Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 99: Romans 8:1-30

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 99 — Romans 8:1-30

Day 491: Romans 8:1-4

Romans 8

Romans 8 focusses on the blessings conveyed
to the Christian by the Holy Spirit.

Wright comments, "The first eleven verses of
Romans 8 lie at the very heart of Romans 5-8
as a whole. They simultaneously complete the
thought of the section that began with 7:1 and
begin the majestic sequence that sweeps
through to 8:30. As tightly argued as any piece
of Pauline logic, they are at the same time
suffused with a sense of exultation and
celebration... We are still watching the
unfolding of the Adam/Christ contrast of 5:12-
21, and in particular the exposition of the great
statement in the last verse of that seminal
passage. 'As sin reigned in death' (and we must
remind ourselves of the role of the law within
that reign, as in 5:20), 'so grace also reigned
through righteousness to eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.' From this tight-packed
statement, the key contrast for this present
passage is that between death and life: 'life' is
the golden thread that runs through 8:1-11, the
gift of God that the law wanted to give but
could not, the gift that comes because God's
Son has dealt with sin and death and God's
life-giving Spirit has replaced sin as the
indwelling power within God's people. The
promise of resurrection with which the passage
concludes is not added for extra effect at the
end of the paragraph. It is where the whole
argument is leading."

totg v XpLot® Incod "offers not just a
designation of the people for whom there is no
condemnation, but, in compact form, the
reason why this is the case." Wright.

A number of MSS include un koto copKa
TEQLITATOVOLY AAAOL kKaToL oopKa. after
"Incov. Metzger comments, "The shorter text
which makes the more general statement
without the qualification which is appropriate
enough at verse 4 is strongly supported by
early representatives of both the Alexandrian
and the Western types of text."

Verse 2

O yap vouog 100 mvevpatog thg Cwiig v
Xpwotd ‘Inood frevbépwoty oe dmod to
véuov g duaptiog kai tod Oavdrtov.

Verse 1

OVdev dpa vV katdkpuua Tolg £v XpLotd
"Inood-

Looks back to 5:12-21, but also, in the light of
the end of chapter 7, looks forward to what
follows: "I serve God's law with my mind, but
sin's law with my flesh; there is therefore no
condemnation, because God has dealt with sin
in the flesh, and provided new life for the
body." So Wright who continues, "The verdict
of the last day has been brought forward into
the present. This is, quite simply, the solid
foundation for Christian joy."

Most commentators consider 'law' to be used
here of a regulatory principle or power.
Wright disagrees, arguing, "When scaling the
sheer rock of Paul's thought it is important not
to lose one's nerve and settle for an apparently
easier path, a seemingly more natural route.
The explanation of v, 2, after all, is found in
vv. 3-4; and there, as the heart of the chapter
so far, we find that the 'righteous verdict of the
law,' TO dikaiwuo ToD vouov (dikaioma tou
nomou), is now fulfilled 'in us who walk ...
according to the Spirit.'! We then find, by
implication, that whereas 'the mind of the
flesh' does not submit to God's law, the mind
of the Spirit actually does (v.7), and that by the
Spirit God will do what the law wanted to do
but, through no fault of its own, was unable to
do (8:3, 10-11; cf. 7:10). It is not fanciful,
then, but strictly in keeping with the thrust of
the whole passage, to say that when Paul
speaks of 'the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus' he is indeed referring to Torah, in a way
for which we have only distantly been
prepared by 3:27, 31. After all, ho nomos in
vv. 3, 4, and 7 is clearly Torah. How obscure
do we suppose Paul to have been?"

éhevOepow free, set free

ovdeLg, ovdeuta, ovdev  no one, nothing;
ovdev not at all
KOTOKOLUO, TOS n condemnation

"The Spirit exerts a liberating power through
the work of Christ that takes us out of the
realm of sin and the spiritual death to which
sin inevitably leads." Moo.
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Wright comments, "As we have already seen,
talk of setting slaves free is exodus language:
the present paragraph is describing how those
who are in the Messiah, and indwelt by the
Spirit, are brought out of the Egypt of sin and
death and promised citizenship in the kingdom
of life. There is no question but that Paul is
referring in this verse to the same composite
event that he has been describing in the
previous chapters — namely, the messianic (and
hence representative) death of Jesus and the
gift of the Spirit."

The word can express either identity or
similarity. Here it must mean that Christ
assumed a humanity like ours in every way
except for sin.

mepL Guaptiog Christ was sent to deal with

the problem of sin. Wright points out that this
is a phrase used in the sacrificial language of
the LXX.

katékpuvey  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
katakplwvw condemn, pass judgement
on

o€ Pronoun, acc s ov

NhevBepwoev o There are several textual
variants here. In place of o€ some mss read
ue or Nuog and some omit the personal
pronoun altogether. Muog would appear to be
a secondary generalisation, but it is difficult to
choose between o¢ and pue. Metzger hesitantly
chooses o¢ as the more difficult reading.
Barrett prefers to omit the pronoun on the
ground that 0¢ may have crept in through
repetition of the ending of iAevBepwoe. He
suggests that the 'gnomic aorist' (expressing a
timeless truth) should be translated, "The
Spirit liberates from ..." Wright argues for
'you' singular, o¢. "Like those old portraits
whose eyes follow each onlooker around the
room, this statement of freedom is aimed at
every single hearer of the letter, whoever and
wherever they may be."

auaptia, og £ sin
Bavatog, ov m death

Verse 3

10 yap advvatov tod vouov, év @ fodével
Sl Thg oapkog, 6 Be0g TOV E0vToD VIOV
TEUPOG £V OUOLWUATL 0OPKOS GUOOTLOG
Kol 7Tepl AUOPTIOG KOTEKOLVEY THV
auaptiav év tf capki,

Wright comments on the phrase 'God ...
condemned sin' saying, "No clearer statement
is found in Paul, or indeed anywhere else in all
early Christian literature, of early Christian
belief that what happened on the cross was the
judicial punishment of sin... For Paul, what
was at stake was not simply God's judicial
honour, in some Anselmic sense, but the
mysterious power called sin, at large and
destructive within God's world, needing to be
brought to book, to have sentence passed and
executed upon it, so that, with its power
broken, God could then give the life sin would
otherwise prevent. That is what happened on
the cross."

Murray thinks that Paul's words reflect his
argument in Rom 6:2-14 and refer to the
condemnation of sin's reign over the flesh
effected in the death of Christ, i.e. not only a
sentence declared upon sin but executed upon
sin. God executed this judgment and
overthrew the power of sin: the law could only
condemn sin in a declarative sense. "In that
same nature which in all others was sinful, in
that very nature which in all others was
dominated and directed by sin, in that nature
assumed by the Son of God but free from sin,
God condemned sin and overthrew its power."

advvatog, ov  impossible, weak

It was unable to deliver life — it offered it, but
could not deliver.

Verse 4

doBevew  be ill, be weak
00pE, oapkog £ flesh, physical body,
human nature

Tva 1O dukaiwue 10D vouov Tnpwbi év
NUtv tolg Ut katd odpko mepumotodory
AMAG kaTd TveDua.

dlkalwua, Tog n regulation, requirement

Note Paul's play on the word 600§ in this
verse. The weakness lay not in the law but in
theose who received it.

0 0e0¢ TOV £0vtod Viov méupag Cf. 8:32.
The action is that of God, precluding any
possibility of it being the action of a merciful
Son placating an angry Father.

govtog, avtn, éovtov  him/her/itself
mewrtw send
ouowwua, tog n likeness

Moo draws attention to the fact that dukaLwua,
is singular, not plural, saying, "The difference
may not be great if Paul is thinking of the way
that the Spirit enables Christians to obey the
commandments of the law (note v.7). But the
singular word, along with the passive form of
'fulfill,' suggests a different idea: God in Christ
has fulfilled the entirety of the law's demand
on our behalf."
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Wright says that {va "states God's intention:
that the righteous verdict of the law might be
fufilled 'in us.' The life the Torah intended,
indeed longed, to give to God's people is now
truly given by the Spirit." Paul chooses to use
the word dikaiwua here rather than
dLkatwolg because of its formal balance with
KATAKOLVOL.

TANPwOf] Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s TANPOW
fill, fulfill, accomplish
meputatew walk, walk about, live

"Those who will find Torah's righteous decree
fulfilled in them — those, that is, who will share
in the resurrection life (8:10-11) — are those
who in the present do not 'walk' according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit." Wright.

Day 492: Romans 8:5-11

Verses 5-11

Paul begins a section on the work of the Holy
Spirit. Note the various terms which seem to
be used synonymously: 'Spirit'; 'Spirit of God';
'Spirit of Christ'; 'Christ in you'. The Holy
Spirit is the one who makes Christ present to
the believer. There is a parallel here to John's
doctrine of the Paraclete.

Verses 5-8 introduce a series of contrasts
between 00,0 and tvevuo — 'the sinful nature’'
versus the Spirit. The sinful nature brings
death while the Spirit brings life.

Verses 5 and 6 both begin with y&p. Wright
comments, "It seems to me more likely that
both independently explain vv. 1-4, rather than
that v. 6 is intended to explain something
about v. 5.

Verse 5

ol Yap kot 0Gpka OVIES TA Thig 0OPKOS
ppovolouv, ol 8¢ kotd svedua Tt 10D
TIVEVUOTOG.

O0pE seev.3
@povew think, have in mind

"The lifestyle of the flesh flows from a mind
oriented to the flesh, whereas the lifestyle of
the Spirit comes from a mind oriented to the
Spirit." Moo.

Verse 6

10 Yap pedvnua thg copkog BAvatog, 1
ot ppdvnua Tod Tveduatog Cmn Kal
elpnvn’

ppovnua, Tog n  way of thinking, mind,
mind-set
Bavatog see v.2

Not merely causes or leads to death but is
death — it is existence in separation from God.
Equally, l/ife and peace are the characteristics
of life from and with God.

etonvn, ng £ peace

"It is the Christian mind that must become the
initial, and transformative, locus of renewal
(12:2, contrasting with 1:22, 28)." Wright.

Verse 7

SLOTL TO Ppdvnua Tiic oopkodg Exbpa eig
0oV, T® Yop vouw tol Be0d ovy
VITOTACOETOL, OVOE YOO dUVOTAL®

dLotL because, for, therefore

| Here because.

éx0pa, ag f enmity, hostility, hatred

| 'Flesh-thinking' is hostile to God.

vmotaoow  subordinate, put in subjection;
pass. be subject, submit to, obey

Verse 8

ol 8¢ ¢v oapkl dvieg Bed dpéoal ov
duvavtal.

dpéoat  Verb, aor act infin dpeokw please,
seek to please

"Despite its prominence in various Pauline
passages, the idea that one can actually please
God, or the Lord, is foreign to much thinking
and writing on the apostle, perhaps because it
suggests to some the thin end of a wedge that
will end in works-righteousness. Paul has no
such scruples (see, e.g, 12:2; 14:18; 1 Cor
7:32; 2 Cor 5:9; Eph 5:10; 1 Thess 4:1). Thos
in the flesh cannot please God; but, by strong
and clear implication, those in the Spirit can
and do." Wright.

Verse 9

VUETS O¢ OVK €0TE €V 0OPKL AMAGL v
mvevpatt, eiep mvedpo Oeod oikel &v
VUv. £i 6¢ Tig mvedua Xprotod ovk Eyel,
ovtog ovk fotwv avtod.

Paul shifts the focus of attention to his readers.

¢v mmvevuatt Paul shifts between the images
of being 'in the Spirit' and the Spirit being 'in
you'. Wright says that "The latter is what Paul
wants to emphasise at this point, using the
image of 'indwelling' that evokes the idea of
the Shekinah dwelling in the wilderness
tabernacle and the Jerusalem Temple (cf. 1
Cor 3:16; 6:19, etc.). The formulation 'in the
Spirit' is more of a technical description,
formed ad hoc to contrast with 'in the flesh'."

elmep  since, if it is true that
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"The nuance in the middle of v. 9 is hard to
catch, since 'if' (NIV) appears too doubtful and
'since’ (NRSV) too certain. The Greek e{mep
(eiper) hovers in between these two, meaning
something like 'if after all' or 'if, as is indeed
the case'; we may compare its use in 3:30 or
8:17. If it contains a shadow of doubt it does
so within a basic affirmation." Wright.

Ovntog, n, ov  mortal

"The God who raised the Messiah will also
raise all the Messiah's people, you included."
Wright.

gvolkew live in

olkew see 7:17

A Christian in whom the Holy Spirit does not
dwell is a contradiction in terms.

Verse 10

el 8¢ XpLotdg v ulv, O pev odua
vekpOov oLl duaptiov, TO 8¢ mvebua o
ALl SLKOLOGVVNV.

"This, then, is the answer to 7:24b, no longer
as a bare assertion of faith (as by itself, is
7:25a), but as a tight theological argument.
Who will deliver from this body of death?
Who, in other words, will give life to the
dead? The law, though holy, just and good,
cannot do this; God will, through Christ and
by the Spirit and will thereby do what the law
held out (Lev 18:5; Deut 30:15-20) but could
not perform." Wright.

omua, Tog n body
VEKPOG, 0o, ov dead

Verse 1-11 — Postscript

O eV odua vekpov dud duaptio
"Christians are subject to the laws of decay
and death, still living as they do in 'the body of
humiliation' (Phil 3:21)." Wright.

mvevuo  Some commentators have interpreted
this as spirit (Sanday & Headlam etc. — and
NIV!). Barrett, however, argues that this is a
reference to the Holy Spirit; "Paul is not
interested in psychological duality." Murray
also argues that this is a reference to the Holy
Spirit since this is the subject of these verses
and Moo agrees saying that Paul "here refers
to the Holy Spirit, the power of 'life' that has
come to reside in the believer. It is because of
this power of life within us that we can be
certain of future resurrection.”" So also Wright
for whom the Spirit is the theme of these
verses as characteristic of the new covenant.

okatoovvn, ng f righteousness, what is
right, what God requires

Murray says a reference to the righteous act of
God in Christ's death and resurrection — the
basis of our life. Wright argues that it refers to
"God's faithfulness to the covenant, God's own
righteousness."

Verse 11

el 8¢ 10 mvedua tod €yeipaviog TOV
"Inoodv €k vekp®V oikel £v Vulv, O éyetpog
XpLotov £k vekpdv Lwomotioel kol T
OvnTd owpata Vudv oLl Tol évorkolivrog
ovtod mvevuatog év vulv.

"At the end of this central passage we may
reflect on the nature of Paul's achievement so
far. This is the heart of his argument for
assurance (those whom God justified, them
God also glorified). For the Jew — for Paul
himself prior to his conversion — the basis of
assurance was membership in the covenant,
whose outward badges were circumcision and
Torah. The story of the exodus formed the
backdrop to the Jewish expectation that the
covenant God would once again act within
history to deliver Israel. Paul has retold the
story of the exodus, the freedom story,
demonstrating that the Egypt of sin and death
has been decisively defeated through the death
of the Messiah, and that the Spirit is now
leading God's redeemed people to their
promised inheritance. Baptism has marked out
God's renewed people; the Spirit is now 'the
one thing that distinguishes those who are
Christ's from those who are not.' [G Fee, God's
Empowering Presence, 553.] The sign of the
Spirit's work is first and foremost faith (1 Cor
12:3) and indeed faithfulness; and the fruit of
the Spirit's work is the final resurrection. Thus
is the path from justification to glorification,
from 'passover' to the 'promised land,' laid out
in this passage. Paul will now develop this
picture, drawing on several interlocking
images from the exodus story, and widening
the angle of vision to include, not just humans,
but the whole created order." Wright.

éyelpavtog Verb, aor act ptc, m gen s
gyelpw  raise

XpLotov ¢k vekpdv there are a number of
textual variants here, several assimilating to
the earlier Tov "Inocouv.

Cwomolew give life, make alive
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Day 493: Romans 8:12-17

Verse 12

Verse 14

Apa. o0V, adedgol, dgehétar douév, od T
oapkl ToD kotd odpka Chv:

8ool yop mvevpott Oeod dyovrat, ovToL
viot BgoD elowv.

The presence of the Spirit has ethical
consequences.

000¢, 1M, ov as much as; pl. as many as,
all

opeLketng, ov m debtor, one indebted

'Under obligation.' Christians are debtors to
God.

Caw live, be alive

The 'flesh' has done nothing for us to render us
under obligation to render service to it.

Verse 13

el Yoo katd odpka Cfite uélhete
dmobvriokeLy, el 8¢ mvevuaty TOC TPAEELS
01 owuatog Bavortolte Crioeode.

ueMlw be going, be about, be destined

uelMw signifies an event which will surely
happen because it has been determined by
God. Hence Barrett translates the phrase as
'doomed to die'.

amobvnokw die, face death, be mortal
npagls, emg f deed, action, practice
omwua, Tog n body

Bavatow Kkill, put to death

"In popular speech, Christians often use such
language as 'led by the Spirit' to refer to
guidance... But this is probably not what Paul
means here. As in Galatians 5:18, where the
same connection occurs, 'being led by the
Spirit' means 'having the basic orientation of
your life determined by the Spirit." The phrase
is a way of summing up the various
descriptions of the life of the Spirit in 8:4-9."
Moo.

Wright says, "The image here is taken from
the wilderness wanderings of Israel, led by the
pillar of cloud and fire (Exod 13:21-22; cf.
Exod 14:19, 24; 40:38; Num 9:15-23; 10:34;
14:14; Deut 1:33; Neh 9:12; Pss 78:14;
105:39)." The Spirit, "now does for God's
people that which the tabernacling presence of
God did in the wilderness, assuring them of
divine adoption and leading them forward to
their inheritance."

viol 0eol A picture taken from the OT (Deut
14:1; Is 43:6; Hos 1:10 etc.), but now given a
Christological focus.

Refers to an activity which must be pursued by
the believer. The fact that the Christian has
died to the law and to sin in Christ does not
release him/her from the obligation of putting
to death sinful actions and behaviour, rather it
enables the Christian to do so. Our response is
not optional, it is necessary. "Paul never
suggests that the inheritance of future life
requires that we stop sinning altogether. What
he demands in this verse is clear, long-term
progress in becoming less like the world (i.e.,
'the flesh') and more like Christ." Moo.
Wright comments, "As in Col 3:5-11, which
explains Paul's meaning in more detail, he sees
that there are styles of behaviour that, like
weeds left to grow unchecked, have the
capacity to take over the garden and choke all
the flowers. There is only one way with such
things: they must be uprooted, killed off. This
is, of course, impossible for those who are still
'in the flesh'; but those who are led by the
Spirit will find that the Spirit's inner agency
enables them, if they will, to say 'no' to the
practices that carry the smell of death with
them."

Verse 15

oV yap éMdpete mvedua dovhelog ALY gig
@dpov, Al ENaBeTe mvedua viobeotag,
&v @ kpdCouev, APPa 6 motrp:

é\Gpete  Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl Aoufoavm
doviela, ag f slavery

srvevpa OovAeLa the mind set of a slave
which marked Paul and others before the Holy
Spirit brought liberation — and which harks
back to Israel's pre-exodus condition.

TaAlv - again, once more
@ofog, ov m fear
vioBeowa, og f adoption, sonship

"The legal act of adoption was not practiced by
the Jews, so almost certainly Paul uses the
image of the Greco-Roman practice whereby a
man could formally confer on a child all the
legal rights of a birth child. This, Paul
suggests, is what God's Spirit confers on every
believer — the rights and privileges of God's
own children." Moo.

{foeoBe  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 2 pl Cow

The parallel with Gal 4:6 requires us to
understand stvevpo VLoOgoLag as a reference
to the Holy Spirit which is the proof and
anticipation of our adoption (v.23).
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To retain the parallelism between the two
occurrences of Tvevua, some have understood
both to refer to the spirit of man. On the other
hand, Murray understands both to refer to the
Holy Spirit and says that the first half merely
states what the Holy Spirit is not (so also
Moo). Paul could, however, be making use of
the same term in different senses in the same
verse (cf. his use of wvevua in verse 16).

kpalw cry out, call out

ABPa does this imply that Greek speaking
churches used this Aramaic term in prayer?
"What is most important is that the Spirit
enables us to experience the same kind of
intimate relationship to the Father that Jesus
did, who also called God '4bba’ (Mark 14:26).
Not only does the Spirit confer on us this
status; he also is the one who, testifying with
our own spirits, gives us the inner certainty of
knowing that we truly are God's dearly loved
children." Moo.

TP, TOTPog m  father

Verse 16

oVTO TO TVEDUO CUUUAPTVPET TQ TTVEVUATL
Nudv 8tL goutv tékva Oeod.

ovpuopTupew  show to be true, give
evidence in support of
tekvov, ov n child; pl descendants

Verse 17

el 8¢ Tékva, Kal kAnpovouor: kAnoovouol
uev Beod, ovykhnpovouor 6¢ XpLotod,
elep oVUTATYOUEY Tva KOl
OUVOOENCODUEY.

kAnpovouoc, ov m heir, one who
receives what is promised (by God)

"This is the real reason why he implied that
Christians were indebted to God (8:12), and it
indicates the substance of the paragraph to
come." Wright.

ovykhnpovouog, ov  sharing together,
sharing together God's blessings

ovykAnpovouol 6¢ Xpuotod This term
explains the way in which we have become
heirs of God (cf Gal 3:6-4:7). What belongs to
Christ by right as the Son of God, is ours by
grace as those who are sons/children of God in
him. "Though legally part of a new family,
adopted children do not yet possess all the
benefits of their new status. Thus, Paul
reminds us, we Christians must still await the
consummation of that new status. One day we
will enter into the inheritance, following the
Son who has gone ahead of us. We will share
in his own glorious state. In the meantime,
however, we must follow him in the road he
himself walked on the way to glory — the road
of suffering." Moo.

elmep  since, if it is true that

ovwtaoyw suffer together, share the
same suffering

ovvooEaoBduev  Verb, aor pass subj, 1 pl
ovvdoEalouotr share in another's

glory

Christ had to face suffering before he could
enter upon glory. Christians should not expect
a different pattern, for they are called to follow
him (cf. 2 Cor 1:5; Phil 3:10; Col 1:24; 2 Tim
2:11; 1 Peter 4:13; Mk 10:39).

Day 494: Romans 8:18-25

Verses 18-30

"The theme of 8:18-30 is the believer's future
glory. The passage begins ('the glory that will
be revealed in us,' v.18) and ends ('those he
justified, he also glorified,' v.30) on this note.
"In between, Paul makes two basic points
about glory. (1) It is the climax of God's plan
both for his people and for his creation
generally. Since we have not reached that
climax, we must eagerly and patiently wait for
it (vv.18-25). (2) God himself provides what
we need in order to wait eagerly and patiently.
The Spirit helps us pray (vv.26-27), and God
promises to oversee everything for our good
(v.28) according to his unbreakable plan for us
(vv.29-30)." Moo.

Verse 18

AoyiCoual yop OtL ovK dEL0 TA TaduaTo
o0 viv KawpoD pdg v uéAhovoav
d4Eav dumrokahvpdfival eig Hudc.

hoywCouar reckon, count, calculate

| vap looks back to v.17.

dEog, a, ov worthy, deserving, fitting
mabnua, tog n suffering, passion, desire
KoLpog, ov m time, season, age
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TOV VUV KaLpov this age, in contrast with the
age to come.

uéAlovoav  Verb, pres act ptc, facc s
uehw (before an infin) be going, be
about

00ota, ng f glory

dmokalvgdfival  Verb, aor pass infin
dmokalumtw reveal, disclose

L.e. this subjection to 'vanity' was not in itself,
the goal. "God did this precisely in order that
creation might point forward to the new world
that is to be , in which its beauty and power
will be enhanced and its corruption and futility
will be done away." Wright.

eilg fuag The glory that now characterises
Christ will be ours also; it will "reside 'in' us,
transforming us into Christ's own image (see
Rom 8:29)." Moo.

"The fate of creation is bound up with that of
humanity. As it was through them that
creation was marred, so it is through the
glorified children of God that it will be
restored again." Moo.

"The way Paul now justifies this opening
statement is to describe that future glory, and
the present situation in waiting for it, in order
to explain both his calculation and the present
in-between situation both of creation and of
the Christian — and, we might even say, of
God." Wright.

Verse 21

OtL kol avtn 1 ktiog EhevbepwbioeTon
amo thig dovieiag thig @hopdg eig TNV
ghevOeptav thg 0OENS TV Tékvarv Tod
0e0?.

Verse 19

éhevOepow free, set free
doviela, ag f slavery
@Bopa, ag f decay, corruption, depravity

N y&p amokapadokia Tfic KTioewg TV
ATtokGAVPLY TV VDV ToD B0
dmekdéyeTo:

| Decay which is the shadow of death.

éhevOepia, ag f freedom, liberty
tekvov, ov n child; pl descendants

dmokapadokia, ag f eager longing, deep
desire
KTLOLG, ewg f creation, what is created

"With most modern commentators, we
conclude that Paul refers to all of subhuman
creation: plants, animals, rocks and so on."
Moo. "The whole creation is on tiptoe with
excitement." Wright. Cf. 4:13.

The liberty enjoyed by the children of God in
glory. "The thought seems to be not that
creation and Christians will simply all be free
and glorious in the same way, together, but
that the freedom for which creation longs, and
which it will be liberated into, is the freedom
that comes about through the glorification of
the children of God." Wright.

dmokadv\ig, swg £ revelation
dmexdeyouar look for, wait for

Verse 20

Verse 22

otdauev yap Ot oo 1 KTiolg ovoTevAleL
kol ovvwdiver dyol Tod viv:

T Yoo uaTotdTnTL 1 KTioLg vrteTdyn, ovy
gcoDoa AAG SLd TOV VIToTdEavTa., £@e
EATTIOL

olda  know, understand

uatatotng, nrog f worthlessness, futility

VIeTdyn Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
vmotacow subordinate, put in
subjection; pass. be subject, submit to

An incontestable fact. So Phillips translates,

"It is plain to anyone who has eyes to see that
at the present time all created life groans in a

sort of universal travail."

L.e., by God. "Creation itself is in bondage, in
slavery, and needs to have its own exodus."
Wright.

ovotevolw groan together
ovvwolvw  suffer great pain together (as
of a woman in labour)

ékwv, ovoa, ov of one's own free will

| I.e., not on its own account.

vmotdEavta  Verb, aor act ptc, m acc s
VITOTACOW

é\mtLg, Wog f hope, ground of hope, what
is hoped for

See Matt 24:8; Mk 13:8; Jn 16:20-22. "Itis a
most suitable similitude; it shows that the
groaning of which he speaks will not be vain
and without effect; for it will at length bring
forth a joyful and blessed fruit." Calvin.
Wright comments that Paul, "draws once more
on Jewish tradition, this time the theme of the
great tribulation, the great woes, that would
come upon the world in order for the new
world to be born."

dypot until, as far as
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Verse 23

oV nwovov 8¢, AAAG kol avTol TV drapyv
1ol vevpotog Eyovieg MUETS Kal avTol &v
govtolg otevdouev viobeoiov
amekdeyduevor, v dmohitowoly Tod
OWUATOS UDV.

Verse 25

el 8¢ O 0¥ PAémouev EAmiTouev, due
vonoviig dutekdeydueda.

vrmouovn, ng f patience, endurance

uovov adv only, alone
amopyn, ng f firstfruit, first portion (set
apart to God)

dmapyny 100 mvevuatog probably means

the firstfruits of our redemption, namely the

Spirit (cf. 2 Cor 1:27; 5:5) rather than the

firstfruits that the Spirit gives.

The meaning could be either:

1) 'although we have the firstfruits of the
Spirit' i.e. despite our present blessings we
groan; or

i) 'since we have the firstfruits of the Spirit'
i.e. the firstfruits have given us a longing
for the full harvest.

The second is preferred by Moo, Dunn et al.

Patience is endurance or continuance; it
describes the attitude which hope engenders.
"This word suggests the ability to bear up
under the trials that come our way (cf. Rom
5:3-4; Heb 10:36; 12:1; James 1:3-4; 5:11)."

Amekdeyoual see v.19

Suggests a craning of the neck to spot
someone or something coming. This patience
has nothing in common with indifference or
stoicism.

Day 495: Romans 8:26-30

Verse 26

otevalw sigh, groan, grumble
vioBeowa, ag f adoption, sonship

Cf. v.16. Adoption has elements both of
'already' and 'not yet.' In particular, we have
not yet entered into our inheritance.

‘Qoavtwg 8¢ kol 10 mvedua
ovvavtihaupdvetor T dobevelg udV: 10
yOp Tt TPootvEmueda kabo el ovk
otdauev, AAAG avTd TO mvedua
VITePeVTVYYAvEL OTEVAYUOTS AAOATOLS

dmekdeyouat see v.19
dmolvtpwolg, ewg f redemption,
deliverance, setting free

Now Paul answers the question, "But where is
God in all this?"

woavtwg adv in the same way, likewise

Another 'exodus' motif.

Verse 24

Moo argues that the link is to vv.24,25: "As
hope sustains us in our time of suffering
(vv.24-25), so also the Spirit sustains us in our
time of weakness."

T yOop EMTidr Eowbnuev: €hmig o8
Bremouévn ovk Eotiv €Amtic O yap PAEmeL
Tig éAmiler;

ovvovithaupavouol help, come to help

Cf. Lk 10:40. This is what Martha says that
Mary should have been doing for her.

ghmig, og f hope, ground of hope, what
is hoped for

g¢owbnuev  Verb, aor pass indic, 1 pl owlw
save, rescue, heal

dofevela, ag f weakness

Salvation is a reality in the present but it is not
yet complete: the salvation which is ours now
brings with it the hope of perfect redemption
to come — including the resurrection of the
body.

"Those who cannot see that for which they
eagerly hope need assistance to peer into the
darkness ahead and to pray God's future into
the present." Wright.

PAeTw see

TTOOCEVYOUAL pray

kabo adv as, according as, in so far as

deL impersonal verb it is necessary, must,
should, ought

Many MSS read T1g, TUL KoL 'for what one
sees, why does he also hope for it?" The UBS
text follows p*® B* and a few other MSS and
versions in reading ti¢, "and regarded the
other readings as expansions of a strikingly
terse and typically Pauline type of question."

This is part of the weakness of our present
condition.

Vepevvyyavw intercede, plead (for
someone)

¢évmlw  hope, hope for, hope in, expect

"One does not anxiously scan the horizon for a
boat already in port." Wright.

Some MSS add Vtep fuwv after
VITEOEVTVYYOVEL. Metzger says, "the longer
reading makes explicit what is implicit in the
decisively supported shorter reading."
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"The children of God have two divine
intercessors. Christ is their intercessor in the
court of heaven (Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25; 1 Jn
2:1). The Holy Spirit is their intercessor in the
theatre of their own hearts (Jn 14:16,17)."
Murray.

Wright comments, "Here, as in vv. 15-16,
Spirit-inspired prayer is a key part of the
experience of inaugurated eschatology (cf.
Zech 12:10, where in the context of the
coming great eschaton, God pours out upon
the house of David, and upon Jerusalem, 'the
spirit of grace and supplication,' producing
mourning in the midst of the promised glory).
It is God's intention that redeemed human
beings should be set in authority over the
world, should indeed thereby be the agents
through whom the cosmos that still groans in
travail should be set free. At the moment,
however, these human beings are weak, since
their own bodies, that part of creation for
which they have the most immediate
responsibility, are still subject to decay and
death. In this condition they do not even know
what to pray for, how it is that God will work
through them to bring about the redemption of
the world. Paul here assumes both that the
church is called to the task of intercession and
that the church finds this very puzzling — a
double truth that most great teachers of prayer
from that day to this would endorse. But, just
as it is the Spirit's task to inaugurate genuine
humanness within the Christian in the form of
holiness (vv. 12-14) and the Abba-prayer (vv.
15-16), so here it is the Spirit's task to enable
genuine humanness, that stance of humbly
trusting God and so being set in authority over
the world, which is to be anticipated in the life
of intercessory prayer."

Either unspoken or unable to be spoken.
Barrett prefers the former, in harmony with
v.27. Others suggest that Paul is referring to
unintelligible utterances — a form of speaking
in tongues. The sense is probably of a burden
beyond expression. "The Spirit's own very self
intercedes within the Christian precisely at the
point where he or she, faced with the ruin and
misery of the world, finds that there are no
words left to express in God's presence the
sense of futility (v. 20) and the longing for
redemption. It is not (as some very early
scribes added to the text, followed by the NIV)
that the Spirit intercedes 'for us'; that misses
the point, and makes Paul repeat himself in the
following verse. What Paul is saying is that the
Spirit, active within the innermost being of the
Christian, is doing the very interceding the
Christian longs to do, even though the only
evidence that can be produced is inarticulate
groans." Wright.

Verse 27

6 8¢ ¢pavvdv Tag kapdtag otdev T O
@eoOvNuo Tol mvedpatog, Ot kot Oeov
gvtuyydiver VITEP Gyiwv.

g¢oavvaw search, examine, try to find out

ppovnua, Tog n way of thinking, mind

gvtvyyavw turn to (God on behalf of),
plead, appeal

ol Gytor God's people

The Spirit places desires and longings in the
heart of the believer which we cannot express
in words. But God, who searches the heart,
discerns and understands these longings and
answers them, for they cannot fail to be in
accord with his will. In this manner the Spirit
intercedes from within on our behalf.

OTEVAYUOS, OV m groaning, sigh
dlokntog, ov that cannot be expressed
in words

Verse 28

\o

otdauev &g dtL T0lg AyamTdoLy TOV BeOV
avto ovvepyel gig ayobov, Tolg Katd
TPOBECLY KANTOTS OVOLY.

The thoughts here pick up that of v. 17b.

dyomow love, show love for

The call to love God was the most basic
demand of Torah. It becomes a description of
the Christian, cf. 1 Cor 2:9; 8:3; Eph 6:24.

ovvepyew work with, work together with,
help
ayabog, 1, ov good, useful, fitting

TTOVTA OVVEPYEL €L AyaBov can be
translated in one of two ways according to
whether tovta is taken as subject or object of
the verb:

i) "All things work together for good ...";
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ii) "He (i.e. God, or the Spirit) works together
all things to produce good ...".
To remove the ambiguity, some mss add 6
Beog after ovvepyeL.
Wright argues that God must be the subject of
the verb; he is the one who directs all things to
the ultimate good of the believer. "'All things'
— not just the groanings of the previous verses,
but the entire range of experiences and events
that may face God's people — are taken care of
by the creator God who is planning to renew
the whole creation, and us along with it."

nmpobeolg, ewg f purpose, plan, will
kAntog, mn, ov called, invited
ovowv  Verb, pres ptc, m & n dat pl el

'Foreknow' does not mean simply that God
knew beforehand who would believe. This
foreknowledge is not God's response to
something which he sees in us but is God's act
by which he distinguishes between one person
and another (cf. 11:26). It speaks of a
relationship established in eternity — God
setting his love on his people before time
began (cf. Jer 1:5; Amos 3:2; Acts 2:23; Rom
11:2; 1 Peter 1:2; 3:17, also Gal 1:15.).
"Foreknowledge is a form of love or grace."
Wright.

mpoopllw decide from the beginning,
predestine

This provides confident ground for the
promise. The God who planned and purposed
all things from the beginning will see it all
through to completion. His calling of his
people is part of that unshakable plan.
"Through faith in Jesus Christ 'all things'
assume the form of a relationship in which the
activity of God is not a mere stage play
enacted for our observation, but is an activity
in which we are intimately involved. This is
the background of Romans 8 in which Paul
explains that nothing either possible or
conceivable can thwart the salvation of
Christ." Berkouwer.

Christians, "like Israel, are assured that they
are called for a purpose — namely, to show
forth the praises of the one true God in all the
world (cf. Eph 1:11-12; 1 Pet 2:9). And — this
is still the thrust of v. 28 — those who find
themselves in this category can be assured that
the purpose will be fulfilled. God will
accomplish it." Wright.

This is distinguished from ;tpoeyvw which is
equivalent to God's act of election, in that it
focusses on the destiny which God has
determined for his people.

ovupuopeog, ov  having the same form,
sharing likeness

eikwv, ovog f likeness, image

TPWTOTOKOG, oV first-born, first

Verse 29

1L oVg TPOEYVM, KOl TTOOWPLOEV
ovuuoppovg Tiic eikdvog tod viod avtod,
elc 1O €lval aVTOV TEWTOTOKOV €V TTOAOLG
adehgolc:

mpoéyvw  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
mpoywwokw know already, know
beforehand, choose beforehand

The aim of the conformity spoken of is firstly
that Christ should be preeminent, but secondly
that he should be preeminent among many
brethren.

"This process will bring God's renewed people
to the point where they reflect the Son's image,
just as the Son is the true image of God (2 Cor
4:4; Col 1:15; 3:10). They are, that is, to
become true, because renewed, human beings.
This is the point, at last, to which the long
argument beginning with 1:18 was looking
forward. The image of God, distorted and
fractured through idolotry and immorality, is
restored in Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God;
and the signs of that restoration are visible in
those who, like Abraham, trust in God's life-
giving power and so truly worship and give
glory to God (4:18-22). But the purpose is
never simply that God's people in Christ
should resemble him, spectacular and glorious
though that promise is. As we saw in vv. 18-
21, it is that, as true image-bearers, they might
reflect that same image into the world,
bringing to creation the healing, freedom, and
life for which it longs. To be conformed to the
image of God, or of God's Son, is a dynamic,
not a static, concept. Reflecting God into the
world is a matter of costly vocation...
Conformity to the Son means, of course,
conformity to his death." Wright.
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Verse 30

olg 8¢ TPOWPLOEV, TOVTOVS Kol EKANEOEV:
kal oVg ékdheoev, TovTOVS KOl
gdikaimoev: olg 8¢ édikaimoev, Toutoug
Kol £80Eaoev.

owkatow justify, acquit, declare & treat as
righteous
ooEalw glorify, exalt

The aorist signifies the inevitable completion
of the purpose and plan of God: it is settled.
"All has been accomplished in Christ: the fore-
shaping of Christ's people to be his younger
siblings; their call through the gospel that
announces his lordship; their justification by
faith in the God who raised him from the dead;
their glorification so that they are now already
seated in the heavenly places in him (see Eph
2:6, and in the light of that, Eph 1:20-22; Col
3:1-4)... All these things, including
'glorification,’ have happened already to and in
Jesus, the Messiah; and what is true of the
Messiah is true of his people... The steady beat
of the verbs within Paul's solemn rhetoric
underscores the steady beat of God's
unshakable purpose set forth in the Messiah
and completed by the Spirit." Wright.
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