Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 136: Matthew 7:1-8:4

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 136 — Matthew 7:1-8:4

Day 676: Matthew 7:1-6

Verses 1-6

"Jesus turns from a negative attitude in one's
own affairs (worry) to a negative attitude in
one's attitude to others (censoriousness). He
points to a bad habit all too characteristic of
the human race, and instructs his followers not
to be hasty in making negative judgements on
their fellows. It is a dangerous procedure
because it invites a similar judgement in
return. And it is a difficult procedure because
our own faults make it hard for us to see
precisely what is amiss in our fellows."
Morris.

Perhaps 'sawdust.! The analogy reflects the
familiarity of Jesus with the carpenter's shop,
cf. Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3.

00¢g, Omn, 0OV possessive adj. your, yours

dokog, ov f log, beam of wood

kotovoew consider, think of, notice,
observe

Verse 1

M) kpivete, Tva un kolOfite:

This does not forbid all acts of judgement (cf.
John 7:24). It "is not a requirement to be
blind, but rather a plea to be generous." Stott.
"The meaning here ... is that unfair or
uncharitable judgments should be avoided. A
note of humility is suggested too by the
immediate context (vv. 3-5): one should not
judge others more harshly or by a different
standard than one judges oneself." Hagner.

"What is a tiny flaw in another is seen so
clearly by a censorious person, while ironically
what is an outrageously huge failure in the
latter is conveniently overlooked altogether. It
is the self-righteous, censorious person who is
particularly eager to correct the faults of
others." Hagner.

Morris adds, "The meaning is not that in every
case the person passing judgement is a worse
sinner than the one he criticises. It is rather
that what he finds wrong in his brothers is a
very small matter compared with the sins God
sees in him."

Verse 4

1l TG £pelg 1O AdeApD ooV, Ageg EKfdAw
10 Kdpog ¢k ToD 0pOaluod cov, kai ool
1N d0kOg £V 1) O0pOalud col;

kplOfite  Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl kpLvew
judge, pass judgement on, condemn

Morris thinks that the consequential judgement
spoken of here is that of God.

Verse 2

1 or

goelg  Verb, fut act indic, 2's Aeyw

aguue  allow, tolerate

ékfAlw  Verb, aor act subj, 1s €kfaiiw
throw out, expel, cast out

Verse 5

¢v O yap kptuatt kplvete koWO1joeo0e, kal
&V O UETPW UETPETTE ueTNOToETOL VUTV.

kpLua, Tog n judgement, verdict

vokpLtd, £kpare mpdTOV £k TOD
opOaiuod ood v dokdv, kol T1oTE
dofréers ekparelv 1O kdpgog £k ToD
opOaiuod tod ddehpod ocov.

Cf. Rom 2:1.

VITOKELTNG, ov m hypocrite

ueTPOv, OV n measure, degree, quantity
uetpew measure, deal out

A number of MSS, followed by the TR, read
avtipetondfoetal rather than petpnoroetol
— probably influenced by the parallel in Lk
6:38.

"Jesus is drawing attention to a curious feature
of the human race in which a profound
ignorance of oneself is so often combined with
an arrogant presumption of knowledge about
others, especially about their faults." Morris.

Verse 3

Tl 8¢ PAETELS TO KAPPOS TO £V TR
opOalu® toh ddehpoD cov, v 8¢ v T
o® O0POAAUD BOKOV OV KATAVOETS;

PAetw see, look, be able to see
kop@og, ovg n speck, small splinter

€xBake  Verb, aor act imperat, 2s £kBailw
mpwtov adv. first, first of all

tote then, at that time

olafhetw see clearly
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Verse 6

M1 ddte 1O GyLov T0lg Kvotv, unde Bainte
TOVC Uapyopitag vudv Eumpoodev TV
yolpwv, UITOTE KOTATOTHOOVOLY 0DTOVG
£V 101G OOV aVTAV Kol OTOUPEVTES
ONEwoLv vudc.

Verse 7

Altette, kal doOfoeTol vutv: Tntelte, Kai
gVPNOETE" KPOVETE, KOL AvOLyToETOL VUTV.

altew ask, request, demand

aywog, o, ov holy, consecrated, set apart
to/by God

Kvwv, kKuvog m dog

unde negative particle nor, and not, neither

Bainte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl failw
throw, throw down, place

uapyopLIng, ov m pearl

gurmpoobev prep with gen before, in front of

¥OLP0g, OV m pig

unmote lest, otherwise

Katamatioovoly  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl
kotomatew trample on

movg, modog m foot

otpa@évieg  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom pl
oTpew pass turn, turn around

"All three imperatives are present, underlining
the importance of continuous action." Morris.
Cf. Lk 18:1-8; 11:5-8.

dobnoetol  Verb, fut pass indic, 3's dtdwuL
Cntew seek, search for, look for
gvprfoete  Verb, fut act indic, 2 pl £0PLOKW
kpovw knock (at a door)

dvolyw open

"All who serve God know what it is to be
faced with 'doors' that are fast closed, and it
means a lot that prayer will result in the
opening of such doors. The three expressions
underline the effectiveness of prayer. Look at
it which way you will, it gets things done."
Morris.

Probably "we should understand the
construction as chiastic: the pigs do the
trampling and the dogs tearing in pieces."
Morris.

Verse 8

70g yop 6 alt®v Aaupdver kai 6 Tntdv
gVPLOKEL KOl TQ KPOVOVTL AVOLYHOETAL.

OMEwoLv  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl dnyvuul
and pnoow burst, tear in pieces

Verse 9

Note that this verse deals with failure to judge
appropriately. It is applied by many
commentators to the message of the Gospel.
"The gospel of the kingdom — in 13:45-6 the
kingdom is a pearl — was to be preached to all;
but its heralds were also instructed to shake the
dust off their feet when they were not received
into a house or town (10:14)." Davies &
Allison.

"Staying on and on in the company of those
who ridicule the Christian religion is not fair to
other fields that are waiting to be saved,
especially in view of the fact that the harvest is
plentiful but the labourers are few."
Hendriksen.

"The issue here thus focuses on the lack of
receptivity rather than on any intrinsic
unworthiness of any individuals or group."
Hagner.

1 Tig oLy £€E VPOV GvOpwitog, Ov altroel
0 viog avtod dptov - pn AMbov Emdwost
avTd;

"The rhetorical questions together with the
negative constructions beginning with un
amount to affirmations. When a child asks for
bread or a fish, no parent would respond with
a stone or a snake." Hagner.

N or

dptog, ov m bread, a loaf, food
MBog, ov m stone, precious stone
gmdLdwuL  give, hand

Verse 10

1l kal LOvv aitioer — un Sy £mdwoeL
avTd);

ix0vg, vog m fish
opLe, ewg m snake, serpent

Day 677: Matthew 7:7-12

Verses 7-11

"Here he is simply making emphatically the
central point, that prayer to a loving Father is
effective. The point is not that human
persistence wins out in the end, but that the
heavenly Father who loves his children will
certainly answer their prayers." Morris.

"France holds that 'a snake might be taken for
a fish, particularly the eel-like catfish of
Galilee." While Mounce sees in the snake
'some eel-like fish without scales that,
according to Lev 11:12, was not to be eaten.'
We cannot be sure which is correct, but clearly
there was something that resembled fish but
was not and that mocked hunger rather than
satisfied it." Morris.
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Verse 11

el o0V Vuete wovnpol 8vteg oldate dduato
Ayabd 8186vaL Totg Tékvolg DUMV, TOoW
uwoAhov 6 maTie Vudv 6 €v tolg ovPavoig
dwoet ayodd tolg aitodoLy avtdv.

movnpeog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

"Throughout the New Testament, the solidarity
of the race in sin is taken as a basic fact."
Morris.

oida (verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

ooua, tTog n gift

dyabog, n, ov good, useful, fitting

tekvov, ov n child; pl descendants

000G, 1, ov  how much(?)

uoiiov adv more; rather

Cf. the parallel in Lk 11:13 which has wvevuo
(ryLov rather than dyaBa. Hagner thinks that
"These 'good things' can be thought of as the
eschatological blessings that accompany the
presence of the kingdom (cf. Luke's 'Holy
Spirit"), so that the work of the disciples in
proclaiming the kingdom is primarily in view,
or alternatively the more ordinary and ongoing
needs of the disciples (cf. 6:32-33)." Cf. Jas
1:17

Verse 12

[I4vto ovv Boa ¢dv BéAnTe Tva ToldoLY
VUly ol dvBpwitot, oVTwe Kol VUELS
ToLelTe avTolg” oUToC Yép 0Ty O vOUog
Kal ol swpogfitat.

"Elsewhere Jesus says that the law and the
prophets 'hang' on the two commandments to
love God and one's neighbour (22:40), which
is another way of saying the same thing. Both
ways of putting it totally exclude selfishness
and stress a proper attitude of love and care for
others. The person who constantly lives
according to the golden rule is keeping all the
regulations in Scripture directing one's conduct
towards other people." Morris.

"It is from this saying and that of 22:37-40 that
love became the dominant theme of the
Christian ethic... If the ethics of the kingdom
of God anticipate the coming future in the
present, then this is especially true of the ethic
of the golden rule, which is the distillation of
kingdom ethics. If this teaching of Jesus were
to be lived out in the world, the whole system
of evil would be dramatically shaken. Even if
it were to be manifested seriously in the
Church, its impact would be incalculable. In
this sublime command, so simple and yet so
deep, we encounter a challenge central to the
purposes of God and therefore one that is also
eschatological in tone. No other teaching is so
readily identified with Jesus; no other teaching
is so central to the righteousness of the
kingdom and the practice of discipleship."
Hagner.

'Therefore' probably refers back to the whole
of the preceding sermon — though our Father's
care for us should act as a motive to careful
concern for others. The lack of clarity
concerning the connection with what precedes
is probably responsible for the omission of
ovv from a few MSS (x* L sy” bo™).

Day 678: Matthew 7:13-20

Verses 13-27

600¢, 1, ov as much as, how much,
oooc¢ dv, O0oc¢ éov whoever

Oehw  wish, will

oVTws and ovtw thus, in this way

"The golden rule is found in some form or
another in a variety of religions, mostly in the
negative: 'Do not do to others what you would
not like them to do to you.' Jesus, however,
enunciates this rule in positive form, and
appears to have been the first to do so; his
followers are to be active in doing good to
others." Morris.

"The concluding section of the sermon is taken
up with impressing on the hearers the
difference between real and merely nominal
discipleship." Morris.

"Jesus began his sermon with unqualified
tenderness, embracing in the Blessings those
who felt least embraceable. He concludes with
unqualified toughness, warning us that his
sermon is not an intellectual option, a set of
suggestions we may take or leave, one
philosophy among many others, but that it is
the exclusive way to life." FD Bruner.

Verse 13

Eloé\0ate dud Thig oteviic moing: Oty
mhatelo 1 TOAN Kol e0pUywEog 1) 680¢ 1
Amdyovoa eig TNV ATWAELAY, Kol TTOMAOL
elowy ol elogpyduevol die avTiic:

vouog, ov m law

eloé\Bate Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
glogpyouar enter, go in, come in

OTEVOG, 1, OV harrow

muln, ng f gate, door

TAQTUG, €L, V' wide
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| i is omitted by a few MSS, including x*

gVPLUYWEOS, ov  wide, roomy

NASYV translates as 'easy' but this is not a good
translation. The point is not that this way is
easy but that it is easy to be found in this way.

660c, ov f way, path, road, journey

amoyw lead

amwiewa, og f destruction, utter ruin

TTOAVG, JTOAAY, TTOAV gen TOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

The relationship between the 'gate' and the
'path’ or 'way' is the subject of much
controversy. Some think that the gate is at the
end of the path and is the entrance into glory.
Others think that gate and path are poetic
parallels for the same demand to go Christ's
way. Bruner sums up the 'traditional’ (see
Pilgrim's Progress) and perhaps most natural
interpretation. "Jesus is appealing both for an
evangelical decision (the gate) and for an
ethical endurance (the way). Taken together,
then, the narrow gate and the tough way are
simply the difficult choice for Jesus and the
constantly challenging decisions for
discipleship to him." Cf. Luke 13:24.

No-one drifts into this way by accident. "The
way taught by Jesus, upon which the disciples
are invited to travel, is inestimably superior
despite the various demands it puts upon its
travellers. If it is a rigorous way, it is
unmistakably also a way of grace. The
disciples are not to worry that they are the
minority, the few over against the many. It is
not the point of the passage to speculate over
the number who are saved or lost. The
concern is the challenge afforded by
discipleship. But the disciples are not to worry
that their path involves the rigours of
discipleship as well as the experience of
suffering, sacrifice and persecution. For they,
by the grace of God, have found the way to
life; they are the privileged." Hagner.

Verse 15

ITpoogyete Amd TV PeVdOTEOPNTAV,
oltiveg £pyovtal PO VUAS £V EVOVUoLY
mpofdtwy, Eowbev 6¢ eloLy Mikotl
Gpmayec.

The metaphor of the 'two ways' was common
in Jewish, Hellenistic and early Christian
writings.

mpooeyw pay close attention to, be on
guard, watch, watch out
Pevdompogntng, ov m false prophet

Verse 14

Tl otevn 1) O kol TeOhppévn 1 686¢ 1
amdyovoa gig Tv Cwnv, kal OAiyol eloiv
ol gvplokovreg avTIiv.

Instead of Tv otevn, some MSS, followed by
TR have OTL 0TEVY. TL is probably "a
Semitism (cf. Ps 139:17) not understood by
some copyists who proceded to add the
omicron making 01t." Hagner.

1N muAn is omitted by some MSS, though in
this case by a number of cursives.

teOhupévn  Verb, perf pass ptc, f nom s
OMpPw press hard, crush

It is difficult to determine the nature of the
false prophets mentioned here. Gundry thinks
that they were Jewish Christians over zealous
for the law while others argue that they were
antinomian ultra-Paulinists. Hagner
comments, "The designation 'false prophets'
need not be taken in a narrow, technical sense
as referring to a particular group. It is
impossible to know what specific group, if
any, the evangelist had in mind... The term
can be applied generally to all who fulfil the
description in 7:15-20, who bring forth 'bad
fruit,' whether Pharisees (thus Hill),
charismatic enthusiasts, libertines, or even
hypocrites in the Church (Minear). Possibly
the warning is general and has no specific
group in mind."

"The verb ... conveys the basic idea of pressing
(which can lead to the thought of affliction);
here it is that of compression and thus
narrowness. The perfect points to a continuing
state. It is not the obvious opposite to 'broad,’'
and perhaps we should detect an allusion to the
persecutions that are part and parcel of the
Christian life." Morris. Cf. Acts 14:22.
Hagner says, "Given the context of the
preceding ethical teaching of the sermon, the
radical character of discipleship is in view."

ottiveg Pronoun, m nom pl 00TLg, NTLS, O
L who, which

évouua, 1o n clothing, garment

mpofatov, ov n sheep

I.e they appear or masquerade as members of
the flock.

¢owBev adv. within, inside, inwardly
Avkog, ov m wolf

[CF. Acts 20:29.

Com, ng f life
oAyog, 1, ov little, small; pl. few

Gpmag, ayog grasping, greedy
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Verse 16

ATTO TOV KAPTMOV 0VTOV ELyvmoeode
ovTOVS” UIjTL OVAAEYOVOLY ATTO dkavODV
OTO@UAAS 1) A0 TOLROAWY 0lka;

Cf. Lk 6:43-44.

"Jesus does not speak of what the tree does,
but of what it does not do; in the last resort it is
not the tree that actually bears bad fruit that is
condemned, but one that fails to produce good
fruit." Morris.

kopmog, ov m fruit, outcome

gmryvwoeoBe  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 2 pl
gmuyLvwoKkw  perceive, understand,
recognise

ékkomtw  cut off, cut down, remove
P, og n fire
fariw throw, throw down

A timeless or gnomic future.

Cf the words of John the Baptist in 3:10 and
Jesus' words in John 15.

untL Negative particle, used in questions to
indicate the expectation of a negative
answer

ovlMheyw gather

akovOa, ng f thorn-plant

otaguin, ng f (bunch of) grapes

ToLoA0G, ov m briar, thistle

ovkov, ov n fig

Verse 17

Verse 20

dpa ve Ao TOV KapTOV aDTOV
gmLyvwoeode avtove.

ovtwg v d¢vdpov dyabov kapmolg
KaAoVg TToLEL, TO Ot oampPOV dEVOPOV
KOOITOVG TTOVNPOVS TTOLET:

ve enclitic particle adding emphasis to the
word with which it is associated
gmuyvwoeole  see v.16

Day 679: Matthew 7:21-27

Verses 21-23

ovtwg thus, in this way

devdpov, ov n tree

ayabog, n, ov good, useful, fitting
kohog, M, ov good, fine, beautiful
oampog, o, ov bad, rotten, worthless
ovnpog, o, ov evil, bad

These verses provide a "striking illustration of
the lesson given in vv 15-20." Hagner.

Verse 21

"devopov dyabov, 'good tree,' in the context
of the sermon and the Gospel, represents the
disciples of Jesus, the people of the kingdom,
and the kopITOVG KOAOVG, 'good fruit,' the
righteousness expounded in the teaching of
Jesus. oOTPOV OEVOPOV KOPTOVG
Tovnpovg, 'decayed tree, bad fruit,' refers, on
the other hand, to those (false prophets) who
only give the appearance of belonging to the
truth and whose true character is revealed in
their unrighteous deeds." Hagner.

OV mac 6 AMéywv pot, Kiple kipte,
eloehevoeton eig v Baothelov TdOV
oVPAVAV, Al O ToLdV 1O OéANMa ToD
mtatpdg pwov tod év tolg ovpavolc.

"Matthew's community can hardly have failed
to think here of the primary Christian
confession, that Jesus is Lord (cf. Rom 10:9;
Phil 2:11; 1 Cor 12:3), and of the futility of
empty profession (cf. the emphasis on 'doing'
what is righteous in Rom 2:13; Jas 1:22, 25;
2:14; 1 John 2:17)." Hagner.

Verse 18

gtoghevoetor  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl
glogpyouar enter, go in, come in
Oelnua, atog n will, wish, desire

oV dVvatol d¢vepov Ayadov KapTovg
TTOVNEOVS TTOLETY, 0VOE BEVOPOV OUTTPOV
KAOITOVS KAAOVGS TTOLELY.

"When the kingdom of heaven comes in all its
fulness, it will not be people's professions that
count, but their profession as shown in the way
they live." Morris. Cf. Lk. 6:46.

ovvauol can, be able to, be capable of

Verse 19

Verse 22

7OV OEVOPOV 1) TOLODV KOPTOV KAAOV
gxkOmTeTAL Kol £ig P PdiheTal.

mowodv  Verb, pres act ptc, n nom/acc s
TTOLEW

molhot gpoDalv wou év éketvn Th Muépq,
Kvpie kUpLe, o0 Td 0@ dOVOUOTL
ETPOENTEVOAUEY, KOL T® 0O OVOUUTL
darudvio £E€gfdhouev, kal T@ od ovouatt
duVAUELS TTOANAS ETOLOOUEY;

¢pobolv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl Aeyw
ékeLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that, he,
she, it
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For the phrase év éketvy ) fuepa cf. Amos
8:9; 9:11; Isa 2:20; Zeph 1:10,14; Zech 14:4,
6,8, 13,20, 21; 2 Thess 1:10; 2 Tim 4:8.

00G, 01, OOV possessive adj. your, yours

ovoua, To¢ n name, title, authority

oalpoviov, ov n demon, evil spirit

£€efdhouev  Verb, aor act indic, 1 pl
éxBailw throw out, cast out

"'Doing' words is a somewhat curious
expression, but clearly it means that the person
in view is not content with admiring
outstanding teaching; he makes it his guide
and models his life on it." Morris.

"The standard of orthopraxy, of righteousness,
is the words of Jesus, not those of the Torah."
Hagner.

"God who is holy can do holy things with
instruments that are not. The ability to drive
out demons says nothing about the inner
holiness of the broom which God may make
use of. Obedience is more than miracles."
Gutzwiller.

"To be active in religious affairs is no
substitute for obeying God." Morris.

"Hill is correct, then, in characterising the
activities of these persons as 'a continuation of
that of Jesus himself ... in fulfilment of the
apostolic commissioning' and as 'in no way
abnormal in the life of the early church'...
These persons are thus not criticised for their
charismatic activities but for their dependence
upon them as a substitute for the righteousness
taught by Jesus. We may conclude that
charismatic activities, done apart from this
righteousness, have no self-contained
importance and are in themselves insufficient
for entry into the kingdom of heaven."
Hagner.

ouotow make like; pass resemble, be
like

A number of MSS read 6uolwow ovTov
perhaps influenced by Lk 6:47.

avnp, dvoépog m man, husband
(PPOVLUOG, OV wise, sensible
otkodouew build, build up
oikia, ag f house, home
metpa, ag f rock, solid rock

Verse 25

kol katéfn 1 Pooxt kal fAOov ol otauol
kal €mvevoay ol Gvepol Kal TooEmecay
i olkig €kelvn, kol ovk Emeoey,
tebeuehionto yop i v métpav.

Verse 23

kotofalve come or go down, descend

Booyn, mg f rain

n\Bov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3 pl épyouat

TOTOUOG, OV m  river, stream

mvew  blow (of wind)

Avepog, ov m wind

nmpooémeoay  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
mpoomuttw fall down, beat against

Kal TOTe dSuoroyriow avtolg 1L OVdémoTe
gyvov Yubg: dmoywpette die £uod ol
goyalouevol v dvoptav.

Cf. Ezek 13:10-15; Isa 28:17.

tote then, at that time

ouoloyew confess, declare
oVdeTOTE  hever

gyvwv  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s YLV0OK®

g¢neoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s mmuttow  fall,
fall down

teBeuehioto  Verb, pluperf pass indic, 3 s
Oeuerlow found; establish firmly

Verse 26

|Cf. Jer 1:5; Amos 3:2.

dmoywpew go away, leave
goyaCouatl work, do, perform
avoua, ag f wickedness, lawlessness

The use of this particular word underlines their
failure to submit and to obey. "Religion can
never take the place of actual obedience to the
teaching of Jesus. Matthew will return to this
uncompromising view in chap 25, again in
connection with the coming day of judgment.”
Hagner.

kal wog 6 dkovwv pov tovg Adyoug
TOVTOVS Kal U1} ToLdV avtovg
ouotwonoeTal avopl wwpd, HoTLg
®roddunoev ovtod v oikiov £l TV
duuov.

uwpog, o, ov foolish; to u. foolishness
auuog, ov f sand, seashore

"We should not understand a deliberate choice
of sand, but a failure to take seriously the
necessity for a solid foundation." Morris.

Verse 24

Verse 27

I8¢ oDV B0Tic dkoveL LoV TOVS AOYoUS
TOVTOVE Kal oLl avtovg OpotwdjoeTal
avdpl ppoviuw, 6oTLg MkoddUNoeV avTod
™V olkiov €mi Tv éTpav.

kol katéfn 1 Pooyt kal fA0ov ol otauol
kol €mvevoay ol Gvepol Kal TPootkooy
h otkia éketvn, kol Emeoev, kal fv 1
TdoLg avThc neydn.

ootig, Ntig, 6 v who, which, whoever

mpookontw beat against; strike against
mTwolg, ewg f fall
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ueyas, ueyoln, ueyo large, great

"The expression points to complete ruin. For a
house built on sand there is in the end no other
fate than complete destruction. So it is with
anyone who hears Jesus' teaching without
heeding it. It is teaching with a strong
undertone of warning as well as with much to
comfort and inspire. We neglect the warning
at our peril." Morris.

oylog, ov m crowd, multitude

Verses 24-27 Postscript

It is easy to make this discourse, with its
uncompromising concluding admonitions, into
a new nomism, i.e., the pursuit of
righteousness through the obeying of
commandments (those of Jesus replacing those
of Moses). But this conclusion, as plausible as
it seems at first glance, makes the mistake of
ignoring the larger context, not only of the
sermon itself, with the opening, kerygmatic
beatitudes, but also and more importantly of
the whole Gospel within which this this
discourse takes its place. There the
announcement of the good news of the
dawning kingdom has priority. This means
above all a new era with a new experience of
the grace of God. Any nomism, or law-
centredness, must take account of this new era.
Nevertheless, the teaching of Jesus is to be
taken seriously, as even Paul would have
insisted. And the Sermon on the Mount stands
within the canon of the Church as a proper
antidote to a Paulinism that (unlike Paul
himself) champions a gospel of cheap grace.
The gospel of the NT has room for the stern
ethic of Jesus, without ceasing to be gospel.
The Sermon on the Mount represents an
emphasis not simply for Jewish Christians,
who may have some lingering interests in
satisfying the strictures of Moses, but also for
all Christians, who cannot claim that name
without interest in the righteousness of the
kingdom." Hagner.

"The plural, multitudes, indicates that this was
not the impression of a tiny minority but of a
large number of people. As we saw in 5:1, the
sermon was addressed primarily to disciples,
but there were others than disciples present. It
is the reaction of these others that Matthew
now relates. He does not give the impression
that Jesus was simply another in a multitude of
teachers, some slightly more acceptable than
others. Jesus astonished people. There was no
one like him." Morris.

owdaym, ng f teaching, what is taught

Cf. Mk 1:22.

Verse 29

v Yoo Sddokwv avtovg hg EEovotay
£V Kol oUY OC Ol YOUUUOTELS ATV,

dLdookw teach

¢Eovowa, ag f authority, power

YOQUUOTEVS, ewg m  scribe, expert in
Jewish law, scholar; town clerk

Day 680: Matthew 7:28-8:4

Verse 28

Hagner comments, "The periphrastic
construction v d1da0kwv, 'he was teaching,’
draws attention to the repeated teaching that so
astonished the listeners. The consistent
element in this teaching that caused the
astonishment was the £€0v010,, 'authority,' it
presupposed. Unlike Ol YOOUUATELS QVTWY,
'their scribes,' who taught not with a sense of
their own authority but in heavy dependence
upon the traditions of earlier teachers and
somewhat diffidently, Jesus set forth his
teaching with unique conviction and authority
(cf. But I say to you': 5:22, 28, 32, 39, 44;
'these my words': 7:24, 26). Nor does his
teaching consist mainly of the exegesis of the
text of the Torah; it is preeminently Ais own
words that are authoritative. This unique
gEovola is, as the reader of Matthew knows,
the result of the true identity of Jesus." Hagner
adds that the verse, "has an unmistakable
polemical tone reflecting the growing hostility
between the synagogue and the church."

Matthew 8:1ff

Kai ¢yéveto dte étéleoev 6 "Inoodg tovg
AOYoVg TovTOVG £EETAO00VTO Ol GYAOL
€t M) dwdayfi adtod"

¢yéveto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOULOLL

Ote conj when, at which time

Tehew complete, finish

éxmtAnooouar  be amazed

| The imperfect suggests an ongoing effect.

Having focused on Jesus' wonderful teaching,
Matthew now moves on to focus on Jesus'
miraculous healing. 8:1 marks the beginning
of a section recording Jesus' miracles (chapters
8-9), preparing for the answer to John the
Baptist's question in 11:3-5 and culminating in
Peter's great confession that Jesus is the Christ
at the end of chapter 16. After this, Jesus'
primary focus is on teaching the disciples the
significance of his approaching death.
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Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 136: Matthew 7:1-8:4

The current section begins with the healing of
"persons excluded from full participation in
Israel's worship" (Green), namely a leper, a
Gentile and a woman.

Verse 1

It may have been many years since any non-
leprous person had touched this man. To
touch him would be to become defiled. Cf.
Lev 5:3.

Katapdvtog 6¢ avtod dmod tod dpovg
HrorovOncay adtd dyhot wohhot.

Aempa, ac f leprosy, skin disease

Verse 4

katofdvrog Verb, aor act ptc, m gen s
koatofalve come or go down, descend

0pog, ovg n  mountain, hill

dkohovBew follow, accompany, be a
disciple

TTOAVG, JTOAAY, TTOAV gen TOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

Verse 2

kai AMéyel avtd 6 ‘Inoodg, Opa undevi
elmng, MG Vaye ogavtov SeTEoV T@
lepel, kal mpootveykov TO d®Pov O
mpoottoEev Mwiiofig, eig naptupLov
avTolc.

Opow trans see; intrans make sure, see to
unoeLg, undeuta, undev no one, nothing
glmng  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s Aeyw

Kol 160V Aemtpdg TPOooEAOWV TPOCEKVVEL
avt® Méywv, Kopte, ¢dv BéAng dUvaoal pe
kabopioot.

Cf. 9:30; 12:16; 16:20; 17:9. Jesus did not
want people to misunderstand his mission and
for news to spread of him simply as a 'wonder-
worker'.

mpooeNdwv Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
TPOOoEPYOoUaL come or go to, approach

mpookvvew  worship, fall down and
worship, fall at another's feet

As with the use of the address 'lord’, so with
the verb used here it is uncertain whether it
implies worship or simply an act of respect
and of pleading. Hagner says that kvpLe "is a
confession of faith in Jesus as God's messianic
agent but not necessarily belief in Jesus' deity.
(Of course, Matthew's readers understand
Jesus as one rightly worshiped as manifesting
the very presence of God.)"

OITayw  go, go one's way, depart

oeavtov, ng reflexive pronoun yourself

O0€tEov  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s deLKVUUL
show, point out, reveal

lepel  Noun, dats igpevg, ewg m priest

Cf. Lev 14:1,2 also Lk 17:14. "Jesus is thus
shown to be faithful to the stipulations of the
Torah in spite of an infraction of the command
not to touch." Hagner.

mpooéveykov Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
npoogepw offer, present

dwpov, ov n gift, offering

TPOOTA00W command, order

gov if
Behw  wish, will
ovvauol can, be able to, be capable of

Cf. Lev 14:10, 21-22.

He recognised that Jesus had power to heal but
was uncertain whether Jesus would choose to
heal him.

koBaplllw cleanse, make clean, purify

Cf. Lev 13:45. "Leprosy was a terrible
disease, but it was also a defiling disease.
Those who had it were 'unclean.' Being freed
from leprosy was different from being freed
from, say paralysis. It was spoken of in terms
of cleansing, not simply of cure." Morris.

Verse 3

Kal €ktetvog v xetpa Mpato avtod
Mywv, Oéhw, kabapiodnti: kal evbéwg
écabapiodn avtod 1 Aémpa.

éktewve  stretch out, extend
xevp, xewpog f hand, power
artw  midd. take hold of, touch

Many MSS read mpoto ovtov 6 "Incovg

uapTVpLov, ov n testimony, witness,
evidence
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Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 136: Matthew 7:1-8:4

Verses 2-4 Postscript

"The unique authority of Jesus, just previously
heard in his exceptional words, is now to be
seen in a series of exceptional deeds. The first
of them is recounted briefly and directly.
There is a sense in which leprosy is an
archetypical fruit of the original fall of
humanity. It leaves its victims in a most
pitiable state: ostracised, helpless, hopeless,
despairing. The cursed leper, like fallen
humanity, has no options until he encounters
the messianic king who will make all things
new. His simple confidence in the ability of
Jesus to cure his disease is impressive. If only
he wills to do it! But this precisely is the work
of the Messiah: to restore the created order
from its bondage to decay: 'l do want to do it!'
The very presence of Jesus represents God's
"Yes!' to the leper of this poor man and to all
who suffer. As Jesus reached out to the leper,
God in Jesus has reached out to all victims of
sin. The leper was cured immediately by only
a word from Jesus. This same Jesus cures his
people, the Church, from a whole host of
maladies stemming from the fall, both spiritual
and physical. Indeed it is the ultimate purpose
of Jesus, as part of the future eschatological
consummation, to heal every malady without
exception." Hagner.
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