Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 163: Hebrews 2:10-4:5

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 163 — Hebrews 2:10-4:5

Day 811: Hebrews 2:10-18

Verse 10

"Empemev Yo avTtd, dLe Ov T mdvto Kal
dte 00 T AVTO, TOAOVE Viovg elg dOEaV
dyaydvro TOvV dpynyov Tfic owtnptag
oVTOV L TOONUATWY TEAELDOAL.

"The conjunction For indicates that our author
is now explaining more fully what he has just
said concerning the purpose of the incarnation
of the Son, namely that 'by the grace of God he
might taste death for every one.' To the
unregenerate mind, for the divine Redeemer to
be humbled by incarnation, and much more so
by the shame of dying on a cross, seemed
totally inappropriate: a crucified Messiah was
a 'stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles' (1 Cor 1:23). The purpose of this
and the following verses is to show how fitting
this method of salvation is and, by implication,
how totally inappropriate any other notion
must be." Hughes.

Westcott suggests that the aorist is used here
because of its connection with TeAeLwooL —
the same act accomplished both. Hughes calls
it "a proeleptic aorist which envisages the
work of Christ and its consequences for
mankind as a unity. As the glorification of the
'many sons,' though yet to be experienced, is
inseparably bound up with the glorification of
him who is uniquely the Son, which has
already been realised, the bringing of the many
sons to glory is more than assured, it is to all
intents and purposes a reality now because of
their union with him who is crowned with
glory and honour."

apynyoc, ov m leader, pioneer,
originator

mpemel impers verb it is fitting, it is proper

Westcott says that suffering is part of the
human condition and a necessary part of man's
discipline. In this sense it was 'fitting' for
Christ to suffer. These verses view Christ's
sufferings and death primarily not from the
perspective of substitutionary sinbearing but
from that of Christ's complete identification
with the human condition.

"The noun dpymyog is difficult to translate
satisfactorily. It signifies one who is both the
source or initiator and the leader (Gpyn plus
dyw), one who first takes action and then
brings those on whose behalf he has acted to
the intended goal. The same designation is
applied to Jesus in 12:2 below and also in Acts
3:15 and 5:31, where, as dpynyog TS Cwng,
he is both the source and the means of life."
Hughes.

owtpla, ac f salvation
mabnuo, Tog n see v.9
tehelow  make perfect, complete

SL Ov ... &L 6v  for whom ... through whom

The subject here is God the Father rather than
the Son.

TTOAVC, TTOMAY, TTOAV gen JTOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

'Many sons' Christ has been called the Son,
now those brought to glory are also called
sons.

00Ea, ng f seev.7
dyaydvto  Verb, aor act ptc, macc s dyw

"It is fitting that our Redeemer should have
been made perfect through suffering: first,
because his completely victorious suffering of
temptation of every kind (Heb 4:15) was
essential to his achievement of that perfection
which qualified him to offer himself on the
cross as the spotless Lamb of God in the place
of sinners (1 Pet 1:18f.; 3;18); second, because
his suffering and death at Calvary annulled the
power of Satan and set free the 'many sons'
who were destined for glory (vv. 14f. below);
and, third, because his own experience of
human suffering in the body he assumed has
enabled him as a compassionate high priest to
aid and strengthen at all times those who are
afflicted with trials and temptations (vv. 17f.
below; see also the commentary below on
4:15f. and 5:8)...
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"A serious problem with the recipients of this
epistle was that, though they had at first gladly
entered into suffering, now their zeal was
flagging and they were in need of endurance
(10:32ff.; 12:12f.). They are urged to look to
him who is both the pioneer and the perfecter
of their faith (12:2) and who has by his
suffering and exaltation opened up the way for
them to that glorious realm where he even now
is enthroned (10:19ff.)." Hughes

Verse 11

Cf. Is 8:17; 12:2; 2 Sam 22:3. "The reference
is certainly, as it appears to Is 8:17, where the
words immediately precede the following
quotation. The two sentences of Isaiah are
separated because they represent two aspects
of the typical prophet in his relation to Christ.
In the first the prophet declares his personal
faith in God in the midst of judgements. In the
second he stands forth with his children as
representing 'the remnant,' the seed of the
Church in Israel." Westcott

O 1€ YOp aywdCwv kal ot aywalduevol €€
£VOC TTAVTES” Sl TV altiov ovk
grmoLoyvetol ddehpovg aNTovg KaAEDy,

Te enclitic particle and; te ... kou both ...
and
aywlw sanctify, make holy

goopor  Verb, fut indic, 1's gipt

metolBwg  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom s
nel@w persuade; perf trust, rely on,
have confidence

mawdov, ov n child

Cf. Is 8:18.

"The Christian's concecration to God is
achieved solely by the reconciling act of Christ
at Calvary." Hughes.

g€dwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dLdwuL

elg, wa, €v gen €vog, WLaG, EVOg one

L.e. share in one humanity. It is conceivable,
particularly in the light of v.16, that the
reference here may be to Abraham.

mavteg  Adjective, m nom pl oG
oltwa, og f reason, cause
éroroyvvouatl be ashamed

Verse 12

Mywv, Amayyedd 10 dvoud oov Tolg
adehgolg wov, &v uéow tkkinotog vuviow
oe

"Within this setting [Is 8] ... Isaiah declares:
'Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has
given me are signs and portents in Israel from
the Lord of hosts.! Applied to the Christian
situation, these words speak of a world under
the cloud of God's judgment, but of a world
also for whom God has provided a Redeemer;
and of a Redeemer to whom God has given
children, the children, that is, of God, who as
Christ's brethren constitute the elect people of
God. These are given to the Son by the Father;
hence the certainty with which Christ
affirmed: 'All that the Father gives me will
come to me' (Jn 6:37; cf. Jn 6:39; 10:29; 17:2,
6,9, 24;18:9)." Hughes.

The quotation is from Ps 22:22. This Psalm is
Messianic and speaks of Christ's triumph
consequent upon his suffering. These texts are
cited with intelligent reference to their context.
As F.F. Bruce notes, we have here, "a good
example of C.H. Dodd's thesis that the
principal Old Testament quotations are not
isolated proof-texts, but carry their contexts
with them by implication."

Verse 14

¢mel 0OV T Todiol kekoLvmwvnkey alpoTog
kol 00pkdg, Kol a0TOg TOPATANGLMC
UETEOYEV TOV VTV, Tva dud ToD Bovdtou
KATapynhon TOV 10 Kpdtog £xovta Tol
Bavdtov, tobte £otLv TOV dLdforov,

dmoyyeh® Verb, fut act indic, 1 s
dmayyehw announce, proclaim

ovoud, T0¢ n nhame

ueoog, 1, ov middle; év u. in the middle,
among

ékkhnowa, ag f congregation, church

vuvew sing praises to

o€ Pronoun, acc s ov

Verse 13

émeL  since, because, for

mowdlov, ov n child

kekolvwvnkev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s
kowvwvew share, take part

aipo, atog f blood

oapg, copkog £ flesh, physical body,
human nature

'blood and flesh', cf. Eph 6:12, = 'human
nature.'

mopamAnolws  likewise

The word occurs here only in the New
Testament.

kal wdhiy, "Eyw Eoopat memolbwg e
oVt Kol Iy, 160V €yw kal Td maudia
4 ot £dwkev 6 Bede.

uetéoyev Verb, aor act indic, 3 s UETEXW
share in

Spells the death of any form of docetism.

TaAlv - again, once more

Bavatog, ov m see v.9
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koatopyew render ineffective, do away
with

"Christ by the offering of Himself ... made
perfect atonement for sin and so brought to
nought the power of the devil." Westcott.
Death is the devil's realm.

KOOTOG, OVg n power, dominion
owaporog, ov m the devil

"Christ assumed mortality that he might by
death conquer the prince of death and set men
free from his tyranny." Westcott

"At the cross, the place of death, the decisive
encounter between God and Satan occurred...
There is no question or possibility of an
insoluble dilemma involving a cosmic dualism
of God and Satan, as though they were equally
opposed to each other as two equal and
ultimate realities. The power of death wielded
by the devil is not an absolute power; indeed,
death is the sentence of God pronounced
against man who sinfully has transferred his
allegiance from his Creator to the creature
(Gen 3:1ff.; Ezek 18;4; Rom 3:23) and who in
doing so has turned his back on God's realm of
life in favour of Satan's realm of death. It is in
this sense that the devil is said to hold the
power of death. But the power which he
presently wields is also the power by which he
is destroyed (1 Jn 3:8; Rev 20:10)." Hughes.

"The death that man fears, moreover, is not
just the physical death that he faces; it is the
'second death,' the fact that after death there is
judgment (Rev 2:11; 20:6; 21:8; Heb 9:27).
But now, on the cross, Christ has endured that
judgment and liberated us from the fear of
death and its bondage. By his death he has
removed the sting of death, which is sin, and
has turned our defeat into victory (1 Cor
15:56f.)... Nothing in this whole universe, not
even death, has the power to separate the
Christian believer from the love of God, the
living God, which is in Christ Jesus (Rom
8:38f.). Truly, for the man of faith death has
been swollowed up in victory (1 Cor 15:54)!
This truth should have a profound effect on the
Christian's attitude not only to his own death
but also to the death of friends and loved ones
who 'fall asleep in the Lord' see 1 Thess
4:13ff.)." Hughes.

Verse 16

oV yap dfmov dyyéhwv EmhauBdvetat,
AMG omtépuotog ABpadu émhoufavetal.

onmov itis clear, of course

"That he preferred us to angels is not owing to
our excellency but to our misery." Calvin

é¢mhaufBavouar take hold of, help

Verse 15

kol dmaAldEn Tovtoug, ool @dBw
Bavartov dud mavtog 100 Chv Evoyol noav
dovhelag.

ATOANGEN  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s
dmodaoow  set free

600g, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as; pl. as many as, all

pofog, ov m fear

Caw live, be alive

gvoyog, ov liable, answerable

doviera, ag f slavery

"He lays hold of 'a faithful seed' to support and
guide them to the end which he himself has
reached." Westcott.

Hughes follows Spicq in favouring the
'classical' interpretation of émihappavetat,
namely a reference to Christ 'taking on [the
nature of ...]' L.e. Christ did not take on
angelic nature but human nature.

omepUa, T0g n seed, offspring
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"The mention of Abrahamic ancestry here ...
denotes something more than Christ was a Jew
by birth. In 'taking to himself; the 'seed of
Abraham' he shows not only that he belongs to
but also that he is the fulfilment of the line of
the covenant. The covenant established by
God with Abraham is brought to a head and
finds its consummation in Christ... Thus in
saying that Christ took to himself the seed of
Abraham our author places the incarnation
within the perspective of the covenant, of
which the incarnate Son is the focal point. He
is the covenantal seed of Abraham, and his
people are one with him by spiritual
incorporation into that same seed, without
respect to race or culture. In him they are the
'many sons' who are being brought to glory (v.
10), whom he is not ashamed to call 'brethren'’
(v.11), 'the children' God has given him (v.
13), delivered by him from bondage and death
(v.15) — those, namely, who, having received
him and believed in his name, he has given the
power to become children of God (Jn 1:12)."
Hughes.

T0 TPOG TOV B0V 'in the things that pertain
to God.'

thaokopat  bring about forgiveness for,
propitiate

For a discussion of the meaning of this verb
and its cognates see Leon Morris, The
Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, chs. 4 & 5.
"God displayed his love by sending his Son for
the precise purpose that he might be the
propitiation for our sins (1 Jn 4;10; Rom 5:6,
8, 10). It was by propitiation that love acted;
and all along it was God who was acting. To
procure our restoration, God himself has met
the demands of his own holiness. He has, so
to speak, propitiated himself in our place,
thereby achieving the reconciliation to himself
of mankind, who otherwise were hopelessly
alienated and under condemnation because of
sin." Hughes.

quaptio, og £ sin
Moog, ov m people, a people

Verse 18

Verse 17

¢v O yap mémovlev avtog melpaodel,
duvatal Tolg merpalouévolg fonbfioat.

60ev delhev katd TavTo Tolg ddehpolg
ouotwdfjvar, Tva élefuwv yévntal Kol
TLOTOS GEYLEPEVS TO TTPOS TOV OedV, €lg TO
tAGokeobal Tag Guoptiag 100 Aaod-

00ev therefore, for which reason

This word, which is not found in Paul's
epistles, is comparitively frequent in this
epistle.

némovlev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s wooyw
suffer

melpaobeic  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom s
mewpolw test, put to the test, tempt

dvvauol can, be able to

fonbfioar  Verb, aor act infin onBew
help

opethw ought, must, be bound

KOTO JTAVTA 'in every respect.'

ouolwdfjvar  Verb, aor pass infin OpoLow
make like; pass resemble, be like
gélenuwv, ov gen ovog merciful
vévntal  Verb, aor subj, 3's yLvOUOL
motog, m, ov faithful, trustworthy

Our High-priest is 'merciful' in considering the
needs of each sinful man and 'faithful' ('one in
whom the believer can trust') in applying the
means which he administers." Westcott

dpyLepeve, ewg m high priest

"The writer introduces quite abruptly this title
which is the key-word of his teaching, and
which is applied to the Lord in this Epistle
only among the writings of the NT." Westcott.
"The Son could not have represented men
before God, offering, as their high priest, the
sacrifice of himself on their behalf and in their
place, had he not first become their fellow
man." Hughes.

Christ not only secures forgiveness by his
death, he supplies powerful help in the face of
sin and temptation by virtue of his risen life
and power.

"The power of sympathy lies not in the mere
capacity for feeling, but in the lessons of
experience. And again, sympathy with the
sinner in his trial does not depend on the
experience of sin but on the experience of the
strength of temptation to sin which only the
sinless can know in its full intensity. He who
falls yields before the last strain." Westcott.
Westcott also points to the way in which the
author lays great stress on the historic details
of Jesus life.
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Day 812: Hebrews 3:1-6

Chapter 3

"The writer shows that Moses' status as a
servant was greatly inferior to Jesus' status as
son. Moreover, in spite of his greatness,
Moses never achieved his aim of leading the
Israelites into the promised land; this too is in
strong contrast to the completed work of
Christ which is strongly stressed later in the
epistle." Guthrie

Verse 1

O0fgev, adehpol dyLol, kMjoewe Emovpaviou
UETOYOL, KOTAVONOOTE TOV AITOOTOMOV Kl
apyLepéa thig ouoroyiag udv "Incodyv,

00ev  see 2:17

Of the reading OMw Metzger, on behalf of the
UBS Committee writes, "Both external
evidence and transcriptional probabilities are
singularly difficult to evaluate. On the one
hand, 6w is read by a wide variety of text-
types, but is suspect as having been conformed
to the text of v.5 and/or Numb 12:17. On the
other hand, several early and excellent
witnesses lack OAw, but the omission may be a
deliberate (Alexandrian?) emendation,
introduced to render the OT quotation more
appropriate to the argument (in v.2 'whole'
disturbs the parallelism between Moses and
Jesus). In the face of such a balance of
possibilities, a majorityof theCommittee
thought it best to include OAw in the text, but
to enclose it within square brackets."

"The term brethren which the author uses to
address the recipients of the letter shows that,
though they are in need of correction and
admonition, he has not ceased to regard them
as his fellow Christians and companions in the
faith." Hughes.

oikog, ov m house, household, family

The allusion is to Numb 12:7.

Verse 3

ayog, a, ov holy
kAnoig, ewg f call, calling
é¢movpoviog, ov heavenly, celestial

mhelovog yap obtog §GENS mapd Mwiichv
NElwtol kabs doov mhetova TLuniy £xel 1o
0lkoV O KOTAOKEVAog avTdv.

Our calling is heavenly both in its origin and
in its end.

ueroyog, ov m one who shares in,
partner
katavoew consider, think of

"In Christ the functions of Moses and Aaron
are combined, each in an infinitely loftier
form." Westcott.

The designation of Christ as 'apostle' is
unparalleled in the NT — though John speaks
of Jesus having been 'sent' by the Father even
as he is sending the apostles into the world (Jn
20:21 cf. 17:18).

TTAELWYV, TTAELOV Or JTAEOV more

00ta, ng f glory, splendour

NEiwtor  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s dEow
consider worthy, make worthy

0600¢, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as, ko 6oov to the degree that

Twun, ng f honour

katookevdoog Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
kataokevalw prepare, build, furnish

ouoloyia, ac f confession, profession

Verse 2

TLOTOV OVIA T TOoavTL aVTOV MG KOl
Mwiiofig v [0Aw] T® olkw avtod.

TLOTOG, M, OV see 2:17
moumjoovty  Verb, aor act ptc, m dat s TOLE®W

The sense here is 'appointed' — "who invested
him with his office" Westcott. For this use of
motew cf. Mk 3:14.

Christ came only to do the Father's will, cf.
10:7,9.

o\og, M, ov whole, all

"The concept of Christ as the builder of the
house is probably based on the messianic
prophecy of Zechariah 6:12f., which declares:
'Behold, the man whose name is the Branch:
for he shall grow up in his place, and he shall
build the temple of the Lord. It is he who shall
build the temple of the Lord, and shall bear
royal honour, and shall sit and rule upon his
throne.' It also rests on God's promise to
David that he would raise up for him a son
who will build a house for God and whose
throne would be established forever (1 Chr
17:11f). As Mediator, Redeemer, and Lord,
Jesus Christ is the builder of the house, the
ecclesia, of God's people, who as 'living
stones' are 'built into a spiritual house' (1 Pet
2:5) and 'a holy temple' (Eph 2:21). Moses, a
truly great figure, was nonetheless a member
of the household and indeed a servant in it
(v.5)." Hughes.
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Verse 4

7O YA 0lkog KOTookevdTeTal Vd TLvog,
6 8¢ mdvta kataokevdoog 0gdg.

Katookevdoog Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
KOTOOKEVAL W

Treated parenthetically in many translations.

Verse 5

kol Mwiiofig uév motog év Shw @ olkw
00tod g OePdmWV £ig NAPTVPLOV TDOV
haAnOnoousvav,

The contrast suggested by pev ... d¢ is
between v ... Tw oikw and £1TL TOV OlkOV
and also between Ogparwv and VIOG.

TLOTOG, M, OV see 2:17
o\og, M, ov whole, all
Bepamwv, oviog m servant

This word occurs here only in the NT.

uaptuplov, ov n testimony, witness,
evidence

hainOnoouévwv  Verb, fut pass ptc, gen pl
Aadew speak, talk

"By God through the prophets and finaly
through Christ (1:1)." Westcott.

"That is to say, an important element of Moses'
stewardship was that of witness, not to himself
as though he were the end and fulfilment of
God's purposes, but to realities which were
still future and would come to expression in
the incomperably greater person of Christ."
Hughes. Cf. Jn 5:46.

Verse 6

Xpo1otog 8¢ (g viog €l TOV oilkov avTod:
oV olkdc ouev Muele, &dv(mep) TV
openotav kol 1o kavynuo tig éAmtidog
KATAOYWUEV.

Christians now, rather than Jews, are the house
of God. Cf. Gal 6:10; Eph 2:19; 1 Peter 4:17.

Cf. Jn 8:31. Bruce remarks on the "repeated
insistence" in Hebrews "on the fact that
continuance in the Christian life is the test of
reality."

"It must not be imagined that our author is
speaking only theoretically rather than
addressing himself to the realities of the
situation. His perception of the perilous state
of this particular community was what
impelled him to undertake the writing of this
epistle. His readers, he discerns, are in danger
of wavering under the influence of strange
ideas and hostile pressures. Like Christians in
every age, they are face to face with
perplexities and temptations. They are
exhorted accordingly not to weaken and retire
from the struggle, and remindeed that only if
they hold fast are they God's 'house.' Nor does
an admonition of this kind conflict with the
dominical and apostolic teaching that the
Christian's eternal security is dependent not
upon himself but on Christ and his merits
alone (cf. Jn 5:24; 6:37; 10:27-29; Acts 2:47,
Rom 11:6f,; 1 Cor 1:26ff.; 2 Cor 5:18ff.; Eph
2:8-10). But it does mean that a man whose
profession of faith is contradicted by the
quality of his life should examine himself and
see whether he is a Christian at all (2 Cor
13:5). Security in Christ does not absolve one
from personal responsibility: quite the
contrary, for the regenerate man is under total
obligation to God. Seriousness in believing
should manifest itself in seriousness
concerning doctrine and conduct. And this is
applicable to communities as well as
individuals; hence the incitements to the seven
churches of the Apocalypse to overcome, to be
faithful unto death, and to hold fast until Christ
comes (Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 25f.; 3:5, 11f,, 21)."
Hughes.

gav if, even if
moppnota, og f boldness, assurance
kovynuo, tTog n boasting, pride

Day 813: Hebrews 3:7-11

|Cf. Rom 5:2.

ghtig, 1bog f hope

"The comparison of Christ with Moses leads
naturally to a comparison of those who
respectively received their teaching." Westcott

"The conception of 'hope' occupies an
important place in the Epistle... Hope is
related to Faith as the energetic activity of life
is related to life. Through hope the power of
faith is seen in regard to the future. Hope
gives distinctness to the objects of faith."
Westcott. The readers of this letter are to
boast in their hope rather than being ashamed
of it.

Verse 7

ALd, kobwg Aéyer 1O mvedua 10 GyLov,
Sruepov av thHe ewviic adtod dkovonte,

katdoywuev Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl
kotexw hold fast

dwo therefore, for this reason
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Cf. Ps 95. Hughes comments, "Plainly, the
wilderness setting of this quotation would have
had particular appropriateness for a group or
community whose expectations were to a
greater or lesser degree coloured by teachings
similar to those of the Dead Sea Sect, for the
adherents of the latter had withdrawn
themselves to the wilderness with the express
intention of reconstructing the exodus situation
of their forefathers under Moses, there by
discipline and faithfulness to prepare
themselves for the establishment of the
kingdom of righteousness.

"This formula as the Holy Spirit says which
introduces the quotation has the effect of
demanding the serious attention of the readers
and emphasising the extreme seriousness of
the warning conveyed in the quotation: it is
none other than the Holy Spirit who is
admonishing them through this passage of
Scripture. While it is doubtless true that the
author is not primarily concerned here with the
doctrine of biblical inspiration, yet these few
words disclose in a manner which is quite
unforced the attitude with which he regards
Scripture."

Hughes goes on to comment on the author's
conviction that what was spoken by God long
ago remains of relevance; "He regards
Scripture not as a dead letter of a bygone
period but as fully existential in its
significance, so that what was spoken or
written in the wilderness situation centuries
before continues to have a dynamic
applicability to the people of God in his own
day."

Verse 9

ov émetpacav ol matépeg VUMV év
dokiuaoiq kal eldov T Epya wou

ov adv where
ékmelpalow  put to the test, tempt

Westcott suggests that the absence of a direct
object suggests that they tested not God but his
works. However, it is probably better to
understand the object of the testing to be
implied and to be God himself.

TaTnE, Tatpog m father

dokipaoia, ag f test, testing

€ld0v  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl dpaw
see

Verse 10

TE00EPAKOVTA £T1° dLO TPooWYOLoO T
veved TavTn Kol €lTov, Ael TAovOVTOL Th
kapdig: avtol 8¢ ovk Eyvwoav tdg 6d0Ug
uov*

teooepakovta  forty
gt Noun, nom & acc pl €tog, ovg n year

In the original these words go with the
following clause.

Westcott suggests that "The period had a
significant coincidence with the interval which
had elapsed since the Passion at the time when
the Epistle was written."

OLo seev.7
npocoyfillw be angry

The original, P suggests loathing.

onuepov today

Verse 8

w1 okANEVVNTE TAC KOEdIOg DUOV Mg &V
O TOPOTLKPAOUD, KaTd TV Nuéoav ol
merpoonod £v Tff épiuw,

vevea, ag f generation

glmov  Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3pl Aeyw
dev  always, constantly

mlavaw lead astray, mislead, deceive
gyvwoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl yLvwOK®
0d0g, ov f way, path

Verse 11

okAnpvvw make stubborn

TAPATTLKEOOUOS, oV m  rebellion (during
the time of Israel's wandering in the
wilderness)

TELPAOUOS, ov m  period or process of
testing, trial, temptation

wg duooa ¢v th 0pyf wov, Ei
eloghevoovtal elg TV Katdmovolyv pov.

The original has the proper names Meribah
and Massah. The LXX may have intended
Hapamikpaouog and TTeLpoopog as proper
names. The incidents concerned span the
whole period of the forty years (Num 20:1ff;
Ex 17:11f; cf. Deut 33:8).

®duooo.  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s Opuvvw
swear, vow, make an oath

opyn, nc f wrath, anger

gloghevoovtal  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3
pl elogpyouor enter, goin, come in

The phrase €i €i0. means "They shall by no
means enter ..." Cf. Mk 8:12 and Gen 14:23;
Num 14:30; 1 Sam 3:17.

¢onuog, ov f deserted place, desert

kotomavols, ewg f place of rest, rest
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"At the first the occupation of the promised
land was treated as being ideally the fulfilment
of the highest destiny of Israel in perfect
fellowship with God (Lev 26:11f). But the
partial outward accomplishment of the national
hope necessarily fixed attention upon the
spiritual realities with which the imperfect
earthly blessings corresponded. The
unsatisfying character of the temporal
inheritance quickened aspirations after a truer
inheritance which the prophets cherished and
deepened." Westcott

kab ékaotny Nuepav day by day. "How
different might have been the story of the
Israelites in the wilderness if only they had
daily fostered among themselves a constant
faith in God instead of mutually inciting a
spirit of rebellion and unbelief!" Hughes.

Ayt (and dypic) prep with gen until;
dyot oV until, as long as
onuepov  seev.7

I.e. "as long as the present day of God's grace
endures." Hughes.

Day 814: Hebrews 3:12-19

Verse 12

okAnovvef) Verb, aor pass subj, 2 s
okhnpvvew make stubborn; pass be
stubborn, be hardened

amotn, ng f deception

quaptio, og fsin

B\émete, ddehgoi, ufmote £otan £v vt
VUOV kapdia movned dmiotiog &v T
dmootfivar dmo 0god LdvTog,

Westcott says that "Sin is represented as an
active, aggressive power." Cf. 12:4.

PAeTw see

Verse 14

Note the ddeh@ot "thus indicating that, while
he finds it necessary to rebuke them sternly, he
does not despair of there being true faith, and
faithfulness, among them." Hughes.

uétoyot yop tod XpLotod yeyovauey,
gavitep TV dpynv Thg Vrootdosws uéyoL
téhovg Befalov katdoywuey,

unmote lest, otherwise

gotor  Verb, fut indic, 3 s eiut

movnpeog, o, ov evil, bad, wicked

amwota, og f unbelief

dmootfivar  Verb, aor act infin digprotouot
(verb dep in all forms but aorist) leave, go
away, desert, commit apostasy

Caw live, be alive

UETOYXOG, OV m see v.l
veyovouev Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl
YLVOULOLL

Westcott draws attention to the article O
Xpuotog, "the Christ, the hope of our fathers."

gov if; €avmep if only

apym, ng £ beginning, first principle

vmootaolg, ewg f confidence, assurance,
conviction

"In old times the glory of Israel was the
knowledge of 'the living God'; but now to fall
back from Christianity to Judaism was really
to revolt from him (comp, 6:5ff), for as God is
living so the revelation He gives of Himself is
progressive." Westcott. On the evil of
apostasy, cf. 2 Peter 2:15, 20f.

Expresses "that resolute confidence which
opposes a strong resistance to all assaults. It is
used in late Greek writers for firmness of
endurance under torture." Westcott.

™V doymv g Vootaoewe the confidence
we had at the beginning, i.e. when we first
became Christians. Cf. 6:10.

Verse 13

A TTapakakelte £avTovg Kobe EkdoTnv
fuéoav, dyolg ob 1o Zruepov kakeltol,
Tva un okAnpuvofi Tig €€ YudV ddty Thg
auaptiog:

ueyot and uexpig conj until
Tehog, ovg n end
Bepatog, a, ov reliable, firm

mapakoiew exhort, encourage
govtog, avtr, Eovtov  reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself

On PePaiog cf. 2:2; 6:19. What God has
spoken is sure, firm and unshakeable, therefore
we may lay hold of it with unshakable
confidence.

katdoywuev Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl
KOTEXW see V.6

Here equivalent to GAAnlovg (one another),
cf. Eph 4:32; Col 3:13. "An important means
for withstanding the enticement to apostasy is
that of mutual exhortation or admonition.
Christians have a corporate as well as an
individual responsibility." Hughes.

Cf. also 10:23. 'if we hold fast the beginning
of our confidence unto the end." It is only
continuence in the Christian faith that
demonstrates a genuine participation in Christ
— that we truly belong to him and have a share
in his kingdom.

£K00TOC, 1, ov each, every
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Verse 15

gv T® Myeobou, Zrjuepov v ThHe wviig
ovtod drkovonte, M1 okhnpuvnte Tog
Kapdlag VUMY B¢ &V TQ TOPATLKOOTUD.

Repeats the quotation from vv 7 & 8, for
which see vocabulary.

Many prefer to link v.15 with the verses that
follow rather than those which precede. The
repetition of this verse recalls the entire
passage cited in vv 7-11.

Verse 16

Tiveg Yo dkovoovTeg mopemikpavay; Gl
oV mhvteg ol £€eA0OvTES £E AlyvmTov Sl
Mwiioéwg;

mopenikpavay  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
TopoTTLkpoLvew  rebel

Westcott draws attention to the sequence of
thought in verses 16-19. The very people
whom God had rescued were those who
rebelled against him and so were rejected. The
phrases are all introduced with interrogative
pronouns, TLVES ... TLOLWV ... Who? ... With
whom?

mavteg  Adjective, m nom pl Jtog

The faith of Joshua and Caleb does not
invalidate this generalisation. "The point is
that this generation, which had firsthand
experience of the goodness of God in bringing
them from slavery to freedom, comprised the
very last group of persons one would have
expected to rebel against their Saviour God."
Hughes.

£€eABOvVTIES  Verb, aor act ptc, m pl nom
£EgpyouaL

Verse 17

tiow 8¢ TPoowyOLoey TECOEPAKOVTA £TN;
oVYl TOlC AUaPTHoONOLY, OV TA KO
Emeoev év Tff épMuw;

tPoo0YOLlw see v.10

TEOOEPAKOVTA see v.10

oyl (emphatic form of 0¥) not, no; used
in questions expecting an affirmative
answer.

auaptroaoly  Verb, aor act ptc, dat pl
duaptavew  sin, commit sin

kwAov, ov n dead body, corpse

gmeoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s muttw  fall

g¢onuog, ov T see v.8

Verse 18

tiow 8¢ duooev un eloehevoeobo gig TV
KATAITovoLy avtod el ur) tolg
ameldfoooLv;

®duooev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s duvvw see
v.11

eloeheVoeoboL  Verb, fut midd dep infin
glogpyouat seev.11

Kotomavols, ewg f seev.11

ameldrioaoty  Verb, aor act ptc, dat pl
dmelbew disobey, be an unbeliever

| 'to them that were disobedient’

Verse 19

kal BAEmouev Gt ok NOVVIIONoOV
eloehOelv dLe dmiotio.

Premw seev.12

| Introducing a general conclusion.

nduvidnoov  Verb, aor indic, 3 pl dvvauat
can, be able to
amotia, og f oseev.12

"The failure of the first generation of
redeemed Jews, who corresponded in position
with the first generation of Christians, is traced
back to its source. The faith which they had at
the beginning failed them. They fell into
unbelief." Westcott.

"It is what happened when man fell first from
God; it was repeated in the wilderness; and the
same disasterous sequence was now
threatening the community to whom this letter
was sent. The rest from which Adam and Eve
were excluded was that of fellowship with
God in Eden; the rest forfeited by the
rebellious Israelites was that of the promised
land; and the rest denied to apostates from the
Christian faith is that of the eternal Sabbath of
the new heaven and new earth (Rev 2:6;
22:1ff)... True rest is the enjoyment by the
creature of perfect harmony with his Creator,
and it can therefore only be rest in God. As
such, it is totally incompatible with unbelief
and disobedience toward God." Hughes.

Day 815: Hebrews 4:1-5

4:1-13

"Since Moses was unable to lead the Israelites
into Canaan, the writer reflects on the position
of Joshua, who did lead them in. But he shows
that even Joshua did not secure for the people
true rest. Joshua failed for the same reasons as
Moses, that is, through the people's unbelief.
This leads the writer to exhort his readers to
seek that superior rest; which he goes on to
imply is found in Christ." Guthrie
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Verse 1

DopNOOUEY 0DV UTOTE KOTOAELTOUEVNS
grmaryyehiog eloehOely elg TV KaTdmTOVOoLY
ovtod dokfj Tug €€ Dudv voTepnKévaL:

@ofnBduev  Verb, aor pass dep subj, 1 pl
@ofeouat trans fear, be afraid (of)

unmote lest, otherwise

katoleltw leave, leave behind

"The promise was left because no purpose of
God can fall to the ground; and this was
unfulfilled in the case of those to whom it was
first given ... The writer takes for granted
throughout that whatever God in his love has
ever destined for man is brought within man's
reach by Christ 'the heir of all things,' the
fulfilment of human destiny." Westcott.

"In the language of Psalm 95, it is still 'today’
as far as God's promise is concerned; and this
indicates both opportunity in that we live in
God's day of grace, and responsibility on our
part not to despise or turn away from this
privilege." Hughes.

gmayyehlo, ag £ promise

glogpyouat enter, go in, come in

kotomavols, ewg f see 3:11

0okf] Verb, pres act subj, 3 s dokew think

votepnkéval  Verb, perf act infin VoT1EQEW
lack, fall short of

Verse 2

Kal yap éouev eomyysitouévol kabdmep
kdiketvor, dhhs ovk @@élnoev 6 AOyog Tiig
dkofig €ékelvovg, un ovykekepuouEvous Tf
mtotel Tolg dkovoaoLv.

gonyyellouévolr  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom
pl edayyehlw act. and midd proclaim
the good news

koBasep as, just as

kdKeLvog, 1, 0 contraction of Kot £KELVOG
and that one, he also, they also

wOgelew gain, profit, benefit

dkofis Noun, gens dkon, ng f hearing

ovykekepaouévovg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m
acc pl ovykepavvuul unite, put
together

There are a 'bewildering variety of readings
preserved in the manuscripts' (Metzger).
Westcott suggests that this may reflect a
primitive error. He suggests that if
ovykekepaouévovg is adopted the sense is,
"they were not united by faith with those that

truly heard" i.e. with Moses, Joshua and Caleb.

If ovykekepaouevog is accepted (the reading
of X and preferred by Hughes), it means "it
was not incorporated by faith in them that
heard."

miotel  Noun, dats moTig, ewg f faith
dkovoaowy  Verb, aor act pte, dat pl dkovw

Verse 3

elogpyoueda yap eic [tnv] katdmovoly ol
motevoavieg, kabwg elpnkev, Qg duooa
év tf) 0pyfi wov, El eioghevoovral gig Tiv
KATAITOVOoLY wov, kaitol Tdv Epywv dmod
kaTafolfic kOoUov YevnOEvTmy.

elogpyouat see v.1
motevw believe (in), have faith (in)

| I.e. Christians.

glpnkev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s Aeyw

"Christ has brought this rest within the reach
of His people." Westcott

duooo  see 3:11

kortor  yet, and yet, although

kotofoAin, ng f beginning, creation

yevnOéviwv  Verb, aor pass dep pte, gen pl
YLVOULOL

'the works (of God) were finished from the
creation of the world." "God Himself had
entered into it, though it still remained that His
people should share it according to His
purpose." Westcott.

"The futurity relates not to God's rest as such
but to the enjoyment of it by his creatures."
Hughes.

Verse 4

gtpnkev ydp mov mept Tfig £BddUNg ovTwg,
Kol katémavoey 6 0edg év Tf uépa T
£BOOUN 4O TavTwV TV Epywv avtod:

elpnkev  see v.3
oV enclitic adv somewhere

Cf. 2:6. Probably means 'as we know' or 'to
quote familiar words.'

¢podounog, n, ov seventh
ovtwg thus, in this way
Katosovw rest, cease

Verse 5

kai év tovtw mdhy, Ei eloghevoovion elg
NV KOTATAVo(V Lov.

TaAlv - again, once more

The emphasis is upon entering God's rest.
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