Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 135: Matthew 6:1-34

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 135 — Matthew 6:1-34

Day 671: Matthew 6:1-6

Verses 1-18

According to Rabbinic Judaism, the three great
pillars of religious life are:

Prayer — directed towards God;

Almsgiving — directed towards others;

Fasting — directed towards oneself.
"These practices do not themselves come
under criticism, nor are they regulated, but
rather the motivation underlying them is
scrutinised." Hagner.

éhenuoovvn, ng f giving money to a
needy person, money given to a needy
person, gift

oaAmiong Verb, aor act subj, 2’ s ool
sound a trumpet

Probably intended metaphorically rather than
literally — though some suggest that a trumpet
may actually have been blown to draw
attention to very large gifts.

Verse 1

IMpooéyete [6£] TV dikatooVHvny VUMV Ut
moLelv Eumpoofev TV AvOpwITWV TEOS TO
OeaOfivor avtole el 8¢ ui ye, wobov ovk
Exete oA T TATEL VUDV 1O €V TOTg
0VPAVOTC.

woTeP as, even as, just as

VIToKELTNG, ov m hypocrite

ouvun, ng f street, alley

omwg (or Omwg dv) that, in order that

005a00oLv  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
0ogalw praise, honour, glorify, exalt

dmeyw receive in full, have back

Verse 1 acts as an introduction to and
summary of vv 1-18.

The phrase dunv Aéyw Vulv "which
previously occurred in 5:18 and 26, is found
some thirty-two times in Matthew, more than
twice as often as in any other Gospel."
Hagner.

mpooeyw pay close attention to, be on
gaurd, watch, watch out

uLobog, ov m seev.l

"a verb that has the meaning 'turn (your mind)
to' and thus 'give careful attention to,'
'concentrate on.' Jesus is inviting his hearers
to concentrate on the central thing when they
perform any act of righteousness." Morris.

okatoovvn, ng f righteousness

gumpoobev  before, in front of

Be0Ofjval  Verb, aor pass infin Becopon
see, look at, observe

"They were not giving, but buying. They
wanted the praise of men, they paid for it."
Davies & Allison.

"In the rabinnic doctrine concerning rewards,
almsgiving is promised a high return (see
Strack Billerbeck ...). Jesus' remark that those
who give alms for the praise of others already
have their reward must have had a shocking
effect on his hearers." Hagner.

Compare 5:16 in which Jesus commands us to
let our light be seen by men. The genuine
character of our lives is to be evident to men —
this is very different from our religious
practices being a show to impress men.

Verse 3

00D 8¢ molodvtog éhenuooivy W) YvwTm
1N dprotepd oov Tt moLel 1) deELd oov,

ve enclitic particle adding emphasis to the
word with which it is associated
wobBog, ov m pay, wages, reward

yvotw Verb, aor act imperat, 3 s YLVWOK®
dpLotepog, a, ov left, left hand
0ekLog, a, ov right, deElo right hand

Verse 4

"The deed was done in order to secure a
reputation, not in order to serve God. Already
the doer has secured his reward." Morris.

dmwg 1 oov 1) éhenuooiivy év TQ KpLITTH*
kai O matfjp oov O PAETWY €V 1O KEVITTH
ATOdWOEL GOL.

Verse 2

Otov oOv motfic Ehenuocivyy, )
oaArtiong Eumpoodév cov, Homep ol
vmokpLtol wotodoy év Tole ovvaywyalg
Kal £v talg pupoLlg, 6mwe S0ENGODOLY VITO
TOV AvOpwITwV: dunv Aéywm vulv,
ATTEYOVOLY TOV ULOOOV OVTOV.

otav when, whenever

omwg see v.2

N Verb, pres subj, 3s eiut

kpvmttog, M, ov hidden, secret, private
freTw see, look

amodidwuL give, give back, repay
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A majority of late MSS (L W © TR it sy*™™)
add év T@ kpvITw, 'in secret. Metzger points
out that it is the superiority of the Father's
reward to human approval that is important,
not its public or non-public character.

Verse 6

"To sum up, our Christian giving is to be
neither before men (waiting for the clapping to
begin), nor even before ourselves (our left
hand applauding our right hand's generosity),
but before God, who sees the servant heart and
rewards us with the discovery that, as Jesus
said, 'It is more blessed to give than to
receive." Stott.

"God himself is the reward of Christians."
Gutzwiller.

oV 8¢ dtav mpooelyn, eloekde elg TO
TOUETOV 00V Kal kheloag Thv Bvpav cov
TEOOEVEAL TO TATEL GOV TM &V TO
KOUTTT®" Kol O ot 0ov O BAETOV év TQ
KOUTTT® AITodwoEL ToL.

"ov, 'you' (singular), in the strong adversative
sentence is emphatic: 'but when you pray ...’
(cf. the same formula in v 17)." Hagner.

Verse 5

Kai étav mpooetynode, ovk €oeobe g ol
vmokprtal: OtL @rholowy év talg
ovvaywyals kol év tolg yoviolg v
TAATELDV £0TDTES TPOOEVYEOOML, BITWS
PavOOLY Tolg AvOpWITOLS Auny Aéyw
VULV, ATTéxovoLy TOV ULobOvV ovTdV.

Otov see v.2

etoehde  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
glogpyouar enter, goin

TOUELOV, OV n inner room, private room

kheloag Verb, aor act ptc, m nom's KAELW
shut, shut up, lock

Ovpa, ag f door, gate

pooevEOL  Verb, aor midd dep imperat, 2 s
TOOOEVYOWUL

KOUTTTOG, M, oV see v.3 for this and the
following phrase

otav seev.2

TPOCEVYOUOL pray

£oe00e  Verb, fut indic, 2 pl el
@Liew love, have deep feeling for

"Just as nothing destroys prayer like side-
glances at human spectators, so nothing
enriches it like a sense of the presence of
God." Stott.

"The secret of religion is religion in secret"
McNeile.

Cf. 23:6.

yovio, ag f corner

mhatelo, ac f wide street

£0TdTEG  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl
totnut  stand, stop

Again, many MSS, followed by TR, add év 1@
@ovepw at the end of the verse. See note on
v.4.

"The perfect participle, £5T®TEG, has the
nuance of having taken a position and
continuing to stand in it, and this implies the
enjoyment of public attention. Standing was
the common position for prayer." Hagner.

Day 672: Matthew 6:7-15

Verse 7

Omwg see v.2
avdoLv  Verb, aor pass subj q@oiLvw
shine; midd. and pass. appear, be seen

ITpoogvyduevol 8¢ wn fattahoyionte
®omep ol £0vikol, dokoDoLy yap Gt év T
TOAVAOYIQ 0DTAV eloakovoBrioovTaL.

It was not that they loved prayer but rather that
they loved to be seen praying.

"In all this Jesus is not condemning public
prayer or praying in a public place; it is
praying in such a way as to maximise its effect
on other people that he condemns." Morris.

TTOOCEVYOUAL see V.5
Battahoyfionte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl
Pfattoloyew babble, use many words

Suggests a repetition of meaningless syllables
or phrases.

dmeyxw see v.2

woTep as, even as, just as

¢0vikog, m, ov pagan, heathen, Gentile

dokew think, suppose

moAvioya, ag f many words, long
prayer

elookovobrcovtal  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 pl
gloakovw hear (of prayer)

"Jesus is not, of course, forbidding long
prayer; he himself on occasion could pray all
night (Lk 6:12)... It is prayer based on the view
that length will persuade God that he
discourages." Morris.
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Verse 8

ur odv dpolwdfite adtole, oldev ydp 6
TOTNHE VWOV OV Ypeiav Exete Tpd 10D
VuUbg aitfioor avtov.

ouolw0fite  Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl
ouolow make like; pass resemble, be
like

oida (verb perfin form but with present
meaning) know, understand

xpewa, ac f need, want

oitfioal Verb, aor act infin aitew ask,
request

Verses 9-13

The phrase "our Father in heaven" reminds us
that God is personal, that he has an intimate
concern for us and that he has power to help.
We should begin prayer by remembering who
God is, then all else is placed in perspective:
i) God's concerns will be given priority —
'your name,' 'your kingdom,' ‘your will'"...
ii) Our needs will be comprehensively
committed to him.

ayLaobftw Verb, aor pass imperat, 3 s
aywalw sanctify, make holy
ovoua, T0g n name, title, person

"It is comparatively easy to repeat the words of
the 'Lord's Prayer' like a parrot (or indeed a
heathen 'babbler'). To pray them with
sincerity, however, has revolutionary
implications for it expresses the priorities of a
Christian." Stott.

"The one who prays the Lord's prayer prays ...
from a perspective of one who is involved in
the great redemptive drama that is beginning to
unfold in the Gospel narrative itself. The
measure of eschatological fulfillment already
realised focuses one's thoughts and desires
upon the consummation of God's purposes as
well as upon the consciousness and importance
of present discipleship." Hagner.

Verse 9

"The name of God is virtually
indistinguishable from the person of God (cf.
for example, Mal 1:6; Isa 29:23; Ezek 36:23;
John 12:28; 17:6). Thus God is called upon to
vindicate himself. In a Jewish context, this
petition refers to God acting in fulfilment of
the promises to Israel, and thus to the silencing
of the taunts of her enemies. In short, God's
name will only be properly honoured when he
brings his kingdom and accomplishes his will
on earth (cf. [the Jewish prayer] the Qaddish).
Thus the first three petitions of the prayer are
closely linked, referring essentially to the same
salvation-historical reality." Hagner.

"We adamantly desire that due honour may be
given to it, that is to him whose name it is, in
our lives, in the church and in the world."
Stott.

OVtmwe olv mpooetyeade vuele: Idtep
NudV 6 v tolg ovpavols, ayLaodrftm To
dvoud oov,

Verse 10

EN0¢Tw 1 Baoiheio cov, yevnoOrtw TO
0éhnua cov, Mg v ovpov®d kol i yiic.

ovtwg and ovtw thus, in this way

gMOéTtw Verb, aor act imperat, 3 s £pyou0L

ovtwg suggests Jesus' words are to be used as
a model for prayer rather than simply repeated
in prayer. "Luke (‘wWhen you pray, say'), on the
other hand, seems to suggest the repetition of
the actual words of the prayer (as was already
done in the early church)." Hagner.

"Bonnard points out that when God is called
'Father' in the Synoptic Gospels the word is
always on the lips of Jesus. This is not a
commonplace in ancient religion, but a new
understanding of the nature of God Jesus
taught his disciples." Morris. Jesus allows
his disciples to enter into the same intimacy
with God which he himself enjoys, cf. Jn
20:17.

Note the plural, juwv. The Christian does not
pray in isolation but as part of a community
who are also brought to mind in prayer.

ovpavog, ov m heaven

"To pray that his kingdom may 'come’' is to
pray both that it may grow, as through the
church's witness people submit to Jesus, and
that soon it will be consummated when Jesus
returns in glory to take his power and reign."
Stott.

"This refers to the eschatological rule of God
... expected and longed for by the Jewish
people... It involves the consummation of
God's purposes in history, the fulfilment of the
prophetic pictures of perfect bliss (cf. Acts
1:6). The gospel is itself, above all, the
announcement that God's promised rule has
now begun in and through the work of Jesus
the Messiah (see 3:2; 4:17,23), so the disciples
are thus encouraged to pray that what has
begun in the ministry of Jesus, what they have
now begun to participate in, may be
experienced in all its fulness (cf. the prayer
Marana tha, 'our Lord come,' in 1 Cor 16:22;
cf. Rev 22:20)." Hagner.
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yvevnortw Verb, aor pass dep imperat, 3 s
YLVOUOLL

Belnua, atog n will, wish, desire

N, yng f earth

TTELPAOUOS, oV m  period or process of
testing, temptation

"This petition is essentially synonymous with
the preceding petition (cf. its omission in Luke
11:2)." Hagner.

Verse 11

TOv GpTov UGV TOV £movoLov 8Og MUV
OTUEQOV"

A true understanding of God as our heavenly
Father will make us put our own needs in
second place to his glory. But it will not mean
that we decline to mention our own needs as if
we did not want to bother God with such trivia
or thought our needs to be unworthy of his
attention.

God cannot tempt us with evil (James 1:13).
The request is that we might be kept from
falling into temptation and is the negative side
of the single request of which the following
phrase is the positive.

Hagner prefers the sense 'testing,' and suggests
again that there may be an eschatological
element here or at least that the 'ordinary’
testing of the present age is anticipatory of the
great final test. "The disciple thus prays not to
be led into such a situation, i.e. not to be led
into a testing in which his or her faith will not
be able to survive."

ploar  Verb, aor midd dep imperat, 2 s
pvouaL save, rescue
mTovnpPog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

dptog, ov m bread, a loaf, food

¢movotog, ov (of doubtful meaning) for
today, for the coming day, necessary
for existence

00¢g Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s OLOWUL

onuepov today

Either neuter, 'evil', or masculine, 'the evil
one'. Morris prefers the former, Hagner the
latter.

Prayer for everything necessary for our daily
life. Hagner thinks that the eschatological
element continues, suggesting that the
meaning is 'supply us with bread today as we
will be supplied at the eschatological banquet.'

Many MSS include the longer reading OTL
0oV £0TLV 1) PACLAELO KO 1) SUVAULS KOL T
d0Ea eig Tovg alwvag. dunv. But this is
ommitted by the older MSS. Some suppose it
to be a later addition making the prayer more
suitable for liturgical use.

Verse 12

Verse 14

kal dgeg UiV ta Opetljuata udv, Og
Kol MUELS AQIKOUEY TOTG OPELAETOLS UV

"Edv ydp dgfite tolg dvOpwitolg T
TOPATTOUATO AVTOV, APHOEL Kol VUV O
TOTNE VOV 6 0VPdvIog:

dgunut - cancel, forgive
ogelAnua, tog n debt, wrong, sin

gav if
agfite  Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl dgunut

"The concept of sin as 'debt' owed to God has
an Aramaic background." Hagner.

dgrkauey  Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl dginut

The majority of MSS (BL W © " TR sy*" sa
bo™") insert TO TTAPATTWOUOTO AVTWY, 'their
sins,' perhaps in imitation of 14a.

The majority of later MSS (X' D (L) W A © f"
TR and possibly sy® and co) have the present
tense (GgLopev or dgrepev) cf. Lk 11:4.
Supporting the aorist are 8 B Z f' vg™ sy™"

TAPATTWUC, TOS n Sin, wrongdoing

opeLketng, ov m debtor, one indebted

"It is not that the act of forgiving merits an
eternal reward, but rather it is evidence that the
grace of God is at work in the forgiving person
and that that same grace will bring him
forgiveness in due course." Morris.

Morris comments, "This [latter phrase] must
surely be taken as aspiration rather than
limitation, or none of us would be forgiven."
However, his use of the term 'aspiration' is
perhaps too light. Cf. vv. 14-15; 5:23-26;
18:23-35.

Verse 13

Kol un eloevéykng Muds eig melpaoudv,
A phoon Mude o tod Tovnpod.

eloevéykng  Verb, aor act subj, 2 s elog@epw
bring in, lead in
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Verse 15

g0y 8¢ un dgfite Tolg AvOpwitoLg, ovde O
TOTHE VUDV APHOEL TO TOPATTOUATOL
VUDV.

Refers to normal custom of the day: though
fasting, they were to appear no different from
those not fasting.

"It is clear from these verses that a direct
connection exists between God's forgiveness
and our forgiveness. But it is a given that
God's forgiveness is always prior (cf. 18:23-
35). These verses are a forceful way of
making the significant point that it is
unthinkable — impossible — that we can enjoy
God's forgiveness without in turn extending
our forgiveness toward others. Paul makes use
of this logion in Col 3:13." Hagner.

Verse 18

Omwe un gaviig Totg AvOpwIToLg VNoTEVWY
A TO TTOTPL 00V TH £V TR KOVQaAiW®
kai 6 watjp oov 6 PAETWV €V TQ KPLYOLW
ATOdWOEL COL.

Day 673: Matthew 6:16-21

Verse 16

@oviic Verb, aor pass subj, 2 s @alvew see
v.5

KovoLog, o, ov secret, hidden

fretw see, look, be able to see

amodidwut give, render, give back, repay

A few MSS, followed by the TR, add the
words £v Tw @ovepw at the end of the verse.

Verse 19

Otav 8¢ vioteunte, wn yiveobe &g ol
VITOKPLTOL OKVOpwITol, dgaviCovoLy yap
T TPOoWITA AVTOV OTTWG POVOOLY TOTS
AvOPWITOLS VNOTEVOVTES: AUV Aéyw Vulv,
ATTEXOVOLY TOV ULOBOV 0DTOV.

M1 OnoovpiCete Hulv Onoavpovg i Thg
yiig, dmov o1 kol fedoig dgavilet, kol
Omov kAémtal 81opVo00VOLY Kal
kAémTovoLy:

otav seev.2
vnotevw fast, go without food

The Pharisees fasted twice a week, on
Mondays and Thursdays. John the Baptist's
disciples fasted often but Jesus' disciples did
not — or not as a regular exercise. Fasting is
coupled with humbling and with prayer in
Scripture (Ex 24:18; 2 Chron 20:1ff; Esth 4:14
etc.).

Onoovplllw store up, save, put aside
Onoavpog, ov m treasure store, treasure
m, yng f earth

omov adv. where

ong, ontog m moth

Bpwolg, emg f food, eating; decay, rust

Could mean corrosion eating at metal, or mice
eating away at stored grain. NJB translates
'woodworm.'

VITOKELTNG, ov m hypocrite
okvBpwrog, N, ov sad, gloomy
dgpoaviCw ruin, destroy, disfigure

dgavilw see v.16

kKAemttng, ov m thief
dtopvoow dig through, break in
khemtw  steal

The meaning is literally 'to make invisible,'
hence the pun ... O7TWE PAVOOLY

poowov, ov n face, appearance

"It is not quite certain what form this
disfigurement took, but evidently some act of
disfigurement was recognized as a common
accompanyment of fasting so that these people
not only fasted but appeared to fast." Morris.

Possessions are not to be shunned as
unspiritual but valued as given by God (1 Tim
4:3,4; 6:17). What is forbidden is the selfish
accumulation of goods and extravagant and
luxurious living (Lk 12:15), particularly when
others are in need. Jesus condemns a heart
tied to the things of this world. A Spanish
proverb states, "There are no pockets in a
shroud."

Omwg see v.2
QOVOOLY  see V.5
dmeyw for this phrase, see v.2

Verse 17

Verse 20

ov 8¢ vnotevwy dhenpai cov TV keQOANY
kal 10 mpdowmdv cov vipat,

Onoowpilete 6¢ Vutv Onoavpovg &v
ovpavd, dov olte ong ovTE FPDOLS
dgavilet, kal 6mov KAEmToL ov
dLopVocOoVOLY OVOE KAETTOVOLY

dhevpail  Verb, aor midd imperat, 2 s
dlewpw anoint

kepain, ng f head

viyar Verb, aor midd imperat, 2 s VUITTO
wash; midd wash oneself

ovpavog, ov m heaven
ovte not, nor (ovte ... ovte neither ...
nor)
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"It seems ... to refer to such things as these: the
development of a Christlike character (since
all we can take to heaven is in ourselves); the
increase of faith, hope and charity, all of which
(Paul said) 'abide'; growth in the knowledge of
Christ whom one day we will see face to face;
the active endevour (by prayer and witness) to
introduce others to Christ, so that they too may
inherit eternal life; and the use of our money
for Christian causes, which is the only
investment whose dividends are everlasting."
Stott.

The word implies 'wholeness' or 'singleness of
purpose'. It is used elsewhere to mean
'generous' or 'wholehearted'.

olog, M, ov whole, all, complete, entire
pwtewrvog, 1, ov full of light
gotar  Verb, fut indic, 2's eipt

Verse 23

Verse 21

gav 8¢ 6 dOaAudS cov TOVNEOC 1, Hhov
10 0OUA 00V OKOTEWVOV E0TaL. €l 0DV TO
POC 1O €v ool okdtog £otiv, TO okdTOg
tdoov.

Omov yap oty 6 Onoavpds cov, Ekel
goton kol 1) kapdia oov.

movnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked
N Verb, pres subj, 3s eiut
okKoTeLvog, M, ov  dark, in darkness

The majority of MSS read the plural Duwv to
agree with the plural of vv 19-20 as well as the
parallel in Lk 12:34. The singular is found in
X B lat co et al.

"life not focused on God's claim and command
is lost in spiritual darkness." Morris.

ékeL  there, in that place, to that place
gotayr  Verb, fut indic, 2's €iut

"Jesus points out that the place we choose for
our treasures tells us something about
ourselves." Morris.

Qws, pwtog n light
0Kotog, ovg n darkness, evil
7T000g, 1, ov how much(?), how many(?)

Verse 24

Day 674: Matthew 6:22-27

Verses 22-23

Ovdeic dvvatol dvol kvptolg dovieveLv: )
vOp TOV €va uLonoel kail TOv £tepov
ayomioet, 1 £vog avOEEetal kal tod
£TEPOV KATAPEOVIOEL" 0V dVvVaoDbe Be®
SOVALVELY KOL LUV

Stott thinks that the 'eye' here stands for the
heart. He writes, "The argument seems to go
like this: just as our eye affects our whole
body, so our ambition (where we fix our eyes
and heart) affects our whole life. Just as a
seeing eye gives light to the body, so a noble
and singleminded ambition to serve God and
man adds meaning to life and throws light on
everything we do. Again, just as blindness
leads to darkness, so an ignoble and selfish
ambition (e.g. to lay up treasures for ourselves
on earth) plunges us into moral darkness. It
makes us intolerant, inhuman, ruthless and
deprives life of all ultimate significance."

ovdELS, oVdeULa, 0VdEV  No one, nothing
dvvouol can, be able to, be capable of
Ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two
dovhevw serve, be a slave

N or, (4...1 either...or)

elg, ua, €v gen £vog, WLOG, £vog one
utoew hate, despise, be indifferent to

This does not mean hatred as we commonly
use the term but only putting in second place,
cf. Luke 14:26.

Verse 22

O Myyvog 100 owpatog oty 6 dpbalude.
gdv ovv M O 0Baludg cov dmholc, dhov
0 0OUA 00V PWTELVOV E0TOL’

Avyxvog, ov m lamp

omua, Tog n body

gov if

I Verb, pres subj, 3s el
dmlovg, 1, ov  sound, healthy

£1ep0g, o, ov other, another, different

dyomow love, show love for

avO¢Eetal  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 s
avteyouar be loyal to, hold firmly to

katagoovew despise, treat with contempt

uopwvag, oo m money, wealth, property
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"Would-be compromisers misunderstand his
teaching, for they miss the picture of slave and
slave-owner which lies behind his words. As
McNeile puts it, 'Men can work for two
employers, but no slave can be the property of
two owners,' for 'single ownership and full
time service are of the essence of slavery." So
anybody who divides his allegiance between
God and mammon has already given in to
mammon, since God can only be served with
an entire and exclusive devotion. This is
simply because he is God: 'l am the Lord, that
is my name; my glory I give to no other.' (Is
42:8;48:11). To try to share him with other
loyalties is to have opted for idolatry." Stott.

Verse 25

ALt toDTo AMéyw Vulv, un uepuuvare th
Yuydi Yudv ti @dynte [ Tl winte], unde
TG 0WRATL VUV Ti EvOVoNnobe: ovyl 1
Yoyt TAetdv éotv Thg TPOoPiic Kal TO
odua 10D évdvpatocg;

"The Aeyw VuLv, 'I say to you,' echoes the
authority of Jesus found, for example, in the
antitheses of 5:21-48." Hagner.

uepuvow be anxious, worry, be
concerned about

Yuym, ng f self, inmost being, life, person

@aynte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl £00uw and
¢00w eat, consume

minte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl mvw  drink

The words 1 Ti winte are lacking in, among
other witnesses, X f' vg sy sa™ and many
church fathers. They may have been inserted
by influence of verse 31. On the other hand,
they may have been omitted by
homoioteleuton or possibly by influence of
Luke 12:22.

unde negative particle nor, and not
owua, Tog n v.22
évovw dress, clothe; midd put on, wear

[llustrative of the anxiety about this life which
can hinder a person's undistracted and absolute
discipleship.

ovyL (emphatic form of o0) not, no; used
in questions expecting an affirmative
answer.

TAELWV, TTAELOV or JTAEOV More

too@n, Ng f food, nourishment

évduua, tog n clothing, garment

Cf. Phil 4:6; 1 Pet 5:7.

Verse 26

gupréarte eic T meteLvd oD ovpavod dTu
oV omelpovaLy ovde Ogpifovoly ovde
ovvayovowy eig dmodnkag, kol O TaTnE
VUDV O 0VPAVILOE TEEPEL OVTA" OVY VUELS
uAlov drapépete adTAOV;

éupremtw look straight at, consider, see
meTeLrvov, ov n  bird

| The parallel in Lk 12:24 has 'ravens.'

OTELPW SOW
Bepllw reap, harvest

ovde and not, neither

ovvoyw gather, gather together
dmobnkn, ng f barn, granary

Not encouragement to idleness, for the birds
are busy in finding their food.

ovpaviog, ov heavenly, in heaven

toepw feed, provide with food, sustain

ualiov adv more

dlapepw intrans. be worth more than, be
superior to

Cf. 10:31. "Christ's argument — from the less
to the greater — amounts to this: if the birds,
who cannot in any real sense plan ahead, have
no reason to worry, then certainly you, my
followers, endued with intelligence, so that
you can take thought for the future, should not
be filled with apprehension." Hendriksen.

Verse 27

tig 68 £E VUMV uePLUVOV dUvOTOL
mtpoo0elvar £mtl v Nikiov avtod miiyvv
éva;

UEQLUVAW see v.25

dvvauol can, be able to, be capable of
mpooTlOnuL add, add to, increase
Nnhkio, ag f span of life; stature, height
TINYVG, EWS m  cubit

€lg, W, €V gen €vog, UL0g, EVOS one

NAkLa is used both to mean height (Lk 19:3)
and to mean age (Heb 11:11). Here, in
context, it probably means length of life since
a cubit (0.5 m) would seem to be inappropriate
as a small measure (cf. particularly ¢éAaixLoTOU
in the parallel in Lk 12:26). Perhaps life is
being viewed as a path — just as we might
speak of our birthday as another milestone (cf.
Ps 39:5).
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Verse 28

Kol mtept Evovpatog T uepLuvaTe;
katoudOete T0 kpiva 100 dypod mdg
OVEGVOVOLY® 0V KOTILOOLY 0VdE vijdovoLy:

évduua, tog n clothing, garment

UEQLUVAW see V.25

katapddete  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
katauavbavew consider, observe

kpowov, ov n lily, attractive wild flower

dypog, ov m field, farm, countryside

ovEovw and avEw grow, spread,
increase

komwow work, work hard, labour

vnbw spin

Verse 29

Ayw ¢ Vulv O1L 0¥de Zohouwv &v Tdo
T 0OEN avtod mepLePAAeTo O EV TOVTWV.

06En Noun, dats doEa, ng f glory,
splendour

meplpailw put on, clothe, dress

elg, W, €v gen €vog, WAG, EVOg one

Verse 30

el 8¢ 1OV ydptov T0d Aypol orjuepov dvia
kal adplov eig kAiBavov Baridouevov 6
Be0¢ 0VTWG AUPLEVVVOLY, OV TTOAD
woAAOV VUG, dMYOTLOTOL;

¥X0PpTOS, OV m grass, vegetation

dyp0g, OV m see v.28

onuepov today

atiplov  Adverb tomorrow, the next day

kApavog, ov m oven, furnace

Pariw throw, place

oVTwg and ovTw adv. thus, in this way

augrevvoul  clothe, dress

TTOAVS, TTOAAY, TTOAV gen TOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

uoliov adv more

olyomotog, ov - of little faith

For Jesus use of this term, see also:

Matt 8:26  the disciples' fear of drowning in a
storm;

Matt 14:31 Peter's fear of sinking;

Matt 16:8 the disciples slowness to learn
from Jesus' miracles.

Verse 31

un oOv uepuuvrionte Aéyovreg, Ti
@ayouev; 1, Tt mtouev; 1, Ti
mepLpoiwueda;

UEPLUVAW see V.25

@Gywuev Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl £00uw
v.25

N or

miwuev  Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl mive  v.25
meplfailw put on, clothe, dress

Verse 32

mdvta yop tadta o 0vn mlnrodouv:

otdev yap 6 TaTne Yudv 6 odpdviog dTL

YONCETE TOVTWV AITAVTWV.

£€0vn  Noun, nom & acc pl £6vog, ovg n
nation, people; ta ¢. Gentiles

| L.e. those outside the family of faith.

¢mlntew  seek, desire, search for

oida (verb perfin form but with present
meaning) know, understand

ovpaVLOg, OV see v.26

¥ontw need, have need of

Gmog, aoa, av (alternative form of o) all;
pl everything

In Classical Greek, stag follows vowels and
amrag follows consonants, but this distinction
is largely lost in the Greek of the New
Testament.

Verse 33

ntette 8¢ Tpdtov TV Baoctheiov [Tob
0£00] kal v dtkaroovvny avtod, kal
tadta avro Tpootedioetal vulv.
Cntew seek, search for, look for

Pursue with energy and intent. "This
imperative means rather that one should make
the kingdom the centre of one's existence and
thus experience the rule of God fully in one's
heart, hence the present tense, 'keep seeking."'
Hagner.

mpwtov first, in the first place, first of all

"The words [Tov Beov] are lacking in two
major witnesses (X and B) and can be
explained as a natural scribal addition. On the
other hand, Matthew only rarely uses
Baoiiela without modifiers, and these
instances are easy to regard as exceptions (e.g.,
8:12; 24:7). Thus the words were possibly
omitted accidentally. The avtov following
dlkaloovvn also is easier with the presence of
the antecedent Beov." Hagner.

dikatoovvn, ng f righteousness, what is
right, what God requires

"Participation in the kingdom, as Matthew has
already informed us (see 5:20), necessitates
righteousness of a qualitatively new kind. The
gift of the kingdom and the demand of this
new righteousness are inseparable." Hagner.
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"The important thing for the disciples is to be
constantly seeking to do the things that God
wills, that is, to be submissive to the King. In
this context seeking God's righteousness (not
our own righteousness) will mean that
righteousness which God alone can give...
This will include the 'right standing' before
God that comes about as the result of Christ's
saving work and also the right conduct that
befits the servant of God." Morris.

mpootOnuL add, add to

|A divine passive.

Verse 34

un oV peptuvijonte eig v adplov, 1 yip
avpLov UepLuviioeL E0VThS: APKETOV T
Nuépa 1 kakia adthg.

Cf. Phil 4:6; 1 Pet 5:7.

ovpLov  see v.30

govtog, £auty, €avtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

dpketog, 1, ov enough; it is enough

kokLa, og evil, wickedness

"A shallow thinker might gather from the
previous words about trust that the believer
will have a smooth path through life. That is
not what Jesus is saying. All people have
trouble, believers among them. But he is
making clear that there is all the difference in
the world between facing the problems we will
certainly meet with firm faith in our heavenly
Father and facing them with anxiety." Morris.
"Each day contains its share of evil, but God's
faithfulness can be counted upon on a daily
basis." Hagner. Cf.Is 26:3.
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