Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 165: Hebrews 6:9-7:17

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 165 — Hebrews 6:9-7:17

Day 821: Hebrews 6:9-12

Verse 9

IMemeiouedo 8¢ mepl VUMV, dyammtol, T
KpelooovVa Kol ExOuevo owtnpiog, el kal
oVtwg hahoDuev:

memeloneda  Verb, perf pass indic, 1 pl
meldw persuade; perfact & pass trust,
rely on, have confidence, be confident

"The love shown to their fellow Christians ...
is for his sake, or, more literally, it is love
shown 'to his name." This implies that their
coming to the assistance of their brethren is
evidence of their willingness to identify
themselves with the stigma attaching to the
name of Jesus, and thus of the genuineness of
their love for him." Hughes.

Cf. 2 Cor 7:4. "The great principle which
gives rise to this confidence is the absolute
sovereignty of the God of grace and the
indefectibility of his work in the lives of men."
Hughes.

dlakovrioavteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
olakovew serve, care for
ol dytor God's people

The present participle is added to underline
that this is not just past conduct but is
continuing.

dyamnrog, 1, ov beloved

The only occurrence of this word in this
epistle.

Cf. also 10:32ff for things which the readers
had suffered for the 'name’

KOELTTWV and KPELOOMWV, OV gen OVOG
better
ocwtnpwa, ag f salvation

Verse 11

gyoueva owtnolag 'Things that belong to
salvation'. "The presence of those things in the
readers' lives was a token of the presence of
salvation too, since they were so clearly and
inevitably bound up with salvation." Bruce

gmbvuoduey 8¢ Ekaotov VUAV TNV oV
gvoeikvuobol omovdny Tpodg TV
mAnpogopiav Tfic EAtidog dypl Téhovg,

é¢mbuuew long for, desire, lust after

A strong verb expressing passionate longing or
an 'earnest wish' Phillips.

ovtwg thus, in this way
hohew speak, talk

Verse 10

£K00TOC, 1, OV each, every

He is not happy for any of them to bein to fall
away — the expression of a pastor's heart.

oV YO ddikog 6 Oedg émhabéabal Tod
goyov YUV kal The dydmne fic
évedelEao0e eic 1O dvoua avtod,
dlakovijoavteg Tolg rylolg kal
oLakovobvTeg.

omowdn, ng f earnestness, eagerness,
zeal

mAnpogopla, ag f full assurance,
conviction

adLkog, ov  unjust

émhaB¢obaL  Verb, aor midd dep infin
é¢mhovOavoual forget, neglect,
overlook

Westcott says that TAnpogopLo. means
fullness and "it seems better to understand it
here of the full development of hope rather
than the full assurance of hope (1 Thess. 1:5)."

éhtig, Wog f hope, ground of hope

Does not suggest meritorious works that
demand divine recompense but a life that
demonstrates the genuineness of the work of
God's grace and will therefore be owned by
God.

¢vedei€ao0e  Verb, aor midd indic, 2 pl
évdelkvupol  show
OVoUO, TOS n nhame

"The invitation to faith is not an invitation to
inactivity but to the perseverance of
pilgrimage, for Christ is not only the source
but also the goal of our salvation, the end as
well as the beginning. Faith indeed rests upon
the alpha, but it also displays itself as hope
directed towards the omega (cf. Rev 22:13)."
Hughes.

Aot prep with gen until, as far as
Telog, ovg n end, conclusion

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 165: Page 1




Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 165: Hebrews 6:9-7:17

Verse 12

{va ui vobpol yévnobe, wuntal 8¢ TV
L0 mloTtewg kol uakpobvutog
KAnpovououvtmv Tog mayyehiog.

®duooev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s duvuw
govtog, £avtn, tavtov  him/herfitself

Verse 14

vowbpog, a, ov lazy, sluggish

vévnobe  Verb, aor midd depo subj, 2 pl
YLVOUOLL

uLunIng, ov m imitator

motig, ewg f faith, trust, belief

uakpobuuia, og f longsuffering, patience

AMyov, El umv edhoy®dv gvhoyiow oe kol
TANOVvVoV TANBVVD o

The reference is to Gen 22:17 which is
preceded by God's swearing by himself in
v.16.

"Faith' is the essential principle through which
the blessing is gained and 'long-suffering'
marks the circumstance under which faith has
to be maintained." Westcott.

Westcott says that pokpoBuuia is to be
distinguished from Umouovy in that Ditopuovn
is patience in the face of trial while
uakpoBuuia "expresses the trial of unfulfilled
desire."

unv intensive particle indeed, surely
gvloyew bless

This construction reflects the Hebrew
infinitive absolute with the finite verb which
expresses certainty "I will most certainly bless
you."

o¢ Pronoun, acc s ov
mAnfuvew increase, multiply

kAnpovouew receive, gain possession of,
inherit

"The participle is a strict present. Believers
even now enter on their inheritance (4:3), and
with them the saints of old time enjoy the
fulfilment of that for which they looked
(12:22ff)." Westcott

gmayyehlo, ag £ promise

Day 822: Hebrews 6:13-20

Verse 13

T yap APpady Emayyelhduevog 6 0gdg,
el Kate 00devog eiyxev uellovog dudoal,
duooev kabe £ovtod,

"The example of Abraham establishes two
things, the certainty of the hope which rests on
a promise of God, and the need for patience in
order to receive its fulfilment." Westcott.
Abraham is the great example of faith in the
promises of God (see Matt 3:9; Lk 3:8; Gal
3:6; Rom 4:3,18.20f.; James 2:21f.).

"It is of particular interest that the occasion
was the offering up by Abraham of Isaac, the
son of the promise, in obedience to the
command of God. The patriarch's trust in the
integrity of God and his promise could not
have been put to a more severe test, for the
fulfilment of the covenant which God had
made with him depended on the life and the
line of Isaac, and the instruction to slay his son
had the appearance of the failure of the divine
word (cf. Gen 12:2f.; 13:15f,; 15:5f,, 18; 17:7,
9,15,19,21; 18:18f,; 21:12). Abraham's
confidence in that word and its fulfilment was
so firm, however, that he obeyed without
question the command to offer up his son
Isaac, convinced, as our author points out in
11:19 below, that God would, if need be, raise
him up from the dead and thus vindicate the
trustworthiness of the promise." Hughes.

The oath let Abraham know that just as his son
had been spared, so surely would God fulfil all
of the promises he had made to him.

Verse 15

gmoyyelhauevog  Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m
noms &mayyeAlouatl promise

émeL  since, because

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing

elyev  Verb, imperf act indic, 3 s £yw

uelwv, ov and uelLotePOg, o, ov (comp
of ueyog) greater

oudoar Verb, aor act infin ouvvw and
ouvuulL  swear, vow, make an oath

kal oVtwe pokpobuufoag émétuyev Tiig
émaryyehlog.

ovTtwg and ovtw thus, in this way

uakpobuuew be patient, wait patiently

gnétuyev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
gmTuyyave  obtain, receive

gmayyehla, oc f promise, what is
promised

Westcott suggests that the promise was first
given and then later confirmed with an oath
(see Gen 12:3,7; 13:14; 15:5ff; 17:5ff
compared with Gen 22:16ff). He adds that the
oath indicated that there would be delay in
fulfilment but that also fulfilment was certain.

Abraham received the immediate promise of a
son but did not see the full promise of 'the
seed' in whom all the nations of the world are
blessed.
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Concerning the obtaining of the promise,
Hughes writes, "This the majority of the
people of Israel, the nation descended from
Abraham through Isaac, failed to do because
of the hardness of their hearts; and this the
Hebrew Christians to whom this latter is
addressed are also in danger of failing to do,
unless they imitate the faith and persistence of
Abraham."

Verse 18

{va 310 o mpayudtwv duetadétwy, &v
otg ddvvatov Pevoacdar [TOV] Oedv,
loyvpdv apdkinowy Exwuev ot
KOTAQUYOVTES KOATHioOL THG TEOKELUEVNS
éhtidoc:

Ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two
mpayuo, Tog n matter, thing

Verse 16

avOpwitol yap katd tod uettovog
OUVVOVOLY, Kol TAong avTolg Avilhoylag
mépog eic Pefaimory 6 dpkog:

uetCwv, ov see v.13

avtuhoywa, og f argument, dispute

mepog, atog n end, boundary, conclusion

pepalwolg, ewg f confirmation,
establishing firmly

Opkog, ov m oath, vow

meP0g i Peformwory 6 OPKog 'the oath is
final for confirmation'. Montifiore comments
"An oath has a double function. Positively it
adds moral and legal force to a statement (for
who would dare to call God as a false
witness?). Negatively, it ends controversy
among men by introducing the testimony of
God."

The two things are:

i) the promise itself which, being a promise
from "God who cannot lie," is certain in
itself;,

ii) the oath by which the promise is
confirmed.

duetadetog, ov  v.17

aduvvatog, ov impossible

Pevooobolr  Verb, aor midd dep infin
Pevdouor lie, speak untruth, deceive

The anarthrous use of Oeog here shows that the
reference is to the divine nature rather than
person (so Westcott, Montifiore).

loyvpog, a, ov strong, powerful
mapakinolg, ewg f encouragement

The oath was added not to make the promise
more certain but to strengthen faith in the
certainty of the promise.

Verse 17

¢v O mePLocdTEPOV BoVAdEVOS O BEdC
EmLdetEaL ToTg KAnpovouoLg Tfig
grmayyehiog 1O duetdbetov Thig Pouvifg
ovtod ueoitevoey Hpkw,

mepLocoTepov  adv. more, more clearly
foviounal want, desire, wish

Westcott says that fovioual is to be
distinguished from Oehw in that the first
indicates purpose with respect to something
while the latter "the feeling in respect of the
person himself."

gmdelEaL  Verb, aor act infin €midelkvout
show, point out

kAnoovouog, ov m heir, one who
receives what is promised (by God)

The promise was not for Abraham alone but
for him and his heirs — including Christians
(11:39) — heirs with him of the promise.

duetobetog, ov unchangeable; to a.
unchangeableness

fouvin, ng f purpose, plan, decision

ueoLtevw interpose; confirm, guarantee

| The only occurrence of this verb in the NT.

Kataguyovteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
katagevyw flee, flee for safety

May be an allusion to the 'cities of refuge' in
the Old Testament. Montefiore says, "The city
of God is the one true city of refuge."

kpatew hold, hold fast, sieze
mpokelual  be set before, lie before
éhig, 1bog f hope

Hope rests in the promises and the promises
have their focus in Christ — as the following
verses make plain. So it is to Christ that
Christian believers have fled for refuge.

Verse 19

fiv &g Gykvpav Exouev thg Yuyfig, dopolf
Te Kol Pefaiav kai elogpyoudvny elg 1O
£0WTEPOV TOD KATOTETAOUATOG,

aykvpa, ac f anchor

Yuyn, ng f self, inmost being, life, 'soul'
dogohng, e safe, sure

Beporog, a, ov reliable, firm, effective

"The stability of hope is twofold. It is
undisturbed by outward influences (A0QUANC),
and it is firm in its inherent character
(BePora)." Westcott

glogpyouat enter, go in, come in

€0wTePOG, a, oV 1) adj inner; ii) prep with
gen behind, inside

KOTOITETAOUN, TOG n  curtain

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 165: Page 3




Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 165: Hebrews 6:9-7:17

Our hope is Christ (cf. 1 Tim 1:1), whose
present state is our certain destiny — the force
of 'forerunner', v.20. He is 'the hope of glory'
(Col 1:27).

Hughes quotes Herveus who says, "In the case
of sailors, the sands in which the anchor is
fixed and holds are hidden and invisible, and
yet the sailors are secure, although they cannot
see how the arms of the anchor are held. So
also we, placed as we are amid the waves of
this world, do not see the heavenly realities,
and yet we are so joined to them through hope
that we cannot be moved by any onset of fear."

Verse 20

dmov mPoddpouog VtEp NUOV elofiOev
"Inoodg, kot TV TdELY MehyLofdek
APYLEPEVS YEVOUEVOC ELG TOV QLDVOL.

O6mov adv. where
mPodpouog, ov m forerunner

VITEP MUV 'on our behalf'. CfIn 14:2.
Westcott highlights the new aspect of Christ's
work, "The High-priest entered the Holy of
Holies on behalf of the people, but they never
followed him. Christ enters heaven as the
forerunner of believers."

The word tpoodpouog was used of the men
or troops which were sent out to explore
before the advance of an army.

elofi\@ev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
elogpyouaL

ToElg, ewg f order, division

dpyLepevs, ewg m high priest

yevouevog  Verb, aor ptc, mnom's YLvOuoL

alwv, aiwvog m  eternity

Day 823: Hebrews 7:1-3

Hebrews 7

The theme of the distinctive High Priesthood
of Jesus is picked up again with the reference
to Melchizedek at the end of the previous
chapter and leads into resumption of the
argument suspended at 5:11.

Chapter 7 begins with a summary of the
Genesis account concerning Melchizedek
(vv.1-3) leading into an extended argument
(vv.4-28) concerning the superiority of this
priestly order. In the middle of this argument
(vv. 12-19), there is a digression on the subject
of how Jesus can be a priest since he is not of
Levitical descent.

Verse 1

OUtoc Yp 6 MehyLoédek, Paotheng
Sahnu, iepevg To0 00D ToD vpioTov, 6
ovvavtioag ABPadu VITOOTEEPOVTL AITd
Thg komfig TV facihéwy kal eDAOYTO0G
ooV,

Baotheve, ewg m  King
lepevg, ewg m  priest
MpLotog, 1, ov highest, most high

|Cf. Gen 14:18,

ovvavtaw meet, happen

vmootpepw return, turn back
komn, ng f slaughter, defeat
gvloyew speak well of, bless

"By the act of blessing, Mechizedek at once
assumed the position of a superior. And
Abraham on his part freely acknowledged
Melchizedek's implied claim to superiority."
Westcott

Verse 2

O Kol dekdny Gmd mhvtov duéploey
ABpadu, TEdTOV UEV EQUNVEVOUEVOS
Baoihedg dikotoouvng Emelta ¢ kal
Baoihevg Zoifju, 6 EoTLv Baotiele
elprivng,

dekatn, ng f a tenth part, tithe

ueplLw divide, assign, apportion

mpwtov ady. first, in the first place

gounvevw interpret; pass. mean, be
translated

dkatoovvn, ng f righteousness

é¢mevta then, afterwards

etonvn, ng f peace

"The meanings of the two names Melchizedek
and Salem have been introduced to prove that
righteousness and peace are combined in the
Mechizedekian order of priesthood (cf. Is
9:6f). These qualities found fulfilment in
Christ (1 John 2:1; Eph 2:14)." Montifiore.
"In Christ we see the appearance of the
expected everlasting king promised to David's
line under whom righteousness flourishes and
peace abounds (Ps 72:7; cf. Ps 97:2; 98:3,9);
he is 'the Prince of Peace,' of the increase of
whose government and peace there shall be no
end (Isa 9:6f.); he is the long-awaited king
who will speak peace to the nations (Zech
9:9f.), and 'the righteous Branch,' whose name
is 'The Lord our Righteousness' and who
administers justice in his glorious reign (Jer
23:5f.; 33:15f)). As king he is just, and as
priest he justifies all who trust in his atoning
sacrifice (Rom 3:26; 5:8f.)." Hughes.
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Verse 3

ATaTwpE, dujtwp, dyeveahdyntog, ufte
apymv Muep®dv urte Cofic téhog Exwv,
APWUOLWUEVOS 8¢ T@ Vi Toh Be0D, Uével
lepeVe elg TO dunvekés.

g€dwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dLdwpuL

dkpoBivov, ov n spoils, plunder

ToTELOEYNG, ov m  patriarch (one of the
noted ancestors of the Jewish nation)

dmatwp, opog without (record of) a father

duntwp, opog without (record of) a
mother

dyeveoloyntog, ov  without (record of)
lineage

unte and not; unte ... unte neither ...
nor

dpym, ng f beginning

Com, ng f life

Tehog, ovg n end

dpwuolwuévog  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom
s dgouowow be like, resemble

uevw remain, stay, abide

dunvekng, e continuous; ¢ig to &. for all
time; continually, perpetually

The definite article and the position of
TOTELOOYNG in the sentence provide emphatic
force. "The author draws his readers' attention
to the remarkable consideration that Abraham,
eminent patrirch though he was, gave
Melchizedek a tithe of the spoils and was
blessed by him." Hughes.

Verse 5

Kol ol uev £k TV vidvV Agvl v lepoteioy
Aaufdvovteg Eviolv Exovolv
Amodekatodv TOV Aadv Katd TOV vOUov,
1ot £0TLV TOVG AdeEAPOVS AVTAV, Katmep
b} ’ b ~ 9 ’ 9, ’
€geAnlvBotog €k thig doguog APpadu’

iepatewa, og f priestly office

Montefiore says that the writer of Hebrews
uses the Alexandrian principle, common in
Philo, that "what is unmentioned in the Bible
is presumed not to exist." Bruce takes a more
balanced view stating that the author would
have acknowledged that Melchizedek was
historically a man who belonged to a dynasty
of priest-kings. However, what was important
was the record concerning Melchizedek in
Scripture. Scripture, by what it includes and
what it omits makes Melchizedek a fitting type
of Christ.

Neither of these comments, however, does
justice to Psalm 110. It is the Old Testament
itself which links the Messiah with everlasting
priesthood, after the order of Melchizedek.

This word occurs in the NT only here and in
Luke 1:9. Westcott states that it differs from
tepwovvn (7:11,12,24) in that "it expresses the
actual service of the priest and not the office of
priesthood. The tithes were given to the
'children of Levi' 'for their service' (Num
18:21)."

Day 824: Hebrews 7:4-10

Verses 4-10

évtoAn, ng f command, order, instruction

amodekatow give a tenth, tithe, exact
tithes from

Moog, ov m people, a people

vOouog, ov m law

kowtep  though, although

£€eAnhvbdTag  Verb, perf act pte, m acc pl
£Egpyoual

oogug, vog f waist, reproductive organs

Verse 6

0 8¢ un yevealoyovuevog €€ adtdv
dedekdtmwkev ABpadu, kai TOV Exovia T0g
gmaryyehlog evMdynKkev.

Four arguments are provided for the

superiority of Melchizedek:

i. Abraham paid tithes to him;

ii. Melchizedek blessed Abraham

iii. Melchizedek's priesthood, in contrast with
that of Levi, is permanent;

iv. Levi himself (in a manner of speaking)
paid tithes to Melchizedek.

veveahoyeouor descend from

dekatow collect tithes

émaryyehlo, oc f promise, what is
promised

gOAOYNKeY  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s
gvhoyew see v.1

Verse 4

Oewpelte 6 mnhikog obtog O [Koi]
dekdnv APpadu Edwkev £k TOV
dkpoOuviwv 6 TaTELdEYNG.

Westcott says of the perfect tenses in this
verse, "The fact is regarded as permanent in its
abiding consequences. It stands written in
Scripture as having a present force." Westcott
goes on to list the use of the perfect tense in
Hebrews and its significance.

Bewpew see, observe, notice
mnhlkog, mn, ov how large, how great
oekatn, ng f seev.2

Verse 7

ywplig 8¢ mdong dvtihoyiog to EhatTov
V1o 100 kpeltTOovog eVNOYETTOL.

xwpLg  without, apart from
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avtihoywa, ag f argument, dispute

ghottov  Adjective, nom/acc n s (variant
spelling) éhacowv, ov (comp of WLkPOGg)
lesser, inferior

KOELTTWV and KPELOOWV, OV gen OVOg
better; greater, superior

It is remarkable that God had promised
Abraham that in him and his seed, all nations
of the world would be blessed, and yet
Melchizedek blessed Abraham!

"In this historic encounter, then, what was
established was not simply a precedent but a
whole relationship, the significance of which
is permanent: namely, that the order of
Melchizedek, fulfilled in Christ, is superior to
the order of Levi, which with the advent of
Christ is surpassed and superseded." Hughes.

Verse 8

kol O uev dekdtag dodvijokovreg
dvOpwitor houpdavovorv, gket d¢
noptTvpovuevog dtu L.

Day 825: Hebrews 7:11-17

Verses 11-28

mde adv here
oekatn, ng f seev.2
dmobvnokw die, face death, be mortal

Levitical priests were mortal but
Melchizedekian priests immortal (Ps 110:4).

ékceL  there, in that place, to that place

uaptvpew bear witness, testify

Cfi  Verb, pres act indic, 3s Cow live, be
alive

Of the phrase 'that he lives' Bruce says that it is
true "of Melchizedek in the sense that we
never read of him otherwise than as a living
man; of Christ absolutely — in the sense that,
having died once for all and risen from the
dead, he is alive for evermore (see vv 16, 23-
25 and cf. Rev 1:18; Rom 6:9)."

The writer now argues that the Levitical
priesthood has been replaced by Jesus'
Mechizedekian priesthood. The argument is
similar, in some respects, to that of Paul in
Romans 4 and Galatians 3 where he argues
that the law was transitory in nature.

"The Levitical priesthood and the Law, which
it represented, were alike transitional and
transitory... If ... there had been a bringing to
perfection through the Levitical priesthood — if
in other words there had been a bringing to
perfection through the Law — there would have
been no need for another priesthood."
Westcott.

Verse 11

Verse 9

Kal o¢ €og elmelv, die ABpadu kol Agvi O
dekdtag happdvov dedekdtwTol,

Ei ug¢v odv telelmote dud thig Asvitikfic
leowovvne v, 6 Aaodg Yo éme avTiic
vevopobétnton, tig T yoeta katd v
TGELY MehyLoédek €tepov aviotoobat
tepéa kal oV katd TV TAEWY Aapwv
AéyeoOou;

telewwolg, ewg f fulfilment, perfection

émog, ovg n word; ®©g éog eimely so to
speak

L.e. perfection of the worshipper or in respect
of the worshipper's relationship with God.

"This classical phrase does not occur
elsewhere in the NT." Westcott

Agvitikog, 1, ov Levitical
tepwovvn, ng f priesthood

dedekdtwtal Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s
oekatow collect tithes; pass. pay
tithes

Verse 10

| See the note on verse 5.

Moog, ov m people, a people
vevouoBétntar  Verb, pluperfect pass indic,
3 s vouoOeteouol be given the law

gL vy &v T G0l Tod moTEog fv OTe
ouVHvVTNoEY 00T® MelyLoédek.

¢t still, yet

oo@ug, vog T seev.5

TatPOg  Noun, gen's JTOTNHE, TATOOS m
father

Ot1e conj when, at which time

ovvovtow see v.l

O MaOg Yap €me avtiic vevouobétntal on
the basis of it or in association with it (the
Levitical priesthood) the people were given the
law. IL.e. the institution of the Levitical
priesthood was laid down as part of the body
of Mosaic law.

gty still, yet
xpewa, ag f need
T0ELg, ewg f order, division

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 165: Page 6




Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 165: Hebrews 6:9-7:17

"The appearance of Melchizedek on the stage
of patriarchal history is fleeting and dramatic.
He is identified as king of Salem and priest of
the Most High God, but nothing is said in
Genesis 14 about an order of Melchizedek.
Only in Psalm 110, in the mainstream, as it
were, of the history of the Israelites, is there an
isolated, and for this reason cryptic mention of
one who is 'a priest after the order of
Melchizedek." The psalm, which expresses the
expectation of the establishment of a messianic
priesthood and kingdom, was written some
hundreds of years after the inauguration of the
levitical order... Thus the plain implication of
this flash of revelation is that the old and
inferior order is to be superseded by a new and
superior order, which, compared with the
inadequate and temporary nature of the former,
will be distinguished by full and abiding
efficacy." Hughes.

Verse 13

g OV yOp AMyeton tadta guliic £Tépag
uetéoymkev, des fic 00delc mPOoEoyMKEY
™® Buolootnpig:

O OV yap Aeyetal tovto ie. Ps 110,
speaking of the Messiah from David's line,
from the tribe of Judah.

@UAn, ng f tribe, nation, people

£TEPOG, O, OV see v.11

uetéoynkev Verb, perf act indic, 3 s peteyw
share in, belong to

ovdeLg, oVdeULa, oVdeV  No one, nothing

mpooéoynkev Verb, perf act indic, 3 s
mpooeyw pay close attention to, watch

Bvolaotnplov, ov n altar (of incense)

Verse 14

£tepocg, a, ov other, another, different
aviotaoBar  Verb, pres midd infin dviotnut
raise; midd rise, arise

POdNAoV yap OTL £€ Tovda dvatétalkev
O kVPLOg NUAV, el v QUATY TePL Lepéwv
oVdtv Mwiiofic ENainoev.

TpodNAog, ov  very obvious or evident
Tovda. Noun, gen' s “Tovdag

Cf Acts 3:22

lepgvg, ewg m  priest

"If God had intended the Aaronic priesthood to
introduce the age of perfection, the time when
man would enjoy unfettered access to Him,
why should He have conferred on the Messiah
(in Ps 110) a priestly dignity of His own —
different from Aaron's and by implication
superior to Aaron's?" Bruce

This and Rev 5:5 are the only references, apart
from the nativity genealogies, that refer to
Jesus' descent from Judah.

dvatétolkev  Verb, perfact indic, 3 s
avateAw rise, dawn, shine

Cf. Mal 4:2. The use of this verb carries a
distinctly messianic connotation.

Verses 12-19

hodew speak, talk

Verses 15-19

The mention of the Levitical nature of the

priesthood (v.11) leads into a digression on

how Jesus can be a priest since he is not of

Levitical descent. Two arguments are used:

1) The words 'order of Melchizedek' imply an
abandoning of the old order, i.e. that
involving Levitical descent;

ii) The old order required a principle of
descent because of the transitory nature of
those who hold office. In Jesus we have
an eternal priesthood and an everlasting
Priest.

An exposition of the imperfections of the
Levitical order.

Verse 15

Kol TEPLO0OTEPOV £TL KOTAdNAOV 0Ty, &l
Katd TV OuoLtoTnTo MehyLofdek dviotatal
lepevg ETePOC,

TEPLOOOTEPOGS, O, OV adj more, much
more

gt seev.11

kotodnhog, ov  very evident

This word occurs here alone in the NT

Verse 12

uetatfepuévng Yoo thg tepwoivng €€
AvAaykNg Kol vouov petddeolg yiverat.

uetatOnuL remove, take back
dvaykn, ng £ necessity
uetofeolg, emg f removal, change

ouorotng, nrog f likeness, similarity
aviotatar  Verb, pres midd indic, 3 s
aviotnuL see v.11

Verse 16

Since the priesthood formed part of the Law, it
could not be changed without a change in or
removal of the Law.

0¢ oV kot vouov £vtohfic oapkivng
véyovev dANG katd SUvauLy Cwfig
dkaToAdTOU,

évtoAn, ng f command
oapkwvog, M, ov  fleshly, belonging to this
world
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So termed because it was concerned with the
externalities of religion — the physical descent
of the priests; a physical temple etc.

véyovev  Verb, perf act indic, 3s yivouat

Com, ng f life

dkotahlvtog, ov indestructibe, without
end

"There is a double contrast between 'law' and
'power' and between 'commandment of flesh'
and the 'indissoluble life'... The possession of
the indissoluble life is not only the
characteristic of Christ's exercise of His
priestly office: it is the ground on which he
enters upon it. Other priests were made priests
by virtue of special ordinance: He was made
priest in virtue of His inherent nature. He
could be, as none other, victim at once and
priest." Westcott

Verse 17

WOPTVPETTAL YOO OTL 2V 1epeVg eig TOV
aldva kotd TV TAELy MelyLoédex.

uaptvpew bear witness, testify
ailwv, alwvog m age, eternity

The Aaronic priesthood itself is described as
"an everlasting priesthood" (Ex 40:15; Jer
33:18), but no individual member of the
prieshood is described as an everlasting priest.

On the phrase katd TV TAELY MehyL0édek
Hughes writes, "There is, however, no more
than a likeness between Christ and
Melchizedek, a likeness which is suggested by
the mysterious silence of the Genesis narrative
concerning the birth and death and the
parentage and posterity of Melchizedek.
Within this setting, the figure of Melchizedek
is a semblance or shadow, a signpost pointing
to someone greater than himself. He is like a
primeval John the Baptist who testifies in
effect: 'After me comes one who ranks before
me, for he was before me' (Jn 1:30). The
reality foreshadowed by Melchizedek is
Christ, the one who is for ever, first, because
he is the eternal Son, and, second, because by
his incarnation and sacrifice of himself he has
become mankind's high priest, who by the
power of his resurrection from the dead and
the glory of his exaltation to the right hand of
the Majesty on high has redeemed and raised
up with himself our fallen nature. He who
died once for us now lives, never again to die
(Rom 1:4; 6:9; 1 Cor 15:20). The crown has
followed the cross, and it is this power of an
indestructible life which guarantees that he is
indeed our priest for ever."
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