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Notes on the Greek New Testament  

Week 85 – 2 Corinthians 1:1-2:5 
 

 

Day 421:  Introduction to 2 Corinthians 

Circumstances of Paul's writing '2 Corinthians' 

On the geographical and social circumstances of Corinth and on Paul's ministry 

among the Corinthians, see the Introduction to 1 Corinthains (Week 72).  In that 

introduction we included an outline of the history of Paul's relationship with Corinth.  

Here we pick up and expand that summary at the point where Paul had sent to Corinth 

the letter we now know as 1 Corinthians
1
. 

When Paul sent off the letter we know as 1 Corinthians, he expected to follow it with 

a personal visit and to be able to remain a while at Corinth (1 Cor 16:5-8).  In the 

meantime he sent Timothy (1 Cor 4:17; 16:10).  Shortly after Timothy's departure, 

Paul seems to have changed his plans.  He now proposed to visit the Corinthians 

twice, once on his way to Macedonia and a second time on his return, before sailing 

on to Judea (2 Cor 1:15,16), along with delegates from the churches taking gifts to the 

Christians at Jerusalem. 

However, when Timothy arrived in Corinth he found that a particular ringleader had 

launched a personal attack on Paul (2 Cor 2:5-11; 7:8-13).  Timothy was unable to 

resolve the problem and returned to Ephesus to inform Paul of the situation.  In 

response, Paul made a brief and 'painful' visit to Corinth (2 Cor 2:1).  The opposition 

to Paul seems to have centred upon one or two leaders whom the Corinthians tacitly 

supported or at least refused to disown.  "Moreover, the church had been infiltrated by 

Judaisers from Judea, men who were adamantly opposed to the gospel Paul preached 

and who ridiculed his apostleship (2 Cor 2:5-8; 7-12)" (Carson).  The work of the 

gospel was in jeopardy at Corinth. 

Paul left, and rather than making the previously planned double visit to Corinth he 

returned to Ephesus from where he wrote a severe yet tearful letter.  This further 

change of plan left him open to the charge of being fickle (2 Cor 1:16-2:4).  The 

'severe letter' was sent to Corinth in the hands of Titus (2 Cor 2:4; 7:8).  This letter has 

been lost (though some think that it is (partially) preserved in 2 Corinthians 10-13).  In 

this letter, Paul demanded the punishment of the ringleader(s) who had opposed him 

(2 Cor 2:3-9; 7:8-12). 

Titus seems also to have been charged with the task of organising the collection for 

the Christians in Jerusalem (2 Cor 8:6).  The longstanding plan for the collection had 

been postponed partly, perhaps, because of the Corinthian's antipathy towards Paul but 

perhaps also (suggests Carson) because "the interlopers from Judea were demanding 

financial support (11:7,12-20;12:14) and were siphoning off funds that should have 

gone to Jerusalem."  The fact that Paul instructed Titus to commence the collection 

suggests that he was optimistic that his letter would receive a positive response. 

                                                           
1  On the history leading up to the writing of 2 Corinthians, chapter 1 of Carson's book (cited below) is 

particularly helpful. 
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Shortly afterwards, Paul faced severe problems at Ephesus which compelled him to 

leave the city (see Acts 19 and 2 Cor 1:8,9).  Paul had hoped to meet Titus at Troas 

but, being unable to find him, continued on to Macedonia (perhaps Philippi) to 

intercept him (2 Cor 2:12f.).  There Titus informed Paul that the worst was over, the 

rebellion has been quelled (2 Cor 7:6-16).  In response, and in the midst of organising 

the collection from the Macedonian churches, Paul wrote (in part or in whole) the 

letter we know as 2 Corinthians.  This letter he sent back to Corinth with Titus. 

In 2 Corinthians 1-9 Paul expresses his joy concerning the news brought by Titus.  For 

a while he had regretted having written the 'severe letter', fearing it might have done 

more harm than good.  Now he sees that it has produced genuine repentance and he is 

glad.  Now he encourages the Corinthians to complete the collection. 

With chapter 10 the tone seems to shift from joy to anger and polemic.  For this 

reason, some suggest that chapters 10-13 are the misplaced 'severe letter.'  Martin 

suggests rather that Titus was initially sent to Corinth with the letter we have 

preserved in 2 Corinthians 1-9.  Shortly afterwards Paul learnt of further trouble at 

Corinth, prompting an addendum which is now chapters 10-13.  Carson, however, 

suggests that Paul wrote (or dictated) the first nine chapters shortly after meeting up 

with Titus but at this stage the letter remained unfinished (and unsent).  The business 

of organising the collection among the Macedonian churches meant that completion of 

the letter was delayed and it was during this time that Paul heard of further problems 

at Corinth.  This fresh news promted completion of the letter with chapters 10-13.  

The chapters are different in tone because they are Paul's response to very different 

news, but all of the chapters form a single letter.   

Paul eventually arrived in person at Corinth (Acts 20:2) where, after about a year he 

wrote the letter to the Romans. 

Outline of 2 Corinthians 

The letter may be divided into the following sections: 

Introduction  1:1-11 

I   Paul justifies his conduct towards the Corinthians  1:12-7:16 

A   The question of Paul's jouneys to Corinth  1:12-2:13 

B   First defence of the apostolic ministry   2:14-7:4 

i)  The faithfulness of the apostle   2:14-3:6 

ii)  The superiority of the apostle shown from the new covenant  3:7-4:6 

iii)  The weakness and sufferings of the apostle   4:7-5:10 

iv)   The apostle as ambassador and servant of God   5:11-6:10 

v)   Double conclusion   6:11-7:4 

C   Again, Paul's jouneys   7:5-16 

II  The collection for the church at Jerusalem   8:1-9:15 

A   Recommendations for the collection and delegates   ch. 8 

B   A second recommendation   ch. 9 

III  Polemical arguments and defence   10:1-13:10 

A   Paul defends himself and his work against accusation  ch. 10 
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B   Paul's self-eulogy   11:1-12:18 

C   Final notices   12:19-13:10 

Conclusion   13:11-13 

The Collection 

The collection seems to have been a central element of Paul's missionary strategy 

embracing both Jew and Gentile.  Martin expresses it as follows, "It is generally 

admitted that the collection for the saints was more than a simple expression of 

charity.  As we look at the texts in 2 Corinthians and Romans it appears that Paul 

viewed this exercise as a powerful way of demonstrating the unity of the two wings of 

the church, both Jewish and Gentile.  His appeal as 'apostle to the non-Jews' was 

calculated to awaken in his converts a sense of gratitude for all the benefits they had 

received through Israel's hope in the messianic faith.  Conversely, Paul fervently 

believed that such a sign of the Gentile generosity (which was freely expressed and so 

gave evidence of both Gentile independence from and fellowship with Israel... would 

be interpreted as a way to cement relations – often strained – between the two cultural 

groups and win over the Jewish Christians to the full acceptance of the validity of his 

own mission (see Gal 2:7-10...).  There is an undertone of missionary strategy here as 

Paul adds in the thought that the way Gentile Christians act as proof of their new life 

in Israel's messiah will goad the Jews into envy and encourage them to seek salvation 

(Rom 11:14)... 

"His pilgrimage to Jerusalem, bearing gifts from the nations, reflects the prophetic 

picture of the last days (Isa 2:2-5; 60:5-22; Mic 4), as the rabbis believed.  Then, it 

was hoped, the obedience of the Gentiles would lead to the renewal of Israel and the 

onset of the new age of eschatological joy and blessedness.  Paul's own work as an 

apostle would be validated by this climactic result, as he headed the large retinue of 

Gentile delegates to the Holy City (Acts 20:4).  His thinking seems to oscillate 

between the expectation of Israel's conversion (Rom 11:26) and his continuing desire 

to evangelise in Rome and Spain (Rom 15:24), but clearly the two are interrelated.  

Thus Paul views the offering of the collection as both a 'salvation-historical' validation 

of his own ministry against his detractors and a means of 'eschatological provocation' 

leading to national Israel's jealosy and turning to God.  Alas, here again Paul's best 

hopes were doomed and crushed on the anvil of Israel's continued 'hardness' and 

'blindness' and his own increasing disfavour among his compatriots." 

From Acts 20:2-5 it appears that there were no Corinthians among the delegates to 

Jerusalem.  Perhaps in the end Paul's efforts to complete the collection among the 

Corinthians failed. 

Paul's Opponents  

The problems Paul addresses in 2 Corinthians seem to have arisen primarily through 

agitation by outsiders (10:13-15; 11:4; 12:11).  It would appear that a party of Jewish 

'Christians' had arrived claiming that they had the support of the genuine apostles, 

namely the Twelve (cf. Acts 15:24 which refers to a similar claim).  They: 

 Called into question Paul's authority and suggested that he was not truly an apostle; 

 Accused Paul of lacking any proper letters of introduction (10:13-14, cf. 3:1); 
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 Asserted that he had no right to allegiance from the Corinthians – perhaps claiming 

that Corinth was in Peter's bailiwick and that they were his representatives (10:15); 

 Suggested that Paul was a poor speaker and that his ministry lacked spiritual 

impact.  He was unimpressive and could only command respect at a distance 

through his letters (10:1-2, 9-11; 11:6; 13:3-4, 9); 

 Argued that his refusal to take money from the Corinthians demonstrated that he 

could not be a genuine teacher (11:5, 7-11; 12:11-15; 13:3a, 6). 

It would seem that these opponents, though Jewish (10:22), adopted the Hellenistic 

standards of rhetoric exemplified by the sophists and also adopted their practice of 

insisting on payment for their services.  Of such, Carson writes, "Sophists delighted to 

parade their accomplishments and display their oratory.  They aimed to collect a 

growing number of disciples who hung on their words and paid large sums for the 

privilege of learning at their feet.  The more accomplished the sophist, the more he 

could boast, and the greater the charge he could levy.  Sophisticated haughtiness 

became a virtue, self-admiration a strength."  The Corinthians were prone to be 

attracted and enticed away by such an approach, as we learn from 1 Corinthians (e.g. 1 

Cor 2:1-4). 

Paul's response is that these self-promoted leaders were actually preaching another 

Jesus, were animated by another spirit and were proclaiming a different gospel (11:4). 

Forced to defend himself and his ministry, Paul asserts that he has been called by 

Christ and commissioned by him to preach the gospel to the Gentiles.  The hallmark 

which demonstrates the authenticity of his ministry is not some display of human 

power but the grace of God demonstrated in the context of human weakness.  In this 

he bears the stamp of Jesus, his Lord and Master. 

Conclusion 

2 Corinthians is the most human of Paul's epistles, "opening a window into the inner 

life of the apostle…  Perhaps the central element in this letter is the close link uniting 

Paul's person and ministry with the kerygma he is charged to make known.  Apostle 

and Gospel go together in indissoluble unity, just as Christ Jesus and his apostle Paul 

are closely associated as 'Lord' and 'servant' (4:5).  They remain two distinct persons, 

however inextricably joined (4:10; 13:3…); yet given the contingent situation at 

Corinth and the reality of the conflict and isolation in Paul's missionary career, he 

writes in such a way that at times the two merge by their intimate association with the 

Gospel, which is both Christ's and Paul's."  (Martin) 
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Day 422: 2 Corinthians 1:1-7 

Verse 1 

Οαῦλξς ἀπόρςξλξς Χπιρςξῦ Ἰηρξῦ διὰ 
οελήμαςξς οεξῦ, καὶ Τιμόοεξς ὁ ἀδελφός, 
ςῇ ἐκκληρίᾳ ςξῦ οεξῦ ςῇ ξὔρῃ ἐν Κξπίνοῳ, 
ρὺν ςξῖς ἁγίξις πᾶριν ςξῖς ξὖριν ἐν ὅλῃ ςῇ 
Ἀγαΐᾳ·  

Paul stresses his apostolic authority which is 

from God.  He is not self-appointed.  By way 

of contrast, see his accusations concerning 

'false apostles' in 11:3. 

οελημα, αςξς n  will, wish, desire 

Timothy had experienced great difficulties as 

Paul's emmisary at Corinth.  The mention of 

him here could be "Paul's attempt to 

rehabilitate his colleague, who had been 

insulted and rejected as an emmisary."  Martin 

ξὔρῃ   verb, present part, f dat s  εἰμι 

"The verbal form in the phrase ςῇ ἐκκληρίᾳ 

ςξῦ οεξῦ ςῇ ξὔρῃ should be observed in the 

light of K L Schmidt's contention (TDNT 

3:506) that what is in view is the 'one great 

church' with its local manifestation or 

outcropping at Corinth.  He argues that it is a 

mistake to render 'the Corinthian church'; 

rather it is the one church of God that appears 

on the scene at Corinth."  Martin 

ὁλξς, η, ξν  whole, all, entire 

The letters of 1 & 2 Corinthians were clearly 

intended to be read in churches other than that 

at Corinth 

 
Verse 2 

γάπις ὑμῖν καὶ εἰπήνη ἀπὸ οεξῦ παςπὸς 
ἡμῶν καὶ κσπίξσ Ἰηρξῦ Χπιρςξῦ. 

γαπις, ιςξς  f    grace, unmerited  

A christianised adaption of the customary wish 

expressed in Greco-Roman culture, γαιπειν 

'greeting.'   "In Paul's hands the term γαιπειν 

becomes charged with the force of a powerful, 

performative wish-prayer which conveys the 

idea of God's favour (γαπις) to those who do 

not deserve it… and his strength to match 

human weakness (see 12:9 for this meaning of 

γαπις, 'grace')."  Martin 

εἰπηνη, ης  f    peace 

 

Verse 3 

Εὐλξγηςὸς ὁ οεὸς καὶ παςὴπ ςξῦ κσπίξσ 
ἡμῶν Ἰηρξῦ Χπιρςξῦ, ὁ παςὴπ ςῶν 
ξἰκςιπμῶν καὶ οεὸς πάρης παπακλήρετς,  

εὐλξγηςξς, η, ξν  blessed, praised 

"God is now revealed and known ... not as God 

only, but as God revealed in relation to His 

only begotten Son."  Selwyn 

ξἰκςιπμξς, ξσ  m   compassion, mercy 

'Father of mercies' is a Hebrew expression 

meaning 'merciful father'. 

παπακληρις, ετς  f   encouragement, help, 
comfort, counsel 

A key theme in these verses.  God is the source 

of all comfort/encouragement to his people. 

 
Verse 4 

ὁ παπακαλῶν ἡμᾶς ἐπὶ πάρῃ ςῇ ολίψει 
ἡμῶν, εἰς ςὸ δύναροαι ἡμᾶς παπακαλεῖν 
ςξὺς ἐν πάρῃ ολίψει διὰ ςῆς παπακλήρετς 
ἧς παπακαλξύμεοα αὐςξὶ ὑπὸ ςξῦ οεξῦ·  

παπακαλετ  exhort, encourage, urge 

ολιψις, ετς  f   trouble, suffering 

εἰς ςξ + infinitive expressing result 
 

"Paul can testify that on every occasion when 

he had been in tribulation he had been able not 

merely to endure it but to derive blessing from 

it.  Not the least of these blessings is the ability 

that such experiences have given him to extend 

to others in their hour of trouble a sympathy 

born of the divine sympathy he himself has 

been privileged to receive."  Tasker 

"Paul is glad that, in spite of the many troubles 

that have weighed upon him, he has known the 

special strength given by God (v.4).  Suffering 

for Christ's sake was ever his destiny as the 

apostle to the Gentiles (1 Thess 2:2; cf. Col 

1:24; Eph 3:13).  In Luke's narrative this 

vocation was made known to him at the 

commencement of his Christian life (cf. Acts 

9:15, 16).  Out of that continuing experience 

came Paul's sense of kinship with his churches 

which often had to endure trial in a pagan 

world.  And he joins together his vocation with 

that of his people who in passing through 

troubled times learn with him to receive divine 

encouragement and to minister that 

encouragement to others."  Martin 

 
Verse 5 

ὅςι καοτς πεπιρρεύει ςὰ παοήμαςα ςξῦ 
Χπιρςξῦ εἰς ἡμᾶς, ξὕςτς διὰ ςξῦ Χπιρςξῦ 
πεπιρρεύει καὶ ἡ παπάκληρις ἡμῶν.  

πεπιρρεστ  intrans.  increase, abound  

παοημα, ςξς  n   suffering, passion, desire 

The suffering of the Christian in the cause of 

the kingdom are the suffering of Christ, for 

they are the sufferings of his body (see Acts 

9:4,5). 

Barrett suggests that two ideas are combined in 

the phrase ςὰ παοήμαςα ςξῦ Χπιρςξῦ: 
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i) The sufferings experienced by Christ, 

which are "extended so as to reach and be 

shared by others." 

ii) The sufferings not endured by the Messiah 

but which are associated with him in the 

messianic age and form a prelude to the 

coming of the age of bliss. 

"As union with Christ was the source of the 

afflictions which Paul endured, so it was the 

source of the abundant consolation which he 

enjoyed."  Hodge 

 
Verse 6 

εἴςε δὲ ολιβόμεοα, ὑπὲπ ςῆς ὑμῶν 

παπακλήρετς καὶ ρτςηπίας· εἴςε 
παπακαλξύμεοα, ὑπὲπ ςῆς ὑμῶν 
παπακλήρετς ςῆς ἐνεπγξσμένης ἐν 
ὑπξμξνῇ ςῶν αὐςῶν παοημάςτν ὧν καὶ 
ἡμεῖς πάργξμεν.  

The difficulty of the construction leads to a 

number of textual variants in vv. 6&7.  The 

text reproduced here is 'strongly supported.' 

εἰςε  if, whether 

ολιβτ  press hard, crush;  pass  experience 
difficulty/trouble 

ρτςηπια, ας  f   salvation 

ἐνεπγξσμένης   Verb, pres midd ptc, f gen s  

ἐνεπγετ  work, be at work (in) 

'If we are encouraged, it is for your 

encouragement which (God) produces as you 

remain steadfast under the same sufferings that 

we suffer.'  Martin.   Barrett prefers to give an 

active sense to ἐνεπγξσμενης 'which is made 

effectual by your steadfastness.'  Martin 

concludes, "Either way, the meaning is 

tolerably clear, however.  When Paul 

undergoes apostolic sufferings, it is to benefit 

the churches (4:12).  When God encourages 

him in his trials, the effect is seen in the 

strength also given – but not magically nor 

mystically… –  to afflicted believers."   

ὑπξμξνη, ης  f   patience, endurance 

παοημα    see v.5 

παργτ  suffer, experience 

Harks back to verse 4. 

 
Verse 7 

καὶ ἡ ἐλπὶς ἡμῶν βεβαία ὑπὲπ ὑμῶν, 
εἰδόςες ὅςι ὡς κξιντνξί ἐρςε ςῶν 
παοημάςτν, ξὕςτς καὶ ςῆς παπακλήρετς. 

ἐλπις, ιδξς  f   hope, ground of hope 

βεβαιξς, α, ξν   reliable, firm, well founded 

'secure'  "Paul knows that God can be called on 

both to sustain the church in trouble and to 

bring it through as in 1 Cor 15:58."  Martin 

εἰδόςες   Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl  ξἰδα  
(verb perf in form but with present 

meaning)   know, understand 

κξιντνξς, ξσ  m   partner, sharer 

Paul speaks of 'the sufferings' common to 

himself and the Corinthians.  He is thus 

referring to the 'sufferings of Christ' (v.5) 

which are shared by his people. 

"We should, however, observe with O'Brian, 

Introductory Thanksgivings, 247, 248, that 

while the Corinthians share in the messianic 

woes, they do not endure precisely the same 

trial (ολιψις) that the apostle met (v 6).  In 

fact, we do not know the precise nature of the 

church's sufferings, yet they are linked with 

'Christ's afflictions.'"  Martin 

 

 

Day 423: 2 Corinthians 1:8-14 

Verse 8 

Ξὐ γὰπ οέλξμεν ὑμᾶς ἀγνξεῖν, ἀδελφξί, 
ὑπὲπ ςῆς ολίψετς ἡμῶν ςῆς γενξμένης ἐν 
ςῇ Ἀρίᾳ, ὅςι καο· ὑπεπβξλὴν ὑπὲπ δύναμιν 
ἐβαπήοημεν, ὥρςε ἐυαπξπηοῆναι ἡμᾶς καὶ 
ςξῦ ζῆν·  

ἀγνξετ  not know, be ignorant, fail to 
understand 

Cf. 8:1; 1 Cor 10:1; 12:1. 

ολιψις    see v.4 

ὑπεπβξλη, ης f   surpassing, beyond 
measure, to an extreme 

καο· ὑπεπβξλὴν 'excessively,' a favourite 

Pauline expression, cf. Rom 7:13; 1 Cor 12:31; 

2 Cor 4:17; Gal 1:13. 
 

For ὑπὲπ δύναμιν 'beyond our power' cf. 8:3 

and 1 Cor 10:13. 

ἐβαπήοημεν   Verb, aor pass indic, 1 pl  

βαπετ   burden, weigh down, overcome 

ἐυαπξπεξμαι   despair 

ζην  Verb, pres act infin  ζατ  live, be alive 

The exact nature of this life-threatening trial is 

uncertain.  The uproar at Ephesus recorded in 

Acts 19:23-41 does not seem to have placed 

his life in danger.  Neither is it likely that Paul 

would use words such as this of the anguish of 

spirit he experienced concerning the 

Corinthians.  R.A.Knox thought it some 

physical illness.   

"In the absence of any precise information a 

form of persecution due to mob-violence, 

somewhere in Asia but not necessarily at 

Ephesus is probably the best conjecture we can 

make."  Tasker.   Cf. 1 Cor 15:32.   
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Verse 9 

ἀλλὰ αὐςξὶ ἐν ἑασςξῖς ςὸ ἀπόκπιμα ςξῦ 
οανάςξσ ἐργήκαμεν, ἵνα μὴ πεπξιοόςες 
ὦμεν ἐφ· ἑασςξῖς ἀλλ· ἐπὶ ςῷ οεῷ ςῷ 
ἐγείπξνςι ςξὺς νεκπξύς·  

ἑασςξς, ἑασςη, ἑασςξν    reflexive pronoun, 

himself, herself, itself 
ἀπξκπιμα, ςξς   n   sentence (of death) 

οαναςξς, ξσ   m   death 

ἐργήκαμεν   Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl  ἐγτ 

"Paul's reference to having received the 

sentence 'in himself' suggests that a subjective 

experience was involved.  It was not so much a 

verdict pronounced by some external authority, 

but rather a perception in the heart and mind of 

the apostle himself."  Kruse 

πειοτ  persuade;  perf   trust, rely on, have 
confidence, be confident 

ὦμεν   Verb, pres subj, 1 pl  εἰμι 

ἐγειπτ    raise 

νεκπξς, α, ξν  dead 

Cf. Rom 4:17. 

 
Verse 10 

ὃς ἐκ ςηλικξύςξσ οανάςξσ ἐππύραςξ ἡμᾶς 
καὶ ῥύρεςαι, εἰς ὃν ἠλπίκαμεν [ὅςι] καὶ ἔςι 
ῥύρεςαι,  

ςηλικξσςξς, ασςη, ξσςξ   so great, so large 

Here the translation needs to be something like 

'so menacing a death.' 

οαναςξς, ξσ   m   death 

p
46

 and a few other MSS read the plural 

ςηλικξσςτν οαναςτν.  G Zuntz The Text of 

the New Testament argued that the plural is 

original and that the singular is a correction by 

scribes who considered that you cannot risk 

more than one death.  Martin argues that the 

singular reflects the fact that Paul is speaking 

here of a specific circumstance where his life 

was threatened.  Metzger suggests that the 

plural may have crept in as an attempt to 

heighten the intensity of the account. 

ἐππύραςξ   Verb, aor midd/pass dep indic, 3 s  

ῥσξμαι  save, rescue 

και ῥσρεςαι a number of later MSS read the 

present tense ῥσεςαι, presumably to 'improve' 

the flow of the text with a transition from past, 

through present, to future. 

ἠλπίκαμεν   Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl  ἐλπιζτ   
hope 

The evidence for inclusion/omission of ὁςι is 

finely balanced.  On the whole it seems best to 

include it, judging omission to be an attempt to 

ease the awkwardness of multiple particles. 

ἐςι  still, yet, moreover 
 

Verse 11 

ρσνσπξσπγξύνςτν καὶ ὑμῶν ὑπὲπ ἡμῶν ςῇ 
δεήρει, ἵνα ἐκ πξλλῶν ππξρτπτν ςὸ εἰς 
ἡμᾶς γάπιρμα διὰ πξλλῶν εὐγαπιρςηοῇ 
ὑπὲπ ἡμῶν. 

ρσνσπξσπγετ   join in and help, help 

δεηρις, ετς  f    prayer, plea 

πξλσς, πξλλη, πξλσ gen πξλλξσ, ης, ξσ  i) 
much, many   

ππξρτπξν, ξσ n   face, presence 

γαπιρμα, ςξς  n   gift (from God) 

I.e. God's gift to them of deliverance in answer 

to the prayers of many (δια πξλλτν).  "'The 

many' (ξἱ πξλλξι) suggests the majority of the 

Corinthian church who had recently declared 

their allegiance to the apostolic ministry in a 

time of testing and had dissociated themselves 

from the recalcitrant person(s) who had 

formented a rebellion against Paul (2:6; 7:12)."  

Martin 

εὐγαπιρςηοῇ   Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s  

εὐγαπιρςετ  thank, give thanks 

The sense seems to be that if many persons 

have prayed for the gift bestowed on the 

apostles by God, thanks will be given by many 

on their behalf.  Martin suggests that 'the many' 

in both instances is the same – one group not 

two.  W.G.Rutherford translates the latter part 

of the verse "that there may be a sea of 

upturned faces as a widespread thanksgiving 

goes up to God on our behalf for the gracious 

act which he has done for us." 

"In retelling this account – even with some 

tantalising obscurities – of his ordeal in Asia, 

Paul makes it plain that he was saved from the 

jaws of death by God's signal mercy and favour 

in answer to his prayer.  Yet God worked 

through the prayers of his people (v.11), and 

Paul does not forget this side of the story as 

well.  Those who prayed for him … are invited 

to share his gladness.  There is no finer 

stimulus to our prayers than when we hear from 

some friend at home or abroad that he or she is 

rejoicing in an answer to our praying on his or 

her behalf."  Martin 
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Verse 12 

Ἡ γὰπ καύγηρις ἡμῶν αὕςη ἐρςίν, ςὸ 
μαπςύπιξν ςῆς ρσνειδήρετς ἡμῶν, ὅςι ἐν 
ἁπλόςηςι καὶ εἰλικπινείᾳ ςξῦ οεξῦ, [καὶ] 
ξὐκ ἐν ρξφίᾳ ραπκικῇ ἀλλ· ἐν γάπιςι οεξῦ, 
ἀνερςπάφημεν ἐν ςῷ κόρμῳ, πεπιρρξςέπτς 
δὲ ππὸς ὑμᾶς.  

"The form of this pericope [vv 12-14] is one of 

apologia.  Paul is clearly on the defensive, and 

needs to state unambiguously that his motives 

in past dealings with the Corinthians have been 

always well-intentioned and sincere, i.e., 

without duplicity."  Martin 

κασγηρις, ετς  f   boasting, ground for 
boasting 

μαπςσπιξν, ξσ  n   testimony, witness 

ρσνειδηρις, ετς   f    conscience 

ἁπλξςης, ηςξς  f   generosity, liberality 

A number of MSS read ἁγιξςηςι which 

appears to have strong and early support (p
46

 

 A B C … etc.).  Metzger writes, "Although *א

the reading ἁγιξςηςι has strong and early 

support, a majority of the Committee favoured 

the Western and Byzantine reading ἁπλξςηςι 
because  (a) the context seems to require a 

word meaning 'simplicity' rather than 'holiness';  

(b) the word ἁπλξςης occurs a number of 

times in 2 Corinthians (8:2; 9:11,13; 11:3); and  

(c) the word ἁγιξςης is never used elsewhere 

by Paul." 

εἰλικπινεια, ας  f   sincerity 

ρξφια, ας  f   wisdom, insight, intelligence 

ραπκικξς, η, ξν  belonging to this world 

ἐν γαπιςι οεξσ  'in reliance upon the grace of 

God.'  Martin says that Paul, "renouncing all 

confidence in the ραπυ ('flesh,' Phil 3:3), relied 

on God's grace which enabled and empowered 

his ministry (1 Cor 15:10; see the contrast in 1 

Cor 2:5:  μη ... ἐν ρξφιᾳ ἀνοπτπτν ἀλλ ἐν 

δσναμει)." 

ἀνερςπάφημεν   Verb, aor pass indic, 1 pl  

ἀναρςπεφτ  pass  live, conduct oneself 

πεπιρρξςεπτς adv. (from πεπιρρξςεπξς)  all 
the more, especially 

 
Verse 13 

ξὐ γὰπ ἄλλα γπάφξμεν ὑμῖν ἀλλ· ἢ ἃ 
ἀναγιντρκεςε ἢ καὶ ἐπιγιντρκεςε, ἐλπίζτ 
δὲ ὅςι ἕτς ςέλξσς ἐπιγντρεροε,  

Note Paul's wordplay. 

ἠ  or  

ἀναγιντρκτ   read, read in public worship 

ἐπιγιντρκτ   perceive, understand 

The construction is difficult.  The NIV 

translates "For we do not write to you anything 

you cannot read or understand."  Paul's claim is 

that there are no hidden esoteric meanings in 

his letters, so "you don't have to read between 

the lines"  Moffatt.    "This suggests that Paul 

is accused of deliberate obscurity in his letter-

writing style in order to conceal his mixed 

motives."  Martin. 

ἐλπιζτ   hope, hope for, hope in, expect 

ἑτς   prep with gen  to, until, as far as 

ςελξς, ξσς  n   end, conclusion, termination 

ἐπιγντρεροε   Verb, fut midd dep indic, 2 pl  

ἐπιγιντρκτ    

ἑτς ςελξσς ἐπιγντρεροε   'you will 

understand fully' 

 
Verse 14 

καοτς καὶ ἐπέγντςε ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ μέπξσς, ὅςι 
καύγημα ὑμῶν ἐρμεν καοάπεπ καὶ ὑμεῖς 
ἡμῶν ἐν ςῇ ἡμέπᾳ ςξῦ κσπίξσ [ἡμῶν] 
Ἰηρξῦ. 

μεπξς, ξσς  n   part, piece, in part, partly 

κασγημα, ςξς  n  ground for boasting, 
object of boasting, boasting, pride 

καοαπεπ   as, just as  
 

 

Day 424: 2 Corinthians 1:15-22 

Verses 15-22 

"In 1 Cor 16:5-7 he expressed the hope of 

visiting Corinth for an extended stay after first 

travelling to Macedonia, presumably to collect 

the money raised for the Jerusalem church in 

its need.  Now he explains that that original 

plan had to be modified, and he decided – for 

reasons that are unclear to us – to pass quickly 

through Corinth en route to Macedonia.  

Thence he would return to Corinth, and he 

wanted to experience their goodwill in sending 

him on his way to Judea with the collection, 

augmented doubtless with what the Corinthian 

church had raised for this cause (1 Cor 16:1-

6)...   



Reading The Greek New Testament  Week 85:  2 Corinthians 1:1-2:5        

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/  Week 85:  Page 9 

"The church at Corinth would be revisited 

when Paul returned from Macedonia and yet 

again they would have the chance to speed him 

en route to Jerusalem.  But that arrangement 

broke down because Paul crossed over to 

Ephesus from Macedonia and refused to visit 

Corinth again since on that earlier visit he had 

been met by strong opposition and public insult 

(2:5; 7:12; 12:21).  This visit was painful to 

him (it is elaborated in 1:23-2:4), and Paul had 

no alternative – from his point of pastoral 

sensitivity – but to forego the plan of 1:15 and 

indeed to renege on his promise given in 1 Cor 

16:5-7.  Now, at a later time, in composing 2 

Cor 1-9 he is at pains to explain why he never 

kept his promise of a return visit (1:23; 2:1).  

So his revised itinerary, which he details in 

order to rebut the criticism of indecision and a 

failure to keep his first promise, centres in what 

is most at stake at Corinth: his credibility as a 

true apostle of Jesus Christ.  This feature 

explains a remarkable stylistic feature of this 

section which is Paul's heavily weighted 

theological language in vv. 18-22."  Martin 

 

Verse 15 

Καὶ ςαύςῃ ςῇ πεπξιοήρει ἐβξσλόμην 
ππόςεπξν ππὸς ὑμᾶς ἐλοεῖν, ἵνα δεσςέπαν 
γάπιν ργῆςε,  

πεπξιοηρις, ετς  f   confidence 

βξσλξμαι   want, desire, wish, intend, plan 

ππόςεπξν  adv  formerly, first of all, at first 

ἐλοεῖν   Verb, aor act infin  ἐπγξμαι 

He had planned to come first to them, then 

travel on to Macedonia, returning again 

through Corinth (see the following verse). 

δεσςεπξς, α, ξν   second 

γαπις, ιςξς  f    grace 

There are variant readings here. A minority of 

MSS read γαπαν  joy.  The better reading 

γαπιν, here has the sense of favour or 

kindness.  G.D Fee suggests that the double 

pleasure the Corinthians were to experience 

was that they would have two opportunities to 

show 'kindness' to the apostle – when they 

helped him first on his way to Macedonia, and 

then on his journey to Judea.  Most 

commentators think that the kindness or 

blessing spoken of is that which Paul will 

bestow on the Corinthians. 

ργῆςε   Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl  ἐγτ 

 

Verse 16 

καὶ δι· ὑμῶν διελοεῖν εἰς Μακεδξνίαν, καὶ 
πάλιν ἀπὸ Μακεδξνίας ἐλοεῖν ππὸς ὑμᾶς 
καὶ ὑφ· ὑμῶν ππξπεμφοῆναι εἰς ςὴν 
Ἰξσδαίαν.  

διεπγξμαι   pass through, go through, go 

παλιν   again, once more 

ἐλοεῖν   Verb, aor act infin  ἐπγξμαι 

ππξπεμφοῆναι   Verb, aor pass infin  

ππξπεμπτ   send on one's way, help on 
one's way 

Maybe includes the idea of having an escort 

from Corinth.  "But the party that sets out from 

Greece did not include Corinthian Christians 

according to Acts 20:2-4.  The probable reason 

for this was that the disaffection at Corinth was 

by no means settled."  Martin 

 
Verse 17 

ςξῦςξ ξὖν βξσλόμενξς μήςι ἄπα ςῇ 
ἐλαφπίᾳ ἐγπηράμην; ἢ ἃ βξσλεύξμαι καςὰ 
ράπκα βξσλεύξμαι, ἵνα ᾖ παπ· ἐμξὶ ςὸ Ναὶ 
ναὶ καὶ ςὸ Ξὒ ξὔ;  

μηςι  Negative particle, used in questions to 

indicate expectation of a negative answer 

ἐλαφπια, ας  f   vacillation 

γπαξμαι   use, make use of 

ςῃ ἐ. γπτμαι  be fickle.  The definite article 

suggeste 'the fickleness (with which you charge 

me).' 

ραπυ, ραπκξς f     flesh, human nature 

I.e. without the direction of the Holy Spirit. 

ᾖ   Verb, pres subj, 3s  εἰμι 

παπα  preposition with dat  with, in the 
presence of 

ἐμξὶ   Pronoun, dat s  ἐγτ 

ναι   yes, yes indeed, certainly 

'that there should be on my part, 'Yes, yes' and 

'No, no.'' 

 
Verse 18 

πιρςὸς δὲ ὁ οεὸς ὅςι ὁ λόγξς ἡμῶν ὁ ππὸς 
ὑμᾶς ξὐκ ἔρςιν Ναὶ καὶ Ξὔ.  

πιρςξς, η, ξν  faithful, trustworthy, reliable 

Cf. Deut 7:9.  "This sentence constitutes an 

assertion under oath by Paul that his word to 

them was consistent with his firm intentions...  

Paul uses oaths quite often in his letters (cf. 

Rom 1:9, Gal 1:20; 2 Cor 1:23;11:10, 31; Phil 

1:8; 1 Thess 2:5,10) when he wants to defend 

or lay heavy stress upon the truth of his 

assertions.  This suggests that in the early 

church, Christ's words against swearing in 

Matthew 5:33-37 were understood as a 

criticism of the improper use of oaths, rather 

than their prohibition."  Kruse 
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Verse 19 

ὁ ςξῦ οεξῦ γὰπ σἱὸς Ἰηρξῦς Χπιρςὸς ὁ ἐν 
ὑμῖν δι· ἡμῶν κηπσγοείς, δι· ἐμξῦ καὶ 
Σιλξσανξῦ καὶ Τιμξοέξσ, ξὐκ ἐγένεςξ Ναὶ 
καὶ Ξὔ, ἀλλὰ Ναὶ ἐν αὐςῷ γέγξνεν.  

"Paul moves on to ground his proclamation as 

sincere and free from making 'airy promises' 

(Hering) on the person of his Lord who is the 

great affirmation of God's truth and promises 

(v.20)."  Martin 

κηπσγοείς   Verb, apr pass ptc, m nom s  

κηπσρρτ  preach, proclaim 

γέγξνεν   Verb, perf act indic, 3s  γινξμαι 

'The 'Yes' has always been a reality in him.' 

 
Verse 20 

ὅραι γὰπ ἐπαγγελίαι οεξῦ, ἐν αὐςῷ ςὸ 
Ναί· διὸ καὶ δι· αὐςξῦ ςὸ Ἀμὴν ςῷ οεῷ 
ππὸς δόυαν δι· ἡμῶν.  

ὁρξς, η, ξν  correlative pronoun,  as much 

as, how much, how far,  ὁρξς ἀν,  ὁρξς 
ἐαν  whoever;  pl.  as many as, all 

ἐπαγγελια, ας  f   promise 

"The Old Testament contains many promises 

of God concerning the messianic age.  Not one 

of these will fail to find its fulfilment in 

Christ."  Kruse 

διξ  therefore, for this reason 

δξυα, ης  f    glory 

"The Greek underlying this sentence [latter half 

of the verse] is difficult to translate...  it is 

stressed that it is the same Christ in whom the 

Yes to the promises of God is found who is 

also the one 'through whom is the Amen to 

God'.  The thrust ... appears to be that the 

'Amen' is uttered both by Christ and by us, to 

the glory of God."  Kruse 

Hill suggests 'therefore it is also through him 

that the Amen goes to God at the doxa 

(doxology) (which is offered) through us."  The 

context is that of the church at worship.  Or 

Thusing "Christ speaks the Amen in our 

response, and our response is Christ's speaking 

the promise of God." 

 
Verse 21 

ὁ δὲ βεβαιῶν ἡμᾶς ρὺν ὑμῖν εἰς Χπιρςὸν 
καὶ γπίρας ἡμᾶς οεός,  

βεβαιξτ   confirm, verify, strengthen 

Cf. 1 Cor 1:6,8.  "The verb denotes the 

initiation of believers in the Christian life and 

experience, brought about by the preacher's 

witness and including the believer's becoming 

incorporated into the divine possession 

(πεπιπξιηρις; cf. Eph 1:14)."  Martin 

γπιτ   anoint 

Speaks of the God's commissioning of Paul and 

his colleagues – anointing them with the Spirit 

for the work of the gospel. 

 
Verse 22 

ὁ καὶ ρφπαγιράμενξς ἡμᾶς καὶ δξὺς ςὸν 
ἀππαβῶνα ςξῦ πνεύμαςξς ἐν ςαῖς καπδίαις 
ἡμῶν. 

ρφπαγιζτ   seal, secure with a seal 

"The verb ... ρφπαγιζτ  is used in commercial 

documents found among the papyri of the 

sealing of letters and sacks"  Kruse.    Here it 

means that the Spirit is the identifying mark of 

the Christian, it marks him out as belonging to 

God.  Cf. Eph 1:14. 

δξὺς   Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s  διδτμι 

ἀππαβτν, τνξς  m   pledge, guarantee (of 

what is to come) 

 

 

Day 425: 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:5  

The background to the verses that follow 

would seem to be a painful visit that Paul had 

made to Corinth at which he had been opposed 

by a particular individual and his authority 

questioned.  Kruse suggests that this personal 

attack upon Paul was by none other than the 

immoral person concerning whom Paul wrote 

in 1 Cor. 5:1 (so also Hughes).  The painful 

visit would have been to ensure that the 

required disciplinary action was taken.  

Instead, the person needing discipline 

arrogantly opposed Paul and questioned his 

authority.  The church at Corinth seems to  

have failed to rally in support of Paul.  Paul 

then wrote them a 'severe letter' which had the 

desired effect of bringing about the required 

discipline and resultant repentance and 

reconciliation between Paul and the 

Corinthians.   

Martin follows the suggestion of Barrett who 

argued that the person in question was an 

outsider who had come into Corinth and was 

seeking to influence the church against Paul.  

Whatever the case, it is clear that the church as 

a whole was now on Paul's side. 

 

Verse 23 

Ἐγτ δὲ μάπςσπα ςὸν οεὸν ἐπικαλξῦμαι 
ἐπὶ ςὴν ἐμὴν ψσγήν, ὅςι φειδόμενξς ὑμῶν 
ξὐκέςι ἦλοξν εἰς Κόπινοξν.  

μάπςσπα   Noun, acc s  μαπςσς, μαπςσπξς 
m   witness 

ἐπικαλετ   call, name;  midd  call upon 
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'I call upon God as a witness' cf. Rom 1:9; Phil 

1:8; 1 Thess 2:5,10. 

ἐμξς, η, ξν  1st pers possessive adj  my, 
mine 

ψσγη, ης  f   self, inmost being, life, 'soul' 

φειδξμαι   spare, refrain from 

ξὐκεςι  adv   no longer, no more, not yet 

Here, 'not again' 

ἦλοξν   Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3 pl  ἐπγξμαι 

cf 13:1-4, 10.  "It would seem that they were 

spared from some sort of disciplinary action 

which the apostle would have felt compelled to 

take."  Kruse 

 

Verse 24 

ξὐγ ὅςι κσπιεύξμεν ὑμῶν ςῆς πίρςετς, 
ἀλλὰ ρσνεπγξί ἐρμεν ςῆς γαπᾶς ὑμῶν, ςῇ 
γὰπ πίρςει ἑρςήκαςε.  

ξὐγ ὅςι offers the rationale underlying verse 

23. 

κσπιεστ   have power over, rule over 

ρσνεπγξς, ξσ  m   fellow-worker 

"the purpose of the Christian minister [is] to 

work alongside people to increase their joy."  

Kruse 

πίρςει   Noun, dat s  πιρςις 

ἑρςήκαςε   Verb, perf act indic, 2 pl  ἱρςημι 
stand, stand firm 

"May mean here their loyalty to Paul's 

apostolic Gospel as in 1 Thess 3:8; 1 Cor 

16:13."  Martin 

 
Verse 1 

ἔκπινα γὰπ ἐμασςῷ ςξῦςξ, ςὸ μὴ πάλιν ἐν 
λύπῃ ππὸς ὑμᾶς ἐλοεῖν·  

γαπ is read by p
46

 B and a number of other 

MSS.  δε is read by the majority of MSS 

including א A C etc.  Metzger writes, 

"Although γαπ has rather limited support, a 

majority of the Committee preferred it to δε, 

because 2:1 is neither a mere addition nor a 

contrasting statement to the preceding, but 

supplies the reason for Paul's delay in visiting 

the Corinthians."  Barrett links v.1 back to v.23 

of Ch 1, treating v.24 as parenthetic.  Martin 

(see below) objects to seeing v.24 as a 

parenthesis. 

ἐμασςξσ, ης  reflexive pronoun (not used in 

nom)   myself 

παλιν   again, once more 

λσπη, ης  f   grief, sorrow, pain 

ἐλοεῖν   Verb, aor act infin  ἐπγξμαι 

A further visit at that time would have caused 

grief to both them and him. 

 

Verse 2 

εἰ γὰπ ἐγτ λσπῶ ὑμᾶς, καὶ ςίς ὁ 
εὐφπαίντν με εἰ μὴ ὁ λσπξύμενξς ἐυ ἐμξῦ;  

Hering suggests placing the question mark after 

με and taking εἰ μη as a strong denial, 

'certainly not the person who is made sorrowful 

on my account.' 

λσπετ  pain, grieve;  pass  be sad, 
sorrowful, grieve 

Refers to the letter of 2:4 and its impact, cf. 

7:8. 

εὐφπαιντ  make glad, cheer up 

The singulars  ὁ εὐφπαιντν  and  ὁ 

λσπξσμενξς  some see as referring to the 

Corinthians collectively.  Kruse (contra 

Martin) favours the view that they refer to the 

individual who had needed discipline.  "There 

can be no more joy in his relationship with the 

Corinthians until the offender has been brought 

to repentance and restored to fellowship.  Then 

the one whom Paul had pained will make him 

glad."  

 
Verse 3 

καὶ ἔγπαψα ςξῦςξ αὐςὸ ἵνα μὴ ἐλοτν 
λύπην ργῶ ἀφ· ὧν ἔδει με γαίπειν, 
πεπξιοτς ἐπὶ πάνςας ὑμᾶς ὅςι ἡ ἐμὴ γαπὰ 
πάνςτν ὑμῶν ἐρςιν.  

ςξσςξ αὐςξ 'I wrote like this,' or 'I wrote for 

this reason.'  Barrett thinks 'I wrote to just this 

effect.' 

ργῶ   Verb, fut act indic, 1 s  ἐγτ 

ἔδει   Verb, imperf indic, 3 s   δει  impersonal 

verb  it is necessary, should, ought 

γαιπτ  rejoice, be glad  

Paul looks forward to a future joyful visit 

(12:14; 13:1). 

πεπξιοτς   Verb, perf act ptc, m nom s  

πειοτ  persuade; perf act & pass  trust, 
have confidence, be confident 

ἐμξς   see 1:23 
 
Verse 4 

ἐκ γὰπ πξλλῆς ολίψετς καὶ ρσνξγῆς 
καπδίας ἔγπαψα ὑμῖν διὰ πξλλῶν 
δακπύτν, ξὐγ ἵνα λσπηοῆςε ἀλλὰ ςὴν 
ἀγάπην ἵνα γνῶςε ἣν ἔγτ πεπιρρξςέπτς 
εἰς ὑμᾶς. 

ολιψις, ετς  f   trouble, suffering 

ρσνξγη, ης  f   distress, anxiety 

δακπσξν, ξσ  n   tear  (as in weeping) 

λσπηοῆςε   Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl  λσπετ  
pain, grieve 

γνῶςε   Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl  γιντρκτ 

πεπιρρξςεπτς adv. (from πεπιρρξςεπξς)  all 
the more, to a greater degree 
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"It is unclear whether [πεπιρρξςεπτς] goes 

with the verb 'to have love' and so qualifies the 

extent of Paul's love ... or with εἰς ὑμας, 

'especially for you' (Barrett)."  Martin 
 

"The 'tearful' letter must have contained some 

sort of rebuke to the Corinthians (cf. 7:8-9), 

but Paul assures them here that his intention 

was not to cause them pain but to let them 

know his love for them.  He shows this, not by 

glossing over a bad situation but by 

confronting it and demanding (again) that the 

Corinthians take action.  It takes real love to 

confront a difficult situation rather than side-

stepping it."  Kruse 

 

Verse 5 

Εἰ δέ ςις λελύπηκεν, ξὐκ ἐμὲ λελύπηκεν, 
ἀλλὰ ἀπὸ μέπξσς, ἵνα μὴ ἐπιβαπῶ, πάνςας 
ὑμᾶς.  

λσπετ  pain, grieve, injure  

ἐμὲ   Pronoun, acc s  ἐγτ 

The sense is 'not me alone.' 

μεπξς, ξσς  n   part, piece, in part, partly 

ἐπιβαπετ   be a burden;  ἱνα μη ἐπιβαπτ   
in order not to be to hard on you   or   in 
order not to exaggerate 

"Paul is at pains to stress that the wrong done 

has affected the Corinthians as well as 

himself."  Kruse 


