Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 77: 1 Corinthians 8:7-9:27

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 77 — 1 Corinthians 8:7-9:27

Day 381: 1 Corinthians 8:7-13

Verse 7

AAlNe 0Dk €v AoV 1) YvDOLG" TLVES B¢ T
ovvndetq Ewg dptL Tod eldwlov g
eldwhdOvTOV ¢00iovoLy, Kal 1 ovveldnolg
adTOV AoBeVIG 0V00. LOADVETOL.

yvwolg, ewg f knowledge, understanding
ovvnBela, ag f custom, practice

A rare word in the NT, occurring only here,
11:16 and in Jn 18:39. Later MSS read
ovveldnoel which is easily explained as an
assimilation to the subsequent use of
conscience in the last clause of the verse.

¢wg until, as far as

dptL now, at the present

edwlov, ov n idol

eldwhobutov, ov n meat offered to idols

"Yeo's observations about 'the strong' as those
with 'social power, influence, political status
and wealth' but also including 'a traditional
Roman value ... of ability or competence in a
variety of areas' seems to clinch the argument.
'The weak,' coversely, are not only 'of low
social standing' but as part of a nondescript
'mass of undifferentiated citizens' crave for
identity and for recognition and acceptance by
'the strong.' If 'the strong' set an agenda, 'the
weak' may be seduced into doing almost
anything to gain what they seek, while
compounding their own confusions and inner
tensions by feeling the 'wrongness' of it all at
the same time. Their integrity has been
compromised, polluted, or tainted." Thistleton

"Habituated attitudes, stances, and patterns of
behavour (11 ovvnOeq [cf. ovv +160g] or
force of habit still persist in conditioning the
outlooks and feelings of some (TLveQ) even
now (£wg AETL, right up to the present).
Hence they act as an actual €idwhobvtov, i.c.,
as if it had been sacrificed to an idol as an
actual reality; even if their head, but not their
heart, tells them differently." Thistleton

uolvvw  defile, make unclean

Verse 8

Bodua 6t Hudg o TaPAoTHOEL TR Oed:
olite £av w1 @dywuev votepovueba, ovte
£0V PAYWUEV TTEQLOGEVOUEV.

Bowua, tog n food, solid food

mapaothoel  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s
mopLoTnu present, bring into the
presence of

¢00ww and ¢00w eat, consume

"If the context of the eating happens to be an
actual cultic meal to which a wealthy Christian
patron has invited his poorer 'client,' then 'the
strong' may cause actual damage which
genuinely taints, pollutes, stains, soils or
defiles (WOMVV®) the 'weaker' brother or sister
in Christ." Thistleton

ovveldnolg, ewg f conscience,
awareness
aobevng, e sick, weak, helpless

Is the sense 'comend' or 'condemn'? Jeremias
and Murphy-O'Connor think the latter is the
meaning and Thistleton follows this
suggestion, translating the phrase 'food will
not bring us into God's judgment." They think
it to be a catchphrase of the 'strong.' The ovte
introduces Paul's rejoinder. Yeo goes further
and suggests that Paul, by adding ovte
reverses the force of a 'gnostic' campaign
motto of the 'strong' £0v un @dywuev
VotePoVUEDA, E0V PAYWUEV TTEOLOCEVOUEV:
their principle was 'if we do not eat, we fall
prey to lack; if we do eat, we abound.'

ovte not, nor (ovte ... ovte neither ...
nor)

@dywuev  Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl 001w

votepew lack, fall short of; pass be
lacking

mepLooevw  excel, have plenty (here
perhaps, 'gives us no advantage')

Verse 9

PAémete O¢ uf Twg 1 EEovoia VUdY avTn
TPOOKOUUO YEVNTAL TOTG AODEVEOLY.

fremw see, look, beware of
g i) interrog. particle how? ii) enclitic
particle somehow, in some way

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 77: Page 1




| Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 77: 1 Corinthians 8:7-9:27

gEovowa, ag f right, capability, power

¢€ovoLa would have been a key word in the
vocabulary of the 'strong.’

"Paul reminds them that no Christian is at
liberty to assert his 'rights' if that means doing
harm to other people, a principle of wide
application." Morris

mpookouua, atog n that which causes
stumbling or offence

"For Paul, the so-called ¢Eovoia of the
Corinthians is a wpookoupa." Gardner

"If this passage says anything at all to the
ethical debates of today's world, it addresses
not the overworn issue of 'conscience' ... but
the impropriety of giving absolute status to 'the
right to choose,' whatever the cost for others...
This now becomes a warning which addresses
an especially sinister aspect of life within
certain churches today. Some manipulate their
supposed 'gifts' (whether intellectual,
structural, or 'spiritual’) to assume that they
have the right to engage in aggressive conduct
which may well cause the less secure (in terms
of social class, learning, or supposed
inferiority in 'spiritual gifts') to face an
unnecessary cause of stumbling." Thistleton

Not the kind of 'building up' which Paul
speaks of in v.1 as the work of love. "Our
exegesis has led us to the inescapable
conclusion that some of the triumphalist,
overconfident 'strong' sought to encourage the
less secure to act on their spiritual gift of
knowledge as a way of 'building' an
emancipated, informed faith that paraded its
self-awareness of the nothingness of idols and
the neutrality of the meat associated with idol
worship. The triumphalists wish to edify the
insecure into enjoying what was a right
(¢50v010); Paul drily observes that this
approach 'edifies' them into a return to an
improper participation in cultic aspects of
eating meat sacrificed to idols." Thistleton

eLowAoOvTOV, OV see v.7

Verse 11

Amor vTAL YO O AoBevdY €v Tfi off
yvwoet, O ddehgog dte dv XpLoTog
amébavev.

AmoMtaL  Verb, pres midd indic, 3 s
dmolvut  destroy, kill, lose; midd be
lost, perish, die

vévntal  Verb, aor subj, 3's yLvOuOLL
dofevew  be sick, be weak

Verse 10

gav yap Tig 18 ot TOV Exovta yvdoLv év
eldwlelw katakeipuevov, oyl 1| ovveldnolg
ovtod dobevodc dvtog oikodoundrioetal
glg 10 Td eldwAdOvTa £00iELV;

Conzelmann translates Yo here as 'then, to be
sure'. Edwards views this verse as Paul's
response to the claims of the strong reflected
in v.10 "Builded up, did I say? Nay, he is
perishing!"

JM Gundry-Volf urges that the verb does not
imply eschatological destruction but
'existential destruction with both subjective ad
objective dimensions."

{d1n Verb, aor act subj, 3 s 6paw

YVOOLG, €W see v.7

eldwhelov, ov n idol's temple

kotokelpal  lie (in bed), recline at table

oUyL not, no; used in questions expecting an
affirmative answer.

OVVELONOLS, EWG  see V.7

oikodoundfoetal  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s
oikodouew build, build up, encourage

doBevwv Verb, pres act ptc, m nom s,
dobevew see v.9

00¢g, Omn, 0OV possessive adj. your, yours

Admébavev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s
amobvnokw die, face death, be mortal

Verse 12

An ironic use of olkodousw.

oUtwg 8¢ AuapTdvovieg eig Tovg AdeApOVS
Kol TOTTTOVTES OVTMV TIV OVVELONOLY
aobevodoav eig XpLoTOV QUOPTAVETE.

duaptovm  sin, commit sin
Tuntw beat, strike, wound, injure

Thistleton translates 'inflicting damaging
blows on their self-awareness.'

"To sin against the brethren means nothing
less than to sin against Christ (a lesson
brought home to Paul long since on the
Damascas road, Acts 9:4f)" Morris. Cf. also
Gal 4:14.
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Verse 13

dLoTeP el Poduo okavdarilel TOV ddelpdv
nwov, oV uf @éym kpéa £ig TOV aidva, tva
w1 TOV AdeAPOV Hov oKavOOAoW.

olortep emphatic form of duvo  therefore
indeed, for this very reason

Powua, Tog see v.8

okovoallw cause (someone) to sin,
cause (someone) to give up the faith

@ayw Verb, aor act indic, 1's £00ww

kpéa.  Noun, acc pl kpeog, kpeatog and
Koewg n  meat

alwv, alwvog m age, world order,
eternity

okavdoliow Verb, aor act subj, 1 s

To bring home what he has said of rights in
chapter 8, Paul now speaks of the way in
which his own conduct has been determined
not by rights but by the demands of the
Gospel. Cf. his call to the Corinthians to be
imitators of him as he is of Christ, 4:16; 11:1.

Verse 1

Ovk eipl EhevBepog; ok elul dmrdotorog;
oUyl ‘Inoodv TOV KVpLov MUdV EwEoka; ov
1O £pyov nov Vuelg £0Te £V KVPlw;

"The principle laid down in this chapter is one
of great practical importance. It is always easy
for the strong Christian to see no harm
whatever in actions which would be sin if
performed by the weak. While it would not be
true to say that the robust Christianity of the
New Testament envisages the strong as
permanently shackled by the weak, yet the
strong must always act towards the weak with
consideration and Christian love. In cases like
the one here dealt with the strong must adapt
their behaviour to the consciences of the weak.
No good purpose is served by their asserting
what they call their 'rights'. Cf. Paul's general
treatment of the subject in Rom 14." Morris

"Paul is keen to establish the credentials of
true apostleship not because they were held in
doubt as such, but because his freely chosen
decision to renounce 'rights' which the 'strong'
undoubtedly regarded as part of the status and
signs of apostleship (forceful, stylish rhetoric
and its related 'professional status,' 2:1-5, and
financial support from a patron or patrons, 9:1-
27) was perceived to imply thereby something
deficient about his status in relation to such
'rights,' He defends his apostleship only (a) in
order to establish the 'right' which he chooses
to renounce, and (b) because the argument
which he is about to offer may otherwise cast
doubt on the initial premise which is otherwise
accepted." Thistleton

éhevbepoc, a, ov free, free person

"Chrysostom comments, 'It is foolish in the
extreme that we should esteem as so entirely
beneath our notice those that Christ so greatly
cared for that he should have even chosen to
die for them, as not even to abstain from meat
on their account.! This comment captures very
well the key contrast throughout this chapter
between asserting one's own 'right to choose'
and reflecting with the motivation of love for
the other what consequences might be entailed
for fellow Christians if self-centred 'autonomy’
rules patterns of Christian attitudes and
conduct. It has little or nothing to do with
whether actions 'offend' other Christians in the
modern sense of causing psychological
irritation, anoyance, or displeasure at a purely
subjective level. It has everything to do with
whether such attitudes and actions cause
damage, or whether they genuinely build not
just 'knowledge' but Christian character and
Christian community." Thistleton

— free with respect to the exercise of rights, cf.
v.19.

oyl see 8:10

ovk eipl dmdoTohog "Apostolic witness'
concerns life as well as word. Hence Paul is
not simply appealing to 'example' in the
rhetorical sense identified by Mitchell, as an
instantiation to illustrate or to support an
argument. The instantiation of the cruciform,
Christlike stance toward others in practical
lifestyle constitutes both part of what is to be
an apostle and an instantiation of the Christ-
centred principle urged in 8:1-13." Thistleton

Verse 2

el dAholg ovk giul dmmdotorog, GG ve
VULV gl M Yoo ogpayic uov g
AooToMig Vuelg éote €v Kupiw.

ahlhog, 1, o another, other
ve enclitic particle adding emphasis to the
word with which it is associated

Day 382: 1 Corinthians 9:1-7

AMG ye 'at any rate'

oppayls, wog f seal, mark, proof
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"A seal was important in an age when many
could not read. A mark stamped on clay or
wax, or some similar substance, was first of all
a mark of ownership, and then a mark of
authentication. All could see the mark and
know what it signified. The Corinthians had
been won for Christ by Paul, and they were
thus the sign that attested his apostleship."
Morris

dmootoAn, ng f apostleship, mission

Wolff observes that if the Corinthians deny
Paul's apostleship they deny their own
existence.

Verse 3

H éur) dmmohoyia tolg fue dvakpivovoiv
goTLV avT).

gUOC, M, OV 1st pers possessive adj my,
mine

amoloywa, ag f defence, answer

gue  Pronoun, acc s £yw

dvakpLvew examine, question, judge

Does 00t point back to the previous verses or
to what follows? The paragraph division in
the UBS text divides verse 3 from verse 2.
However, Morris argues that this verse
belongs with v.2. Robertson and Plummer
also argue that the verse goes with what
precedes, 'That I have seen the Risen Lord, and
that you are such a Church as you are — there
you have my defence when people ask me for
evidence of my Apostleship.' So also
Thistleton.

Verse 4

w1 ovk Eyouev EEovaiav qayely Kol Tely;

¢Eovola, 0g see 8:9

| The plural may include Paul's team.

gayewy aor act infin €00uw and £00w  eat
sewv aor act infin v drink

Most think, 'at the church's expense' is implied,
though Barrett argues that there may also be a
reference back to idol food — the subject of the
previous chapter.

Verse 5

un ovk Eyouev EEovoiav ddehgnv yvvalko
mepLdyely, O¢ kal ol Aouol ddoTolot
kal ol ddehgol Tod kvpiov kai Kngdg;

adehgn, ng f sister, female believer

Here, 'a believing wife.'

yuvn, aikog f woman, wife
meplayw go around, take along
Aoutog, M, ov rest, remaining, other

'Brothers of the Lord,' particularly perhaps
James, cf. Gal 1:19.

Kngog, o m Cephas (Aramaic equivalent of
[etpocg, rock).

"It is possible that Peter receives explicit
mention at the end because it was widely
known that he was married (Matt 8:14)."
Thistleton

Verse 6

1 udvog éyw kal Bapvafoc ovk &xouev
gEovotav un £pydCeoOal;

uovog, m, ov only, alone

"If Acts 13 and 14 provide earlier historical
material known among the Pauline
communities, the early 'missionary journey' of
Paul and Barnabas may have offered a well-
known model of missionary-pastors who paid
their own way rather than drawing financial
support from Antioch or from those to whom
they ministered." Thistleton

Verse 7

tig otpatevETAL 18i0Lg OPwviolg TOTE; Tig
@uTEVEL duIteEAdVa Kol TOV KooV avtod
ovk £€00ieL; 1) Tig molpaivel woluvnyv kol gk
tol ydhaktog Tfig moluvng ovk £00ieL;
OTPOTEVOUOL Serve as a soldier

idlog, 0, ov one's own

oYwviov, ov n  pay, wages

| Can also mean, 'rations of food', 'provisions.'

gutevw  plant

aumehwv, wvog m vineyard

kopmog, ov m fruit, harvest, outcome

mownolvew  keep sheep, tend as a
shepherd, rule

sowuvn, ng f flock

yoAa, yohoktog n milk

£00ueL here rather than 'drink' since it covers a
range of milf-products, e.g. cheese.

Day 383: 1 Corinthians 9:8-14

Verse 8
kA \ <4

M1 katd dvOpwmov todTa Aahd, 1 kal O
véuog tobto ov Aéyet;

katd dvBpwiov 'on the level of purely
human example'.

hodew speak, talk
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Verse 9

&v yOp 1@ Mwicéwg vouw yéyparmtar, OU
knuwoelg fodv dhodvta. un TV fodv
uérer 1@ Bed;

véypomtal  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s ypagpw

|Dt 25:4.

Kknuow muzzle

Many MSS have the more literary term
@LUWOoeLg rather than KnUWOELS

fovg, foog m ox

dloaw thresh

uehel impersonal verb it is of concern, it
matters

The implication is not that God does not care
for oxen but that if he so cares for oxen is he
not all the more concerned for those who
labour in the Gospel — 'it is not for oxen
alone that God is concerned'.

Thistleton cites the work of Richard Hayes
who points out that Deut 24 and 25 are
concerned with laws which promote dignity
and justice for human beings. "The
unexpected insertion of one verse about
threshing coheres most closely with the
encouragement of human sensitivity and
humane compassion toward the suffering or
defenceless (e.g., the immediately preceding
context concerns the plight of widows,
orphans and victims of punishment). Paul's
question, then, 'Is it perhaps about oxen that
God is concerned?' (i.e., oxen as such)
genuinely conveys the thrust of the context
that constrains the force and direction of 25:4,
although in this case it is more likely that un
... Bew is the un used to express a hesitant
question ('is it perhaps ...?) rather than the
question which invites an emphatically
negative answer... To suggest that this is the
'true and primary referent' of Deut 25:4 may
perhaps overpress a point which is otherwise
helpful. No doubt Paul sees Deuteronomy 25
as being written more for humankind than for
animals (but not exclusively so)."

For ploughman and reaper as pictures of the
Christian worker, see 3:6

ueteyw share in, eat, belong to

Verse 11

el MUele VUtV T TvevuoTLkd €omelpauey,
uéya el el VUOV T4 copkLkd Oeploouev;

JTVEVULALTLKOG, 1, OV spiritual, pertaining to
the spirit

gomeLpauey aor act indic, 1 pl omelpw sow

ueyog, ueyoAn, ueyo large, great

| Equivalent to our idiomatic 'is it any big deal'

oapkLkog, M, ov belonging to this world,
material
Bepllw reap, harvest

Verse 12

el dAhou tfig dYudv é€ovoiag uetéyxovoly,
oV udAhov fuets; AAke ok €xonodueda T
£€ovoia TavTy, dAAG TavTo oTéyouey (va
un TLva gykormny dduev T edayyeiio tod
Xpiotod.

alhog, 1, o another, other
¢€ovowa, ag f authority, right, power
UETEXW see v.10

Thg Vudv ¢Eovotag uetéyxovolv Fee
suggests 'share in rights over you.'

ualhov adv more; rather
xoaoual use, make use of, make the
most of

Refers to Paul's conduct during his 18 months
or so at Corinth.

oteyw endure, put up with
é¢ykomn, ng f obstacle, hindrance

Verse 10

1 dte udc mdvtwg Aéyer; die MUbg Yoo
gypdion, OtL Ogeihel e EATTidL O dpoToLdV
apotoLdv, kal 6 Ahodv éme eAtidL tod
UETEYELV.

maviwg by all means, surely, certainly

'Or is he (not) certainly speaking in our
interest.'

A word "used of breaking up a road to prevent
the enemy's advance. Paul had avoided doing
anything that might prevent a clear road for
gospel advance." Morris Cf. Is 40:3-4.
"Hock and Chow accurately show that this
voluntary constraint on his freedom is bound
up with a potentially vulnerable indebtedness
to patrons, which could compromise his
position as an impartial apostle." Thistleton

opethw  owe, ought, must

éhig, 16og f hope, what is hoped for
dpotpraw  plough

dloaw  seev.9

ouev  Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl dudwuL
give
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Verse 13

ovk otdate GTL ol Td Lepd £oyalouevoL
[td] ék toD tepoh €oBiovoy, ol Td
Buolaotnpie Tapedpevovieg T
Buolaotnpio ovuuepllovrat;

"Either Paul was so eager to make the point
about voluntary restraint that v.12b interrupts
the argument, or more probably he suddenly
remembers a still more compelling argument
which does not depend upon analogy but on
established precedent familiar to the readers,
whether drawn from OT or Jewish or Graeco-
Roman religious practice." Thistleton

lepog, o, ov sacred, holy, pertaining to
the temple

tepov, ov n temple, temple precincts

Buolaotnplov, ov n altar (of incense)

mopedpevw  serve, wait upon

ovuueptLouor share with

'Have a share of what is sacrificed.'
See Lev 7:6, 8-10, 14, 28-36 etc.

Verse 14

ovtwg kol O kVPLog dLétatev Tolg TO
evayyélov katoyyéhhovowy €k tod
gvayyehiov Chv.

owotacow command, give instructions

kotoyyedhw  proclaim, make known,
preach

Caw live, be alive

Probably an allusion to Jesus' words recorded
in Luke 10:7; Matt 10:10.

Day 384: 1 Corinthians 9:15-21

Verse 15

gym &8¢ 0V KéxpMUoL 0VOEVL TOVTWV. OVK
Eypapa 8¢ tobta Tvo oVtwg yévntal &v
guot, kadov ydp uot udAlov dmobovelv 1
- 1O kaMUE LoV OVOELS KEVIOEL.

ypoouol use, make use of

| The perfect denotes a continuing stance.

0VdELS, 0VdeULe, 0VdEV  Nno one, nothing

0ovdevi TOVTWV 'none of these rights' or, in
context, never ... any of these rights.'

| £ypopa an epistolatory aorist

vévntal  Verb, aor subj, 3 s yLvouoL

| ¢v £uol 'in my case'

uoiiov adv more; rather,
dmobvnokw die, face death

"better for me to die than — The text here is
difficult. The best interpretation is that Paul
breaks off his sentence and does not complete
it. What follows is an explanation. 'No man
will make this boast of mine an empty one'."
Morris. Thistleton reminds us that Paul is
dictating the letter. He breaks off speaking
due to emotion.

The textual variants would appear to be

attempts to alleviate the abruptness of the text.

kovynua, Tog n ground for boasting,
object of boasting, boasting, pride

"It may be easy to misunderstand Paul's use of
kavynmud wov if we forget that Paul's theme is
his glory in the cross (1:18-31). His thought
revolves around a core contrast between
human boasting and glorying in the Lord
(1:30-31). His rejection of dependency on
patronage at Corinth reflects, in accordance
with Matt 10:5-14 and the part parallel Luke
10:3-9, the apostolic living out of trustful
dependence on God's grace alone, in which he
is able freely to give precisely as his response
to his having freely received." Thistleton

"In offering the 'free' gospel 'free of charge' his
own ministry becomes a living paradigm of the
gospel itself." Fee

kevow deprive of power, make of no
effect, empty of meaning

Verse 16

g0V YO evoryyeliCoual, ovk 0TIV ot
kaymua: avaykn yao uou émikertol: oval
v not oty €dv ur evayyehiomuat.

evayyeMCw act. and midd proclaim the
good news

avaykn, ng £ necessity, compulsion

émikelpal  lie upon, be imposed (of
regulations)

ovat interj. woe! how horrible it will be!

"It is agony if Paul tries to escape from the
constraints and commission which the love
and grace of 'the hound of heaven' presses
upon him." Thistleton

Verse 17

el yap €kwv 10010 TPdooW, PLoBOV EYw*
el 8¢ dkwv, olkovoutay memiotevpal.
¢kwv, ovoa, ov of one's own free will

| Or here, 'entirely by personal choice.'

mpooow practice, do

utobog, ov m pay, wages, reward

dkwv  unwillingly

oikovouwa, ag f task, responsibility

memiotevuar - Verb, perf pass ind, 1s
motevw  here = entrust
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"There is more than one way of understanding
this difficult verse. Paul may mean that the
man who preaches with a willing spirit merits
his reward, whereas if he is unwilling he is not
excused. He must still discharge his
stewardship. Or he may be starting from the
premise of verse 16 that 'necessity presses
upon me'. If he preached of his own free
choice he would merit a reward. As it s, it is
not his own choice. He must preach. The next
verse would then be understood as, "What
reward is possible under these circumstances?'
There is nothing of grace in wobog, reward,
which rather signifies 'wages', 'the payment of
what is due'. Morris

"The whole argument hinges on sovereign
grace, and that it is in fireely giving in response
to God's free gift that kovynua, grounds for
taking delight in what one gives, becomes
possible only within a framework where
pressure and law do not apply: free gift in
response to free gift. It is in giving that the
believer receives, not some 'external' reward,
but through the internal gramar of the
blessedness of giving which is the stamp of
identification with the cross. Hence, if Paul
canot 'freely’ give his apostolic work (since to
this he is pressed by God without choice),
what is left to give 'freely’ is his toil and labour
as a leather worker and salesman in the
commercial agora. This he gives to relieve
others of bearing his costs and more especially
avoiding the obligations of patronage which
might compromise his voice on behalf of less
influential groups within the church."
Thistleton

Verses 19-23

"These verses form a rhetorical climax to the
argument in 9:1-18, and confirm that ch. 9 is
no mere digression on the subject of
apostleship as such. Whereas vv. 1-18 focus
largely on the strategy and personal example
of foregoing the 'right' to substance, however,
these verses show that standing in solidarity
with 'the other,' as against autonomy or self-
affirmation, lies at the heart of the gospel. In
particular, concern for the diversity of those
who are 'the weak' constitutes a profound
pastoral and missionary strategy which is not
built on pragmatic 'success' but on the nature
of the gospel (v. 23) in which Paul has a part.”
Thistleton

Verse 19

"Elev0epog yOp OOV €k TavIwv oLy
guotov £80VAwoo., Tva Tovg mhelovag
KePOMOoW*

éhevdepoc, a, ov free, free person

Thistleton says, "Any translation needs to
signal the emphatic place of the first word in
the Greek, the adjective éhevbepog, 'free', not
least since this is a catchword in sociopolitical
and religious aspirations and concerns about
status at Corinth." He offers the translation,
'Free is what I am — no slave to any human
person — yet I put myself into slavery to every
human person.'

Verse 18

guovtOV  Pronoun, acc s £UOVTOV, MG
reflexive pronoun myself, my own

dovhow enslave, make (someone) a slave

TTAELWV, TTAELOV or JTAEOV more, most, the
many

Tt 00V ov oty 6 wLobde; va
gvayyeMZouevog dddmoavov 0om to
eVayyELLOV, £ig TO W katayeoacdot T
g€ovoia pwov év T edayyehio.

'as many as possible', 'all the more'

kepdaLvw gain, win

Verse 20

"This verse explicates the point just made
above. Only by gratuitously proclaiming the
gospel gratis can Paul go beyond the
preaching which God has pressed upon him as
an inescapable, non voluntary, task, and
thereby go 'the second mile." To do this,
however, he must forego a right, as he pleads
with 'the strong' among his readers to do."
Thistleton

kal ¢yevouny tolg ‘Tovdaiolg mg
"Tovdatog, Tva "Tovdaiovg kepdiow: Tolg
VIO VOUOV OE VITO VOOV, w1 OV avtdg
VIO VOROV, tva Tovg Vo vouov kepdiom:

gyevounv has the force of 'l make myself

adamavog, ov  free of charge

Onow Verb, aor act subj/ fut act indic, 1 s
TiOnuL place, set, present

katoypnoaobar  Verb, aor midd dep infin
kotoypooual use, make full use of

égovowa, og f right, capability, power

Tolg V7O vOuov may widen the scope to
include circumcised proselytes.

Thistleton, quoting Hayes, says, The phrases
g "Tovdalog and wg VIO VOUOV are
especially revealing of Paul's theology of the
new creation: 'Since Paul was in fact a Jew,
this formulation shows how radicaly he
conceives the claim that in Christ he is ... in a
position transcending all cultural allegiances.'
(cf. Gal 2:15; 3:28; and 1 Cor 12:13)."

Tovdalog, a, ov a Jew, Jewish, Judean
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The phrase w1 OV oVTOE VITO VOUOV is
omitted from a number of MSS and VSS —
probably an accident in transmission.

"Paul conformed to practices which would
enable him to approach them that are under
the law with greater acceptability." Morris.
But this is more than an explication of
missionary strategy, it is given as an example
to the Corintians of how they should live out
the gospel in their relationships with one
another. Martin Luther sums it up in his work
Concerning Christian Liberty: "A Christian
man is the most free lord of all, and subject to
none; a Christian man is the most dutiful
servant of all, and subject to everyone."

"These are people who are most probably the
vulnerable in sociopolitical terms, forced into
dependency on patrons, owners, or employers,
which make decisive initiative or boldness a
foreign habit of mind. Paul behaves, and
observes a strategy, which takes account of the
inhibited, vulnerable, and dependent. In
today's terms, he does not proclaim merely a
'success' gospel for extrovert 'winners.' If
these people are too scrupulous in their
eagerness 'to do the right thing,' Paul stands
with them." Thistleton

Verse 21

dobevels  Adjective, m nom pl doBevng
kepdalvw see v.19

véyova  Verb, perf act indic, 1 s yuvouat
moviwg by all means, surely, certainly

| Here, 'by every possible means.'

totg dvouolg g dvouog, un v dvouog
0e0D dlhe Evvopog Xprotol, Tva kepddvw
TOVC dvouovg:

owCw save, rescue, heal

Verse 23

dvouog, ov outside the law, Gentile
évvopog, ov  subject to law, legal

avta 8¢ ToL® S TO gvayyéhov, Tva
ovyKoLvovog avtod yévouat.

Paul views himself as 'not under law' — no
longer under the constraints of Torah. But he
is not free from obligation to God for he is
bound to Christ as Lord. Hayes writes, "Being
free from the Law does not mean that Paul
runs wild with self-indulgence — a word
pointedly spoken to the Corinthians who are
proclaiming T am free to do anything.'
Instead, he lives with a powerful sense of
obligation to God, defined now by his
relationship to Christ." And Bruce relates this
to 11:1 where the example of Christ is seen as
paradigmatic for Christian conduct.

gvayyehov, ou n  good news, gospel

This is "the singular passion of his life." Fee

OVYKOLVWVOG, ov m sharer, participant

Thistleton, quoting Collins, says, "To stand
alongside the Jew, the Gentile, the socially
dependent and vulnerable, or to live and act in
solidarity with every kind of person in every
situation is to have a 'share' in 'the nature of the
gospel', i.e. fo instantiate what the gospel is
and how it operates. The use of compounds
here (ovv-) 'express[es] various forms of
solidarity in Christian existence."

Day 385: 1 Corinthians 9:22-27

Verse 22

Verses 24-27

gyevouny 1olg dobevéory dobevric, Tva
ToVg doBevelg kepdfow* Tolg oLV YEyova
TAVTO, Vo TAVIOWS TLVOS OWoW.

The Isthmian games took place every second
year just outside of Corinth and may well have
occurred during Paul's ministry there. Paul
therefore draws upon illustrations with which
the Corinthians are familiar. His warning is
against self-indulgence.

doBeveorv Adjective, m dat pl doBevng, &g
sick, weak, helpless

Verse 24

OvK otdoTe OTL Ol £V OTAdIW TPEXOVTES
TAVTEG UEV TPEXOVOLY, €1g O Aaufdvel TO
Bpafetov; ovtwg TPéxeTe Tva KaToldpNTE.

0T0dLOvV, OV n arena, stadium
TeEX®W run, exert oneself
Bpafewov, ov n prize
kotolaupave obtain, attain, seize
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"An athelete goes through anything, both
effort and abstinence, to win, because he or
she has an eye on the ultimate goal. Can the
Corinthians, then, not exercise due £ykpaTELQ,
self-control or abstinence, when what is at
stake is not a garland made from vegitation, or
even the acclaim of the crowd, but 'the brother
or sister for whom Christ died' (8:11)?"
Thistleton

Verse 25

70g 8¢ O dywviLduevog mavto
¢ykpotevetal, ¢ketvol ugv obv (vol
@OapTOV oTéavov Mapwoty, Muelg d¢
dgbaptov.

dyoviZonar struggle, fight, compete
éykpatevoual exercise self-control

'everyone who enters as a combatant exercises
self-control in everything.'

"It is difficult to know whether degpa depwv
means shadow boxing or flinging punches in a
genuine fight which find no target... Although
the second meaning underlines the
fruitlessness of the exercise, it is more likely
that Paul wants to expose 'the strong' at
Corinth who parade yvwolg rather than dyoutn
as all to ready 'to go through the motions' of
religious profession and routine without real
engagement with the daily life-or-death issues
arising from love for the other and the need to
discipline and constrain their own indulgences
and freedoms. To lay primary stress on the
first with a nuance suggesting the second is
perhaps best achieved by 'one who
shadowboxes into empty air." Thistleton
"Paul's Christianity is purposeful. He puts
everything into direct and forceful Christian
endeavour." Morris

gkewvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that, he,
she, it

¢Baptog, M, ov subject to corruption

oTeQavog, ov m wreath, crown, prize

Verse 27

"The tradition of a crown of victory stemming
from the Greek city-states should be
distinguished from a crown of royalty in the
tradition of the monarchies and the kingship of
Israel and the kingdom of God or Christ. The
widespread NT use of the crown for believers
(e.g., 1 Pet 5:4; Jas 1:12; 2 Tim 4:8; Rev 2:10)
is more likely to signify the crown of victory
than of that of royalty, although sometimes
sharing in the reign of Christ is in view."
Thistleton

AMAA VITOTLETW Lov TO oMo Kal
dovhaywyd, uf Twg GAhorg knevEag
avTOg AOOKLUOG YEVWUOL.

vrwmalw  wear out (somebody), treat
with severity, keep under control
omua, T0g n body

Thistleton thinks that the reference is not so
much to his physical body as to his life and
offers the translation, "My day-to-day life as a
whole I treat roughly, and make it strictly
serve my purposes.' "The whole of everyday
life must be held captive to the purpose of the
gospel.”

MiPpwowv  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl Aoufovm
agbaptog, ov imperishable, immortal

"The strenuous self denial of the athlete in
training for his fleeting reward is a rebuke to
all half-hearted Christian service. Notice that
the athlete denies himself many lawful
pleasures. The Christian must avoid not only
definite sins, but anything that hinders his
complete effectiveness."” Morris

dovAoywyew bring under control

g 1) interrog. particle how? in what way?
ii) enclitic particle somehow, in some
way

alhog, 1, o another, other

Knovgag Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
knovoow preach, proclaim

adokipog, ov  failing to meet the test,
disqualified

Verse 26

gyw Tolvuv olTmg TPéxmw Mg oVK AdMAWG,
oVTwg TUKTEV®W MG 0VK Afpa dEPWV

towvvv therefore, for that very reason
adniwg aimlessly, without a goal in mind

"Today we might say: I play with my eye on
the ball." Thistleton

"Paul's fear was not that he might lose his
salvation but that he might lose his crown
through failing to satisfy his Lord (cf 3:15)."
Morris

Thistleton says, "The notion of that which does
not prove itself to be such as it ought well
captures the notion of purpose in relation to
calling and verdict. The 'test' reveals failures
of an unspecific nature, not utter rejection."

muktevw  box, fight
dnp, €pO0c m air, space
oepw beat, strike, hit
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