Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 168: Hebrews 10:11-11:7

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 168 — Hebrews 10:11-11:7

Day 836: Hebrews 10:11-18

Verse 11

Kal mog uev igpevg £otnkev kobe uépav
AeLTOVPYOV Kol TG a0Tog TOAMAKLG
TpoopEpwv Buoilog, aitiveg oVdEmoTe
dUVOVTAL TEPLEAETY AUAPTIOC.

lepgve, ewg m  priest
gotnkev Verb, Perf act indic, 3 s totnut  pf
stand

Cf. 10:1, 14 and 7:3. Does the phrase €ig T0
dmvekng belong with wpooeveykag or
¢kaBLoev? Westcott argues the former, saying
that "The connexion of €ig T0 dinvekng with
the following ékaBuoev is contrary to the
usage of the Epistle; it obscures the idea of the
perpetual efficacy of Christ's one sacrifice."
Tasker disagrees saying that Westcott's claims
are "excessive."

kaOLLw sit down, take one's seat

Cf. Deut 10:8; 18:7. "The idea of 'standing' is
that of a work still to be done, of service still
to be rendered, of homage still to be paid."
Westcott

"A seated priest is the guarantee of a finished
work and an accepted sacrifice." Bruce

Aettovpyew  serve, worship

0eklog, a, ov right, deEvo right hand

Verse 13

"They not only 'stand ministering,' but 'stand
ministering daily.! They had ministered
yesterday; but today they must minister again,
and again they must minister tomorrow and the
next day — so long as the legal dispensation
continues. Every day they began afresh, as if
nothing had yet been done." John Brown

1O MoLtov £kdexduevog Emg TeDOLY oL
£x0pol avtod VIomddLoV TOV TOdDV
avtod-

molhaklg often, repeatedly, frequently

mpoogepw offer, present

Bvola, ag f see 9:6

60TIg, NTIg, O L see v.8

ovdemoTe  never

dvvauor be able to, be capable of

mepLerely  Verb, aor act infin stepLOLOEW
take away, remove

Aoutog, 1, ov rest, remaining: (10)
houtov adv. henceforth, from now on

ékdeyouat wait for, expect

¢wg conj until, while

teb®oLv  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl TOnuL
place, set

¢x0pog, a, ov enemy, one hated

vmomodiov, ov n footstool

movg, modog m foot

An echo of Ps 110:1, cf. also Heb 2:8.

"Man is, so to speak, wrapped up in sin. He
weaves, as it were, in action ... a terrible robe
for himself ... This enveloping shroud, no part
of his true self, has to be stripped off (2 Cor
3:16)." Westcott

Verse 12

obtog 8¢ pbov Ve AUaPTLOV
mpooeveykag Ouolav eig 1O dunvekeg
gkdBioev €v deELd Tol OgoD,

elg, wa, €v gen €vog, wag, £Vog one,
single

mpooeveykag Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
TOOCPEPW

dunvekng, e continuous; eig to 6. for all
time; perpetually
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Hughes comments, "The complete defeat of
his enemies is assured, for the supreme
exaltation by which the redeption he
accomplished on earth as the incarnate Son has
been crowned spells the doom of every
opponent of his authority. Indeed, the coming
of the Son into the world is already his
overcoming of the world (Jn 16:33)." Hughes
continues by quoting PT Forsyth, "The
absolute ultimate judgment of the world took
place in Christ's death. There God spoke his
last word — His last endless word. The last
moral reality is there, the last standard, the last
judgment. The last judgment is behind us.
The true judgment-seat of Christ, where we
must all appear, is the Cross... We do not
realise that the prince of this world has been
finally judged, and that we live in a saved
world only because we live in a judged
world... Christ is not Judge merely at some
future coming. He is eternal Judge in His
great work as the Crucified, a work historic yet
timeless and final. In him the prince of this
world has been finally and effectively judged,
and the absolute condemnation passed. Satan
then fell from his heaven. The absolute and
irreversible judgment was passed upon evil.
There too, the judgment of our sins fell once
for all on the Holy One and the Just. The
judgment Christ exercises stands on the
judgment He endured. He assumes judgment
because He absorbed it. Salvation and
judgment are intertwined..."

ii) Those many people who are, throughout
this Gospel age, coming to know Christ

and are sanctified in him.
Westcott combines the two saying it refers to

"all who from time to time realise
progressively in fact that which has been
potentially obtained for them." John Flavel
focuses on the latter sense, saying it implies
"that the oblation made unto God by Jesus
Christ is of unspeakable value, and everlasting
efficacy, to perfect all them that are, or shall be
sanctified, to the end of the world." (Works,
Vol 1, p.595).

Verses 15-18

"The apostle goes back in conclusion to the
testimony of the prophet from which he
commenced his exposition of the high-priestly
and sacrificial service of the New Covenant."
Westcott

Verse 15

MoaopTtupel 8¢ fulv kal 1o mvedua 1o dyrov:
UETA YOO TO elpnkéval,

Verse 14

"The reintroduction of this quotation with the
assurance that it is in truth the witness of the
Holy Spirit has the effect of clinching and
bringing to its conclusion the long argument
regarding the nature of Christ's high
priesthood and the perfection and finality of
his atoning sacrifice, whereby the new
covenant is brought to fulfilment." Hughes.

W Yoo TPoo@opd Teteleiwkey elg TO
dinvekeg Tovg AyLalouévouc.

uapTvpew bear witness, testify, affirm
glpnkévar  Verb, perf act infin Aeyw

Verse 16

elg, uLa, £v see v.12
tetelelwkev  Verb, perfact indic, 3 s
tedetow make perfect, complete

"It is significant that Christ Himself is said to
perfect 'the offering': it is not said that 'the
offering' perfects. His action is personal in the
application of His own work. The importance
of this form of expression appears from the
language used of the Law: 7:19 o0dev
gtelewwoev 6 vouog. Cf. 9:9; 10:1. In the
case of the Levitical institution the action of
the appointed ministers fell into the
background." Westcott

AV 1) dLadfkn fiv drabricopal TPoOg
avTovg ueTd Tag Nuépag gketvag, Aéyel
KVPLOC, ALOOVEC VOUOVS oV ETtl Kopdiog
ovTOV, Kal £t TV didvolov avTdv
gmuypdpw avtovg,

Cf. 8:10 — part of a fuller quotation from Jer.
31:31-34 in Heb 8:8-12.

Verse 17

Kol TOV GUapTIdV avTdV Kol TV
avouldv avtdv o ur wvnodroouor #tL.

Cf. 8:12

olmvekng, €g  see v.12
aywolw seev.10

Here we have the present continuous in

contrast to the Aorist participle of 10:10. It

may mean either:

i) Those who are undergoing the progressive
experience of sanctification — to be
completed in glory;

avoua, ag f wickedness, lawlessness,
sin

uvnobroouar Verb, fut pass dep indic, 1 s
wuvnokoupotr  remember, call to mind
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Here pvnobnoouat rather than the LXX
wvnobw which is also in 8:12. oV un uvnodw
focuses on the single act of forgetting while
uvnobnoopar carries the forgetfulness to an
endless future.

Verse 19

"Exovteg o0V, ddehgol, moppnoiav eig Tiv
gloodov @V aylwv év 1 dipatt "Incod,

Verse 18

Omov 6t Gpeolg TOVTWY, OVKETL TPOOPOPN
TEPL AUAPTIOC.

omov adv. where
dgeole, swg T see 9:22

"The consequences of sin are threefold: debt
which requires forgiveness, bondage which
requires redemption, alienation which requires
reconciliation ... The words dgeoLg, dgLeval
express the first idea: comp Matt 18:27, 32,
35." Westcott

"The manner in which our author addresses his
readers as brethren is particularly appropriate
at this juncture as he solemnly urges them to
give proof of their faith by acting upon it, for it
shows that he admonishes them not as their
judge but as their brother or fellow Christian
and thus that he is confident that a genuine
work of God has taken place in their midst."
Hughes.

moppnola, og f openness, boldness,
assurance

ovketl, adv no longer, no more
npoogopa, ac f offering, sacrifice

"If, as seems to be the case, those to whom this
letter is addressed have been swayed by
enticements to return to or compromise with a
purified type of Judaism, they cannot now,
after the full and careful instruction our author
has given them, pretend to be ignorant that any
reversion to the shadowy forms and sacrifices
of the Mosaic law can only mean the negation
of the Christian gospel. There follows,
approximately, a prolonged and powerful
exhortation to lay firm hold of the blessings of
the new covenant which God has made
available to them through the mediation of
Jesus Christ, our sole Redeemer and Lord."
Hughes.

The gospel which reconciles gives bold access
to God, as children to a Father, "...boldness
despite the frankest recognition of our sins,
comp 3:6; 4:16." Westcott. Hughes
comments, "The freedom of access into the
presence of God Guaranteed by the gospel,
furthermore, contrasts strikingly with the
exclusion of the people from the most holy
place where the glory of the Lord rested upon
the mercy seat." Cf. Eph 3:12.

eloodog, ov f entrance
atpo, atog f see 9:12

Verse 20

fiv évekaivioey UtV 680V TEOOPATOV Kol
Tdoov oLd ToD KOTATETAoUOTOG, TOUT®
£o0TLv Thig oopKoOg 0vToD,

Day 837: Hebrews 10:19-25

Hebrews 10:19-39

évekalvioev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
éykalviCw inaugurate, open

0d0g, ov f way

TPOOPATOS, OV hew, not previously
available

"Although various appeals to the readers have
been made during the main doctrinal section,
the concluding chapters contain Christian
advice about various issues of practical life.
There are extended passages on faith and
discipleship.”

In the rest of chapter 10 "The writer sets out
the privileges and responsibilities of the
Christian life (10:19-25). This leads into
another solemn warning passage (10:26-31)
and a reminder of the value of past Christian
experience (10:32-39)." Guthrie

A word not found elsewhere in the New
Testament.

"It is ever new, inasmuch as, unlike the old
imperfect way, it never becomes old and
obsolete (cf. 8:13)." Hughes.

Cooav  Verb, pres act ptc, faccs Cow live,
be alive

The way is Christ himself. It is 'living' by
virtue of his endless life. Cf. Jn 14:6.

KOTOTTETOOUA, TOG N curtain

The curtain which barred access into the
presence of God under the Old Covenant is
replaced by Christ himself who provides
access as Mediator of the New Covenant. The
way that was closed is now open.

0apE, oapkog £ flesh, human nature
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Westcott understands 00p& of 'human nature'
and believes that the phrase qualifies 660V
rather than kotameTOOU0TOS — Jesus' human
nature is the way of access through the veil
into God's presence. "It was by the 'way of
His flesh,' by a way which lay in His
humanity, that Christ entered through the veil
after the offering of Himself as a High-priest
able to sympathise with men. And it is by
virtue of His humanity, and sprinkled with His
blood, that Christians come before God."
Hughes says that the Greek does not lend itself
to this interpretation. Rather, he quotes with
approval John Owen who says that the
significance of the ananlogy between the
curtain of the tabernacle and the flesh (i.e.
human person) of Jesus "is only this, that by
virtue of the sacrifice of Christ, wherein his
flesh was torn and rent, we have a full entrance
into the holy place [meaning, as the context
shows, the most holy place], such as would
have been of old upon the rending of the veil."

Westcott says, "faith which has reached its
mature vigour." But the sense seems rather,
the full assurance which comes from faith:
faith itself is weak, the assurance is in its
object.

moTLS, ewg f faith

pepavtiopévol  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom
pl pavtilw sprinkle

ovveldnolg, ewg f conscience

TOVNPOGS, O, ov evil, bad

Aehovouévolr  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
Movw wash, bathe

owua, T0g n  body

VOWP, VdaTOg n water

koBapog, o, ov pure, clean

Verse 21

kol tepéa péyav &t Tov otkov Tod g0,

lepevg, ewg m  priest
ueyog, ueyoAn, ueyo large, great

Westcott says that this is not meant as an
alternative form to Gy LEEEVS but that "The
epithet great describes the sovereign power of
our Priest."

oikog, ov m house, household

"The House of God includes the whole
Christian economy both in its earthly and in its
heavenly elements; in its organisation and its
members. The Church on earth, so far as it has
a true existence, lives by its embodiment of the
heavenly idea." Westcott. Cf. 3:6.

Hughes comments, "As under the old system
the priests drew near in the person of him who
was their high priest, so now in the person of
our unique High Priest we have priestly access
into the sanctuary of God's presence. Thus
Peter teaches that Christians constitute 'a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ' (1 Pet
2:5). And as at their consecration the levitical
priests were washed with water and sprinkled
with the blood of sacrifice (Ex 29:4, 21), so
now sprinkling and washing are obligatory for
all who belong to this 'holy priesthood.' In this
connection, the fact that the altar of sacrifice,
where the blood of the victims was shed, and
the laver, containing the water used for
washing by the priests, were closely associated
with each other in the court of the tabernacle is
particularly significant (see Ex 40:29-32)."
Hughes follows Westcott and Bruce in seeing
here an allusion to baptism but rejects
Westcott's suggestion that there is also an
allusion to the eucharist.

Verse 22

Verse 23

mpooepywueda uetd dAnbiviic kapdiag év
TANPEOQOPLN ToTEWS, PEPUVTLOUEVOL TOG
Kapdtag dmd ovveldioews Tovnedg Kal
Aehovouévor TO odua Vot kadopd:

katéywuev v ouoroyiov tiig éAmidog
Aakhv], Totog yap O Emayyelhduevog:

kateyw hold fast, keep
ouohoyla, og f confession, profession

"These privileges of Christians are to be used.
They must personally exercise their right of
access to God." Westcott

Westcott thinks that this term was used
especially of the profession of faith that
accompanied baptism.

TPOOEPYOUOL come or go to, approach

é\tig, 1bog f hope

For the use of this verb in connection with
approach to God cf. 1 Peter 2:4.

aAnbivog, m, ov real, genuine, true

"A heart which expresses completely the
devotion of the whole person to God. There is
no divided allegiance: no reserve of feeling."
Westcott

Cf. 6:18. This 'hope' is that of perfect
communion with God in glory. "The
resurrection of Christ is the pledge of its
fulfilment (1 Peter 1:3, 21)." Westcott.

akhvng, eg  without wavering, firmly

The word occurs here only in the NT.

mAnpogopta, ag f full assurance

motog, M, ov faithful, trustworthy, reliable
grmoryyelthduevog  Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m
nom s £mwayyeAlopal promise
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"The fidelity of God is not only the sure
ground of our confidence but ... it challenges
our fidelity." Westcott

Tig, TL acc Twvd, T gen Tvdg dat TLvi
enclitic pronoun and adj anyone, a
certain

Verse 24

Kal kotavoduey dAAihovg eig
TOPOEVOUOV AYATING Kal KOADV Eoywv,

Some had fallen into the habit of absenting
themselves from the meetings of the church,
perhaps because of the threat of persecution.

"As has frequently been observed, the first
appeal (v. 22) is related to faith, the second (v
23) to hope, and the third (v 24) to love (cf. 1
Cor 13:13)." Hughes.

katavoew consider, think of, observe

Christians are not to be those who 'mind their
own business' (though cf. 1 Thess 4:11).

mapakolew exhort, encourage

TOOOVTOG, QUTY, OUTOV / OVUTO correlative
adj so much

ualiov adv more

0600¢, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as, how far

Pfremw see

¢yyWCw approach, draw near

dANAwvV, olg, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

TOPOEVONOS, OV m encouragement;
sharp agreement or disagreement

Cf Acts 15:39. Of mapoyvouov dyamng
Westcott says, "The combination has a
startling sound. Christians are to be roused,
provoked, but to love."

Westcott distinguishes koha éoya from
dyaba ¢pya saying that the former are "Works
which by their generous and attractive
character win the natural admiration of men ...
Compare Matt 5:16."

Verse 25

wn éykotaAeimovieg TV Emouvaywynv
£oVTOV, Kabwg £00g TLoly, dALN
TOPAKAAOTVTES, Kal TooOUTw WdAhov How
BAémete EyyiCovoav v fuépav.

Hughes comments, "When spoken of in this
absolute manner, 'The Day' can mean only the
last day, that ultimate eschatological day,
which is the day of reckoning and judgment,
known as the Day of the Lord (cf. 1 Cor 3:13;
Acts 2:20; 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Thess 2:2; 2 Peter
3:10,12; Mt 7:22; 10:15; 11:22,24; 24:36; Mk
13:32; Lk 10:12; 17:26,30,31; 21:34; Jn 6:39;
Phil 1:6,10; 2:16; 1 Cor 1:8; 5:5; 2 Cor 1:14;
Jude 6; Rev 6:17)."

And F F Bruce comments, "The period
between the first advent of Christ and His
parousia is the end-time, the 'last days', the 'last
hour." Whatever the duration of the period
may be, for faith 'the time is at hand' (Rev 1:3).
Each successive Christian generation is called
upon to live as the generation of the end-time,
if it is to live as a Christian generation."

The pain of relating to others whose
imperfections are as great as one's own, and
indeed mirror one's own, is sometimes so
sharp that we wish only to shut ourselves away
from fellowship. That is not an option open to
the Christian.

Day 838: Hebrews 10:26-31

Verses 26-31

éycotalewtw forsake, abandon; leave
behind
gmovvaywyn, ng £ assembling, gathering

The verbal form £miovvayw occurs 7 times in
the NT: of crowds gathered around Jesus (Mk
1:33; Lk 12:1); in Jesus' words concerning
Jerusalem — how he would have gathered them
(Matt 23:37 (twice); Lk 13:34); of the end of
the age when the elect are gathered together
(Matt 24:31; Mk 13:27). The noun occurs
only once apart from this verse, and that is in 2
Thess 2:1 of our being gathered to Christ when
he returns. In every instance, the word is used
of being gathered together around the Lord
Jesus.

These verses speak of a settled state of
rebellion rather than a fall into sin. "It must be
observed that the argument assumes that the
sacrifice of Christ is finally rejected, and sin
persisted in (Guaptovoviwv). The writer
does not set limits to the efficacy of Christ's
work for the penitent." Westcott

Verse 26

‘Ekovolwg yop GuapTavovimv Hudv Hetd
1O Mafely v éniyvwoly Tiic dAndeiog,
OVKETL TTEPL APOPTLOV drtoheimetal Ovoio,

gkovolws  willingly; deliberately
auaptovew  sin, commit sin

govtog, avtn, eovtov  him/herlitself
¢0oc, ovg n custom, practice

"The phrase includes two distinct elements, the
voluntariness, that is the realised
consciousness of the sin, and the habitual
indulgence in the sin. Such a sin involves
apostasy from Christ." Westcott

Mafelv  Verb, aor act infin Aappovw
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gmyvwolg, ewg £ knowledge, recognition

"The use of the compound phrase (AafieLv Tnv
émuyv.) for the simple verb ... brings out the
double aspect of the knowledge as God's gift
and man's acquisition... In gaining it man is
active and yet it is not from him." Westcott

"The reference, as marked by the clause €1
dvowv 1j ToLowy w. dod. (Deut 17:6),
appears to be to the specific warning against
idolatry (Deut 17:2ff)." Westcott

andera, ag f truth

OVKETL see v.18

dmokeltw leave behind; pass. remain
Buvoia, ag f sacrifice, victim

dmobvnokw die, face death

Verse 29

If the one sacrifice for sin is rejected, there is
no other. "They have wilfully cut themselves
off from the sole means of forgiveness and
reconcilation." Hughes.

mdow dokelTe yelpovog AELwboeTaL
TLwplag 6 TOV Viov Tod Bgod
kotamotioag, kal TO alpa The drodkng
Kowov fiynodiuevog &v @ fytdodn, kal to
mvedua thig xdprtog évupploag;

Verse 27

poPepd 68 TIg £kdoyT Kplotwe kal TVPOg
Cfihog €00tery puéhhovtog Tovg
VITEVAVTLOVG.

000G, M, ov how much(?)

dokew think, suppose

XELOWV, OV gen OVOG WOISe, more severe

dEwwbnoetol  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s
dElow consider worthy

TLuwpla, ag £ punishment, penalty

pofepog, a, ov fearful, terrifying

[Cf v3l

"It expresses simply the notion of retributive
punishment in regard to the offence."
Westcott

Tig see v.25

"The rhetorical use of the indefinite Tig gives a
solemn awe to the statement. The fact that the
expectation cannot be exactly defined
necessarily makes it more impressive."
Westcott

kotamotew trample on, trample under
foot

éxdoym, ne f expectation, prospect

| The noun occurs here only in the NT

kplolg, ewg f judgement
mvp, og n fire
Cnhog, ov m, and ovg n zeal, jealousy

The words mvupog Tnhog are adapted from Is
26:11, cf. Zeph 1:18. "The word Tnhog
suggests the thought of love which has been
wronged, just as TV describes one aspect of
the Divine Nature: cf. 12:29." Westcott

Hughes comments, "To trample the Son of
God under foot implies, within the context of
our epistle, the sneering rejection of Jesus as
the Son in whom God has spoken and enacted
his final redeeming word to mankind, through
whom the world was created, and by whose
powerful word the universe is sustained and
carried forward to its predestined end (1:1-3)."
He continues with a list of further implications
from the description of Christ and his work in
Hebrews.

aipo, atoc f blood
dLabnkn, ng covenant

Cf. 13:20.

¢00uw and ¢00w  eat, consume

ueMlw be going, be destined

VILEVOVTLOC, ¢, OV against, opposed to; 6
V. foe, enemy

Verse 28

KoLvog, o, ov. common, unclean

The NT "uniformly places koLvog in contrast
with dyLo¢ or ka0 pog." Westcott.

abetioag Tig vouov Mwiicéwg xwpig
olkTLou®V €1l dvoilv 1 TpLoiv ndptvoLy
dmobviiokel:

dBetrioag  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
dBetew reject, set aside

vouog, ov m law

XwpLg prep with gen without, apart from

OLKTLOUOG, OV m compassion, mercy

ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvolv two

N or

TEELS, TPLO gen TPLWV dat Tplowy three

UOOTVG, WAETVPOS dat pl LaPTVOLY m
witness

Nynoduevog Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m nom
s fyeouat think, regard, consider

NyudoBn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s ayLalw
sanctify, make holy
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"By this blood-shedding the believer is
sanctified, that is to say, his defilement is
removed and in Christ he is made acceptable
to God; his conscience purified from dead
works, he is set apart for the holy calling of
serving the living God (1:3; 9:14; 10:14). The
communion cup, from which we drink in
remembrance of our Redeemer, is the new
covenant in his blood (1 Cor 15:25). Week
after week the apostate has partaken of the
sacrament of the body and blood of Christ,
thereby professing to look to Christ for the
washing away of sin. But his faith has been
simulated, not genuine, and his secession from
the community of believers reveals that, far
from thankfully trusting in the blood of Jesus
for forgiveness, he has profaned it, or,
literally, counted it as common. The blood
which made it possible for him to enter into
the sphere of God's holiness he has treated as a
thing unholy, thus completely contradicting
the profession he had formerly made."
Hughes.

xaplg, 1tog £ grace
évuppllw insult, outrage

Not found elsewhere in the NT. "It combines
arrogance with wanton injury." Westcott.
"Just as, during his earthly ministry, Christ's
opponents wished to ascribe his works of
grace to the agency, not of the Spirit of God,
but of Satan, the Evil Spirit, so the apostate, in
headstong antagonism to what he knows to be
the truth, traitorously denounces the gracious
influence of the Holy Spirit, of which he has
claimed personal experience, as demonic
instead of divine. This outrageous falsification
of the Good News, this incredible exchange of
the truth about God for a lie (Rom 1:25), this
wilful rejection of grace and light in favour of
unbelief and darkness, is the 'sin unto death’
for which there is no remission (1 Jn 5:16), the
eternal and irremissible sin of blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit (Mk 3:22-30)."
Hughes.

"There is a triple indictment. The
manifestation of the apostacy of the offender is
described under three distinct aspects, as an act
(KOTOITOTNOOC), as an opinion (11YNOAUEVOS),
as a personal and wilful assault (EvufpLo0g).
His conduct shews that he has already
abandoned his faith, and that too after he had
made trial of its blessings. His decision,
expressed in deed, is regarded as complete and
final." Westcott

Verse 30

otdauev yap tOVv elmovia, "Euol kdiknoig,
gyw dvtamodwow: kal wdily, Kouvel
KVPLOg TOV AadV avtod.

oida (verb perfin form but with present
meaning) know, understand

Know not only who it is who has said this, but
also his character.

elrovia  Verb, aor act ptc, m acc s Aeyw

géuol  Pronoun, dats £yw

gkdLknolg, ewg T retribution, rendering of
justice, punishment

avtomodwow  Verb, fut act indic, 1 s
AVTATOdLOWUL repay

Dt 32:35, ¢f. Rom 12:19.

ALV again, once more
koLvel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s kplvw judge
Aaog, ov m people

Dt 32:36; Ps 135:14. "'The Lord will judge his
people' (Dt 32:36), speaks, as originally
uttered, of judgment in the sense of vindication
(cf. Ps. 135:14) — but, again, those with
reference to whom the Lord's people are
vindicated are not only the alien adversaries
but also the ones who contemptuously desert
the fellowship of grace." Hughes.

Verse 31

PoPePOV TO Eurteoely eig yelpag Oeod
CovToc.

pofepog, a, ov fearful, terrifying

| Takes up the pofepa of v.27.

gumeoelv  Verb, aor act infin fumumte  fall
into

xeLp, xewpog f hand, power

Caw live, be alive

Day 839: Hebrews 10:32-39

Verses 32-39

Words of encouragement now follow the
previous words of warning.

Verse 32

AvaupviiokeoBe 8¢ 10 TPdTEPOV NUEPAS,
¢v alc poTo0évteg oMV GOANoLY
vepetvote Todnudtoy,

dvouuvnokw remind; pass remember

"The word is used of recalling specific
subjects to the mind." Westcott

npdtepov adv previously, formerly, at first
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"The phrase t0g poTePOV Nuepag does not
so much express 'the former days' (tag
TPOTEPQC MU.) as a definite period as 'the
days of a former time,' at an earlier stage of
your faith." Westcott. Cf. 1 Peter 1:14.

ewTIo0évteg  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom pl
pwtiCw give light to, enlighten

| I.e when they first became Christians.

adnowg, ewg f difficult struggle

This word occurs here only in the NT. It "adds
to the picture the image of the resolute
combatant. The Hebrews not only suffered,
but bore themselves as those who were
contesting for a crown." Westcott.

vrmepetvate  Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl
vmouevw endure
mabnuo, tog n suffering

It is quite probable that those converting to
Christianity from Judaism suffered persecution
particularly in the first days of their newly
professed faith.

Verse 33

tolt10 pev dveldionoig te kai OAiPeoLy
BeatpLLouevol, ToDTo 8¢ KoLvwvol TV
oVTWG AVOOTPEPOUEVWY YEVNOEVTES:

TOUTO UEV ... TOUTO O¢ 'in this regard ... and
also in that...'

oveldlonog, ov m  insult, abuse;
disgrace, shame

te ko and also

OALLg, ewg f trouble, suffering

"Reproaches affect the character: afflictions
affect material prosperity." Westcott

Beatpllw expose to public shame

kolvwvog, ov m partner, sharer

dvootpepw pass live, conduct oneself

vevnOévieg Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom
pl ywvouou

"The contrast in the tenses of the participles,
Beatpllouevol, yevnOevteg, ... suggests
that upon some special occasion the persons
addressed had in a signal manner identified
themselves with fellow-Christians in an
outbreak of persection ... while they were
habitually exposed to public disgrace."
Westcott. In the past, identification with the
Christian community had been vital to them,
even when that community faced opposition.

Verse 34

kol ydp 1ol deoutolg ovvemobioate, Kol
TV GETOYNY TOV VITOPXOVIWY DUOV UETA
¥00.C TPOOoEdEENODE, YIVWOKOVTES EYELY
£00VTOVS KPELTTOVO VITOPELY Kal uévovoav.

kot Yoo "Constant usage suggests that the kot
emphasises the general statement and does not
simply correspond with the kot which follows:
Forin fact ye ... Comp 4:2; 5:12; 12:29;
13:22." Westcott.

OE0ULOG, OV m prisoner

|Cf. Acts 8:3.

ovvemafnoate Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl
ovumaoyw suffer together

apmayn, ng f greed, violence, siezure

vrapyw be at one's disposal (ta V.
possessions).

yapa, ag f joy, gladness

Cf. Rom 5:3; Acts 16:24f.; 1 Peter 4:13; Jas
1:2.

mpooedéEaobe  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 2
pl mpoodeyonar welcome, accept

"By the use of the word yivwokovvteg, as
distinguished from €idoteg ... the writer
implies that the knowledge was realised
through the trial." Westcott.

¢ovtog, €avtn, Eavtov him/her/itself

KPELTTWV and KOEELOOWV, OV gen OVOG
better; greater

vmapElg, ewg f possession, property

uevw remain, abide

Cf. 1 Peter 1:23.

"Our author makes it plain that those to whom
he is writing had endured much in the days
following their acceptance of the gospel —
sufferings, abuse, affliction, imprisonment,
loss of property; and now he is saying to them
in effect what Paul found it necessary to say in
his letter to the Galatian Christians, 'Have you
suffered so many things in vain?' (Gal 3:4
KJV). It would be incomprehensible for them
now even to consider the possibility of
abandoning the struggle and with it the prize.
This is the burden of the appeal that follows."
Hughes.

Verse 35

un dmoPdinte 0OV TNV TaEENOLOV DUOV,
fitig xer peydnv uwobamodootav,

dmopdAnte  Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl
dmopforiw throw off; lose

|A graphic phrase, 'do not fling away...'

moppnola, og f boldness, assurance
ootig, Ntig, 6 v who, which

ueyog, ueyohn, ueyo large, great
utobamodoora, ag f reward
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"The recompence is included even now in the
spirit of the believer who has learnt to rate
outward afflictions at their true value (Rom
8:3)." Westcott. On future reward, cf. Rom
8:18; 1 Peter 1:4; 2 Tim 4:8.

Verse 36

vrouoviig yap Exete ypeiav Tva 10 OEAqu
tod Beod moujoavteg koutonobe v
grmaryyehiow.

Hughes comments, "Instead of the Septuagint's
'he will surely come,' our author has the
coming one shall come (involving no more
than the addition of the definite article in the
Greek), which, without in any way impairing
the note of emphasis and certainty, gives the
expression a definite messianic connotation,
'the coming one' or 'he who is coming' being a
familiar description of the Messiah."

vmouovn, g f patience, endurance

Verse 38

Cf. 12:1.

xpewa, ac f need, want
Belnua, atog n will, wish, desire

6 6t dikalodg nov gk miotewg Cloetal, Ko
g0y VIooTelANTOL, OVK eVOOKET 1) Y1 wov
&v avT®.

"The phrase ... recalls what was said of Christ's
work (10:5ff) as a fulfilment of the will of
God. Man in his little field must follow the
example of his Lord (1 Peter 2:21), which is
always set before us as an example of
suffering." Westcott.

dlkatog, o, ov righteous, just
moTie, ewg f faith, trust

koutonobe  Verb, aor midd subj, 2 pl
koullw midd receive, obtain, be paid
back

émaryyehlo, ag f promise, what is
promised

"The just — the true believer — requires faith,
trust in the unseen, for life. Such faith is the
support of endurance (Vrrouovn) and the seal
of confidence (tappnola)." Westcott.

"The declaration, 'my righteous one shall live
by faith,’ provides the motif of the great
eleventh chapter of our epistle at which we
have now arrived." Hughes

"Of this the gift of the Spirit (Lk 24:49; Acts
1:4; 2:23ff; Gal 3:14; Eph 1:13) and the
'presence of the Lord' (2 Peter 3:4,9) were
pledges." Westcott.

Thoetal  Verb, fut mid indic, 3s Caw live

vwootelAntal  Verb, aor midd subj, 3 s
vooteAw draw back; midd turn
back, shrink back

Verse 37

Shrinking away through fear or improper
regard for others — the opposite of faith.

ETL Yo ukpov doov doov, O Epxduevog
MEEL Kail oV ypovioet:

gt still, yet
600¢, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as, how much, how far

evdokew be pleased, take pleasure in
Yuym, ng f self, inmost being, 'soul'

Verse 39

Westcott says that the phrase 6cov OGOV is a
colloquial form. The whole phrase means
'For, yet a very little while.! The phrase
appears to have been borrowed from Is 26:20
LXX, the context of which is also relevant to
the point being made.

Nuelg 8¢ oVk ¢ouv VITOOTOMC €lg
amwierav, dANG Tiotewg elg mepLToinowy
Yuyfic.

Note again the first person plural: the author
identifies himself with his readers.

NnKw come, have come, be present
xpovilw delay

VootoAn, g f shrinking back, turning
back

anmwiera, ag f destruction, utter ruin

mepuronolg, ewg f obtaining, gaining

Cf. 1 Thess 5:9; 2 Thess 2:14.

The quotation, with some modification and
transposition, is from Hab 2:3-4. "In the
original context that which is expected is the
fulfilment of the prophetic vision of the
destruction of the Chaldeans, the enemies of
God's people, to be followed by the revelation
of his glory. The judgement was executed and
the promise was accomplished in due time, but
not as men had hoped. The lesson had a
significant application to the condition of the
early church." Westcott.
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Day 840: Hebrews 11:1-7

Chapter 11

mpoyua, Tog n matter, thing, event, deed
éheyyog, ov m verification, certainty
fremw see, be able to see

"The writer is well aware that the life of faith
is not easy, but he calls to mind the exploits of
many men and women of faith from the past.
He produces a miniature picture-gallery of
godly people who nevertheless, in spite of
their achievement, did not fully inherit the
promises since they had lived before the time
of Christ." Guthrie

Westcott divides the chapter up as follows:

i) vv.1-2 Preliminary view of the
characteristics and work of faith.

i1) vv. 3-7 Faith as seen in the prophetic
records of the old world.

iii) vv. 8-22 The faith of the Patriarchs,
marked by obedience, patience and
sacrifice.

iv) vv. 23-31 The faith of conflict and
conquest.

v) vv. 32-38 Faith active in national life.

vi) vv. 39,40 Conclusion

The object of faith is 'things hoped for' and
'things not seen'. The quality of faith is to
create 'assurance' and 'certainty' concerning
such things. The life of faith is built upon the
certain reality of what is not seen but hoped
for. The certainty itself arises from the fact
that faith simply trusts what God has said.

Verse 2

év TavTy Yoo fnoptupridnoay ot
TPEOPRVTEEOL.

£v TauTn 'in respect of this' i.e. of faith

guoptvpiOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
uaptvpew bear witness, testify, affirm,
approve; pass be well spoken of,
receive approval

Verse 1

"Eotiy 8¢ mioTig EAmilouévmv DtdoTaoLs,
mpayudtwv Eheyyog 0¥ PAeToUE VWV,

Westcott takes the verb to mean 'the elders had
witness borne to them' i.e. the testimony of
Scripture concerning them (cf. v.4). The NIV
takes it in the sense that they received
commendation (from God).

"The order (0TLv ¢ mLOTLS) shews that the
object of the writer is not to give a formal
definition of faith but to bring out
characteristics of faith which bear on his
argument." Westcott

mpeofutepog, o, ov elder

Verse 3

ITioteL vooduev katnotiodat Tovg aidvag
oruatt 0£00, eig TO w1 €k parvoudvwv TO
Bremduevov yeYOVEVOL.

¢évmlw  hope, hope for, hope in, expect

vmootaolg, ewg f confidence, assurance,
conviction; nature, essence,
substance

voew understand, perceive, discern

Faith provides a foundation for the reasoning
activity of the believer — provides a 'world
view'. Faith is not opposed to reason.

Westcott considers the meanings of
vtootoolg and €heyyog. He says that the
structure of the sentence demands that their
meanings must be co-ordinate. He says that
they refer either to:

i) a particular frame of mind — so VTOOTACLS
is translated 'assurance', as in 3:14.

ii) a description of what faith does —
VITOOTAOLS is 'substance' — that which
gives real existence to a thing.

Westcott prefers the latter since he argues that

gheyyog (which occurs nowhere else in the

NT) carries the sense of 'proof' rather than

'conviction'.

Hughes lists four possible meanings of

vootooLg and concludes, "Despite the

different interpretations proposed, there is in
all cases, as Moulton and Milligan point out,

'the same central idea of something that

underlies visible conditions and guarantees a

future possession."

katnoetiobol Verb, perf pass infin
katapTtlCw make complete

rn

Bears the sense 'put together.' "expresses the
manifoldness and the unity of all creation; and
by the tense marks that the original lesson of
creation remains for abiding use and
application." Westcott

aidvag  Noun, acc pl aiwv, aiwvog m
age, world order, eternity

The sense is not just the original cosmos but
"creation as unfolded in time, the many 'ages'
going to form one 'world'." Westcott

onua, atog n word

| An expression of the divine will.

@oww  shine; midd. and pass. appear, be
seen

fremw seev.l

yeyovévar Verb, perf act infin yivouat
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"The purpose and end of the knowledge gained
by faith as to the creation of the world is the
conviction that the visible order as we observe
it, as a whole has not come into being by
simple material causation. We learn to
recognise that there is a divine power behind
it. Such a conclusion is the fundamental
triumph of faith." Westcott

Verse 4

IMioteL mhetova Bvotav APeh mopd Kdiv
npoofveykev @ Oe®, Ste fig dnaptvenon
eivar dlkarog, noptvpodvrog éml Tolg
dwpoig avtod ToD g0, kai die avtiic
dmobavwv ETL AaAel.

Hughes says that &1 1ig refers to faith, not to
the sacrifice, saying, "Faith is the ruling
concept of this verse, and indeed of the whole
chapter, as the emphatic position of TLOTEL at
the beginning of the sentence attests, and
accordingly mLoteL not Buoiary is the proper
antecedent of the relative 1ig, as it is also, by
general agreement, the antecedent of the
pronoun 00T in the last clause of the verse.
The connection of thought is the fact seen in
the sequence TLOTEL ... OL* NS ... KoL OLe
avTng..."

elval  Verb, pres infin €l
dlkalog, o, ov righteous, just
dwpov, ov n gift, offering

TTAELWV, TTAELOV Or TTAEOV more

|6L avtng 'through it i.e. faith

I.e. 'more excellent', 'more abundant’

Buvoia, ag f sacrifice
mpoonveykev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
mpoogepw  offer, present

dmobavwv  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
dmobvnokw die

gty still, yet

Mahew speak, talk

Gregory the Great, quoted by Hughes, states,
"It is obvious that it was not the offerer who
received approval because of the offerings but
the offerings because of the offerer." Similarly
Calvin comments, "the sacrifice of Abel was
more acceptable than that of his brother only
because it was sanctified by faith."

Hughes considers the view of Owen and others
that Abel's offering involved the shedding of
blood and so signified an acknowledgment of
sin that was absent from that of Cain. Hughes
comments, "Whether or not this is a correct
understanding of the situation it is impossible
to say. The developed system of blood-
sacrifice for sin receives explicit formulation
only later in the Old Testament, though it may
be assumed that its roots go back to a very
early period."

"Abel by his example of faith and
righteousness still speaks to us today, even
though he has so long been dead. The
spectacle of his trustful integrity, even in the
face of violence, should inspire us to persevere
and to overcome by the same means."

Hughes.

Verse 5

Iioter ‘Evwy petetédn tod w idelv
0avatov, kol ovy NUPlokeTo dLOTL
UeTEOMKEY aOTOV 6 0edg” PO YA Thg
UETAOE0EWS PEPOPTVONTOL EVAPECTNKEVOL
T Bed,

Cf. Gen 5:18-24.

guapTuEnOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
UOOTVPEW

S 1 éu. 1i.e. 'through which sacrifice'. "The
sacrifice was the sign of the righteousness —
the true relation to God by faith — which he
had inwardly. Through this the witness came,
as God bore witness on the occasion of his
gifts... There is nothing in Scripture to shew in
what way the divine witness was given to
Abel." Westcott.

uetetédn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
uetatOnuL remove, take back

i6elv  Verb, aor act infin 6paw see

Bavatog, ov m death

evpLokw find, discover

dLoTL because, for

uetédnkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
UeTOTLONWUL

"Enoch, indeed, may be seen as a sort of
prototype (together with Elijah at a later
period) of the men and women of faith who
will be living at the moment of Christ's return
— an occasion of surpassing glory — and who,
too, will be caught up to be with Christ
without passing through the experience of
death (see 1 Thess 4:15-17)." Hughes.

uetobeolg, emg f removal; taking up
uepaptopntal  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s
UWOOTVPEW

The perfect carries the sense 'the witness
stands recorded'
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gvapeotnkéval  Verb, perf act infin
gvapeotew please, be pleasing to

"The circumstances under which Enoch lived
gave prominence to his faith. In a corrupt age
he is said to have maintained that fellowship
with God which is identical with pleasing
him." Westcott

Verse 6

dL Mg 'through which ark'. "His faith was
visibly presented to the eyes of his
contemporaries by the construction of the ark.
Through this then he condemned the
unbelieving world, as witnessing to the divine
destruction which was to come upon them in
just recompense for their deeds." Westcott.
Again, Hughes sees this as a reference to faith
not to the ark.

ywpig 8¢ miotewe ddvvatov evapeotiioal,
motedoal yap o€t TOV mpooepydUevov T
Be®d 6tL £oTLy Kot Tolg ékCnTodoLy avTov
wobamoddTng yivetal.

katékplvev  Verb, aor & imperf act indic, 3 s
kotokpLve condemn, pass judgement
on

¥wpLS prep with gen without, apart from

advvatog, ov  impossible

motevw believe (in), have faith (in)

oeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must

TPOOEPYOUaL come or go to, approach

ékCntoboly  Verb, pres act ptc, m & n dat pl
ékCntew  seek or search diligently

uLoamTodotne, ov m rewarder

"Though the form is ambiguous, [it] is
probably an imperfect and describes the
constant significance of his action." Westcott

okatoovvn, ng f righteousness

"The faith which is thus declared to be
necessary for anyone who approaches God as
a worshipper ... includes two elements, the
belief: a) that God is, and b) that He is
morally active; in other words it is a faith in
the existence and in the moral government of
God." Westcott.

Hughes, citing Gen 15:1, says that the reward

is God himself. Those who seek him find Aim.

"The righteousness which 'answers to,'
'corresponds with' faith, is that righteousness
which God alone can give, which answers to,
corresponds with, that spiritual order which
faith also enters." Westcott

¢yéveto  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOULOL

kAnpovouog, ov m heir, one who
receives what is promised (by God)

"The righteousness was not a hope for the
future but a real possession by the gift of
God." Westcott.

Verse 7

IMiotel yonuatiobelg Nde mepl TV
undémw Premouévav eV afnOelg
KOTEOKEVOOEY KIBWTOV £lg owtnpiov tod
olkov adtoD, die fg katékpLvev TOV
KOOUOV, Kol Thg KATd TLoTLV dLkoLoovvng
£y£VeETO KANPOovOorog.

xonuotofelg  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom s
yonuatiCw warn, instruct, reveal

undemw not yet

gvhafpnoelg  Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom s
evhofeouct act in reverence, be
moved with fear; take heed

kotookevalw prepare, build, construct,
furnish

Includes both the construction and the fitting
up.

kipwtog, ov f ark, ship
owtnwa, ag f salvation
oikog, ov m house, household, family

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 168: Page 12




