Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 166: Hebrews 7:18-9:5

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 166 — Hebrews 7:18-9:5

Day 826: Hebrews 7:18-25

Verse 18

abétnolg pev yap yivetol Tpoayoong
gvtoAfic oLt 1O avtiic dobeveg Kail
Avopehc,

abetnolg, ewg f nullification, abrogation

Occurs in the NT only here and in 9:26. A
legal term for an annulment.

mpoayw go before; ptc. foregoing, former
évtohn, ng f seev.16

Particularly the legislation regarding the
levitical priesthood and associated sacrifices.

dobevng, e sick, weak, helpless
avogehng, ec  useless(ness)

The law offers no help.

Verse 19

0VdEV YO étehelwoev 6 vouog,
gmetoaywyn 0t Kpelttovog ¢Amidog, die Ng
gyyiCouev 1 Bed.

teheLow make perfect

| Particularly the sacrificial system.

gmewoaywyn, ng f bringing in

gmewoaywyn Oe — the completion of the pev
... O¢ phrase begun in verse 18 concerning
the abrogation of the old.

The comments of Bruce are helpful here. He
says, "The psalmist who cried 'Blessed is he
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered; blessed is the man unto whom the
Lord imputeth not iniquity' (Ps 32:1f) knew
the blessedness of a peaceful conscience; and
his colleague who said, "It is good for me to
draw near unto God' (Ps 73:28), knew that
access to the divine presence was always
available to the man of faith. But these
experiences had nothing to do with the
Levitical ritual or the Aaronic priesthood. The
whole apparatus of worship associated with
that ritual and priesthood was calculated rather
to keep men at a distance from God than to
bring them near. But the 'hope set before us' in
the Gospel is better because it accomplishes
this very thing that was impossible under the
old ceremonial; it enables Christians to 'draw
nigh unto God."" Cf. Rom 8:3.

Calvin comments, "The person who still holds
to or wishes to restore the shadows of the law
not only obscures the glory of Christ but also
deprives us of a tremendous blessing, in that
he puts a distance between us and God, to
approach whom freedom has been granted in
the gospel."

Verse 20

KOELTTWY and KPELOOMWV, OV gen OVOG
better; greater, superior

"The comparison is between the
commandment characteristic of the Law and
the hope characteristic of the Gospel; and not
between the temporal hope of the Law and the
spiritual hope of the Gospel." Westcott

Kal kafs doov o0 ywpig 6pKmUooiog, ol
uev yop xwpig Opkwuooiog eloiv tepetg
YEYOVOTEG,

¢\, wog f hope
éyywCw approach, draw near

As in the case of the promise to Abraham (cf.
6:13ff.), so with priesthood after the order of
Melchizedek (Ps 110:4), the promise was
accompanied by an oath. Hughes comments,
"It is a matter of exceptional significance that
the covenant with Abraham and the
declaration concerning the priestly order of
Melchizedek were both confirmed by God
with an oath, for under these two heads all the
gracious promises and prophecies which
precede the coming of Christ are gathered, and
with the coming of Christ both the evangelical
covenant and the evangelical priesthood burst
into fulfilment."

0600¢, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as

xwpLlg prep with gen without, apart from

opkwuoota, ag f oath, taking of an oath
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"The Law is an expression of the sovereign
power of God Who requires specific
obedience: the oath implies a purpose of love
not to be disturbed by man's unworthiness."
Westcott

kwAvw hinder, prevent
Topaueve remain, continue in office

Verse 24

yveyovoteg  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl
YLVOUOLL

Verse 21

0 6 dLd TO péveLy avTov gig TOV aldva
amopdfotov ExeL TV lepwouvnv:

6 8¢ uetd dpkwuooiag dud Tod Aéyoviog
P0G avTdV, "QUOocEV KUPLOS, Kol OV
uetoueindjoetal, v iepevg eig TOV
aldva,

uevw remain, stay, abide
dmopofatog, ov  permanent,
untransferable

Westcott says that this word implies that
"Christ's Priesthood is His alone, open to no
rival claims, liable to no invasion of its
function.

duooev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s Ouvvw and
ouvoulL swear, make an oath

uetapuehnbioetal  Verb, fut pass dep indic, 3
s uetaueropol change one's mind

tepwovvn, ng f seev.11

Verse 25

Because no oath was attached to the Aaronic
priesthood, so it could be annulled. But, in
contrast concerning the Melchizedekian
priesthood, God has sworn and will not go
back on his word.

00ev kal omlely elg TO movteheg dvvatal
TOVG TPOOEPYOUEVOVS OLe aVTOD TR O,
mavtote LAV elg TO Evvyydvery VITEp
AUTAOV.

Verse 22

katd T0000TO [KOi] KpelTTOVOS dLaBKNg
véyovev £yyvog "Inoodg.

00ev therefore, for which reason

owCw save, rescue

moviehng, e complete; cig to . fully,
completely, forever

TOOOVUTOGC, CLUTN, OUTOV / OUTO correlative
adj so much

KOELTTWV see v.19

otabnkn, ng covenant

"The salvation wrought by Christ reaches to
the last element of man's nature and man's
life." Westcott

A passing mention of 'covenant' before turning
to consider the theme in chapter 8.

véyovev  Verb, perf act indic, 3s yivouat
¢yyvoc, ov m guarantor, guarantee

dvvauol can, be able to

TPOOEPYOUTL come or go to, approach

mavtote always

Caw live, be alive

gvtuyyxavew turn to (God on behalf of),
plead, appeal

Only here in the NT. The term was common
in legal and promissory notes of the period.
"The éyyvog undertakes weightier
responsibility than the peovtng, he is
answerable for the fulfilment of the obligation
which he guarantees." Bruce

"Jesus — the Son of man — having entered into
the presence of God for man is the sure pledge
of the validity of the New Covenant ... A
surety for the most part pledges himself that
something will be: but here the Ascended
Christ witnesses that something is: the
assurance is not simply of the future but of that
which is present though unseen." Westcott

Verse 23

Kal ol uev mheiovég elowy yeyovoTeg tepelg
oL 6 Bavdtw kwhveobol TopauéveLy:

TTAELWV, TTAELOV or JTAEOV more, many, a
larger number

veyovoteg  see v.20

Bavatog, ov m death

"He pleads our cause with the Father (1 John
2:1 Topokintog), and makes the prayers
heard which we know not how to shape."
Westcott. And the Father most willingly
answers these prayers, cf. Rom 8:37.

"His eternal session in heaven, since his
ascension, results in the ceaseless maintenance
of this priestly ministry ... His intercession is
not the humble prayer of a suppliant, but the
confident plea of an advocate. Aaron bore the
names of the children of Israel on the
breastplate of judgement when he went into
the Holy place, for a memorial before the Lord
continually (Ex 28:29). But Jesus, the high
priest of the heavenly sanctuary, lives for ever
to intercede for all time with God himself."
Montifiore

It is impossible to pray for someone and, at the
same time, to forget them. Christ is able to
save because he has his people always and
individually at the centre of his thoughts.
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Day 827: Hebrews 7:26-28

Verses 26-28

These verses focus on the perfection of Jesus'
high priesthood and his self-offering,
preparing the way for an exposition of the
heavenly sanctuary (chapter 8) and of Jesus'
self-sacrifice (chapters 9-10).

Verse 26

ToroDtog yap ULV kal Empemev dpyLepes,
0010g, drkakog, AUOVTOg, KEXWOLOUEVOS
Ao TAOV AUOPTOADY, Kol MPNAOTEQPOS TV
oVPAVAV YEVOUEVOS'

Hughes underlines that this is not a quasi
physical separation, for "the epistle as a whole
... emphasises nearness rather than
remoteness... The separateness of Christ from
sinners of which our author speaks here points
rather to his separation from that which
constitutes them sinners, namely their sin."
Calvin similarly says, "He is described as
separated from us not because he rejects us
from his society, but because he is uniquely
distinguished from us in that he is free from all
defilement."

TOLOVUTOG, OVTT, OUTOV correlative pronoun
and adjective such, of such kind
mpermel impers verb it is fitting, it is proper

VYNAOTEPOG, O, OV higher, above
(comparitive of VYMAog)
ovpavog, ov m heaven

TotoDtog yap ULy kal £mpemev dpyLepels
'such a high priest exactly befitted us,' "that is
to say, answered exactly to the requirements of
the predicament in which we, as fallen
creatures, were placed." Hughes.

Cf2:10. Jesus has inherent fitness for the
office of Mediator unlike the Levitical priests
who were ritually made fit.

This also is an element that enables him to be
the high priest we need for he is our mediator
in the presence of God.

Verse 27

Oc ovk £yeL kabs uépav avdykny, Homep
ol apyLepels, TEATEPOV VITEP TOV LdlwV
auaptidv Bvoiog dvogépely, Emerto TV
100 haoD* todto ydp Emoinoev épdras
£0VTOV AVEVEYKOC.

6010g, a, ov holy

Westcott says that (yLog marks consecration,
devotion; 6010¢ marks a particular moral
position. Hughes remarks that this adjective
has specifically messianic connotations in the
thought of the apostles reflecting Ps 16:10 (see
Acts 2:27; 13:35).

dkokog, ov innocent
daulovtog, ov  pure, undefiled, unstained

Some suggest that these qualities describe
Christ respectively in relation to God, to other
men and to himself. These qualities were
necessary for him to offer the sacrifice of
himself on our behalf (v.27).

KEXWOELOUEVOS  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom s
xwpllw separate; pass. separate
oneself, be separated

auaptwhog, ov  sinful, sinner

"The complete separation of the Lord from
sinners which was realised through His life
(John 14:30) was openly established by His
victory over death at the Resurrection (Acts
2:24); and that victory is the foundation of His
present work." Westcott.

avaykn, ng f necessity

womep as, just as

npotepov adv mpotepov first of all
idLog, 0, ov one's own

auaptia, og £ sin

Bvoia, og f sacrifice

avagepw offer (of sacrifice)
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Many commentators object that the High priest
only offered up sacrifices for himself and then
for the rest of the community once a year on
the day of atonement. Hughes considers the
suggestion that these words may reflect first
century practice but, having considered this
and several other interpretations, concludes, "It
is perhaps best to suppose that our author is
speaking both generally and particularly in this
verse, in such a way that when he says 'daily’
he has in mind the complex daily sacrificial
routine performed by high priest as well as
priests, whereas when he says 'first for his own
sins and then for those of the people' his
thought is moving from the general to the
particular, and is in fact beginning to focus on
that great festival which was the annual
consummation of the whole sacrificial system.
Certainly, from now on, the centre of interest
becomes the significance of the entry of our
Melchizedek into the heavenly holy of holies
once for all, in fulfilment of the typology of
the entry of the Aaronic high priest into the
earthly holy of holies once a year, and his
opening of the way for us into the divine
presence, in contrast to the levitical
dispensation under which the people were
totally excluded from the innermost
sanctuary."

Cf.Ps 110:4.

UETA TOV vOUOV i.e. showing the
imperfection of the law in that the oath
instituted another priesthood.

viov The theme of the Son is central to this
epistle, cf. 1:1,5,8,13; 3:5 etc. Part of the
contrast here is between the plural
AvOpwitovg and the singular vViOv.

tetelewwuévoy  Verb, perf pass ptc, m ace &
n nom/acc s Telelow make perfect

"This verse condenses and recapitulates within
the briefest possible compass the main themes
of the epistle up to this point." Hughes.

Day 828: Hebrews 8:1-6

Verses 1-6

The focus moves onto the theme of the new
Sanctuary. There are not only aspects of
discontinuity but also typological affinities
between the old system of the sanctuary set up
under Moses and the eternal order of
Melchizedek established in Christ.

Verse 1

¢neita then, afterwards
haog, ov m people, a people
¢pamaE adv. once for all time

This, and its simpler form 7T0€ are central
concepts in this epistle. Taken together these
words occur 11 times. £@atag is the more
emphatic form.

Kegdhatov 8¢ £mi tolg heyougvolg,
toroltov Exouev apylepéa, O ékadioey £v
deELd 10D Bpdvov Tfig ueyolwouvng év
Tolg oVPAVOLC,

KEQOAOLOV, OV n main point, summary

govtog, avtn, éovtov  him/herfitself
dvevéykog  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
AVOPEPM

Verse 28

The main point is that "it is precisely such a
high priest that we have: he is real and he is
ours!" Hughes.

TOLOVUTOG, OVTT, OUTOV correlative pronoun
and adjective such, of such kind

écoBioev ... for this phrase, cf. 1:3. The
sense here is that Christ has 'taken his seat'.

6 vouog ydp dvbpwmovg kadiotnouy
apyLepete Exovrtag dodéverav, 6 Adyog &¢
thig Opkwuootog Thig uetd Tov véuov viov
elg TOV aldVO TETENELWUEVOV.

Bpovog, ov m throne
ovpavog, ov m heaven

koBotnue and koBlotovew putin charge,
appoint
dobevewa, ag £ weakness

0l 0povov Thig peyohwovvng év tolg
ovpavolg a reverential periphrasis for God.

"This 'weakness' includes both the actual
limitations of humanity as it is, and the
personal imperfections and sins of the
particular priest." Westcott.

Hughes comments, "Because of their weakness
these former high priests were incapable of
making an atonement infinite in worth and
eternal in its effect."

"Unlike the earthly priesthoods, that of the Son
of God is performed in heavenly glory with a
dignity that is kingly and a power that is
divine." Spicq.

Verse 2

TOV aytwv Aettovpyog kal thg oknviic Tfig
alnOuviic, fiv Emngev 6 kvpLog, ok
GvOpwiog.

Opkwpoota, ag  see v.20

aylog, o, ov holy
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TV AyLwYV is probably to be taken as neuter,
referring to holy things or to the sanctuary. A
number of patristic authors treated it as
masculine, 'among the saints,' or 'a minister of
the saints.'

AeLTovpYOg, ov m servant, minister

"Christ serves though He reigns and reigns in
serving." Westcott. The noun AeLTOVPYOC
specifically designates the priestly minister in
Is 61:6 and Jer 33:21.

oknvn, ng f tent, tabernacle, dwelling
place

"The general thought is that of the immediate
presence of God." Westcott

anbivoc, m, ov real, genuine, true

"In contrast to the perishable tent or tabernacle
which accompanied the Israelites in their
wilderness wanderings, the heavenly reality
into which the ascended Lord has entered is
the genuine sanctuary, the imperishable holy
of holies." Hughes. Cf. 9:24.

Owen interprets the 'true tent' here and 'greater
and more perfect tent' of 9:11 to mean the
body or humanity of Christ. This sense is
unlikely.

"The one sufficient offering was made by
Christ as the condition of entrance into the
sanctuary through His own blood (9:12). On
this His intercession is based. That
intercession knows no end or interruption; and
therefore no second offering is required ...
Many have interpreted the tu of 'the Blood'.
But the Blood was not properly 'offered' in the
Holy of Holies on the Day of atonement (yet
see 9:7). It was used as the means of entrance
and purification. Even so Christ entered into
the Divine Presence through (d10) His own
Blood (9:12), and by that purifies 'the heavenly
things' (9:23) and the people (13:12); but we
do not read that He 'offered' it." Westcott.
Bruce thinks that the aorist TpooeveYKN
indicates a reference to Christ's once-for-all
sacrifice. Montefiore similarly argues that the
offering is past, "Jesus' present ministry in
heaven is intercession, not offering, and so it
was in the past that he had to have had

gmmEev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s mnyvuuL
put up, pitch (a tent)

|Cf. Num 24:6.

Verse 3

710G YOp GEYLEPEVS ELG TO TPOOPEPELY
dMPA te kal Bvoiog kobiotatar: HOgv
avoykotov £xewv Tu kal tobtov O
TTPOOEVEYKT).

npoogepw offer, present

dwpov, ov n gift, offering

Buvoia, ag f sacrifice

kabiotoatal Verb, pres pass indic, 3 s
koOLotnuL see 7:28

60ev  where, from where, therefore, for
which reason

AvOyKoLog, o, OV necessary

mpooeveykn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s
TPOOPEPW

something to offer."

Verse 4

el uév ovv v &l yfic, 0vd* &v fv lepeve,
BVTWV TOV TPOOPEPOVTIWV KATO VOUOV T
ddpa*

yn, yng f earth, land

dv particle indicating contingency

I.e. Christ was not of the tribe of Levi. Cf.
7:14.

vouog, ov m law
dwpPov, oV n see v.3

"The statement in the present tense that 'there
are priests who offer gifts according to the
law,' is another of the indications in this epistle
that the levitical priesthood was still in
existence when it was written, and thus that the
Jerusalem temple was still standing, with the
consequence that the date of composition must
have been prior to AD 70." Hughes.

Verse 5

OlTLVES VITOdELYMOTL KoL OKLO AaTPEVOVOLY
TOV Emovpaviny, kadwe KexonudTLoToL
Mwiiofig uéhhwv émrtelelv TV oknvijv,
Opa vy, gnoiv, mowmoeilg mdvta Kotd TOV
IOV TOV deLyOEvTa cou év T® Bpsel:
oltiveg Pronoun, m nom pl 00TLS, NTLE, O
T who, which
VITOdELY O, TOG n example

|Here, maybe 'plan,’ cf. Ezek 42:15 LXX.

ok, ag f shadow, foreshadowing

|CF. 10:1; Col 2:17.

AaTpEVW  serve, worship
émovpaviog, ov  heavenly
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keyonudtiotor  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s
xonuatiCw instruct, reveal

| Carries the sense of Divine direction.

uehw be going, be about, intend
é¢mtehew complete, accomplish

"ueortng describes the action of Christ at the
establishment of the New Covenant, as £yyvog
(7:22) describes the position which He holds
towards men by assuring them of its validity."
Westcott

Here has the sense of 'put into effect' rather
than 'complete.'

ootig, Nrig, 6 1L who, which
émaryyehla, ag f promise

oknvn, ng f seev.2
Opow see, observe; make sure

The reference here is to Ex. 25:40.

Cf. Jn 1:17. The 'better promises' are those
connected with the New Covenant as
prophecied in Jer 31:31ff — cf. vv8-12.

¢nolv Verb, pres act indic, 3 s ¢nuL say
TUTTOS, oV m pattern, example, type

It is claimed by some that the author of
Hebrews is influenced by Philo, especially in
his contrast between the earthly type and the
heavenly dAnBuvoc. But, as Bruce puts it, the
thought is rather that the whole of the Levitical
order foreshadowed the spiritual order of the
New Covenant (cf. 10:1). The new not only
replaces the old, it fulfils it, for the old was
designed to point to the reality of the new.

vevouobétntal  Verb, pluperfect pass indic,
3 s vouoBeteouol be given the law; be
based on

Westcott prefers 'enacted." Hughes says the
meaning is 'legally secured.'

Day 829: Hebrews 8:7-13

Verses 7-13

oeLyBévia  Verb, aor pass ptc, m acc s
oelkvuw  show
0p0g, OVG N mountain

Against the suggestion that the author of this
Epistle is influenced by Philo, Hughes
comments "It is idle to inquire concerning the
manner in which Moses was shown the pattern
of the tabernacle at Sinai... The instructions
Moses received on the mountain were
followed in the construction of the tabernacle,
but we may be sure that we who live after the
advent of Christ have a clearer comprehension
of its typological significance than he had,
man of faith though he was (11:23ff.; cf. 1 Pet
1:10-12)."

"The teaching of the prophets bears witness to
the superiority of the New order over the Old...
for if the first Covenant had completely
fulfilled the purpose to which a Covenant
between God and man is directed, then there
would have been no room for another."
Westcott

Verse 7

Ei ydp 1 mowtn éketvn fv duensttog, ovk
av devtépag £intelto 10mog”

mpwtog, M, ov first
ékeLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that
adueumtog, ov blameless, faultless

Verse 6

The fault lay not with the Covenant itself but
with those who received it as is clear from the
opening words of the next verse.

vuV[i] 8¢ dLaOPWTEPOG TETUYEV
AeLtovpyiag, 0w kol kpelTTovog E0TLY
dtadfkng ueottng, fitig émi kpelttooLY
gmaryyehiong vevouoOgtntat.

devtepog, o, ov  second
Cntew seek, search for, look for
T0TTOG, ov m place, opportunity

vuvil (originally an emphatic form of vuv)
now

On this phrase, cf. 12:17; Rom 12:19; Acts
25:16.

The force is primarily logical rather than
temporal.

Verse 8

OLOPOPWTEPOS, O, OV  superior, far
superior (comp. of dLaopog)

tétvyxev Verb, perf act indic, 3 s TUyYOVQD
obtain, receive

Aettovpyla, ag f service

600¢, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as

KOELTTWV see 7:19

otabnkn, ng covenant

ueottng, ov m mediator, intermediary

UEUPOUEVOS YOO aDTOVG Aéyet, IOV
Nnuépor Epxovtar, Aéyer kKVPLOG, Kal
ovvteréom ¢mi TOV otkov “TopomA kol €l
1OV otkov "Tovdo dLodriknv Koy,

uewpouor  find fault with, blame
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The variants a0tovg (8* A D it et al) and
avtolg (p*® x° B D° Byz et al) are fairly evenly
supported. Metzger reports of the UBS
Committee that "Observing the direction in
which scribal corrections moved, a majority of
the Committee preferred the reading avtovg."
Hughes argues that a0Tol1g makes more sense
in context. He argues that God does not find
fault with them but with the covenant and so
reads, 'for he finds fault (i.e. with the first
covenant) when he says fo them...' The point,
however, is arguable.

This follows the LXX, but the Hebrew has the
verb D¥3 which is normally rendered "I was
husband (or lord) to them." However, it is
argued by Delitzsch and others that 593 with
the preposition 2 carries the force 'l rejected; |
was displeased with, grew weary of them.'

| The quote that follows if from Jer 31:34fF

ovviehew complete, finish, bring about,
establish

The promise of the New Covenant provides

remedy for the weaknesses of the Old in that it

includes:

i) The implanting of God's law in the heart;

ii) Knowledge of God as a matter of personal
experience;

ii1) The blotting out of sins.

| It will be entirely of God's doing.

Verse 10

oikog, ov m house, household, people
‘Toudo. Noun, gen's Tovdog

It will result in a united people of God, a
covenant characterised by reconciliation.

oLabnkn, ng see v.6
KOLVOG, 1, OV new

OtL atitn M dLadrikn fiv drabroonat T
otk Topanh uetd Tig Huépag ékelvag,
AyeL KpLog, SLd0VE VOUOVS LoV Elg TNV
dudvolov avTdV, kol £l kopdiog adTdV
gmypdpw avtovg, kal foouat avTolg eig
0£ov kal avtol oovtal pou eig Aadv.

"In 12:24 we read dL00nkn vea. The
distinction between koLvog and veog is clearly
marked in the NT usage. Kowvog expresses
that which is new in regard to what has
preceded, is novel in character or unused;
veog that which is new in regard to its own
being, as having been in existence but a short
time." Westcott

dwabnoopar  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 1 s
olotfepor - make (of covenants)

UETOL TOAG NUEPAS €KELVOE corresponds to
'last days' of 1:2.

dLdovg  Verb, pres act ptc, mnom s dLOWL
vouog, ov m law

Verse 9

The plural emphasises the detail, i.e. there will
not merely be a general desire to please but a
concern for detailed obedience.

oV Katd TV dtabnkny fjv éroinoa tolg
TOTPAOLY AVTAV £V NuéPQ Emhafousvou
wov Tfig %eLpog avTdVv EEayoyety odTovg
¢k yfic Alyvmrov, dtL avtol ovk évéueLvay
év 1fj dLabrikn wov, Kayw Hjuénoa adtdv,
AEyeL KVPLOC.

otavola.  mind, understanding, intentions
kapdLa, ag f heart

Cf.2 Cor 3:3

gmuypagw  write on orin

é¢mhofouévov  Verb, aor midd dep ptec, m &
ngens émhaupavonar take hold of,
sieze

xevp, xewpog f hand

gEayoryelv  Verb, aor act infin é€ayw lead
or bring out

yn, yng f earth, land

"The law which formerly was external and
accusing now becomes internal, an element of
the redeemed nature, and a delight to fulfil."
Hughes.

goopor  Verb, fut indic, 1's gipt
g¢oovtatl  Verb, fut indic, 3 pl eiut
Aaog, ov m people, a people

Verse 11

"The Old Covenant is connected with the first
formation of the nation and with that sovereign
display of God's power by which he separated
externally a people from the world." Westcott

évéuelvay  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl €uuevvem
remain faithful to, obey

kdyw a compound word = kal £yw

duekew disregard, reject

kol ov ui) SLdGEWOLY £KaoTog TOV TTOALTNV
avtod kal £kaotog TOV Adehpov avtoD,
AMywv, TvdOL 1oV kOpLov, 8T Tdvieg
eldfoovoiv pe 4o ukpod fmg ueydlov
avTAV.

AOAGEWOLY  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl 000K
teach

£K00TOC, 1, OV each, every

TOALTNG, oV m citizen, fellow-citizen

yv@®OL  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 S YLVWOK®

mdvteg  Adjective, m nom pl 0g
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eldrfjoovolv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl oida
know, understand

utkpog, o, ov little, small, insignificant

¢wg prep with gen to, as far as

ueyog, ueyohn, ueyo large, great

Verse 1

Elye uév odv [kail] 1) TowTn StKompoto
Aatpeiog O e dylov KoouLkdv.

One mark of the New Covenant is that there is
no priestly or privileged class. All have
immediate knowledge of God, from the least
to the greatest.

elye Verb, imperf act indic, 3 s &y
TPWTOG, M, OV  see 8:7

|ﬁ mpot refers to dLoONKN

dlkatwua, Tog n regulation, requirement
Aatpewa, ag f service, worship

Verse 12

1L Thewe €oonar talg adikiong ovTdV, Kal
TOV QUOPTLOV aOTOV 00 Ui uvnodd Eti.

thewg, wv merciful

goouat seev.10

adikra, ag £ wrongdoing, evil, sin

auaptia, og £ sin

uvnoBbd Verb, aor pass subj, 1 s
utpwvnokopotr  remember, call to mind

¢t still, yet

"What follows is, in fact, an explanation of
these 'regulations for worship,' with particular
reference to the parallels and contrasts
between them and the high-priestly ministry of
Christ." Hughes.

aylog, o, ov holy, consecrated

"The singular T0 GyLov is the sense of the
sanctuary is not found elsewhere in the NT."
Westcott

KOoWULkog, 1, ov worldly; man-made

"The New Covenant ... rests upon forgiveness
on the part of God, not on performance on the
part of men. Its foundation is grace and not
works (Jhn 1:17)." Westcott. The new
covenant has its focus in the perfect atoning
work of Christ, "this forgiving and reconciling
mercy has been procured for us by the high-
priestly mediation of our Saviour Christ."
Hughes.

Here bears the sense 'belonging to this world.'

Verse 2

oknvn Yo kateokevdodn 1 wowtn év f
Te Auyvio kol 1) Tpdatela kai 1) mpobeoig
OV dptwv, ftig Aéyetal Ay

Verse 13

oknvn, ng f tent, tabernacle

KOTeEoKeVAoOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
kataokevalw prepare, construct,
furnish

&v T® Myewv Kouviv memoloimkev Tiv
TOWTNV* TO 8¢ TOAALOVUEVOV Kl
yNeGokov éyyvg dgpoviopod.

1 w1 here means the outer tent, i.e. the
holy place rather than the holy of holies.

KOLVOG, M, OV see v.8

nemalaimkev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s
maAalow  make or declare old or
obsolete

TOWTOG, M, OV see v.7

ynoookw become old, age

¢yyvg adv near

deoviouog, ov m disappearing,
destruction

Moyvia, og f lampstand, stand
toomeCa, ng f table, food, meal; bank
mpobeoie, ewg f something set forth;

dptot tng . bread offered to God
dptog, ov m bread, a loaf

Further evidence that Hebrews was written
before 70 AD — the temple and its sacrifices
were still continuing, though declared
obsolete. Cf. 13:10.

"After 4TV several witnesses (B copfay

eth™) add kat To ypvoovv BupaTneLov, and
in verse 4, instead of ypovoouvv €yovoa
BuuratnoLov kot the same witnesses read
only €xovoa. The transposition was obviously
made in order to remove the difficulty
concerning the author's statement regarding
the location of the golden altar of incense in
the Tabernacle." Metzger Textual
Commentary

Day 830: Hebrews 9:1-5

Chapter 9

ootig, Ntig, 6 Tt who, which

Verse 3

UETA B¢ TO SEVTEPOV KATOTTETOOUO OKNVI 1)
Aeyouévn Aywo Ayiwv,

Verses 1-10 describe in summary the features
of Old Testament worship. Verses 11-26
contrast this with the work of Christ. Verses
1-5 focus on the Tabernacle

"This is the only place in which peta is used
in this local sense in the NT." Westcott

OevuTEPOGS, O, OV  see 8:7
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"No other, or first, curtain has been mentioned
by our author, but he has two in mind, the first
being the curtain to which one entering the
tabernacle would come as he passed from the
courtyard into the holy place. To move on
further into the innermost sanctuary of the holy
of holies he would have to pass through a
second curtain." Hughes.

KOTOITETAOUQ, TOS n  curtain

Ayia Ayuwv —'Holy of Holies' or 'most holy
place’'

Verse 4

yovoolv &xovoa BuuoTipLov Kol TV
KLBWTOV Thig dLabnkng meplkekoaMUUEvny
dvtodev ypvoiw, v N otduvog yovof
Eyovoa O pndvva kai 1 OaRdog Aapwv 1
Braotrioaoa koi ol wAdkes ThHg dadfkng,

¥pvoovg, 1, ovv made of gold, golden
Buwatnolov, ov n altar of incense

Buwatnorov means literally, 'place where
incense is burnt'. It is used in the LXX with
the meaning "censer" but not of the incense
altar. Some argue that the reference here is
therefore to the golden censer used on the day
of atonement which was taken within the veil
(so AV which reads 'the golden censer").
However, Westcott argues it is unlikely that
the altar of incense would have been omitted
from the description. He suggests "The Altar
of incense bore the same relation to the Holy
of Holies as the Altar of burnt offering to the
Holy Place. It furnished in some sense the
means of approach to it. Indeed the substitute
of éyovoa for €v 1iév 1) (v.2) itself points
clearly to something different from mere
position." A similar assertion that the altar of
incense belonged to the holy of holies, though
it was situated outside the curtain, is found in
Keil and Delitsch and is favoured by Spicq and
Hughes. The latter cites Rev 3:8f as reflecting
a similar understanding of the doctrinal
association of the altar of incense with the
throne of God.

kipwtog, ov f ark, box

mepikekolvupévny  Verb, perf pass pte, £
acc s JEPIKAAVTTTW COver, cover over

maviofev adv on all sides

¥xpvolov, ov n gold

The OT mentions only the two tables of the
law as being in the ark but this does not mean
that the other things which were placed before
the ark were not later put inside for safe
keeping, particularly as it was moved.

The ark and its contents disappeared with the
destruction of Solomon's temple in 587 BC.
The holy of holies in NT times was empty.

otouvog, ov f jar

[Cf. Rev 2:17

papdog, ov f stick, rod
Braotioaoa  Verb, aor act ptc, f nom s
prootavw  sprout

The divine proof of Aaron's exclusive right to
the priesthood.

Hughes comments, "Though the wilderness
manna and Aaron's rod have perished long
since, the Christian who overcomes is
promised that he will be given 'the hidden
manna' to eat (Rev 2:17), that heavenly
nourishment with which God eternally sustains
his faithful servants. And through union with
Christ he whose life previously was productive
only of dead works (Heb 6:1) is now enabled
to bring forth much good fruit to the glory of
God (Jn 15:4,5,8; Gal 5:22f.). The same
power that caused Aaron's rod to bud, blossom
and bear fruit (Num 17) is even more
powerfully at work in his experience."

mAE, whaktog f tablet

Verse 5

Vepdivo 8¢ avtiic Xepovpiv dGENG

KoTooktdCovra tO thaotiolov: mepl OV

ovk oty vV AéyeLy KaTd puéPoc.

vepavw prep with gen far above; above,
over

"Not simply 'glorious Cherubim,' as if the
epithet characterised their nature, but
'Cherubim of glory' ministering to the divine
revelation. The divine glory, the revelation of
God's majesty was in a peculiar sense
connected with them. God revealed Himself
'from between them'." Westcott

kataoklalw overshadow
thaotnplov, ov n atoning sacrifice, place
where sins are forgiven
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The Hebrew word kapporeth which this
translates means simply 'cover.' Hughes
comments, "This Hebrew word was
descriptive in a literal sense, because, as we
have seen, the mercy seat exactly covered the
ark of the covenant. But it may well also have
had a symbolical significance from the earliest
times in that, as Westcott and others have
pointed out, it was interposed between the
tables of the law contained in the ark, by
which the sinner stood condemned, and the
glory of God's holy presence. This is certainly
the implication of the Greek tAaOTNELOV,
which means a place of propitiation. On the
great annual Day of Atonement the
culminating moment of propitiation and
reconciliation came when the high priest, on
entering the holy of holies, sprinkled the blood
of atonement on the mercy seat in the
awesome presence of God's glory (Lev
16:144f.). It may reasonably be assumed that
the same association between the atoning
blood of sacrifice and the mercy of God was in
the mind of the Psalmist when he exclaimed:
'Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to
whom the Lord imputes no iniquity' (Ps
32:1f)). For the Christian, the rightness of
linking the blood of atonement which was
shed at Calvary with the mercy of God is
confirmed both in the argument our author is
about to develop (see vv 11ff. below) and in
the only other place in the New Testament
where the noun 1AaoTNELOV occurs, namely
Romans 3:25, a passage in which Paul applies
the term directly to Christ: God, says the
Apostle, set Christ Jesus forth 'to be a
propitiation, through faith, by his blood'
(ERF)."

uepog, ovg n part; in part; Kata nuePog in
detail

Hughes warns against excessive detailed
allegorising of the minutiae of the tabernacle
with examples by way of warning from
medieval commentators.
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