Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 114: Ephesians 4:25-5:33

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 114 — Ephesians 4:25-5:33

Day 566: Ephesians 4:25-32

4:25 ff.

O'Brian argues that 4:25-5:2 is one unit of
paranesis containing a series of exhortatory
sentences providing rules for the conduct of
daily life. Stott says that when prisoners are
released from custody they throw off their
prison clothes and must also abandon their
former conduct. "So also with the Christian.
Since by a new creation we have put off the
old humanity and put on the new, we must also
put away the old standards and adopt new
ones. Our new role will mean new clothing,
our new life a new ethical lifestyle."

Cf. Zech 8:16. Picking up themes from the
chapter regarding the community of God's
people and the character of God's new city.
"What is predicated of the eschatological
future of God's people in terms of new
Jerusalem language in the Old Testament
passage is picked up by Paul in relation to the
'new person', God's new community in Christ,
upon whom the ends of the ages have come.
The salvation-historical and typological
connections between the two communities, and
thus the accompanying practical exhortations,
are patent." O'Brian

Verse 25

ALO drtobépevol O Pebddog hadelte
aMiferav €kaotog petd tod tnoiov
avtod, 8t éoutv AAAGAOV uéhn.

AMMAwV, OLg, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

uwéAn Noun, nom/acc pl uerog, ovg n
member, bodily part

Verse 26

dwo therefore, for this reason
dmoBéuevor  Verb, 2 aor midd ptc, m nom pl
dmotOnuL  see v.22

0pYiteobe kal un Guoptdvete: O fALog un
EmLOVETW £l [TO] TOPOPYLOURD VUDV,

opywLouor be furious, be angry
auaptovw  sin, commit sin

"There are conscious links with the preceding
paragraph: the verb 'put off' has already been
used in v.22 with reference to laying aside the
old person, while the key notion of 'truth' is
picked up from the concluding phrase of v.24
(cf. vv. 15,21). The readers had been taught to
put aside the 'old person' which was being
corrupted by deceitful desires (v.22). Let them
now 'put off' all falsehood, which characterised
their old manner of life with its harmful and
deceitful ways." O'Brian

Cf. Ps. 4:4. The force is 'if you are angry do
not sin' or 'in your anger do not sin'. Cf. Jas
1:19-20.

Nhog, ov m the sun
g¢mdvw  set (of the sun)
TOPOPYLOUOG, OV m  anger

A proverbial saying. Paul places this
constraint on anger to prevent it degenerating
into sin.

Pevdog, ovg n lie, untruth
hodew speak, talk
aknBeva, ag f seev.24

Verse 27

unde didote TOTOV TY SLOLONW.

"They have put on 'the new person' which has
been created in God's likeness. Accordingly,
the truth, which comes from God himself
(v.24) and is found in Jesus (v.21), should be
the distinguishing mark of their speech."
O'Brian

unde negative particle nor, and not
ToT0g, ov m place, opportunity
dlaporog, ov m the devil

'Do not give the devil a chance to exert his
influence.! Cf. Rom 19:19.

£K00TOG, 1, OV each, every
mhnolov i) prep with gen near; ii) 6 m.
neighbour, fellow man.

Verses 26-27 provide an example of the
spiritual warfare that is to be waged by the
Christian.

Verse 28

O KAMETTOV UNKETL KAETTETW, UGANOV O
Komdtw £pyalouevog talg [idlog] xepoiv
TO AyaBov, Tva Exn uetaddovar T@ ypeiov
gyovrL.

Khemtw steal
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"Some have argued that stealing is mentioned
here in Ephesians simply because it was a
traditional topic in parenetic material. But it is
likely that this exhortation informs us about
the kind of people who became Christians in
the first century, not least in Asia Minor, and
indicates 'how difficult they found it to break
away from the ethical norms of the society
from which they had been converted." O'Brian

oikodoun, ng f upbuilding,
encouragement

xpewa, ag f need, want

0@ Verb, aor act subj, 3 s dLdwUL

x0pLg, 1tog f grace

Verse 30

unketL no longer
ualiov rather, instead
komLow work, work
g¢oyaloual work, do

kol un Avmette 10 mvedua tO dylov tod
00D, év © éogpayiodnte eig uépov
ATONVTPWOEWG.

A motivation for the preceding exhortations.

Aumew pain, grieve

"Paul supported his missionary activity
through his work as an artisan, making tents
from leather, and he exhorted his
congregations to work with their hands as well
(1 Thess 4:11,12; 2 Thess 3:6-12)." O'Brian

idlog, o, ov one's own

There are numerous textual variants for this
brief clause talg [16l01g] xeEOLV TO dyabOV
involving both word order and the omission of
{dLaug (also replaced in a couple of MSS by
avTOoU).

xeLp, xewpog f hand

ayabog, 1, ov good, useful, fitting

uetadLdovoL  Verb, pres act infin
uetaddwwL share, give, impart

xpewa, ag f need, want

A transformed life: in place of taking from
others, giving to others.

Verse 29

1105 Myog oampog ¢k Tol oTOUATOg VUMDV
un ékmopevécbw, A €l Tig dyabodg mpog
otkodownv Tfig ypetag, Tva d® xdorv Tolg
dkovovoLy.

Cf. Is 63:10. "In Isaiah 63, which looks back
to the exodus, Yahweh is presented as the
Saviour of Israel, who redeemed his people
from Egypt, brought them into a covenant
relationship with himself, led them by his own
personal presence (i.e., his Holy Spirit)
through the wilderness, and gave them rest.
For its part, Israel the covenant people had
rebelled against the Lord 'and grieved his Holy
Spirit' (v.10). In Ephesians Paul addresses the
new covenant community, 'the one new man'
(2:15) comprising Jews and Gentiles who have
been redeemed (1:7) and reconciled to God
through the cross of Christ (2:14-18). They
have become a holy temple in the Lord, the
place where God himself dwells by his Spirit
(2:21,22). Using the language of Isaiah 63:10,
Paul issues a warning to this new community
not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 'as Israel
had done' in the wilderness (cf. 1 Cor 10:1-
11), the more so since they have been sealed
by that same Holy Spirit until the day of
redemption (4:30)... Anything incompatible
with the unity or purity of the church is
inconsistent with the Spirit's own nature and
therefore grieves him." O'Brian

"Believers are to achieve what is good with
their mouths as well as with their hands, and
this good is described in terms of what is
beneficial to others." O'Brian

oampPog, o, ov bad, rotten, harmful

goppayiobnte  Verb, aor pass indic, 2 pl
oppaylllw seal, secure with a seal;
mark with a seal

AmolvTpwolg, ewg f redemption,
deliverance

Language that is 'harmful' or 'unwholesome'.
"What is prohibited, then, is harmful speech of
any kind (cf. Col 3:8; Eph 5:4), whether it be
abusive language, vulgar speech, or slander
and contemptuous talk. Lips given to this kind
of utterance not only defile the speaker (Matt
15:11) but are also destructive of communal
life. Our Lord had already warned that people
would have to render account on the final day
for every careless word they speak (Matt
12:36)." O'Brian

"By sealing believers with his Spirit, whether
Gentile or Jewish, God has stamped them with
his own character and guaranteed to protect
them (see on 1:13) until he takes final
possession of them on 'the day of redemption'.
How ungrateful would they be if they now
behave in a manner which grieves the very
Spirit by whom they have been marked as
God's own." O'Brian

otoua, Tog n mouth
£KITOPEVOUOL  gO or come out
dyabog, 1, ov good, useful
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Verse 31

mloa mkpta kol Ovpog kol dpyr kol
koowyT kol fracenuic doditw dgpes Dudv
ovv mdon kakiq.

mikpLa, ag f bitterness, spite, bitter
feeling

Buuog, ov m anger, rage, fury

opyn, ng f wrath, anger

koovyn, ng f shout, cry

Proopnuia, ag f slander, blasphemy

"Paul's list appears to be climactic, progressing
from an inner resentful attitude, through its
indignant outburst and seething rage, to public
shouting and abusive language or cursing.
Although v.26 recognises that in exceptional
circumsatances one may be angry without
sinning, so great are the dangers of this
passion that on all other occasions it is to be
rooted out comprehensively." O'Brian

apbvtw  Verb, aor pass imperat, 3 s aipw
take away, set aside, raise
kokla, og evil, wickedness

Verse 32

viveoOe [62] elg dAAMilovg yonotot,
gvomhayyvol, yooLLouevol £avtots kabwg
kai O 0e0g £v XpLoTd €x0ptoato VUlv.

|Cf. Col 3:12-13.

AMMAwV, OLg, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

xoNnotog, mn, ov kind, loving, good,
merciful

gvomhayyvog, ov tender-hearted, kind

| Sympathetic to the needs of others.

xopltonat give, be gracious to, forgive
govtog, €avtn, Eavtov him/herfitself

"This statement is part of the New Testament's
'conformity' pattern, in which God or Christ's
saving activity, especially Christ's sacrifice on
the cross, is set forth as a paradigm of the
lifestyle to which believers are to 'conform'.
The introductory 'just as also' has both
comparitive and causal force (cf. 5:2, 25, 29):
what God has done 'in Christ' for believers,
which has been so fully set forth in chapters 1-
3, provides both the paradigm of and the
grounds for their behaviour. Here God's
forgiveness of them is the model of their
forgiveness of one another." O'Brian

Day 567: Ephesians 5:1-5

Verse 1

yiveoOe oDv puntol tod 0eod, dg Tékva
ayomntd,

Summerises the preceding admonitions of
4:25-32.

unIng, ov m imitator
tekvov, ov n child; pl descendants
dyomnrtog, 1, ov beloved

The basis on which the demand to be imitators
is made — they should reproduce the family
likeness.

This is the only NT reference to being
imitators of God, though cf. Lk 6:35-36; Matt
5:44-48.

Verse 2

kol epuotelte év dydmn, kabwg kai O
XpLotog fydmnoey fudc kol mapidwkev
£0VTOV VITEP NUODV TPOTPOPHV Kal Buotav
™0 0ed elg douv eDwdLOC.

The particular aspect of imitation is now
defined more specifically.

meputatew walk, walk about, live

|CF. 4:1,17 also 5:8,15.

dyomow love, show love for
mopaddwut hand over, deliver up

Cf. Gal 2:20. "The model and ground for their
living a /ife of love is Christ's love and
sacrificial offering of himself... Costly,
sacrificial love, then, is to characterise
believers in their relationships with one
another." O'Brian

mpoogopa, o f offering, sacrifice
Bvoia, og f sacrifice, victim

ooun, ng f fragrance

evwdla, ag f sweet smell, fragrant aroma

Cf. Ps 40:6 (LXX 39:7). The phrase indicates
that the offering is well pleasing to God — as is
our service when following Christ.

Verse 3

mopveia 8¢ kal dkabapota Tdoa §
mheoveEia unde dvouoléobm &v vulv,
kabwg mEémel Gytolg,

"Paul begins a fresh series of warnings against
behaviour that is completely alien to a
Christian lifestyle, returning to the contrast
between the Christian community and
outsiders found in the earlier exhortatory
material of 4:17-24." O'Brian

mopvela, ag f sexual immorality

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 114: Page 3



Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 114: Ephesians 4:25-5:33

"The term denotes any kind of illegitimate
sexual intercourse, especially adultery and
sexual relations with prostitutes. One who
surrenders to sexual immorality indicates
ultimately that he or she has broken from God.
In contrast to the loose living that prevailed in
the Hellenistic world, New Testament (and in
particular Pauline) teaching required
unconditional obedience to the prohibition
against 'fornication' (note Paul's warnings to
the Corinthians: 1 Cor 5:1; 6:12-20; 7:2; 10:8;
2 Cor 12:21)." O'Brian

Verse 5

tolto Yyap tote yivwokovieg Ot mhig
ndpvog 1} dkdbaptog N mheovéktng, O
£0TLV eldwAoAdTENG, OVK ExEL
kAnpovoutav év tfi factheiq 100 XpLotod
kal Beod.

{ote  Verb, indic or imperat 2 pl 0ido (verb
perf in form but with present meaning)
know, understand

akobapora, ag f impurity, immorality
1 or

mieoveEla, ac f greed, covetousness
unoe see 4:27

| Here has the force, 'not even'.

ovopolw name, call; pass be known
mpemel impers verb it is fitting, it is proper

"The opening words of the Greek are an
unusual periphrastic construction, though the
general sense is clear enough. They may be
taken as an imperative and rendered, 'be sure
of this' (NRSV; lit. 'know, knowing'), or as an
indicative and interpreted as an affirmation,
For of this you can be sure (lit. 'you know,
knowing'). Either way Paul is drawing
attention to a certainty: persistent sinners are
excluded from God's kingdom." O'Brian

| They are called to be a holy people.

Verse 4

Kol aloypoTng kol wwpoloyio 1
gVTpOmeria, & ovk dviikev, GAAG ubilov
g0yapLoTiaL.

Topvog, ov m man who practices sexual
immorality

dkobaptog, ov  unclean

TTAEOVEKTNG, OV m one who is grasping or
greedy

gldwhohatpong, ov m idolater

aloypotng, nrog f indecent behaviour

In context here means disgraceful speech,
obscenity.

uwporoyia, ag f foolish talk

The root meaning is wittiness or jesting. The
meaning here is therefore something like
'coarse joking'

"Along with greed for riches and power,
sexual lust is an idolatrous obsession; it places
self-gratification or another person at the
centre of one's existence, and thus is the
worship of the creature rather than the Creator
(Rom 1:25)." O'Brian

kAnpovouta, ag f inheritance, what is
promised

evTpomehla, ag f vulgar or dirty talk

All three of these terms appear here only in the
New Testament. "All three terms refer to a
dirty mind expressing itself in vulgar
conversation. This kind of language must be
avoided as utterly inappropriate among those
whom God has set apart as holy." O'Brian

avficev  Verb, pres act ptc, n nom/acc s
dvnker impers. verb it is proper, right

woAlov see 4:28

gvyapLotia, og f thanksgiving

"'Whereas sexual impurity and covetousness
both express self-centred acquisitiveness,
thanksgiving is the exact opposite, and so the
antidote required; it is the recognition of God's
generosity' (Houlden). Thanksgiving is almost
a synonymn for the Christian life. It is the
response of gratitude to God's saving activity
in creation and redemption, and thus a
recognition that he is the ultimate source of
every blessing." O'Brian

"There is a tendency in Paul's letters to
distinguish two phases of the heavenly
kingdom, reserving the expression 'the
kingdom of God' for its future and eternal
aspect (1 Cor 6:9, 10; 15:50; Gal 5:21), while
'the kingdom of Christ' denotes the present
phase of God's rule (1 Cor 15:24; Col 1:13; cf
also Eph 2:6; 2 Tim 4:1,18), which is destined
to merge with the future. So in 1 Corinthians
15:24 Christ, after reigning until all things are
put under his feet, delivers up the kingdom to
God the Father. Thus the double formulation,
the kingdom of Christ and of God signifies the
divine kingdom in both its present and future
aspects, from which those who have given
themselves over to immorality, impurity and
greed are excluded." O'Brian
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Day 568: Ephesians 5:6-14

Verse 6

Mndeic Dudg dmatdtm kevolg Adyolg, dud
tadta yap Epxetar 1 dpyr tod Oeod £mi
TOVE VioVg Thg dmeldeiag.

unoeLg, undeuta, undev no one, nothing
dmotow deceive, lead astray

"It is all too easy for believers to be influenced
by the surrounding world and to succumb to its
ways of thinking and behaving. The result is
that what is acceptable to the culture of the day
becomes acceptable to the church. This is
particularly true in contemporary Western
society in the area of sexual morality."

O'Brian

Kevog, 1, ov empty, to no purpose,
senseless

opyn, ng f wrath, anger

amedelo, ag f disobedience

"Surprisingly, the readers are not presented
simply as having been in the realm of darkness
and being now in the sphere of light, although
this would have been true enough (cf. John
8:12; 1 Pet 2:9; 1 John 1:5-7; 2:9). It is not
their environment or the surroundings in which
they and the rest of humanity live that is in
view. Rather, they themselves were once
darkness, but now they are light in the Lord.
Those ruled by the dominion of darkness or of
light represent that dominion in their own
persons. So, when they were converted, it was
their lives, not their surroundings, that were
changed from darkness to light. This radical
transformation had taken place in the Lord.

He is the one who has made the decisive
difference, and it is through their union with
him that they have entered a new dominion
and become /ight." O'Brian

viovg Tfig dmeldeiag people whose lives are
characterised by disobedience.

Verse 7

Tekvov, ov n child
meputatew walk, walk about, live

Verse 9

un 0OV yiveoBe ouupétoxol otV

- 0 yap kapmog ol QeToOg £V Ao
AyaBwovn kol dikatoovvy kol aindeiq -

ovuueToyog, ov sharer, participant

kopog, ov m fruit, harvest, outcome

This is not prohibiting contact but rather
partnership in their activities. To share in their
lifestyle is to share in their fate.

In contrast with the 'unfruitful works of
darkness' v.11.

Verse 8

Several MSS (including p*® D° W 88 104) read
'fruit of the Spirit', which appears to have been
influenced by Gal 5:22.

nte yapo mote okdtog, viv 8¢ gidg év
KVPIW* O TEKVA QWTOG TTEOUTATETTE

dyabwovvn, ng f goodness

Can also carry the sense, 'generosity'.

moté enclitic particle once, formerly, at
one time

0KoTOg, ovg n darkness, evil

Qws, pwtog n light

dkatoovvn, ng f righteousness
anBewa, ag f truth, reality

Verse 10

"In Ephesians darkness represents ignorance,
error, and evil (cf. 4:18), and in particular
comes to signify immorality as the way of life
of those who are separated from God. Light,
on the other hand, stands for truth, knowledge
(cf. 1:18), and now holiness, all of which come
from God.

dokudLovteg Tt 0TIV EVAPEOTOV T
Kkvplw:

dokiualw test, prove, discern
gvapeoTog, ov  acceptable, pleasing

The Christians' overarching goal is to please
Christ in all circumstances (cf. Rom 12:2;
14:18; 2 Cor 5:9; Phil 4:18; Col 3:20).

Verse 11

Kol w1 ovykolvmvelte Tolg £pyolg Tolg
akdpmorg 10D okdtovg, pdhhov &¢ kal
ENEYYETE,

ovykowvwvew take part in, participate in
dkopmog, ov  barren, unfruitful
OKOTOG, OV  see V.8

The people that carry out these actions are
described as darkness, cf. v.8.

ualiov adv more; rather, instead
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éheyyw show (someone his) fault, convince
(someone of his) error

Verse 14

"Since the object of this reproving activity,
both here and in v.13, is the 'unfruitful works'
rather than the people themselves, it is
preferable to understand the verb in the sense
of 'bringing to light or exposing' these deeds,
rather than convincing or convicting those
engaged in such activities. Both the flow of
the argument and the context of darkness
suggest that the fruitless deeds which are
exposed are the sins of unbelievers. The
conduct of the children of light will shine as a
beacon to others, revealing evil deeds for what
they are. To interpret the verb along these
lines of exposing sin for what it is does not
imply that Christians should remain silent or
fail to speak out against evil. But the
particular point being made here is that of
living a godly lifestyle and showing evil to be
evil." O'Brian

7OV YA TO PAVEPOVUEVOV YOS E0TLV. dLO
Aévyel, "Eyelpe, 6 kabeudwv, kai dvdota ék
TOV VEKPDV, Kol EmLpadoeL ool O
XpLotdg.

Verse 12

T YAP KOVQT Yivoueva Uite adTdv
aloypdv ¢otLv koi AéyeLv:

koven adv in secret, secretly
aloypog, o, ov disgraceful, shameful

The ka has the force 'it is shameful even to
speak of them' i.e. let alone do them.

Verse 13

"Paul's language is compressed, but the logic
appears to be that the light not only exposes; it
also transforms (cf. 2 Cor 4:6). The disclosure
of people's sins effected through believers'
lives enables men and women to see the nature
of their deeds. Some abandon the darkness of
sin and respond to the light so that they
become light themselves. This understanding
is confirmed by v.8, which speaks of the
transformation that had taken place in the
readers' experience, and by the confession of
v.14b. Furthermore, it is in line with John
3:19-21, which refers, on the one hand, to the
failure of a person in darkness to come to the
light, lest his or her deeds be exposed, and, on
the other hand, of the person who does the
truth and comes to the light in order that his or
her deeds might be revealed for what they are.
J.B. Phillips's oft quoted rendering brings the
force of v.14a out well: 'It is even possible
(after all it happened to you!) for light to turn
the thing it shines upon into light also'. The
light thus has a trofold effect on the prevailing
darkness: it makes visible and transforms."
O'Brian

T 8¢ mdvta Eheyydueva VITd 100 PWTOC
gavepoltat,

poavepow make evident

oLo therefore, for this reason

gyelpw  raise

kaBevdw sleep, be dead

aviotnul rise, stand up, come back to life

veEKPog, o, ov dead

émupavoel, Verb, fut act indic, 3s
¢mBavokw shine (on), give light (to)

These words could reflect Is 60:1,2 and
perhaps also Is 26:19. However, "Most recent
scholars reject the notion that v. 14b is an
altered quotation from the Old Testament, and
prefer to understand it as a fragment of an
early Christian hymn that was originally
associated with baptism. The readers would
be reminded of the summons to awake and of
the promise they received at their baptism. As
a result, they are now urged to live in the light
of that life-changing experience." O'Brian.
O'Brian follows Maritz in thinking that this is
an early Christian hymn (perhaps even of
Paul's own composition) but that it is
influenced by, or based on the Isaiah passages
— not just the bare verses themselves but their
contexts.
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"Paul adopts no defeatist attitude towards the
society around him. Christ is the light who has
summoned the readers to wake up and rise
from the dead. He has shone upon them so
that they have become light in the Lord. As
children of light their lives are to shine as a
beacon, exposing the darkness around for what
it really is. Some who sit in darkness may be
attracted to the light and even choose to enter
it." O'Brian

Day 569: Ephesians 5:15-21

Verses 15-21

A summary climax of the parenesis of chapters
4-6. "The passage further explains what it
means to live a life worthy of the calling you
have received (4:1), the opening admonition
and 'topic sentence' of the lengthy exhortatory
material that extends from 4:1 to 6:9... The
first exhortation, Be careful, then, how you live
(v. 15), which stands like a heading, is
explained by three antitheses, 'not ... but', in
the following clauses: (i) not as unwise, but as
wise (v.15b); (ii) not foolish, but
understanding the Lord's will (v.17); (iii) not
drunk with wine, but filled by the Spirit
(v.18)." O'Brian

"The notion that 'the days are evil' appears to
be similar to the idea of 'this present evil age'
in Galatians 1:4 (cf. 'the evi/ day', Eph 6:13).
These 'evil' days are under the control of the
prince of the power of the air (Eph 2:2), who is
opposed to God and his purposes. He
exercises effective and compelling authority
over men and women outside of Christ,
keeping them in terrible bondage (2:1-3). But
the Ephesian Christians have already
participated in the world to come, the powers
of the new age have broken in upon them, and
they have become 'light in the Lord' (5:8).
Although they live in the midst of these evil
days as they await their final redemption, they
are neither to avoid them nor to fear them.
Rather, they are to live wisely, taking
advantage of every opportunity in this fallen
world to conduct themselves in a manner that
is pleasing to God." O'Brian

Verse 17

1 tolto wn yiveoOes dgppoveg, GANN
ovviete Tl 10 Béhnuo Tod kvplov.

agppwv, ov gen ovog fool, foolish,
senseless, ignorant

Verse 15

Like the call to be wise (v.15), this term also
has its roots in the wisdom tradition of the Old
Testament.

BAémete o0V AKOLBOC TOC TEQUTOTELTE, U1
g doogot ks Mg cogol,

ovvinu and ovviw understand,
comprehend
Belnua, atog n will, wish, desire

Premw see, beware of, see that
adkpupwg accurately, with care

"Although some texts read Twg dkELP®S, so
associating 'carefully' with 'walking' rather
than 'watching', the external evidence favours
dkpLpwe wg, with the adverb modifying the
watching." O'Brian

JLEQLITATEW  see V.8
doogog, ov senseless, foolish

On wisdom, cf. 1:8-9, 17-19; 3:10. To be
'wise' is to understand God's plan of salvation
in Christ and to live in conformity with it.

00Qog, M, OV wise, experienced

Verse 16

£Eayopalouevor TOV kaLpdv, OtL al uépat
ToVNEAL EloLv.

£Eayopalw redeem; midd make the most
of

KoLpog, ov m time

movnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

"In our contemporary context, the 'Lord's will'
is frequently understood by Christians to refer
to matters of personal guidance, and thus to
God's immediate plans for their future. But the
divine will in the Pauline letters, particularly in
Ephesians, has a different focus, without
neglecting the personal dimension. The 'will
of God' is closely related to, even identified
with, God's gracious saving plan and, as a
significant element of this, the formation of a
people into the likeness of Christ who will be
pure and blameless on the final day. These
priorities are presupposed in the apostolic
injunction of v.17. The contemporary
preoccupation with personal guidance is
wrongly directed if it is not understood first of
all within this framework of God's gracious
saving purposes for his world. Personalised
concerns about 'guidance' may, in fact, be
evidence of a fo/ly which stands in contrast to,
and needs to be corrected by, a true
understanding of the Lord's will." O'Brian
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Verse 18

Kol un uebvokeode olvw, év § oty
dowtio, GANY TAnpolobe €v vevuoTt,

uebvokouar get drunk
olvog, ov m wine

Cf. Prov 23:31. Drunkenness epitomises the
ways of darkness (cf. 1 Thess 5:6-8; Rom
13:12,13) and may also have formed part of
pagan religious practices at Ephesus. It leads
to sexual excess and debauchery.

dowtwa, ag f dissipation, reckless living
minpow fill, make full

Note the continuous present tense — 'go on
being filled'.

"There is no greater secret of holiness than the
infilling of him whose very nature and name
are 'holy' ... Excessive alcohol dehumanises,
turning a human into a beast, the fulness of the
Spirit makes us more human, for he makes us
like Christ." Stott

O'Brian argues that syntactically the phrase
means 'be filled by the Spirit' rather than with
the Spirit; "the content of the filling is not
specifically mentioned." However, in the light
of earlier references to 'fulness' in Ephesians
1:23; 3:19 and 4:13 he concludes "that the
content with which believers have been (are
now being) filled is the fulness of (the triune)
God or of Christ... To be admonished, 'Be
filled by the Spirit', then, means that Paul's
readers are urged to let the Spirit change them
more and more into the image of God and
Christ."

Verse 19

AohoDvieg eavtolg [év] Yool kai
Duvolg kol Mdalg mvevpatikols, doovteg
kol Pdalovteg T kapdig YUdV TG Kupiw,

Verses 18-21 form one long sentence with five
participals modifying the imperative 'be filled
with the Spirit." "Spirit-filled Christians are
people whose lives are characterised by
singing, thanksgiving, and mutual
submission... These divinely inspired
expressions of joy and gratitude are
reminiscent of the opening doxology (1:3-14),
where Christians are encouraged to praise the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for
having blessed us with every spiritual blessing
in Christ (v.3). Now, those who are being
filled by God's Spirit are able to join the
apostle in offering appropriate praise to the
triune God for all that he has done in Christ."
O'Brian

hodew speak, talk
£0vT0G, £avTn, £avtov  reflexive pronoun,
him/her/itself

Here used in a reciprocal sense. Cf. Col 3:16.
"The apostle has in view mutual instruction,
edification, and exhortation which take place
in a range of songs prompted by the Spirit."
O'Brian

PYaiuog, ov m psalm, song

Vuvog, ov m hymn

®dn, ng f song, song of praise

JTVEVULATLKOG, 1M, OV spiritual, pertaining to
the spirit

The sense here is 'with all kinds of spiritual
song' — it is unwise to try to discern clear
distinctions between the different terms used.
O'Brian argues that "While the adjective
vevpatikals (‘prompted by the Spirit'),
consistent with Greek usage, agrees
gramatically with the last term OaLg ('songs'),
it refers to all three nouns." He adds,
"Although firm distinctions cannot be drawn
between the terms, nor can an exact
classification of New Testament hymns be
made on the basis of the different words, taken
together 'psalms’, 'hymns' and 'songs' describe
'the full range of singing which the Spirit
prompts (Lohse)."

4dw sing
PYarhw sing, sing a hymn of praise, sing
praises

| ™ kopdLy signifies the whole of one's being.

T KVPLw the singing has both a horizontal
and vertical dimension.

Verse 20

e00pLoToDVTES TAVTOTE VITEP TAVTIWV &V
ovopatt Tod kvpiov Hudv Incod Xpiotod
™® Oe® kal matpl,

evyaplotew thank, give thanks
mavtote always

'regularly’ or 'constantly' rather than 'always' or
'continuously’.
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Vep mavtwv "Believers are to be thankful
during times of trial and suffering as we
endure them patiently, not because we have
lost all feelings of moral sensitivity or because
we can no longer distinguish between good
and evil. Rather, we humbly and gratefully
submit to his sovereignty, knowing that he
works in everything for the good of those who
love him, who have been called according to
his purpose (Rom 8:28). This is not to claim
that God is the author of evil or that we are
praising him for what he abominates. But we
recognise that he uses even the suffering
which comes upon us to produce character,
perseverance, and hope (Rom 5:3-5). And a
life filled with thanksgiving will find
spontaneous expression in psalms, hymns and
songs." O'Brian

ANV, oLg, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

"Sometimes a person who claims to be filled
with the Spirit becomes aggressive, self-
assertive and brash. But the Holy Spirit, and
those who are truly filled with him always
display the meekness and gentleness of
Christ." Stott

@ofog, ov m fear

"In the light of Christ's power and holiness
believers will be subordiante to those who are
in authority over them." O'Brian

Day 570: Ephesians 5:22-33

Verses 22-33

ovoua, T0g n name, title, person,
authority, reputation

"Christians filled with the Holy Spirit give
thanks to God the Father on the basis of who
Jesus is and what he has accomplished for his
people by his death and resurrection. The
'unconscious' trinitarian focus of the passage is
very powerful indeed." O'Brian

Verse 21

VITOTAO0OUEVOL GAAGAOLS €V @OPw
XptotoD.

"V.21 is a hinge verse: the verb 'submitting' is
the fifth and final participle that is dependent
on the imperative 'be filled' (v.18), and it
concludes the list of responses that should
characterise the Spirit-filled-living of those in
Christ (vv. 18-21). At the same time, v.21
introduces a new topic of 'submission’, which
is then developed throughout the household
table (5:22-6:9), particularly in 5:22-33, which
presents the longest statement in the New
Tetsament on the relationship of husbands and
wives." O'Brian

Vrotooow  put in subjection; pass. be
subject, submit to

The verb carries an overtone of authority and
of subjection or of submission to it. O'Brian
argues that due weight must be given to the
use of this term in the New Testament and that
it should not be given a meaning here which is
outside of its semantic range. He concludes,
"The apostle is not speaking of mutual
submission in the sense of a reciprocal
subordination, but submission to those who are
in authority over them." Specific instances of
such a general requirement for submission are
then given in the verses that follow.

"The question has been raised as to why Paul
has placed such a heavy emphasis on the
marriage relationship here in the Ephesians
household table. As with the rest of the letter,
so here we have few specifics to go on
regarding the life-setting of the readers.
Perhaps some married members of the
churches addressed were not living out the
distinctives of their faith in their marriages, but
were behaving like their non-Christian
neighbours. More specifically it has been
suggested that sexual immorality was a real
threat (cf. 4:19; 5:3-6, 12, 18), and so Paul
wants to stress the special status of Christian
marriage in God's purposes in order to combat
the danger. On the other hand, ascetic
tendencies had to be combatted in Colossians
2:16-23, and this may have been a danger in
Western Asia Minor to which Paul's circular
letter was sent. But finally, there may have
been no specific difficulties in this area that
caused him to expand on Christian marriage
here. In the light of God's intention to sum up
all things in Christ (1:9-10), and this includes
the unity of his people within that
eschatological vision, the harmony of the
Christian family is an essential element of this
oneness, and Paul expands on the vital unity of
husband and wife within the divine purposes.
The 'marriage relationship is transparent to
God's purposes on a larger scale ... no other
relationship within the family so fully mirrors
God's purposes in the universe' (Sampley)."
O'Brian

Verse 22

Al yuvalkeg 1olg dtorg dvdpdowy dg T
kvplw,

yuvn, aikog f woman, wife
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The best Greek text does not include the verb
VITOTAOOW — the theme of submission is
carried over from v.21. O'Brian argues that
the heart of the idea of submission is 'order' —
here a God established order.

idLog, 0, ov one's own
avnp, dvdépog m man, husband

James Hurley points out that Jesus and the
Apostles taught that women should be
included among the people of God in a way
which set the church apart from the Jewish
community. Women learned, joined in
worship and served in the church.
Nevertheless, women are called to submit to
their husbands. Hurley continues, "The
women were not asked to submit for the sake
of the superior wisdom of their husbands, but
for the sake of Christ. The matter thus
becomes one of theology rather than
sociology." It is part of the way in which the
wife serves the Lord. O'Brian comments,
"Having described the single new humanity
which God is creating in his Son, with its
focus on the oneness in Christ of all, especially
Jew and Gentile (cf. Col 3:11; Gal 3:28), the
apostle 'does not now destroy his own thesis
by erecting new barriers of sex, age and rank
in God's new society in which they have been
abolished' (Stott). That the verb 'submit, be
subordinate' can be used of Christ's submission
to the authority of the Father (1 Cor 15:28)
shows that it can denote a functional
subordination without implying inferiority, or
less honour and glory." O'Brian

Verse 23

OtL avijp oty ke@aAT Thg Yuvolkog mg
kal O XpLotog ke thig ékkinotag,
avTOS oWTNE TOD CWUOTOG.

keqpaAn, ng f head

"The origin of this headship is not elaborated
here, although in the fuller treatments of 1
Corinthians 11:3-12 and 1 Timothy 2:11-13 it
is grounded in the order of creation, especially
the narrative of Genesis 2 (cf. 1 Cor 11:8,9)."
O'Brian

ékklnola, ag f congregation, church
owTINnE, NEOS m saviour
omua, T0g n  body

Headship in the marriage relationship is to be
modelled after Christ's giving of himself for
the sake of his people.

Verse 24

A g M EkkAnoia vtotdooeTal TG
XpLotd, oVTtwg kol ai Yuvolkeg Totg
AvopAoLY &V TTavTi.

votaoow  subordinate, put in subjection;
pass. be subject, submit to, obey

| Implies willing submission.

oUtwe and ovTtw thus, in this way

| év mavtL 'in every area of life'

Verse 25

Ol dvdpeg, dyomdte TOC yuvalkog, Kabwg
kal 6 XpLoTog fydmmoev tv ékkAnoiav
kol £avtdv mopédwkey Ve ovThc,

The husband is not urged to 'exercise rule over
your wife' but to 'love her'

dyoamow love, show love for

"Elsewhere in both Old and New Testaments
the command to love demands the total
response of those addressed (cf. Lev 19:18;
Matt 5:43; 19:19). Here, too, husbands are to
respond wholeheartedly to the apostolic
injunction. Their love, as a result, will involve
an act of the will, and is not simply an
emotional or physical response." O'Brian

¢ovtog, £avtn, tavtov  him/herfitself
mapaddwulL give over, deliver up

"The church's head is the church's bridegroom.
He does not crush the church. Rather, he
sacrificed himself to serve her, in order that
she might become everything he longs for her
to be, namely herself in the fulness of her
glory. Just so a husband should never use his
headship to crush or stifle his wife, or frustrate
her from being herself. His love for her will
lead him to an exactly opposite path. He will
give himself for her, in order that she may
develop her full potential under God, and so
become more completely herself." Stott

Verse 26

Tvo ooty Gyraon kabapioag @ Aovtpd
ol Vdotog v Orjuarte,

"The imagery from the Old Testament about
God's relationship to Israel stands behind this
use of the marriage analogy. In particular, the
background to Ephesians 5:26-27 is probably
Ezekiel 16:1-14, which describes God as
caring for, washing, marrying, and adorning
his people with splendour." O'Brian

ayvdon Verb, aor act subj, 3 s aywofw
sanctify, make holy
kabopllw cleanse, make clean, purify

This aorist participle is coincident with the
preceding aorist subjunctive.

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 114: Page 10



Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 114: Ephesians 4:25-5:33

"It is positional or definitive sanctification that
is in view here, not progressive sanctification."
O'Brian

Aovutpov, ov n washing, cleansing
VWP, VdaTog n water

N Verb, pres subj, 3s el
aywog, a, ov holy, consecrated
duwuog, ov faultless; without blemish

Verse 28

Stott suggests that there may be an allusion to
the bridal bath which took place before both
Jewish and Greek weddings."

O'Brian comments, "v.26 is more likely to
have been influenced by the marital imagery of
Ezekiel 16:8-14 and the prenuptial bath in the
Jewish marital customs than by baptismal
considerations."

oUtwg OgeihovoLv [kai] ol dvdpeg dryostdv
TOC EQVTOV YVVATKOS MG TA EQVTOV
oouata. 6 dyam®v v 0vtod yuvaika
£0VTOV Ayomd,

ovTwg see v.24
ogelhw owe, ought, must
owuo, Tog n see v.23

onua, atog n word

As Christ loved his 'body’, the church.

It is the word, the message of the gospel,
which is the powerful agent in conversion (cf.
1 Peter 1:23,25 also Jn 15:3; 17:7).

Verse 29

"In the light of Christ's complete giving of
himself to make the church holy and cleanse
her, husbands should be utterly committed to
the total well-being, especially the spiritual
welfare, of their wives." O'Brian

oVdelg Yap mote TV £avtod odpka
guionoev, dAAG éktpépel kal OGATTEL
avtiv, kabwg kol 6 XeLotdg TV
gkkAnoiow,

The picture reflects Gen 2:24: husband and
wife as one flesh.

Verse 27

Tvo ToPaoTNoT 0TOg £0VTD EVOOEOV TNV
gkkAnoiov, ur &ovoav omihov 1 putida 1
TL TOV TorovToV, A Tva 7 dyto kol
Juwuog.

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing
moté enclitic particle once, at any time
oapg, oopkog f  flesh, physical body
utoew hate, despise, be indifferent to
éktpepw  feed; raise (children)

|Cf. 6:4 also 1 Thess 2:7.

mopaotion  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s
oot and TOOLOTOVW — present,
bring into one's presence

BoAimtw cherish, take care of

Verse 30

"The 'sanctification' [v.26] appears to refer to
the present process of making her holy in
character and conduct by the power of the
indwelling Spirit, while the 'presentation’ is
eschatalogical, and will take place when Christ
returns to take her to himself." Stott

OtL uéhn fougv 100 owpartog avtod.

uéAn Noun, nom/acc pl uerog, ovg n
member, bodily part

£00VTOC, £0UTT, EQVTOV  see v.25
¢vdoEocg, ov glorious, splendid

The majority of MSS add ¢k Tng 00pK0g
a0TOV KoL €k TV 00TeEmV aUToV. The
shorter reading is adequately supported by p*°
®* A B et al. The longer reading appears to be
a scribal expansion from Gen 2:24.

This word may hint at the bride's beautiful
wedding dress, but here it refers to being
decked with a glory that comes from God
himself: d0Ea is the radiance of God.
O'Brian says that the expression here
"probably reflects the imagery of Ezekiel
16:10-14, where Yahweh clothes his bride in
magnificent apparel and jewelry, so that her
beauty is 'perfect because of my splendour that
I had bestowed on you, says the Lord God'
(v.14; NRSV)."

Verse 31

Aavti TovTov Katoheiper AvOpwTog [TOV]
matépa kol [Tv] untépa kal
TPOOKOANONOoETAL TTPOS TNV YUVOTKA
avtod, koi éoovral ol do elg odpka piav.

avtL prep with gen for, because of

Paul cites Gen 2:24 in order to provide warrant
for the assertion that we are members of his
body (v.30). Paul refers 'the two are one flesh'
to our union with Christ.

omhog, ov m spot, blemish, stain

M or

pvtig, 16og f wrinkle

TOLOVTOG, OUTY, OUTOV correlative pronoun
and adjective such, of such kind,
similar, like

kotaieiper  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s
kataleltw leave, leave behind

mpookoAnOnoetaL  Verb, fut pass dep
indic, 3 s mwpookolhaoual be united in
marriage

g¢oovtal  Verb, fut indic, 3 pl eiut
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Ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two
elg, W, £V gen €vog, ULOg, EVOg one

Verse 32

1O nvotjotov todto uéya €otiv, gyw &¢
Myw i XpLotov kai gig TV kkAnoiov.

UVoTHELWOV, OV n secret, mystery

L.e. the union of Christ with his people (so the
second half of the verse). However, O'Brian
thinks that the 'mystery’ refers to the
relationship between Christ and the church as
a typology of marriage. "A Christian
marriage, as envisaged in this paragraph, is 'to
reveal the mystery of Christ loving his
responsive church. Such a marriage bears
living witness to the meaning of "two
becoming one"'. It reproduces in minature the
beauty shared between the Bridegroom and the
Bride. And, through it all, the mystery of the
gospel is unveiled. Further, within the wider
context of Ephesians as a whole the union
between Christian husband and wife which is
part of the unity between Christ and the church
is thus a pledge of God's purposes of unity for
the cosmos."

ueyag, ueyohn, ueya large, great

Verse 33

AV Kol Duelg ol kabs Eva €kaotog TNV
£0vToD yuvalka oltwg AyomaTw g
£0VTOV, 1 68 yuvn Tva gopfital Tov dvdpa.

mAnv nevertheless, however, moreover

Introduces the concluding summary.

£K00TOG, 1, OV each, every; kab £va
¢k0otog each and every one

The emphasis is now upon the demand for
each husband and each wife to live in
accordance with this pattern.

@opfitar  Verb, pres midd/pass dep subj, 3 s
@ofeounal fear, reverence
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