Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 109: Philippians 2:19-3:16

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 109 — Philippians 2:19-3:16

Day 541: Philippians 2:19-24

Verses 19-30

Paul's great concern is for the progress of the
gospel in Philippi, even as he wants them to
know that the gospel is served in his own
circumstances. It is for this reason he sends
this letter and with it Epaphroditus (vv. 25-30),
and for this reason also he hopes to send
Timothy (vv. 19-24) before coming himself to
Philippi (v.24).

Eadie suggests that the comparison implied in
the adjective is not between Timothy and other
of Paul's helpers but between Timothy and the
apostle himself — i.e. there is no-one, other
than Timothy, who cares for the Philippians in
the way Paul does. So Fee who says, "Paul
emphasises that the primary reason for
Timothy's coming is that he can count on him
to carry Paul's own deep concerns at heart."

Verse 19

EAmtiCo 8¢ év kvplw Inood Tiudbeov
Tayfwe éupaL VUL, tva kdyw evpuyd
YVOUg TO TTEPL VUMDV,

00TLS, NTLS, O Tv. Who, which

yvnowwg adv genuinely

uepLuvow be anxious, be concerned
about

Verse 21

éMmlw  hope, expect

ol dvteg yap Tt EavtdV Tntodoly, ov Td
"Inood Xptotod.

On the phrase ¢v Kupuw "Inoov Lightfoot
comments, "The Christian is part of Christ, a
member of His body. His every thought and
word and deed proceeds from Christ, as the
centre of volition. Thus he loves in the Lord,
he hopes in the Lord, he boasts in the Lord, he
labours in the Lord, etc. He has one guarding
principle in acting and in forebearing to act,
uovov ¢v Kvpuw (1 Cor 7:39)."

Eadie says it expresses dependency, "Only if
Christ willed it could it happen, and he felt and
hoped that his intention to send Timothy, after
a brief interval, was in accordance with the
mind of Christ."

mavteg  Adjective, m nom pl 0g
£00VTOC, £0VTY, E0VTOV  see v.7
Cntew seek, search for, look for

toyews adv. quickly, at once, soon

|Here 'as soon as possible.'

mewrtw send
k&yw acompound word = KoL £yw
gvpuyew be encouraged, be cheered

This verb is found here alone in the New
Testament.

Cf. 2 Tim 4:10.

Fee argues that 'all' is not a reference to other
co-workers who are not quite like Timothy:
"Given what we know of Paul elsewhere and
the high regard with which he holds those who
travel with him, and that in 4:21 he sends
greetings from 'the brothers who are with me,'
it does not seem possible that he should here
slander them with this kind of barrage." He
thinks rather that Paul is referring to people
like those mentioned in 1:15 and 17 who
preach Christ but for their own ends. The
words are also intended also for the
Philippians for they are to beware of such
people and to follow rather the examlpe of
Paul and Timothy — or more correctly of
Christ. They are to put the needs of others
before self-interest and so follow Christ in the
way of the cross.

yYvovg Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s yLVWOK®

Verse 20

Verse 22

oVdEva YOp Exw LodPpuyov 6oTLg yvnoimg
T TTEPL VUMDV UePLUVIOEL,

v 8¢ dokLuny avTod YLvwokeTe, OTL Og

TOTEL TEKVOV OV £pol £d0VAEVOEY Elg TO
eVayyEMov.

ovdeLg, ovdeuta, ovdev  no one, nothing
looyvyog, ov sharing in the same
feelings

dokwun, ng f character, proof, proven
character

This adjective occurs nowhere else in the NT.
Lightfoot says that Paul's meaning is that he
has none like Timothy who has such genuine
concern for the Philippians.

"approved character' as in 2 Cor 2:9; 9:13 ...
Timothy was personally well known to the
Philippians." Lightfoot

TaTnE, tatpog m father
Tekvov, ov n child

géuol  Pronoun, dats £yw
dovievw serve, be a slave
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gvayyellov, ov n good news, gospel

In the ancient world it would have been
common for a son to learn his trade from his
father. Timothy had been like a son to Paul,
learning from him the business of being a
minister of the gospel.

We know nothing of Epaphroditus except
what we read of here.

ovvepyog, ov m fellow-worker
ovotpatiwtng, ov m fellow soldier

Verse 23

Fee thinks that "the imagery is that of a
wounded comrade-in-arms, who is being sent
back home for a rest."

TodTOV UEV 00V EATTiCw Téupan dg dv
Apidw Ta Tepl ue EEautiic

eMTlw  see v.19

Adidw Verb, aor act subj, 1 s dgopaw fix
one's eyes on; ¢ dv dpLdw Ta TEPL
gue as soon as | know my situation

Another verb which occurs here only in the
NT.

gu¢  Pronoun, acc s £yw
¢€ovtng adv immediately, at once

"The true Apostle, like St Peter or St John,
bears the title as the messenger, the delegate,
of Christ himself, while Epaphroditus is only
so styled as the messenger of the Philippian
brotherhood; and in the very next clause the
expression is explained by the statement that
he carried alms to St Paul... For this sense of
A00TOMOG, 'a delegate or messenger of a
church,' see 2 Cor 8:23." Lightfoot

"Although the clause is awkwardly expressed
in the Greek, Paul's point is clear. As soon as
he has any inkling as to the outcome of the
trial, he will send Timothy to fill them in
further on 'my affairs." Thus Timothy's reason
for coming is twofold: in the first instance for
Paul's sake, to see how the letter has affected
them; and second for their sakes, to be
encouraged and brought up to speed about the
outcome of his imprisonment." Fee

AeLTovpyog, ov m servant, minister
xpewa, ag f need, want
meuntw send

Verse 24

"In a culture where prisoners were not cared
for by the state, but whose "necessities' for life
(especially food) had to be supplied by friends
or relatives, this is no small thing that they had
done. They have thus 'offered priestly service'
(to God, is implied) by their sending
Epaphroditus with the gift necessary for him to
sustain life in prison. This present word about
Epaphroditus anticipates the full
acknowledgement in 4:14-20." Fee

mémofa 8¢ €v Kupte OTL kal avTdg TayEws
géhevioopoL.

Verse 26

Cf. 1:24-26.

mémoldo  Verb, perfact indic, 1 s melbw
persuade; perf have confidence, be
confident

TAYEWS see v.19

géhevoouar Verb, fut midd dep indic, 1 s
£0oUOL

Day 542: Philippians 2:25-30

Verse 25

¢meldn) oMV v Tévtag YUdC, kal
AdnuUovdV dLoTL kovoote GTL Nodévnoey.

émeldn  since, because, for
¢murofew long for, desire

The present participle indicates continual
longing.

adnuovew be distressed or troubled

Avoykotov 8¢ Nynodunv "Exogodditov
OV GOEMPOV KOl CUVEQYOV KO
OVOTPOTLWTNY OV, VudV 8¢ drrdotorov
Kal Aettovpyov Thg ypelag nov, méupal
TPOG LUAG,

Cf. Matt 26:37; Mk 14:33 where the verb is
used of Jesus' agony.

"It describes the confused, restless, half-
distracted state, which is produced by physical
derangement, or by mental distress, or grief,
shame, disappointment, etc." Lightfoot

dLotL because, for, therefore
doBevew  be sick, be ill, be weak

dvoykolog, o, ov  necessary, urgent
nynodunv Verb, aor midd dep indic, 1 s
nysouo think, regard, consider

An 'epistolatory aorist' (as also émeupa v.28).
The perspective of the verb is from the time of
expected receipt of the letter, not the time of
writing.

Fee suggests that Epaphroditus may have been
taken ill on his way to Rome (cf. comments of
Eadie on v.30), and one of his travelling
companions returned to Philippi with the
news. Epaphroditus continued on his way to
Rome at great risk to his health and even his
life (v.30).
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Verse 27

kol yap foBévnoev mapamiriolov Bavdte:
AL 6 Bedg Aénoev ovTOV, 0K 0VTOV O
udvov ARG kal ug, Tva ) AMmmy émi
Wy oyd.

Verse 30

napaminolov Adv. nearly, almost

Bavatog, ov m death

éleaw and fheew be merciful, show
kindness

uovog, m, ov only, alone

\mm, ng f grief, sorrow, pain

Ot 8L o Epyov Xprotod uéypor Bavdtov
flyyloev, mapoforevoduevos th Yuydi tva
AvamAnpwon 16 Yudv votépnua Tfig medg
Ue AELTOVPYLOG.

Perhaps meaning the sorrow of Epaphroditus's
death on top of the sorrow of his present
sufferings.

ox® Verb, aor act subj, 1 s &y

Verse 28

uexpL unto, as far as

Bavatog, ov m death

¢yylWCw approach, draw near

mopaforevoduevog  Verb, aor midd dep
ptc, m nom s jopoforevopat risk

Yuyn, ng f self, inmost being, life, 'soul’,
living being, person

dvomAnowon Verb, aor act subj, 3 s
dvaminpow complete the full measure
of, fill

votepnua, Tog n what is lacking

0movdaLoTépwe ovv Freppo adToOV (v
166vteg 0vTOV TEALY Yapfite kdyw
AAVTTOTEPOG M.

omovdatotepws  all the more eagerly; with
greater urgency
mewrtw send

"The lack was not in the gift itself, but in the
ministration of it. They were absent and could
not minister to the apostle; but Epaphroditus,
by his kind and assiduous attentions, fully
made up what was necessarily wanting on their
part." Eadie

"I.e. with the letter, as in Eph 6:22; Col 4:8;
Philemon 11 and perhaps also 2 Cor 9:3."
Lightfoot

Aettovpyla, ag f service

180vteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl 6paw
see

TaAlv - again, once more

yapfite  Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl xoLpw
rejoice, be glad

"The probability is, either that his attendance
on the apostle in Rome had exposed him in
some way or other to a dangerous malady, or
that, in his extreme haste to covey the
Philippian gift and tender personal service to
the prisoner, he had brought on an alarming
sickness during his journey." Eadie

Eadie provides evidence that Paul, almost
always puts waALv before the verb to which it
relates. Hence the sense is that they will
rejoice again.

kdyw a compound word = kal £yw

dlvmotepog, o, ov relieved of sorrow or
anxiety

® Verb, pres subj, 1's it

Verse 29

Day 543: Philippians 3:1-6

Verse 1

To howmdv, ddekgol pov, yoipete év
KVpiw. T0 aOTd YOdEeLy VULV £uol ugv ovk
OkvNEOV, vulv 8¢ dogaléc.

1p000¢e00e 0V adTOV &V Kvplm netd
Taong xopdg, kol ToUS TOLOVTOVS
gvrinovg Eyete,

Aourtog, 1, ov rest, remaining: (10)
houtov adv. finally, henceforth, from
now on

mpoodeyoual receive, welcome, accept

TOLOVTOG, OQUTY, OVTOV correlative pronoun
and adjective such, of such kind

évtinog, ov  valuable, honoured,
esteemed

"'and hold such in honour,' that is, such as
Epaphroditus. The more usual classic form of
expression is, évtiuag €xewv ... The class of
men Ol TOLOVTOL, of whom Epaphroditus is a
noted example, deserve the esteem and
gratitude of the church for their self-denying
and disinterested labours." Eadie

Many think that Paul begins his conclusion,
but then breaks into a new subject only to
resume his conclusion in 4:8. Fee disagrees
and suggests that the meaning here is not
'finally’ but 'as for the rest [of what needs to be
spoken to]." It marks "a transition to the final
matters to be taken up in the letter, not its
conclusion." Cf. 1 Thess 4:1; 2 Thess 3:1.

XaLpw rejoice, be glad; imperat used as a
greeting
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Lightfoot argues that the verb means 'Farewell'
but also carries with it the injunction to
rejoice. Fee, however, argues that this is a call
to rejoice and "serves as Paul's first antidote to
their being taken in by the possible
attractiveness of the Judaising option."

Verse 2

BMémete TOVG KUvAG, BAETETE TOVS KOKOVS
goydtog, PAEmeTe TV KOTATOUNV.

yoopw write

TO AVTO. Ypapery What are these 'same
things'? Lightfoot thinks the words introduce
what was intended to be a closing exhortation
against dissention, a topic needful to the
Phillipians and which chapter 2 had touched
on by way of exhortation to Christ-like
humility. Fee thinks that the reference is to the
warning and exhortation that follows and that
v.18, and the insistence that this repetition is
for their safety, provide confirmation for this
view.

"What Paul is about to repeat for their 'safety’'
begins with the threefold warning, 'look out
for,' expressed with powerful rhetoric, full of
invective and sarcasm against (apparently)
Jewish Christians who promote circumcision
among Gentile believers... Such people have
been 'dogging' him for over a decade, and as
the strong language of Gal 5:12 and 2 Cor
11:13-15 makes clear, he has long ago had it to
the bellyful with these 'servants of Satan' who
think of themselves as 'servants of Christ' (2
Cor 11:15,23)." Fee

guol Pronoun, dats &yw

oKvnpog, o, ov troublesome, irksome

doqolng, g safe, sure; safeguard;
definite; the facts

Verses 2-19

fretw see, beware of

Kvwv, kuvog m dog

kKokog, m, ov evil, bad, harm
goyatng, ov m labourer, workman

"Such people, Paul proffers, in trying to make
Gentiles submit to Torah do not work
'righteousness' at all, but evil." Fee

kototoun, ng f mutilation

Fee comments, "Given the frequency with
which Paul speaks to this issue in his letters,
one must assume that the arguments of the
Judaising faction had a surface attractiveness
to many, despite the (literally) painful
consequences if Gentiles were to submit. But
Paul appeals not to the physical pain, but to
historical and theological realities. Why the
Philippians should need to be warned again
against such 'rubbish' (v.8), and whether it is
related to teachings espoused by either of the
women in 4:2, are matters of conjecture.
Among the better guesses is that which sees a
relationship between the attractiveness of
'becoming Jewish' (a religio licita) and the
Philippians' present suffering at the hands of
fellow Roman citizens, because they were
followers of a Kyrios who had been executed
as a state criminal. Perhaps by embracing the
outward expressions of Jewish identity, they
could still belong to Christ but ward off some
of the opposition. In any case, and despite the
emotive language of v.2, there is little hint
either here or elsewhere in the letter that such
people are actually present in Philippi at the
time of this writing or that a serious threat is at
hand. After all, Paul's primary response takes
the form of personal narrative, not
argumentation as such; and not once does he
threaten them with the consequences of such
an action."

The term occurs here only in the NT. "The
cognate verb occurs in Lev 21:5 (LXX), which
prohibits priests (who 'serve' God) from
'cutting' their flesh as pagan priests did (cf. 1
Kings 18:28)." Fee. "The term justly
designates the men whose creed was, 'Except
ye be circumcised and keep the whole law of
Moses, ye cannot be saved.! Viewed in this
light, and as enforced for this end, it was only
a cutting, and so the apostle calls those who
make so much of it 'the slashers." Eadie
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"Traditionally, on the basis of centuries of
Protestant theology, it has been assumed that
they were putting forward Torah observance as
a way of getting right with God. But there is
serious doubt as to whether that would have
been their primary intent; after all, these
Gentiles are already believers in Christ, as are
all those upon whom the Judaisers urge
circumcision. Most likely, therefore, at issue
for them is Torah observance as evidence of
Gentiles' truly belonging to God's people and
therefore of their genuine obedience to Christ.
Nonetheless, even though their first interest is
in making Jews out of Gentiles, in the sense of
securing their place within the Abrahamic
covenant, Paul clearly sees through to the
ultimate theological consequences for those
who would capitulate — that it has the effect of
adding a plus factor to grace, and thus of
eliminating grace altogether by exchanging it
for boasting in 'one's flesh.' This in turn
explains why the following argument and
illustration from Paul's personal history takes
the form it does." Fee

Verse 3

Nuelg yap éouev 1 mepttowr, ol TVEUATL
0e0D hatpevovteg kol kavymuevol v
XpLot® ‘Incod kal ovk €v copki
memolfoTEC,

Of hatpevovteg Fee writes, "Paul's usage is
determined by the LXX, where it is used
almost exclusively to denote the Levitical
'service' in the temple cultus. Here it stands in
ironical contrast to v.2. 'Mutilation' is what
those who 'serve' in the temple cultus were
forbidden to do. Now, in contrast with the
'workers of iniquity' who are engaged in such
illegitimate 'service,' Paul says we are the true
circumcision, who 'serve' by the Spirit, over
against serving by the flesh. The verb,
therefore, is not the one for 'worship' in the
sense of what the congregation does together
as a gathered people, but represents the
'service' of God's people in terms of their
devotion to him as evidenced in the way they
live before him. Rather than offering such
service by 'cutting away the flesh,’ so as to be
identified with the people of God under the
former covenant, the true circumecision live (=
'serve') in Christ by the power of the Spirit.
Thus Paul has in view not external rite over
against internal 'spiritual' service, but two
ways of existing — in the 'flesh,' which he
understands as life centred in the creature as
over against God, or as the eschatologiocal
people of God, evidenced to be so by the Spirit
of God, through whom all life in the present is
now service and devotion to God."

kovyoouol boast, boast about

The emphatic NugLg responds to the challenge
concerning who are the true people of God.

mepttoun, ng f circumcision, those
circumcised

The expression encompasses Paul and the
Philippian church, including both Jews and
Gentiles. Cf. Gal 3:9,14; Rom 2:29; 1 Cor
7:19; Gal 5:2,6. Paul goes on to summarise
the true marks of the people of God under the
New Covenant.

Cf. Jer 9:23,24 and 1 Cor 1:31; 2 Cor 10:17.
"They gloried not in themselves, in anything
about themselves — not in circumcision or in
Abrahamic descent but in Christ Jesus, and in
Him alone — ... in His great condescension; His
birth and its wonders; His life and its
blessings; His death and its benefits; His
ascension and its pledges; His return and its
stupendous and permanent results." Eadie

AaTpegvw  serve, worship

00pE, oapkog £ flesh, physical body,
human nature

Many MSS read 0ew rather than 8eov (and p*
omits both). Metzger writes, "The singular
reading of p*® is to be explained as due to
accidental oversight, and the reading Bew
appears to be an emmendation introduced in
order to provide an object for Aatpevovieg (as
in Rom 1:9 and 2 Tim 1:3)."

Paul makes a play here on the word 0apg, cf.
Gal 3:2-3.

melbw persuade; perf trust, rely on, have
confidence, be confident

These are the marks of the true child of God:
service of God in/by the Spirit; glorying in
Christ Jesus (note the Trinitarian structure
here); placing no confidence in one's own
abilities.

Verse 4

kaimep ¢yw &wv memoldnowv kal v oapki.
el T1g dokel GAhog memoldéval €v oapk,
gyw ubAlov:

kowep though, although
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Introduces an implied conditional — "Though I
might ... " Paul is saying that if they (the
'mutilators) want to play that game then he,
Paul, can beat them on their home ground.

memoldnolg, ewg f confidence
dokew think, suppose

d\og, n, o another, other
memolBéval  Verb, perfact infin melbw
ualiov adv rather, instead

Verse 5

mepLtouf] OkTouepog, ¢k yévoug Topanh,
@uMfic Beviauiv, ‘EBpatog €€ ‘Efpatwv,
KaTd vouov dopLootog,

"For the dative tepitoun 'in respect of
circumcision' compare 2:7 oynuatL eVpedeLg"
Lightfoot

oktanuepog, ov  on the eighth day
yevog, ovg n family, race, people, nation
@uln, ng f tribe, nation, people

Benjamin was called the 'beloved of the Lord'
(Deut 33:12), gave Israel their first king and
was alone faithful to Judah. The Holy City
itself was in their territory. No Gentile
converts who submitted to the Torah could
ever claim like privileges.

'A Hebrew of the Hebrews' — "descended from
a long line of pure ancestry without any
accidental infusion on either side of foreign
blood." Eadie. Fee thinks the term sums up
the previous three — 'in every way a Hebrew.'

vouog, ov m law

"He thought himself, and others thought him,
without a flaw." Eadie. "Paul has no
'blemishes' on his record, as far as Torah
observance is concerned, which means that he
scupulously adhered to the pharisaic
interpretation of the Law, with its finely honed
regulations for sabbath observance, food laws
and ritual cleanliness. His former
blamelessness in these matters makes his
Christian pronouncements on these items all
the more telling." Fee.

Wright, in his commentary on Romans (New
Interpreter's Bible) comments on this verse:
"Presumably he [Paul] meant that, as a good
Jew, he regularly used the means of
forgiveness and purification that were on offer
in the Temple and the sacrificial cult and took
part in the great fasts and feasts through which
the devout Jew was assured of God's
forgiveness and favour. Thus at any moment
he was a Jew in good standing; not that he had
always done what Torah prescribed (we must
not suppose the pre-Christian Paul to have
been so ignorant of his own motivation and
behaviour), but that he had always repented
and sought God's forgiveness through the
appropriate methods. Torah, he might have
said, can show me that I am a sinner and can
also show me the way of forgiveness. We
must assume that someone who followed this
path would consider themselves 'blameless
according to the law." See on Romans 3:19-
20 for fuller notes on Wright's understanding
of Paul.

Cf. Acts 26:5. "The combined evidence of
Matt 23:15 and Acts 15:5 suggests that Jewish
Christians who came to Philippi to promote
Torah observance on the part of Gentiles
would most likely also belong to this sect."
Fee

Day 544: Philippians 3:7-11

Verses 7-11

Verse 6

katd CAog Stwkwv v ékkinotay, katd
SLKALOCUVIV TNV €V VOUW® YEVOUEVOS
GUEUTTTOG.

Cnhog, ov m, and ovg n zeal, jealousy
Olwkw persecute, seek
ékkAnowa, ag f congregation, church

An evidence of his former zeal for the law and
traditions of his fathers.

Fee suggests that these verses begin with the
theme of gain and loss, echoing earlier
language of the letter (1:21) before introducing
the main theme which is knowing Christ. The
theme of righteousness and the law (picking
up v.6) is then introduced against the
background of this foundational theme which
then returns to occupy the foreground in
vv.10-11. Paul's primary focus is on what it
means to know Christ.

dkatoovvn, g f righteousness
yevouevog Verb, aor ptc, mnom's YLvouoL
dueumrtog, ov blameless, faultless
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Secondly, Fee suggests, "Even though the
content differs considerably, both the linguistic
echoes and the general 'form' of the narrative
seem intentionally designed to recall the Christ
narrative in 2:6-11. While Christ did not
consider God-likeness to accrue to his own
advantage, but 'made himself nothing,' so Paul
now considers his former 'gain' as 'loss' for the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ. As
Christ was 'found' in human likeness,' Paul is
now 'found in Christ,' knowing whom means
to be 'conformed' (echoing the popen of a
slave, 2:7) to his death (2:8). Finally, as
Christ's humiliation was followed by God's
'glorious' vindication of him, so present
'suffering' for Christ's sake will be followed by
'glory' in the form of resurrection. As he has
appealed to the Philippians to do, Paul thus
exemplifies Christ's 'mindset,' embracing
suffering and death. This is what it means to
'know Christ,' to be 'found in him' by means of
his gift of righteousness; and as he was raised
and exalted to the highest place, so Paul and
the Philippian believers, because they are now
'conformed to Christ' in his death, will also be
'conformed' to his glory."

Verse 8

AMAG uevodvye kol fyodual wévta Tnuiov
glvar dud 10 Vmepéyov Thig Yvmoemg
Xp1otod "Incod 10D kvplov uov, die dv T
mdvto Enuuwony, kol fyoduot okdpoia
Tva XpLotov kepdriow

uevouvv and pevovvye rather, on the
contrary

AMO pevodvye kal 'not only so but what is
more' Fee

glvar  Verb, pres infin el

Vrepéyov  Verb, pres act ptc, n nom/acc s
vmepeyw be of more value than, be
better than, surpass

yvools, eog f knowledge, understanding

Verse 7

[BAAA] BTuva Ay ot képdn, Todto fynuot
ALt TOV XpLotov Cnuiav.

Fee thinks that the text without dAA is more
likely original but recognises that it is a tough
call.

ootig, Ntig, 6 v who, which, whoever,
whichever, whatever
kepdOg, OV n  gain

| The things he has listed in the previous verses.

fyeouar think, regard, consider

"While he cannot renounce — nor does he wish
to — what was given him by birth
(circumcision, being a member of Israel's race,
of the tribe of Benjamin, born of true Hebrew
stock), he does renounce them as grounds for
boasting, along with his achievement that
expressed his zeal for the Law. Hence the
significance of his use of the verb, 'T have
come to consider them as a loss,' rather than a
simple affirmation, 'what things were gain are
now loss."" Fee

tnwa, ag f loss

The transition from the plural, 'whatsoever
things', to the singular 'loss' carries the idea
that all these things put together amount to less
than nothing — they are loss.

"As v.10 will clarify, 'knowing Christ' does not
mean to have a head knowledge about him, but
to 'know him' personally (BAGD) and
relationally. Paul has thus taken up the Old
Testament theme of 'knowing God' and applied
it to Christ. It means to know him as children
and parent know each other, or wives and
husbands — knowledge that has to do with
personal experience and intimate relationship.
It is such knowledge that makes Christ 'trust-
worthy." The intimacy will be expressed in
v.10 in terms of 'participation in his sufferngs.'
In the light of such expansive language,
therefore, the object of his 'knowing' is not
simply 'Christ,' nor even 'Christ Jesus,' but
'Christ Jesus my Lord.'

"Here is the evidence of intimacy and
devotion. Paul regularly refers to Christ with
the full title and name, 'our Lord, Jesus Christ'";
only here does he reverse the order and
substitute the first person singular pronoun.
The 'Christ Jesus,' because of whom he gladly
considers all else to be loss, is none other than
'my Lord.' The reason for such devotion and
longing is not expressed here, but it rings forth
clearly in Gal 2:20, 'who loved me and gave
himself for me." This is not simply coming to
know the deity — it is that, of course — but even
more so, it is to know the one whose love for
Paul, expressed in the cross and in his arrest on
the Damascus road, has transformed the
former persecutor of the church into Christ's
'love slave,' whose lifelong ambition is to
'know him' in return, and to love him by loving
his people. There is something unfortunate
about a cerebral Christianity that 'knows' but
does not 'know' in this way." Fee

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 109: Page 7




Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 109: Philippians 2:19-3:16

"Is it not super-eminent knowledge to know
Him as the 'Christ,' not simply because He has
been anointed 'with the oil of gladness.' but
because we too 'have an unction from the Holy
One.' — to know him as 'Jesus,' not simply
because He wears our nature, but because we
feel His human heart throbbing in unison with
ours under trial and sorrow — to know Him as
Prophet, not simply because He is Light, but
because we are light in Him, — to know Him as
Priest, not simply because He has laid Himself
on the altar, but because the blood of
sprinkling is manifest upon our consciences, —
to know Him as 'Lord,' not simply because He
wears a crown and wields a sceptre, but
because we bow to His loving rule and gather
the spoils of the victory which He has won and
secured?" Eadie

OLKALOOUVY, NG see V.6

Paul picks up the theme of v. 6b.
"Circumcision — and all other forms of Torah
observance — means to 'boast’ in human
achievement; and its 'blamelessness' is
expressed in ways that count for nothing at all.
One is thus neither righteous in the sense of
being rightly related to God nor righteous in
the sense of living rightly as an expression of
that relationship." Fee

¢CnuLwbnv  Verb, aor pass indic, 1 s TnuLow
(only in pass) lose, suffer loss
okvpalov, ov n dung, garbage

rn

The term can mean 'refuse,’ "especially of the
kind that was thrown out for the dogs to forage
through. Although it could possibly mean
'dung' here, more likely Paul is taking a
passing shot at the 'dogs' in v.2." Fee

kepdaLvw gain, win

Verse 9

Kol eVped® év ovTd, un Exwv gunv
SLKALooVVNV TNV €k vOUoU AL TV dud
ntotewg Xprotod, v £k 0god
dikatoouvny émi Tff miote,

g0peb® Verb, aor pass subj, 1 s £0PLOKW

To be found in Christ now and in the day of
resurrection. Fee thinks that the primary
reference here is future though within the
context of Paul's 'already but not yet'
eschatological perspective. "On the other
hand, the modifying participial clause ("having
righteousness') is oriented toward the present,
as is the final purpose clause (vv. 10-11),
which is gramatically dependent on the present
clause... Paul uses his own story as the
paradigm for looking to the future on the basis
of the 'presence of the future' found in the
righteousness that Christ has provided. He
expects to 'gain Christ and be found in him' on
the day of Christ, precisely because this is
already his experience of Christ. Second,
where Paul is now 'found' — and expects to be
at the end — is 'in Christ." He now lives in
fellowship with Christ, who is both the source
of this new life and the sphere in which it is
lived."

€U0C, 1, OV 1st pers possessive adj my,
mine
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Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 109: Philippians 2:19-3:16

Eadie's comment on Paul's understanding of
righteousness is worth quoting. "This
righteousness — dikatoovvn — which the
apostle aspired to possess, is the only ground
of acceptance with God. In itself it is not un,
but of God — ¢k ®eov — as in His grace He
has provided it, so that it is said of us —
SLOLOVUEVOL dWPEEAV T AVTOV YaPELTL. Rom
3:24. 1t is wrought out by Christ, and in His
blood — év T aiuatt ovTov — Rom 5:9; or it
is OL0 TNG ATOMTPWOEWS NG €V XPLoTW
"Inoov. Rom 3:24. It becomes ours through
faith, being in one aspect 7Tt T1) TLOTEL, in
another 4100 TLOTEWC, and in another still, £k
motemws. Rom 5:1. And this connection of
faith is further described thus — AoyLZetau 1
TLOTLG €15 ALKOLOGVVNV; or, subjectively,
KOOOLQ TTLOTEVETAL €IS OLKALOOUVIV. Rom
10:10. Of the possessor of such righteousness
it may be said — dtkaLovToL TAPA TW OLw.
Gal 3:11. Christ obeyed the law for us, and for
us suffered its penalty, and the merit of this
obedience unto the death becomes ours, as
soon as we can say of ourselves, Kol TUELS €IS
Xptotov ‘Incovv €motevoouev. Gal 2:16.
He who was dd1kog becomes dLkaL0g, and
escapes that katakpluo which sin merits,
Rom 8:1, the dpyn ©gov — Rom 1:18; nay,
enjoys the benefit of redemption — TNV dipecLy
TV TAPOTTOUOTWY. Eph 1:7. When épya
TOV vouov — works of law, are disclaimed,
and faith is simply reposed on God — &7t TOV
dukatovta Tov doefn — guilt is cancelled,
acceptance is enjoyed, and such a change of
state entails a change of character: those in
whom the righteousness of the law is fulfilled,
'walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit.'
Rom 8:4. The sinner is not indeed held by any
legal fiction to be innocent. The entire process
implies his guilt, but he is no longer exposed
to the penalty; he is held, or dealt with, as a
righteous person, 'the eternal justice of Christ
Jesus being imputed to him.' (Hooker) And
the result is — 0Ug 8¢ £dLKALWOE, TOVTOVC
kot £€d0Eaoev. Rom 8:30. This
righteousness, divine in its origin, awful in its
medium, and fraught with such results, was the
essential element of Paul's religion, and the
distinctive tenet of Paul's theology."

There is considerable debate over whether the
genitive XpL0TOV here is subjective, 'through
Christ's [own] faith[fulness],' or objective
'through faith in Christ." Fee outlines the
debate and, while acknowleding that the
subjective genitive has some attractiveness in
that it would then refer back to the narrative in
2:6-8," concedes that the context demands the
objective genitive. He concludes, "Thus, as
usual in Paul, the contrast is between 'works'
and 'faith,' not so much referring to forensic
'justification' of those who have 'broken the
law' — but referring to the means to and
expression of one's relationship with God.
Such righteousness comes 'from God,' he
insists, in contrast to being 'my own'
predicated on the law. And it has been made
available through Christ, in whom Paul is now
'found' and in whom he 'boasts," hence it is
'through faith in Christ.""

€711 T1) TTLoTeL 'which is on the basis of faith'
cf. Acts 3:11. Eadie says this is a dative of
instrument.

Verse 10

ol yvOvaL adtov kal Ty dvvauy thg
avaotdoemg avtod kol [Thv] Kolvovioy
[T®V] Tobnudtwy avtod,
ovupoP@LLOUEVoOS T Bavdtw avtod,

yvdOval  Verb, aor act infin yLvwokw

"From this statement and the following
clauses, it is plain that this knowledge is that
of deep and deepening experience." Eadie
Fee thinks the first kol is epexegetic — the
sense is 'so that I may know him, that is, the
power of his resurrection and participation in
his sufferings.'

dvootaolg, ewg f resurrection

The resurrection is linked with the power of
the Spirit both in the sense of Christ himself
being raised in the power of the Spirit and in
that his resurrection life is conveyed to us by
the Spirit. To know the risen Christ is to know
something of the power of his resurrection life,
cf. 2 Cor 4:11.

moTLg, ewg f faith
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Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 109: Philippians 2:19-3:16

"Along with the gift of the eschatological
Spirit, it was the resurrection of Christ that
altered Paul's (and the early church's)
understanding of present existence — as both
'already' and 'not yet.' In Jewish eschatological
expectations these two events, above all,
would mark the beginning of God's final
wrapup. Very early on the church recognised
that the Resurrection (Christ's) had already set
the future in motion... In contrast to the
backward-looking Judaisers, Paul and the
Philippians live the life of the future by the
power of the (eschatological) Spirit of God
(v.3)." Fee

kowvovia, ac f fellowship, sharing in,
participation
mabnuoa, tog n suffering

el Twg kaTovTnow 'if so be I may attain'

This is the goal or aspiration to which all

outlined in the previous verses tends. The &l

twg which may appear to express uncertainty,

may:

i) Have the sense of 'in this way' i.e. the
resurrection is to be attained only through
the present path of suffering with Christ,
cf. Rom 8:17;

ii) Reflect uncertainty as to whether the final
state will be attained through resurrection
from the dead or transformation at the
parousia (cf. vv.20-21).

The future prize itself is not in doubt.

We must not lose sight of the context of Paul's
letter: both he and the Philippians were
suffering for the gospel. Furthermore, the
Judaisers were perhaps offering an option
which might enable the Philippians to avoid a
measure of suffering for Christ. "But Paul will
have none of that, precisely because from his
perspective any genuine knowing of Christ
means participation in his sufferings, since
only in such sufferings does one truly know
Christ — as 2:6-8 has made plain... Itis
difficult to imagine that Paul is not here
reflecting on the teaching of his Lord, that
those who follow Christ will likewise have to
'bear the cross' on behalf of others." Fee

¢Eavaotaolg, ewg f resurrection
veKpog, o, ov dead

Postscript

ovupopgLiouor take on the same form
as

Recalls the Christ narrative of 2:6-11.

Bavatog, ov m death

"If suffering and the temptation to become
religious were causing the dimming of such
vision for some in Philippi, in contemporary
Western (and much of the rest of the world)
culture the dimming is for different reasons,
more often connected with values related to
material gain. Paul's 'vision' seems to have the
better of it in every imaginable way; and a
common return to 'the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus our Lord' could go a
long way toward renewing the church for its
task in the post-modern world. Our lives must
be cruciform if they are to account for
anything at all; but that word is preceded by
the equally important one — the power of his
resurrection, which both enables us to live as
those marked by the cross and guarantees our
final glory." Fee

There can be no participation in Christ's
resurrection without participation also in his
death. "In all things Paul coveted conformity
to his Lord — even in suffering and death."
Eadie.

What he means is expounded by Paul in 2:6-
11. "Christian life is cruciform in character;
God's people, even as they live presently
through the power made available through
Christ's resurrection, are as their Lord forever
marked by the cross. The heavenly Lion, one
must never forget, is a slain Lamb (Rev 5:5-6)
... All of Christian life is stamped with the
divine imprint of the cross as we live out the
gospel in the present age, while we await the
hope of resurrection.” Fee

Day 545: Philippians 3:12-16

Verses 12-14

These verses should not be seen as starting a
new theme; they form part of Paul's continuing
argument. Fee argues, "In light of what has
just been said in vv 10-11, the 'goal' is not
'perfection’ but the eschatological conclusion
of present life, while the 'prize' is none other
than the final realisation of his lifelong passion
— the full 'knowing' of Christ. To this end, all
else is not only 'loss' and 'street garbage' (v.8)
but is to be 'forgotten' altogether."

Verse 11

Verse 12

el Twg katovthiow eig v EEavdotooLy
TNV €K VEKPDV.

Ovy 8t 1M Ehapov 1§ 1idn tetelelmuat,
duwkm ¢ €l kol kaToAdBw, Epe @ kal
kateAjupony vito Xptotod [ Inood].

KOTOVIOW come, arrive, reach, attain

161N adv now, already
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Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 109: Philippians 2:19-3:16

"In the verb éAafiov there is the idea of laying
hold of something before him that he had not
yet reached ... The figure of the race and its
prize rose up directly in the apostle's mind, and
as he is about to give it shape, other ideas
intrude themselves and claim a prior
expression; that is to say, what the apostle had
not yet attained to is what he has been
describing in the previous verses, but now
especially imagined to his mind as the prize
given to one who is victor in the race course.
In the first clause of the 13th verse the apostle
resumes the figure, and in a few vivid touches,
completes it." Eadie

"What he has not yet 'obtained' ... is the
eschatological realisation of the goal expressed
in vv. 10-11, the kind of knowing Christ that
will be his only when he has 'attained unto the
resurrection from the dead' — or its equivalent,
as vv.20-21 clarify." Fee

Verse 13

adehgoi, ¢yw fuovtdov oV AoyiCouo
katetkngéval: gv 8¢, o uev omiow
gmhovOavduevog totg 8¢ Eumpoodev
gmekTeLvOUEVOoC,

guovtOV  Pronoun, acc s €uOVTOU

Many MSS read 06510 rather than ov.
Metzger comments, "The reading o0, which is
simply supported, appears to have been
changed to oUW by copyists who considered
Paul to be too modest in his protestations."

hoywCouar reckon, count, suppose
katelAngéval  Verb, perf act infin
KoTolaupovem

N or

Some Western MSS read éAafov 1 1161
dedikatwpor 1 101 teteherwuat. This
would seem to be a gloss by a "pious copyist
who imagined that the Divine side of
sanctification was left too much out of sight."
Kennedy

"self-complacency was no feature of the
apostle's character ... He viewed not so much
the progress made as the progress still to be
made — surveyed rather the distance before
him — between him and the goal, than the
space that now lay behind him — between him
and the starting point." Eadie

There is some difference in versification here.
Some versions begin v.14 with £€v d¢

tetelelwpol  Verb, perf pass indic, 1 s
tedetow make perfect, complete

elg, wa, €V one
omow behind
é¢mhavOavouor forget, neglect

The focus is not so much on perfection as
reaching the goal.

olwkw seek after, pursue

| The intense action of the runner in a stadium.

Katohdfw Verb, aor act subj, 1 s
koataloupavw obtain, attain

kateAjugOnv  Verb, aor pass indic, 1 s
KOToAOUPAvVW

"He means to say, not merely that he pursues a
certain course of action because he has been
converted, but because this course of action is
in unison with the purpose of his conversion."
Eadie.

"While Paul is indeed pursuing the
eschatological goal with all his might, that is
only because Christ was there first, pursuing
him as it were, and 'apprehending' him so as to
make Paul one of his own. Paul's point, as
always, is that Christ's work is the prior one,
and that all his own effort is simply in
response to, and for the sake of, that prior
'apprehension' of him by 'Christ Jesus my
Lord." Fee

"Paul as a runner who 'pays no attention to the
things that are behind' is probably a parting
shot at what some of the Philippians might
now be finding attractive. By 'pursuing' Torah
obsevance as 'advancement,' they would in fact
be after the very things Paul has gladly put
behind him as refuse. In any case, as the rest
of the analogy makes clear, the present accent
is on 'straining toward what is ahead." Fee.
Eadie thinks the reference is to past Christian
attainments — though we could extend it to
include past Christian failures. He says, "In
his Christian course he did not repose on
memories. What had been gained was only an
encitement to further progress."

éumpoobev  before, ahead, in front
émektervoual  stretch towards, reach for

Verse 14

KaTO 0koTTOV dLwkw el TO Bpofelov Thg
Gvw khjogwg tol 0e0d év XpLotd ‘Incod.

okomog, ov m goal (kata o.) toward the
goal

The noun okomOg is used in the LXX for a
Hebrew word denoting the point (or target) at
which an archer aims (Job 16:12,13; Lam
3:12).

OLWKkw see v.12
Bpafewov, ov n prize
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| Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 109: Philippians 2:19-3:16

| The coveted crown — the incorruptible crown. |

dvw from above

kAnoig, ewg f call, calling

Cf. kAnoewg ¢rovpaviov uetoyol Heb 3:1.
Of ¢eig 10 Bpapetov tiig dvw kKMjoswg Toh
0eoD év XpLot® 'Inood Fee comments on
the series of genitive qualifiers that their
"sense is easier to sort out than its grammar.
Whatever names we may give to his genitives,
Paul intends the following relationships: First,
God has 'called' Paul to himself, which will
culminate in glory; second, that call, which
began at his conversion, is 'heavenward' in
terms of its final goal; third, God's call found
its historical and experiential locus 'in Christ
Jesus'; and fourth, at the end of the race Paul
will gain the prize, the tangible evidence that
the goal of God's call has been reached."

Verse 15

OooL 00V Télelot, ToDTO PPOVOdUEV: Kkal €]
TL £T€pWG PPOVELTE, Kol ToDT0 O B0 VULV
ATTOKAAVPEL*

Paul now turns to application to the situation at
Philippi. Paul uses the first person plural
rather than the second — it is application and
appeal rather than polemic. He is urging them
to join him in following.

600¢, 1, ov as much as; pl. as many as
TEAELOG, O, OV perfect, mature

A play on words, cf. v.12. Grown men, those
who have put away childish things (cf. 1 Cor
13:10-12). Eadie says that Paul "elsewhere
speaks of two classes in the church — "babes
and perfect men." 1 Cor 2:6; Eph 4:12,13;
Heb 5:13,14. The terms vnmiog and TeAELOG
are in contrast. See also 1 Cor 14:20."

@povew think, have in mind

Looks back to 2:5. A renewed appeal to a
certain mindset — the mindset of Christ.

¢tepwe  otherwise, differently

artokahvper Verb, fut act indic, 3 s
arokolurttw reveal, make known

"The meaning of the apostle is that God, by
revealing the difference and showing the fault
of it, would remove it." Eadie

Verse 16
T elg O épBdoauey, T@® 0VTY OTOLYELV.
mAnv nevertheless, however

'whether you see all things fully my way or

not.'

¢pOdoapev  Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl @Bavw
reach, come to

otolxew walk, conduct oneself

'let us live up to what we have already come to
(an understanding of)' cf previous verse. "He
who employs what he has, prepares himself for
further gifts." Eadie
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