Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 128: 2 Timothy 2:8-3:9

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 128 — 2 Timothy 2:8-3:9

Day 636: 2 Timothy 2:8-13

Verse 8

Mvnudveve ‘Incotv XpLotov éynyepuévov
gk VEKODV, €K OTTEPUATOS ACVid, KT TO
eVAYYEAMLOV nov*

uvnuovevw remember, keep in mind

gynyeouévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc s
gyelpw  raise

VvEKPOG, 0, ov dead

"Timothy was to take courage by dwelling on
the victory over death and the glory of his
Master." Ellicott.

omepua, Tog n seed, offspring

Cf. Rom 1:3-4. That Jesus was the Messiah,
descended from David, formed a fundamental
element of the apostolic kerygma.

Verse 9

¢v O kakomadd uéyoL Seoudv Og
kakoDpyog, dAAd 6 Aoyog tol BgoD ov
O£0eTOL.

kokomafew suffer, undergo hardship

uexor and uexplg prep with gen until, to,
to the extent, as far as

deouog, ov m (& n) bond, chain,
imprisonment

KOKOUPYOS, ov m (serious) criminal

Occurs elsewhere only of the criminals
crucified with Jesus (Lk 23:32, 33, 39).

0¢detal  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s 0ew
bind, tie

"Though the world may bind and persecute
ministers of the Gospel, it can never bind or
restrain the Gospel itself." Calvin.

Though Paul has been greatly used in the
expansion of Christianity, the work will
continue without him. Mounce thinks that
Paul may also mean that, despite his chains, he
continues to have opportunity to testify of
Christ and that he may even be able to
proclaim the gospel before Caesar.

Verse 10

S1d todto mdvta Voudvm S Tovg
gxhekTovg, Tva kol avtol owtneiog
TUYWOoLy Thg v Xptot® "Inood uetd dOENG
alwviov.

vmouevw endure, remain behind
éxhektog, m, ov  chosen

An implied call for Timothy also to endure.

owtnowa, ag f salvation
TUYXwoLv  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl Tuy)avOD
obtain, receive

| The sense here is eschatological.

00Ea, ng f glory
alwviog, ov eternal, everlasting

Verse 11

TotOg 6 AOYOS: €l Yo ovvasteddvouey,
kol ovCioouev:

moToG, N, ov faithful, trustworthy,
reliable, believing

The fifth and last of Paul's 'faithful sayings.'
Cf. 1 Tim 1:12-17.

Verses 11b-13 may be a fragment of a
primitive Christian hymn — though the content
and language (especiallu ovv- verbs), is
thoroughly Pauline.

ovvameBdvouev Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl
ovvamofvnokw die together (with)

|Cf. Rom 6:8.

ovCaw live with, live together

Paul's words may here reflect the fact that he
may soon have to face death for the sake of the
Gospel. However, Mounce argues that there is
a strong parallel with Romans 6, where future
tenses are used of the present life of the
believer (either because future from the
perspective of baptism or true futures but with
the eschatological reflected back into the
current life of the believer). In the light of this
parallel Paul "calls Timothy to think back to
his conversion/baptism experience and how it
should affect his present life." This phrase and
the first half of v 12 then form a sequence
rather than parallel thoughts.

Verse 12

el vopévouev, kal cvupacthevoouey: ei
dpvnodueda, kdkelvog dpvijoetol Hudc:

Vrouevew  see v.10
ovupaocthevw  reign with

| Only here and 1 Cor 4:8.

dpveouat deny, disown, renounce
KGKELVOG, 1), O contraction of KoL €KELVOG
and he, that one also, he also
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Cf. Matt 10:33. This line of the 'saying' is a
warning against apostasy. "In its historical
context it is a warning to the Ephesians,
especially Hymenaeus, Philetus (2:17), and
possibly the deserting Asians (1:15), that their
apostasy has serious consequences." Mounce.

Day 637: 2 Timothy 2:14-19

2:14 ff

Verse 13

Paul now begins to address the specific
situation at Ephesus and how Timothy should
deal with it.

el dmotobuev, €kelvog TLoTdg UEVEL,
dpvroaobol yap £autdv ov dUvatal.

Verse 14

damwotew fail or refuse to believe; prove or
be unfaithful

€KeLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that
(person/one), he, she, it

motog, M, ov faithful, trustworthy,
reliable, believing

Tabto vmwouiuvnoke, SLOUAPTUPOUEVOS
évomov 100 0eod un hoyouoryelv, e
oVdEV xPNoLUOV, T KATOOTPOYT] TOV
AKOVOVTWV.

tovto It is difficult to be certain of the
reference — perhaps the things contained in the
faithful saying of the previous verses.

The first half of the verse may be understood

in one of two ways:

i) A continuation of the warning of verse 12
(so Lock). Christ is acting faithfully when
he denies those who deny him. The
thought may reflect that of God's covenant
faithfulness in executing the judgments of
the covenant as well as the blessings.

ii) The thought is quite separate from v 12 and
is one of promise. Though at times we act
in a faithless manner yet Christ remains
faithful in his care of us.

Most commentators think the second the more

likely meaning. "Most see line 4 [of the cited

hymn] as a promise of assurance to believers
who have failed to endure (line 2) but not to
the point of apostasy (line 3). Peter's denial of

Christ (Matt 26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72; Luke

22:15-19) and his repentance and forgiveness

(John 21:15-19) are often used as an

illustration. This message was especiallly

significant in the Ephesian context since their
opposition to Paul entailed faithlessness to

God. If Timothy was feeling defeated, it

would also serve to encourage him." Mounce

vroutuvnkw  remind; recall to attention

dtapaptvpouot declare solemnly and
emphatically, charge

évormov prep with gen before, in the
presence of

Many MSS read £vTLov TOU KUPLOV.
Metzger writes, "It is difficult to decide
between €vomiov Tov Beov and évwmiov Tou
KvpLov, both of which are supported by
weighty evidence. A majority of the
committee preferred the former reading which
is in harmony with 4:1 and 1 Tim 5:4 and 21."

hoyouayxew fight or quarrel about words

The verb occurs here only in the NT, but cf. 1
Tim 6:4 and Titus 3:9 for the cognate noun.
The sense is 'to dispute about words, split
hairs." While Timothy must oppose the false
teachers he is not to be drawn into playing
their own game and to end up in profitless
disputes.

dpvioaobol  Verb, aor midd/dep infin
APVEOUOL

govtog, avtn, eavtov him/her/itself

ovvauol can, be able to, be capable of

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing
xpnotuov, ov n good, value, profit
kataoTpogn, ng f ruin, destruction

Verse 15

OTTOVdA00V OEAVTOV dOKLUOV TTOPAOTHo0L
™0 0e®, £pydTny dvemaioyvvtov,
opBotopodvro TOV Adyov Tiic dAndeiog.

"The moral impossibility of self-contradiction
in God forms the basis of His faithfulness."
Guthrie.

Lock sees this last phrase as Paul's added
comment to the cited hymn.

omovdaoov  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
omovdalw work hard at, be eager

oeavtov, ng reflexive pronoun yourself

dokLuog, ov approved, genuine, valued

mapLotnuL - present, stand before

g¢oyatng, ov m labourer, workman

dvemaloyvvtog, ov - with no need to be
ashamed

Cf. Phil 1:20. "Timothy is to do his ministry
such that he will not be ashamed of it, perhaps
with the eschatological nuance of standing
before God in the judgment." Mounce.

opbotouew use or interpret correctly
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The precise meaning of the verb is unclear. It
occurs here only in the NT and means literally
'to cut straight.' It is used in non biblical
Greek in connection with 680¢ 'to cut a
straight path.' There are two basic views as to
its meaning here:

i) Right interpretation of the gospel;

ii) Right behaviour in line with the gospel.
Mounce concludes, "Perhaps the rarity of
opbotouery should serve as a caution against
making too precise a distinction between the
two options, especially in light of the theme in
the PE that right belief and right conduct go
hand in hand. Treating the gospel correctly
cannot stop at right belief but must move into
right conduct, and in fact vv 16-18 discuss
both behaviour and belief."

Verse 18

oltiveg mepl v dAj0eLoy oTOYoay,
Méyovteg [Tv] dvdotaouy 1o yeyovéval,
Kol AVATEETOVOLY TV TLVOV TTLOTLV.

This is one of the few places where the content
of the heresy is specified.

oltiveg Pronoun, m nom pl 60TLE, NTLE, O
T who, which

dotoyxew (lit miss the mark) lose one's
way, leave the way

avootaolg, ewg f resurrection, raising up

1on adv now, already

yeyovéval Verb, perf act infin yuvouat

dAndsia, ag f truth, reality

|I.e. the gospel.

Verse 16

T 8¢ BePrilovg kevopmwviag meptiotaco:
€7l mhetov yop mpokdpovoly doepetag,

Bepniog, ov vile, godless, irreligious
kevopwvia, ag f foolish talk

BePrirovg kevogpwviog cf. 1 Tim 6:20,
'godless chatter.' The meaning is much the
same as AOYOUOELV in v 14,

mepltotaco  Verb, pres midd imperat, 2 s
meptiotnul  avoid, keep clear of

TAELWV, TAELOV or TTAEOV more; £l .
further, more and more

mpokomtw advance, progress

doePela, ag f godlessness, wickedness

"The opponents think they are progressive,
advancing in their religion, but the only thing
they are advancing in is ungodliness."
Mounce. Cf. 3:9.

Verse 17

Cf. 1 Cor. 15. They may have taught that the
only resurrection is a spiritual in which the
believer is already raised up with Christ. The
subtlety of their error lay in affirming and
emphasising one aspect of Scripture truth
(Ephesians 2:6) while denying another.

"The preaching of the bodily resurrection is a
central element in Paul's theology. To deny
the bodily resurrection is to deny Christ's
resurrection, and if Christ is not raised, then
the gospel message is empty (1 Cor 15:12-17).
To deny the resurrection is to deny the truth of
the gospel. But the doctrine came under attack
in Corinth (1 Cor 15:12) and elsewhere (2
Thess 2:1-2). Many suggest that Paul's
teaching of spiritual death and rising to life (2
Tim 2:11; Rom 6:1-11; Col 2:20-3:4; cf. Eph
2:6; 5:14) has been perverted by replacing the
bodily with the spiritual resurrection and hence
denying the bodily resurrection... This
pervertion would have been strengthened by
the prevailing philosophical dualism that saw
material as evil — cf. the Athenian ridiculing
dismissal of any notion of bodily resurrection
(Acts 17:32) — and often resulted in asceticism
or an indifference towards immorality."
Mounce.

Kal O Moyog adtdV Og YayypoLva vouny
£EeLs v oty “Yuévorog kol ®ikntog,

yayyopawva, g f gangrene, cancer

dvatpemw overturn, bring ruin to
motie, ewg f faith, trust, belief

Verse 19

|A medical term used of flesh-eating sores.

voun, ng f spreading (v. éxw spread, eat
away)
€EeL  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s €yw

"The false teachers are advancing in
ungodliness, and their teaching is eating away
at the spiritual flesh of the church." Mounce.
We know nothing of these characters who
were presumably leaders in false teaching.
Hymenaeus is probably the same as is named
with Alexander in 1 Tim 1:20 and
excommunicated by Paul.

O uévrot otepedg Oeuéliog tod Oeod
gotnkev, &wv TV opeayldo TodTnv:
"Eyvo kUpLog tovg dvtag avtod, kal,
ATooThitw Ao adikiog moe 6 dvoudlwv
10 dvoua kvpilov.

uevior but, nevertheless, however

0TEPEOS, o, ov firm

Oepeilog, ov m (also Beuellov, ov n)
foundation, foundation stone

BeueAlog is here probably best understood as
that which God has founded, namely the
church.
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gotnkev Verb, perf act indic, 3s toTnuL
stand, stand firm
oppayls, Wog f seal, mark, inscription

Twun, ng f honour, respect, price
atwuia, og f disgrace, shame, dishonour

"The metaphor is based on the practice of
inscribing a seal on the foundation of a
building in order to indicate ownership and
sometimes the function of the building (cf. the
seal of the twelve disciples on the foundation
of the new Jerusalem in Rev 21:14). The
following two phrases specify what the seal
actually says; it was common to have the seal
contain a motto or short phrase." Mounce.

It is not that the vessels are dishonourable but
that they are for dishonourable use — such as
collecting rubbish.

Cf. Rom 9:21-24 for Paul's use of a similar
metaphor concerning vessels. However, the
emphasis here is different in Rom 9 and it is v
21 that must govern our understanding of
Paul's present meaning.

gyvw  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s YLVWOK®

Verse 21

The citation is from Numb 16:5 LXX. God
has a perfect knowledge of those who are his
own, unlike our fallible knowledge. But there
is more here — God's knowledge includes:

i) His sovereign choice of his own (Numb
16:5; 1 Peter 1:2; Rom 8:29), "It is God's
prior knowledge in election that assures
Timothy that despite the success of the
opponents the elect are safe" Mounce;

ii) His special love for his own (Nahum 1:7;
John 10:14);

iii) His secure hold on his own (John 10:27-
30).

2o o0V TLg EkkaBdEn £auTdv AITd TOVTWY,
g0t okeDog eig TLUNY, NYLOOUEVOY,
glyonotov t® deomdTy, £ig dv Epyov
AyabOVv NTOLUAOUEVOY.

¢av if, even if, though

ékkabdpn  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s
ékkaBalpw  clean out, make clean

govtog, £avtn, favtov him/herfitself

4o TouTWV s partly expounded in vv. 22-
23.

gotar  Verb, fut indic, 3s €ijL

dmootitw  Verb, aor act imperat, 3 s
dgrotapol (dep in all forms but aorist)
intrans leave, go away, keep away

adika, og £ wrongdoing, evil, sin

ovouolw name, call

ovoud, Tog n name, person, authority

Note the parallel with Numbers 16:5,26 and
the context there.

"The second statement on the seal is one of the
most strongly worded demands in Scripture,
that obedience to the ethical demands of the
gospel are [sic] mandatory, not optional."
Mounce. The promised security of the child of
God leaves no room for complacency.

"Close and intimate association with
hypocrites may easily lead to moral and
spiritual contamination (1 Cor 15:33... 2 Thess
3:14)... Thus a person must 'effectively' or
'thoroughly’ clease himself 'from them', that is,
from evil men (‘utensils for dishonour') and
their defiling doctrines and practices; from
such men as Hymenaeus and Philetus and their
disciples, and from their false teachings and
evil habits." Hendriksen.

Nywaouévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc & n
nom/acc s Gywalw sanctify, make holy

Cf. 1 Thess 4:3-4.

Day 638: 2 Timothy 2:20-26

Verse 20

"Ev ueydhn 6¢ oikig ovk £0TLv udvov
okevn xovod kol doyvpd dAAG kol EVALva
Kol 00TpdKiva, kol 0 uev eig TLuny o 8¢
el druuiov:

edyonotog, ov useful, beneficial

deomotng, ov m Lord, Master (of God and
of Christ), master (of a house)

ayabog, 1, ov good, useful, fitting

Nroluaouévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m ace &
nnom/acc s £tolualw prepare, make
ready

Verse 22

ueyog, ueyodn, ueyo large, great
oikiwa, ag f house, home, household
uovov adv only, alone

OKEVOG, oug n object, thing, vessel
¥pvoovg, 1, ovv made of gold, golden
apyvpovg, o, ovv made of silver
gvlvog, M, ov  wooden

00TpOKLVOG, M, ov made of baked clay

TOg 8¢ vewTePLKAg mbuuiag @edye, diwke
8¢ dukaloovvny, wioTtiy, dydmny, elprvnv
UETA TOV kO OVUEVVY TOV KUPLOV £K
kabopds Kapdlog.

VEWTEPLKOG, 1, ov youthful, associated
with youth
é¢mbvwo, ag f desire, lust, passion
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"vewTePLKAG €mbuutag, 'youthful passions,’
could refer to the sensual lusts of youth (cf. 1
Tim 4:12; 5:2; Titus 2:6), but the following
verses do not speak about this issue. While
these may be included, the emphasis is more
on Timothy's youthful temperament and the
possible difficulty of avoiding arguments and
being gentle in instruction." Mounce.

pevyw flee, run away from, avoid

Cf. 1 Tim 6:11

olwkw seek after, pursue, follow

dkatoovvn, g f righteousness, what is
right

motig, ewg f faith, trust, belief

elonvn, ng £ peace

é¢mkalew call; midd call upon, appeal to

"To call on the (name of the) Lord' is common
terminology in the OT (Gen 12:8; 13:4; Judg
15:18; 1 Kgs 18:24; 2 Kgs 5:11; Pss 116:4, 13,
17; 118:5; Zeph 3:9...). While it can be used
of those who pray in the NT (Acts 2:21), it is
normally broader in scope as it describes those
who align themselves with the Lord (Acts
9:14, 21; 15:17; 22:16; Rom 10:12, 13, 14; 2
Cor 1:23; cf. 1 Cor 1:2). Assuchitis
synonymous with the earlier phrase 'everyone
naming the name of [the] Lord' (v. 19).
kvpLog, 'Lord,' specifically is Christ since the
phrase is a description of Christians." Mounce

kabapog, a, ov pure, clean, innocent

Verse 23

TS 8¢ LWPAS kol dmaldevtovg TnTioeLg
mopaltod, eldwg OTL yevvdowy udyog:

uwpog, o, ov foolish

dmaldevtog, ov  ignorant, stupid,
uneducated

tntmoig, ewg f debate, controversy

|CF. 1 Tim 1:4

mopolrteonol  keep away from, refuse to
hear

eldwg  Verb, perf act ptc, mnom s 0idal
(verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know

vevvow be father of, bear, give birth to

uayn, ng f quarrel, fight

Verse 24

dobhov 8¢ kvpiov oD el udyeobar, GAAN
AoV £ivol TPEOS TAVTOS, SLOAKTIKOV,
AveEikokov,

0ovAog, ov m slave, servant

oeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must,
should

uaouor quarrel, fight

Amog, o, ov  gentle, kind

|Cf. 1 Thess 1:7.

elvar  Verb, pres infin el
dLdokTLKOS, 0, ov able to teach
dveElkakog, ov  tolerant, patient

"The qualities enumerated here and in v 25a
are similar to the qualities required of church
leaders in 1 Tim 3 and Titus 1." Mounce

Verse 25

£V TP TNTL TOLOEVOVTO TOVG

avtdratBepévoug, uimote dwyn avTots O

0£0¢ uetdvoray eig émiyvworv dindeiag,

wpoitng, ntog (and Tpaotng) f
gentleness, humility

mowdevw instruct, teach, correct

avtdratiBfepévovg  Verb, pres midd ptc, m
acc pl dvtidiotibepal oppose (O 4.
opponent)

Fee thinks the verb here is passive and argues
that the reference is not to the false teachers
but to those who have been affected by their
teaching. Mounce says that it is more likely
that Paul is speaking of the opponents.

unmote whether perhaps, perhaps

0wn Verb, aorist act opt, 3 s dLdOWWUL

uetavola, ag f repentance, change of
heart

gmyvoolg, ewg £ knowledge, recognition

ainbelo, ag f truth, reality

The goal of Timothy's actions is not to win the
argument or to come out on top but that, by the
grace of God, the opponents may be brought to
repentance.

Verse 26

kal dvavijpwouy €k thg tod dtafdrov

mayidog, ECwyonuévor Vit avtod eic T

ékelvov Oéhnua.

avovipwory  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl
dvovnew regain one's senses (4. gk
regain one's senses and escape)

The verb means to regain one's senses after

drinking.

dLaporog, ov m the devil

moyg, wog f snare, trap

gCwypnuévolr  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
Cwypew catch, capture

The perfect carries the sense both of having

been captured and of being held captive.

gKkeLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that (one),
he, she, it

Belnua, atog n will, wish, desire
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Some think that the final phrase €ig T0
gkervov Behnua refers to God and has in view
the result of escaping from Satan. Mounce
supports this view since it recognises the
change in pronouns from 0VTOG to £KELVOC as
more than stylistic. He cites the parallel use in
2 Tim 3:9 which "follows the classical rule of
otog referring to the near antecedent and
gkeLvog to the distant one."

Day 639: 2 Timothy 3:1-5

Verse 1

Tobto 6¢ yivwoke, OtL v éoydrtolg
NUEPALS £VOTNOOVTOL KOLPOL XaAETOL*

goyatog, 1, ov last, final

The phrase 'last days' does not refer only to the
days which will immediately precede Christ's
coming: that would make Paul's instructions to
Timothy at the end of verse 5 pointless. It
refers to the whole of the Gospel age (see, for
instance, Acts 2:17 in context and 1 John
2:18). However, Hendriksen believes that
there will be an increase in wickedness
towards the end of the Gospel era. He says
that Paul's words here are "best interpreted as
meaning, "Timothy, constantly realise that in
these last days — this lengthy dispensation — in
which we are now living there will be grievous
seasons." These seasons will come and go,
and the last will be worse than the first. They
will be seasons of ever increasing wickedness
(Matt 24:12; Luke 18:8) which will culminate
in the climax of wickedness, the revelation of
"the man of lawlessness" (2 Thess 2:1-12; cf.
Matt 24; Mark 13; Luke 21)."

Mounce comments, "In the parallel passage, 1
Tim 4:1-5, there is the same implication
regarding time. The prophecy of apostasy in
the last times originally referred to a future
event, but the context shows that this prophecy
is now in the present time for Timothy...
Although there is no prophecy explicitly
mentioned in 2 Tim 3:1-9, the tenor of the
passage and its parallel to 1 Tim 4:1-5 show
that vv 1-2 are the future in which Timothy
now finds himself embroiled. The future tense
therefore does not exclude the present
inception of the increasingly evil days to
come."

évotrioovtar  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl
éviotnuL be present

kolpog, ov m time, season, age

yahemog, N, ov hard, difficult, full of
trouble, stressful

Verses 2-4

The vice list of vv 2-4 has some parallels with
Rom 1:29-31, but is aimed at the specific
situation at Ephesus. Fee comments, "As
always, such lists seem to come down a bit
heavily on the human race and are the object
of attack by those with humanistic tendencies.
But unfortunately the list is only too realistic,
reminding God's people over and over again
that these, too, are 'the last days."

Verse 2

goovtol yap ol dvBpwiol pilavtot,
@PLLapYyvpoL, dhaldveg, Viept@avol,
Braognuot, yovedowv dutelbels, dyxdpLotot,
avooot,

g¢oovtoL  Verb, fut indic, 3 pl eiut
@Lhovtog, ov  selfish, self-centred
@LAopyvpog, ov fond of money

Cf. 1 Tim 6:10.

The first two vices in this list are words
formed with @LAog and match the last vice
@undovol porrhov e 1 pLrodeol.

dloCwv, ovog m arrogant boaster
VIEPNQPAVOg, ov  arrogant, proud

The first of this next pair is to do with
behaviour while the second is to do with
feelings.

Praognuog, ov  speaking against God,
blasphemous, insulting, slanderous

YOvevg, ewg m  parent

amebng, eg  disobedient, rebellious

| C£. Rom 1:30.

dapLotog, ov  ungrateful
dvooiog, ov  irreligious, impious

Verse 3

dotopyot, domovdot, didforot, dkpatels,
aviuepot, dgidayodot,

dotopyoc, ov lacking normal human
affection, inhuman

[Cf. Rom 1:31.

domovdog, ov irreconcilable; merciless
dtaforog, ov m the devil; also as adj.
oLapolog, ov given to malicious gossip

| Occurs 6 times in the PE, cf. 1 Tim 3:6, 11.

akpatng, €5 lacking self control, violent

The opposite of the self control, £ykpoTng,
required of elders, cf. Titus 1:8.

avnuepoc, ov fierce, vicious

| Literally, 'untamed.'

aghayabog, ov  enemy to goodness

|Again, note the contrast in Titus 1:8.
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Verse 4

TPOJATAL, TTPOTETELS, TETVPWUEVOL,
@uiidovol udirov 1 gLadOeot,

mpodoTng, ov m traitor, betrayer,
trecherous person
TPOTETNG, € gen ovg rash, reckless

gévduvw  enter on the sly, worm in

oikiwa, ag f house, home, household

alynohwtiCw make captive, take
prisoner

yuvoLkapLov, ov n morally weak woman

Occurs elsewhere in the NT only in Acts
19:36.

TeTvpouévol  Verb, perf pass dep ptc, m
nom pl tvgoouatr be swollen with
pride

Cf. 1 Tim 3:6; 6:4.

(pLAndovog, ov given over to pleasure

uariov adv more; rather, instead, more
than that

1 or, than

¢pLhoBeog, ov loving God

The word is diminutive in form, 'little women,'
and is used pejoritatively of the Ephesian
women who were falling prey to the
opponents. It occurs here only in the NT. The
meaning here is 'weak women.'

"Probably when their husbands were not at
home, the women are visited by these peddlars
of strange doctrines. There was a beginning of
this evil practice in Paul's day — or shall we go
back all the way to Paradise." Hendriksen

The final vice recalls the first and provides a
powerful conclusion to the list.

owpevw heap up; pfpass ptc weighed
down, overwhelmed
auaptio, og fsin

Verse 5

Perhaps sins of the past which gave the false
teachers opportunity to capture them.

Eyovteg uOpYwoLy gvoefelog v 8¢
dUvouLy avtfic ovnuévor: kai toutovg
ATOTEETTOV.

é¢mbvwo, ag f desire, longing, lust
TTOLKLAOG, M, ov  various kinds of, all kinds
of

uoppwolg, ewg f outward form

evoefela, ag f godliness, godly life,
religion

novnuévor  Verb, perf midd/pass dep ptc, m
nom pl dpveouar deny, disown, refuse

ayoueva EmBupiolg moikihoug 'led astray by
various passions.'

Verse 7

Tavtote navidvovta kol undEmoTe eig
gntyvwourv dindeiog ¢A0ely duvdueva.

"Paul describes them as perpetrating the myth
of religiosity while their behaviour proves that
they are not what they appear to be, denying
the power, the essence, of true Christianity by
their sins... True Christianity consists not in
the show of religiosity but in the powerful
proclamation of the gospel accompanied by
the life of obedience that conforms to the
demands of the gospel. This fundamental
assumption underlies Paul's statements to
Timothy (cf,, e.g., 1:8-9; 2:15,21). Itis the
same sentiment expressed in Titus 1:16: 'They
profess to know God, but by [their] deeds they
deny [him], being abominable, disobedient and
worthless for any good work." Mounce.

mavtote always

uavbavw learn, find out

undemote adv never

gmyvoolg, ewg £ knowledge, recognition
ainbelo, ag f truth, reality

é\Oelv  Verb, aor act infin épyouo
dvvouor be able to, be capable of

Paul highlights this characteristic of such
people: they love to pursue the latest teaching
but they never come to solid appreciation of
the truth. This is not a characteristic peculiar
to women.

Verse 8

dmotpémov  Verb, pres midd dep imperat, 2 s
dmotpemoual avoid, keep away from

Day 640: 2 Timothy 3:6-9

Verse 6

Ov tpdmov 8¢ 1dvvne kal TouBpefig
dvtéotnoav Moiioel, obtmg kal ovTtol
avbiotavral tf dAndeiq, dvBpwrol
katepOapuévol Tov voiv, ddoKLUOoL TTEPL
™V TloTLy:

The focus now shifts to the opponents.

gk ToUuTV Ydp elowv ol EvdvovTeg eig Tdg
oikiag kal alyualwtilovteg yuvalkapLo
OEOWPEVUEVO AUaPTLOLG, dydueva
gmbvutang oukihog,

TOOTOG, OV m way, manner; 6v 1. inthe
same way as, as, like

avtéotnoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
avOotnuu resist, oppose, withstand

€K TOVTWV is partitive, 'some of these.'

According to Jewish tradition, these were two
of the Pharaoh's magicians who opposed
Moses (see Ex 7:11,22; 8:7,18,19).
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: 2 Timothy 2:8-3:9

ovtwg thus, in this way

avOtotovtal  Verb, pres midd indic, 3 pl
avoLoTnuUL

kategBopuévolL Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom
pl katagOelpw corrupt, deprave

VOUg, VOOG, VoL, vouv m mind, thought,
reason, understanding

"The agent of the corruption being the heresy
or possibly Satan (cf. 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 2:26)."
Mounce.

adokipog, ov  failing to meet the test,
disqualified, worthless
moTig, ewg f faith, trust, the Christian faith

Verse 9

aMke 00 rpokdPovoLv Tl TAETov, 1 Yip
dvota adTdV £kdnhog fotal oLy, wg kol
1N ékelvov éyéveto.

mpokontw advance, progress

TAELWV, TTAELOV or JTAEOV more; £l .
further, more and more

avola, ag f stupidity, foolishness

éxdnlog, ov clearly evident

gotalr  Verb, fut indic, 2 s €iut

ékeLvog, 1, o that (one), those

¢yéveto  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOULOLL

"Just as the magicians failed to copy Moses'
miracle of the gnats (Exod 8:18-19) and failed
to deal with the boils (Exod 9:11), so also
Timothy's opponents will eventually fail."
Mounce.

"To be sure, the enemies of the faith advance
to constantly increasing ungodliness, and their
word devours like a gangrene (2 Tim 2:16,17),
so that for a while it may seem that their
purpose is going to be achieved and that the
entire organism of the church will be
destroyed. But this never happens, not in any
of the many periods of the church's history, not
even toward the end of the age. The purpose
is always to lead astray: if possible, even the
elect (Mark 13:22), but this is ever impossible!
The thought here is like that in 2 Tim 2:17,18,
followed by the comforting verse 19. God's
solid foundation remains standing."
Hendriksen
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