Reading The Greek New Testament Week 125: Titus 1:1-2:5

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 125 — Titus 1:1-2:5

Day 621: Introduction to Titus

For the historical background and authorship of the Pastoral Epistles, see the introduction to
the Pastoral Epistles in Week 121 and also the comment on Titus 3:12 in Week 126.

Titus the Man

Titus is not mentioned in Acts, but he does play a prominent role in 2 Corinthians. Mounce
writes, "According to the traditional theory, Paul paid a 'painful visit' to the Corinthian church
(2 Cor 2:1) and wrote a painful letter (2 Cor 2:4), which Titus carried to the church (2 Cor
2:12-13; 7:6). Paul left Ephesus for Troas, hoping to find Titus there, When he did not, he
continued on to Macedonia, where he found Titus, who brought an encouraging word about
the church's repentance (2 Cor 7:13-15)." Titus had been involved in collecting the offering
for the Jerusalem church (2 Cor 8:6; 16-17,23). He was a trusted member of Paul's inner
circle.

The Letter to Titus

Though there are similarities between the contents of Titus and 1 Timothy there are also
differences. The letter to Titus seems to relate to the situation of a young church in a pagan
environment where the problems arise more from the need for instruction than from
opposition. The insistence in 1 Timothy that elders should not be young in the faith is absent
from Titus probably because there were none who had been Christians for many years.

Mounce writes concerning the purpose of the letter:

"There are two basic reasons for Paul's witing to Titus: (1) The first was to ask Titus to remain in
Crete and care for the young church for the time being. This care included organisational issues,
such as appointing qualified leadership (only five out of forty-six verses) and withstanding the
opponents who are already experiencing success. Titus was also to teach the Cretan church basic
catechesis, behaviour and beliefs that were derived from the truth of the two core theological
formulations around which the epistle is built, Titus 2:11-14 and 3:4-7. One suspects that much of
the teaching was intended for the church, not Titus, who already knew it, and as validation of
Titus's authority (although this is not as pronounced as in 1 Timothy). The Cretan church did not
apparently have the advantage of Paul's extended teaching ministry, as did the Ephesians, and the
proverbial character of the Cretans (Titus 1:12) was proving itself true; therefore, Paul had to
emphasise more of the basic teaching of theology, how conversion must lead to a life of obedience.
(2) The second reason for writing was to ask Titus to encourage Zenus and Apollos, the carriers of
the letter, on their way and to urge Titus to winter with Paul in Nicopolis when a replacement
arrived.”

It is uncertain which of the two letters, 1 Timothy or Titus, was written first.
Referenced Works

Mounce, Willian D Word Biblical Commentary Vol 46: Pastoral Epistles, Nashville, Thomas
Nelson, 2000
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Day 622: Titus 1:1-4

Verse 1

IMadhog dodhog Oeod, dmdotohog ¢
"Inood Xprotod kotd oty EkhekTOV
0eoD kol émniyvwoly dindsiog thig kote
evogPeLav

0ovAog, ov m slave, servant

"All people are in slavery to sin (cf. Rom 6:16;
Gal 4:3, 8-9; Titus 3:3; cf. John 8:34) without
choice. But once redeemed, they joyously
become slaves of God (Rom 6:15-18, 20-23;
8:15; 1 Cor 7:22; Gal 4:4-5; cf. John 15:15)
and are employed in his service." Mounce

motig, ewc f faith, belief, the Christian
faith
gxhektog, m, ov  chosen

Hendriksen argues that kata here has the
sense of, "in order to further or promote" 1i.e.
is expressive of purpose. Mounce understands
kota here in a similar fashion, stating, "The
purpose of Paul's apostleship is to bring God's
elect to faith."

gmyvwolg, ewg £ knowledge, recognition

"gnLyvwols, 'knowledge,' is not only
intellectual apprehension but also a fulness of
understanding, in this context the type of
understanding that results from experience (cf.
gvoefeLa, 'godliness,' below)." Mounce

dAndeia, ag f truth, reality
gvoefela, ag f godliness, godly life

"The goal of Paul's apostleship is the personal
response of faith, a faith based on an accurate
knowledge of the truth of the gospel, and a
faith that naturally and necessarily shows itself
in godly behaviour. Paul has encapsulated his
answer to the problem of the PE, felt more
emphatically in Ephesus but also present in
Crete, that Christianity is based on the truth of
the gospel and demands the response of faith
lived out in a godly life." Mounce

Verse 2

gte EATidL Cwfic alwviov, fv énmyyeilato
6 devdng 080 PO POV alwviwy,

g7 expressing purpose (as Kata in the
previous verse), but also goal.

ghtig, 1bog f hope

Com, ng f life

ailwviog, ov eternal, everlasting

gmmyyeihato Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
grmoryyeAlopol promise

apevdng, e one who never lies,
trustworthy

Here alone in the NT. In early Christian
literature the word is used of God alone.

¥povog, ov m time, period of time
alwviog, ov eternal, everlasting

God's plans for the salvation of his people
were formed before the foundation of the
world (cf. Rom 16:25; 1 Cor 2:7; 2 Tim 1:9
also Acts 7:17 and Eph. 1:4).

Verse 3

gpavépwoev 8¢ KaLpolg idiolg Tov Adyov
avtod év knpvyuatt O émlotevdny éyw kate
gmtaynv tod owtfipog MudV 0go0D,

goavepow make known, reveal
KoLpog, ov m time, proper time
idlog, o, ov one's own

[Cf. 1 Tim 2:6,

|‘EOV hoyov is here the gospel, cf. 1 Tim 4:5.

Knovywa, Tog n what is preached,
message

gmuotevOnv  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
motevw believe (in), pass be entrusted
(with)

|CE. 1 Tim 1:11; 2:7.

é¢mtoyn, ng £ command, order, authority

| here the meaning is 'by order of.'

owTINnE, NEOS m saviour

Verse 4

Tite yvnotw Tékve Katd Kowny Tiotuv:
¥GpoLg kal eipivn dmtd Beod matpdg Kol
Xptotod "Incod 100 owtfipog UdV.

yvnolog, o, ov genuine, true, loyal
Tekvov, ov n child

Maybe Titus was converted under Paul's
ministry.

KoLvog, o, ov. common, in common

May carry the sense of a common faith which
now binds together Jew and Gentile, of which
Paul and Titus are examples.

etonvn, ng f peace

Cf. I Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2.

Day 623: Titus 1:5-9

Verse 5

Tovtov ydpwv dméhmdy oe ¢v Koy, Tva
T Aelmovta EmdLopbwon kol KataoTiong
kATl TOMV TPEOPVTEPOVS, OS EYw OOL
dLeTaEduny,

xopwv  prep with gen for the sake of,
because of

dméhatdv  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
dmohewtw leave behind
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Suggests Paul may have been in Crete
ministering with Titus.

o¢ Pronoun, accs ov

Aewtw  lack, fall short

£mdL0p0wor  Verb, aor midd subj, 2 s
¢mdLopbow  finish setting in order or
set in order

kouv The appointment of elders could be a
separate task from the 'remaining things' or the
ko could be explicative, bearing the sense
'including' or 'especially.’

katootiong Verb, aor act subj, 2 s
koOtotnue and koBiotovew putin
charge, appoint

In this church planting situation elders had to
be appointed rather than be chosen.

moALlg, ewg f city, town

mpeofutepog, o, ov elder

OLeTOEGUNY  Verb, aor midd indic, 1 s
owotaoow command, give instructions

Paul was a team worker, not attempting to do
everything himself but delegating tasks to
other members of his team.

"Paul and Titus possibly had a missionary tour
through Crete after Paul's release from the first
Roman imprisonment, ... but Paul left before
he was able to set the Cretan church in order.
So Titus stayed to finish the task, which
included the appointment of overseers. Titus'
job was twofold: to complete the organisation
of the church in Crete and to preserve it from
doctrinal contamination, the former being the
first step towards the latter." Mounce

Verse 6

el Tig €0ty AvEykAnTOog, LB YUVOLKOG
avrip, tékva EXwv TLoTA, U1 &V KoTnyopiq
dowtiog 1 dvumdTakto.

"gi T1C, 'if anyone,' begins a conditional
sentence that is never finished, but we can
assume an apodosis such as 'let them serve."
Mounce

aveykhntog, ov  beyond reproach, without
fault

elg, W, €v gen €vog, WAG, EVOS one

yuvn, aikog f woman, wife

avnp, dvdpog m man, husband

Cf. 1 Tim 3:2.

tekvov, ov n  child
motog, M, ov faithful, trustworthy,
believing

The words that follow make it clear that the
requirement is not that the children have to be
believers but that they are to be faithful, or
obedient, to their parents. It is not a
requirement that the overseer have children,
but only that if he has, they are submissive and
not disorderly.

On the qualifications for elders, ¢f 1 Tim 3.

kotnyopa, ag charge, accusation
dowtio, ag f dissipation, reckless living

Cf. 1 Peter 4:3-4, also Lk 15:13.

1N or
avumotaktog, ov  disorderly, disobedient

Verse 7

Sel yap TOV émtokomov dvéykAntov givat
g 0eol olkovouov, un avbadn, un
opythov, w wdporvoy, un TARKTNY, wi
aloypokepdf,

OeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must,
should
£7TLOKOTTOS, OV m  overseer; bishop

Note that the elders are to be overseers, they
are appointed to perform a task. "The switch
from tpeoPutepog, 'elder’ (v 5), to the
synonymous 7TL0KOTT0C, 'overseer,' shows an
early date of writing, at a time when the
offices and terminology had not yet had time
to solidify... The same fluctuation occurs in
Acts 20:17, 28 (cf. 1 Pet 5:1-2,5)." Mounce

elvar  Verb, pres infin el
oikovouog, ov m steward, manager

|CE. 1 Tim 3:14-16.

avbadng, e  arrogant, self-willed

|CF. 1 Peter 5:1-4

opywhog, M, ov  quick-tempered

| Here alone in the NT.

mopowvog, ov m  drunkard, given to
strong drink

TAMKTNG, OV m  a quick tempered or
violent man

aloypokepdne, e greedy for material
gain

This appears to have been a problem among
Paul's opponents, cf. 1 Tim 3:3,8 also 1 Tim
6:5-10; Titus 1:11. The full time elder should
be properly paid for the work he performs (1
Tim 5:17,18), but should not be greedy or
grasping or "desire to be rich beyond one's
needs." Mounce

Verse 8

QMY PLAOEEVOV, PLAEYoOoV, omppova,
dikatov, dolov, ykpotd,

@LAoEevoc, ov  hospitable
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Having an open and welcoming home, cf. 1
Tim 3:2.

gLhayaBog, ov loving of what is good

| Here alone in the NT.

owgpwv, ov gen ovog sensible, self-
controlled; chaste

olkaLog, o, ov righteous, just

60lo¢g, o, ov holy, devout

Robert Murray McCheyne stated, "My
people's greatest need is my personal
holiness."

éykpatng, ¢ self-controlled, disciplined

Verse 9

Avtexouevov tol katd TV ddaynv motod
Aoyov, Tva Suvatdg 1 Kol TaPoKoAely év
T ddaokaria Tff Vylavovon Kal Tovg
AVTIAEYOVTOG EAEYYELV.

avteyouat be loyal to, hold firmly to
owaym, ng f teaching, what is taught

kato Tnv dudaynv implies a body of
instruction passed on to Titus and/or the
church in Crete by Paul — the apostolic
teaching.

motog, M, ov faithful, trustworthy, reliable

duvartog, m, ov possible, powerful, able

I Verb, pres subj, 3s i

napakohew exhort, encourage, urge

owaokaila, ag f teaching, doctrine

vywawvovon  Verb, pres act pte, £ dat s
vywawve  be sound, be in good health

|Cf. 1 Tim 1:10.

dvtiheyw object to, oppose
gheyxw show (someone his) fault, convince
(someone of his) error, convict

He is to build up the believer and to refute
those who oppose the Gospel, cf. 1 Tim 3:2; 2
Tim 4:2.

Day 624: Titus 1:10-16

Verse 10

Elolv ydp mohhol [kal] dvvmdtakTot,
LOTALOAOYOL KOL (OEVOTTATAL, UAAOTA OL
¢k thig mepLtoufis,

"The yap, 'for,' shows the relationship between
vv 10-16 and the preceding vv 5-9. Titus must
appoint qualified people to church leadership
because there are many wicked people in Crete
who would destroy the church if they could."
Mounce

TTOAVC, TTOMAY, TTOMV gen TOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

kot is presentin D GI K W TR ef al but is
omitted from & A C P 088 81 et al. Metzger
comments, "It is difficult to decide whether
koL was added in accordance with the
rhetorical usage known as hendiadys, or
whether it was omitted by copyists who, not
appreciating such usage, deleted it both as
unnecessary and apparently disturbing to the
sense."

dvvrotaktog, ov  disorderly, disobedient

| Rebels against the gospel.

uatalohoyog, ov m empty talker

|CF. 1 Tim 1:6.

@pevamatne, ov m deceiver

| Here only in the NT.

uahiota especially
mepttoun, ng f circumcision, those
circumcised, Jews

The false teaching was Jewish in origin though
it had clear Hellenistic/gnostic elements to it.

Verse 11

olg &gl émotouiCeLy, oltiveg Ghovg
0lkoVg AVOTEETOVOLY SLOGOKOVTES O U
del aloypod képdoug yapLv.

oeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must,
should
é¢motomlw silence

"Just how this silencing should be done is not
indicated in the present passage. See however
on 1 Tim 1:3,4; 1:20; 4:7; 2 Tim 2:16, 21, 23;
4:2; Titus 1:13b; 3:10. At first the errorist
should be tenderly admonished so that he may
be won for the truth. If he refuses, he must be
sharply reprimanded and told to desist. The
person who persists in his evil ways must be
shunned by the church and disciplined."
Hendriksen

otltiveg Pronoun, m nom pl 60TLS, NTLE, O
T who, which

olog, M, ov whole, complete, entire

oikog, ov m house, household

dvatpemw overturn, bring ruin to

Cf. 2 Tim 2:18.

oldookw teach
aloypocg, a, ov disgraceful, shameful,
dishonest

Elsewhere in NT occurs only in the compound
aloypokeEdNC

kepOOg, OVG n gain
yapLv prep with gen for the sake of

Their concern is for money and prestige.
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Verse 12

elév Tic €€ anTdV, 1dtog adTdv
Tpogntng, Kopfiteg det pedotar, kakd
Onota, yaotépeg dpyod.

idLog, o, ov one's own
TPOYNTNG, oV m prophet

The quotation that follows is believed to come
from Epimenedes, a poet from Cnossus in
northern Crete, who wrote somewhere
between 630 and 500 B.C. This is how the
character of the Cretans is painted by one of
their own number.

Kpng, ntog m a Cretan

dev  always, constantly

Yevotng, ov m liar

kokog, m, ov evil, bad, wrong, harm
Onplov, ov n animal, beast
yaotnp, 1pog f womb; glutton
apyoc, n, ov idle; lazy; useless

Verse 13

N woptvpio oty £otiv dAndig. die fiv
aitiav Eheyye adtovg dmotoume, Tvo
vyLaivooLly €v i miote,

uaptvpla, og f testimony, witness
aOng, ec  true, truthful, honest

Paul adds his authority to the saying.

aitio, ag f reason, cause

gheyxw show (someone his) fault, rebuke
dmotouwws sharply, severely

vywave  be sound, be in good health

The third person plural here surely refers to the
Christians in Crete — though it could refer to
the false teachers who are to be rebuked.

mioter  Noun, dats moTig, ewg f faith

Verse 14

wn Tpooéyovtes ‘Tovdaikolg wvboug kol
EvTolalg AvOPWITWY AITOOTPEPOUEVWV TV
anbeLov.

mpooeyw pay close attention to, hold on
to, be devoted to

Cf. 1 Tim 1:4.

‘Tovdaikog, 1, ov  Jewish
uwvboc, ov m myth, fanciful story

"Refers to stories the opponents had created
around minor OT characters, stories that
contained their secret knowledge (cf. 1 Tim
1:4)." Mounce

évtohn, ng £ command, order, instruction

évtohols avBpwmwv "Refers in part to the
opponents' ascetic teachings (cf. 1 Tim 4:3-5),
a ritualism that replaced true worship."
Mounce. Cfalso Isa 29:13 LXX cited in Matt
15:9; Mk 7:7.

amootpepw turn away; midd turn away
from, reject, desert
anbeva, ag f truth, reality

L.e. the gospel.

Verse 15

mdvta kaBapd Totg kabapolg: Tolg o
UEULOUUEVOLS KOb ATtioTolg oVdEV
kaBapdv, AN peptavtal oDtV Kai O
voDg kal 1 ovvetdnolg.

kabopog, o, ov pure, clean, innocent

In the context of "commandments of men"
(v.14) this is probably reference to the Jewish
food laws (cf. 1 Tim 4:3). "Paul's opponents
were evidently teaching that one could attain
ritual purity by following the ascetic laws.
Paul asserts, rather, that those who are morally
defiled and do not believe cannot be made
acceptable to God even by ritual purity
because everything about them is unclean."
Mounce.

uepoupuévolg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n
dat pl wowve  defile, contaminate

dmotog, ov unfaithful, unbelieving

ovdELS, oVdeULa, 0VdEV  NO one, nothing

ueuiovtal  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 pl
WOV

VOUG, VOOG, VOL, VOUV m mind,
understanding

ovveldnolg, ewg f conscience

|Cf. Mark 7:7.

Verse 16

0eov ouoroyodolv eidévat, Tolg 8¢ £pyolg
dpvotvtat, BoelvkTol Gvieg Kal Armeldelg
kol pog mav £pyov dyabov adokLuoL.

ouohoyew confess, declare

eldévar  Verb, perf act infin oida (verb perf
in form but with present meaning) know

dpveouar deny, disown

|CF. 2 Tim 3:5.

fdelvkTog, N, ov detestable, vile

| Particularly what is detestable fo God.

dmelBels  Adjective, m & f, nom/acc pl
amedng, ¢ disobedient, rebellious
ayabog, 1, ov good, useful, fitting

|CF. Titus 2:14.

adokipog, ov  failing to meet the test,
worthless
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"Titus 1:16 is the hinge verse of the entire
epistle. The opponents claimed to know God,
but their godless lives showed that they did
not, and as a result they were not living out
their salvation as God intended, pursuing good
works. The essence of the Cretan theology
was that they thought that belief and practice
could be separated, and Paul spends most of
the rest of the letter arguing that God's salvific
work and the believer's life of obedience must
go hand in hand. Of course, this zeal for good
works commended by Paul cannot earn
salvation, but it is the necessary corollary to
God's salvation and is in line with his original
intent." Mounce.

The definite article included with each of the
three virtues mentioned implies that it is not
just any old faith, love and patience that Paul
has in mind: he is speaking of the Christian
faith, Christian love, flowing from a
knowledge of the character of God's love to us
in Christ, and Christian patience, rooted in the
certain hope of glory. The same trilogy occurs
in 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 3:10 and 1 Thess 1:3.

Verse 3

TPEEOPVTLONG MOOVTWES £V KATUOTHUOTL
lepompenels, un oLafolovg unde otvey
TTOMED dedOVAOUEVOS, KAAOILOATKAAOVS,

Day 625: Titus 2:1-5

Verses 1-10

Verses 1-10 are reminiscent of 1 Tim 5:1-2,
addressing groups by age and sex.

mpeoputic, Wog f old or elderly woman

A church should consist of people of all types

and ages, reflecting the diversity of the people
of God. 'Youth churches' are contradictions in
terms. The teaching in the church is to reflect

that diversity, including instruction for all ages
and needs.

Verse 1

20 8¢ Mdhel G wpémel T VyLovovon

oLdooKaAlq.

hadew speak, talk

mpemel impers verb it is fitting, it is proper

Vywawvovon  Verb, pres act pte, fdat s
vyLowvew  see 1:13

A key word in these exhortations, cf. vv 2,8,
also 1:9.
owaokahia, ag f teaching, doctrine

Christian teaching or doctrine is not simply a
set of ideas, it encompasses also a pattern of
life which reflects the character of Christ and
adorns the gospel we profess.

Verse 2

TEeoPVTOC VN@oLiovg glval, oepvovc,
oWPEOVOS, VyLaivovtag tf miotel, Ti
ayduty, T vwouovij.

npeofutng, ov old man, elderly man
vneailog, o, ov temperate, sober

|CF. 1 Tim 32,

elvar  Verb, pres infin el

oeuvog, M, ov  serious; of good character,
dignified

owgpwv, ov gen ovog sensible, self-
controlled; chaste, modest (of women)

Able to act wisely and in a restrained manner. |

vywoLvew  see 1:13 for this phrase
vrouovn, ng f patience, endurance

woovtwg adv in the same way, likewise
KOTOOTNWO, T0G n  behaviour, way of life
lepOTPENNG, €C  reverent

Here alone in the NT. It refers to conduct
approriate for a temple. "The simple meaning
is that we must take seriously the fact that we
belong to God." TDNT

oLoporog, ov given to malicious gossip

Cf. 1 Tim 3:11. Those given to malicious
gossip are doing the devil's work.

oivog, ov m wine

TTOAVG, TTOAAN, TTOAV gen TTOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

dedovhwuévog  Verb, perf pass pte, f acc pl
dovhow enslave

kohodldaokarog, ov  teaching what is
good

The word occurs only here in Greek literature
and may have been coined by Paul. The
meaning is elaborated in the following verses.
It refers to informal instruction of the younger
women.

Verse 4

Ivo ow@POVILWOoLY T0g VEUS PLAAVOPOVS
eival, gLLoTékvoug,

ow@poviLw train, teach, advise,
encourage

veog, o, ov  new, fresh, young

@LAovdpog loving one's husband

"Especially appropriate in a culture where
husbands were not chosen by the wife."
Mounce

glval  Verb, pres infin iyt
@Lhotekvog, ov loving one's children
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Verse 5

owpEovag, ayvdg, oitkovpyoig dyaddc,
vrotaooouévag Totg idtolg dvdpdoy, Tva
un 6 Aoyog tol 0god Braognuftod.
OWEEWV, OV gen OVOG see v.2

ayvog, 1, ov  pure, holy, innocent, chaste
olkovpyog, ov devoted to home duties

"Contrasts with the conduct of the younger
Ephesian widows who were lazy and ran from
house to house (1 Tim 5:13)." Mounce.

dyabog, n, ov good, useful, fitting

vrotoooouévag  Verb, pres pass ptc, facc pl
votooow  subordinate; pass. be
subject, submit to, obey

"By specifying idLoLg, 'one's own,' Paul
emphasisies that the submission is not of one
gender to another but of the wife to her
husband." Mounce

PAaognuiital  Verb, pres pass subj, 3 s
praoenuew speak against, slander,
insult

Cf. the similar reason given for the conduct
sought of younger men (v 8) and slaves (v 10).
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