Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 119: Colossians 3:15-4:18

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 119 — Colossians 3:15-4:18

Day 591: Colossians 3:15-17

Verse 15

kal M eiprvn told XpLotod Ppafevétw &v
Talg Kopdiolg VUMV, elg v kol ékhionte
gv £vi oouat: Kol edydpLotol Yiveobe.

"In this context the v VuLv may also signify
'‘among you,' indicating an element of
preaching/teaching in the communal
gatherings of the Colossian Christians for
worship and instruction." Dunn

elonvn, ng £ peace

Cf. Eph 2:2-3. "Here once more we should be
ready to recognise something of a more titular
force in the name 'Christ' ("the Christ'), since in
prophetic perspective the peace promised to
God's covenant people was a hope for the
future new age (Isa 9:6-7; 54:10; Ezek 34:25-
31; 37:26; Mic 5:4; Hag 2:9; Zech 8:12...).
The peace the Colossian believers could
experience in their hearts was further proof
that they belonged to the people of the
Messiah in the age of the Messiah already
come." Dunn

mAovolws adv richly, in full measure
ocogLa, ag f wisdom, insight, intelligence
dLdaokw teach

vovbetew instruct, teach, warn

Cf. 1:28.

€0VTOC, €0V, f0VTOV  see v.13

Ppapevw act as judge or umpire, rule

"It is a striking feature of the Pauline corpus
how much Paul insisted that the members of
the churches to which he wrote should
recognise their mutual responsibility to instruct
and admonish (JB/NJB's 'advise' is too weak)
each other (Rom 12:7; 15:14; 1 Cor 14:26; 1
Thess 5:14; 2 Thess 3:15; note also Gal 6:1-
3)." Dunn

"The metaphor is an attractive one: of the
knowledge of what Christ has achieved and
the inward calm tranquility which believers
can enjoy in consequence, determining what
courses should be followed in difficult
decisions and how the tensions of community
relations (cf. 3:13) may be resolved (cf. Rom
14:17,19; 1 Cor 14:33)." Dunn

YaAuog, ov m psalm, song

vuvog, ov m hymn

®dn, ng f song, song of praise

TTVEVULATLKOG, 1M, OV spiritual, pertaining to
the spirit

elg, W, €v gen €vog, Wag, EVOg one
owua, Tog n body

"The one body is also the arena within which
the peace of Christ comes to effect." Dunn

gvyapLotog, ov thankful, grateful

Verse 16

"Their relation to the preceding clause is
unclear ... but the possibility that such hymns
were vehicles of instruction cannot be ruled
out. Prior to the invention of printing, hymns
and songs were a necessary and invaluable
means of implanting Christian teaching — and
even after (it is often said that Methodism's
distinctive theology is to be found primarily in
the hymns of Charles Wesley)." Dunn

6 Moyog toh XpLotod évolkeltw v Hulv
Thovotwg, év mdon copig dLdAOKOVTES Kal
vovBetoDvTeg EovTovg Pahuols, VUvols,
MAA1E TVEVUOTIKOTS &V [Th] xdpLTL
adovteg &v Taltg kapdiolg VUdv Td Bed:

4ottt Noun, dats yapig, Ltog f grace,
gratitude
adw sing

Verse 17

Instead of the unusual expression 'the word of
Christ,' which nowhere else occurs in the NT,
several witnesses substitute the more
customary 'the word of God' or 'the word of
the Lord.'

kai 7wdv O T édv mmoufite v Aoyw 1 év
£oyw, mavta év ovouaTtt kvpiov "Incod,
g0y apLoTodvTeg TQ Be®d matpl die avtod.

¢av if, even if

At the heart of corporate worship is the 'word
of Christ' — the gospel in all its fullness
centring in Christ, who is himself the source of
all teaching and instruction.

évolkew live in

Here equivalent to dv particle indicating
contingency and introducing subjunctive. O TL
¢av 'whatever'. "There is no discontinuity
envisaged between worship and daily living;
on the contrary, the whole of daily life should
be lived out in the same spirit — 'your spiritual
worship' (Rom 12:1-2). The attitude is
thoroughly Jewish." Dunn

OVouo, T0Og n name
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"Both here and in Eph 5:20 the thought is of
those who have put themselves under the name
of Jesus as Lord and who seek to do
everything in consciousness of his
commissioning and enabling. In this way an
effective inclusio with the thematic of 2:6-7 is
achieved: to walk in Christ Jesus as Lord is to
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus.
This is what should mark out the Colossian
Christians, in life as in worship, not a
hankering for worship with often unnamed
angels (2:18)." Dunn

Votdooeobe  Verb, pres midd imperat, 2 pl
vmotooow  subordinate; pass. be
subject, submit to, obey

avnp, dvdépog m man, husband

avfikev  Verb, pres act ptc, n nom/acc s
dvnkel impers. it is proper, it is right

Verse 19

Ol dvdpeg, dyombre TOC YUVATKOS KoL Ut
mkpaiveode Tpdg avTdg.

dyomow love, show love for

gvyapLotew thank, give thanks
TaTnpE, tatpog m father

"The very unusual collocation T Bew maTpL,
which is widely supported was emended by
copyists who inserted kat, thus imitating Eph
5:20 and similar passages." Metzger

Day 592: Colossians 3:18-4:1

3:18-4:1

For similar sections of household rules cf. Eph
5:22-6:9; 1 Pet 2:18-3:7 and with less close
parallels 1 Tim 2:8-15; 6:1-2; Titus 2:1-10.
The framework reflects traditional concern for
'household management' in the Greco-Roman
world and has parallels particularly in
Stoicism. At the same time, Dunn notes,
"there are clearly Jewish features, particularly
in the extent of the concern for the weaker
members of the three pairings... There are also
distinctively Christian features, most notably
the sevenfold reference to 'the Lord,' that is,
Christ (3:18,20,22-24; 4:1), not as a separate
part of the code (duties towards God), but as
providing the orientation of the whole, and
even the possibility of some dependence on
some tradition of Jesus' own teaching (see on
3:20)." He concludes, "To become a member
of the new family of Jesus (cf., e.g., Rom 8:16-
17,29) did not involve displacement or justify
neglect of household responsibilities, whether
the believer belonged to a Christian or non-
Christian hosehold; Christian discipleship was
not disruptive of society's basic structure...
Relationships within the family and household
were themselves part of Christian vocation and
the first place where responsibility to the Lord
should come to expression and be put to the
test."

"The corresponding responsibility of the
husband is to love his wife. The ideal of a
husband being tenderly solicitous for his wife
was not distinctively Christian... But again a
distinctive Christian note comes through in the
use of the verb dyastow, which, as elsewhere
in the Paulines (Rom 8:37; Gal 2:20; Eph 2:4;
5:2,25), gains its characteristic emphasis from
Christ's self-giving on the cross (see on 1:4
and 3:14). Thus &yosaw plays the role in
3:19 of 'in the Lord' in 3:18 and 20 and is itself
sufficient to refer the reader back to traditions
of Jesus as the Christ and Lord (2:6-7)." Dunn

yuvn, aikog f woman, wife
mkpatveobe  Verb, pres pass imperat, 2 pl
Tkpowvew  make bitter

"Most translate 'Do not be harsh with them'
(RSV,NEB/REB,NIV,GNB). But the passive
voice here presumably implies that the
bitterness is experienced by the husbands.
What is in view, therefore, is probably the
feeling of the dominant partner who can
legally enforce his will on his wife but who
will not thereby win her love and respect and
can thus feel cheated and embittered as not
receiving what he regards as his due." Dunn.

Verse 20

Td tékva, VItokoveTe Totg yovedoLy katd
mtdvta, To0T0 YOp evdpeoTdV EoTLy €V
Kvplw.

Tekvov, ov n child

Verse 18

Al yuvalikeg, Vrotdooeo0e tolg dvdpdouy,
Mg aviikev ¢v Kupiw.

yuvn, atkog f woman, wife

"The legal status of children under Roman law
was still more disadvantaged. Technically
speaking, they were the property of the
father... The child under age in fact was no
better off than a slave (a point Paul had been
able to put to good effect in Gal 4:1-7)... In
view of all this it is worth noting that children
who presumably were still minors (cf. Eph
6:4) are directly addressed; evidently they are
thought of as both present in the Christian
meeting where the letter would be read out and
as responsible agents despite their youth."
Dunn

vmakovw obey, be subject to
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YOVEVG, ewg m parent
g0ape0TOG, OV acceptable, pleasing

Cf. Eph 6:1-2 which makes the point explicitly
by quoting the fifth commandment.

Verse 21

Ol matépeg, un £pebilete 0 Tékva VUDV,
Tva un dBvudoy.

TaTnpE, tatpog m father

¢oeOllw stir up, make resentful, embitter

dbvuew become discouraged or
disheartened

"To belong to a strange sect, a religion without
a cult centre, without priest and sacrifice, must
have exposed the younger members of the
Christian families at Colossae to some abuse
from their fellows in the marketplace. Without
strong parental encouragement they could
easily become 'discouraged' (RSV). The
psychological sensitivity displayed here is
remarkably modern." Dunn

Verse 22

Ol dothot, VIakoVeTE KATd TAVTO TOTG
Katd odpko Kvplolg, ur €v
O0PBOAUOdOVALY (g dvBpwITdpesKoL, GAAe
gv Ao TL KoPdiag, pofovdusvol TOV
KVPLOV.

0ovAog, ov m slave, servant

Part of the household in the ancient world.
Again they are part of the Christian
congregation being addressed and treated as
responsible individuals.

VITaKovw see v.20

00pE, oapkog £ flesh, human nature

ogpOaiuodoviia, ag f service rendered
merely to impress others

The Greek word is found only here and in Eph
6:6.

avOpwiapeokog, ov  one who acts merely
to please men
amhotng, ntog f generosity, sincerity

"It indicates a singleness of intention, a focus
of purpose, springing from the centre of
motivation and concern (see on 2:2), so
'wholeheartedly and without reservation."
Dunn

qopeonar trans fear, reverence

"The main motivation for such single-minded
obedience is not the human relationship of
slave to master (a servile fear, as in Rom 8:15),
but the obligation that, whatever one's position
in human society, one should live as before the
Lord and for the Lord (cf. 1 Cor 7:17-24)."
Dunn

Verse 23

0 éav moufite, €k Yuyfic €pydleobe, Mg @
Kvpiw kol ovk dvBpwiolg,

¢ov if; often equivalent to dv

[6 dav 'whatever' cf. v.18

Yuyn, ng f self, inmost being, 'soul’

'put every part of your being into the work you
do,' 'put your whole heart into it.'

g¢oyaCouar work, do, perform

Verse 24

£1001eg OTL Atd kvpilov dmwohjupecde v
avtamddooly tfig kAnpovouioag. @ kvpiw
XpLot® dovhevete:

€ld0tec  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl oidal
(verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

armoMjupeobe  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 2 pl
amolaupovw receive back, get back

avtamodoolg, ewg f compensation

| Here alone in the NT.

kAnpovouta, ag f inheritance, what is
promised

"The paradox of slaves becoming heirs of
God's kingdom would not be lost on the
Colossians. Under Roman law slaves could
not inherit anything." Dunn

dovievw serve, be a slave

"The triple repetition suggests that slaves
would need to keep reminding themselves that
their loyalty to Christ transcended their loyalty
to their masters, thus making it easier to bear
the harsher features of their enslavement."”
Dunn

Verse 25

0 YO GdkdV kouloetar O Nélknoev, kal
oVk £0TLV TPOoWITOANULA.

adikew wrong, treat unjustly, harm
koullw buy; midd receive, be paid back

Cf. 2 Peter 2:13. "The force of this warning or
reassurance is twofold: it encouraged harshly
treated slaves that their masters could not
escape due judgment, in the final judgment if
not in this life, and it warned the slaves
themselves to maintain their own high
standards of integrity so far as possible. The
teaching is not antithetical to the Pauline
doctrine of justification by faith, but echoes
Paul's own earlier teaching (Rom 2:6-11; 1
Cor 3:13-15; 2 Cor 5:10)." Dunn

mpoowTolnuLa, ag f favouritism,
treating one person better than another

Cf. Lev 19:15; Deut 1:17; 16:19 and in respect
of God Deut 10:17; 2 Chron 19:7.
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Verse 1

Ol kvpLot, T dikalov kal v lodtnto
totg dovholg mapéyeade, £idoTeg OTL Kal
Ve Exete KOPLOV €V 0VPAVE.

oLkaLog, o, ov righteous, just

lootng, nrog f equality, fairness

mapeyw act & midd cause, bring about,
do, offer

Here, 'grant'

eldoTeg  see 3:24

Day 593: Colossians 4:2-6

Verse 2

T1 mpooevyf TPOOKAPTEPETTE,
yonyopodvteg év avtfj év edyapLoTiq,

mpookaptepew devote oneself to,
continue in

"The note is of perseverance and
tenaciousness... The thought is obviously of a
piece with the idea of unceasing prayer (Rom
1:9-10; 1 Thess 5:17; Eph 6:18)." Dunn

yonyopew be or keep awake, be alert

Drawn from the imagery of guard duty. "It's
metaphorical usage seems to be almost wholly
Christian. The inspiration was almost
certainly Christianity's sense of imminent
expectation, which can be traced back to Jesus
himself (Mark 13:35,37; Matt 24:42; 25:13; 1
Thess 5:6; Rev 3:3; 16:15) and which here still
retains something of its earlier freshness.
Moreover, the link with prayer may echo the
scene in the garden of Gethsemane from the
passion narrative, which would no doubt be
familiar in all the early Christian churches
(Mark 14:38/Matt 26:41)." Dunn

gvyapLotia, ag T thanksgiving

|Cf. 1:3,12;2:7;3:17.

Verse 3

TPOOEVYOUEVOL dua Kai Tept Hudv, tva 6
Bedg dvoi&n fuilv BVpav ol Adyov,
Aolfiool 10 pvotripov tol XpLotod, die O
Kol O€deua,

TPOCEVYOUOL pray
duo adv. at the same time, together

"Paul had no embarrassment in understanding
prayer as asking for things on behalf of people
(Jesus has so taught, e.g., Matt 7:7-11/Luke
11:9-13). Such prayer expressed not a
selfishness or acquisitiveness, but a
recognition of dependence on God for the
opportunities to serve him and the enabling to
do so. So Paul does not hesitate, rather is
eager to ask for prayer for himself and his
work (as in Rom 15:30-32; 2 Cor 1:11; Phil
1:19; 1 Thess 5:25; 2 Thess 3:1-2; Phm 22; the
parallel with Eph 6:19-20 becomes very close
for these two verses)." Dunn

AVOLEN Verb, aor act subj, 3 s dvolLyw
open

Bvpa, ag f door, gate

Modew speak, talk

uvoTtnoLwov, ov n secret, mystery (of
something formerly unknown but now
revealed)

Cf. 1:26-27; 2:2.

d¢depalL  Verb, perf pass indic, 1 s 0t
bind, tie

Verse 4

va povepmow avTtd Og el ue Aafioat.

povepwow Verb, aor act subj, 1 s @avepow
make known, reveal, make evident

"This verse underlines Paul's own conviction
that he has been given the primary privilege, as
apostle to the Gentiles, to disclose the secret of
God's overarching design in creation and
salvation (Rom 11:25-26; 1 Cor 2:7; 4:1; Col
1:27-29; Eph 3:7-13)." Dunn

deL impersonal verb it is necessary,
should, ought
hodew speak, talk

Verse 5

"Ev cogig mepumatelte mpog tovg £Ew, TOV
KaLpOv EE0ryopolOUEVOL.

ocogLa, ag f wisdom, insight, intelligence
meputatew walk, live

|CF. 1:9-10.

¢Ew adv. outside; 6 £Ew outsider,
unbeliever

"To hold a balance between maintaining
distinctive commitment and promoting
genuine communication with others is never
easy.

KoLpog, ov m time
¢Eayopalw set free, redeem; midd make
the most of
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i.e. reclaim time that might otherwise be lost or
slip away. The use of K(LPOG meaning
'significant time' adds a sense of eschatological
urgency.

dlokovog, ov m & f servant, helper,
minister

ovvdoovhog, ov m fellow-slave, fellow-
servant

Verse 6

O MOyog VUGV mdvtote €v ydpLtL, dhott
Hotvuévog, eldévol mTdg 6el VUdg Evi
£kdoTw dmokpiveobal.

Envisages a church in communication with
those around it, not cut off in a 'holy huddle.'

mavtote always

¥dpttt  Noun, dat s yaplg, ttog f grace;
thanks, gratitude

dlog, atog n salt

Hotvuévog  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom s
dptvw season, restore flavour

Tychicus was an Asian (perhaps from
Ephesus) who accompanied Paul to Jerusalem
with the collection (Acts 20:4, cf. 1 Cor 16:1-
4). He would have been a delegate from one
of the churches. Now, perhaps 4 years later,
he is sent as Paul's personal representative
with the letter to the Colossians and the
Ephesians (Eph 6:21,22) and Philemon.

Paul was ready to consider him a suitable
substitute for Titus in Crete (Titus 3:12) and to
send him to Ephesus (bearing the letter 2
Timothy?) just when Timothy was needed
elsewhere (2 Tim 4:12).

Cf. Eph 5:29. "Christian speech is not to be
insipid, far less to be corrupt, but it is to
possess that hallowed pungency which shall
excite interest in the enquirer, and that
preservative flavour which may influence for
good the mind and heart of those who, being
without, are disposed to put questions to the
members of the church." Eadie

Verse 8

Oov Emepa Tpdg Vuds elg adtod todto, Tva
YVOTE TO TEPL NUDV KOl TOPAKAAEST) TG
KaEdL0g VUMDV,

meuTw send

| A good example of an epistolatory aorist.

eldéval  Verb, perfact infin oida see 3:24
oeL see v.4

elg, W, €v gen €vog, WLag, £VOg one
£K00TOG, 1, OV each, every

yv@®te Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl yLvewokw
mopakaAéon  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s
napakoiew exhort, encourage, urge

Verse 9

£viL £K00TOC 'one to another'

dmokpivoual answer, reply, say

"Here, evidently, was a church not on the
defensive against powerful forces organised
against it, but expected to hold its own in the
social setting of marketplace, baths, and
mealtable and to win attention by the
attractiveness of its life and speech.” Dunn

ovv OVNoiuW T@ TLOTY KAl AYoTnTd
adehp®, 6g £oTLv €€ DUV mdvto VUt
yvwploovoy td ®de.

®de adv here, in this place

Day 594: Colossians 4:7-12

Verses 7-18

Onesimus was a slave from Colossae who had
run away from his master, Philemon (see letter
to Philemon). He had become a Christian
through Paul's influence. Once of little value
to his master, he is now of great value and is to
be recognised not only as a slave but also as a
brother.

Verse 10

Paul commonly rounds off his letters with
personal messages such a travel plans,
greetings, final instructions, a personal note
and final benediction.

Verse 7

Aomdletol Yudg Aptotapyog O
ovvaLyudiwtdg pov, kol Mapkog 6
dveprog BapvaBa (stepl ol éAdPete
évtohdg, av ENON mPOg Vudg 6¢Eaode
ovTédV),

domalouwol greet, welcome, say goodbye

Td kate ¢ue mdvra yvopiogt vutv Tuykog
O dyamntog Adel@dg Kol TLoTOS dLAKOVOg
Kol 00vdovrog £V Kupiw,

éu¢  Pronoun, acc s £yw

yvwpllw make known, disclose
dyamnrog, 1, ov beloved

motog, m, ov faithful, trustworthy, reliable

Aristarchus seems to have been from
Thessalonica. He was with Paul during the
latter's lengthy ministry at Ephesus. He
travelled with Paul to Jerusalem and seems to
have accompanied him to Rome (Acts 20:4;
27:2).
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It may be that Aristarchus and Epaphras (see
Philemon 23) were not literally prisoners with
Paul but had volunteered to stay with him
during his house arrest.

ovvalyuoAmwtog, ov m fellow-prisoner
aveLog, ov m cousin

This Mark was the same as wrote the second
Gospel and had been a helper of Paul and
Barnabas on their first missionary journey.
Mark had deserted his senior partners and had
returned home. Paul had refused to take him
on his second missionary journey (Acts 15:36-
41), and this had resulted in Paul and Barnabas
going their separate ways.

Mark seems now to have redeemed himself
and is valued by Paul (see also 2 Tim 4:11).
The encouragement of Barnabas had doubtless
been an important factor in Mark's restoration,
as, in all probability, had been the influence of
Peter (see 1 Peter 5:13): Peter had known what
it was to fail and to be restored.

Epaphras, converted through the
instrumentalty of Paul, was, in all probability,
the actual founder of the churches in the Lycus
Valley (Col 1:7). He was from Colossae and
was a hard worker in the three neighbouring
churches. He seems, in some sense, also to
have shared for a while in Paul's imprisonment
(Phm 22).

doviog, ov m slave, servant

mavtote always

aywviopar  struggle, fight, compete

pooevyn, g f prayer

otobfite  Verb, 2 aor act subj, 2 pl toTnuL
and lotavew stand, stand firm

TeAELOG, O, ov complete, perfect, mature

memAnpogpopnuévol  Verb, perf pass ptc, m
nom pl wAnpogopew convince fully,
assure fully

Belnua, atog n will, wish, desire

géNGPete  Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl Aaufoavw

évtohn, ng f command, instruction

gov if

0¢Eaobe  Verb, aor midd dep imperat, 2 pl
deyoual receive, accept, welcome

Verse 11

Epaphras' concern for the Colossians mirrors
Paul's own concern for the churches.

Day 595: Colossians 4:13-18

Verse 13

kal “Inoodg 6 heyduevog ‘Todotog, ol
8vteg &k mepttoufic 00TOL HOVOL oUVEPYOL
elg v Paotheiov 100 00D, oltiLveg
gyeviiOnodv pot apnyopla.

UaPTVP® YO aBTd OTL ExeL TOMYV TOVOV
VITEP VUDV Kol TOV €V AdodLKeElQ Kol TOV
gv ‘Tepasmdhet.

mepttoun, ng f circumcision, those
circumcised, Jews
uovog, m, ov only, alone

uaptupew bear witness, testify

TTOAVG, TTOAAN, TTOAV gen TOAAOV, NG, OV 1)
much, many

Tovog, ov m  pain, suffering; hard work

Implies a disappointment that so few Jews
were helping Paul in his work.

Cf. 2:1. Epaphras' concern again reflects that
of Paul himself.

ovvepyog, ov m fellow-worker

oltiveg Pronoun, m nom pl 60TLS, NTLE, O
Tt who, which, whoever, whichever,
anyone, someone

gyeviiOnodv  Verb, aor pass dep indic, 3 pl
YLVOULOLL

mapnyopla, ag f comfort

Verse 12

Verse 14

domdletar Yubg Aovkdg 6 latpdg O
AyomnTog kol Anuac.

domalouol see v.10

domdletar Yubg "Emagpig 6 € Hudv,
dobhog Xprotod [ Inocod], mdvrote
AYWVLLOUEVOS VITEP DUDV €V TAlg
TPO0EVYOTS, Tva otodfjte TéheLoL kal
memANPopoPNUEVOL £V TTovTi Oehrjuatt ToD
Beo?.

Luke was a Gentile Christian. Note that he
was here in Rome with Mark: doubtless Luke
learned and took much from Mark which he
later incorporated into the third Gospel. Later,
Luke is the only one remaining with Paul in
Rome (2 Tim 4:11a).

lotpog, ov m physician, doctor
dyommrog, 1, ov beloved

Demas was one who later deserted Paul and
the work of the Gospel (see 2 Tim. 4:10).

domaloual seev.10
Entagpag, oo m Epaphras
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Verse 15

Aomao0aofe Tovg £v Aaodikeig ddehpolg
kol NUugav koi TV kot olkov avTiig
gxkAnotav.

There appear to have been close links between
the churches of Colossians and Laodicea.

oikog, ov m house, home, household

"Nuugav can be accented NOugav, from the
feminine nominative Nuupa, or Nuugav,
from the masculine nominative Nuugag. The
uncertainty of the gender of the name led to a
variation in the following possessive pronoun
between 00tng and ovtov. On the basis
chiefly of the weight of mss evidence the
Committee preferred NUOugowv ... avtic.”
Metzger, Textual Commentary.

ékkhnoia, ag f congregation, church

"Almost all churches met in private homes for
the first two centuries of Christianity's
existence (explicitly indicated in Rom 16:5; 1
Cor 16:19; Phm 2, as well as here; see also
Acts 2:46; 5:42; 12:12; 16:15, 40; 18:7-8;
20:8,20; Rom 16:14-15,23)." Dunn

"How general was this practice with Paul's
letters? We should hesitate to generalise too
quickly from the case in point, since the cities
of Colossae and Laodicea were so close.
Nevertheless, it is significant that a letter
written for a particular church should be
regarded as of sufficiently wider relevance as
to be read elsewhere. That suggests an
awareness on the part of the author(s) that
Paul's teaching, even in specific letters, was of
not merely occasional or passing significance.
In other words, we see here already that
beginning of the sense of the letters'
importance that thereafter developed over the
decades into an acknowledgement of their
canonical status, Moreover we begin to see
something of the process by which,
presumably, Paul's letters gained growing
influence as a group; that is, by increasingly
widespread circulation, different letters would
not only gain wider recognition but also be put
together with other letters." Dunn

Verse 16

Kal Otov dvayvwodf mape vutv 1
£mLOTOAY, TTowoate (va kol v T
Aaodikémv gkkAnoia dvayvwodi, kol Tv
gk Aoodikeiog Tva kal vuetg dvayvdte.

Some think that the 'letter from Laodicia' is the
letter we know as 'Ephesias' and that it had
been intended by Paul to be a circular or
general letter. Others are of the view that this
letter (like some of those to Corinth — see 1
Cor. 5:9) has been lost.

Verse 17

Ootav when

dvayvwobdfi Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s
dvaywwokw read, read in public
worship

oo preposition with dat with, in the
presence of

gmwotohn, ng f letter

A0odikevg, ewg m Laodicean

dvayv®dte Verb, 2nd aor act subj, 2 pl
AVOYLVWOK®

kal elmate Apylmme, Bhéme v duakoviav
fiv mopéhofeg év kupilw, Tvo adTiv
TANPOIC.

glmate  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl Aeyw

On Archippus cf. Phm 2, which suggests he
was one of Paul's fellow workers and, in
context, that he may have been a member of
Philemon's family, perhaps a son.

"The current letter would be read among the
Colossians, that is, read aloud (by Tychicus or
Onesimus) at meetings of each of the house
churches in Colossae (cf. 1 Thess 5:27) or
perhaps at a single (open-air?) meeting of the
whole church called for the purpose...
Without further delay, presumably (the cities
were so close that any threat to the church in
one would almost certainly be a threat to the
other), it should be taken to Laodicea (again
by Tychicus and Onesimus?), with the
greetings of the Colossians (4:15), and read to
a (single) gathering of the Laodicean church.
Again, presumably on their return, the party
from Colossae would bring back a different
letter sent initially to the Laodiceans, to be
read to the Colossians.

fremw see, look, look to

dtakovia, og f ministry, service

mapéhofec  Verb, aor act indic, 2 s
mapaioupovew receive, accept

tAnpolg Verb, pres act subj, 2 s TANPOW
fulfill, accomplish

The exact nature of this ministry or task cannot
be known, but Dunn Comments, "That the
whole community (all the recipients) have the
responsibility of recalling Archippus to this
task (particularly if he was a member of an
important household in the community)
conforms to Paul's concept of mutual
responsibility and shared authority within the
community, to which all, including the more
important members, are to be subject (cf.
particularly 3:16 and 1 Thess 5:20-21...)."
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Verse 18

O domaouos T Eufi xetpl oviov.

UWVNULOVEVETE UOV TAV deoudv. 1 xdoLg

ueds vudv.

domaopog, ov m greeting

gU0G, 1, OV 1st pers possessive adj my,
mine

xevp, xewpog f hand, power

Cf. 1 Cor 16:21; 2 Thess 3:17.

uvnuovevw remember, keep in mind
oeonog, ov m (& n) bond, chain,
imprisonment, prison

"Perhaps it was the fetters themselves which
made it difficult for Paul to add more than this
brief scrawl." Dunn

xapLsg, ttog f  grace, unmerited favour
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