tempt
akpaota, og f lack of self-control

Verse 7

"If the kaLpog in which the couple cease
intimacy is too prolonged, Satan will cash in
on it to transform a time of prayer into one of
negative trials or harmful fantasy. When
voluntary consent begins to degenerate into
frustration and the boundaries of self-control
begin to collapse into dkpaotia, the whole
experience becomes counterproductive: the
goal would be nullified if Satan went on
putting you through trials beyond your self-
control. Paul speaks here more as a pastor and
counselor rather than as a Christian moralist."
Thistleton

0éhw 0¢ ThvTag AvOpWITOUS Elval (S Kol
EUOVTOV: GANG EkaoTog TdLoV ExeL xapLoua
gk Beod, O uev ovtwg, 6 6 oVTWC.

Behw  wish, will
gival  Verb, pres infin gipt
guovtov, ng reflexive pro. myself, my own

Verse 6

10010 8¢ Ay KOTd oUYYyvouny, ov Kote
EMLTOYNV.

ovyyvoun, ng f concession
égmtayn, ng £ command, order, authority

Morris sees this as referring not just to v.5 but
to verses 2-5. "Paul has laid down duties for
all who are married, but he does not lay it
down as a duty that all should be married."

Many suggest that Paul may have been
widowed.

"Deming perceives this expression of
preference as 'diplomatic' support for, and self-
identification with, those who raised the issue
at Corinth 'enabling Paul to identify with the
Corinthians and advise them. A similar
manner of persuasion may be found elsewhere
in Paul, namely 1 Cor 14... Paul expresses
both his empathy and his reservations by
stating in 14:5, "I want you all to speak in
toungues — but rather that you may prophesy"
(Behw O¢ movTOg ... woAhov Og ...), and in
14:18-19, "I thank God that I speak in tongues
more than you all, but ..."' (Deming's italics)."
Thistleton

£K00TOC, 1, OV see V.2
xopLono, tog n  gift (from God)

"Each has his proper gift from God. The
question of marriage cannot be decided by
applying one law to all. Each must consider
what is God's will for him. And marriage, just
as much as celebacy, is a gift of God." Morris
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