Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 158: Matthew 26:26-58

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 158 — Matthew 26:26-58

Day 786: Matthew 26:26-35

Verses 26-30

Cf. Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:15-20; also 1 Cor
11:23-26 and John 6:51-59.

Verse 26

"EcOudvimv 88 antdv Aafwv 6 'Incolc
dptov kai evroynoog Ekhaoey kai dovg
Tolg nadntalc eimev, AdPete @dyete,
10016 £0TLY TO OOUG pov.

¢00ww see v.17

"Jesus began it [Lord's Supper] in the context
of a meal, not a separate piece of religious
ceremonial." Morris. Cf. 1 Cor. 11.

"It is uncertain at what point in relation to the
traditional Passover meal Jesus introduced his
new symbolism of the bread and wine and his
atoning death... It is common, however, to
relate the taking of the cup referred to here as
the third cup, the so-called cup of blessing (cf.
1 Cor 10:16). This would have been preceded
by the drinking of two earlier cups of wine (cf.
Luke 22:17), in between which bitter herbs
had been eaten, the Passover Haggadah
recited, and the first part of the Hallel sung
(i.e., Pss 113-18)." Hagner. Pss 113-114
sung before the meal and 115-118 after.

MafPwv  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s Aaufavem
dptog, ov m bread, a loaf, food

Morris says that it is unclear whether the bread
was leavened or unleavened. However,
leavened bread was used in the early church,
both Western and Eastern, until AD 1000.

evyapLtotew thank, give thanks

g€dwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s SLdwuL

miete  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl TLvw
drink

mavreg  Adjective, m nom pl T0g

Verse 28

gvhoyew bless
khaw break (only of bread)
dovg  Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s dLOWUL

10010 Ydp 0TIV TO atud pov ThHg SLadnkng
1O TTEPL TOAADV EKYVVVOUEVOV £l HpeTLY
AUAOTLDV.

"The blessing of God and the breaking of the
bread into fragments recalls the miraculous
feeding of 14:19 and of 15:36." Hagner.

aipo, atog f blood
dLaBnkn, ng covenant, testament

@ayete  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl £00ww
omwua, Tog n body

Verse 27

Many MsS (A C D W /"% TR latt sy sa bo)
insert kawvng before 'covenant,' almost
certainly from the parallel in Luke 22:20; 1
Cor 11:25. As Metzger points out, had the
word been in the earliest MS, there is no
reason it would have later been deleted.

Kal APV ToTieLlov Kol e0yooLotioog
£dwkev avtotg Aéywv, Iliete €€ avtod
Tavieg,

TOTNELOV, OV N Cup

See the chapters on 'Covenant' in The
Apostolic Preaching of the Cross.

The phrase 'the blood of the covenant' occurs
in the OT (Ex 24:8; Zech 9:11; cf. Heb 9:20).

Some important witnesses (P* A C D K T /%)
include the definite article T6. The tendency of
scribes would have been to add rather than
delete the definite article.

TTOAVG, TTOAAN, TTOAV gen JTOAAOV, NG, OV
much, many
gkyew and gkyvvve  pour out, shed

Cf. Isa 53:12. "The language 'poured out' is
itself an allusion to sacrifices of atonement in
the temple ritual (e.g., Lev 4:7, 18, 25, 30,
34)." Hagner.

dgeoig, ewg f forgiveness
quaptio, og £ sin
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"He was surely claiming that, at the cost of his
death, he was about to inaugurate the new
covenant of which the prophets had spoken...
Jesus was saying that his death would be
central to the relationship between God and
the people of God. It would be the means of
cleansing from past sins and consecrating to a
new life of service to God. It would be the
establishing of the covenant that was based not
on people's keeping it (Ex 24:3,7), but on
God's forgiveness (Jer 31:34)." Morris.

Verse 31

Téte Méyer avtolg 6 ‘Inoode, TIGvieg Vueic
okavoahooeoBe £v éuol év Tf VUKTL
TavTy, Yéypamtol ydp, IatdEw Tov
TOLUEVA, Kal SLoKoPmLo0TcovTaL Td
mpdfata Thig Toluvng:

tote then, at that time

okavdolobnoeobe  Verb, fut pass indic, 2 pl
okovOoaACw cause (someone) to sin,
cause (someone) to give up the faith

Verse 29

AMyw 8¢ Vulv, o un miw dme doTu €k
tovTov 10D Yeviuartog tiig dumélov wg
thic NMuépag éketvng dtav ovTo TThvew peds
VUOV Kavov v Tf facthelq 10D matpde
Uov.

The sense here is not of apostasy but of a
grievous lapse — they will be overwhelmed by
what is happening to Jesus. The root sense of
the verb, being caught in a trap, may not be
entirely absent.

mlw Verb, aor act subj, 1 s mvw  see v.27
dptL now, at the present

yevnuo, tTog n product, harvest
dumehog, ov f vine, grapevine

gKeLvog, 1, 0 demonstrative adj. that, those
otav when

KOLVOG, 1, OV NEw

vug, vuktog f night

véypamtal Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s ypopw
write

motooow  strike, strike down, tap, touch

sowunv, evog m shepherd

daokopmiobioovtol  Verb, fut pass indic, 3
pl dwaokopmiCw scatter

mpofatov, ov n sheep

sowuvn, ng f flock

"This somewhat difficult statement seems to
function as an indication of the imminence of
Jesus’ death while pointing to the certainty of
eschatological triumph." Hagner.

"Jesus is looking forward to the end of this
world system and the setting up of the perfect
kingdom of God. Then, and not till then, he
will have table fellowship with the little
group." Morris.

"When the church repeats this sacramental
meal, it looks simultaneously back to the
redemptive death of its Lord, which is thereby
commemorated, as well as forward to the
future consummation of eschatology when
Christians will be united with their Lord in the
unalloyed enjoyment of the kingdom that is
thereby celebrated (cf. 1 Cor 11:26)." Hagner.

Cf. Zech 13:7. "To say that God strikes the
shepherd is to affirm that the death of Jesus is
paradoxically the divine will (cf. esp. vv 24,
54)." Hagner.

Verse 32

UeTd 8¢ TO éyepOdfival pe TPodEw vudc eig
v Fohhatov.

¢yepOfival Verb, aor pass infin £ygLpw
raise
mpoayw go before or ahead of

Verse 30

"This parenthetical statement provides the
consoling thought that the smitten shepherd
and the scattered sheep will be reunited... then
like a shepherd leading his sheep, he will go
before them into Galilee (cf. 28:7, 10; for the
imagery of shepherd going ahead of the sheep,
cf. John 10:4)." Hagner.

Kal vuvioavteg EEfjADov eic 10 Opog Tdv
"EALQV.

Verse 33

vuvew sing a hymn

Psalms 115-118 seem to have been sung at the
end of the Passover meal.

datokpdeig 8¢ 6 Tétpog elmev ovt®, Ei
nmdvteg okovoahodrjocovtol év ool, &yw
ovdEmoTe okavdaALoOioouaL.

0pog, ovg n  mountain, hill
éhawa, ag f olive tree

Verses 31-35

dmokplOelc  Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom s
dmokplvoualr  answer, reply
ovdemoTe  never

Cf. Mark 14:26-31; Luke 22:31-34; John
13:36-38.

"Peter, as is his habit in Matthew, plunges in to
say what others are only thinking (cf. 14:28;
15:15; 16:16; 17:4; 18:21; 19:27)." Hagner.
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"Since he did not know what he would be
called upon to go through, it was a thoughtless
and foolish boast, but it reflects the deep-
seated loyalty in the heart of this disciple and
his determination at the time he spoke to be
faithful, whatever the circumstances." Morris.

John calls it a kn;wog — garden or orchard.
Gethsemane derives from the Hebrew for 'oil-
press'. This suggests that it may have been an
olive orchard, probably on the Mt of Olives,
cf. Lk 22:39.

Verse 34

Epn avt® O ‘Inoolg, Aunv Aéyw ool OtL év
TavTy Tf VUKTL TPLv dAékTopa prviioal
TOLG ATTOOVION UE.

gpn  Verb, imperf act ind, 3s @nui say

mpowv  before

dlektwp, opog m cock, rooster

pwvew call, call out

tolg three times

dmapvion  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 s
dmopveouatr disown, renounce claim
to

kobioate Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
kaBLlw sit down, sit, stay

ob adv where; éwg ov until

ékel  there, in that place, to that place

pooeVEWUaL  Verb, aor midd dep subj, 1 s
TPOOEVYOUOL  pray

Verse 37

kol wopalafwv 1OV METpov Kal Tovg dvo
viovg Zefedaiov TpEato hvmelobat kol
adnuovelv.

"The thought of a threefold denial of Jesus
must at this point have seemed unthinkable to
Peter." Hagner.

Verse 35

moporoupove take, receive, accept

Ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two

dpyw midd begin

Mmew pain; pass be sad, sorrowful,
grieve

adnuovew be distressed or troubled

Verse 38

Myer avtd O Iétpog, Kav 8én ue ovv oot
amobovelv, o0 uf ot drapvrioouat.
ouolmwe kol mwdvteg ol padntol etmav.

toTE AéyeL ovtols, IMepihumdg otuv 1
Yoy wov Ewg Bavdtov: uetvote Me Kl
yonyopelte uete £nod.

kav (ko €av) even if, and if, even
o¢n  Verb, pres subj, 3 s gl impersonal
verb it is necessary, must

"That he regards the possibility of such a threat
to be remote is indicated by the rare
subjunctive verb d¢1 (lit. even if 'it might be
necessary')." Hagner.

tote then, at that time

TEPLAVTTOG, oV very sad, deeply
distressed

Yuyn, ng f self, inmost being, 'soul’

Hagner suggests an allusion to the LXX of Ps
41:6,12; 42:5.

Bavatog, ov m death

dmobvnokw die, face death
0¢ Pronoun, acc s ov
ouowwg likewise, in the same way

"Jesus' closest followers all made protestations
of loyalty, but ... when the testing time came,
all were found wanting. Throughout his
ordeal Jesus was alone." Morris.

"In Gethsemane he underwent a most unusual
sense of being troubled that we must feel is
connected not only with the fact that he would
die, but that he would die the kind of death he
feared, a death for sinners." Morris.

Day 787: Matthew 26:36-41

Verses 36-46

uelvate Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl uevw
remain, stay, abide

®de adv here

yonyopew be or keep awake, be alert

Verse 39

Cf. Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46 also John
12:27-28.

Verse 36

kol wpoehBwv ukpov Emeoev €
TEOOWITOV AVTOD TEOOEVYOUEVOS KOl
Myov, TIdtep pov, el dSuvatdv 0Ty,
opeh0dTw die ¢nod 16 motipLov todto"
TV 00Y O Eyw 06w GAle g ov.

Téte Epyetol uete avtdv 6 "Inocodg eig
ywpiov Aeyouevov TeBonuave, kol Aéyel
T0tg nodntale, Kabicote ovtod €we [ov]
amehbwv kel mpooeVEmuAL.

tote then
xwplov, ov n piece of land, field, place

mpoehBwv  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
nmpogpyouat go ahead, go before

gmeoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s mmuttw  fall,
fall down

TPOoWToV, ov n face
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"In the OT a common posture in special
circumstances of worship, fear, or submission;
in the NT, cf. 17:6; Rev 7:11; 11:16." Hagner.

Verse 41

dvvatog, m, ov possible, able

yonyopelte kol wpooevyeode, Tva un
eloéAOnTe eig merpooudv: 1O pev veduo
EOOVHOV 1M 8¢ 00PE dobeviic.

"The question at issue was not whether Jesus
should do the Father's will, but whether that
necessarily included the way of the cross."
Morris.

mopeh0dTw Verb, aor act imperat, 3 s
TapEOOUOL  pass, pass by
TOTNELOV, OV N Cup

The meaning is not simply suffering. The
picture of a 'cup' is associated in the OT with
the outpouring of the wrath of God against sin,
cf. Ps 11:6; Is 51:17; Ezek 23:33.

mAnv but, yet, nevertheless, however
Oelw wish, will

"The governing reality then is not the will of
Jesus, who would avoid what lies ahead, but
the will of God, who is fixed in his intent to
accomplish salvation for the world through the
death of his Son (cf. John 6:38; 4:34). In
actuality, if the will of the Father is done, it is
not possible to avoid the cross." Hagner.

Present imperatives indicate the need for
continual watchfulness.

"Now the focus is not upon watching pete
¢uo?, 'with me,' but upon the need for
vigilance in the future, threatening situation of
the disciples. That is, they are to 'watch and
pray' (again plural verbs) so that they might
not enter into testing. The lesson of Jesus’
experience is thus applied to the disciples.
Accordingly, the command to 'watch'
(Yyonyopeuv) becomes a standard feature in
ethical catechism in the NT (in the sense of
spiritual preparedness; cf. 1 Cor 16:13; Col
4:2; 1 Thess 5:6; 1 Peter 5:8...), as does the
command to pray (cf. Eph 6:18; 1 Thess 5:17,;
1 Peter 4:7)." Hagner.

Verse 40

elogpyouat enter, go in, come in

TTELPAOUOS, OV m  period or process of
testing, trial, test, temptation

mpoBuuog, ov willing

o0apg, copkog £ flesh, human nature

aofevne, e¢ sick, weak, helpless

Kal £pyetol TPodg ToVS uadnTag Kot
gVplokel adTovg kabevdoviag, kol Aéyel
@ étpw, OVTwg ok toyvoate piav
Mpav yonyopfiool puete éuod;

kobevdw sleep, be dead

"It is one of the saddest things in the Gospel
accounts that in this critical time, when Jesus
was so disturbed in the face of the ordeal that
confronted him, and when he had approached
the three who were closest to him on earth to
watch with him, that they were so far from
understanding the situation that they went to
sleep." Morris.

"kafevdovTag, 'sleeping,' here and in v. 43 is
a culpable act (unlike in 25:5), especially after
the command of v. 38 (see Daube for the view
that sleeping violated the fellowship of the
Passover community ... and becomes a
metaphor in the NT for moral failure (cf. 1
Thess 5:6-7; Eph 5:14)." Hagner.

"It has well been remarked that just at the time
when Jesus was showing the victory of the
spirit over the flesh, the disciples were
manifesting the victory of the flesh over the
spirit... Because of the frailty of human nature
there is the constant need of prayer. A willing
spirit is not enough; it must be supplemented
by prevailing prayer." Morris.

Day 788: Matthew 26:42-46

Verse 42

dhv €k devtépov AmeAdwv TpoonvEaTo
Myov, TIdtep pov, €l oV dvvatar todto
oEehOeTV E0v w1} anTd Tw, yevnorjtw TO
0éAnud oov.

ALV - again, once more
devtepog, o, ov second; ék 6. a second
time

ovtwg thus, in this way

loyvoate Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl loyvw
be strong, be able, be sufficient

elg, wa, €v gen €vog, ULag, £Vog one

mpa, ac f hour, period of time

Cfv.39.

gav if, though; ¢av un except

Tiw  Verb, aor act subj, 1 s v  drink

yvevnOitw Verb, aor pass dep imperat, 3 s
YLVOUOLL

Behnua, atog n will, wish, desire

"That is what Jesus had come to do, and he
would do it even though at this moment he was
vividly conscious of what it would mean."
Morris.
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Verse 43

kol EM0wv TTéALy eDpev oTONg
kaBevdovtag, foav yop avtdv ol
ogpOaiuol Pefapnuévot.

Verse 46

gyetpeoe, dywuev: doU Tfyyikev O
TAPAALOOVG UE.

koBevdw see v.40
Befapnuévol  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
Bapew burden, weigh down

Verse 44

gyelpw  raise
mopadLdoVg  Verb, pres act ptc, m nom s
TTAPOOLOWUL

Kal Agelg antovg A AmeAbwy
TPOONVENTO €K TPLTOV TOV aVTOV Adyov
elitav Oy,

dgelg  Verb, aor act ptc, mnom s dqunuL
leave

"While the disciples in their sleepy stupor
remain uncomprehending, for Jesus the
immediate crisis is over and the final act about
to begin. Now unwaveringly his face is set
toward the cross and the fulfillment of his
Father’s will." Hagner.

| May here mean "permit.'

TOLT0C, 1, ov third; ék 1. for the third
time

Verse 45

Day 789: Matthew 26:47-54

Verses 47-56

Cf. Mark 14:43-49; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-
12.

toTE EPYETOL TTPOG TOVG LOONTAG Kol AEYEL
ovtolg, Kabevdete [T10] howmodv kal
avoraveode; doV fyyikev 1) Mo Kol O
10g 10D dvOpwITov TEPAdIdOTAL EIC
YEIPAS AUOPTWADV.

Verse 47

TOTE see v.36

AoLTog, M, ov rest, remaining: (to)
Aowtov adv. henceforth, from now on

dvamavw give relief, refresh; midd relax,
rest

Koai #tu avtod Aarodvrog 1oV Tovdag el
TOV dwdeka MAOeV Kol pets ovtod Syhog
TTOANDC UETA U op®dV Kol EVAwV dd TV
apyLeptmv kol Tpeofutépwv tod haod.

¢t still, yet
hadew speak, talk

Possibly kaBg0dete [10] AoLTOV Kal
dvamaveobe is to be taken as a question (thus
NRSV: 'Are you still sleeping and taking your
rest?") or an exclamation to the same point.
The advantage of this interpretation is that it
avoids the incongruity of the traditional
rendering, 'sleep for the remainder of the time
and rest,' with the initial words of v. 46: 'rise,
let us go.' On the other hand, from the NRSV
translation one might expect 1, 'still,’ rather
than [t0] Aowov, lit. 'the remainder'; and the
Avartaveo0e, 'rest,’ also seems to make less
sense in a question than in an exhortation."
Hagner.

'one of the twelve' is repeated not to inform but
to underline the enormity of the act.

oylog, ov m crowd

TTOAVG, TTOAAN, TTOAV gen JTOAAOV, NG, OV
much, great

uoyapa, ng f sword

Evlov, ov n wood, club

apyLepevs, ewg m high priest, member of
high priestly family

mpeoputepog, o, ov elder

Moog, ov m people, a people

flyywkev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s &yyilw
approach, draw near
mpa, ag £ hour, moment

"The decisive hour when the action that meant
the salvation of sinners throughout the world
would have its beginning." Morris. Cf. John
2:4;7:30; 12:27; 13:1; 17:1.

Appears to mean that they were
representatives of the Sanhedrin. "Some of the
Jerusalem rabble may have heard that
something was going on and attached
themselves to the official party, but basically
the group would have been the temple police."
Morris.

John also mentions the presence of Roman
soldiers, cf. John 18:3,12.

Verse 48

mapaddwur hand over, deliver up
xevp, xewpog f hand, power
auaptwhog, ov  sinful, sinner

0 6t oPAdLdOVE AVTOV EdWKEV AVTOLS
onuetov Aéywv, Ov av @LAiom avtog
£0TLV" KPATHOOTE OVTOV.

ToPadLO0VS  see v.46

g€dwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s SLdwuL
OMUELOV, OV n  Sign

O0c dv whoever
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@uiew love, kiss

A kiss was "the customary practice of greeting
between friends" (Hagner). Some form of
identification would have been needed in the
dark of the garden.

Ad@elhev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s AQaLpE®w
take away
MTLOV, OV n ear

John tells us that it was Peter who used the
sword and Luke that Jesus healed the man.

kpotew hold, sieze, arrest

Verse 49

Verse 52

kol eV0émg Tpooedwv T) “Incod elmev,
Xatpe, papPi- kal kotepilnosy avTov.

TPOoEPYOUaL come or go to, approach
XoLpw rejoice; imperat used as a greeting
OappL teacher, master

kotoglhew  Kiss

toTE AéyeL o0t O 'Inoodg, Amdotpepov
TV WAyoLEay oov eig OV Tomov avTic,
avteg yap ol Aafovieg udyaipoyv év
uayaton dorodvral.

dmootpepw turn away, put back
Tomog, ov m place
amolwul  destroy, kill; midd perish, die

Morris suggests that the change in verb may
indicate fervour or eagerness and that Judas in
his anxiety over-played the part.

Verse 50

6 8¢ "Inoofdg eimmev adt®, ‘Etolpe, g O
TAPEL. TOTE TPOooeAOOVTES EméBalov TAg
yelpag €t Tov "Inoodv kai ékpdtnoov
avToVv.

¢talpog, ov m friend, companion
¢p 6 for what/which purpose (?)

The phrase could either be a question or a
statement. "In view of Matthew's picture of
Jesus as master of the situation, it seems more
likely that Jesus is telling Judas to get on with
the job of betrayal and arrest rather than
enquiring why he is there (cf. Moffatt, 'My
man, do your errand.")." Morris. Hagner
comments, "Yet Judas has already performed
his act of betrayal in the kiss when Jesus
speaks these words. It is the guard that acts
next. Another possible understanding,
however, is to take the words quite literally as
a comment of resigned disappointment in
Judas: 'for this you come!' (cf. the irony of
Luke 22:48). It reflects at once disappointment
in Judas, a further stage of resignation to the
will of God that will take him to his death, and
a yielding to the final act of the story."

Cf. Gen 9:6, also Rev 13:10. "Jesus'
repudiation of force and his acceptance of the
way of the cross are important to his followers.
It comes naturally to us to seek to impose our
will on others. But that is not God's way. His
way is the way of the cross with its repudiation
of compulsion and its call for us to trust him."
Morris.

Hagner, however, comments, "It would be a
mistake to take the saying that all who take the
sword will die by the sword as a proof text for
an absolute pacifism. The proverb, to be sure,
discourages violence in general as an
unproductive path. Peacefulness is surely a
clear mark of those who belong to the
kingdom of God (cf. 5:9). Violence only
begets more violence. It may, however, at
times be unavoidable (cf. Luke 22:36) and the
lesser of two evils. In the present instance it
was clearly out of place. Jesus had incalculable
resources available to him if resistance had
been an appropriate action. In this instance
passive submission alone was consonant with
the will of God."

Verse 53

1 dokelg OtL 0V dvvaual mapakaréoal TOV
TaTépa LoV, Kal TapooTtioel pot GoTL
mhelom dwdeka AeyLdvag AyyElwv;

mapelul be present
tote then

é¢mBoarlhw lay (hands) on
xew, xewpog f hand

Verse 51

Kol 00V el TV pnetd "Inood gktetvog v
yelpa dméomaoey TV wayoLpay avtod Ko
noatdEag Tov doBhov Tod dpyLepimg
Agethev o0Tod TO MTioV.

éktewve  stretch out, extend
amoomaw draw (of swords)
motaoow  strike

0ovAog, ov m slave, servant

1N or

dokew think, suppose

mapakohew exhort, urge, call upon

mopaotioel  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s bring
into one's presence; provide

dptL now, at the present

mhelow  Adjective, n nom/acc pl (contracted
form) sAelwv, TAELOV or TAeOV More

dwdeko  twelve

Aeyiov, wvog f legion (Roman military
unit of 5000-6000 men; figurative of a
large number)
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"Jesus makes it clear to his servant that if force
were needed there were better means of
providing it than resorting to the puny efforts
of a man who could do no better than slice off
a slave's ear." Morris. "For the help of angels,
cf. Ps 91:11-12 (cf. the use of this passage in
Matt 4:6, where Jesus also does not avail
himself of angelic assistance)." Hagner.

agumue  leave, forsake
gpuyov  Verb, aor actindic, 1 s & 3 pl
gevyw flee, run away (from)

Verse 54

O 0OV TANEWODOLY 0l ypopal dtu
ovtwg Ol yevéoDal;

TAnpwO®OoLv  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
minpow fulfill, accomplish

yooen, ng f writing, Scripture

ovtwg adv. thus, in this way

oeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must

"There was not one of his intimate followers
who was prepared to suffer alongside their
leader. At this time of crisis they simply ran
off. They left Jesus to suffer alone." Morris.
"This brief note about their flight poignantly
recalls the disciples' empty promise that if
necessary they would die with Jesus (v. 35)
and simultaneously fulfills Jesus' prediction
that they would fall away and be scattered (v.
31; cf. John 16:32)." Hagner.

The Trial

It is this that must drive the outcome and
therefore determine Jesus' action. It is not the
crowd but Jesus who is master in this situation.

Day 790: Matthew 26:55-58

Verse 55

"Ev ¢kelvn T Gpq elmtev 6 'Incodg tolg
Oyhorg, Qg €l Anotiv €ENABate petdl
uaaLpdv Kot EVhwv ovAAOETY pe; Kabe
Nuépav v Td tep®d ¢kabeldunv dLddokmwv
Kol OVK ekpaTHO0TE UE.

gKeLvog, 1, 0 demonstrative adj. that

Anotng, ov m robber, insurrectionist

gENABate  verb, aor act indic, 2 pl
£EgpyouaL

ovMhaupave  sieze, arrest

The Romans allowed the Jews to maintain
their judicial processes except that the Romans
reserved the right to take over any case at any
time. Furthermore, the death penalty could
only be imposed by the Romans. The Jews
viewed Jesus as guilty of a religious crime
which the Romans would not recognise. They
had therefore to present him as a threat to the
Roman system of government.

"John concentrates on what happened before
the Romans. Luke omits the night sessions
and takes up the story with what happened
when it was day (Luke 22:66). Matthew and
Mark tell us of the activities during the night,
when the Sanhedrin examined the case. But
we can say that it was the aristocratic Jewish
party, the high priest and their allies, who take
the initiative." Morris.

"It was an inexplicable procedure if justice
was the prime consideration." Morris. "Not
far beneath the surface of Jesus’ statement is a
criticism of their cowardice." Hagner.

kaO Nuepav  daily

tepov, ov n temple, temple precincts
koBeCouol sit down, sit

owaokw teach

KOOTEW see v.48

"If they had been honest in what they were
doing, they would have proceeded against him
publicly." Morris.

Verse 56

tolto 8¢ Ohov yéyovev (va TANEWO®OLY al
yoagpal TV mpoent®v. Tote ol wodntai
TAvTES A@évteg aDTOV Euyov.

o\og, M, ov whole, all
véyovev  Verb, perf act indic, 3s yivouat
TANPWOOOLY  see v.54
tote then, at that time
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Morris also outlines a number of illegalities
which characterise Jesus' trial. Hagner
summarises some of the anomalies as follows,
"The trial is full of anomalies: held at night, on
the eve of a holy day, minimal attendance of
members of the council, irregular location,
without proper conditions pertaining to a
capital case, no witnesses for the accused, and
so forth." He adds, "this was a quite
extraordinary event in which, from the
perspective of the Jewish authorities, it was
expedient, if not necessary, to bend the rules.
Two key factors must be kept in mind. First,
just as Judas’ initial approach was unexpected,
so the opportunity to apprehend Jesus in the
privacy of the night presented itself
unexpectedly, and they had to act quickly if
they were to act at all. Second, the Jewish
authorities were extremely eager to be rid of
Jesus immediately — before the climax of the
holy feast of Passover — and thus no doubt
they found this opportunity impossible to
resist. It is not difficult, therefore, to imagine a
night meeting of the authorities, probably
without the full membership of the council
(despite Matthew’s T0 oVvedPLOV OOV, 'the
whole Sanhedrin' [v. 59]; cf. his omission of
Mark’s tavteg ol dpyLepels, 'all the chief
priests,’ in v. 57), and an abbreviated quasi-
legal process. Perhaps the present pericope
really portrays a preliminary interrogation,
prior to turning Jesus over to the Romans,
rather than a trial."

For verses 57-68, cf. Mark 14:53-65; Luke
22:54-71; John 18:13-24.

A gathering of the Sanhedrin.

Verse 58

0 8¢ IIétpog 1fkohovBelL adTD 4o
uakpofev £wg thg adAfig ol dpylepime,
kal eloehOwv £0w Ekabnto uetd TV
VINEETAOV 10TV 1O TéNOC.

dkohovbew follow

uakpobev adv far off, at/from a distance

avkn, ng f court, courtyard, palace

elogpyouat enter, go in, come in

¢ow adv inside, within

kaBnuor  sit, sit down

vmneeTng, ov m attendant, servant

i6elv  Verb, aor act infin 6paw see,
observe

TelOg, ovg n end, conclusion

"He was not there to mount a rescue attempt,
but only to see the end. He was interested to
find out what would be the conclusion to these
terrible events in the garden." Morris.

Verse 57

Ol 8¢ kpatroavteg TOV Incolv dmyayov
poOg Katdgav 1ov dpylepéa, Omov ol
YOOUUOTETS KOl Ol TpeoBUTEPOL
ovvrxOnoov.

kpotroavteg Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
KOOTEW

dmmyayov Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3 pl
dmayw lead away by force, bring
before

dpyLepevs, ewg m high priest

"ol ypauuoTels, 'the scribes, are no doubt
mentioned here (and not in v. 3 or v. 47)
because of the importance Torah scholars
would have in legal matters such as might
emerge in a 'trial." Hagner.

O6mov adv. where

YOOUUOTEVS, EmS m  scribe, expert in
Jewish law

mpeoPutePog, o, ov  see v.47

ovviixOnoov  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
ovvayw gather together, assemble
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