Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 124: 1 Timothy 5:17-6:21

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 124 — 1 Timothy 5:17-6:21

Day 616: 1 Timothy 5:17-25

Verses 17-25

Verse 19

Mounce argues that the whole of this section is
concerned with how Timothy deals with
elders.

KATd TPEOPUTEPOV KOTyoploY Ut
ToPadEYOV, £KTOC £l U €l dvo 1 ToLdY
UOPTVPWV.

Verse 17

Ol kaA®g TPoeoTdTES TPEOPVTEPOL dLITATiG
Tiufig AELoVobwoay, LAAOTO Ol KOTTLAOVTEG
&v AOYw kol dtdaokaliq:

mpoeoTTeg  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl
mpototnuL be a leader, manage; care
for

mPeoutePOg, o, ov  elder

outhovg, n, ovv double

Twun, ng f honour, respect, price

koatnyopa, ag charge, accusation

mapadeyouar accept, receive, welcome

€KTOg  except; ii) conj €kTog €l un
except, unless

Ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvolv two

1 or

TEELS, TOLA gen TOLwV dat TpLowv three

UOPTVG, LaPTVPOS dat pl popTvoLy m
withess

They are not only worthy of respect they
should also be paid for their work — hence
'double honour." Cf. 1 Cor 9:4-6; Rom 13:7.
There is considerable debate as to whether, in
the context of the first century church, the
reference is to a salary or an honorarium.

Cf. Deut 19:15; Matt 18:16; Jn 8:16; 2 Cor
13:1; Heb 10:28. This refers only to the
normal practice concerning accusations against
anyone. Paul mentions this case in particular
because elders were more exposed to false
criticism than other members of the
congregation.

Verse 20

GdE0VoBwoav  Verb, pres pass imperat, 3 pl
dEwow consider worthy, make worthy
uailota especially

TOVG AUAPTAVOVTOS EVWTTLOV TTAVTWV
Eheyye, (va kal ol Aowol piépov Exwoty.

auoptovw  sin, commit sin

Mounce says that it is possible to translate
uaAlota here as 'namely' so that the second
phrase clarifies the first.

Mounce translates 'confront those who persist
in sinning ...

komwaw work, work hard, labour
owaokahia, ag f teaching, doctring;
instruction

Verse 18

évwrmov prep with gen before, in the
presence of
éheyyw show (someone his) fault, rebuke

MyeL yap M yoowtj, Bodv dhodvta ol
PLUWOELS" koib, AELog O épyding Ttod
woBod ovtod.

"The linear aspect of é\eyye, 'confront,'
parallels the linear aspect of AUOPTOVOVTOG:
Be in the habit of confronting those in the
habit of sinning." Mounce. The word means
"to show someone his sin and to summon him
to repentance... It implies educative
discipline." TDNT

yoapn, ng f writing, Scripture

Pfovg, poog m ox

dloaw  thresh

@uuow silence, put to silence, muzzle

Cf. Deut 25:4; 1 Cor 9:8-12. "In other words,
it is part of God's design that Christian workers
be paid for their work. While much of the
problem in Ephesus has to do with the love of
money, that does not negate the right of
Christian workers to be paid." Mounce.

dEog, a, ov worthy, deserving, fitting
goyatng, ov m labourer, workman
wobog, ov m pay, wages, reward

| Cf. Luke 10:7; Matt 10:10.

\ouog, M, ov rest, remaining, other
@ofog, ov m fear
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A public rebuke which will warn the other
elders that they are accountable to the church
as well as to God. "Paul is suggesting a
twofold confrontation process. The first step
is to accept an accusation only if there are two
or three firsthand witnesses. This would
supposedly be in private and include
confrontation with the elder. If the accusation
is valid and the sinning persists, then the elders
should be confronted in public before the
whole church so that the rest of the elders may
fear, realising that they will be held
accountable for their own actions by the
church and God, and presumably so that the
sinning elder will repent." Mounce.

"Timothy should be slow to commission new
elders because the sins of some take time to
surface while others' good character may not
be immediately obvious. Timothy should
therefore be cautious in commissioning elders
lest he become culpable for their later sins (cf.
2 John 11 for a similar idea of sharing
another's sins)." Mounce.

oeavtov, ng reflexive pronoun yourself
dyvog, m, ov  pure, holy, innocent
meew  keep, observe, maintain

Verse 21

"Since there is some overlap between this
verse and v 21, the notion of purity here is
more the idea of keeping pure of any
accusation of discrimination or partiality."
Mounce.

Avapoptipouat ¢vortov tod 0god kol
Xp1ot0od "Inood kol Tdv EkhektdV
ayyéhwv, Tva tadta puidEng xwplg
TEOKELUOTOS, UNOEV TOLDV KT
TPOOKALOLY.

Verse 23

Mkt ¥V3pomdTEL, GAMY Olve OAIYW oD
LA TOV OTOUAYXOV KOl TOG TUKVAS 0OV
dofeveiog.

olapaptvpouat declare solemnly and
emphatically, charge

évomiov prep with gen before, in the
presence of

ékhektog, 1, ov  chosen

"He wants Timothy fo obey the all-important
charge concerning the discipline of elders: that
is, he wants him to resemble the angels in
obedience." Hendriksen. Mounce says, "He
may be calling to mind the final judgment and
Timothy's accountability to God at that time."

unketL no longer

vdpomotew  drink water

olvog, oV m wine

oMyog, 1, ov  little, small

¥o® Verb, pres midd/pass dep imperat, 2 s
yoaouol use, make use of

otouoyog, ov m stomach

mukvog, M, ov  frequent

aofevelo, ag f weakness, illness

@UAGENS  Verb, aor act subj, 2 s QUAAOOW
keep, guard, defend

ywplg  without, apart from

TPOKPLUO, TOS n  prejudice

A legal term for making up one's mind before
hearing the facts.

unoeLg, undeuta, undev see v.14
npookAlols, ewg f favoritism, partiality

Verse 22

Xetpag tafwe undevi ¢mutier, unde
KOLVWVEL GQUOOTLaLE AMOTOLOLG" OEaUTOV
ayvov TrpeEL.

xevp, xewpog f hand, power

Cf. 4:14.

Tayxews adv. quickly, at once

¢mTOnue  place on, place, put

unde negative particle nor, and not, neither
kowvwvew share, take part, contribute
auaptia, og fsin

dlhotpLog, o, ov  belonging to another

"Many recognise that it is a parenthetical,
personal remark that Timothy is not to
understand Paul's previous call to purity as an
endorsement of Timothy's apparent decision to
abstain totally from alcohol... Paul's
opponents were drunkards, and to dissociate
himself totally from them and their teaching,
Timothy apparently had chosen to abstain to
the point that it was hurting him physically.
His abstinence was an example of not
exercising his Christian liberty when it might
damage another's faith (cf. 1 Cor 8:13; Rom
14:15, 21). While this was admirable, Paul did
not want Timothy to think that the preceding
statement was an endorsement of his decision
to abstain, and in fact Paul thought that
Timothy should change his habit and use a
little wine because of his physical problems."
Mounce.

Verse 24

TwvdV dvOpwitwv ol duaptiol Tpddnroi
elowy, Tpodyovoal €ig kplowv, TLolv 8¢ kol
émokohovbodoLy:

auaptio, og £ sin
mpodNAog, ov  very obvious or evident
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mpodyovoal Verb, pres act ptc, f nom pl
mpoayw intrans go before or ahead of

"The picture Paul creates is that of a person's
sins as if they were a herald (Bernard's term...),
going before and proclaiming a person to be a
sinner and ineligible for the office of elder.
elg, 'into," indicates the result of the sins, that
they lead to Timothy's and inevitably God's
judgment." Mounce.

kplolg, ewg f judgement, condemnation
é¢rmokolovOew follow, appear or come
later

Timothy must be careful not to judge simply
by external appearance or by first impressions.
This is particularly true when it comes to the
selection of those suitable for leadership in the
church. The phrase "act in haste, repent at
leisure" is apt and has been the sorry
experience of many congregations.

Verse 25

MoaVTmg Kal to Epya Td KaAd TEddNha,
Kal Td GAwg Exovta kpufiival ov
dUVaVTaL.

woavtwg adv in the same way, likewise
kalog, 1, ov good, right, proper, fine
dMwc adv otherwise

0 dAAwg Exovta lit. 'the things having
otherwise,' means 'those that are not.' Paul is
speaking about good deeds that are not
immediately visible yet which, like the sins
mentioned in the previous verse, cannot
remain hidden.

kpupfivar  Verb, 2 aor pass infin KpuTTW
hide, conceal, cover
dvvauor can, be capable of

Day 617: 1 Timothy 6:1-5

Verses 1-2

Fee tentatively suggests that there was a
conflict in the Ephesian church between slaves
and masters, probably connected with the
Ephesian heresy.

Verse 1

Ooot glotv Vitd Tuydv dodhot, Tovg idlovg
deomdtag mdong tuufic dEiovg
Nyetobwoav, Tva uy 16 dvoua 1od Beod
kal 1 dudaokario fracenufitol.

"But in keeping with his teaching elsewhere,
Paul admonishes Christian slaves not to use
their freedom as an excuse to treat their
masters disrespectfully." Mounce.

0600¢, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as; pl. as many as, all

Cuyog, ov m yoke

doviog, ov m slave, servant

idLog, 0, ov one's own

deomotng, ov m slave owner, master

T, ng f see 5:17

dElog, o, ov worthy, deserving, fitting

Nysouo think, regard, consider

ovoua, T0g n name, reputation

owdookaila, ag f  see 5:17

Proaognuijtalr  Verb, pres pass subj, 3 s
Proognuew speak against, slander

| Cf. Rom 2:24; Isa 52:5; also Titus 2:10.

Verse 2

ol 8t TLOTOVG £Y0VTEg EOTOTOS UM
Katagpoveltwoay, 0Tl adelgol elovv:
AMAG ubhhov dovievétwoay, OTL moTol
glowv Kal dyamnrol ol tfig evepyeoiog
avtihappavouevor. Tadto didaoke Kol
TOPOKAAEL.

motog, M, ov faithful, believing
katagpoovew despise, treat with contempt
ucaliov adv more; rather

dovhevw serve, be a slave

dyomnrog, 1, ov beloved

gvepyeowa, ag f service, act of kindness

"This is similar to Paul's statement to Philemon
that he should receive Onesimus back 'no
longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a
beloved brother' (Phlm 16). Just as the slave
views his master as a fellow Christian and
works all the more, so also the master must
realise that the slave is not ultimately a slave
but a fellow Christian whose labours are acts
of kindness." Mounce.

avtihappavouar  benefit from
odaokw teach
mapakohew exhort, encourage, urge

Cf. 4:11. Mounce this final phrase belongs not
with vv 1-2 but with what follows — Paul's
final critique of his opponents at Ephesus.

Verse 3

el TLg £Tep00LO0OKONET KOl UT) TTPOOEPYETOL

vyLoivovory Adyolg, Totg 10D kvplov Hudv

"Inoo® XptotoD, kai Tfj kate edoéferay

dudaokaia,

¢tepoddaokalew teach a different
doctrine; teach a false doctrine

Paul has been giving Timothy instruction on
what to teach. He now tells him how to deal
with those who would teach something
different in the church. Paul makes his own
teaching and doctrine a standard for the
church.
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mpooepyoual agree with, associate with
vytowvew  be sound, be in good health

Cf. 2 Tim 1:13; also 1 Tim 1:10; 2 Tim 4:3;
Titus 1:9; 2:1.

gvoefeta, ag f godliness, godly life,
religion
owdaokaila, og f see 5:17

The apostolic teaching in which Timothy has
been instructed owes its origin and authority to
Christ. It is designed for godliness and
thereby confers health.

"This does not mean that the opponents are the
victims of someone else's thievery; the PE
makes it clear that the opponents know exactly
what they are doing (cf. 1 Tim 1:6). The
phrase creates a picture of people who have no
participation in the gospel whatsoever. They
do not teach an altered gospel; what they teach
is wholly different (cf. 1 Tim 1:3). In the PE
aAindeta, 'truth,' is almost a technical term for
the orthodox gospel (cf. 1 Tim 2:4)." Mounce

Verse 4

TETVQOTAL, UNOLV EMLOTAUEVOS, ALY
voodv mepl TNTroelg Kal hoyopaytag, €&
v yivetol pddvoce, ¥oig, Praocenuiat,
VITOVOLAL TTOVNEAL,

vouwtw think, suppose, assume
JTOPLOUOS, OV m gain, means of gain
elvar  Verb, pres infin el

gvoefela, ag f seev.3

Of this verse Guthrie comments, "This is a
noteworthy example of the processes by which
intellectual wrangling so often ends up in
moral deterioration."

TeTOQWTAL  Verb, perf pass dep indic, 3 s
Tugoouol be swollen with pride
unodeg, undeuta, undev no one, nothing

é¢motopal  know, understand
vooew have an unhealthy desire (for)

The final statement is transitional, leading into
vv 6-10. The NIV translation 'think that
godliness [or religion] is a means to financial
gain' is better than AV, 'gain is godliness.'
Compare Titus 1:11. "Behind the opponents
facade, their supposed intellectualism and false
piety, lies the real motivation for their
ministry: they want to make money.
Presumably they charged for their instruction
(cf. 1 Tim 5:17)." Mounce.

The opposite of the healthy words of the
gospel in the previous verse.

Day 618: 1 Timothy 6:6-10

Verse 6

Cntmolg, ewg f controversy,
controversial issue
hoyouayla, ag f quarrel about words

£0TLV 08 TTOPLOUOS Uéyog 1 eVOEPELOL UETL
aVTOPKELOG"

"Verbal quibbles,' cf. 6:20.

@Bovog, ov m envy, jealousy

goug, Wog f strife, rivalry
pPraoenuia, ag f slander, blasphemy
vmovola, ag f suspicion

movnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

Verse 5

JTOPLOUOS, OV m  see v.5

ueyog, ueyoAn, ueyo large, great

evoefeia, ag f seev.5

avtapkela, ag f  self-sufficiency,
satisfaction

dramapatpipol diegpbapuévwv dvhpwmwy
OV volv kal dreotepnuévov thg
dAnOetac, vouLLOVImY TOPLOUOV Elval TV
evofpeLav.

owamapatplpn, ng f constant arguing or
irritation

diepbapuévwv  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
olapbepw destroy; pass be depraved

This term can be used either in a negative
sense or a positive. Paul's usage is a deliberate
play on and contrast with the Greek,
particularly Stoic, usage meaning self-
sufficiency. Here Paul means 'requiring
nothing else' — the knowledge and heartfelt
conviction that one has enough, indeed, more
than enough. See Paul's use of the cognate
aVTAEKNG, 'content,’ in Phil 4:11. "The
contentment that is of great profit is one that
seeks security not in worldly riches but in
God." Mounce. Cf. Matt 6:25-34.

'people who have been corrupted in their
mind.'

Verse 7

VOUg, VOOG, VOL, VOUV m mind,
understanding

dmeotepnuévawv  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
amootepew  defraud, rob

dAnbeia, ag f truth, reality

oVOLV YOP elONVEYKOUEY EIG TOV KOOUOV,
O1L 00d¢ £Eeveykely TL duvduedo-

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing

elonvéykauev  Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl
elopepw bring in, carry in

¢Eeveykelv  Verb, aor act infin £kqepw
carry or bring out
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ovvauor be able to, be capable of

Cf. Job 1:21; Lk 12:16-21. There is some
discussion over the meaning of 0Tt in this
context. The difficulty of the reading is
reflected in a number of textual variants
including the popular dnhov Ot 'it is evident
that." Hendriksen lists six different
possibilities. He suggests that the use of 0Tl
here is eliptical (an abbreviated expression)
and cites John 6:46 as a parallel. He argues
that the sense is, "just as it is evident that
neither are we able to take anything out of it."
Mounce concludes that "Most agree that Paul
uses OTL in a weakened sense, meaning 'and."

It is the nagging desire which is harmful and
destructive, driving the person into a minefield
and away from the peace which is to be found
in satisfaction with God. Fee comments,
"Why would anyone want to get rich? Wealth
has nothing to do with one's eschatological
existence in Christ; on the contrary, the desire
leads to other desires that end up in ruin, of
which truth the false teachers themselves are
Exhibit A (v. 10)."

ootig, Ntig, 6 Tt who, which
fvBillw sink, drag down, plunge

Verse 8

"It creates a picture of those wishing to be rich
sinking further, inexorably, into the sea of ruin
and destruction." Mounce

Eyovteg 8¢ dLATPOPAC KOl OKETAOUOTAL,
tovToLg dpkeobnodueda.

dwatpogn, ng f food

okemooua, Tog n clothing, shelter

dpkeoBnoduebo  Verb, fut pass indic, 1 pl
dpkew be enough; pass. be content,
be satisfied

0Aebpog, ov m destruction, ruin
anmwiewa, ag T destruction, utter ruin

Verse 10

| Perhaps a Hebraic imperatival future.

OLCa yap mavtwv TV KokdV E0TLV 1)
@Lopyvpta, fg Tiveg OpeYOuevoL
amemhoviOnoav dmo Tiic miotews kal
£00VTOVG TEPLETTELPAY OdVVALS TTOMMATLC.

Verse 9

ol 8¢ Povlouevol TAOVTELY EumtimTovoLy

elg meLPaoUoOV Kal mayido kol Embuvuiog
oMAG dvortoug kol Prapepds, oltiveg

BubiCovory tovg dvbpwiovg eig Ghebpov
Kol dmwheray:

Owa, nc f root, source
koKog, M, ov evil, bad, wrong, harm
@Lhapyvpla, ag f love of money

foviouar want, desire, wish
mhovtew be rich, grow rich

"The apostle does not say that the love of
money is the (one and only) root of all existing
evils but that it is a root." Hendriksen. The
NIV reflects this also in its translation, "the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil."

opeyoual be eager for, long for

Paul here is not dealing with the possession of
wealth, he does that in vv 17-19, but with the
desire for and pursuit of wealth.

Cf. 2 Tim 3:2. Mounce says that Tuveg here
refers to Paul's opponents.

égumutto  fall into
TELPAONOG, ov m trial, test, temptation
maylg, wog f snare, trap

Elsewhere where oyl is used in the PE it is
explicitly said to be Satan's snare, cf. 1 Tim
3:7; 2 Tim 2:26.

é¢mbvua, ag f desire, lust, passion

TTOAVG, JTOAAY, TTOAV gen TOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

dvontog, ov foolish, ignorant

prapepog, a, ov harmful

dmemhoviOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
dmomhovaw deceive; pass wander
away

motig, ewg f faith, trust, belief, the
Christian faith

govtog, €avtn, cavtov  him/her/itself

mepLémelpay  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
mepLutelpw  pierce through (as with a
spike)

Here alone in the NT. "Desires are thorns, and
as when one touches thorns, he gores his hand,
and gets him wounds, so he that falls into these
lusts will be wounded by them, and pierce his
soul with griefs. And what cares and troubles
attend those who are thus pierced, it is not
possible to express." Chrysostom.

odvvn, ng f pain, sorrow

The attractions of the world are deceptive;
those who abandon Christ for the pursuit of
them lose out not only upon eternal life but
also on present happiness and satisfaction.
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Day 619: 1 Timothy 6:11-16

Verse 11

UaPTLVG, LoPTVPoS dat pl popTVOLY m
witness

Verse 13

>0 8¢, & dvOpwre OgoD, tabTa gedye:
dtwke 8¢ dikatoovvny, gVoéfeloy, ToTLy,
adydmmy, vopoviy, mpatimadiay.

o O!
pevyw flee, run away from, avoid

mopayyEMw [oot] évomiov 10D 0eod tod
Cwoyovoivtog td avto kal XpLotod
"Inood 100 naptvprioavrog émi ovtiov
ITAGToV TV KaAnv duoloyiav,

Cf. 2 Tim 2:22.

olwkw seek after, pursue

Sin can only be avoided by actively fleeing
from it and pursuing holiness.

okatoovvn, ng f righteousness
evoefera, ag f seev.5
vmouovn, g f patience, endurance

Mounce suggests that the confession of v 12
may have had a credal form and that v 13 may
pick up some of the elements of that primitive
creed: God the Father as creator and sustainer
of all; Jesus who faced trial and death under
Pontius Pilate etc.

mapayyelhw command, instruct
Cwoyovew save life, give life to (of God)

| Particularly under trial.

npaimabela, ag f gentleness, humility

The verb means both 'to give life' and 'to
preserve and maintain life.'

Only here in the NT. Replaced in many MSS
by the more common po(0)Tnat. It contains
the ideas of consideration for others and a
willingness to waive one rights.

uoPTVPNoOVTOS  Verb, aor act ptc, m gen s
uaptvpew bear witness, testify, be a
witness

Verses 12-14

There are clear parallels between vv 12-14 and
2 Tim 4:6-8, though in the latter case the
subject is Paul and his ministry rather than
Timothy.

Christ made his confession before Pilate, not
in many words, but in his conduct and in his
willing submission to death, i.e. his
perseverance in his mission.

Verse 14

Verse 12

mpfioat og v évtohny domihov
avertiinuirtov péyxpt thg Emupaveiog tod
kvpiov udv Incod Xpuotod,

AywviCov TOV kahov dydva Tfig TioTtewg,
é¢mhofod tiic alwviov Twfig, eig v
£kMONGS Kol MUOAOYNoag TNV KOANV
ouoroyiov Evmmiov TOAMOV LoPTHPWV.

mpfioatl  Verb, aor act infin Tnpew keep,
observe

o¢ Pronoun, acc s ov

évtoAn, ng f command, order, instruction

dyoviConar  struggle, fight, compete

kohog, M, ov good, right, fine

dywv, wvog m struggle, fight

g¢mhofod  Verb, aor midd dep imperat, 2 s
é¢mhoufBavouar take hold of, seize

ailwviog, ov eternal, everlasting

Com, ng f life

ékAnOng Verb, aor pass indic, 2 s, KOAEW

ouoloyew confess, declare, give thanks

Calvin argues that 'confession' here is more
than a simple verbal affirmation, it is
Timothy's evident embracing of the Christian
faith and life, witnessed by many at Ephesus
and in the other places where he had
ministered. Fairbairn understands it to refer to
Timothy's embracing of the faith either at his
baptism or his confession of it when he was set
apart to ministry.

Mounce says that the context suggests the
commandment referred to here encompasses,
"Timothy's commitment to Christ and his
ministry, a commitment to preach the gospel
that included righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, endurance, and meekness in contrast to
the opponents' teachings, and a commitment
that demanded perseverance until the Lord
returned. The commandment includes more
than any one part of the immediate context and
in fact encompasses it all."

domihog, ov  pure, spotless; without
defect

A cultic word, describing an unblemished
animal appropriate for sacrifice (Lev 4:3; cf. 1
Peter 1:19).

ouoloyla, ag f confession, profession
évomiov prep with gen before, in the
presence of

Adveminuitog, ov - above reproach

uexot and ueypig until, to

émupovela, og £ appearing, appearance,
coming
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Verse 15

v kaLpolg idlolg dei&el O pokdpLog kal
udvog dvvdotng, 6 Bacihevg TOV
Baolievoviwv kol kpLog TV
KVPLEVOVIWY,

kolpog, ov m time, season, age
idLog, o, ov one's own

The time of God's own determining, cf. 1 Tim
2:6; Titus 1:3.

oei&eL  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s deLkvvUL
show, reveal

The thought of Christ's coming leads into a
doxology in vv 15-16, parallel in some
respects to 1:17. This doxology is also part of
the exhortation for Timothy to persevere under
opposition; "Timothy serves the God who is
truly powerful, who is King over all kings and
Lord over all lords, whose transcendent glory
is overwhelming. Therefore, it is essential that
Timothy persevere because, as biblical
eschatology teaches, the fact that Christians
serve the true God is motivation for ethical
behaviour here and now." Mounce.

The doxology uses language drawn from the
OT, the Hellenistic synagogues and from
Hellenism.

uakoplog, o, ov blessed, fortunate,
happy

uovog, m, ov only

ovvaotng, ov m ruler, king

Paolhevs, ewg m King

Baoihevovtwv  Verb, pres act ptc, gen pl
Baothevw rule, reign

kvplevw have power over, rule over

"This second title places Timothy's God in
direct opposition to the imperial cult."
Mounce.

Verse 16

O udvog Exwv abavaoiov, edg olkdv
dmpdoLtov, OV eldev 0vdelg dvOpwTwv
0Vdt 10eTV dUvVATAL” @ TLUN KoL KOATOG
alwviov: dumnyv.

dbavaola, ag f immortality

Another implied critique of emperor worship. |

pwg, pwtog n light

oikew intrans live, dwell; trans live in
dpooLtog, ov  unapproachable

eldev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s Opaw see
0VdELG, 0VdEULY, OVdEY  Nno one, nothing
16etv  Verb, aor act infin Opaw

ovvouor be able to, be capable of

Twun, ng f honour, respect, price
kpatog, ovg n might, power, dominion
alwviog, ov eternal, everlasting

"This God is a mighty God who is in absolute
control, and to him alone belongs true worship
and might. He will be victorious and, it is
implied, will vanquish all his foes. Believers
must live in the here and now with the
conviction that eventually the enemy will be
vanquished, and those who have persevered
will receive their reward of eternal life."
Mounce.

Day 620: 1 Timothy 6:17-21

Verses 17-19

"Paul's opponents place the desire to be rich
above all else, above their personal integrity,
the Christian faith, and the spiritual lives of
those they influence. This attitude deserves
condemnation (vv 2b-10). After calling
Timothy to persevere in his work with these
people (vv 11-16), Paul balances his previous
comments by saying that the mere possession
of wealth is not wrong (as opposed to the love
of wealth, which is wrong). He turns away
from the opponents, faces the rich in the
Ephesian church, and warns them not to trust
in their wealth, for it will fail them; rather,
they must place their hope in God (vv 17-19)."
Mounce.

This section is marked by word play on
TAOVOLOG and its cognates, TTAOVOLMG,
JTAOVTOG, TTAOVTELV.

Verse 17

Tolg mhovaiolg év @ viv aidvi
oedyyele Ut VPNAo@EOVETY unde
NATTkéval €l Thovtov AdnhdTNTL, dAke
€7l Bed T mapéyovil ULV mTdvta,
mThovoimg elg ArdlovoLy,

shovolog, o, ov rich, well-to-do

aiwv, olwvog m age, world order,
eternity

mopayyeAhw command, instruct

vpnhogpovew be proud or arrogant

Only here in the NT, though note the variant in
Rom 11:20. "Paul does not want the worldly
rich to develop a mindset of superiority or of
pride over the poor. That would be the
opposite of realising that all the person
possesses is a gift from God (v 17b)." Mounce

unde negative particle nor, and not, neither
NATkéval  Verb, perf act infin éAmilw
hope, hope in

Here in the sense of set one's confidence in.

mAovtog, ov m & n riches, wealth
adnrotng, ntog f uncertainty
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Here alone in the NT, though cognates in 1
Cor 9:26; 14:8. "The futility of setting one's
hope on riches is a common theme throughout
the Bible (Pss 52:7; 62:10; Prov 23:4-5; Eccl
5:8-20; Jer 9:23; Mark 10:17-27; Luke 12:13-
21)." Mounce.

mapeyw act & midd cause, bring about,
offer

mhovolwe adv richly, in full measure

dmolavolg, ewg f enjoyment

Paul's warning against riches is not
accompanied by any false asceticism. We are
to enjoy the things we possess but to enjoy
them as gifts of God which must neither make
us forgetful of the Giver, nor of the commands
he has given concerning their use (v.18). Cf.
Eccl 5:18-20.

Verse 18

dyaboepyely, TAOVTELY €v £pyolg Kaholg,
gVUETAOOTOVS ELVOL, KOLVWVILKOVC,

dyaboegpyew do good; be generous with
one's possessions

mhovtew be rich, grow rich

kohog, M, ov good, right, proper

gvuetadotog, ov liberal, generous

elvar  Verb, pres infin el

KoLvwVvikog, 1, ov liberal, generous

Verse 19

amodnoavpilovtag tavtolg Oeuérlov
KaAOV eig 1O uéhhov, ivo Emhdpwvtol Tiig
Svime Cofig.

dmodnoavpllw acquire as a treasure

govtog, avtn, ¢ovtov  him/herlitself

Beueilog, ov m foundation

uehMw (ptc. without infin) coming, future

emAGBwvTaL  Verb, aor midd dep subj, 3 pl
é¢mhoufBavouar take, take hold of

oviwg really, certainly, indeed

Some MSS, followed by TR, read tng
alwviov Lwng which Metzger classes as
manifestly a 'correction' "for the less usual
Ovtwg which is supported by the better
witnesses of both the Alexandrian and the
Western types of text."

Com, ng f life

Cf. Mk 10:21; Lk 12:33; 16:9; 18:22; Matt
6:20.

"Believers live in an eschatological tension.
They live in this age and must address
themselves to the needs around them. But they
also belong to the eschatological kingdom and
must conduct themselves with an eye to what
will be. By working out their salvation in
practical ways such as sharing, they are
transferring their riches to the coming age,
establishing a firm foundation for them there.
This is not the reason for sharing but the result.
The reason for doing so, apart from
recognising one's true position in the present
age as a recipient of God's gracious gifts, is the
desire to grab on to life that is truly life:
eschatological life, eternal life." Mounce.

Verse 20

"Q TwdOee, TV Tapadikny @OAAEOV,

gktpemopuevog T0g fePrirove kevopmviog

kol dvtiféoelg Thic Pevdwviuov yvwoeme,

® O!

mapadnkn, ng f what is entrusted to
one's care

PUMAEOV Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
pulhooow keep, guard, defend

Cf. 1 Tim 1:18; 2 Tim 1:14. Timothy has been
entrusted with the Gospel, with the word of
God and the faithful ministry of that word.
"The Christian message ... is not something
that the church's minister works out for himself
or is entitled to add to; it is a divine revelation
which has been commited to his care, and
which it is his bounden duty to pass on
unimpaired to others." Kelly

gktpemopat  avoid

BePnrog, ov vile, godless, irreligious
kevopwvia, og f foolish talk

avtifeoig, ewg f contradiction
Ppevdwvupog, ov falsely called, so-called
yvools, ewg f knowledge, understanding

|CF. 1:6-7; 2 Tim 2:16.

Verse 21

v Tiveg émoryyehhduevol epl Tv oty

notdymoav. ‘H ydoirg uede dudv.

grmaryyehlouor promise, profess, claim

motig, ewg f faith, trust, belief, the
Christian faith

dotoxew (lit miss the mark) lose one's
way, leave the way

In following after false but attractive teaching,
some have been led away from the faith (cf. 1
Tim 1:3, 4, 6, 7, 19, 20).
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The plural Vuwv indicates that though written
to Timothy, the letter is for the church at
Ephesus as a whole. Some MSS, followed by
the TR, 'correct' the text, reading PeTA COV.
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