Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 137: Matthew 8:5-34

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 137 — Matthew 8:5-34

Day 681: Matthew 8:5-13

Verses 5-13

Bepamevw  heal, cure; serve

The healing of the centurion's son is the only
miracle story in Matthew not found in Mark.
The source would seem to lie in the material
common to Matthew and Luke but not found
in Mark, a source commonly known as Q. A
similar story is found in John 4:46b-54.
Morris comments on the differences between
the account here and that in Luke and takes the
view that Matthew "simply gives the gist of
the centurion's communication with Jesus,
whereas Luke in greater detail gives the actual
sequence of events ... Matthew was concerned
primarily with the centurion's faith and
nationality."

"Jesus was willing to enter the home of a
Gentile, which is striking because the dwelling
places of Gentiles were [considered] unclean.”
Morris.

The unusual syntax has caused many to
suggest Jesus' words may have been a
question, though Hagner thinks it more likely
to be the result of Matthew's terseness of style.

Verse 8

kol AmokplOeig 6 EKaTtOVTapyog £gn,
Kvpte, ovk gipl ikavog tvo wov Bo v
otéynv eloéAng: alhd udvov elme Moyw,
kal tabfoetal 6 ot wov.

Verse 5

Eloeh0dvtog 8¢ avtod eic Kagapvooiu
TPoofiMdeV aDTD EKATOVIOEYOS
TOPAKAADY a0TOV

eloeh0OvTOg  Verb, aor act ptc, m gen s
glogpyouat enter, go in, come in

mtpoonABev Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
TTPOCEPYOUUL  see V.2

£KOTOVTOEYNS, OV and £KATOVTAPYOS, OV
m centurion

mopokahew exhort, encourage, urge

Verse 6

amokplbelc  Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom s
dokpuvopal  answer, reply

£€gn  Verb, imperf act ind, 3s @nuL say

ikavog, 1, ov  worthy, sufficient, fit

oteyn, ng f roof

eloehOng Verb, aor act subj, 2 s elogpyoua
see v.5

"'l am not worthy,' rather than being a
reference to personal unworthiness, very
probably reflects the centurion's sensitivity to
Jewish mores, which prohibited association
with Gentiles." Hagner.

kal Aéywv, Kvpie, 6 male pov BEPANTOL v
i oikig mopavuTikds, deLvddg
Baooviouevoc.

uovov adv only, alone

{oOnfoetolr  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s taopot
heal, cure, restore

oG, TOLOOS  see V.6

A few MSS lack the words O mtaLg pov

Again, there is ambiguity in the salutation
KVpLE, cf. v.2.

Verse 9

molg, madog m & f servant, slave, child

Matthew uses the ambiguous term stoLg which
could mean 'servant' (cf. Luke's 00vL0G), but
could equally mean 'son' (cf. John's 110g).

The Q source may have read staLg which Luke
interpreted as OOVAOC.

kol yop €yw dvOpwdg eiut Vo EEovaiay,
£V VIt £UOVTOV OTPATLOTOS, KoL Aéyw
ToVTw, IMopevdNTL, Kol ToPEVETAL, Kol
GMw, "Epyov, kal £pyetol, Kol T@ 00UAw
uov, IMoinoov todto, Kol ToLelL.

¢€ovowa, ag f authority, right, power

BéRAnTaL  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s falhw
trans throw, throw down, place

TaPAAVTIKOS, oV m paralytic, cripple

dewvwg  terribly, with hostility

paocavitw torment, disturb

Verse 7

Several MSS, including X B, read 07t0
£E0V0LaV TAOOOUEVOS. Metzger comments
that this is "clearly an interpolation derived
from the parallel account in Lk 7:8."

kol Aéyer avtd, "Eyw éA0wv Bepameom
avTov.

géMOwV Verb, aor act ptc, mnom's £0YOUOL

guavtov  Possessive pronoun, 1™ sing, acc s
guavtov, ng my, belonging to me

oTPOTLWTNG, OV m soldier

mopevONnTL  Verb, aor pass dep imperat, 2 s
TopgvouaL  go, travel

¢oxov Verb, pres midd/pass dep imperat, 2 s
£oyouaL

ahlhog, m, o another, other
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doviog, ov m slave, servant

"All authority in the army was vested in the
emperor, so that the centurion was subject to
imperial authority. But when a centurion gave
orders he was obeyed because he spoke with
the authority of the emperor. This man's reply
shows that he had an unusual understanding
that Jesus spoke with the authority of God. He
would accordingly be obeyed." Morris.

The centurion's words "imply belief in the
messianic authority and status of Jesus."
Hagner.

Oliver O'Donovan comments, "Authority is the
capacity to give effective commands, we are
told: those who can call upon it are used to
having their commands obeyed without
attending in person to watch over their
execution. Not to be overlooked is the phrase
used for 'being in authority": hupo exousian
tassesthai, literally being set 'under' authority.
An important insight is captured there: to be in
authority you have to be under it, and if you
are under it you are in it. To be subject to
authority is to be authorised. In that Jesus
exercises the powers of God's Kingdom, he
shows himself subject to that kingdom. So
God's Kingdom is made known by a true
subject of that kingdom, wholly under God's
authority, wholly authorised to act in God's
name." The Desire of the Nations, p. 90.

Verse 10

drovoag 8¢ 6 "Inoodg €00paoev Kol eltey
totg dkohovBodolv, Aunv Aéyw Vulv, mops
ovdeVE TOCAVTNY TTLOTLY €v T® "Topanh
£DPOV.

Bavpalw wonder, be amazed

dkohovBoDoLy  Verb, pres act ptc, m/n dat pl
dkohovBew follow, accompany, be a
disciple

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing

Verse 11

AMyw 8¢ DUty OTL ToAOL GITd dvaToldV
kal dSvoudv fiEovowy kai dvakhOioovto
uetdt Appadu kai ‘Toadk kol "Tokwp €v T
Baotheiq TV oVPAVAV*

[Cf. Lk 13:28-29.

TTOAVG, TTOAAN, TTOAV gen TTOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

dvatoAin, ng f rising sun, dawn, east

ovoun, ng f west (always pl.)

Nkw come, have come, be present

dvokilve  seat at table, lay down

The allusion is to the eschatological banquet.
"The references concerning the coming of
many from east and west (e.g., Ps 107:3; Isa
43:5; Bar 4:37) were understood as referring to
the return of the diaspora Jews to Israel. The
great family of the covenant people of God
would gather with the patriarchs, who
symbolise Israel, in the new eschatological
kingdom and feast together with them — thus
manifesting in this table communion their
oneness... But now with the coming of the
Messiah, that exclusiveness is turned on its
head in an apparent reversal of salvation-
history. It is the Gentiles who are being called
from the ends of the earth... The centurion
represents in effect the beginning of a stream
of Gentiles who will come from east and west
to join the eschatological banquet, while — and
consider the offence of this unparalleled
teaching — the Jews, 'the sons of the kingdom,'
will themselves (in large part, i.e., who reject
the Messiah), be rejected, although, of course,
this does not apply to the OT saints... The true
'sons of the kingdom' are now those who
respond to the proclamation of Jesus (cf.

13:38; cf. 5:45)." Hagner.

In place of waEs 0VOEVL TOCAVTNV TLOTLY £V
1 "Topan) ebpov many MSS read 00de év
T IopanA TOGOVTNYV TLOTLY EVPOY,
conforming the text to Lk 7:9.

TOOOUTOG, OUTT, OUTOV correlative adj SO
much, so great, so large
motig, ewg f faith, trust, belief

"With this first introduction of the word 'faith’
in the Gospel (but see 6:30), Matthew has
reached an important theme that will be
referred to often (e.g., 9:2, 22, 29; 15:28;
17:20; 21:21; 23:23)." Hagner.

ebpov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
£VPLOKW

Verse 12
ol 8¢ viol thig faotietag ékpAnOoovTAL

elg TO 0kOTOg TO EEWTEPOV" £KET E0TOL O
KAowBuog kai 6 fpuyudg TV 0OVIWV.
éxpfAndricovtal  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 pl
gkpailw throw out, expel, cast out
0KoTOg, ovg n darkness, evil
¢Ewtepog, a, ov outer, outmost
ékel  there, in that place, to that place
gotar  Verb, fut indic, 2's eipt
kAavBuog, ov m bitter crying, wailing
Bouywog, ov m grinding, gnashing
0dovg, ddovtog m tooth
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"Some of those who might have been expected
to respond to Jesus with faith and commitment
will not do so, and their failure is shown up by
the centurion's faith. The Master leaves his
hearers in no doubt that this is a failure with
dire and permanent consequences." Morris.

Verse 13

kal eimtev 6 "Inoodg T® fkatovidoym,
“Yraye, wg €miotevoag yevnOitw oot. kol
14On 6 malg [avtoD] év Tf dpq éketvn.

vayw go, go one's way, depart

motevw believe (in), have faith (in), have
confidence in, entrust

yvevnortw Verb, aor pass dep imperat, 3 s
YLVOULOLL

loopar heal, cure, restore

mpa, ag £ hour, moment

€keLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that

A few MSS read 470 TG MPEOC EKELVNG

Some MSS, followed by the TR, read ovtoLg
rather than aVtw, conforming the text to that
of Mark. Hagner comments that Matthew's
singular lends "a distinct christological aspect
to the story." He also comments on the
striking chiasmus of vv 14-15:

he saw his mother-in-law

lying sick

having a fever

he touched her hand

the fever left her

b' and she rose

a' and she served him

"Matthew appears to have imposed the
carefully contrived structure upon the material
in abbreviating the Markan tradition. Hill
rightly notes that the special form of the
passage 'may be evidence of a Christian
'rabbinic' mind in action, making a narrative
easily remembered for the community."'

o0 o e

Q

Day 682: Matthew 8:14-17

Verses 14-17

Verse 16

Cf. Mk 1:29-34.

OYiog 0t yevouEvNg TTPOOTIVEYKAY VTR
doLUOVILOUEVOUS TTOANOVG" Kol EEEPae
TO TVEuHoTa AOYW, Kal dvtog tolvg
Kak®g Exovrag E0gpdmevoev:

Verse 14

oo, ag f evening

Kali ¢éM0wv 6 ‘Inocodg eig tv olkiav
ITétpov €idev v mevlepdy adToD
BePrnuévny kol TupEcoOVOAV®

"At the end of the day, when leisure allowed
(or perhaps waiting for the end of the sabbath,
when the sick could be carried... Mark 1:32)."
Hagner.

gé\0wv Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s £py0OuU0L

oikwa, ag f house, home, household

eldev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s 6paw trans
see, observe, perceive

nevlepa, ac f mother-in-law

Bepinuévny  Verb, perf pass ptc, facc s
Pallw see v.6

mvpeoow  be sick with fever

Verse 15

mpoonveykav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
mpoogepw bring, bring before

datpoviloual be possessed by demons

TTOAVG, TTOAAN, TTOAV gen JTOAAOV, NG, OV
much, many

gxpailw throw out, expel, cast out

"Jesus cast them out with a word, a contrast to
the techniques characteristic of contemporary
exorcists, but characteristic of Jesus (cf. v.8)
and indicative of his supreme power." Morris.

kal Mparto Tfig xeLpog avtiig, kol dgfikev
oV O TVPETOS” Kol fyEpdn kol dinkdvel
avTR.

kakwe badly, severely; kokwg éxw be
sick
Oepamevw heal, cure; serve

dmtw midd. take hold of, touch

xevp, xewpog f hand

dgfikev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s d@inut
leave

TTVUPETOG, ov m fever

NyépOn  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s yeLpw
raise

dwokovew  serve, wait on, care for

kal wdvtog Tovg kakdg Exoviag
¢0epdimevoev "This inclusiveness suggests (1)
that there was no disease Jesus could not heal
and (2) the universal scope of the grace of the
kingdom announced by Jesus." Hagner.

Verse 17

"Not only was she cured of the fever but she
was restored to full strength." Morris.

dmwg mAnewdf T PndEv dud "Hoolov tod
mpoitov Aéyovtog, AVTog Tdg dobevelag
NUOV Ehapev kal tdg vooovg ¢BGoTooEy.

Omwg (or 6mwg av) that, in order that
TAnpwOf] Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s wAnpow
fill, fulfill, accomplish
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Oonbev  Verb, aor pass ptc, n nom/acc s Aeyw

Verse 19

Matthew's quotation of Is 53:4 is independent
of the LXX and is closer to the Hebrew.

doBevewa, ag f weakness, iliness
g\ofev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s Aaupoavem
vooog, ov f disease, illness

Baotalw carry, endure, remove

Kol Tpooe v €lC YOOUUOTEDS ELTTEV
avt®, Addokole, dkohovbow oot Grtov
g0V Aépym.

"The healings anticipate the passion in that
they begin to roll back the effects of the sin for
which Jesus came to die." Gundry.

"It is a sign of the reality of the presence of the
kingdom announced by Jesus... Properly
perceived, these healings are most important as
symbols of the much greater 'healing' that is at
the heart of the gospel, the healing of the
cross. At the same time, they foreshadow the
fulfilment of the age to come when all
sufferings and sickness will be finally removed
(cf. Rev 21:1-4). During his ministry, the
healings performed by Jesus were the
fulfilment of prophecy; but Isa 53:4 guarantees
no one healing in the present age. What is
guaranteed is that Christ's atoning death will in
the eschaton provide healing for all without
exception. The healings through the ministry
of Jesus and those experienced in our day are
the first-fruits, the down payment, of the final
experience of deliverance." Hagner.

TPOOEPYOUaL come or go to, approach,
agree with, associate with

elg, wa, €v gen €vog, uLag, £Vog one, a,
an, single

YOQUUOTEVS, ewg m  scribe, expert in
Jewish law, scholar; town clerk

dudaokahog, ov m teacher

dkohovbew follow, accompany, be a
disciple

omov adv. where, whereas, while; o6mov
dv or 6mov ¢av wherever, whenever

¢av if, even if, though; often equivalent to
&v particle indicating contingency and
introducing subjunctive

amépyn Verb, pres midd dep subj, 2 s
ATEQYOUL

"It is important to note ... that although the
scribe reflects good Jewish practice in
choosing his teacher, in the Gospel narrative it
is consistently Jesus who initiates the disciple-
master relationship by his sovereign choice of
disciples. This perhaps explains the coolness
of Jesus' response in the next verse." Hagner.

Day 683: Matthew 8:18-22

Verse 18

Verse 20

Idwv 8¢ 6 "Inoodg Gyhov mepl ovTOV
gcéhevoev dmehOelv eig 1O mépav.

kal Aéyer avt®d 6 'Inoodg, Al AhwItekes
PwAeoVg ExoVoLY Kol TO TETELVA TOD
oVpavol KaTaoKkNVwoeLg, O 68 vidg Tod
AvOpwITov 0VK ExeL TOD TNV KEQOUANV
KALvn.

1dwv  Verb, aor act ptc, mnom's Op0w trans
see, observe, perceive, recognise;
intrans make sure, see to; pass.
appear

oyhog, ov m crowd, multitude

Ahwmng, ekog f fox
@pwieog, ov m den, hole
JTETELVOV, OV n  bird
ovpavog, ov m heaven
KATOOKNVWOLG, ewg f nest

Most MSS read toAlovg dyhovg or a variant
of the same. Only B and cop* read dyhov.
Metzger writes concerning the UBS text,
"After repeated discussion a majority of the
Committee finally decided that, despite its
slender attestation, the reading of B and cop™
is to be preferred, and that the other readings
are to be explained as amplifications made in
order to emphasise the size of the crowd
around Jesus."

kehevw order, command

mepov 1) prep with gen beyond, across, to
or on the other side; ii) to . the other
side

This is the first occurrence of the title 'Son of
Man' in Matthew. On this title see FF Bruce,
"The Background of the Son of Man Sayings"
in Christ is Lord, IVP 1982. Ofits occurrence
here Hagner (who has an excursus on this
term) says that viog Tov dvOpwiov here
stands in the place of 'T' and is not a titular
instance of 'Son of Man.' Nevertheless, the use
of this mysterious and exalted phrase later in
the Gospel in predictions of Jesus suffering
and death colours its meaning here in
describing his ministry in abject humility.

ol interrogative adverb where, at what
place, to what place

kepain, ng f head

kAMvw trans lay, bow, put to flight; intrans
wear away, draw to a close
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"There is undeniably a hyperbolic element
here (e.g., during the Galilean ministry Jesus
used Capernaum as his 'home'), but Jesus'
mode of life was anything but a 'settled' one.
Also possibly in view is the opposition and
persecution experienced by him." Hagner.

Verse 21

repoc 8¢ TV nadnTdV [odtod] elmev
ovT®, Kipte, émitpoepdv not mpdtov
AmehOetv kol Bdpal TOV TaTépa pov.

£tepocg, a, ov other, another, different
uabntng, ov m disciple, pupil, follower

"The standard critical text puts avtov, 'his,’
here in brackets because of the difficulty of
deciding from the divided MS evidence (x B
33 it sa omit it; C L W © £’ TR lat sy mae bo
include it) whether it was in the original text.
A majority of the committee thought it
possible that ovtov was deleted by some
copyists in order to avoid the impression that
the scribe of v 19 was a disciple of Jesus."
Hagner.

The meaning would appear to be 'let the
spiritually dead bury their own physically
dead,' though some think that the Aramaic
original may have meant 'let the burier [grave
digger] bury the dead' i.e., 'let the business
take care of itself.’" Hagner comments, "Be that
as it may, the clarity of the point remains that
the disciple is not to let himself or herself be
distracted by anything, however legitimate in
itself... It would be as much a mistake to take
the statement of v 22 quite literally (unless in
fact the proposed delay was to be a long one)
as it would be to dismember oneself for the
sake of righteousness (thus Carson rightly).
But, despite the hyperbole, there is a
fundamental principle here about the radical
character, urgency, and uncompromising
nature of discipleship that is to be heard with
every invitation to, or volunteering of;,
discipleship to Jesus and the cause of the
kingdom."

é¢mtpentw  let, allow, permit

mpwtov i) adv. first, in the first place, first
of all; ii) equivalent to prep with gen
before

Oamtw bury

TaTnpE, tatpog m father

Day 684: Matthew 8:23-27

Verses 23-27

Cf. Mk 4:36-41; Lk 8:22-25. Cf. also Mt
14:22-23.

May mean, 'allow me to stay at home until my
father is dead, then I will follow you,' so K.E.
Bailey, Through Peasant Eyes.

Verse 23

Kol éufdvte oavtd eig 10 holov
fkorovBnoav adtd ol uabntai avtod.

Verse 22

0 8¢ "Incolg Aéyel adt®d, AkohovbeL Yo,
kol dpeg Tovg vekpovg 0dpaL Tovg E0vTdV
VEKPOVC.

dkolovbew follow, accompany, be a
disciple

dguue  cancel, forgive; allow, tolerate;
leave, forsake, let go, divorce.

vekpog, o, ov dead

Bamtw  bury

govTog, avtn, éovtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

vekpog, o, ov dead

guBdvTtL  Verb, aor act ptc, m dat's £upaivw
get into, embark

mAolwov, ov n boat, ship

dkohovbew follow, accompany, be a
disciple

uabntng, ov m disciple, pupil, follower

Verse 24

Kal 100U oeloudg uéyog eyéveto €v T
Boldoon, Hote TO Thotov kohvmTeobal
VIO TOV KUUATOV: avtdg 8¢ £kdOevdev.

oewouog, ov m earthquake, storm (on the
sea)

ueyog, ueyoAn, ueyo large, great

¢yéveto  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOUOLL

Balaooa, ng f sea

wote  so that, with the result that

mAolov, ov n boat, ship

kohvrttw cover, hide

KVUO, 0TOG n wave

kaBevdw sleep, be dead
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"In the OT such sleep is evidence of a trust in
God's protection (cf. Job 11:18-19; Pss 3:5-6;
4:8; Prov 3:24-26). Jesus' sleeping under such
circumstances can itself easily give rise to the
question with which the pericope ends, 'What
sort of man is this?"" Hagner.

Verse 25

Kal TPo0eAOVTES TiyeLpoy aUTOV
Myovteg, Kvpie, odoov, dmorlvueda.

"kal £yéveto yolvn ueydahy ... refers to
more than simply a cessation of the storm. It
instead means there was a mysterious,
supernatural calm that testified to the
sovereign power of Jesus but that also
symbolised the deep peace and security that
belonged to those who follow Jesus (cf. the
strong contrast with 'the great [ueyoc]
earthquake')." Hagner.

TPOOEPOUaL come or go to, approach,
agree with, associate with

Verse 27

C*L " and TR have ol pa6ntau; other
witnesses (e.g., C* W © f') have ol pet-
ovtov. The shorter text with no specified
subject is contained in X B 33 and the Western
witnesses (it vg Jerome). It would be natural
for scribes to add a subject.

ol 8¢ dvOpwrtol E0avuacoy Aéyovieg,
Iotomdg oty ovtog OTL Kal ol dvepot
kai 1 0dhacoo aTd VITakovovoLy;

fiyewoov  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl €yelpw
raise

o®oov  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s 0mTw
save, rescue, heal

dmohhvut  destroy, kill, lose; midd be lost,
perish, die

Verse 26

Bovualw  wonder, be amazed

motagtog, M, ov  of what sort, what kind,
what wonderful

dvepog, ov m wind

Baloooa, ng f sea

vakovw obey, be subject to

kal Aéyer avtole, Ti devhol €ote,
olyoOmotol; tdte £yepOeig metiunoev
10lg dvéuolg kal tf Boldoon, kai éyéveto
yoAjvn ueyain.

oelhog, n, ov cowardly, afraid
oAyomotog, ov  of liitle faith

"This question comes in Matthew before the
stilling of the sea (unlike in Mark and Luke,
where it follows the miracle) in keeping with
the discipleship theme and thus heightening its
impact. If the disciples respond to an absolute
call to discipleship and hence leave all and risk
their own lives, they must also understand that
the one who calls them will also preserve them
in whatever circumstances they may find
themselves." Hagner.

"Power over the sea, which is often symbolic
of evil or the dwelling place of evil, was
regarded as especially impressive. 'Who is as
mighty as you, O LORD?" asks the Psalmist,
who then continues, 'You rule the raging of the
sea; when its waves rise, you still them' (Ps
89:8-9, NRSV; cf. Pss 65:7; 107:29). If we
press the symbolism of evil, then Jesus' power
over the sea is of the same kind as his healings
and exorcisms, and hence truly representative
of the dawning of the eschatological kingdom.
No conclusions were yet drawn by these
disciples, but they knew beyond a shadow of
doubt that Jesus was an extraordinary person
with incomparable power and authority."
Hagner.

Day 685: Matthew 8:28-34

Verses 28-34

tote then, at that time

gyelow  raise

gmLTiwow command, order, give a
command, rebuke

dvepog, ov m wind

Balaooa, ng f sea

¢yéveto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOUOLL

yoinvn, ng £ calm

ueyog, ueyodn, ueyo large, great

Cf. Mk 5:1-20; Lk 8:26-39. "We should
notice that demon possession is rare if it
occurs at all in the Old Testament, and there
are very few examples after the Gospels. In
the Bible demon possession is part of the
upsurge of evil opposing Jesus in the time of
his incarnation." Morris.
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Verse 28

Kai ¢éA06vtog avtod eig 10 mépav eig v
ywpav TV Fadapnvdv dmjvinooy ovtd
V0 doLpovitouevol ¢k TV wvnuetwv
£EepyOuevoL, yohemol hiav, Mote un
loyveLy Tuvd Topeh0ely dud Tiig 660D
gkelvnge.

nepov beyond, across; to . the other
side

xwpa, ag f country, region

T'adapnvog, N, ov of Gadara

There are variant readings here which
probably arose because Gadara was about six
miles from the lake while Gerasa was about 40
miles from it. It seems likely that Gadara is
correct and that it had territory that reached to
the lakeside.

vmaviaw meet, fight
Ovo gen & acc Ovo dat dvowv two
daipovilonol be possessed by demons

Hagner comments, "There can be little doubt
that Matthew has introduced two demoniacs
into Mark's (and Luke's) story of a single
demoniac. It is easier to explain why Matthew
would have increased that number than why
Mark would have reduced it. The same
phenomenon may be observed in Matthew's
doubling of the single blind man of Mark
10:46-52 (and Luke 18:35-43) in 20:29-34 (cf.
also the two blind men of 9:27-31). A possible
reason for Matthew's doubling here may be to
compensate for his omission of Mark's first
exorcism story (Mark 1:23-28) from his
narrative (Gundry, Green, McNeile) as well as
an earlier story of the healing of the blind man
(Mark 8:22-26). Matthew apparently has a
liking for these stories of pairs of healed
individuals and may well regard such a
practice as justifiable, given the large number
of exorcisms and healings that Jesus
performed... It may also be the case, given
Matthew's Jewish-Christian readers and their
debate with the synagogue, that Matthew is
thinking of the importance of more than one
witness in Jewish tradition (so too Lamarche;
Loader). And as Gibbs notes, in each instance
of the pairs produced by Matthew, there is an
important christological confession (cf.
France). Thus Matthew alone among the
evangelists quotes the OT text — granted in
another context, but at least showing that
Matthew had the verse in mind — which says
that every matter is to be 'confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses' (18:16,
quoting Deut 19:15, cf. Matt 26:60). In short,
Matthew's doubling of those healed is a way of
representing something of the true extent of
Jesus' healings. This device is analogous to
his frequent miracle summaries (which also
indicate a concern with this matter) and lessens
the need to record further individual stories
and thus lengthen the work excessively."

uvnuewov, ov n grave, tomb

¥aAemog, n, ov violent, fierce (of men)

Mav adv exceedingly, greatly

wote  so that, with the result that

ioyvw be strong, be able, be sufficient

mapehOely  Verb, aor act infin stopepyOWUL
pass, pass by

6dog, ov  way, path, road, journey

gkeLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that, he,
she, it

Verse 29

kal 1oV Ekpagav AMéyovteg, Ti fulv kot
oot, vi¢ 10D 6eoD; Abeg wde TPO KapoD
Booavioal fubs;

kpalw cry out, call out
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TL ULy Ko 0oL An idiomatic expression
meaning "what have you to do with us?",
indicating that the speakers see no common
ground between themselves and Jesus. Cf. Jn
2:4.

Verse 32

TR has cot, 'Incov, Ui probably by
influence of the parallel passage in Mark and
Luke.

Kol elev avtole, “Ymdyete. ol 8¢
£EeM0OVTEC AmfiMOov elg Tovg yolpovg: kol
160V dpunoev oo 1 dyéln katd 109
konuvod eic v 0Ghaooav, kal amédavov
¢v 10lg VdaoLV.

®de here, in this place
koLpog, ov m time
pacavitw torment, disturb

The demons recognised that Jesus had
authority to 'torment' them on the day of
judgement by casting them into Hell, the lake
of fire. "This, of course, fits in with Matthew's
perspective of realised eschatology: the
kingdom has come, but in advance of its fullest
and final coming (cf. 12:28; 13:30)." Hagner.

VTayw go, go one's way, depart

¢E€eMOOVTEC  Verb, aor act ptc, m pl nom
£Egpyouol

dmfiMOov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl
ATTEQYOULL

opuow rush

konuvog, ov m steep bank

Balaooa, ng f sea

dméBavov  Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3pl
dmobvnokw die

VOdwp, VdaToc n water

Verse 30

nv 8¢ nokedv date adTdv dyéhn yolpwv
TOMOV BooKouivn.

uakpov far off, at some distance
dyeln, ng £ herd (of pigs)
XOLPOg, OV m pig

"That it was an dryehn xoLpwv, 'herd of swine,'
is significant, since swine were unclean
animals according to the OT (e.g., Lev 11:7;
Deut 14:8); their presence also indicates that
the swine-herders and the population of that
area were non-Jewish... Whether the
demoniacs themselves were Jews or Gentiles
remains unclear." Hagner.

"The yielding of Jesus to the demons' request
almost certainly has a pedagogical purpose. If
the narrative perhaps shows the
resourcefulness of the demons, more
significantly it makes the point that not even
the unclean swine were prepared to contain the
demons, and the demons end up destroying the
swine... They gained nothing by their delaying
tactics but were cast out — and not only into
some temporary lodging from which they
might be able to do further harm." Hagner.

Verse 33

ol 8¢ Bdokovieg Epuyov, Kal AmeAOOVTES
elg TV Oy dmjyyethay dvta kol To
TOV SULUOVILOUEVV.

fookw tend, feed; midd graze, feed

Verse 31

ol 8¢ datuoveg mopekdAovy adTOV
Myovteg, Ei ékfaiherg fube, Amootelthov
NUag eic TV ayéhnv TdOV xolpwv.

daLuwy, ovog m demon, evil spirit
napakohew exhort, encourage, urge
éxfarhw throw out, expel, cast out
dmooteAw send, send out

fookw see v.30

g€puyov Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
gevyw flee, run away from

moAlg, ewg f  city, town

amyyelthav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
dmoyyehhw announce, proclaim

Verse 34

"At this point the reader will undoubtedly
bring to the text questions that the
commentator is ill-equipped to answer,
questions such as, Why do the demons make
this request (v 31)? Why does Jesus heed this
request (v 32)? And what was the fate of the
demons when the herd of swine drowned (v
32)? In these and other such questions,
without a knowledge of the mental and
metaphysical worlds of demons, speculation is
the only recourse." Hagner.

kal 1dov maoo 1 TOhg EEANOEV el
Vrtdvinowy @ ‘Inood, kal iddvteg avTov
mopekdheooy Omwe uetaffi dmd @V optwv
avTAV.

Vavtnols, ewg £ meeting (gig U to meet)

{0dvteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl 0paw
see, observe

mapakohew see v.31

Omwg (or 6mwg Gv) that, in order that

uetoffy Verb, aor act subj, 3 s petafalvow
leave

OpLov, ov n territory, region

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 137: Page 8




Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 137: Matthew 8:5-34

Morris lists a number of perplexing features of
this story, things we find difficult to
understand such as: demon possession; demon
possession of pigs; the destruction of the pigs.
Morris then says, "But at least we can say that
this brought to light the real values of the local
people: they valued their pigs more than the
healing of the demoniacs."
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