Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 81: 1 Corinthians 13:8-14:25

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 81 — 1 Corinthians 13:8-14:25

Day 401: 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

Verse 8

H dydutn ovdémote mimreL. eite 68

mpognTetaL, kotapyndoovtal: eite
YADOOOL, TTOVOOVTAL® ELTE YVDOLS,

Katopyndnoetal.

What applies at a personal level ('love never
gives up', v.7) is now applied at a deeper,
cosmic level.

ovdemoTe  never

mutto fall, fall down, collapse

eite if, whether

mpogntela, og f prophecy, preaching,the
gift of prophecy

koatapyew render ineffective, cancel, do
away with

Cf. the use of this verb in 1:28. "The future
passive does not suggest simply that
prophecies melt away of their own accord as
they are fulfilled, but that a cosmic,
eschatological, public deed of divine judgment
'brings them to an end." How can preachers
and prophets have anything to say when the
last judgment not only reveals, but evaluates
and pronounces judgment upon, everything.
The sermons of prophets and the 'kowledge' of
theologians are rendered redundant, while the
character and fruit of 'love does not fall apart.'
To prophesy would be like switching on a
torch in the full light of the noonday sun."
Thistleton

"This must surely call into question the notion
that 'tongues' are either, in Paul's view, a
language of heaven, or a paradigmatic way of
expressing exalted intimacy with God. 1If this
were so, why should they cease at the
eschaton? Rather, it confirms Theissen's view
(see above on 12:10) that 'tongues' primarily
(although perhaps not exclusively) serve to
express inarticulate preconscious longings,
yearnings, and wellings up of praise prompted
by the activity of the Spirit (Rom 8:26), but as
yet 'raw' and in need of communicative,
intelligible, conscious communication.
'"Tongues' will evaporate as readily as tears
when a resurrection cowua allows the believer
to come face to face with God without the
limitations and hidden conflicts of the mode of
this present life in its earthly owuo. There is
no need for them to be 'brought to an end';
their cause will have disappeared." Thistleton

yvoolg  see 12:8

Verse 9

€K LEPOVS YOO YLVWOKOUEV KOl £k UEPOVG
TPOPNTEVOUEV"

uepog, ovg n part, piece, in part, partly

yAwooo see 12:10
movw stop; midd stop, cease

"We prophesy in part ... probably means that
God does not reveal everything so that the
prophet, no less than the sage, gives but a
partial glimpse of the truth." Morris
Thistleton suggests £k LePOVS means 'piece by
piece' or 'bit by bit' and says, "Paul shares the
view explored in the Hegelian tradition that
piece-by-piece knowledge may lead to partial
and mistaken judgments which set in motion
endless processes of correction and
recorrection." He continues, "In Paul's view
any 'absolute’ of revelation is anchored in the
cross and in the resurrection within the
framework of OT revelation and further
disclosures as anticipation of the End when the
whole picture becomes unveiled at the last
judgment. Only then does 'knowledge'
become definitive, unrevisable, and no loner
corrigible."

Verse 10

Otov 8¢ ENON TO TéhELOV, TO €k Uépovg
katapyndnoetat.

otav when, whenever
TeleLog, o, ov complete, whole, perfect,
mature
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| Suggests both completeness and goal.

Verse 11

Ote funv vijmog, £hdhouv hg vijmmog,
£EOVOUV g VITTLOC, £AOYLLOUNY (Mg
vijmog: Ote yéyovo avijp, koTrioynka To
0D VnItiov.

"I am known is in the aorist tense. The
knowledge God has of Paul is not something
growing and becoming more and more
perfect... God's knowledge of his servant is
complete." Morris

Verse 13

Ote conj when
flunv  Verb, imperf act indic, 1s €ijl
vnLog, o, ov  baby, infant, child

vuvi 8¢ uéver mmiotig, ghmig, dydomm, T
tota Tadta ueiCwv 8¢ TovTtwv 1) Aydm.

Cf. 3:1.

vuvi (originally an emphatic form of vuv)
now

MoAew speak, talk
@povew think, have in mind

Not intended to be taken in a temporal sense,
but in a logical sense, 'now in conclusion'

Thistleton suggests 'l had childish interests and
concerns'

hoyLLouar reckon, count, reason
véyovo.  Verb, perf act indic, 1 s yuvouo

uevw remain, stay, abide

é\tig, 1bog T hope, ground of hope, what
is hoped for

TPELS, TPLO gen TPLwV dat Tplowv three

The perfect here stands in contrast with
previous imperfects. There is no going back to
previous patterns of conduct.

For the linking of faith, hope and love, see
Rom.5:2-5; Gal 5:5f; Col 1:4f; 1 Thess 1:3;
5:8; Heb 6:10-12; 1 Peter 1:21f.

avnp, dvdépog m man, husband
katjoynko Verb, perf act indic, 1 s
KOTOQYEW

uelLwv, ov and uellotepog, o, ov (comp
of ueyag) greater, greatest

'l am done with childish ways' Moffatt

Paul's analogy here applies to the Corinthians'
views of special gifts (cf. 3:1 on the issue of
childishness versus maturity).

"Paul is alluding not simply to the experience
of spiritual gifts, but to how they are expressed
(AaheLv), what 'opinions' are held about them
(ppovewv), and how they are 'valued' or
evaluated (MoyLCeoBar)." Thistleton

Verse 12

BArémousv yop GotL die E0OTTPOV £V
aiviyuatt, TdT1E 8¢ TPOOWITOV TPOG
TEOOMITOV* JPTL YLVWOK® £K UEPOVS, TOTE
6t émuyvwoopat kobwg kal reyvamodny.

Tertulian comments "Rightly [is love the
greatest]. For faith departs when we are
convinced by vision, by seeing God. And hope
vanishes when the things hoped for come
about. But love both comes to completion and
grows more when the perfect has been given."
By way of contrast, Thistleton, citing Barrett,
writes, "Barrett assists us here. 'Faith' ceases,
he argues, if the context is that of what he calls
'miracle-working faith' in 13:2. But in the
sense used when Paul asserts 'whatever is not
of faith is sin' (om 14:23), 'the life of the age to
come will rest on faith as completely as does
the Christian life now." Similarly, unless we
conceive of heaven as a 'closed' or static state,
the openness of the heavenly life towards the
future maintains the relevance of hope."

PAetw see, look, be able to see
aptL now, at the present
£007TTPOV, OV N Mirror

A 'mirror’ in NT times would have been made
from polished metal. Corinth was famous for
its mirrors. Fee suggests that Paul's use of the
metahor of a miror emphasises the indirect
character of our present knowledge.

aiviyua, tog n dim or obscure image,
puzzle

tote then, at that time

UEPOS see v.9

gmLYLVWOK®  perceive, understand

gmeyvwoOny  Verb, aor pass indic, 1 s
ETLYLVOOKW
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Thistleton favours the 'middle view' of Barth,
writing, "Barth concludes his study of these
verses by taking up a closely related theme.
Love is 'the future eternal light shining in the
present. It therefore needs no change of form.'
In one sense faith and hope abide also, but in
forms in which faith becomes assimilated into
sight, and hope absorbed into the perfect, even
though this is an active perfection. Thus in a
subtle sense love alone abides forever in the
form in which Christ and the cross has
revealed it: 'it is that which continues.' Thus,
if there is any heavenly counterpart to the
qualities and dispositions of the earthly life of
the church, its worship, its understanding, its
faith, and its hope will all undergo
modification under new conditions. The
teacher, theologian, pastor, and evangelist
become redundant in the sense in which their
work is currently carried out. But learning to
love, to have respect and concern for the Other
above the self, is grounded in the nature of
God as revealed in Christ, and this will never
become redundant, obsolete, or irrelevant.

The future thus provides the model for the
present in working out priorities at Corinth and
in the church at large. Agape is much more
than a 'moral virtue."

In this context may mean 'spiritual utterances.' |

ualiov adv more, rather

Verse 2

0 Y0P MoA®V YAwooy ovk dvBpwIToLg
MoAeT GAAG Bed, 0Vdelg Yo droveL,
vetuaTL 8¢ Aakel pvotrpLos

Aodew see 13:11
oVdELS NO one

oVdelg yOp drkover "The issue in these verses
clearly turns on intelligible communication or
effective communicative action between
speakers and listeners." Thistleton. Hence 'no
one understands' or even 'no one learns.'

UvoTNELOV, OV n secret, mystery

Here 'what is unintelligible, baffling or
enigmatic.'

"The reason for the inferiority of tongues is its
unintelligibility." Morris

Verse 3

0 6t pognTevwv AvOpwIToLg MaAeT
0lkodoUNYV Kol TOPAKANOLY Kol
mopauvdiay.

Day 402: 1 Corinthians 14:1-5

Chapter 14

oikodoun, ng f upbuilding, edification

mapakinols, ewg f encouragement,
counsel

mapapvdwa, ag f comfort

"It appears in this chapter that Paul sees the
highest expression of spiritual gifts in the free,
helpful discussion of Christians together and in
their contribution in thoughtful speech to each
other. (It is, in fact, our impression that
expressions such as "thoughtful speech",
"testimony", or even "counsel" better translate
the word rendered now somewhat archaically
"prophecy".)" F.D.Bruner

"Contrary to widespread popular uses of this
chapter to assume an intimate connection
between being inspired by the Holy Spirit and
'spontaneity,’ the chapter as a whole places the
issue of concern for the other and
communicative intelligibility at the centre of
the discussion." Thistleton

"Prophecy, then, is a means of building up
Christian character, of strengthening men, of
giving them comfort in their distress." Morris.

Verse 1

Avwkete TV dydotny, Tnhobte 6¢ 1d
TIVEVUOTLKA, ubAlov 8¢ Tva wpogntevnTe.

dlwkw seek after, pursue

tnhow be jealous of, be very concerned
about

TIVEVUALTLKOG, M, OV spiritual, pertaining to
the spirit
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It is practical and pastoral in nature. "Such a
pastoral concern brings together the OT
tradition of prophetic contextual application to
particular circumstances and claims by Hill
and others that 'prophesying' has pastoral
preaching at its centre." Thistleton concludes,
"In summary, prophesying in Paul's theology
and in his argument in this chapter is the
performing of intelligible, articulate,
communicative speech-acts, the operative
currency of which depends on the active
agency of the Holy Spirit mediated through
human minds and lives to build up, to
encourage, to judge, to exhort, and to comfort
others in the context of interpersonal relations.
Such a definition is not comprehensive. It
allows for short utterances or, in accordance
with Paul's own wishes, of longer stretches of
speech to which the nearest modern parallel is
probably that of an informed pastoral sermon
which proclaims grace and jugdment, or
requires change of life, but which also remains
open to question and correction by others. We
may note that Zwingli (1484-1531) and
Bullinger (1507-75) used the term
'prophesyings' loosely in this way, although
with a greater emphasis on the place of 'Bible
readings' as generating the 'prophesyings.'
However, just as many unduly restrict
prophecy to the 'spontaneous,' we should avoid
the converse mistake of insisting that prophecy
should not in any circumstance take the more
'oracular' form often identified as such today.
In the end our view will be determined by a
dialogue between careful exegesis and a
theology of the nature of God and of God's
ways of action in the world."

Thistleton argues that the first occurrence of
'builds up' should be in quotation marks "first
to indicate that Paul takes it up as a catchword
for the dialogue, and second because whether
this first use is positive (i.e., edifies the self) or
negative (i.e., ministers to self-esteem or self-
affirmation) remains accutely controversial."
Having considered arguments for positive and
negative understandings of the first olkodouel
Thistleton concludes, "The best explanation is
that while the positive evaluation adopted by
Fee may apply to tongues specifically used in
private, the public use of tongues becomes so
bound up with perceived status and self-
affirmation that in public (but not in private)
the negative effects come to outweigh the
otherwise positive."

ékkhnowo, ag f congregation, church

Verse 5

0¢hw 8¢ mdvtog YUOg Aahelv YAwooaLlg,
uilov 8¢ Iva mpogntevnte: ueilwv 8¢ 6
mpogNTEVWVY 1§ 0 MaA®dV YAwooolg, £KTOg
el un drepunvedn, Tva 1 ¢kkAnoio
oikodounv Aapn.

Oehw  wish, will

Verse 4

O MADV YAwoon £avtov olkodouet: 6 68
TPOPNTEVWV EkkAnotayv olkodouet.

govtog reflexive pronoun, himself
otkodouew build, edify

Thistleton prefers the REB 'I am happy for ...
but happier still for ...", Belw here being
concilitory or concessive. Cf. Numb 11:29.
"Paul does not, I conclude partly on the basis
of 12:29-30, wish that every member of the
church at Corinth may speak with tongues; it is
the Holy Spirit alone who wills how his gifts
are apportioned, and egalitarianism is as much
an undifferentiated dullness as arbitrary
hierarchy ministers to authoritarianism and
elitism. Paul 'takes pleasure in' the sense of
intimacy, liberation, and prayerful doxology
and those who speak in tongues enjoy.
However, their pleasure is very solemnly and
seriously constrained by two things: first, that
this gift is used only privately; second, that
proclaiming the gospel of Christ, or
'‘prophesying' for the building up of others,
holds priority and privilege as an 'apostolic' of
Christlike, cruciform mode of ministry."

ualhov see v.l1

uelwv, greater, greatest

1 or, than

€KTog conj €KTOg €l un except, unless
depunvevw interpret, explain, translate
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Thistleton argues that the meaning here is "put
into articulate speech.’ The concern is not for
someone else to interpret the 'tongue.'
Thistleton presents detailed evidence
concerning this use of dtepunvevw, even
claiming that up to three quarters of the uses of
Olepunvevw in Philo mean 'put into words.'
He concludes, "There is no 'interpreter’
standing by. Paul declares that 'the person
who prophesies is of greater importance than
the one who speaks in tongues unless' some
specific condition is fulfiled: the tongue
speaker who is overwhelmed with the presence
and love of God to the extent that praise and
prayer flow forth in inarticulate sounds uttered
by the tongue (Yhwooa) finds that, after all, he
or she can 'put into words' the ground of
praise, prayer, joy, or longing, and thereby 'the
church community' as a whole similarly
'receive' (Aofn) this public ministry of
'building up' (tva 1) ékkinoia oikodounv
hapn)."

gkkhnowa, ag f congregation, church

Day 403: 1 Corinthians 14:6-12

Verse 6

Niv 8¢, ddehgoli, £av ENBw mPOg VUdC
yAwooalg MaAdV, Tt Db dgedjow, £ov
w1 Uty Aakjow 1 v dmmokolpeL 1 €v
yvwoel 1 év wpognteia 1) [Ev] dudayfi;

vuV here means something like 'well now." It
introduces hypothetical illustrative scenarios.
0w is used in the sense of 'suppose ...

EMOw  Verb, aor act subj, 1's épyouat
meehew gain, profit, achieve, benefit

| A keynote in these verses.

M or, (§...1M either... or)
dmokadv g, ewg £ revelation

lcf 1.7,

yvwolg, ewg f knowledge, understanding

Cf. 1:5; 8:1,7,10,11; 12:8; 13:2,8. "This term
mattered greatly at Corinth. Hence Paul's
insisence that inarticulate sounds could not
convey yYvwolg would have been especially
sharp and poignant to these addressees. In this
context the term denotes cognitive
'knowledge,' so prized in 8:1-11 by 'the strong'
at Corinth, and REB's looser enlightenment
conveys the cultural flavour." Thistleton

npogntela, og f prophecy, preaching,
the gift of prophecy

The precise distinction between these terms,
particularly, 'revelation' and "prophecy"' is
unclear — though cf. 14:3 and Thistleton on
prophecy.

dwdaym, ng f teaching, what is taught

Verse 7

Suwg T dpuya poviy d1ddvTa, elte
avAog elte KOAdpa, £0v SLOOTOMV TOTG
@BSYYOLS Un D, TOS YvwobioeTal TO
avhovuevov 1 10 kLhapLLouevov;

ouwg even, nevertheless

Paul seems to use this adverb (here and in Gal
3:15) as an equivalent to Opolws. Here then,
'similarly with reference to ...'

apvyog, ov inanimate
d10dvTa  Verb, pres act ptc, mnom s OLOWUL

\ pl4 \ !’ I3 .
TO APuya povry 0LdOVTo 'inanimate
musical instruments'

ette if, whether
avhog, ov m flute
klBapa, ag f harp, lyre

Here the sense may be general, 'in the case of
wind or stringed instruments.'

dtaotohn, ng f distinction, difference

Maybe here "a musical 'interval' ... the
difference in pitch between two sounds."
Edwards

@Boyyog, ov m voice, sound, tone

"The point is not that notes are produced badly
or inappropriately, but that untuned strings or
overblown wind produces mere noise where
there is no 'difference’ in Saussure's sense of
linguistic or semiotic 'difference’ as the very
basis of conveying anything articulate or
communicative... Vv ... is regularly used of
the 'voice' of musical instruments ... but an
instrumental 'voice' without infervals ... is
mere noise or mere sound (unmodulated
(pwvn, which is not actual 'music' at all), and it
cannot be 'recognised." Thistleton

0w Verb, aor act subj, 3 s dLdwWL

nwg  how? in what way?

aview play a flute; to avhovuevov what
is played on a flute

klBoplLw play a harp

"Neither flute nor harp makes sense unless
there is a meaningful variation in the sounds
produced. A melody played finely speaks to a
man's very soul. An aimless jangle means
nothing." Morris
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Verse 8

Kol Yo £0v AdMAov odATLYE @viy 8,
Tig TOPAOKEVAOETAL £IC TTOLEUOV;

adnrog, ov unmarked, indistinct

onhog (clear, evident) relates primarily or
most often to clear communication.

oOoATILE, Lyyog f trumpet; trumpet blast

ow seev.7

mopookevolw prepare; midd. prepare
oneself, get oneself ready

TTOAEUOG, OV m war, battle, strife, conflict

The blowing of a trumpet for military
signalling fails utterly in its purpose if the
distinct message is not conveyed by the
sounds.

Verse 9

ovtmwg kol Vuelg oLl Thg yhwoong £ov un
gvonuov Adyov ddTe, TAC Yvwodoetol T
rohovuevov; €oeabe yap elg dépa
AahoDvtec.

The tongue has been designed and given

precisely for the purpose of intelligible speech.

gvonuog, ov intelligible, easily
understood

WG see v.7

goe0be  Verb, fut indic, 2 pl &iut

"Communicative acts of speech entail a
transactive engagement between speaker,
writer or 'sender,’ and adressee, hearer, or
'receiver.' If the recceiver cannot comprehend
(Ywvwokw) the content of what is being said
(To AaAovuevov), communication does not
occur." Thistleton

dnp, €pO0C m air, space

Whenever the word of God is conveyed in a
manner that is unintelligible to the hearers it is
no better than speaking into the air. This
principle has application not only to 'tongue
speaking' but also to unintelligible preachers.

Verse 10

tooadTa £l TUYOL YEVN QVOV EloLy €V
KOOW®W, Kol OVdEV Gpwvov:

TOOOVTOG, OUTY), OUTOV correlative adj SO
much, so great, so large; pl so many
TOx0L Verb, aor act opt, 3 s TUYYAV®
attain, experience; &l tvyou if it should
turn out that way, it may be, perhaps
vévn  Noun, nom/acc pl YeVOg

"The meaning of the whole expression is,
'there are probably ever so many languages in
the world' Goodspeed" Morris

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing
dewvog, ov  without meaning

Verse 11

2oy oDV w1 €0® TV dvvauy ThHe Qovic,
goouat T@® Aolodvtl BdpPfapog kai O
AoV €v éuol BdpPapoc.

€ld® Verb, perfact subj, 1 s oida know,
understand

|6vv0tuw here has the sense of 'force'

g¢oopor  Verb, fut indic, 1's eiut

MadoDvtL  Verb, pres act ptc, m dat s Aokew

BapPapog, ov  non-Greek, uncivilized,
foreigner

There is a derogatory flavour to the term
BapPapoc. "The ecstatic speech which
seemed to the Corinthians a matter for such
pride turned out to be the means of making
them nothing more than barbarians. This
would be worse for a Greek than for us."
Morris

géuol  Pronoun, dats £yw

Verse 12

oUtwg koi vuele, el Cnhwtal £ote
TIVEVUATWV, TTPOS TNV olkodounv Tfig
gkkAnotog Cnrette (va mepLoogunTe.

érteL  since, because, for
Cnhwing, ov m one who is zealous

mvevudtwv Thistleton suggests here means
'‘powers of the Spirit.'

oikodoun see v.3
Cnrew see 13:5
TEPLOOEVW  increase, abound, excel

"Where Paul diverges from the Corinthians is
in his insistence that since the Spirit is also the
Spirit of Christ, and since Christ gave himself
for others, any claims about 'spirituality' or
'‘powers of the Spirit' become problematic if
they have more to do with self-enhancement
than with the welfare and benefit of others.
Hence all this 'burning concern' about 'powers
of the Spirit' must be redirected into a more
Christlike 'eagerness' for the 'building up' (on
oikodoun see above, e.g., 8:1; 14:4) of the
'church community' as a corporate whole (cf.
the body-of-Christ language in 12:12-30, esp.
12:27)." Thistleton

Day 404: 1 Corinthians 14:13-19

Verse 13

L0 0 MoAdV YAwOooT TPooeVXEoh® Tval
dtepunven.

oo therefore, for this reason
TTPOOEVYOUdL pray
dLepunvevw interpret, explain, translate
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Cf. note on 14:5. "Paul neither critcises nor
questions the authenticity of speaking in
tongues (especially in the sense of v.5 above
and in vv. 18-19). However, he requests either
of two conditions: either (a) 'private' use (see
exegesis of vv. 16-23), i.e., outside the context
of public worship; or (b) effective prayer that
the speaker will be able to express in articulate
communicative speech the wondrous
perception of God or the gospel which is
otherwise 'too deep for words.' No 'second’
agent is envisaged; a second 'gift' is indeed
needed, i.e., the gift of being able fo put it into
words." Thistleton

Verse 16

érmel €0v evhoyfig [év] mveduatt, 6
AvaTTANE®V TOV TOTOV T0D 1dLWwTOoV TS
£0el TO Aunjv £mi T off evyapLotiq, émeldn
Tt Myerg ok 0ldev;

émel  since, because, for

evhoyew speak well of, bless
dvaminpow fill up, occupy

Tomog, ov m place

iduwtng, ov m untrained, unskilled man

Verse 14

gav [yap] mpooelymwual YAwooy, 10
vedUd wov poogvyeTaL, O 8¢ voig uwov
Gkopmdg 0TIV,

16 mtvedud uov 'my innermost [spiritual]
being' Thistleton

voug, voog m mind, reason,
understanding
dkopmog, ov  barren, unfruitful

"The Christian life is considerably more than
mental exercise. But the man whose mind is
unfruitful is not being true to his Christian
calling." Morris

Verse 15

The phrase 0 AVATANPWV TOV TOTOV TOU
{dLtwTov has been given a number of
interpretations. Morris tends towards the view
that (duwtng is here a technical term for an
'inquirer’, "people who had not committed
themselves to Christianity but who were
interested. These had ceased to be simply
outsiders, but were not yet Christians." So
also Hering who says these "have a definite
place in the assembly... They are not pagans
present by chance, but sympathisers who are
yet unbaptised, or quite simply 'ordinary'
Christians who do not possess any gifts of
inspiration." Could Paul's phrase here reflect
some elitist division among the Corinthians?
The NIV seems to reflect an informal use of
the term. Thistleton translates, 'the uninitiated
person.' Those referenced are those who,
when the words are spoken in tongues, find
themselves unable to understand what is said.

i 0DV £0TLV; TPooEVEOUAL TG TVEVUATL,
poogvEoual 8¢ kal T® vol Pard t@
sveduaTy, Paid 8¢ kal Td vot.

@ mtvevpatt The sense here is not 'in the
Spirit' since v.14 refers to T0 mvedud uov, but
'with my innermost being' — unless Paul's
usage here reflects a catchphrase of the
Corinthians by which they claimed to be
praying in the Spirit.

nwg  how?

¢oel  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s Aeyw

00¢, Om, 0OV possessive adj. your, yours
gvyaplotia, og f thanksgiving

émeldn  since, because, for

"Worship and prayer, Paul emphasises, should
be intelligible and corporate." Thistleton

Verse 17

vot Noun, dats vovg

Yol® Verb, fut act indic, 1 s PoAlw
sing, sing a hymn of praise, sing
praises

oV UEV YA KaADS elyopLoTels, dAle O
£TEP0G OVK OLkOdOUELTAL.

That which is spiritual and that which involves
the use of the mind should not be opposed.
Prayer and song in worship must involve the
worshipper enterering "into them
wholeheartedly, with mind as well as with
spirit. All too often prayers are offered in a
kind of emotional jargon, and hymns are
chosen on the basis of attractive tunes rather
than sound theology." Morris

"Solos that people do not understand lose more
than half their value in church worship." AT
Robertson

evyapLoTelg  Verb, pres act indic, 2 s
gvyapLotew thank, give thanks
£1ep0g, o, ov other, another, different

oikodouew build, build up, edify

"The goal of corporate worship is not a
personal thrill, but the building up of the body
of Christ." Murphy O'Connor

Verse 18

eVaPLoTd 1A Be®, TAVTWY VUDV UoALoV
YAWOoooLS AaAD*

ualiov adv more; rather, instead, more
than that

Thistleton suggests 'more gifted in' rather than
more in terms of "sheer frequency."”
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Verse 19

AN v EkkAnoig Béhw mévte AMdyoug T
vot pov AoAfioat, Tva kal EAhovg
katnow, f wupiovg Adyovg €v yAwaoon.

TeleELOg, O, ov complete, perfect, mature

Verse 21

év ékkAnota 'in the assembled congregation.’

Oehw  wish, will

mevte (indeclinable) five
vol seev.15

d\og, 1, o another, other
kotnyew inform, instruct

M or, than

uvptot, at, o ten thousand

&v T® vouw yéypamrtat OtL "Ev
£TEPOYAWOOOLS KOl €V yelheowy £T€pwv
MoAow Td M@ TovTw, Kol 0Vde oVTwg
glookovoovtal nov, Aéyel KUPLog.

vouog is here used of the OT generaly (cf.
Rom 3:19; Jn 10:34).

véypomtal Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s ypagpw

Having repeated his understanding of
olepunvevw (see 14:5), Thistleton says, "Paul
does not approve of uttering unintelligible
noises in public worship, whether or not
someone purports subsequently to 'decode’
them. Moreover, since the 'tongue' would
normally be addressed o God (14:2, 15, 16),
the notion of interpreting glossalalia as a
'message’ of prophecy addressed to the
congregation (14:3, 'prophecies ... to other
people') owes more to pietist traditions than to
exegesis of this epistle. Our arguments are set
forth above, and are corroborated by Paul's
allusion to Isaiah in vv. 20-25."

Day 405: 1 Corinthians 14:20-25

Verse 20

Adehgoi, un mwawdia yiveobe tolg @peotv,
AANG T kokig vnmudlete, talg 8¢ @peoty
TéheLOL Yiveobe.

"Nowhere does Paul state more clearly than in
v.20 that the way in which speaking in tongues
is used at Corinth minister to childish love of
display or thoughtless self-centredness."
Thistleton

madLov, ov n child

The negative present imperative um ...
yuveoBe suggests 'do not continue to be.'

@peoiv Noun, dat pl @pnv, gpevog f
thinking, understanding

"It is indeed the characteristic of the child to
prefer the amusing to the useful, the brilliant to
the solid." Godet

"Children love anything that shines or moves
or makes a noise... May modern Christians
have the same mentality... They would rather
be made to feel than to think ... fall too easily
under the spell of virtuosi ... It shows lack of
maturity in the things of the Spirit." Deluz

The quotation is from Is 28:11-12, though the
wording here differs both from the LXX and
the Hebrew MT.

"Paul superimposes the parallel situations of
Corinth and Isaiah 28 onto one another with
the effect that the genuine force of OT
scripture speaks creatively to a new situation.
Ronald Clements explains the situation which
Isaiah addressed. 'Isaiah found himself in
conflict with certain priests and prophets of
Jerusalem': their self-indulgence in festivities
and drink had confused their speech and their
thinking, and led them to mock the serious
declarations of Isaiah about divine action.
'Isaiah turns back their mockeries on their own
head by warning of the way God himself will
punish them (v.11)... [with] the coming of the
Assyrians.' "Whom will he teach knowledge?'
(28:9) alludes to Isaiah's wasting his time
because the scoffers are too drunk, confused,
and self-confident to care. The Hebrew of
28:10 suggests 'onomatopoeic ...
representation of the din made by the revelers'
who found Isaiah's rebuke 'foolish and
childish,' while in 28:11 'the reference is
clearly to the harsh-sounding Assyrian
language which ... 'this people' would soon be
hearing... [These foreigners] would soon be
teaching them a lesson..." Bruce, Kistemaker,
Allo and Schrage paint a similar background.
"The two contexts match well. Those who are
'wise' and 'gifted' in their own eyes dismiss the
plain message as 'childish,' when in reality it is
the supposedly wise who think and act like
children. Divine judgment, as so often occurs
in life, has a dimension of 'internal grammar,'
i.e., God permits the seeds of its own fall to
operate. The disdain of plain speech comes
home with a vengeance: if they want
something other than intelligible speech, they
can have it; however, it will serve as an
uncomfortable judgment, for it will place
many of God's own people for whom they
ought to care in the position of aliens and
outsiders...

kokla, og evil, wickedness
vnmalw  be a child
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"This now accounts for many of the
similarities to, and apparent divergencies from,
the LXX text of Isa 28:11-12, for Paul is
simultaneously quoting and applying the
passage." Thistleton

£TEPOYAWO00G, oV speaking a
foreign/strange language

xelhog, ovg n lip

haog, ov m people, a people

glookovw obey

Verse 22

It is important to realise that Paul is here using
two separate arguments to support two
different points. The first, in vv 21 & 22,
highlights the inappropriateness of Christians
revelling in tongues. The second argument,
developed in this and the following verses,
shows that tongues convey entirely the wrong
message to the unconverted. They might think
that this "is simply one more mystery cult that
whips its partisans into a frensy of frothy
enthusiasm." Hayes

MHoTe ob YAOooOL £ig onuetdv eloLy ov Tolg
motevovoly GAAG Totg dmiotolg, 1 &¢
TpogNTELD OV TOTE ATTioToLg AL TOTG
TLOTEVOVOLV.

wote  so that, with the result that
dmotog, ov unfaithful, unbelieving

Verse 24

g0V 8¢ TavTeg mPOPNTEVWOLY, £l0EAOT Of

T1g drtotog 1§ dlwng, EAéyyetol VIO

Tdviwv, dvakpivetal Vo TAvVTIWY,

éheyyw show (someone his) fault, convince
(someone of his) error, convict

Tongues, in the passage quoted, are a sign of
(or upon) unbelief or disobedience: a mark of
the judgement of God. It is strange therefore
that Christians should prefer tongues to
intelligible speech.

"In the public worship of the church the
transference of experience of being alien
prefigured in Isaiah 28 constitutes a sign of
judgment rather than of grace; it is prophetic
speech which proclaims grace." Thistleton

V1o wavtwv Thistleton means 'by all that is
said'

dvokpLvew examine, judge, evaluate

"As Calvin and Barrett note, the sense is
closely parallel to that which John 16:8
ascribes to the work of the Holy Spirit —
Paraclete." Thistleton

Verse 23

"Edv o0v ouvéNOn 1) kkAnola OAn &l T
ovTO KOl TAVTES MOADOLY YAWOOWLS,
eloéMOwoLv 8¢ duTal 1 dutlotot, ovK
gpolowv OtTL paiveobde;

The language of vv 23f. is deliberately
extravagant as Paul paints what Thistelton
refers to as an 'impressionistic' scenario of the
whole church together in one place and all
speaking in tongues, etc.

Verse 25

T kELVITTA Thg Kopdlag adTod pavepd

vivetat, kol oVTme TEowV Tl TEOOWITOV

mPookVVHoeL T® Be®d, dmayyéhhwv Ot

Ovtwg 6 0£0g &v VUtV £0TLv.

kpvmtog, M, ov hidden, secret, private

pavepog, o, ov evident, plain, visible

weowv Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s JTILITTW
fall, fall down

TPOoWITOV, ov n face

ovvéNDN  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s guvepyouaL
come together, assemble, meet

o6\og, M, ov whole, all, complete, entire

glogpyouat enter, go in, come in

duwtng  see v.16

N or

g¢oolovv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl heyw

uatvouatl be out of one's mind, be raving

"Since this is a conscious act of worship ... this
falling down (NIV, REB) must not be
confused with neo-Pentecostalist phenomena
often described as being 'slain in the Spirit.'

To throw oneself to the ground (in prostration)
was used in the OT and in the first century 'as
a sign of devotion, before high-ranking
persons of divine beings especially when one
approaches with a petition' BAGD."

Thistleton

"The term carries the double meaning of
emotional lack of self-control, expressed as
'raving,' and an unattractive, even frightening
loss of rational sanity." Thistleton

TPEOOKUVEW  worship
amoyyehhw announce, proclaim
oviwg really, certainly, indeed

"The effect of the prophetic word is to reveal
to the man his state. His whole inner being is
searched out. Those things he fondly
imagined to be locked within kis heart he finds
reproved and judged, and he can only ascribe
this to the activity of God." Morris
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"Allo suggests that the conviction brought
about by prophetic speech stands in contrast to
the Corinthian claim that it is speaking in
tongues that provides the necessary sign of
authenticity." Thistleton
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