Reading The Greek New Testament Week 85: 2 Corinthians 1:1-2:5

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 85 — 2 Corinthians 1:1-2:5

Day 421: Introduction to 2 Corinthians

Circumstances of Paul's writing '2 Corinthians'

On the geographical and social circumstances of Corinth and on Paul's ministry
among the Corinthians, see the Introduction to 1 Corinthains (Week 72). In that
introduction we included an outline of the history of Paul's relationship with Corinth.
Here we pick up and expand that summary at the point where Paul had sent to Corinth
the letter we now know as 1 Corinthians®.

When Paul sent off the letter we know as 1 Corinthians, he expected to follow it with
a personal visit and to be able to remain a while at Corinth (1 Cor 16:5-8). In the
meantime he sent Timothy (1 Cor 4:17; 16:10). Shortly after Timothy's departure,
Paul seems to have changed his plans. He now proposed to visit the Corinthians
twice, once on his way to Macedonia and a second time on his return, before sailing
on to Judea (2 Cor 1:15,16), along with delegates from the churches taking gifts to the
Christians at Jerusalem.

However, when Timothy arrived in Corinth he found that a particular ringleader had
launched a personal attack on Paul (2 Cor 2:5-11; 7:8-13). Timothy was unable to
resolve the problem and returned to Ephesus to inform Paul of the situation. In
response, Paul made a brief and 'painful’ visit to Corinth (2 Cor 2:1). The opposition
to Paul seems to have centred upon one or two leaders whom the Corinthians tacitly
supported or at least refused to disown. "Moreover, the church had been infiltrated by
Judaisers from Judea, men who were adamantly opposed to the gospel Paul preached
and who ridiculed his apostleship (2 Cor 2:5-8; 7-12)" (Carson). The work of the
gospel was in jeopardy at Corinth.

Paul left, and rather than making the previously planned double visit to Corinth he
returned to Ephesus from where he wrote a severe yet tearful letter. This further
change of plan left him open to the charge of being fickle (2 Cor 1:16-2:4). The
'severe letter' was sent to Corinth in the hands of Titus (2 Cor 2:4; 7:8). This letter has
been lost (though some think that it is (partially) preserved in 2 Corinthians 10-13). In
this letter, Paul demanded the punishment of the ringleader(s) who had opposed him
(2 Cor 2:3-9; 7:8-12).

Titus seems also to have been charged with the task of organising the collection for
the Christians in Jerusalem (2 Cor 8:6). The longstanding plan for the collection had
been postponed partly, perhaps, because of the Corinthian's antipathy towards Paul but
perhaps also (suggests Carson) because "the interlopers from Judea were demanding
financial support (11:7,12-20;12:14) and were siphoning off funds that should have
gone to Jerusalem.” The fact that Paul instructed Titus to commence the collection
suggests that he was optimistic that his letter would receive a positive response.

! On the history leading up to the writing of 2 Corinthians, chapter 1 of Carson's book (cited below) is

particularly helpful.
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Shortly afterwards, Paul faced severe problems at Ephesus which compelled him to
leave the city (see Acts 19 and 2 Cor 1:8,9). Paul had hoped to meet Titus at Troas
but, being unable to find him, continued on to Macedonia (perhaps Philippi) to
intercept him (2 Cor 2:12f.). There Titus informed Paul that the worst was over, the
rebellion has been quelled (2 Cor 7:6-16). In response, and in the midst of organising
the collection from the Macedonian churches, Paul wrote (in part or in whole) the
letter we know as 2 Corinthians. This letter he sent back to Corinth with Titus.

In 2 Corinthians 1-9 Paul expresses his joy concerning the news brought by Titus. For
a while he had regretted having written the 'severe letter', fearing it might have done
more harm than good. Now he sees that it has produced genuine repentance and he is
glad. Now he encourages the Corinthians to complete the collection.

With chapter 10 the tone seems to shift from joy to anger and polemic. For this
reason, some suggest that chapters 10-13 are the misplaced 'severe letter." Martin
suggests rather that Titus was initially sent to Corinth with the letter we have
preserved in 2 Corinthians 1-9. Shortly afterwards Paul learnt of further trouble at
Corinth, prompting an addendum which is now chapters 10-13. Carson, however,
suggests that Paul wrote (or dictated) the first nine chapters shortly after meeting up
with Titus but at this stage the letter remained unfinished (and unsent). The business
of organising the collection among the Macedonian churches meant that completion of
the letter was delayed and it was during this time that Paul heard of further problems
at Corinth. This fresh news promted completion of the letter with chapters 10-13.
The chapters are different in tone because they are Paul's response to very different
news, but all of the chapters form a single letter.

Paul eventually arrived in person at Corinth (Acts 20:2) where, after about a year he
wrote the letter to the Romans.

Outline of 2 Corinthians

The letter may be divided into the following sections:

Introduction 1:1-11
I Paul justifies his conduct towards the Corinthians 1:12-7:16
A The question of Paul's jouneys to Corinth 1:12-2:13
B First defence of the apostolic ministry 2:14-7:4
1) The faithfulness of the apostle 2:14-3:6
i) The superiority of the apostle shown from the new covenant 3:7-4:6
iii) The weakness and sufferings of the apostle 4:7-5:10
iv) The apostle as ambassador and servant of God 5:11-6:10
v) Double conclusion 6:11-7:4
C Aagain, Paul's jouneys 7:5-16
Il The collection for the church at Jerusalem 8:1-9:15
A Recommendations for the collection and delegates ch. 8
B A second recommendation ch. 9
1l Polemical arguments and defence 10:1-13:10
A Paul defends himself and his work against accusation ch. 10
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B Paul's self-eulogy 11:1-12:18
C Final notices 12:19-13:10
Conclusion 13:11-13

The Collection

The collection seems to have been a central element of Paul's missionary strategy
embracing both Jew and Gentile. Martin expresses it as follows, "It is generally
admitted that the collection for the saints was more than a simple expression of
charity. As we look at the texts in 2 Corinthians and Romans it appears that Paul
viewed this exercise as a powerful way of demonstrating the unity of the two wings of
the church, both Jewish and Gentile. His appeal as 'apostle to the non-Jews' was
calculated to awaken in his converts a sense of gratitude for all the benefits they had
received through Israel's hope in the messianic faith. Conversely, Paul fervently
believed that such a sign of the Gentile generosity (which was freely expressed and so
gave evidence of both Gentile independence from and fellowship with Israel... would
be interpreted as a way to cement relations — often strained — between the two cultural
groups and win over the Jewish Christians to the full acceptance of the validity of his
own mission (see Gal 2:7-10...). There is an undertone of missionary strategy here as
Paul adds in the thought that the way Gentile Christians act as proof of their new life
in Israel's messiah will goad the Jews into envy and encourage them to seek salvation
(Rom 11:14)...

"His pilgrimage to Jerusalem, bearing gifts from the nations, reflects the prophetic
picture of the last days (Isa 2:2-5; 60:5-22; Mic 4), as the rabbis believed. Then, it
was hoped, the obedience of the Gentiles would lead to the renewal of Israel and the
onset of the new age of eschatological joy and blessedness. Paul's own work as an
apostle would be validated by this climactic result, as he headed the large retinue of
Gentile delegates to the Holy City (Acts 20:4). His thinking seems to oscillate
between the expectation of Israel's conversion (Rom 11:26) and his continuing desire
to evangelise in Rome and Spain (Rom 15:24), but clearly the two are interrelated.
Thus Paul views the offering of the collection as both a 'salvation-historical’ validation
of his own ministry against his detractors and a means of ‘eschatological provocation'
leading to national Israel's jealosy and turning to God. Alas, here again Paul's best
hopes were doomed and crushed on the anvil of Israel's continued 'hardness’ and
‘blindness' and his own increasing disfavour among his compatriots.”

From Acts 20:2-5 it appears that there were no Corinthians among the delegates to
Jerusalem. Perhaps in the end Paul's efforts to complete the collection among the
Corinthians failed.

Paul's Opponents

The problems Paul addresses in 2 Corinthians seem to have arisen primarily through
agitation by outsiders (10:13-15; 11:4; 12:11). It would appear that a party of Jewish
‘Christians' had arrived claiming that they had the support of the genuine apostles,
namely the Twelve (cf. Acts 15:24 which refers to a similar claim). They:

e Called into question Paul's authority and suggested that he was not truly an apostle;
e Accused Paul of lacking any proper letters of introduction (10:13-14, cf. 3:1);
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e Asserted that he had no right to allegiance from the Corinthians — perhaps claiming
that Corinth was in Peter's bailiwick and that they were his representatives (10:15);

e Suggested that Paul was a poor speaker and that his ministry lacked spiritual
impact. He was unimpressive and could only command respect at a distance
through his letters (10:1-2, 9-11; 11:6; 13:3-4, 9);

e Argued that his refusal to take money from the Corinthians demonstrated that he
could not be a genuine teacher (11:5, 7-11; 12:11-15; 13:3a, 6).

It would seem that these opponents, though Jewish (10:22), adopted the Hellenistic
standards of rhetoric exemplified by the sophists and also adopted their practice of
insisting on payment for their services. Of such, Carson writes, "Sophists delighted to
parade their accomplishments and display their oratory. They aimed to collect a
growing number of disciples who hung on their words and paid large sums for the
privilege of learning at their feet. The more accomplished the sophist, the more he
could boast, and the greater the charge he could levy. Sophisticated haughtiness
became a virtue, self-admiration a strength.” The Corinthians were prone to be
attracted and enticed away by such an approach, as we learn from 1 Corinthians (e.g. 1
Cor 2:1-4).

Paul's response is that these self-promoted leaders were actually preaching another
Jesus, were animated by another spirit and were proclaiming a different gospel (11:4).

Forced to defend himself and his ministry, Paul asserts that he has been called by
Christ and commissioned by him to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. The hallmark
which demonstrates the authenticity of his ministry is not some display of human
power but the grace of God demonstrated in the context of human weakness. In this
he bears the stamp of Jesus, his Lord and Master.

Conclusion

2 Corinthians is the most human of Paul's epistles, "opening a window into the inner
life of the apostle... Perhaps the central element in this letter is the close link uniting
Paul's person and ministry with the kerygma he is charged to make known. Apostle
and Gospel go together in indissoluble unity, just as Christ Jesus and his apostle Paul
are closely associated as 'Lord' and 'servant' (4:5). They remain two distinct persons,
however inextricably joined (4:10; 13:3...); yet given the contingent situation at
Corinth and the reality of the conflict and isolation in Paul's missionary career, he
writes in such a way that at times the two merge by their intimate association with the
Gospel, which is both Christ's and Paul's.” (Martin)
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Day 422: 2 Corinthians 1:1-7

Verse 1

IMadrog dmoéotohog Xprotol ‘Incod dud
Oedrjuatog 00D, kol Tupo0eog 6 adehpdc,
i ékkAnoia 100 Beod 1fj ovon év Kopivbw,
ovv 1ol dylolg ol Tolg odowv &v 8hn T
Ayotar

Paul stresses his apostolic authority which is
from God. He is not self-appointed. By way
of contrast, see his accusations concerning
‘false apostles' in 11:3.

Belnua, atog n will, wish, desire

Timothy had experienced great difficulties as
Paul's emmisary at Corinth. The mention of
him here could be "Paul's attempt to
rehabilitate his colleague, who had been
insulted and rejected as an emmisary.” Martin

olon verb, present part, f dat s eiu

"The verbal form in the phrase tfj ékkAnoiq
10D 0g0D 1fj oton should be observed in the
light of K L Schmidt's contention (TDNT
3:506) that what is in view is the 'one great
church' with its local manifestation or
outcropping at Corinth. He argues that it is a
mistake to render 'the Corinthian church’;
rather it is the one church of God that appears
on the scene at Corinth." Martin

o\og, m, ov whole, all, entire

The letters of 1 & 2 Corinthians were clearly
intended to be read in churches other than that
at Corinth

Verse 2

YAELS VULV kol lprivn dmd Beod ToTPog
NUOV kal kvptov ‘Incod Xprotod.

xaplg, Ltog f  grace, unmerited

A christianised adaption of the customary wish
expressed in Greco-Roman culture, yaiperv
‘greeting.” "In Paul's hands the term youpevv
becomes charged with the force of a powerful,
performative wish-prayer which conveys the
idea of God's favour (yaptc) to those who do
not deserve it... and his strength to match
human weakness (see 12:9 for this meaning of
¥apLs, ‘grace’).” Martin

etonvn, ng f peace

Verse 3

Evhoyntog 6 0edg kai matp tod kvpiov
Nudv "Incod Xprotod, 6 matnp TV
olkTLEUOV kol 0e0g mdong mapakijoewg,

gvhoyntog, 1, ov blessed, praised

"God is now revealed and known ... not as God
only, but as God revealed in relation to His
only begotten Son." Selwyn

olkTLoHog, OV M compassion, mercy

'Father of mercies' is a Hebrew expression
meaning 'merciful father'.

Topakinols, ewg T encouragement, help,
comfort, counsel

A key theme in these verses. God is the source
of all comfort/encouragement to his people.

Verse 4

O mapokoldV udg ¢t mwdon Ti OMPEL
NUOV, eig 1O duvaobal Mubs Tapakalelv
TOVGg &V mmaor OAPeL dudt Tig mapakhioewg
g mopakolovueda ovtol Hd Tod Oeod-

Topakolew exhort, encourage, urge
Oag, ewg f trouble, suffering

|£’Lg to + infinitive expressing result

"Paul can testify that on every occasion when
he had been in tribulation he had been able not
merely to endure it but to derive blessing from
it. Not the least of these blessings is the ability
that such experiences have given him to extend
to others in their hour of trouble a sympathy
born of the divine sympathy he himself has
been privileged to receive." Tasker

"Paul is glad that, in spite of the many troubles
that have weighed upon him, he has known the
special strength given by God (v.4). Suffering
for Christ's sake was ever his destiny as the
apostle to the Gentiles (1 Thess 2:2; cf. Col
1:24; Eph 3:13). In Luke's narrative this
vocation was made known to him at the
commencement of his Christian life (cf. Acts
9:15, 16). Out of that continuing experience
came Paul's sense of kinship with his churches
which often had to endure trial in a pagan
world. And he joins together his vocation with
that of his people who in passing through
troubled times learn with him to receive divine
encouragement and to minister that
encouragement to others." Martin

Verse 5

0Tl kaBwe mepLooevel TO mabjuoto Tod
Xprotod eig fubg, ovtwg dud Tod XpLotod
TEPLOOEVEL KOl 1] TTOPAKANOLS TUDV.

TEPLOOEVW intrans. increase, abound
moOnua, Tog n suffering, passion, desire

The suffering of the Christian in the cause of
the kingdom are the suffering of Christ, for
they are the sufferings of his body (see Acts
9:4,5).

Barrett suggests that two ideas are combined in
the phrase t¢ robOquata 100 Xprotod:
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i) The sufferings experienced by Christ,
which are "extended so as to reach and be
shared by others."

ii) The sufferings not endured by the Messiah
but which are associated with him in the
messianic age and form a prelude to the
coming of the age of bliss.

"As union with Christ was the source of the

afflictions which Paul endured, so it was the

source of the abundant consolation which he
enjoyed." Hodge

Verse 6

glte 8¢ OMPOUEda, Viep Tiig VUdV
TOPAKATOEWS kol owTtnplog: elte
mopakahovueda, VEp ThHe YUdV
mopakAtoswe Thg évepyovuévng &v
VITOUOVH TOV aVTOV ToONUATOV OV Kal
Nuele mdoyoueyv.

The difficulty of the construction leads to a
number of textual variants in vv. 6&7. The
text reproduced here is 'strongly supported.'

eite if, whether

OMPw press hard, crush; pass experience
difficulty/trouble

owtnpuo, ag f salvation

évepyovuévng Verb, pres midd ptc, f gen s
évepyew work, be at work (in)

'If we are encouraged, it is for your
encouragement which (God) produces as you
remain steadfast under the same sufferings that
we suffer.' Martin. Barrett prefers to give an
active sense to évepyovuevng 'which is made
effectual by your steadfastness." Martin
concludes, "Either way, the meaning is
tolerably clear, however. When Paul
undergoes apostolic sufferings, it is to benefit
the churches (4:12). When God encourages
him in his trials, the effect is seen in the
strength also given — but not magically nor
mystically... — to afflicted believers."

vmouovn, ng f patience, endurance
moadnuo  see v.5
naoyw suffer, experience

Harks back to verse 4.

Verse 7

Kal 1 EATTig udv Befaio Vep Hudv,
£l00TEg OTL g KOLVWVOL £0TE TOV
modnudtwy, oltwe kal Thg TaPaKAoEWS.

g\, wog f hope, ground of hope
Pepoarog, a, ov reliable, firm, well founded

'secure’ "Paul knows that God can be called on
both to sustain the church in trouble and to
bring it through as in 1 Cor 15:58." Martin

elddteg  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl oida
(verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

KOLVwVvog, ov m  partner, sharer

Paul speaks of 'the sufferings' common to
himself and the Corinthians. He is thus
referring to the 'sufferings of Christ' (v.5)
which are shared by his people.

"We should, however, observe with O'Brian,
Introductory Thanksgivings, 247, 248, that
while the Corinthians share in the messianic
woes, they do not endure precisely the same
trial (OALYLC) that the apostle met (v 6). In
fact, we do not know the precise nature of the
church's sufferings, yet they are linked with
‘Christ's afflictions." Martin

Day 423: 2 Corinthians 1:8-14

Verse 8

OV yap 0éhouev vudc dyvoelv, ddehgol,
vmep tfic OMPewg MUdV Tiig yevoudvng év
i Aoig, Ot kaBe vrepfoiv VIEP dVvauLy
£RapnOnuev, Mote eEomopnOfivor Hudc Kol
tob Chv:

dyvoew not know, be ignorant, fail to
understand

|Cf. 8:1; 1 Cor 10:1; 12:1.

oA see v.4
vmepPfoin, ng f surpassing, beyond
measure, to an extreme

kaOe vitepPfolnv ‘excessively,' a favourite
Pauline expression, cf. Rom 7:13; 1 Cor 12:31;
2 Cor 4:17; Gal 1:13.

For vmeép dvvauwy 'beyond our power' cf. 8:3
and 1 Cor 10:13.

£papnOnuev  Verb, aor pass indic, 1 pl
Bapew burden, weigh down, overcome

gEamopeopal - despair

Tnv Verb, pres act infin Cow live, be alive

The exact nature of this life-threatening trial is
uncertain. The uproar at Ephesus recorded in
Acts 19:23-41 does not seem to have placed
his life in danger. Neither is it likely that Paul
would use words such as this of the anguish of
spirit he experienced concerning the
Corinthians. R.A.Knox thought it some
physical illness.

"In the absence of any precise information a
form of persecution due to mob-violence,
somewhere in Asia but not necessarily at
Ephesus is probably the best conjecture we can
make." Tasker. Cf.1 Cor 15:32.
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Verse 9

AMG avTol v €autolg 1O dmdkplua Tod
Bavatov Eoynfkauey, tva un emolfdteg
Auev @ fovtotg dAke &l 1@ Oed T
gyelpovTL ToUg vekpovg:

Verse 11

gqutog, €autn, éavtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

dmokpLua, Tog N sentence (of death)

OBavatog, ov m death

goynkouev  Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl éxw

GUVUITOUPYOUVTMWY KOl DDV VITED HUDV Th
denoeL, Tva €k TOADY TPOoWITWV TO Elg
NUAE xapLopa ALl TOAADV ey aELoTnOf
VITEP UV,

"Paul's reference to having received the
sentence 'in himself' suggests that a subjective
experience was involved. It was not so much a
verdict pronounced by some external authority,
but rather a perception in the heart and mind of
the apostle himself." Kruse

ovvurtovpyew join in and help, help

oenoig, ewg f  prayer, plea

oAV, TOAAY, TTOAV gen Tolhov, Mg, ov i)
much, many

mpoowrov, ov n face, presence

xopwoua, Tog n  gift (from God)

melBw persuade; perf trust, rely on, have
confidence, be confident

ouev  Verb, pres subj, 1 pl eiut

gyelow  raise

vekpog, o, ov dead

l.e. God's gift to them of deliverance in answer
to the prayers of many (dta tohAwv). "The
many' (oi ;tohhot) suggests the majority of the
Corinthian church who had recently declared
their allegiance to the apostolic ministry in a
time of testing and had dissociated themselves
from the recalcitrant person(s) who had
formented a rebellion against Paul (2:6; 7:12)."
Martin

Cf. Rom 4:17.

gvyopLotndfi  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s
gvyapLotew thank, give thanks

Verse 10

0¢ ¢k TnhkovTov Bavdtov £pPvoaTo NUAS
Kal puoetat, el Ov QAtikouey [6T1] kol 1L
pvoetal,

TNALKOVTOC, VTN, OVTO SO great, so large

Here the translation needs to be something like
'so menacing a death.'

Bavatog, ov m death

p*® and a few other MSS read the plural
TMAkovtwv Bavatwy. G Zuntz The Text of
the New Testament argued that the plural is
original and that the singular is a correction by
scribes who considered that you cannot risk
more than one death. Martin argues that the
singular reflects the fact that Paul is speaking
here of a specific circumstance where his life
was threatened. Metzger suggests that the
plural may have crept in as an attempt to
heighten the intensity of the account.

g¢opvooto Verb, aor midd/pass dep indic, 3 s
ouvouol save, rescue

The sense seems to be that if many persons
have prayed for the gift bestowed on the
apostles by God, thanks will be given by many
on their behalf. Martin suggests that ‘the many’
in both instances is the same — one group not
two. W.G.Rutherford translates the latter part
of the verse "that there may be a sea of
upturned faces as a widespread thanksgiving
goes up to God on our behalf for the gracious
act which he has done for us.”

"In retelling this account — even with some
tantalising obscurities — of his ordeal in Asia,
Paul makes it plain that he was saved from the
jaws of death by God's signal mercy and favour
in answer to his prayer. Yet God worked
through the prayers of his people (v.11), and
Paul does not forget this side of the story as
well. Those who prayed for him ... are invited
to share his gladness. There is no finer
stimulus to our prayers than when we hear from
some friend at home or abroad that he or she is
rejoicing in an answer to our praying on his or
her behalf." Martin

kot pvoetal a number of later MSS read the
present tense Ouetal, presumably to 'improve’
the flow of the text with a transition from past,
through present, to future.

Ahrtikauev  Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl éhmilw
hope

The evidence for inclusion/omission of 671 is
finely balanced. On the whole it seems best to
include it, judging omission to be an attempt to
ease the awkwardness of multiple particles.

¢t still, yet, moreover
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Verse 12

H ydp kovynoig qudv oty £€0tiy, 10
napTVPLoV Tfig ovveldnoswe UV, dTL v
AmAOTNTL Ko elhikpLvelg 10D Bgod, [kal)
oVK £V 00QiQ CapKLKT dAle €v xdpLTL Beod,
AVEOTPAPNUEV £V TQ KOOUW, TTEPLOTOTEPWG
6t PO VUAC.

"The form of this pericope [vv 12-14] is one of
apologia. Paul is clearly on the defensive, and
needs to state unambiguously that his motives
in past dealings with the Corinthians have been
always well-intentioned and sincere, i.e.,
without duplicity." Martin

The construction is difficult. The NIV
translates "For we do not write to you anything
you cannot read or understand." Paul's claim is
that there are no hidden esoteric meanings in
his letters, so "you don't have to read between
the lines" Moffatt. "This suggests that Paul
is accused of deliberate obscurity in his letter-
writing style in order to conceal his mixed
motives." Martin.

kavynoig, ewg f boasting, ground for
boasting

uaETUPLOV, ou h testimony, witness

ovveldnolg, ewg f conscience

amhotng, nrog f generosity, liberality

é\milw  hope, hope for, hope in, expect

¢wg prep with gen to, until, as far as

teh0g, ovg N end, conclusion, termination

gmyvwoeoOe  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 2 pl
EMLYLVOOK®

£wg tehovg mryvwoeobe  you will
understand fully'

Verse 14

A number of MSS read &ytotnti which
appears to have strong and early support (p*
X* ABC ... etc.). Metzger writes, "Although
the reading drytotntu has strong and early
support, a majority of the Committee favoured
the Western and Byzantine reading Guthotntt
because (a) the context seems to require a
word meaning 'simplicity’ rather than 'holiness’;
(b) the word éduthotng occurs a number of
times in 2 Corinthians (8:2; 9:11,13; 11:3); and
(c) the word dryrotng is never used elsewhere
by Paul."

kabwg kal éméyvmte Muig Ao uépovg, 4t
Kaymuo. DUV Eopev kabAamep kol vuelg
NUAV £v T Muépa 100 kvpiov Mudv]
"Inood.

glhkplvela, ag f sincerity
coqua, ag f wisdom, insight, intelligence
00pKLKOS, 1, ov belonging to this world

Uepog, ovg N part, piece, in part, partly
kavynua, Tog n ground for boasting,

object of boasting, boasting, pride
kabasep as, just as

Day 424: 2 Corinthians 1:15-22

Verses 15-22

év yopttL Beov 'in reliance upon the grace of
God." Martin says that Paul, "renouncing all
confidence in the copg (‘flesh,’ Phil 3:3), relied
on God's grace which enabled and empowered
his ministry (1 Cor 15:10; see the contrast in 1
Cor 2:5: un ... &v 0oLy avOpwITWV GAN &V
dvvaueL)."

dveotpagnuev  Verb, aor pass indic, 1 pl
avootpepw pass live, conduct oneself

meplocotepwg adv. (from epuwoootepog) all
the more, especially

Verse 13

"In 1 Cor 16:5-7 he expressed the hope of
visiting Corinth for an extended stay after first
travelling to Macedonia, presumably to collect
the money raised for the Jerusalem church in
its need. Now he explains that that original
plan had to be modified, and he decided — for
reasons that are unclear to us — to pass quickly
through Corinth en route to Macedonia.
Thence he would return to Corinth, and he
wanted to experience their goodwill in sending
him on his way to Judea with the collection,
augmented doubtless with what the Corinthian
church had raised for this cause (1 Cor 16:1-
6)...

oV yOp dAlo yodgouev DUty dAke 1§ &
AVOYLVOWOKETE 1) Kol £TLYLVwOoKeTe, $ATICw

\ e

ot 811 Ewg Téhovg EmLyvinoeobe,

Note Paul's wordplay.

1 or
dvaywwokw read, read in public worship
gmytvmokw — perceive, understand
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"The church at Corinth would be revisited
when Paul returned from Macedonia and yet
again they would have the chance to speed him
en route to Jerusalem. But that arrangement
broke down because Paul crossed over to
Ephesus from Macedonia and refused to visit
Corinth again since on that earlier visit he had
been met by strong opposition and public insult
(2:5; 7:12; 12:21). This visit was painful to
him (it is elaborated in 1:23-2:4), and Paul had
no alternative — from his point of pastoral
sensitivity — but to forego the plan of 1:15 and
indeed to renege on his promise given in 1 Cor
16:5-7. Now, at a later time, in composing 2
Cor 1-9 he is at pains to explain why he never
kept his promise of a return visit (1:23; 2:1).
So his revised itinerary, which he details in
order to rebut the criticism of indecision and a
failure to keep his first promise, centres in what
is most at stake at Corinth: his credibility as a
true apostle of Jesus Christ. This feature
explains a remarkable stylistic feature of this
section which is Paul's heavily weighted
theological language in vv. 18-22." Martin

Verse 16

Kol e Vv dLedelv eic Makedoviav, kal
TGV G0 Mokedoviag MOeTY Tpog DUAS
Kol Ve VUV pomeugdiival gig v
Tovdaioy.

olepyonat pass through, go through, go

oAV - again, once more

g\Oetv  Verb, aor act infin £pyouat

mpomeuOijvol  Verb, aor pass infin
mpomeusTtw send on one's way, help on
one's way

Maybe includes the idea of having an escort
from Corinth. "But the party that sets out from
Greece did not include Corinthian Christians
according to Acts 20:2-4. The probable reason
for this was that the disaffection at Corinth was
by no means settled." Martin

Verse 17

100T0 0DV BovAduevog ujtt dpa T
ghappia Exonodunv; § & Bovievouat Kot
odipka Bovievouat, (va i wopes uol To Nai
vai kol 1o OV ot

Verse 15

Kal tavty tff memowbioet EBovAdunv
TPATEPOV TPOS VUdS ENOETY, Tva devtépav
xapLv oyfre,

untt Negative particle, used in questions to
indicate expectation of a negative answer

éhagpia, ag f vacillation

yoaoual use, make use of

memoldnoig, ewg f confidence

foviouor want, desire, wish, intend, plan
mpotepov adv formerly, first of all, at first
g\0elv  Verb, aor act infin gpyouat

) €. ypowuar be fickle. The definite article
suggeste 'the fickleness (with which you charge
me).'

00pE, oapkog f  flesh, human nature

He had planned to come first to them, then
travel on to Macedonia, returning again
through Corinth (see the following verse).

| l.e. without the direction of the Holy Spirit.

devtepog, o, ov second
xaplg, Ltog f grace

N Verb, pres subj, 3s eiut

oo preposition with dat with, in the
presence of

guol  Pronoun, dats ¢yw

val  yes, yes indeed, certainly

There are variant readings here. A minority of
MSS read yxapav joy. The better reading
xapuv, here has the sense of favour or
kindness. G.D Fee suggests that the double
pleasure the Corinthians were to experience
was that they would have two opportunities to
show 'kindness' to the apostle — when they
helped him first on his way to Macedonia, and
then on his journey to Judea. Most
commentators think that the kindness or
blessing spoken of is that which Paul will
bestow on the Corinthians.

'that there should be on my part, "Yes, yes' and
‘No, no."

Verse 18

71L0Tdg 08 O 0e0g OTL O Mdyog NUdV 6 TPOC
vudg ovk fotiv Nal kol Of.

moTog, M, ov faithful, trustworthy, reliable

oyfite  Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl £xw

Cf. Deut 7:9. "This sentence constitutes an
assertion under oath by Paul that his word to
them was consistent with his firm intentions...
Paul uses oaths quite often in his letters (cf.
Rom 1:9, Gal 1:20; 2 Cor 1:23;11:10, 31; Phil
1:8; 1 Thess 2:5,10) when he wants to defend
or lay heavy stress upon the truth of his
assertions. This suggests that in the early
church, Christ's words against swearing in
Matthew 5:33-37 were understood as a
criticism of the improper use of oaths, rather
than their prohibition.” Kruse
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Verse 19

¥oLw anoint

6 100 00D yap viog "Inoodg XpLotdg O Ev
VUV e MUdV knpvydeic, die éuod kol
Zihovovod kol Tipwobiov, ovk €yéveto Nai
kal OT, dAh Nai év autd yéyovev.

Speaks of the God's commissioning of Paul and
his colleagues — anointing them with the Spirit
for the work of the gospel.

"Paul moves on to ground his proclamation as
sincere and free from making ‘airy promises'
(Hering) on the person of his Lord who is the
great affirmation of God's truth and promises
(v.20)." Martin

Verse 22

6 kal oppayltoduevog MUAS kol dovg TOV
appafdva Tod mvedpatog v Talg kapdiolg
NUOV.

oppayllw seal, secure with a seal

knovyBetg Verb, apr pass ptc, m noms
knovoow preach, proclaim
véyovev Verb, perf act indic, 3s yuvouo

| "The 'Yes' has always been a reality in him.'

Verse 20

"The verb ... oppayllw is used in commercial
documents found among the papyri of the
sealing of letters and sacks" Kruse. Here it
means that the Spirit is the identifying mark of
the Christian, it marks him out as belonging to
God. Cf. Eph1:14.

oo yap émayyehion Oeod, év adTd 10
Nait: 810 kal dte adtod 10 Aunv 10 0ed
TPOS BOEOV die NUDV.

600¢, M, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as, how much, how far, 6cog dv, 600g
¢ov whoever; pl. as many as, all
égmayyeha, ag f promise

dovg  Verb, aor act ptc, mnoms dLdwuL
dappafwv, wvog m pledge, guarantee (of
what is to come)

Day 425: 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:5

"The Old Testament contains many promises
of God concerning the messianic age. Not one
of these will fail to find its fulfilment in
Christ." Kruse

owo therefore, for this reason
00ta, ng f glory

"The Greek underlying this sentence [latter half
of the verse] is difficult to translate... it is
stressed that it is the same Christ in whom the
Yes to the promises of God is found who is
also the one 'through whom is the Amen to
God'. The thrust ... appears to be that the
'Amen’ is uttered both by Christ and by us, to
the glory of God." Kruse

Hill suggests 'therefore it is also through him
that the Amen goes to God at the doxa
(doxology) (which is offered) through us." The
context is that of the church at worship. Or
Thusing "Christ speaks the Amen in our
response, and our response is Christ's speaking
the promise of God."

Verse 21

O 8¢ BePar®dv Mubg ovv vulv eig XpLotov
kal yploag fudg Bedg,

The background to the verses that follow
would seem to be a painful visit that Paul had
made to Corinth at which he had been opposed
by a particular individual and his authority
questioned. Kruse suggests that this personal
attack upon Paul was by none other than the
immoral person concerning whom Paul wrote
in 1 Cor. 5:1 (so also Hughes). The painful
visit would have been to ensure that the
required disciplinary action was taken.
Instead, the person needing discipline
arrogantly opposed Paul and questioned his
authority. The church at Corinth seems to
have failed to rally in support of Paul. Paul
then wrote them a 'severe letter' which had the
desired effect of bringing about the required
discipline and resultant repentance and
reconciliation between Paul and the
Corinthians.

Martin follows the suggestion of Barrett who
argued that the person in question was an
outsider who had come into Corinth and was
seeking to influence the church against Paul.
Whatever the case, it is clear that the church as
a whole was now on Paul's side.

Verse 23

BeBarow confirm, verify, strengthen

Cf. 1 Cor 1:6,8. "The verb denotes the
initiation of believers in the Christian life and
experience, brought about by the preacher's
witness and including the believer's becoming
incorporated into the divine possession
(stepumownoig; cf. Eph 1:14)." Martin

"Eym 8¢ pdptupa 1OV 0e0v Emkoroduol
grtl Ty unv Yuyv, OtL @eLdduevog Hudv
ovkétL MO0V eic KdpuvOov.

udptvpe  Noun, accs poPTUG, LOPTVPOS
m witness
émkakew call, name; midd call upon
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'l call upon God as a witness' cf. Rom 1:9; Phil
1:8; 1 Thess 2:5,10.

Verse 2

guog, 1, ov 1st pers possessive adj my,
mine

Yuyn, ng f self, inmost being, life, 'soul’

gewdouol  spare, refrain from

ovketL adv no longer, no more, not yet

el Yop €ym Avmt®d vude, kal tig O
evpaivov ue gl u 6 Avtovuevog €€ éuod;

|Here, 'not again'

Hering suggests placing the question mark after
ue and taking i umn as a strong denial,
‘certainly not the person who is made sorrowful
on my account.'

n\Oov Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3 pl ¢pyouat

Aumew pain, grieve; pass be sad,
sorrowful, grieve

cf 13:1-4, 10. "It would seem that they were
spared from some sort of disciplinary action
which the apostle would have felt compelled to
take." Kruse

Refers to the letter of 2:4 and its impact, cf.
7:8.

evgppalvew make glad, cheer up

Verse 24

oy OTL KvpLevouev VUMV Thg TloTewg,
AAG ovvepyol gouev Thig o0 DUV, TH
v miotel £0TrKATE.

ovy Otu offers the rationale underlying verse
23.

kvplevw have power over, rule over
ovvepyog, ov m fellow-worker

The singulars 6 gvgppalvwy and 6
Auovpevog some see as referring to the
Corinthians collectively. Kruse (contra
Martin) favours the view that they refer to the
individual who had needed discipline. "There
can be no more joy in his relationship with the
Corinthians until the offender has been brought
to repentance and restored to fellowship. Then
the one whom Paul had pained will make him
glad.”

"the purpose of the Christian minister [is] to
work alongside people to increase their joy."
Kruse

Verse 3

mtoter  Noun, dats mLoTLg
gotikarte  Verb, perf act indic, 2 pl totnut
stand, stand firm

kai Eypapa todto avtd tva un EA0wv
ATV oy ® dgpe OV EdeL ue yoipeLy,
memolfwg i wdvtag vudig Ot 1 éur) xod
TOVTOWV VUDV E0TLV.

"May mean here their loyalty to Paul's
apostolic Gospel as in 1 Thess 3:8; 1 Cor
16:13." Martin

tovto oo 'l| wrote like this,' or 'l wrote for
this reason.’ Barrett thinks 'l wrote to just this
effect.’

Verse 1

Ecpuva yop guavt® tolto, 1O ur ey €v
MoTen oG Vubg EADETV:

ox® Verb, fut act indic, 1s éyw

£d6eL  Verb, imperf indic, 3s &¢v impersonal
verb it is necessary, should, ought

¥oLow rejoice, be glad

yap is read by p*® B and a number of other
MSS. ¢ is read by the majority of MSS
including X A C etc. Metzger writes,
"Although yap has rather limited support, a
majority of the Committee preferred it to d¢,
because 2:1 is neither a mere addition nor a
contrasting statement to the preceding, but
supplies the reason for Paul's delay in visiting
the Corinthians." Barrett links v.1 back to v.23
of Ch 1, treating v.24 as parenthetic. Martin
(see below) objects to seeing v.24 as a
parenthesis.

Paul looks forward to a future joyful visit
(12:14; 13:1).

neolbwg  Verb, perf act ptc, mnom s
nelbw persuade; perf act & pass trust,
have confidence, be confident

guog see 1:23

Verse 4

guavtov, ng reflexive pronoun (not used in
nom) myself

TaAlv - again, once more

Armn, ng f grief, sorrow, pain

g\0elv  Verb, aor act infin £pyouat

£k yap woAMfg OAPewg kal ouvoyfig
kapdiag Eypopa DUtV dud TTOAADV
dakpvwv, ovy Tva Arn0fite AAAL TV
Adydmny Tvo yvdTE fiv £ TEPLO0OTEPWG
elg vudg.

A further visit at that time would have caused
grief to both them and him.

Oag, ewg f trouble, suffering

ovvoym, ng f distress, anxiety

dakpvov, ov n tear (asin weeping)

hmtnOfite  Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl Avrew
pain, grieve

yv@te Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl yuwvwokw

nepLocotepwg adv. (from eproootepoc) all
the more, to a greater degree
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"It is unclear whether [rteplocotepmg] goes
with the verb 'to have love' and so qualifies the
extent of Paul's love ... or with gig Vuog,
‘especially for you' (Barrett)." Martin

"The 'tearful' letter must have contained some
sort of rebuke to the Corinthians (cf. 7:8-9),
but Paul assures them here that his intention
was not to cause them pain but to let them
know his love for them. He shows this, not by
glossing over a bad situation but by
confronting it and demanding (again) that the
Corinthians take action. It takes real love to
confront a difficult situation rather than side-
stepping it." Kruse

Verse 5

El 8¢ Tig hehOmnkev, ovk €ue Aehvmmkey,
AL Gatod pépovug, Tva ur EmPop®d, Thvtog
VUG,

Aumew pain, grieve, injure
éu¢  Pronoun, accs éyw

|The sense is 'not me alone.'

uepog, ovg N part, piece, in part, partly

é¢mPopew be a burden; iva un émPopw
in order not to be to hard on you or in
order not to exaggerate

"Paul is at pains to stress that the wrong done
has affected the Corinthians as well as
himself." Kruse
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