Reading The Greek New Testament Week 140: Matthew 10:32-11:19

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 140 — Matthew 10:32-11:19

Day 696: Matthew 10:32-39 "The form of the statement not to expect Jesus
to bring peace ... suggests that this would have
Verses 32-33 been the natural inclination of the disciples.
Cf. Luke 12:8-9. | Was not the gospel a message of peace (cf.
5:9; 10:13)? Would not the age of the
Verse 32 kingdom of God bring peace (elpnvnv) with it

(cf. Luke 1:79b; Isa 9:6; 11:9)? The answer
must clearly be yes in its final realisation and
even in some sense in the present (cf. John
14:27)." Hagner.

[ag obv dotic duoroynoet év éuot
EumpooBev TV AvBpwIwv, OUohoYiow
Kdyw v avtd Eumpoobev toD matpds wov
toD £v [tolg] ovpavoig

uoyapa, ng f sword, war, violent death

60TLG, NTLg, O 1L who, whoever - : -
duohoyew confess, declare Symbol of conflict. "His coming presents a

challenge to which people respond differently.
And emotionally, for some who oppose Jesus
do so passionately, as do those who become
his followers. And where strong and opposed
feelings are held, conflict is inevitable."
Morris.

| Open or public declaration of allegiance.

guol  Pronoun, dats &yw
gumpoobev  before, in front of
kdyw acompound word = KoL £yw
ovpavog, ov m heaven

Verse 33 Verse 35

dotig 6 Ov dpviontal ue Eumpoodev TV
AvOpwITV, doviioopal Kayw avtdOv
gumpooBev 100 motpdg nov tod v [tolg]
oVPAVOLC.

ABov yap duydool dvOpwmov kotd ToD
ToTPOS 00ToD Kal Buyotépa katd Thig
uNTEOS avThg Kol vougny katd Tig
mevOepdc avTiig,

Cf. 2 Tim 2:12; Mark 8:38. | [CE Micah 7:6 LXX

&v particle indicating contingency

&oviiontal  Verb, aor midd dep subj, 3 s Ouydoal Verb, aor act infin OuyoCw turn

o deny, disown against

JovEOHAL Y. Buyatnp, tpog f daughter
"It is in the nature of things that a man cannot vougn, g f bride, daughter-in-law
be on both sides at once. If he belongs to nevOepa, ac £ mother-in-law

Jesus, is one of his friends, holds a place in his
company, then it follows that he will admit and
even proclaim his position. If he fails, then by
that very act he excludes himself from the
divine community whose essential bond is a

In NT culture the bride became part of the
family of her husband and would be expected
to look upon her mother-in-law as a mother,
one to whom she turned for guidance and

) advice.
common love and loyalty to Christ."
Robinson.
Verse 36
Verses 34-39 kai €x0pol 10D dvBpwrtov ol oikiakol
avtod.

Cf. Luke 12:51-53; 14:25-27; 17:33.

¢y0poc, a, ov enemy, one hated
oikLakog, ov m member of a household

Verse 34

M1} voutonte 8tL HABov Bodelv elpfvnv émi Verse 37

rflv yiiv: ovk AOov Bakelv elprivny GAAdL 0 gV matéoa Tl pmtépa. aEp EpE 0Tk
uaxfupow. _ £oTLv pov dELog kol O LMDV VIOV 1|
voptonte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl voulLw Ouyatépa tmep dud odk oty wov dELoc:
o think, suppose, assume ) @liew love, have deep feeling for, kiss
NABov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3 pl €pyouat R or

Paietv  Verb, aor act infin foaAlw throw,
place

elonvn, ng £ peace

M, yng f earth

éu¢  Pronoun, acc s €yw
dElog, a, ov worthy, deserving, fitting
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The second half of the verse is omitted by a
few MSS, probably due to homoeoteleuton
(skipping from the 4EL0¢ at the end of the first
clause to that at the end of the second clause).

Jesus claims a higher loyalty than that of
family. "We must not forget that Jesus knew
what it was to experience misunderstanding in
the family, for his own thought him mad
(Mark 3:21)." Morris. Cf. also 12:46-50; Jn
7:3-9.

Verse 38

kal Og o0 hauBdvel TOV otavpdv avtod
Kol akohovOel dtiow uov, ovk £0TLV oV
dELoc.

0TAVPOG, OV M Cross

dkolovbew follow, accompany, be a
disciple

omow  after, behind

"Anyone condemned to be crucified was
required to carry the cross beam to the place of
execution... He was on a journey from which
he could not turn back... The person who took
up a cross had died to a whole way of life;
Jesus demands from everyone who would
follow him nothing less than a death to self."
Morris.

"Taking up one's cross refers not to the
personal problems or difficulties of life that
one must bear, as it is sometimes used in
common parlance, but to a radical obedience
that entails self-denial and, indeed, a dying to
self. To take up one's cross is to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus, who is the model of such
radical obedience and self-denial (cf. 4:1-11).
Thus in a real sense v 39 is a kind of exegesis
of v 38." Hagner. Cf. Mark 8:34-38.

"The way of the world — well illustrated in the
incessant quest for 'self-actualisation' in
contemporary pop psychology — leads only to
a shallow and temporary fulfillment. The
seeking of 'life' at this level has left many in
frustration and disappointment. On the other
hand, and strangely, those who give up this
useless quest, who instead yield themselves
fully to the service of God and the kingdom —
who willingly follow in the steps of Jesus —
these are the ones who paradoxically find life,
i.e., fulfillment and deep, abiding joy. And
though the best of this fulfillment awaits the
eschaton, it is already experienced
proleptically in the present. Thus those who
do not seek self-actualisation as understood by
the world, who love Jesus and the kingdom
more than themselves (and in that sense alone
'hate' their own life [Luke 14:26]), are alone
the ones who realise true and lasting self-
actualisation and obtain personal fulfillment
and the goal of their existence." Hagner.

Day 697: Matthew 10:40-11:1

Verse 40

O deyduevog VUAC eue déyxetal, kol O eue
deyxouevog déxetol TOV ATooTelhavTd pe.

deyoual receive, accept, welcome

Verse 39

6 evpwV TV Puynv avtod dmoréoet
oy, kKal 6 dmoréoag TV Yuyny avtod
gvekev ¢uod evpfoer avTiv.

"OgyeTAL ... means here not merely to
welcome, e.g., into one's home, but to receive
in a deeper sense (cf. v 13-14). It is to accept
the message of the disciples and thus the
message of Jesus and his person, which is
inseparable from the disciples' message (cf.
18:5; John 12:44; 13:20; for a negative
statement of the same point, see Luke 10:16).
This message is in turn the gospel of God
(Mark 1:14), so that to receive it is to receive
the message of God and thus to accept the
grace of God." Hagner.

|Cf. 16:24-25.

Yuym, ng f self, life, 'soul’
dmohéoel  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s dmwolhuut
destroy, lose

gu¢  Pronoun, acc s £€yw
dmootethovtd  Verb, aor act ptc, m acc s
dmootehMhw send, send out

"It points to the total loss of the only life that is
worth living in the empty pursuit of that which
has no permanence; it cannot last beyond the
fleeting hour." Morris.

dmohéoog  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
ATTOM VL

¢veka (Evekev and elvekev) prep with gen
because of, for the sake of

"Notice again the thought of mission: Jesus
had been sent. The thought is that of the
outworking of one great divine purpose in
which the Father, Jesus who had been sent by
the Father, and the disciples who were being
sent by Jesus all had their part. They were so
clearly connected that any honour paid to the
disciples had to be regarded as something that
overflowed to Jesus and to the Father."
Morris.
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Verse 41

6 deyduevog mpopiTny gig Gvoua
TEOPHTOV WoBOV TPoEnToV AfUpeTaL,
kal O dgyxduevog dikatov eig dvoua
dLkatov wobov dikaiov Mjupetal.

tehew complete, finish, fulfill
dlataoow command, give instructions

OVoUO, TOS n nhame

woBog, ov m pay, wages, reward

Mupetar  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 s
Aaupovo

oLkoLog, o, ov  righteous, just

tehew is here followed by a participle of that
which is completed. Burton calls this "the
substantive participle" and points out that
though it here agrees gramatically with the
subject of the verb, it is logically the object.

Not distinct groups of people but parallel
descriptions of disciples.

dmwdeka twelve

uetépn Verb, aor act indic, 3 s petafolvo
leave, move, go, cross over

ékebev  from there

Verse 42

A general statement used in such transitional
summaries (cf. 13:53-54; 19:1-2).

kol Og Ov motion £va TOV wkp®dv ToVTwV
otioLov YPuypod wdvov ic dvouo
wobntod, dunv Aéyw dutv, ov un dworéon
OV Wobodov avtod.

dLdookw teach
Knovoow preach, proclaim
moAlg, ewg f  city, town

Cf. 25:35, 40.

O¢ dv, 6c ¢av whoever

motion Verb, aor act subj, 3 s TOTILW
give to drink

elg, W, €v gen €vog, UG, EVOg one

"... refers to the cities of Israel (Galilee); i.e.,
Jesus restricts his mission, like that of the
disciples, to Israel. 'Their' (00TWV) again
reflects the hostility between Matthew's church
and the contemporary synagogue (cf. 'their
synagogues' and 'their scribes'; 4:23; 7:29;
9:35; 10:17)." Hagner.

"The disciples of Jesus are also referred to as
little ones' (ULkpOL), perhaps 'unexperienced,'
in 18:6, 10, 14 (cf Mark 9:42; Luke 17:2; and
the reference to 'children' in Mark 10:24 and
John 21:5) and as 'the least [éAoi10T0OC] of
these' in 25:40, 45, perhaps as a mark of their
humility (cf. 11:25)." Hagner. But see also
18:1-2.

Day 698: Matthew 11:2-6

Verses 2-6

Cf. Luke 7:18-23.

Verse 2

TOTNELOV, OV N Cup
Puypog, o, ov cold; to . cold water
uovov adv only, alone

0 8¢ "Iwdvyng dkovoag v Td deopumwTnEiw
10 Epya 100 XpLotod méupag dud Tdv
unaOnTdV avtod

wovov is missing from D syr*, probably
influenced by Mark 9:41.

dEoUWTNELOV, OV n  prison

uobning, ov m disciple, pupil, follower

"That is, in recognition of the fact that these
little ones are Christ's... For those who
respond to the smallest needs of the humblest
disciple there will be a reward." Morris.

Some MSS read ’Inoov rather than XpLotov,
probably to make the verse more compatible
with the uncertainty reflected in the question
of v 3.

dmohhvut  destroy, kill, lose

Verse 1

meuTw send
uabntng, ov m see 10:42

Kali éyéveto dte étéheoev 6 "Inoodg
diatdoomv tolg dwdeka pnodntotc avtod,
UeTéPN ketdev 100 duddokey kal
KNEVooeLy €v Talg TOAeoLY oVTOV.

Verse 3
elmev avt®, 2V €l 6 Epyduevog 1 Etepov
TTEOOOOKMUEV;

"The clause with which this verse begins is the
formula used by Matthew to mark the end of
each of the five major teaching discourses of
Jesus in the Gospel (see on 7:28)." Hagner.

¢yéveto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOUOLL
Ot1e conj when, at which time

£1ep0g, o, ov another, different
mpoodokaw  wait, wait for, expect
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John had acknowledged Jesus at the beginning
of Jesus' ministry but now he appears to
express doubts. Morris discusses several
suggested explanations and thinks it most
likely that John was puzzled; he had
prophesied that Jesus would bring judgement
(cf. 3:11,12) but Jesus is preaching and doing
good. Hagner comments, "John's doubts
should not appear unreasonable, since he was
obviously expecting an imminent end of the
age involving the judgment of the wicked
(3:12). And though he had heard rumours of
messianic-like deeds performed by Jesus, his
wicked captors had not yet been judged and he
had not yet experienced the fulfillment of the
messianic promise of 'liberty to the captives'
(Isa 61:1; and even more vividly, Isa 42:7)...
Since Jesus had not yet fulfilled John's
expectation of apocalyptic judgment of the
enemies of God (including Herod), John
wonders whether another (¢€tepov) should be
expected.”

kw@og, o, ov dumb, mute, deaf
VEKPOC, o, ov dead

gyelpw  raise

TTWY0S, 1, ov  poor, pitiful

Cf. 5:3.

evayyeMCw act. and midd proclaim the
good news

Verse 4

kol dmokpdelg 6 "Inoodg elmev avtolc,
IMopevbévteg dmayyeilate "Twdvvy G
Adkovete Kal fAémete:

dmokplBelg  Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom s
dmokpLvoual  answer, reply

TopgvouaL  go, proceed

amoyyehhw announce, proclaim

PAetw see, ook, be able to see, beware
of

Verse 5

"Jesus' preaching had a special quality to it ...
the news he brought was of particular comfort
to people. John would have known that Jesus
was doing these things; indeed, that was part
of his problem. But Jesus is using words that
will evoke recollection of messianic prophecy:
the blind, the deaf and the lame (also the
dumb) are the subject of prophecy (Isa 35:5-6),
as are the poor (Isa 61:1). Clearly Jesus is
drawing attention to wonderful deeds the
Messiah would do and adding others
(cleansing the lepers, raising the dead). We
should also bear in mind that in the relevant
scriptural passages there is the thought of
judgment as well as that of blessing (Isa 35:4;
61:2). Judgment was not immediate, but it
was not forgotten. If John were to consider
these things carefully, he would have the
answer to his question." Morris. See also Isa
29:18; 42:18; 26:19; Lk 4:18.

Verse 6

Kol LokdapLog €0ty 0g ¢av un
okavoahobij v éuot.

uakaplog, o, ov blessed, fortunate,
happy

Cf. 5:3-11.

Toglol dvaprémovoly Kal ywlol
nepLoatodoLy, hempol kabopilovrol kol
Kw@ol dkoVovoLy, Kol VEKOOL €yelpovTal
Kol TTwyol evayyelovtal

O¢ éov  see 10:42

okavOoaALoBfy  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s
okavOoALlLw cause (someone) to sin,
cause (someone) to give up the faith

TVepAOg, M, ov blind
avofiew regain one's sight, be able to
see

"No miracle of the giving of sight to the blind
is recorded throughout the whole of the Old
Testament, nor is there any record of such a
miracle being performed by Jesus' followers...
[Paul's temporary blindness was not of the
same kind]... But it is the most frequent
healing of any kind among the works of
Jesus.... Such healings point to Jesus'
messiahship." Morris.

Cf. 13:57;26:31,33; Jn 6:61.

"Jesus is speaking about the person who trusts
him... and does not take offence at who he is
and what he does." Morris.

¥wAog, M, ov lame, crippled
meputatew walk, walk about
koBaplllw cleanse, make clean, purify

The NIV misses the point with its 'cured';
leprosy was not only a disease, it was also a
defilement.

Hagner concludes, "In short, John is meant to
understand that he was correct in his
recognition of Jesus as the promised one but
that he must also be prepared to accept the fact
that the kingdom Jesus brings does not, for the
time being anyway, entail the judgment of the
wicked. Indeed, on the contrary, the message
of the kingdom goes precisely to the
unrighteous (cf. 9:13). The personal
consequences for John were to be significant:
not only continued imprisonment but
eventually a matyr's death. These too were not
incompatible with the reality of the kingdom
brought by Jesus.
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"There is an important lesson to be learned
here for those inclined to a triumphalism of an
over-realised eschatology. Without question
the kingdom brought by Jesus involves the
experience of wonderful things, even if one
does not experience the more spectacular
miracles mentioned in v 5. Nevertheless, for
all the joy and fulfillment available to the
recipients of the kingdom in the present, there
is at the same time the undeniable reality of the
continued experience of the effects of evil in
the world. When confronted by the latter, it is
possible for Christians to 'take offence' at Jesus
and the nature of the salvation he has brought.
If Jesus has brought the kingdom and if
Christians have begun to experience
eschatological blessings through the ministry
of the Holy Spirit, it is perhaps natural to
expect and want the eschaton now. But that is
precisely what Jesus does not offer. And thus
in the present the disciple of Jesus must be
prepared for something less — indeed, for the
reality of suffering and death — while even
confessing the messianic identity and authority
of Jesus (cf. Acts 7:55-56), thereby expressing
faith in the good news he has announced.
John the Baptist was the first person who had
to learn this paradox, and since John, the
paradox of existence in an era of fulfillment
that is nevertheless short of the consummation
had to be learned by the apostles, by the
members of Matthew's church, and by each
Christian of every generation."

"This metaphor (perhaps suggested by the tall
cane grass that grew along the shores of the
Jordan) suggests weakness and vacillation,
characteristics one does not associate with
John. The question implies the conclusion that
John was, to the contrary, strong and fixed in
his orientation." Hagner.

Verse 8

A T £EAOaTE 1delv; dvOpwTToV €V
UOAOKOTS HupLecUEVoV; 1doY ol T nahakd:
popodvteg &v T0lg olkoLg TOV Baotiéwv
elolv.

{0elv  Verb, aor act infin O0paw see

ualokog, m, ov  soft, fancy, luxurious

Nueleouévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc & n
nom/acc s augievvour  clothe, dress

Cf. 3:4 for John's dress. "Again just the
opposite of John's strong asceticism (cf. 3:4,
where John is recorded as wearing 'a garment
of camel's hair and a leather belt')." Hagner.

popew wear
Paotheve, ewg m king

Verse 9

A Tt £EMADaTE 1dETV; Tpogrtny; vad,
AMyw Dulv, kol TEPLOTOTEPOV TPOPHTOV.

val  yes, yes indeed, certainly
TEOLOCOTEPOG, O, OV more, greater, much
more, even more

Day 699: Matthew 11:7-15

Verses 7-13

The meaning of 'more than a prophet' is
immediately spelled out in the next verse.

Verse 10

Cf. Luke 7:24-28.

Verse 7

o0Tdg 0TIy TEPL 0D Yéypoamtar, ‘IS0 Eyw
ATo0TEAMAW TOV dyyehdv pwov TPod
TEOOWITOV 0OV, Og KATAOKEVATEL TNV OOV
oov Eumpoobiv cov.

Tovtwv 8¢ mopevouévmwv fpEato O 'Incolc
Myewy 10lg Gyhorg mepl Twdvvov, Ti
EENAOaTe eic TV fonuov Bedooobol;
KdAapov VIO AVELOV OOAEVOUEVOV;

véypamtal Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s ypagpw
write

Jesus does not wish any to think that he has
low views of John or of his ministry.

"John's greatness arises because he is not only
a prophet but himself the fulfilment of
prophecy, the prophecy of Malachi 3:1 (cf also
Exod 23:20)." Morris.

dpyw rule; midd begin

oylog, ov m crowd, multitude

gENAOate  verb, aor act indic, 2 pl
£Egpyouat

gonuog, ov f deserted place, uninhabited
region, desert

Beoouor  see, look at, observe

kohauog, ov m reed, rod, cane

dvepog, ov m wind

oalevw shake, disturb
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"The shift in the pronouns from wov, 'me,' to
ooV, 'you,' is undoubtedly the result of the
application of the passage to Jesus (the uov,
referred to God, the cov to the coming of God
in Jesus). The repeated cov, 'your,' thus refers
here to Jesus. John is accordingly identified as
the one who prepares the way, identified later
in Mal 4:5 as Elijah, as also in the present
pericope (v 14; cf. 17:12). This indication of
the great importance of John as one who is at
the turning point of the aeons (vv 12-13) is at
the same time, if indirectly, further evidence of
the messianic identity of Jesus, whose way (cf.
21:32) had been prepared by John. Matthew
pursues this theme further in the verses that
follow." Hagner.

"In the dispensation of promise, his
significance was unsurpassed. Nevertheless it
was nothing compared to the message brought
by the least of Jesus' disciples and followers in
the dispensation of fulfilment." Ridderbos.

Verse 12

Ao 8¢ TV NuepdV Twdvvou tol
Bomtiotod Ewg dpti 1 Bactheio TdOV
ovpavdV BLdletol, Kol fraotal
GpmdCovoly avThv.

armootelMw  send, send out
mpoowaov, ov n face, presence
kotookevalw prepare, construct
660¢, ov f way, path, road, journey
gumpoobev  before, in front of

dptL now, at the present

fuolw exercise force (if midd); suffer
violence (if pass); enter by force

frootng, ov m violent or eager person

Gpmalw take by force

"We should not miss the application to Jesus
of a passage originally speaking of Yahweh:
Jesus is the manifestation of Yahweh."
Morris.

Verse 11

auny Aéyw vulv, ook éyfyeptal &v
yevvntolg yuvalk®dv ueiCov "Todvvov tod
Bomtiotol: 6 8¢ ukpdtePog £V T
Bootietq TV 0VpavdV uelCwv avtod
goTLV.

éyfyeptal  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s €yeLpw
raise

The verb is used here in the sense of raising up
of a prophet.

YEVVNTOG, M, OV born

yuvn, aikog f woman, wife

uelwv, ov and uellotePOg, o, ov (comp
of ueyog) greater

ULKPoTEPOG, ¢, ov smallest, least

ovpavog, ov m heaven

There are several explanations of this verse.
"The difficulty arises because of two variables,
each of which can be taken positively or
negatively (and with further differing
nuances); (1) the verb fraletol and (2) the
noun PLooToL, together with the following
words dpmalovorv ovtnv. Braletol, can be
taken as a middle or passive form, the former
giving the positive meaning 'come forcefully,'
the latter giving the negative meaning 'suffer
violence.'" Similarly it is possible to take
Braotol Gpmaovoly adnv positively,
meaning 'forceful people seize it' (thus
referring to rigorous discipleship), or
negatively, 'violent persons plunder it.' As a
result, four options are possible for the
meaning of the verse: both clauses of the verse
can be taken (1) positively or (2) negatively, or
(3) the first can be taken positively and the
second negatively, or (4) the first negatively
and the second positively...

"Great though he was, John the Baptist
belonged to the old order. He proclaimed the
need for repentance in view of the coming of
the Messiah, but his function was preliminary
to the Christian era; he was not in that era and
therefore was in some sense of lesser stature
than those who are in it... This cannot mean in
character or achievement; it refers to privilege
and position." Morris.

"The thought is that it is better to enter the
kingdom than to herald its coming." Allen.
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"Those who take both clauses positively (e.g.,
Zahn; Ladd, Presence) thus find a statement
about the forceful coming of the kingdom in
the ministry of Jesus and a coordinate
description of the hard way of discipleship.
Those who take both clauses negatively (e.g.,
Hill, Fenton, Green, Schweizer, Patte, Gundry,
Gaechter, Maier, France, Mounce, Luz,
Davies-Allison) understand the verse to refer
to the persecution and difficulty faced by those
who represent the kingdom. The violent
people who plunder the kingdom are regarded
variously as the Pharisees, Zealots, evil spirits,
or even Herod Antipas. Among those who
divide the clauses, the majority favour
understanding the first negatively (the
kingdom suffers violence) and the second
positively (e.g., Dahl, Schlatter, Schniewind).
A few argue for the first to be understood
positively (the kingdom comes forcefully) and
the second negatively (e.g., Carson,
Pamment)." Hagner.

Hagner himself favours taking both clauses
negatively, commenting, "For all its greatness,
the kingdom suffers violence and violent men
plunder it. The kingdom involves suffering.
In the same way, Matthew continues, so must
the Son of Man suffer."

The TR, following most MSS, includes
dkovely after @ta. The word is omitted by B
D 700 it** syr®. The shorter text is probably
original with dkoverv added in imitation of the
formula found elsewhere (cf. Mk 4:9, 23; Lk
8:8; 14:35; Rev 2:7 etc.).

Verses 7-15 Postscript

Verse 13

"A correct assessment of the significance of
John the Baptist can only be made in relation
to Jesus and the kingdom he brings. If Jesus
brings the era of the fulfillment of the OT
promises, then John is by definition at the
turning point of the aeons, the last and greatest
of the old, announcing and preparing the way
for the new kingdom of the messianic king.
Thus the attention given to John as the
forerunner, fulfilling the role of Elijah, serves
at the same time a christological purpose.
John cannot be Elijah if Jesus is not the
Messiah. So wonderful is the new reality
brought by Jesus that the least of its
participants is greater even than John. To
participate in this reality is to begin to
experience all towards which the OT pointed.
This is an era of incomparable fulfillment, and
those who receive it experience incomparable
privilege." Hagner.

TTavTeg YO ol mpogiitol kal 6 véuog €wg
"Twdvvov Empo@riTeEvooy:

vOouog, ov m law
TpogNTEVW prophesy

Day 700: Matthew 11:16-19

Verses 16-19

L.e. John is the last of the prophets of the Old
Covenant.

Cf. Luke 7:31-35.

Verse 14

Verse 16

kal el 0éhete 36Eaobal, ovTog EoTLy
"Hhiog 6 uéhhwv €oyeobdat.

Tivi 8¢ OUOLWOW TNV YEVEAY TOVTNV;
ouota gotiv madiorg kadnuévolg v tolg
Adyopaieg 0 wpoopwvolvta Tolg £TéPOLS

Oehw  wish, will
deyoual receive, accept

A man imprisoned and facing death hardly
seems to reflect the spirit of Elijah. It takes
faith to see beyond appearance to the reality of
things. Hence also the following verse. There
may be an echo of John's doubts concerning
Jesus.

"Hhog, ov m  Elijah

ouotow make like; pass resemble
vevea, og f generation

ouorog, a, ov like, of the same kind as
madlov, ov n child

kaOnuow — sit, sit down

adyopa, ac f market place
mpoogpmwvew call to

£1eP0C, 0, ov other, another

Verse 17

Cf. Mal 4:5, Matt 17:10-13.

uehMlw be going, be about

Verse 15

Aéyovory, HOAoouey Uty Kol ovk
opyMoaods: ¢0pnvioouEY Kal OVK
gkdpaobe.

[

6 Erwv dto dkovétm.

Jesus uses an illustration from children's
games, playing at weddings and funerals.

ovg, ®Tog n ear, hearing

avlew play a flute
®pyoaobe  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 2 pl
opyeouol dance
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Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 140: Matthew 10:32-11:19

Bpnvew mourn, weep

The majority of MSS include Duwv after
é0pnvrioauev. The longer text would appear
to be an addition calculated to create an exact
parallel with the first half of the couplet.

gk0oobe  Verb, aor midd indic, 2 pl KOTTW
cut; midd mourn, wail, lament

Verse 18

nABev Y “Twdvvne uijte 00wy urte
vy, kol AMyovowv, AdLudviov £yeL:

unte and not; unte ... unte neither ...
nor

¢00uw and ¢00w  eat

mvew  drink

Cf. 3:4;9:14; Luke 1:15. "John's asceticism,
which delivered him from the love of food that
characterised all too many, was ridiculed as
the meanderings of a maniac." Morris.

"The same expression ['he has a demon'] is
used repeatedly of Jesus in John: 7:20; 8:48,
52; 10:20; cf. Matt 12:24 and Mark 3:22."
Hagner.

Verse 19

\0ev 6 viog ToD dvBpwmov ¢oBlwv Kkal
vy, kal Ayovory, 1oV dvBpwirog
Payoc kol oivordTng, TEAWVOV @iAog Kol
AUaPTWADV. Kol £dikalwOn 1) cogio Ao
TV Epywv avTiic.

payog, ov m glutton
olvomotng, ov m drinker, drunkard

"Both words occur in the NT only here and in
the parallel in Luke 7:34 (the same
combination is found in Deut 21:20; cf. Prov
23:20). This caricature was perhaps caused by
Jesus' frequent attendance at banquets."
Hagner.

TeEAWVNS, ov m tax collector
@Lhog, ov m friend, friendly
auaptwhog, ov  sinful, sinner

Cf. 9:10-13; Luke 15:2; 19:7.

£dikaLwBn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
okatow justify, acquit
cogLla, ag f wisdom, insight, intelligence

"Many MSS, e.g., BCDKLXA © II TR
read TeKVV, 'children,’ probably by the
influence of the Lukan parallel (7:35); some,
furthermore, have mavtwv, 'all,’ before Twv
TekvwV ... for the same reason." Hagner.

"The wisdom Jesus taught was not meant as a
topic for debate in religious or philosophical
schools — it was something to be lived out and
is proved right in the works his followers do."
Morris.
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