Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 138: Matthew 9:1-31

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 138 — Matthew 9:1-31

Day 686: Matthew 9:1-8

Verses 1-8

| Cf. Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26.

Verse 1

Kali ¢updg eig mholov dLemépaoev Kal
NAOev eig v 1dlov TOALY.

éupaive  get into, embark
mAolov, ov n boat, ship
OLOTTEPOW  Cross over
idLog, o, ov one's own
moMg, ewg f  see 8:33

Capernaum is clearly meant (cf. 4:13). These
words indicate "that he now lived in the
lakeside city and not simply that he paid it an
occasional visit. It was the centre for his
ministry." Morris.

Verse 2

Kol 1000 TPOOEPEPOV 0T TOPAAVTLKOV
¢l khivng BepAnuévov. kai dwv 6 "Incodg
TV TOTLV OVTOV ELTEV TQ TOPAAVTLKED,
Odpoel, Tékvov: dgievtol oov al
auaptiot.

mPOooePw present, bring, bring before

TaPAAVTIKOS, oV m paralytic, cripple

khvn, ng f bed, stretcher, sickbed

Bepinuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc & n
nom/acc s foliw throw, place; perf
pass ptc laid (aside)

Matthew omits the lowering of the man
through a roof "which makes such an
impressive feature of the other accounts."”
Morris.

dwv  Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s 0p0w see

motig, ewg f faith, trust, belief

Bapoew (only in imperat) Courage! Take
courage! Cheer up!

Tekvov, ov n child

dglevial  Verb, pres pass indic, 3 pl dgunut
cancel, forgive

auaptia, og fsin

"In the biblical view (Gen 3), all sickness and
suffering, like death itself, trace back to the
entry of sin into the world. In this sense all
sickness is caused by sin. But apart from the
immediate cause-effect connection between
some sin and some sickness (e.g., abuse of the
body), there is no direct or immediate
correlation between individual's sin and his or
her sickness or suffering. This is only to say
that most sinning does not receive its due
punishment in the present time. In this age
there is nothing unusual about the righteous
suffering and the wicked prospering. The
present pericope suggests neither that the
man's sickness was cause by his sin nor that
his sin needed to be forgiven before he could
be healed. The point of this narrative is that
the problem of sin, though not as apparent to
the eye as paralysis, is a fundamental — indeed,
as becomes obvious as the Gospel proceeds,
the fundamental — problem of humanity that
Jesus has come to counteract. Compared to
the healings, the forgiveness of sins is by far
the greater gift Jesus has brought in his
ministry. If the healings done by Jesus
presuppose the invasion of the kingdom of
God into the realm of suffering caused by evil
(as can most graphically be seen in the demon
exorcism of the preceding passage), then the
healing of diseases is only a part of a much
larger picture, wherein sin itself, and not just
its symptoms, is dealt a final blow. The
primary mission of Jesus is the overcoming of
sin through the cross (cf. 1:21; 20:28; 26:28);
the healings are only a secondary indication of
that fact. This connection, indeed, has already
been seen in the citation of Isa 53:4 in 8:17. In
Isa 53 the sin-bearer is also the disease-curer;
and the same connection is made quite explicit
in Ps 103:3, 'who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases' (cf. Pss 25:18;
32:1-2; 41:5; 79:9)." Hagner.

Verse 3

"In the early part of this Gospel we were told
that Jesus would save his people from their
sins (1:21), but this is the first occasion when
we read of him giving anyone forgiveness."
Morris.

Kol 1000 TLvee TOV yoouuatéwy elmay €v
govTolg, OVTog ProoENUET.

YOOUUOTEVS, ewg m  scribe, expert in
Jewish law, scholar

¢ovtog, €avtn, Eavtov  him/her/itself

Praognuew slander, speak against God,
blaspheme
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"In the NT the concept of blasphemy is
controlled throughout by the thought of
violation of the power and majesty of God."
Byer.

"As the scribes saw it, for Jesus to forgive sins
was to assume the divine prerogative."

Morris. Cf. Mk 2:7.

Verse 4

The meaning here of £l tfig Yfig is "now, in
advance of the coming of the eschaton... If the
Son of Man is the person of Dan 7:13-14 and
he begins through his presence to bring the
blessings of the eschaton (one of which was
the forgiveness of iniquity [cf. Isa 33:24; Jer
31:34...]), then it is no surprise that he has
authority to forgive sins on earth as an intrinsic
part of his ministry." Hagner.

kal dwv 6 'Incodg tog EvOvuioelg ovTdv
etmev, ‘Ivotl évOuuelobe movnpd év Tolg
KaedlaLg VUAV;

dwv  seev.2

évbvunolg, ewg f (inmost) thought, idea
tvat,  why? for what reason?
é¢vOvueouar think about, think

movnpog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

dgléval  Verb, pres act infin dgunut

tote then, at that time

Gpdv  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s aipm
take, take up, take away

KAy, mg f seev.2

vayw go, go one's way, depart

Verse 7

"The scribes would surely have argued it was a
good thing to desire to protect the name and
honour of God. Yet from Matthew's
perspective, to oppose Jesus is to oppose God,
and the resistance to Jesus that begins here will
lead to his death." Hagner.

] 1 9 ~ 9 \ > 2 a
kol €yepBelg dmfilOev eig TOV olkov avToD.

Verse 8

Verse 5

10dvteg 6 oL Oyhol épofriOnoov Kai
£00Eaoav TOV BeOV TOV dOVTa EEovaiav
oL TNy T0lg AvOpWITOLS.

Tl Y4 £oTLv gVKOTTWTEQOV, ElITELY,
Agievtol oov al auoptiat, § elmely,
"EYELOE KOl TTEOUTATEL;

i6dvteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl 6paw
see v.2

oxhog, ov m crowd, multitude

@oPeouat fear, be afraid (of)

gVKOTTWTEPOS, O, OV (comparitive from
gVKOOg easy) easier

dgievtoi  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 pl dgunut

2

1 or
gyelpw  raise
meputotew walk, walk about

CL © f* TR sy" substitute é0ovpacay, 'they
marvelled,' as apparently more appropriate and
perhaps by influence of other passages where
the word occurs.

"They reacted as in the presence of God."
Morris.

"The obvious answer is that it is easier to say
that sin is forgiven, for it is impossible for the
bystanders to confirm or refute what has been
said, whereas when a paralysed man is told to
get up and walk anybody can see whether the
command is obeyed or not. On a deeper level,
however, it is the second statement that is the
easier: a healer can say that, but it takes deity
really to forgive sins." Morris.

d0EaClw praise, honour, glorify

ddvta  Verb, aor act ptc, m acc s dLOWUL

g€ovola, og f see v.6

TOLOVTOG, VT, OUTOV correlative pronoun
and adjective such, of such kind

Hagner suggests that Matthew may have had
ecclesiological concerns in mind in the plural
toig dvOpwitolg, cf. 18:18.

Verse 6

Tva ot eidfite 6tL éEovaiav Exel 6 Viog ToD
avOpwitov &t thg yiig dgLéval auaptiag -
16TE AéyeL 1O TapolvTik®, "Eyepdeic dpdv
oov TV kAivny kol Vraye el TOV otkdvy
oov.

Day 687: Matthew 9:9-13

Verse 9

eidfite  Verb, perf/pres act subj, 2 pl oida
(verb perf in form but with present
meaning) know, understand

¢Eovoia, ag f authority

yn, yng f earth

Kot mopdywv 6 "Incodc £keldev €idev
GvOpwmov kabfjuevov £l 10 TEMWVIOV,
Mobbatov heyduevov, kol AEyelL adtd,
AkohoV0gL pot. kai dvaotdg fkohovdnoey
avTd.

Tapayw pass by, pass on

€ldev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s Opow see,
observe

kaOnuor  sit, sit down
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tehwviov, ov n tax office, tax collector's
booth

These taxes would have been collected on
goods being transported either by land, with
the booth beside the main road, or by sea, with
the booth by the shore.

Matthew is called Levi in the other Synoptic
Gospels. It was not uncommon for people in
New Testament times to be known by more
than one name — Simon/Peter, Saul/Paul,
Joseph/Barnabas, John Mark etc. This change
of name, "together with the reference to
'Matthew the tax collector' in 10:3 ('the tax
collector' being unique to Matthew at this
point), is sometimes taken to be tied in with
the attribution of the Gospel to Matthew."
Hagner.

dkolovbew follow, be a disciple
aviotnuL  rise, stand up

Matthew may have known of Jesus and his
work since this incident seems to have
occurred in Capernaum. His response was
instant and would have involved loss of his
livelihood.

"It must be noted here that table fellowship in
that culture was regarded as a very important
symbol of the closeness, indeed the oneness,
of those participating. This is one reason, for
example, that Jews were not allowed to sit at
the same table with Gentiles. For Jesus and
his disciples to be at the same table with tax
collectors and sinners implied a full
acceptance of them. (With this background,
the symbolism of the messianic banquet in
8:11 becomes all the more remarkable.) Thus
the question of the Pharisees, who were
guardians of such separation in the cause of
righteousness, comes as no surprise. For
Jesus' association with tax collectors and
sinners challenges a basic principle of the
Pharisees and from their perspective calls into
question his real commitment to doing God's
will... Parallel to the present story in many
respects is that concerning another tax
collector, in this instance a 'chief tax collector,'
Zacchaeus in Luke 19 (see the specific charge
in Luke 19:7; cf. 15:2)." Hagner.

Verse 10

Verse 11

Kai éyéveto avtod dvakeiuévou év T
oikig, kal idov ToALOL TEADVAL KOl
AUOPTWAOL EMOOVTES GUVOVEKELVTO TO
"Inood kal tolg uadnroic avtod.

kal 1d0vteg ol dopLoalotl FAeyov Tolg
naontale ovtod, Aud Th uetd TV TEAwVOV
Kol GUoPTWADV €00ieL 6 dLddokalog
VUDV;

¢yéveto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOULOLL

avokelpal  be seated at table, be a dinner
guest

{6dvteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl Opaw
¢00Lw and ¢00w  eat, consume
ddaokahog, ov m teacher

Verse 12

Suggests a special dinner, cf. Lk 5:29.

oikia, ag f house, home
TehwvNng, ov m tax collector
auaptwhog, ov  sinful, sinner

6 8¢ dkovoag eimev, OV ypetov Exovowy ol
loyvovteg tatpol alhes Ol KaK®DS EYXOVTEC.

Many MSS, followed by the TR, read 6 &¢
"Inoovg dkovoog.

"Tax collectors, or tax farmers, in that culture
were despised as greedy, self-serving and
parasitic. They grew rich at the expense of the
poor by extorting from them more than was
required by their superiors in order to fill their
own pockets. They futhermore often
compromised regulations for purity in their
handling of pagan money and their dealings
with Gentiles. That Jesus should call a tax
collector to be a disciple would have been in
itself scandalous." Hagner.

'Sinners' were probably those who similarly
failed to keep the ceremonial law in a way
satisfactory to the Pharisees.

xpewa, ag f need, want
ioyvw be strong, be able
lotpog, ov m physician, doctor

This may have been a proverbial saying.
Parallels can be found in Greek literature.

kakwe badly, severely; kokwg éxw be
sick

Verse 13

mopevOévTeg 8¢ udbete ti éotvy, "Eleog
0éhw kai oV Buoiov: ov ydp MABov
kaAéoar dtkaiovg AL GuoPTWAOVC.

ovvavakelpol st at table with, eat with
uabntng, ov m disciple, follower

mopgvoual go, proceed
udbete Verb, 2 aor act imperat, 2 pl
uavOavw learn, find out

The following quotation is from Hosea 6:6.

¢\€0g, OVC n mercy, compassion
Behw  wish, will
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Buvoia, ag f sacrifice

I.e. mercy and compassion are more important
than strict obedience to the letter of the
ceremonial law.

It would seem that Jesus and his disciples did
not practice regular fasting, though Jesus
taught concerning fasting in Matt 6:16.

nAOov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3 pl épyouat
dLkaLog, o, ov  righteous, just, conforming
to the standard

Verse 15

Many MSS, followed by the TR, include at the
end of the verse, €lg petavolav, conforming
the text to the parallel in Luke 5:32.

kol elmev avtolc 6 ‘Inoode, Mn duvavtal
ol viol ToD vuppdvog mevlely Eqe doov
UET® AVTAOV E0TLV O VUUQLog; EheVoovVTaL
8¢ uépatl dtav dmapdf de adTdv 6
voupiog, kol Tdte YvNoTENoOVoLY.

Commenting on the latter half of this verse,
Hagner writes, "For this reason Jesus can be
described as TeEAWVOV @LAOG KL
auaptwhov, 'a friend of tax collectors and
sinners' (11:19). Again, therefore, as in the
preceding pericope (cf. vv 6,8), we are brought
to the centrality of the forgiveness of sin in the
ministry of Jesus. It is for this reason that he
comes to call sinners (cf. Luke 19:10) and that
sinners are often the quickest to respond to
him. In 21:31 Jesus will say, 'Truly, I say to
you, the tax collectors and harlots go into the
kingdom of God before you.' It would be a
mistake on the basis of vv 12-13 to conclude
that the references to the 'healthy' and the
'righteous' imply, either for Jesus or for
Matthew, that there are some who do not need
Jesus or for whom he has not come. On the
contrary, it is clear that those who perhaps had
most reason to be included in that category, the
Pharisees, are paradoxically among those who
need Jesus the most. From the standpoint of
the kingdom and the ministry of Jesus,
culminating in his death, all are unworthy and
in need of forgiveness."

dvvouol can, be able to

vuugpwv, wvog m wedding hall; viog tov
v. bridegroom's attendant, wedding
guest

mevBew mourn, be sad, grieve over

600¢, 1, ov as much as, how far; g
o6oov inasmuch as, while

vougLog, ov m bridegroom

éhevoovtar  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl
£0(OUOLL

otav when

amapdfi Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s dmalpw
take away

Tote seev.l4

"Though not quite a passion prediction (cf.
16:21), this is the first clear allusion to the
future and unexpected death of Jesus (cf.
26:11; Luke 17:22)." Hagner.

"Jesus did not command them to fast; he
simply prophesies that they will. And they did
(cf. Acts 9:9; 13:3; 14:23; 27:9[,33])." Morris.

Verse 16

Day 688: Matthew 9:14-17

Verses 14-17

ovdelg 6t EmiBdAleL EmifAnua Odrovg
Ayvagov £l lwotiw mahaud: aipet Yoo T
mhjpwupa avtod amd tol inatiov, kai
XETPOV oylona yiveToL.

Cf. Mark 2:18-22; Luke 5:33-39.

Verse 14

Tote mpooépyovtal avTd ol pobntal
Twdvvou Aéyovieg, ALl Tt Muelg kal oL
daprootol vnotevouev [ToME], ol 6
nonTat cov oV VoTEVOVOLY;

tote then, at that time
TTPOOEPYOUOL come or go to
uobning, ov m see v.10
vnotevw  fast, go without food

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing
¢mporlw throw or place on

gmBAnua, Tog n piece, patch

oakog, ovg n piece of cloth

dyvogog, ov  new, unshrunken

tuatiov, ov n garment, clothing, robe
moholog, o, ov old, former

aipw take, take away

TAnpwua, Tog n fulness, completeness
XELOWV, OV gen OVOS  WOrSe, more severe
oywoua, tog n division, split

A few MSS, followed by the TR, omit ToAla
and some have the variant reading Tvkva,
'frequently.'

"This homely piece of wisdom would be
immediately grasped by Jesus' audience, and it
brings out vividly the point that Jesus is not
trying to patch up a worn-out Judaism."
Morris.
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Verse 17

008¢ BdrhovoLy ovov véov elg dokovg
ohooVe: €l 8¢ un ye, Oyvuvtol ol
dokol, kol 6 olvoc ékyeltal kal ol dokol
drtdAhvvtar: GAAL BEALOVOLY OLvOoV VEOV
elg dokovg Kawvols, Kal AupdTePOL
ovvinpodvrat.

Pariw throw, place, pour
olvog, ov m wine
veog, o, ov  new, fresh, young

New wine means wine that has not finished
fermenting.

dokog, ov m wine-skin

maiawog, o, ov old, former

ve enclitic particle adding emphasis to the
word with which it is associated

OfyvuvtoL  Verb, pres pass indic, 3 pl
onyvoue and pnoow burst, tear in
pieces

ékyeltal  Verb, pres pass indic, 3 s gkyew
and ékyuvvw pour out

dmworMvvtar  Verb, fut midd indic, 3 pl
dmolvul  destroy; midd be lost,
perish

KOLVOG, 1, OV new

dugotepol, at, o both, all

ovvtnpew keep safe, treasure up

"The two illustrations effectively make the
point that Jesus was not simply bringing in a
revised and updated Judaism, or even founding
a new sect within Judaism. What he was
teaching and doing were such things that could
not be contained within the accepted Jewish
system; to attempt to confine his followers
within the limits of the old religion would be
to invite disaster... Much the same point is, of
course, made in the Fourth Gospel with its
account of the changing of water into wine
(John 2)." Morris.

And Hagner comments, "It must be affirmed
from the start that the presence of Jesus
necessarily means an alteration of previous
definitions of the path of righteousness (cf.
Rom 7:6). The gospel cannot be added to
Judaism. It is not a matter of loyalty to Torah
or God's righteousness that is in question. It is
rather a matter of the interpretation of God's
will. And it is exactly in this that Jesus, as
God's Messiah, the one Teacher (cf. 23:8-12),
excels, as will the Christian scribe (cf. 13:52).
Because of the new era represented by the
fulfilment brought by Jesus, a new possibility
of understanding and obeying God's will
becomes available. The disciples' new
obedience turns on the unique person and
mission of Jesus."

Day 689: Matthew 9:18-26

Verses 18-26

Matthew reduces considerably the parallel
narrative found in Mark 5:21-43.

Verse 18

Tadta avtod Aarodvtog avtolg 1dow
Goywv elg EAOwv mpooekUvel adTd Aéywv
OtL “H Ouydtne uov dpti tehevtnoev:
AMAGL ENOV €mtiBec TNV YeTpd oov &rte
avtiv, kal Tjoetat.

Modew speak, talk
dpywv, ovtog m ruler, official

A synagogue official (cf. Mk 5:22).

elg, W, €v gen €vog, ULag, £vog one, a
mpookuvew worship, fall at another's feet
Buyatnp, tpog f daughter

dptL now, at the present

tehevtow die

Gptu étehevTnoey she had 'just died.’

¢miBec  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s mitiOnuL
place on, place

xeLp, xewpog f hand, power

Cfoetow  Verb, fut mid indic, 3s Caw live

"The simple faith of the ruler, reminiscent of
that of the centurion (8:5-13), is impressive."
Hagner.

Verse 19

kai €yepBeig 0 Inoodg rikokovbnoev adTd
kal ol padntail avtod.

gyelpw  raise
dkohovBew follow, accompany
uobning, ov m disciple

Verse 20

Kai 6oV yuvi) aipoppoodoo dwdeka €tn
mpooehboloa Bmodev fpato tod
k0007éd0v Tod tpatiov avtod:

yuvn, oikog f woman

ailpopposw suffer a chronic bleeding
owdeko  twelve

€t Noun, nom & acc pl €tog, ovg n year

"The woman's disability was not only a
physical malady but one that had significant
social implications; she would have been
ceremonially unclean (Lev 15:25-27), and
therefore cut off from the ceremonial
observances of the community. She could not
join in worship, and her contact with other
people would have been restricted because
even a touch from her would make people
unclean (Lev 15:27). It was probably this that
made her take the approach she did." Morris.
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npooedBoloa  Verb, aor act ptc, f nom s
TTOOOEPYOUOL come or go to

omobev  behind, from behind

dmtw light; midd. take hold of, touch

kpaomedov, ov n fringe, edge, tassel

ipwotiov, ov n garment, clothing, robe

"t0D kpaomédov tol tpatiov avtod, 'the
fringe of his garment,' probably refers not
simply to the edge of Jesus' garment but to the
tassels ... required by Num 15:38-41 and Deut
22:12 for the four corners of one's outer
garment (cf. 23:5). Jesus is thus faithful to the
Torah in his dress." Hagner.

Verse 21

Eleyev yop év eovtfi, "Eav povov dpmuat

100 patiov avtold cwbrioouat.

govtog, avtn, eovtov  him/herlitself

gav if

uovov adv only, alone

dyouar  Verb, aor midd subj, 1s dmwtw

owbnoouatr Verb, fut pass indic, 1 s owZw
save, rescue, heal

"There seems to be an element of superstition
mingled with the faith of the woman, but Jesus
did not reject her; he responded to the faith
that he discerned." Morris.

Verse 22

6 8¢ "Inoodg otpageic kai Wdwv otV
elmev, Odpoel, OVyoTep: 1) TOTIC COV

oféowkév ot. kal Eowdn 1M yuvn o Tiic
Mpag Eketvng.

oTpOelg  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom s
oTPEQw intrans (mostly in pass) turn,
turn around

|C LW O ' TR have émotpageig, 'turned to' |

dwv seev.2

Bapoew see v.2

|Cf.9:2; 14:27. |
Buyatnp, tpog f seev.18

moTig, ewg f faith, trust, belief

otowkév  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s oWZ®

"It may well be that Matthew is not unmindful
of that deeper meaning and that he recalls that
Jesus certainly saved people like this woman
from physical ailments, but that this was also a
part of a fuller and more wonderful salvation."
Morris.

0¢ Pronoun, acc s ov
wpa, ag £ hour, moment, instant
€KeLvog, 1, 0 demonstrative adj. that

Verse 23

Kai éM0wv 6 Inoodcg eic Tv olktav tod
Gpyovtog kai dwv Tovg avANTag Kol TOV
Oyhov Bopvpovuevov

oikia, og f house, home

APV, OVIog m see v.18

avintng, ov m flute player

oylog, ov m crowd, multitude
BopvPew setin uproar; pass be stirred

up

The professional mourners were already in
evidence. Cf. 11:17; Rev 18:22.

Verse 24

Eheyev, Avaywpeelte, oV Yoo amébavev 10
KopdoLov GANG KaOgVdEL. Kol koTeyEhWV
avtod.

C L W O TR sy have heyel avtolg for £heyev,
probably influenced by the parallel passage in
Mk 5:39.

avaywpew withdraw, go away

AméBavev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s
dmobvnokw die, face death

KopaoLov, ov n girl

koBevdw sleep

Commenting on the view of some that the girl
was not really dead but was literally asleep,
Fenton says, "the Christians would not have
told the story unless they believed that it was a
miracle. They understood Jesus to mean,
'Death is not the end, because I have come to
raise the dead, to awake those who sleep."' Cf.
1 Thess 5:10; Eph 5:14; and for similar use of
kolpaoBoL Matt 27:52; John 11:11-14; 1 Cor
15:6, 20; 1 Thess 4:15-18.

kotoyelaw laugh at

| Carries the sense of derision.

Verse 25

Ote 6t €EefANON 6 Oyhog, eloeldwv

gkpdTnoev Thg ¥eLpog avThig, kol 1yéptn

1O KOPAOoLOV.

0te conj when, at which time

€E€efMiOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s €kfailw
throw out

glogpyouatl enter, go in

kpatew hold, hold fast, sieze

XELO, Yewog f seev.18

Nyép0n Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s £yeLpw
raise

"In this extremely economical statement,
Matthew records one of the most impressive
miracles of Jesus in the whole of this
narrative." Hagner.
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Verse 26

kol £EANOeV M priun ovn eig S v Yiv
gkelvnv.

Verse 27

@nun, ng f report, news

In place of TN, which is strongly attested, X
C O f' et al read adtng while D sa read
a0TOoV.

Kal mopdyoviy éketbev 1@ ‘Inood
fkorovBnoav [avTd] dVo TVEAOL
kpdCovteg kai Aéyovieg, "EAénocov fudc,
VIOC Aavid.

o\og, m, ov whole, all, entire

., yng f earth
gKELVOC, 1, O see v.22

Verse 18-26 Postscript

Tapayw pass by, pass on

¢kebev  from there

dkolovbew follow

Ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two
TVQAOS, M, ov  blind

kpalw cry out, call out

| Suggests urgent entreaty.

"In a real way these miracle narratives point
beyond themselves to realities at the heart of
the Church's confession and experience. The
raising of the dead to life is a basic symbolism
of the gospel (e.g., Rom 4:17; Eph 2:1, 5; Col
2:13). What Jesus did for the dead girl he has
done for all in the Church who have
experienced new life. There is too, beyond
this life, the Church's confidence that Jesus
will literally raise the dead (cf. 1 Thess 4:16; 1
Cor 15:22-23). In a similar way in the healing
of the hemorrhaging woman, the repeated use
of owCevv (lit. 'save') for her healing points
beyond itself to the greatest healing
experienced by the Church, the 'healing' of
salvation. For the church is saved primarily
not from the experience of limited ills here and
now but from the deadliest enemy of all, the
curse of sin. Thus while enjoying the stories
of what Jesus did in his ministry and rejoicing
in the power and authority of Jesus displayed
in these miraculous deeds, the Church at the
same time — Matthew's readers together with
Christians from every era — sees in these
narratives something of its own personal
history and hopes, something of the power of
the risen Jesus in their lives here and now.
Thus these narratives concern not simply past
history but present experience. The present
faith of the Church thus receives considerable
encouragement in this passage." Hagner.

éheaw and éheew be merciful

"The title, 'Son of David' refers to the royal
figure of 2 Sam 7:12-16 whose kingdom
would have no end, i.e., the Messiah."
Hagner.

Verse 28

ENOGVTL 8¢ elg TNV olklay mPoofikBov avTd
ol tvgroi, kai Aéyel avtoig 6 "Inoodcg,
IMotevete dTL SUuvauaL To0To moLfjool;
Aéyovowv avtd, Nai, kvpLe.

gMOOVTL  Verb, 2 aor act ptc, m dat s
£0(OUOLL

oikia, ag f house, home, household

mpoofildov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
TOOOEPYOUNL come or go to

motevw believe (in), have confidence (in)

dvvouol can, be able to, be capable of

molfjoar  Verb, aor act infin sToLe®

val  yes, yes indeed, certainly

Verse 29

tOTE TPato TOV dPOOAUDV adTdV AEYWV,
Katd v oty udv yevnorjtw vulv.

tote then, at that time

amrtw  midd. take hold of, touch

yvevnOitw Verb, aor pass dep imperat, 3 s
YLVOUOLL

Day 690: Matthew 9:27-31

Verses 27-31

Lays stress on the relationship between faith
and healing.

Verse 30

"The giving of sight is a divine activity (Exod
4:11; Ps 146:8), and it has Messianic
significance (Isa 29:18; 35:5; 42:7)." Morris.
"Matthew has two narratives about the healing
of two blind men (see also 20:29-34)... The
second of these is by far the more closely
related to the healing of the blind man in Mark
10:46-52." Hagner.

Kol fvedyOnoay adtdv ol 0gpboiuol. Kol
gvefpLuion avtolg 6 ‘Inoodg Aéywv,
Opdite UNOELS YLVWOKETW.

fvedyOnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
dvolyw open

évefouuidn  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
guppluaonar  speak harshly to

Opow see; make sure, see to

unoeLg, undeuta, undev no one, nothing
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| Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 138: Matthew 9:1-31

Verse 31

ol 8¢ £Eeh0OVTES dLegriutoay adTov £v OAn
T vi ékelvn.

£€eh0OVTEC  Verb, aor act ptc, m pl nom

£Egpyouat
dtagnuillw spread around

| For the final phrase of this verse, cf. v.26.

"The point of these verses is not the
disobedience of those who have been healed
(no faulting them for their disobedience is
found) but simply the impossibility of stifling
the incredibly good news of the kingdom."
Hagner.

Verses 27-31 Postscript

"Again Matthew intends not simply a
historical report about the past but an allusion
to the power and the authority of the Lord of
the Church. Neither the literally blind of
Matthew's church nor the literally blind of our
churches receive their sight again from the
Jesus in whom they believe (although it would,
of course, be a mistake to assert this as an
absolute impossibility), despite the present
dimension of the kingdom. In those healings,
however, they find the assurance that they too
will ultimately see again because the literal
healing of the blind points beyond itself. The
image of the blind receiving their sight
expresses at the same time the experience of
every believer. It is a powerful symbol of the
gospel whereby those who believe receive.
Those who walked in darkness have thus now
received light (cf. 4:16). And the children of
the kingdom are now themselves in turn 'the
light of the world' (5:14-16)." Hagner.
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