Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 91: 2 Corinthians 11:1-33

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 91 — 2 Corinthians 11:1-33

Day 451: 2 Corinthians 11:1-6

Verses 1-15

Martin suggests that 11:1-15 is "an interlude in
which Paul turns aside from his chief theme of
missionary service and the dispute of
territoriality (in 10:12-18), only to revert to the
topic in 11:16 with the common link of
'boasting."

Verse 1

Ogehov dvelyeofé nov ukpdv Tu
ApEoovng: MG kal avexeoé pov.

ogehov would that, | wish that
dvelyeo0¢  Verb, imperf midd/pass dep indic,
2 pl dveyxouar endure, be patient with

The pov belongs with dgppoouvng

uLtkpOv  here adverbial, 'a little'
dgpoovvn, ng f folly, foolishness

The final phrase may be an imperative, 'Yes,
please put up with me!' so Martin, or an
indicative, 'but you have already done so.'

"Marriage among the Jews of Paul's day
involved two separate ceremonies, the
betrothal and the nuptial ceremony which
consummated the marriage. Usually a year
elapsed between the two, but during that
period the girl was regarded legally as the
man's wife, while socially she remained a
virgin. The betrothal contract was binding,
and could be broken only by death or a formal
written divorce. Unfaithfulness or violation of
a betrothed girl was regarded as adultery and
punishable as such... Paul sees himself as the
agent of God through whom his converts were
betrothed to Christ, and feels under obligation
to ensure that they are presented as a pure
virgin to her one husband at the nuptial
ceremony when the marriage will be
consummated (i.e. the parousia of Christ)."

Kruse
"Paul's role in this partnership between Christ

and his bride is one of QLAOS TOV VUWPLOV
(John 3:29...)." Martin

Verse 2

EnA® yap dudg Beod Tihw, nouoodunv
vy VUAG £Vl Avopl Tapbivoy ayviy
TaPaoThHodl T XELoTd:

Cnhow be jealous of, be very concerned
about
Cnhog, ov m, and ovg n zeal, jealousy

'With the jealousy God inspires [in me]'
Martin

Verse 3

popoDuat 8¢ un Twe, weg 6 dgig
EEnmdtnoev Evav év i mavovpyig avtod,
@O Td vofjuata DudV dmd Thg
amhdtnrTog [koi Thig ayvotnrog] Thig eig TOv
XPLoTOV.

dpuoCopal promise or give in marriage
avnp, dvdpoc m man, husband

Cf. Hos 1-3; Ezek 16; Is 50:1-2; 54:1-8; 62:5;
Jer 2:32,33.

napbevoc, ov f virgin, unmarried girl

ayvog, M, ov  pure, holy, innocent

mopLoTnuL and opLOTOVR — present,
bring into one's presence

"The verb Topa.otnoaL, 'to offer, render,’
looks on to the Parousia, as in 4:14." Martin

@ofeouat trans fear, be afraid (of)

un mwg that perhaps, lest somehow

opLe, ewg m snake, serpent

¢€amataw deceive, lead astray

Eva, ag f Eve

mavovpyla, ag f trickery, deceit,
craftiness

@Bapfy Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s @pBeLpw
corrupt, ruin, destroy

vonua, Tog n mind, thought

Satan's attack on Eve was not of a sexual
nature but was the seducing of her mind to
doubt the truth of what God had said. This is
the danger facing the Corinthians. "The
situation is that alien powers have worked
dangerously — in Paul's view — to turn the
Corinthians' minds (vonuoto: as in 3:14; 4:4;
and 10:5 seems germane ...) away from their
true allegiance, expressed as ATAOTNS (see on
1:12...), 'sincere devotion' or wholehearted
commitment to Christ." Martin

We need also to maintain a Christian mind (cf.
Paul's use of the term vonua).

amhotng, nrog f liberality, sincerity
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ayvotng, ntog f purity, sincerity

There are a number of variants. The longer
text is supported by p* & B G 33 etc., the
ommission by 8 D°H K P W etc. Other MSS
include both nouns but in the reverse order. It
is difficult to determine whether the shorter
reading arose through accidental ommision
(haplography) or whether the longer reading
arose through dittography or a conflation of
texts incuding the accidental variant
dyvotntog in place of drhotntog. Allo and
Hughes favour the longer reading.

Verse 4

el uev yap 6 épyxouevog dhhov Inoodv
knovooel Ov ovk eknevEauey, 1 mvedua
gtepov Aaupdavete O ovk ENGfete, |
evayyElov £1epov 0 ovK £8¢Eaobe, Kahdg
avéyeobe.

Leitzmann states that this verse is "a key to the
understanding of the opponents who appeared
on the scene at Corinth and for the
interpretation of chapters 10-13." The news of
an alien presence at Corinth draws from Paul
"some of the strongest language of
condemnation found in his corpus (cf. the
nearest parallels in Gal 1:8; 2:11; 5:10; and
Col 2:8)." Martin

O gpyouevog "this group is evidently headed
by a ringleader since it appears that the rival
mission had a spokesperson.” Martin. This
party had come from outside, in contrast to
10:14,15 and had come on its own volition — it
had not been sent.

d\og, n, o another, other
Kknovoow preach, proclaim

"It was the character of Jesus as setting the
norm for Christian existence which is at
stake." Martin

1 or
£tepog, a, ov other, another, different
éNGPete  Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl Aaupavw

stvevua here "will be the effects of Christian
living seen in outward deportment: their
attitude to living before the congregation
betrays a spirit in contradiction of Paul's
strength-as-weakness (d00gveLa) teaching and
practice." Martin

"They preached a lordly figure, with
themselves as his powerful and 'charismatic'
exponents." Martin. These preachers arrived
claiming some sort of authorisation from the
Jerusalem church as representatives of Jewish
Christianity (11:22). Paul claims that his
apostleship stands alongside that of the
Jerusalem apostles and that it is he who has
been given the office of 'apostle to the
Gentiles' (Rom 11:23). He has been given
'knowledge' (11:6) of the authentic Gospel of
4:4-6 which conveys saving truth from God.
"But why is Paul's indignation so virulent in
11:13-15? The answer is given in Bultmann's
exposition of 11:4. The alien 'Jesus-Spirit-
Gospel' triad adds up to a wrong-headed
perception of the entire Christian kerygma as
Paul understood it. The Christ they
proclaimed is kata ook (5:16) which
means that the power on display is visible and
self-centered. The sTvevua is manifest in a
spirit of éEovoLa, which they construed as
lordly power which in turn leads to to a
posture of kowyooBat, 'boasting'... The
'gospel' is branded as a false message since it
contradicts Paul's message of the cross and of
the Christ who 'did not please himself' (Rom
15:3). They glory in outward appearance
(5:12), because they have no place for the
hiddenness of Christ's weak demeanor (10:1;
13:3, 4) and the life based on 'faith' (5:7)...
'Another Jesus' for the opponents is the
wonder-working Jesus, rather than Paul's
crucified and risen Lord. The alien 'spirit' is
the spirit of power and ecstasy which these
messengers claimed to possess and embody in
their ministry, rather than the Spirit of Christ
which Paul exemplified. The new 'gospel' is
the message of power and present glory, based
on demonstrable tokens of the divine and
evidences of authority in their lives as Christ's
servants (v.13), rather than Paul's kerygma of
the suffering Christ whose power is displayed
incognito and in patient love (13:3,4). Above
all, the contrast is seen in the way the rival
preachers overlooked, and Paul expounded,
the truth that the 'true apostle' not only is a
proclaimer of the passion story; he also lives it
out." Martin (following Fallon).

aveyouor endure, be patient with

gvayyehov, ov n  good news, gospel

Cf. Gal 1:6-9

KaAwg Aveyxeode an ironical 'you put up with
... right well!" referring back to 6 £pyouevog

oeyouol receive, accept

Verse 5

AoyiCouat yop undev votepnkéval TV
Vtephiav dmootOhwv:

Aoylwlouor reckon, suppose
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unodeig, undeuta, undev no one, nothing;
no; undev adverb not at all, in no way

votepnkéval  Verb, perf act infin VoTEQEW
lack, fall short of, be inferior to

vephav  (adv. used as adj.) outstanding,
special, extra-special

Martin thinks this a reference to the leaders in
the Jerusalem church, relecting the claim of
Paul's opponents that they had links with the
real apostles. Paul is not disparaging the
authority of the Twelve but is stating that his
apostleship is on a par with theirs. This does
not imply that these preachers were genuinely
commissioned or sent by the Twelve.

Verse 6

el 08 kol WOLwINg T® Adyw, dAls oV T
YVOWOEL, GARe &V TAVTL QAVEQWOUVTES €V
ooy eig vUdC.

duwtng, ov m untrained, unskilled man

'untrained in public speaking.'

yvwolg, eog f knowledge, understanding

Qovepwoovtes  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom pl
govepow make known, reveal, make
evident

'In every way we have made [God's truth]
known to you all." Paul's preaching made it
quite evident that he had a God-given insight
into the purposes of God in Christ (see Col
1:26,27; Eph 1:9; 3:1-6).

Day 452: 2 Corinthians 11:7-11

Verse 7

"H quoptiav émoinoa éuavtov TaTeLvV
{va vugtg vpwdfite, dtL dwpedv 10 Tob
0e0D edayyélov ednyyehoduny vulv;

The introductory 1} probably marks a question.

evayyeMCw act. and midd proclaim the
good news

Cf. Acts 18:1-4; 1 Cor 9:6-18. The Greeks
would have regarded it as degrading for a
philosopher or travelling teacher to work with
his hands to supply his own need.

Verse 8

Ghhag gkkinotag ¢ovinoo hapwv dpwviov
TEOS TV VUMDV drakoviav,

alhog, 1, o another, other

Particularly Philippi (Phil 2:25; 4:10-20).

ovhow rob

OVAQ® is a very strong word, generally used
of pillage in war. Paul uses dramatic language
to shock the Corinthians into realisation of
what he and other churches have done for
them.

Mafwv  Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s Aoufove
opwviov, ov n pay, wages
dwakovia, og f ministry, service, help

"He took gifts from other Christians — by using
his rights as an apostle of Christ, 1 Thess 2:6
... —only to make good his ministry
(dvakovia) at Corinth, that is, to fulfil it in a
way consonant with his proclamation of a
crucified Lord and a Gospel of free grace (its
dwpeav character)." Martin

Verse 9

Kol Tapwv Tpdg VUG kal votepndelg ov
katevdpknoo ovBevog: To yap VoTépnud
UOV TTPOCAVETATOWO0V Ol AdeAPOL
ENOOVTES dtd Mokedoviag: kal £v ovTi
apapf] tnavtov vutv Etjonoa kol Tmenow.

Topwv  Verb, pres ptc, m nom s JTAOELUL
be present

| I.e. on the initial visit of Acts 18:1-17.

auaptia, og fsin

guovtOV  Pronoun, acc s €uavtov, Mg
reflexive pronoun (not used in nom)
myself; possessive pronoun my own

tamewvow humble, humiliate

Maybe a reference to how Paul's tentmaking
was viewed by some. "The typical Greek
'upper class' sentiment, represented by
Aristotle ... was to treat manual labour with
disdain, and insist that no free citizen —
certainly no philosopher — should get himself
entangled in physical work, except under
extreme pressure." Martin

votepndeig  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom s
votepew lack; pass be lacking

kotavopkow be a (financial) burden to

ovbelg equivalent to 0VdELC No one,
nothing

votepnua, To¢ n what is lacking, need

mpooavaTAnoow supply, provide

afopfi Adjective, m/faccs afapng, eg of
no (financial) burden

™eew keep, maintain

Verse 10

Mpwbijte  Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl Mpow
exalt, lift up
owpeav without cost, freely

goTLv aMiBera Xprotod €v uol &t 1
Kaymorg oty ov gpayjoetal gig fue év
totg KApaow thig Ayaitag.

ainbelo, ag f truth, reality
éuol  Pronoun, dats £yw
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| 'As certain as God's truth is on my side.'

Verse 13

kowymolg, ewg f boasting, ground for
boasting

ppayroetal  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s
@paoow silence, muzzle, stop

kALUQ, TOg n region, district

ol yOp ToroDToL Pevdamdotorot, £0yaTaL
SOALOL, UETAOYNUOTICOUEVOL EIG
AT00TOAMOVS XPLOTOD.

On Paul's conduct, cf. 1 Cor 9:15-18

Verse 11

TOLOVTOG, OUTY), OUTOV correlative pronoun
and adjective such, of such kind

Pevdamootohog, ov m false apostle, one
who claims to be an apostle

dudt Ty BtL 0vK dyastd Vudg; O Be0g oldEV.

dyamow love, show love for
oida (verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

Day 453: 2 Corinthians 11:12-15

Verse 12

"The basis of Paul's argument requires the
affirmation that he alone has been sent to
Corinth; they have not, and so their 'mission’
(implied in dmrootelheLy, 'to send') is a
misnomer." Martin

¢oyang, ov m labourer, workman
doilog, a, ov deceitful, dishonest

In claiming to be working for Christ they are
deceitful.

O 8¢ moud kol ToLjow, (v EkkdOPw TNV
dgopunv T@v Beldvrwv dgopuny, tva év
® KavyOVToL eVpeddoLy kobwg Kal Nuels.

uetaoynuatitw change, transform (midd
disguise)

Verse 14

"It is possible to take the opening clause
leading to the first Lva in two ways: either 'but
what I am doing I will also continue to do,
that... (Lva), or, 'what I am doing and will
continue to do [is] in order that ..." (iva). The
latter is preferred by Allo ... on the score that
the scene goes back to v 9 where Paul says that
he will refrain from placing burdens on the
Corinthians. Either way the point is the same."
Martin

kal oV Bodupa, avtog Yo 6 Satavig
uetaoynuatileton eig dyyehov potdc:

Bavua, Tog n wonder, miracle,
amazement

oV Bavua is read in X B D* F G, with a
variant 00 Oavpootov in D€ E K. The latter
is probably an attempt to turn a rare term into a
well-known one, found often in LXX and not
infrequently in NT.

gkkOYw  Verb, aor act subj, 1 s €kkomTw
cut off, remove

dgopun, ng f occasion, opportunity

Behw  wish, will

kovyoouol boast, boast about

g0pebdoLy  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
£VPLOKM

Zatavag, o the Adversary, Satan
Qws, pwtoc n light

Verse 15

Paul's meaning here is not entirely clear. It
would seem that the false teachers who
opposed Paul were only too ready to take
money and were perhaps greedy for it. Paul's
conduct removed from them the possibility of
saying that their ministry was just like his.
Martin suggests that "The underlying objection
Paul has against them is their 'pride’
(kavyoaoBar) in laying claim to the same
missionary territory as he believes he has, i.e.,
at Corinth. So they are interlopers, who have
entered upon a field of mission service where
they do not belong. As long as Paul persists in
his mission work based on a crucified Jesus
and a Gospel freely offered ... they will have
no room to maneuver in Corinth. He will
effectively check their activity as poachers on
his field of operation."”

oV uéya odv €l kai ol dtdkovol adtod
UETOOYNUOTICOVTOL MG ALAKOVOL
dukcaroovvng, OV 1O Téhog Fotal katd T
£oya avTdV.

ueyag, ueyohn, ueya large, great

'It is no great surprise that ...

dlokovog, ov m & f servant, minister

dkatoovvn, ng f righteousness, what is
right

TeAOC, ovg n end, conclusion,
termination

gotar  Verb, fut indic, 2's elut

Cf. 5:10; 1 Cor 3:17; Phil 3:19; 2 Tim 4:14.
"In the end the reward they will receive is the
penalty of the misdeeds they have enacted.
They have done Satan's work; to Satan's fate
they will go." Martin
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"The 'cosmic' setting of vv 13-15 is well
brought out by Kleinknecht ... who shows how
the vocablary, idioms, and concepts in vv 13-
15 are all chosen to demonstrate that Paul's
engagement is with no familiar earthly power;
but rather he shares in the conflict between
God and his nonhuman adversary, Satan.
Paul's role is as God's advocate and 'fellow-
warrior' ..., a link going back to 10:3-6, but
also picking up the imagery of 11:8... The
next section will show the valid credentials he
has which authorise him to engage in this
conflict as 'apostle of Christ."" Martin

Verse 17

0 Mah® oV katd kOpLov MoAd, s g &v
ApEoouv, £v ToTy Tf VITooTdoEL Thg
KOUYOEWC.

hadew speak, talk

"The Corinthians were seeking 'evidence' of
Christ's speaking (AaAovvtog XpLoTov)
through Paul. He implies that it is not in his
enforced kavyaoBau that Christ's message is
made known — only as a boasting in his
weakness (11:30)." Martin

Day 454: 2 Corinthians 11:16-24

Verse 16

agpoovvn, ng f folly, foolishness
VwooTdoel  Noun, dat s VTo0TAOLS, EWS f
confidence, assurance

Martin follows Hering in suggesting the
meaning is 'ground’ — 'on the ground of making
my personal boast'

Iéawv Aéyo, uf tic ne SGEN dgpova gtvars
el Ot un ye, kv g dppova dEEN0DE e,
Tva Kayw wkpdv TL KowyjowuoL.

Kowymolg, ewg f boasting

Vootdoel Thg kavyjoews 'self confident
boasting' (NIV), 'boastful confidence' (RSV)

ALV again, once more

Refers back to the request in verse 1 (see note
ad loc.) . Martin suggests 11:16 picks up
Paul's main argument from which he was
diverted in vv.1-5.

Verse 18

€7el TOAAOL KOWYDVTOL KATA 0APK, KAy
Koy ooUaL.

émeL  since, because, for

00EN Verb, aor act subj, 3 s, dokew think,
imagine, suppose

Geppovo.  Adjective, maccs dgpwv, oV
gen ovog fool, foolish, senseless,
ignorant

TTOAAOL suggests an opposition in some
strength, cf. 2:17.

00pE, capkog £ flesh, human nature

"The key term is dgpwv, 'fool": not a dim-
witted person or clown, a jester (as in 'play the
fool'), but in the technical sense of the person
in hellenistic-Roman society who had lost the
correct measure (LeTPOV) of himself and the
world around him." Martin

Boasting in human things — human
achievement, status, power, prestige, one's
own religious experience etc. Here, perhaps,
the reference is to his opponents boasting of
what they had done in service to God, cf.
10:16.

glvar  Verb, pres infin eipu
ve enclitic particle adding emphasis to the
word with which it is associated

Verse 19

NSéwe Yoo Avéyeobe TOV dppdvorv
@edvipoL dvteg:

|E’L 6¢ u1 ye 'but even if you do'

kav (ko €av) even if, and if, even

6¢£000¢  Verb, aor midd dep imperat, 2 pl
deyoual receive, accept, bear with

kdyw a compound word = kal £yw

wkpdv  Adjective, m acc & n nom/acc s
utkpog or Adverb a little

kovyoaouol boast, boast about

Ndewg gladly

aveyouor endure, be patient with
Ageovwy  Adjective, gen pl dgppwv see v.16
(PPOVLUOG, OV wise, sensible

"His taking the fool's part is the way he centres
attention on 'boasting,' the main item in his
rejoinder." Martin

"The expression being wise yourselves is
probably a cutting allusion to the Corinthian's
own tendency to pride themselves in their own
wisdom (cf. 1 Cor 3:18-20; 4:10; 6:5; 8:1-7;
13:2)." Kruse. "Paul uses @pOVLUOL in a
derogatory manner, much the same as in 1 Cor
4:10." Martin
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Verse 20

avéyeobe yop el TLg Yubg katadoviot, &l
T1g koteodict, €1 Tig hauBdvel, € Tig
gmaipetal, €l Tig el mpdowmov VUbg
OEPEL.

katadovhow make a slave of, take
advantage of
kateoBuw and koteoBw devour, prey upon

Le. exploiting them for personal gain, cf. Mk
12:40 // Lk 20:47.

Aoupavw here in the sense of trap, take
advantage of

| Martin, 'lays hands on you.'

gmaLpw here meaning put on airs, act
haughtily

"The notion of irresponsible, lordly control
seems implied, and exposes the nature of the
opposition in direct contrast to Paul's pastoral
solicitude in 1:24 [0V] KUPLEVOUEV VUWVY TNG
TLOTEWS, 'we are not ruling over your faith.™
Martin

Tpoowitov, ov n face, appearance,
presence
oepw beat, strike, hit

Probably a "vivid word picture for an insult
that was like a blow." Martin

Verse 21

Katd dtipiav Ayw, wg 8T fuele
HoBevikouev: év @ 8 4v TIg TOMUG, €V
ApEOoUVN Aéyw, TOAMD KAY.

Martn says that this is Paul's final thrust: "What
a pity we are not like that — you seem to prefer
bullies.'

atwa, og f disgrace, dishonour
doBevew be ill, be weak

The first part of this verse concludes the
previous. Referring to what he has said in
verse 20, Paul uses sarcasm stating, 'To my
shame, I say, we were too weak for that.'
"Whether Paul's writing of (g 0Tt introduces
an explanation, 'l must confess to my shame ...
I have been weak,' or a comparison, 'l have
been too weak to imitate the opponents,' in
both insances it is a mark of irony. Paul seems
consciously to be reflecting on what they have
rumoured about him: he is weak. An he takes
this assessment at face value as a 'concession’
..., and acts out the fool's role. Herein is the
key to the entire 'Foolish Discourse' of 11:1-
12:10, as a 'self-caricature,' a grotesque parody
of Paul as a servant of Christ." Martin

dv particle indicating contingency

On the identity of those Paul is referring to
Martin says, "We maintain that the four
designated titles in the next vv make more
sense if they refer to a Jewish mission which
not only made large claims for itself but acted
upon those claims in coming to Corinth to
challenge Paul's authority."

ToMMY  Verb, pres act indic, 3 s TOAUQ®
dare, be brave, be bold

Martin suggests that, "tohuav is the
opponents' slogan word, used contemptuously
of Paul (10:1,2), and here he turns it back to
them, but in an ad hominem way. Granted
they are bold in the claims they make as
Christ's professed servants, Paul will set down
his list of credentials — an act of boldness in
both senses mentioned earlier. In that way he
will try to show how their boldness is
presumptuous."

Adgpoouvn, e see v.17
Kayw seev.16

Verse 22

‘EBpatot eiowv; kdyw. ‘TopomAital elowv;
kdyw. omépuo ABpadu elowv; kdyw.

‘EBpatog, ov m Hebrew person

| A speaker of the Hebrew language.

kayw from kot £yw and |, but |, | also
omepUa, T0g n seed, offspring

Difficult to see what distinctions (if any)
intended between these various terms.

Martin suggests, ""Hebrews' (‘Efpatot)
represents the outer 'shape' of their profession:
'Israclites' (Iopoghiton) is the inner character
of that national identity; while omepuo
ABpaoy, 'seed of Abraham,' is the honourific
title they lay claim to since it embodies the
name of the father of all of the faithful.
dlakovol XpLotou places the capstone on
their right to office as representing an
important function they felt commissioned to
exercise on the basis of the earlier
designations."
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Concerning the phrase 'seed of Abraham'
Martin cites Gal 3:16 and adds, "If 'Abraham'
was a name being used in the propaganda of
the Jewish Christian mission, and 'seed of
Abraham' was their term which Paul takes up,
it is likely that, on the basis of evidence in
Philo, what made Abraham important was his
role as the first believer and also as a 'man of
the Spirit'... The missionaries claimed eqally
to be mvevuatikol and to be preachers with
both a self-understanding and a mission-
consciousness ... based on the 'model' ... of
Abraham. Zmijewski ... prefers to see the
issue centred in the divine promises which the
patriarch inherited (Rom 4:16, 18; 9:6-9; Gal
3:29...). Paul is claiming this title, 'seed of
Abraham,' for himself as a badge of honour to
mark out his Christian self-identity over
against his rivals."

Verse 23

dudkovol XpLotod eloLv; mapappovdv
MA®, VITEp £y év KOTOLS TTEPLOCOTEPWG,
&V QUAOKATS TTEPLOCOTEPWS, £V TTANYALS
vtepPorhdvVTImg, év Bavdtolg ToAAdKLG:

dlakovog, ov m & f servant, minister
mapagpovew be out of one's mind
MoAew speak, talk

vmep éyw | am even more

Probably meaning 'l have better claim to be
such.' This is then followed by a list of
credentials.

komog, ov m work, labour trouble

TEPLO0OTEPWS adv. (from epLocotepog) all
the more, to a greater degree

@ulakn, ng f prison, imprisonment

minyn, ng f beating, wound

vrepforlhoviwg  much more, more
severely

Bavatog, ov m death

The plural must refer to 'many occasions
which threaten death' or 'in constant exposure
to death.'

mohhaklg  often, repeatedly, frequently

Verse 24

V1o “Tovdaiwv TEVTAKLE TECOEPAKOVTOL
opd uiov Ehafov,

"Tovdarog, a, ov a Jew, Jewish, Judean
mevtoklg  Five times

"The five occasions on which Paul claims to
have been beaten perhaps belong to an early
period of his mission service, in the so-called
'silent years."" Martin

teooepakovta forty
oo uLav - except one (i.e. 39 lashes)

"Deuteronomy 25:1-3 specifies punishment by
beating must not exceed forty strokes, and as a
hedge around the law the Jews of Paul's day
limited the number to forty less one, lest by
error of counting the prescribed number be
exceeded and the law be broken." Kruse

Day 455: 2 Corinthians 11:25-33

Verse 25

oI EpaPdiodny, Gmag éMbdodny, toic
évovdynoa, vuxdriuepov v 1d Fubd
memoinka

tolg three times
£¢oapdloBnV  Verb, aor pass indic, 1 s
oapdLtw whip, beat with a stick

|CF. Acts 16:22.

amoE once, one time
géMBGobNV  Verb, aor pass indic, 1 s MBalw
stone

[CF. Acts 14:19

vovoyew be shipwrecked

| These incidents are unknown to us.

vuxOnuepov, ov n a night and a day
fvBog, ov m open sea

Reminiscent ot OT imagery, Pss 68:3; 67:23,
LXX.

memoinka  Verb, perf act indic, 1 s moLew

Verse 26

0doLToplolg TOMAKLS, KLVOUVOLS
TOTOUDV, KLVOUVOLS ANOTAV, KLvOUVOLS €K
vévovg, kivdivolg £E E0vav, kLvdivolg év
TOAEL, KLVOUVOLG €V Eonuiq, Kivdvvolg €v
Boldoon, kivdvvolg £v Pevdadélgpols,

odouopla, ag f journey
molhaklg often, repeatedly, frequently
kwvduvog, ov m danger, peril

Martin suggests the translation 'During my
frequent journeys I have been exposed to
dangers from ..."

JTTOTOUOG, OV m  river, stream

Anotng, ov m robber, insurrectionist

vevog, ovg n family, people, nation

£€0vog, ovg n nation, people; to £.
Gentiles

moAlg, ewg f  city, town

gonuia, og f deserted place, uninhabited
region

| L.e. in inhabited and uninhabited regions.

Baloooa, ng f sea
Ppevdadehgpog, ov  m false brother, one
who pretends to be a believer
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Week 91: 2 Corinthians 11:1-33

Cf. Gal 2:4; 2 Cor 11:13. Even at the end of
his journey and among the fellowship of the
church, the dangers remain. "In our view, the
term Pevdadeipol is placed at the end of the
list deliberately to bring the list to a powerful
(if lamentable) conclusion, and to drive home
to the Corinthian readers that their hospitality
to such people (11:4, 19) is a source of great
grief to him now. These men are no less than
his rivals; and worse, they are Satan's agents
(vv 13-15)." Martin

"When Paul sees a Christian weak in faith he
feels their vulnerability, and when he sees
them made to fall he burns with indignation
against the behaviour of those who caused it."
Kruse

Verse 30

El kavydobal 8et, T tiig dobeveiog uov
Koy ooUaL.

Verse 27

koW kob wdybw, év dypvmviolg worhdkig,
&v Aud kal dipet, év vioteiolg moAAAKLG,
gv PUyeL kol yvuvdTnt

kovyoouol boast, boast about
deL impersonal verb it is necessary, must
dofevela, ag f weakness, iliness

Verse 31

komog, ov m work, labour trouble
uoy0bog, ov m labour, hardship
dypvmvia, ag f sleeplessness

6 0e0¢ kal matip Tod kvptov Incod oidev,
O OV eVAoYNTOS £ic TOVS aldvag, OTL oV
PevdouaL.

Either through travel, work or cares, or maybe
(though less probably) voluntary vigils of
prayer.

Muog, ov m & f famine, hunger
owpog, ovg n thirst
vnotela, og f going without food, hunger

evloyntog, 1, ov blessed, praised

aidvag  Noun, acc pl aiwv, aiwvog m
age, eternity

Pevoouor lie, speak untruth, deceive

Verse 32

Probably lack rather than voluntary spiritual
discipline.

&v Aapook® 6 £0vdapyneg Apéta tod
Booihéwg Eppovpel TNV TOALY
Aouaoknvdv TLaooL Ue,

Puyog, ovg n cold
youvotng, ntog f nakedness, without
sufficient clothing, poverty

Verse 28

YWPELS TOV TOEKTOS 1) EmioTaoig pot 1
KaOs Nuépav, N uépLuva Toodv TV
EKKANOLOV.

£€0vapymg, ov m governor, official

Apetog, o m Aretas

faolhevs, ewg m  king

@povpew guard, hold prisoner

maoal  Verb, aor act infin molw seize,
arrest

ywplg apart from, besides
mapektog adv used as adj external,
unmentioned

Does he mean 'and beside many other things I
have not mentioned...' (Denney, Plummer) or
'on top of these external matters...' (Barrett).

ool ue most MSS read muaooL we
Behwv. Metzger writes, "Although support for
the reading TG0l Ue is not extensive, its
quality is impressive. If Oehwv were original,
its omission would be difficult to account for;
on the other hand, its insertion at various
positions can be explained as the work of
copyists in the interest of stylistic
amelioration."

émotools, ewg f pressure, burden
uepwuva, ng f care, concern, anxiety
ékkAnowa, ag f congregation, church

Verse 29

Verse 33

Kai 6L Bupidog v capydvy éxoldobnv
3t tol teiyovg kot EEEpuyov Tig yeElpag
avtod.

Tig dobevel, kol oVk AoBevd; Tig
okavdohiCeTal, kol ovk &yw mupoduol;

doBevew be ill, be weak

okavooALLw cause (someone) to sin,
cause (someone) to give up the faith

mvpoouol burn, be in distress

Bupig, L0og f window

oapyovn, ng f (rope) basket

gyoldobnv  Verb, aor pass indic, 1 s yohow
lower, let down

TELYOG, ovg n wall

¢E€éguyov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
gkpevyw escape, flee

xeLp, xewpog f hand, power
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2 Corinthians 11:1-33

Paul's 'boasting' is not in his own work but in
what God did in delivering him. It may have
been that Paul's opponents cited this incident
as a sign of Paul's cowardice. Paul himself
may have viewed it as involving humiliation,
but it also displayed God's saving power made
evident in Paul's weakness.

Martin suggests it may be "connected with the
imagery of 10:4, 5, where Prov 21:22 is in
Paul's mind, wohelg dyvpag £mepn 0oqog
KoL KOOELAEY TO OXVPWU, £ @
gnmemoldeLoay ol doefeLs, 'A wise man scales
the cities of the mighty and brings down the
stronghold in which the godless trust,’ LXX.
We submit that this OT v may still be in Paul's
thought as he writes of the Flight from
Damascus; he is deliberately setting off his life
of weakness against the exploits of the 'wise,'
whether the emmisaries (as at 10:5) or the
Corinthians themselves (as at 11:19) who
exulted in their powerful presence and
wonderful deeds. Paul, by contrast, cut a poor
figure. They scaled the city walls of the
mighty; he only managed to be let down in a
fish-basket. They brought down the
stronghold of the enemy; he had to rely on
others to assist him to escape from his enemy,
Aretas' guards. They were victorious; he
suffered defeat. Yet that defeat was his glory,
and he uses the story as the evidence that it as
the Lord who brought him through, and in him
he could boast (10:17, 18). The same is true
when he knew experiences of the opposite
character (12:1-4, 9b). In both humiliation
(11:32, 33) and exaltation (12:1-4), Paul's
attitude is unwavering: boasting achieves
nothing, except when it is practiced within the
limits of God's appointment (10:13) and relies
on Christ's grace (12:9)."
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