Reading The Greek New Testament Week 116: Colossians 1:1-23

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 116 — Colossians 1:1-23

Day 576: Introduction to Colossians

For the historical background to this letter, see the introduction to Philippians, Week 107, which
outlines the background to Paul's 'Prison Epistles', namely, Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians and
Philemon.

The Origin of the Church at Colossae

Colossae was situated in the southern part of Asia Minor in the fertile Lycus valley ten miles upstream
from the cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis. The city did possessed a substantial Jewish minority.
Evidence concerning the collection of temple tax by the Jews in Colossae and the other cities of the
Lycus valley suggests regular communication between these Jews of the diaspora and Jerusalem.

The church at Colossae appears to have been founded as a 'spin-off' of Paul's ministry in Ephesus. In
Acts 19:8-10 we read of Paul's extended minisry at Ephesus, lasting some two and a half years. Luke
records that as a result of Paul's ministry, "all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia
heard the word of the Lord." In other words, Paul's ministry at Ephesus had an impact on the whole
region as the message was taken from Ephesus to surrounding cities.

It would appear that one who heard the message of the Gospel was Epaphras, a native of Colossae (Col
4:12). He seems to have become one of Paul's ministry team (see the context in Col 4:10-15). He took
the message back to his home town of Colossae and it would seem to be primarily through his ministry
that a church was formed at Colossae (Col 1:7) — and probably also the church in Laodicea and perhaps
Hierapolis (Col 4:13). Paul appears not to have ministered directly in any of these churches (Col 2:1),
though he clearly viewed them as within the scope of his care.

A tradition recorded by Eusebius suggests that Philip settled in Hierapolis along with his daughters.

The Threat at Colossae

There is considerable discussion regarding the nature of the threat to the young church at Colossae, a
threat addressed by Paul in 2:8-23. Does the threat come from Hellenistic sources, a form of early
grnosticism, or is the source Jewish? Dunn argues for the latter, concluding:

Given the various factors outlined ... including the probable origin of the Colossian church from
within synagogue circles, the likely presence of Israelite sectarianism within the diaspora, the lack
of other evidence of Jewish syncretism in Asia Minor, and the readiness of some Jews to promote
their distinctive religious practices in self-confident apology ... we need look no further than one or
more of the Jewish synagogues in Colossae for the source of whatever influences were thought to
threaten the young church there. The more relaxed style of polemic in Colossians and the absence
there of anything quite like the fierceness of the reaction in Galatians further suggests that what was
being confronted was not a sustained attempt to undermine or further convert the Colossians, but a
synagogue apologetic promoting itself as a credible philosophy more capable of dealing with
whatever heavenly powers might be thought to control or threaten human existence.

Referenced Works

Dunn, James D G The Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids,
1996

Eadie, John Commentary on the Epistle of Paul to the Colossians, Richard Griffin &
Co, 1856
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Week 116: Colossians 1:1-23

Day 577: Colossians 1:1-8

Verse 1

IMadrog dmdotorog Xprotod ‘Incod dui
OeArjuatog 00D kai Tiudbeog 6 Adehpog

Behnuoa, atog n will, wish, desire

Cf. 2 Cor 1:1. Dunn suggests that this letter
may have been written by Timothy (so
accounting for differences in style from other
letters of Paul), but then signed by Paul, thus
bearing his approval and authority.

Many MSS, followed by TR, add koL kvpLtov
"Incov XpLotov. Metzger comments, "The
words, which are absent from a variety of
witnesses, some of them early, have no doubt
been added by copyists who assimilated the
text to Pauline usage; certainly no reason for
deliberate omission suggests itself."

Verses 3-23

Verse 2

totc év Kohoooolg aytolg kal motolg
adehotg &v XpLotd: xdpLg LUty kal
elpofvn Ao Beod maTPoOg NUOV.

Paul's letters regularly move into thanksgiving
and prayer after the salutation. However, the
content always reflects the particular situation
of the readers — they are never mere form, they
are real prayers.

Verse 3

Kohoooot, wv f Colossae
aylog, a, ov; ol aywor God's people

Cf. Rom 1:1; Phil 1:1. "What is striking ... is
that Paul felt able to incorporate into this
distinctively Jewish self-description small
gatherings of predominantly Gentile believers
in Christ Jesus." Dunn. Cf. Pss 16:3; 34:9;
Dan 7:18; 8:24.

Evyoaptotobuev @ 0ed motpi 100 kvpiov
NuOV ‘Incod Xprotod mdvrote mepl VUdV
TTPOOEVYOUEVOL,

gOyapLotew thank, give thanks

The plural implying Paul and Timothy, or Paul
and his companions.

motog, M, ov faithful, trustworthy,
believing

"They complimented their adressees on their
faithfulness, fearing that they might prove
unfaithful... It was precisely the Colossians
continued commitment as brothers, members
of the new family gathered around Christ
Jesus, that the writers wanted to encourage and
sustain." Dunn

@ e matpl Toh Kvpiov NUOdV Incod
Xprotol "Contained in it is the implicit
Christian claim that God, the one God made
known to Israel, is now to be understood no
longer simply as Father of Israel, but most
clearly as the Father of Jesus Christ, and only
as such 'our Father,' Father of Gentiles as well
as Jews." Dunn

mavrote always
TTPOCEVYOUOL pray

év XpLot® "Their standing and persistence as
brothers was 'in Christ." Their brotherhood
was not one of blood relationship, but rather
the spiritual bond of the shared experience of
believing in Christ Jesus and knowing that
they were accepted by and through him. And
this shared experience was itself a source of
enabling for their persistence." Dunn

"The unceasing nature of this prayer
(mavtorte, 'always, at all times') is one of the
most characteristic features of Paul's opening
assurance of his prayers for his readers,
whether attached to the e0yopiotery (‘thank' —
1 Cor 1:4; 1 Thess 1:2; 2 Thess 1:3) or to the
mtpooevyeaBal (‘pray, as in Rom 1:10 and
Phil 1:4)." Dunn

xoplg, ttog f grace, unmerited favour
elonvn, ng f peace

Verse 4

"As all commentators rightly note, Paul seems
deliberately to have adapted the regular Greek
greeting youperv (‘hail, greeting'), by replacing
it with xapug ('grace') and to have linked it
with the characteristic Jewish greeting, salom
= gipnvn (‘peace')." Dunn.

AkoVOOVTES TNV THOTLY DUDVY £V XOL0TH
"Inood kal v dydmny v &xete elg mdvrog
Tovg drylovg

News of the churches reached Paul regularly.

moTLg, ewg f faith, trust, belief

"Perhaps more than any other word, 'faith’
sums up the distinctive feature of the Christian
gospel and life for Paul... sheer trust in the
power and grace of God." Dunn
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aydmmy v &xete elg mdvrog tovg dylovg
an active concern for one another. "and not
just for one another, if the 'all the saints' is to
be taken seriously. Here may be indicated a
network of mutual support and encouragement
as Christians moved among the different towns
of Asia Minor." Dunn

'recognised what God's grace truly is'

Verse 7

kabwg ¢uddete 4o "Emogpd tod
ayomntod ovvdovhov Nudv, O oty
TLOTOC VITEP VUMV didkovog tol XpLotod,

Verse 5

L T EATtida TV dutokeLuévny Uty €v
TOtg 0VPAVOTS, TV TPONKOVOATE £V TQ
MOyw thig dAnBetag ToD edayyehiov

éudBete  Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl povOovw
learn, find out
"Emaqpag, oo m Epaphras

g\, 10og f hope, ground of hope

For the linking of faith, hope and love, cf. 1
Cor 13:13; Gal 5:5-6; 1 Thess 1:3; 5:8 also
Rom 5:1-5. Faith and love are here described
as a response to the hope contained in the
gospel, cf. 1:23, 27.

dmokewpnar  be stored away
ovpavog, ov m heaven
mpoakovw hear before or previously

Le. their first hearing of the gospel.

dAnBeia, ag f truth, reality; év &. truly
gvayyehov, ov n  good news, gospel

"It was this truth of the gospel (or the truth of
this gospel) to which Paul dedicated his whole
life as an apostle. At all events, there is
probably a further implication (as in Galatians)
that this is a truth that has to be stoutly
maintained against teachings that (in this case)
deny or diminish the eschatological thrust of
the gospel's emphasis on hope." Dunn

Verse 6

100 TapdvTog eig VUdS, Kabwg kal &v
TOVTL TO) KOOWW E0TLV KOPITOPOPOVUEVOV
Kal avEavouevov kabwg kal v vutv, dpe
g Muépag Movoate kal Eméyvote TV
¥apLv 100 Oeod v dndetq:

"As a native of Colossae (4:12) he presumably
first encountered Paul and was converted
through his preaching during Paul's long stay
in Ephesus (Acts 19:8-10), some 120 miles
distant on the coast and directly accessible by
road from the Lycus and Meander valleys...
Whether he became a regular member of Paul's
mission team, as did so many others whose
names are preserved for us in Paul's letters ...
we cannot say. But it may have been Paul's
missionary strategy to concentrate his own
energies in the major cities, while sending out
mission teams to towns in the region (... cf.
Acts 19:10). It is not too fanciful to imagine
Epaphras, anxious to share the good news with
his own townsfolk, volunteering to evangelise
Colossae and devoting himself to labouring for
the gospel there and in the nearby cities of
Laodicea and Hierapolis (4:13). In Paul's
terms, therefore, Epaphras may be called
'apostle of Colossae' (cf. 1 Cor 9:1-2), though
the fact that the letter to Colossae was then
written by Paul and Timothy, without
including Epaphras as fellow author, despite
his recent (?) presence (1:8: ¢f. Phm 23),
presumably implies that Epaphras saw himself
simply as Paul's emissary." Dunn

dyommrog, 1, ov beloved
ovvoovhog, ov m fellow-servant
JTLOTOG, M, OV see v.2

Topdvtog  Verb, pres pte, m gen s JTOELUL
be present

Maybe 'which has come to you'

KapITopopovuevov  Verb, pres midd pte, m
acc & nnom/acc s KOOITOPOPEW bear
fruit, be productive

"In 1:10, as elsewhere, the fruit is thought of in
terms of good moral character (the verb in
Luke 8:15 and Rom 7:4; the noun in Paul:
Rom 1:13; Gal 5:22; Phil 1:11). But here it
could simply denote the success of the gospel
in winning more and more to belief in Christ
Jesus and in the hope offered." Dunn

Ve Vudv Some MSS, including p*® x* B
D#* read Nuwv. Metzger writes, "Although
on the basis of superior Greek evidence fjwv
might seem to be preferable, a majority of the
Committee, impressed by the widespread
currency of Uuwv in versional and patristic
witnesses, considered it probable that copyists
introduced the first person pronoun under the
influence of the preceding juwv and the
following fuuy."

dlakovog, ov m & f servant, helper,
minister

Verse 8

ovEavw and avEw grow, spread,
increase, reach full growth
EMLYLVWOK®  perceive, understand

O kol dnhwoag HUIV TNV VUV dydmnv év
TVEVULOLTL.

oiow make clear, indicate, inform
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dydmmy év vevuaty 'the love the Spirit has
awakened in you'

gmLyvwolg, ewg f see v.9

Day 578: Colossians 1:9-14

Verse 9

Dunn thinks the dative is instrumental and that
'knowledge of God' is "the basis from which or
means by which the fruitbearing and growth
'in every good work' is to come about."

Verse 11

Al ToDTO Kal fuels, dges g fuépag
fkovoouev, oV Tavduedo VITEp VUDV
TEOOEVYOUEVOL KOl altovuevol Tva
mnpwdfte Tv énlyvworv Tod Oehrjuatog
avtod év mdon cogig kal ouvEoel
TTVEVUOLTLKTR,

év mdon duvduel SuVaUOVUEVOL KOTA TO
kpdtog thig 80Ene avtod eig mboav
VIToUoOVNV kol nokpobvubav, Hetd xapdg

Cf. 1:3b. "As they were fruitful from the very
day they heard the gospel, so Paul and
Timothy have been prayerful from the very
day they heard of their response to the gospel.”
Dunn

duvduel Noun, dats duvouLg
duvapovuevol Verb, pres pass ptc, m nom pl
ouvvapow strengthen, make strong

A Semitic doubling, 'empowered with all
power', cf. Eph 1:19.

movw midd stop, cease, cease from

TTPOOEVYOUOL  see v.3

altew ask; midd ask for oneself, request

mAnpwOfite Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl
minpow fill, make full

gmyvoolg, emg f knowledge, recognition

Behnuo, atogn  seev.l

ocopua, ag f wisdom, insight, intelligence

ovveols, ewg f understanding, insight

Kkpotog, ovg n might, strength, power,
dominion, mighty deed
doEa, ng f glory

O KPATOg Thig 0GENC avtod another
Semitism, 'his glorious might." "Since
transformation into heavenly splendour (glory)
is part of the hope for heaven (see also 1:27
and 3:4), the prayer is in effect for that process
to be forwarded already here on earth (cf. 2
Cor 4:16-5:5; see also 1:27." Dunn

The two nouns are distinguished by various

commentators as either:

i) theoretical wisdom and practical
discernment;

ii) General wisdom and specific insight.

Eadie argues that spiritual insight is a

particular form of wisdom, wisdom imparted

to the believer by the Holy Spirit.

vrouovn, ng f patience, endurance
uakpobuwa, ag f longsuffering, patience

TTVEVUOLTLKOG, M, OV spiritual, pertaining to
the spirit

Verse 10

Concerning the nouns 'patience' and
'longsuffering', Eadie states, "Both of them and
their correspondent verbs are used not simply
in reference to the pressure of present evil, but
also to the prospect of coming deliverance, and
as adjuncts or qualities of faith or the life of
faith."

uakpoBuuia is used sometimes of divine
forebearance, Rom 3:4; 9:22; 1 Tim 1:16; 1
Pet 3:20; 2 Pet 3:15.

xapa, ag f joy

mepuratiiool dEiwg Tod kvplov eig Mooy
apeokeiov, v movti Epyw dyadd
KaPITOQopoDVIES Kol aEavOUEVOL Tf
gmuyvwoel 100 0goD,

meputatew walk, walk about, live

A characteristically Jewish term for conduct,
cf. Ex 18:20; Deut 13:4-5; Ps 86:11; Prov
28:18; Is 33:15, also Phil 1:27; 1 Thess 2:12;
Eph 4:1.

Opinion is divided as to whether 'with joy'
belongs with what precedes it or with what
follows. Dunn follows the punctuation of the
UBS text in taking the phrase with what
follows. Joy was characteristic of NT
Christianity — not least in the midst of hardship
and suffering.

Verse 12

dEwwg adv (from dEwog) worthily
dpeokelo, ag f desire to please

Here alone in the NT and only in Prov 31:30 in
LXX. The verb is used by Paul in Rom 8:8; 1
Cor 7:32; Gal 1:10; 1 Thess 2:4,15; 4:1.

g0 0PLoTOUVTEG T TATEL TA LKAVWOUVTL
Vubg eig v ueptda tod khrpov TV
aytov v 1@ eowti

gOyapLotew thank, give thanks

dyabog, m, ov good, useful, fitting
KOOITOPOPED  see v.6
ovEavw and aVEw see v.6

The unusual T® Tatpl without some
qualification has given rise to a number of
textual variants.

lkavwoavt,  Verb, aor act ptc, m dat s
ikavow make capable, make fit
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Here the sense is 'qualify'. It implies a lack of
previous qualification to share in this
inheritance, previously considered exclusive to
Israel.

ueplg, 0og f part, portion, share
kAnpog, ov m lot, share, part, place

An assigned portion. There is here an allusion
to the division and allotment of the land of
Canaan.

aywog, a, ov holy
pws, potog n light

A reference to glory as a characteristic of the
believer's inheritance. Cf. Lk 16:8; Jn 12:36; 1
Thess 5:15.

Cf. 1 Cor 1:30. "Given the clear echo of the
settlement of the promised land in 1:12, the
compound word would probably evoke
thought of Israel's ransom from slavery in
Egypt and from captivity in Babylon, which
were usually described with the
uncompounded verb Avtpouv ('deliver,
ransom,' e.g., Deut 7:8; 9:26; 15:15; Isa 43:1,
14; 44:22-24; 51:11; 52:3). In that case the
great acts of Israel's redemption are beng
understood typologically as foreshadowing the
eschatological redemption of Gentile as well
as Jew to share in the new promised land (‘the
kingdom of God's beloved Son')." Dunn

Verse 13

0g éppvoato fudg ¢k thg £Eovotag Tod
okOTOVS KOl UETEOTNOEV Elg TNV PBacihelov
10D viod Thig dydmng avtod,

dgeoig, ewg T forgiveness, cancellation
(of sins)
auapta, og fsin

g¢opvoato Verb, aor midd/pass dep indic, 3 s
puvouoL save, rescue

¢Eovowa, og f authority, power

0KOTOG, ovg n darkness, evil

On being brought out of darkness into light cf.
Eph 5:8-14; 1 Peter 2:9.

uetéotnoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
uebotnuL  remove, bring (into)

Dunn stresses the fact that forgiveness of sins
was central to Judaism and its sacrificial cult,
but then comments "The one step clearly taken
beyond Jewish thinking on forgiveness is the
location of forgiveness no longer in the cult, or
even simply in directness of prayer to God, but
once again 'in Christ." As particularly in
Galatians, it is the possibility of Gentiles being
'in Christ' that brings them within the sphere of
God's gracious forgiveness. 'In Christ' is the
key to it all.”

Full sharing in the kingdom of God is in the
future, cf. 1 Thess 2:12; 2 Thess 1:5; 2 Tim
4:1,18. The language here is "the exaggerated
expression of rich spiritual experience and full
confidence (hope) that what had already been
done (aorist tense) would be completed
without fail (cf. Phil 1:6 with 3:20, and Eph
1:3 with 1:13-14)." Dunn

Day 579: Colossians 1:15-20

Colossians 1:15-20

Verse 14

¢v O Eyouev TV dmolTPWOLY, TV dpeoty
TOV QUOPTLOV

"The focus switches directly to Christ, leading
into the powerful 'Christ hymn' of 1:15-20."
Dunn

amolvtpwolg, ewg f redemption,
deliverance, setting free

These verses are thought by many to be a pre-
Pauline hymn, taken up by Paul and adapted to
his own use in this part of his letter (see
particularly Ralph P. Martin's commentary on
Colossians and Philemon) — though it is
always possible that Paul was the author of the
hymn. "That Christians at such an early stage
should be willing to use such language of
Christ tells us much of 'the intellectual vitality
of the early Christian communities' (Houlden
...) and of their willingness to use categories
fundamental to wider philosophical thought in
their attempts to explicate the significance of
Christ and to communicate it to a wider
audience. The hymn is itself a sharp reminder
that there were front-rank thinkers among the
first Christians eager to engage with their
contemporaries in the attempt to explain
reality. It is also salutory to recall that such
christological innovation came in the context
of worship and through the medium of
hymns." Dunn
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Verse 15

O¢ oty eikwv 100 00D 10D dopdtov,
TPWTOTOKOG TAONS KTloEWG,

The ideas of this verse reflect Jewish theology
concerning Wisdom and, in Hellenistic
Judaism, the logos. Some suggest that the
hymn was originally a Jewish hymn regarding
Wisdom, here taken up and Christianised by
Paul.

eikwv, ovog f likeness, image, form,
appearance

glkwv means "Representation and
manifestaton" Lightfoot

dopOTOC, OV unseen, invisible

Cf. Jn 1:18. Christ is the one who makes God
known. Paul's words repeat "the familiar
conviction shared by all the biblical writers
that God is spiritual and invisible (Jn 1:18;
4:24; 1 Tim 1:17; 6:16) and unknown except
for his self-revelation. That self-disclosure is
seen supremely in his Son, Jesus Christ (2 Cor
4:4-6) who 'embodies' the character of God."
Martin

mpwtotokog, ov first-born, first
KTLOLG, ewg f creation, what is created,
act of creation

The phrase reflects Proverbs 8:22 but does not
imply that Christ was the first of created
beings since verse 16 makes it clear that he is
the source of all created things. Due weight
should also be given to the notion of 'firstborn’
as 'heir' — the one who inherits all from the
Father.

Verse 16

OTL év avT® €kTlodn TO TAvTa €v Totg
ovpavolg kol €l Tfig yfig, T 6patd Kol T
aopota, gite Opodvol elte KVPLOTNTES €lTe
apyal gite €Eovotal’ Td dvta die ovTod
Kal elg ovToOV EKTLoTOL,

év 00T Martin understands this to mean 'for
Him'. Christ is creation's goal. The phase is
linked with the previous concerning Christ as
firstborn. The idea is primacy over creation.

ktWLw create, make

yn, yng f earth

6patog, 1, ov  visible
A0p0TOG, OV unseen, invisible
eite if, whether

elte Opdvol elte kvpLdTnTeg eite dpyal eite
¢€ovotal thought to be a Pauline addition to
the original hymn. "Sacrificing the balance of
the hymn in order to add a further reference to
Christ's superiority over all beings in heaven
as well as on earth." Dunn

Bpovog, ov m throne

| Dunn argues 'heavenly thrones'.

KvpLotng, ntog f (angelic) power
(believed to have some control over human
fate); authority

|Cf. Eph 1:20-21.

apym, ng f beginning, origin, power
¢€ovowa, ag f authority, power

Cf. 2:10,15 also 1 Cor 15:24; Eph 1:21; 3:10;
6:12).

gktiotal  Verb, perfpass indic, 3 s KTILw
create, make

Verse 17
kal a0Tog 0TIV PO TAVTWY Kol Td TdvTa
£V aUTQ) OVVECTNKEV.

Again, the verse has parallels with Prov 8:20.

ovvéotnkev Verb, perfact indic, 3 s
ovviotnul and ovviotave intrans hold
together, have one's proper place

His lordship extends not only over the original
act of creation but also over the continuance of
all that is in being . "Paradoxical as it may
seem, the wisdom which holds the universe
together is most clearly to be recognised in its
distinctive character by reference to Christ.
This will mean, among other things, that the
fundamental rationale of the world is 'caught'
more in the generous outpouring of sacrificial,
redemptive love (1:14) than in the greed and
grasping more characteristic of the 'authority
of darkness' (1:12)." Dunn

Verse 18

kol a0Ttdg £0TLV 1) KEQOAT TOD owuaTog,
thg €kkAnoiog: &g oty dpyr, TEWTOTOKOG
gk TV vekpdv, Tvo yévntal v oLy
avTOg TPEWTEVWV,

kepain, ng f head

omua, T0g n body

ékklnola, ag £ congregation, church
Christ's headship over all of creation is for the
sake of the church. Again, it is suggested that
the image of the cosmos as a body was
common in Greek thought and was reflected in
Hellenistic Judaism (in such writers as Philo).
The sense of the original hymn is transformed
by the addition of the words 'the church'.

Dunn adds, "to assert that Christ is head of the
church does not narrow his cosmic mediatorial
role; rather, it expands the significance of the
claims made for the church."
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The second half of the verse begins a second
strophe of the 'hymn' which parallels the first,
beginning with a deliberate repetition of ¢
¢otuv. The first strophe speaks of Christ's
preeminence with respect to creation, the
second with respect to the new creation.

apyn, ng f seev.16
TTEWTOTOKOG, OV see v.15
VvEKPOG, 0, ov dead

Cf. Rev 1:5. The firstborn is the founder of a
people, cf. Gen 49:3 and Rom 8:29. "The
sense of a new beginning of creation could
hardly be clearer, that with Christ's death and
resurrection what had been expected as the end
of all things and renewal of creation in a new
age was already operative in and through this
same Christ." Dunn

vévntotr Verb, aor subj, 3 s yLvouol
npwtevw have first place, be above all
else

Here alone in the NT.

Verse 19

OTL v o0TQ VdOKNOEY TAV TO TAPWUA
KOTOLKTioOL

evdokew be pleased, take
delight/pleasure in
mTAnpowua, Tog n fulness, completeness

Christ's victory on the cross effectively
overcame every evil agent and rendered it
powerless. "The implication is that the
purpose, means and manner of (final)
reconciliation have already been expressed by
God, not that the reconciliation is already
complete... What is being claimed is quite
simply and profoundly that the divine purpose
in the act of reconciliation and peacemaking
was to restore the harmony of the original
creation, to bring into renewed oneness and
wholeness 'all things,' 'whether things on the
earth or things in the heavens' (see on 1:16).
That the church has a role in this is implied in
the correlation of 1:18a with 1:20. And when
we include the earlier talk of the gospel 'in all
the world (koouog) bearing fruit and growing
(1:6), and the subsequent talk of the ages-old
mystery being made known among all the
nations (1:27), the implication becomes clear:
it is by its gospel living (1:10) and by its
gospel preaching (1:27) that the cosmic goal of
reconciled perfection will be achieved (1:28...)
... [The church is] the community in which
that reconciliation has already taken place (or
begun to take place) and whose responsibility
it is to live out (cf. particularly 3:8-15) as well
as to proclaim its secret (cf. 4:2-6)." Dunn

I.e. 'all his fulness'

katolkew live, settle, inhabit

Paul is asserting that God was dwelling in
Christ in all his fulness, perhaps against the
background of false teachers who said that
there were spiritual powers outside of his
control. "The importance of the language is to
indicate that the completeness of God's self-
revelation was focussed in Christ, that the
wholeness of God's interaction with the
universe is summed up in Christ." Dunn

Day 580: Colossians 1:21-23

Verse 21

Kal vubg mote dvrag dmnilotolmuévoug
kai €x0povg Tfi drovoig év tolg épyols Tolg
TOVNPOLG,

Verse 20

moté enclitic particle once, formerly, at
one time

ammihotplwuévovg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m
acc pl dmadhotploouol be a stranger
to, have no connection with

kal ote avtod dmwokatalhdEar Td mdvta
elg avtdv, elpnvomojoag dud 100 aluotog
100 otavpod avtol, [die avtod] eite Ta
i thic yfig elte T év 10l 0VPAVOTG.

The verb 'to be' with the perfect participle
expresses a persisting state of affairs (in the
past, as made plain by oTe).

The alienation and reconciliation (v.22) both
have God as their object.

ATTOKOTOAMLOO0OW  reconcile

This double compound only here and Eph
2:16. A term possibly coined by Paul.

£x0pog, a, ov enemy, one hated
otavola.  mind, thought, understanding
movnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

glpnvomolew make peace
olua, atog f blood
0TAUPOG, OV M Cross

The evil works are the outward evidences of a
mind at enmity with God.

The second St adtod p** X A et al is omitted
by BD* G et al.

eite seev.16
yn, yng f earth
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Verse 22

vuvi 8¢ dokoaTiAoEev v Td owuoTt Thg
00pk0¢ avtod dud Tod Bavdtov,
ToA0THoOL VUGS Gytovg kol dumuovg kal
AVEYKATOVS KOTEVWITLOV 00TOD,

Verse 23

vuvt (originally an emphatic form of vuv)
now

el ve émuévete Tfj mioter teBeuehiwuévol
kol £€dpalot Kol U1 LETOKLVOVUEVOL AITO
tfic éAmtidog Tod evoyyeliov ol fkovoarte,
10D knpvybévrog ¢v mdon ktioel Tfj VIO
1OV 0VpavdV, ol éyevéuny ¢yw Iabdrog
dLAKOVOG..

Cf. Rom 3:21; 6:22; 7:6; 11:30; 1 Cor 15:20;
Philem 11, for Paul's expression of this
moment of divine reversal.

dmokatolhaoow  see v.20

omwua, Tog n body

o00pg, oapkog £ flesh, physical body,
human nature

Bavatog, ov m death

ve enclitic particle adding emphasis to the
word with which it is associated

émueve remain, stay, persist in

miotel  Noun, dats mLoTLg, g T faith,
trust, belief

Cf. Rom 8:13, 17; 11:22; 1 Cor 9:27; 10:11-
12; Gal 5:4.

Emphasises the physical death of Jesus as the
means by which reconciliation has been
achieved.

mopLoTnuL and ToOLOTOVR — present,
bring into one's presence

Eadie refers to this as an 'infinitive of design'

tebeuehiouévol  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom
pl Beuertow found; establish firmly

£dpaLog, a, ov firm, steadfast

uetakivew — shift, move, dislodge

é\tig, 1bog T hope, ground of hope, what
is hoped for

gvayyelov, ov n  good news, gospel

ayog, a, ov holy
duwuog, ov  faultless; without blemish

"Used most commonly in the LXX of the
physical perfection required of the sacrificial
animal (e.g., Exod 29:1; Lev 1:3, 10 etc., Num
6:14 etc.; Ezek 43:22-25; 45:18, 23; 46:4-6,
13), though naturally such perfection became a
metaphor for blamelessness before God (2
Sam 22:24; Pss 15:2; 18:23; 19:13 etc.). The
same overtone carries over into New
Testament use (Eph 5:27; Phil 2:15; Jude 24;
Rev 14:5; explicitly in Heb 9:14 and 1 Pet
1:19). The parallel is particularly close with
Eph 1:4: &ywovg kot Gumuovs KATEVWITLOV
aVTOV (KaTEVWITLOV only in these two
passages in the Pauline letters)." Dunn

"A life of faith is one of hope and leads to
glory... The perseverance of the saints ... is
not inconsistent with exhortation to
permanence of faith, and warnings of the sad
results of deviation and apostacy. He who
stops short in the race, and does not reach the
goal, cannot obtain the prize... For man is not
acted upon mechanically by the grace of God,
but his whole spiritual nature is excited to
earnest prayer and anxious effort." Eadie

dveykhntog, ov  beyond reproach, without
fault

A legal term meaning 'free from accusation or
charge', hence 'irreproachable’ cf. 1 Tim 3:10
and Titus 1:6-7.

kotevomiov  before, in the presence of

"There is an echo of the Pauline idea of
sacrificial interchange, where the spotless
sacrifice by dying as a sin offering is somehow
interchanged with the blameworthy sinner and
its spotlessness transferred to the sinner (so
most explicitly in 2 Cor 5:21). This has been
taken up in the formal imagery of formal
presentation to judge or king or emperor,
where it is the irreproachable character of
those presented that guarantees their
acceptance." Dunn

knovy0évtog Verb, aor pass ptc, m gen s
knovoow preach, proclaim

KTLolG, ewg f creation, what is created

dlakovog, ov m & f servant, minister
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