Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 169: Hebrews 11:8-34

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 169 — Hebrews 11:8-34

Day 841: Hebrews 11:8-12

Verses 8-12

Westcott entitles these verses, "The Faith of
persistent Obedience seen in the Faith of
Abraham." The main emphasis is upon faith
trusting wholly in God for what he has
promised and, through patient endurance,
inheriting the promise.

Westcott says that "Abraham dwelt throughout
the time of his sojourn in tents, so declaring
that which was permanent was not yet
attained... The premature settlement of Lot
and its disastrous issue point the lesson of
Abraham's discipline."

Verse 8

ovykknpovouocg, ov sharing together,
sharing together God's blessings

Verse 10

ITioTeL kahoVuevog ABpadu VITiKovoey
£EeADeTV eic TOmoV OV Tfjuelhev haufdvery
elg kKAnpovouiav, kol EfAOeV ur
gmotduevog od Epyeta.

£EedéyeTo YO TNV TOVg Oguehiovg Exovoav
TOMY, fig TEXVITNG Kal dnuovpydg 6 Bedc.

The present participle kaAovuevog
emphasises the immediacy of his obedience.
"He obeyed the call while (so to say) it was
still sounding in his ears." Westcott.

vmakovw obey, be subject to

TOoTTOG, oV m place, opportunity

fuehrev  Verb, imperf act indic, 3 s peAlw
(before an infin) be going, be destined

kAnoovouta, ag f inheritance, what is
promised

é¢motopal - know, understand

nod adv where, to what place

"It is no ordinary trial of faith to give up what
we have in hand in order to seek what is afar
off and unknown to us." Calvin.

Verse 9

ITiotel mapmknoev eig yiv tfic émayyehiog

Mg dAAoTplov, v OKNVOTS KATOLKNoOS
uetd Toadk koi Takwf Tdv
ovykhnpovouwyv tiig émayyeliag tfi
avthig

"It was by faith that Abraham learned to look
beyond this present fleeting scene to the
unseen and eternal blessings which God has
prepared for those who love him (1 Cor 2:9)
and to account the sufferings of this present
time as unworthy of comparison with the glory
that was to be revealed to him (Rom 8:18).
Accordingly, he realised that the attainment of
this earthly territory was not the completion of
his pilgrimage and perceived that this land of
promise, so unpromising in itself, was in fact a
pointer to a further and more solid reality. The
testing circumstances of his sojourn within its
boundaries were a daily witness to him that
fulfilment was not here and not yet. And so
the land became to him a sacrament, or rather
an element which, linked as it was with the
word of promise, was invested with
sacramental significance, and which, as such,
pointed beyond itself to a more excellent
consummation." Hughes.

mopolkew live in, make a temporary
home, live as a stranger

yn, yng f earth, land

gmayyehio, ag f promise

gxdeyouat wait for, expect, look forward
to

Beuellog, ov m (also Beueilov, ov n)
foundation

moAlg, emg f  city, town

TEYVLING, ov m craftsman; designer

omutovpyog, ov m builder, creator

| This phrase occurs here alone in the NT.

dlhotpLog, o, ov  belonging to another

|Cf. Acts 7:6

oknvn, ng f tent, temporary shelter
katolkjoog Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
katolkew live, inhabit

"The word teyvitng in this connexion refers
to the plan and dnuovpyog to the execution
of it. Texvitng occurs in the more general
sense of 'craftsman' Acts 19:24, 38; Rev 18:22:
OMuLovpYog is not found again in the NT."
Westcott
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Verse 11

IioTeL - kai avTn 2dppEo oTElPa -
duvouLy gig katafohv omépuatog Ehafev
Kol Tapd koLpov Nikiag, £mel motov
nynooto tov Emayysthduevov:

otelpa, og f barren, a woman incapable
of having children

koatofoAn, ng f beginning, creation

omepua, tTog n seed, offspring

géhapev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s haufavw

There is much debate over whether Sarah or
Abraham is the subject of this verse. There are
a number of textual variants which seek to
ease the ambiguity. The UBS Committee,
influenced by the fact that the expression
duvouLy gig katafohnv omépuatog Ehafev
is regularly used of the male in begetting
rather than the female in conceiving, punctuate
the text to indicate that kai a0 Zdppa
otetpa is considered a circumstantial clause,
'by faith, even though Sarah was barren, he
[Abraham] received power ..." Hughes, having
considered the various options and influenced
by the fact that the Greek fathers uniformly
understood the verse of Sarah, concludes,
"Taking everything into consideration, it
remains the most natural construction to accept
Sarah as the subject of the sentence." He
understands 'seed' here "not of the receiving of
seed by the woman from the man nor of
transmission of seed by the man to the woman,
but of the founding or establishing of a seed or
posterity."

mapa preposition with acc beside, contrary
to

koLpog, ov m time, season

nhklo, ag f age, span of life, years

Kot oo k. Hh. "Even against natural
expectation of the age which she had reached."

¢meL  since, because, for

motog, M, ov faithful, trustworthy, reliable

Nyfjoato Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
fyeouar think, regard, consider

gmayyelhGuevov  Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m
acc & nnom/acc s €oryyeEAMAOUOL
promise

Verse 12

SL0 kal dge £vog éyevviiOnoay, kal todto
VEVEKPWUEVOD, kKaBwe Td doTpo ToD
ovpavod t@® mAiBeL kal wg 1 dupog 1
o0 TO YeThog Thg Bahdoong M
avopiduntoc.

oo therefore, for this reason
elg, uo, €v gen £vog, WLog, £vog one,
single

"Though Sarah is lost, so to speak, in Abraham
with whom she was united (4@ £vog), yet her
act of Faith completing his Faith is made the
reason of the fulfilment of the promise (610)."
Westcott.

éyevviiOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
vevvow be father of, bear; pass be
born

Westcott says of kL Tovto that it is a
classical phrase found here only in the NT.

vevekpwuévou  Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n
gens vekpow put to death (pfpass ptc
as good as dead)

|Cf. Rom 4:19

dotpov, ov n star, constellation
ovpavog, ovu m heaven
mAnbog, ovg n crowd, multitude

|Cf. Gen 22:17; 32:12.

auuog, ov f sand

xelwhog, ovg n lip, shore
Balaooa, ng f sea
avoplduntog, ov innumerable

Day 842: Hebrews 11:13-16

Verse 13

Kotd miotwy dméovov obtol mdvtee, ui
MopOvTeg g émmaryyehiog, GAN TdppwOeY
avTdg 10OVTES Kal AoTaoGUeEVOL, Kol
ouohoyrfoavteg 8t Eévol kal mapemidnuot
etowy &mi thig yiig

kota sTLoTwy "indicates that it was in
accordance with the principle of faith that they
faced the moment of death." Hughes.

amébavov  Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3pl
dmobvnokw die, face death
nmavreg  Adjective, m nom pl oG

| Meaning, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

gmaryyehla, oc f see v.9

Qualifies the assertion that these all died 'in
faith'. They died in faith in the sense that they
had not received the promises of the land,
growth of a nation etc. but they died trusting
God to fulfil his promise.

moppwbev  at or from a distance
{6dvteg  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl 0paw
see, observe, perceive

The paradox of faith is that it sees the unseen,
cf. v.1.

domalowol greet, welcome
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"Thus the existential power of faith made the
distant hope a present reality, and these
believers of the ancient world 'saw' and
'greeted' the promised consummation, even,
and indeed especially, in the hour of death, as
though already face to face with it." Hughes.

ouoloyfjoavteg Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
ouokoyew confess, declare

Eevog, 1, ov strange, foreign; 6 E.
stranger, foreigner

TAPETLONWUOG, ov m temporary resident

Reflects Abraham's words in Gen 23:4 when
seeking to buy a burial plot for Sarah.

Verse 14

ol yap toradta Aéyovrteg fugaviCovorv OTL
motptda émintodoiv.

TOLOVTOG, QUTY, OUTOV correlative pronoun
and adjective such, of such kind

gugpavilw inform, make known, reveal

matpls, Wog f native country, own city,
own town, settled home

Only occurrence of this word in the epistle. Cf
Jn 4:43. The word bears the sense 'fatherland',
the place to which one truly belongs.

é¢mtntew seek, desire, search for

Verse 15

kol el uév ékelvng duvnudvevov dpe g
EEEANoav, lxov Av KaLpov avakauoL’

€kewvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that
uvnuovevw remember, keep in mind;
make mention of

Westcott thinks that the second, and less
common sense, 'make mention of' is the
appropriate one here. He thinks that the
reference is to their words rather than their
feelings. The suggestion seems unnatural in
context. The sense appears rather to be that of
remembering with longing, rather as Israel in
the wilderness looked back with longing to

Egypt.

gE¢Anoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl ékfalvm
leave, go out

KaLpog, ov m time, here 'opportunity’

dvokdupatl - Verb, aor act infin dvOKOUITTO
return, turn back

The writer of this epistle is warning his readers
against the temptations of turning back. There
are always plenty of opportunities to turn back,
but faith is forward looking. Faith looks back
only in thankfulness and forward always in
hope.

Verse 16

viiv 8¢ kpelttovog dpéyovial, todte foTLv
£oVPOVioV. dLO OVK ETOLOYVVETOL AVTOVS
0 0£0¢ 0edg Emikahelofal avTdV,
Nroipaoey yop avtols TOALV.

"To avow openly in the world, by our ways,
walking and living, with a constant public
profession, that our portion and inheritance is
not in it, but in things invisible, in heaven
above, is an illustrious act and the fruit of
faith. But then it is incumbent on us, that we
do not in anything contradict this testimony. If
we love the world like others, use it and abuse
it like others, we destroy our profession, and
declare our faith to be in vain." John Owen.
Owen says that their desire had three elements:
1) A sense of dissatisfaction with the present;
ii) A sense of the worth and excellence of
what is desired;
iii) A sight of the means of attaining it, without
which the desire would soon fade.

KOELTTWV and KEELOOWV, OV gen OVOG
better

opeyoual be eager for, long for, desire

é¢movpaviog, ov heavenly, celestial

oo therefore, for this reason

émaloyvvoual be ashamed

émkolew  call, name

I.e. he calls himself 'the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob' (Gen
28:13; 31:5; 39:9; Ex 3:6; 4:5). Cf. Jn20:17 —
he now calls himself our God.

¢tolwolw prepare, make ready

[Cf. Jn 14:2-3.

moAlg, ewg f city

"The fulfilment of the promise in its highest
form is set before us as social and not simply
as personal. God prepared for His chosen not
a home but a 'city,' a Divine Commonwealth."
Westcott.

"It is the same goal toward which the apostle
Paul, unhindered by present afflictions,
pressed on, 'forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead,' in the
conviction that 'our citizenship is in heaven'
where at last we shall be fully transformed into
the likeness of our glorified Redeemer (Phil
3:12f., 20f.); and toward which we who are
Christian believers hasten as we 'run with
perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of
our faith' (Heb 12:1f.). In such single-minded
commitment there can be no thought of turning
back." Hughes.
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Day 843: Hebrews 11:17-23

Verses 17-19

"The greatness of Abraham's Faith was shewn
by the fact that he was ready to sacrifice his
only son, though it had been before declared
that the fulfilment of the promise which he had
received was to come through him. His
obedience therefore included the conviction of
some signal and incomprehensible work of
God whose promise could not fail." Westcott

Verse 17

[TiotelL mpooevivoyev APpadu Tov "Toadk
TELPOLOUEVOS, KOl TOV UOVOYEVT
TPO0EQEPEV O TAC Ermaryyehiog
AvodeEduevog,

mpooeviivoyxev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s
mpoogepw  offer, present

Note the use of the perfect followed by the
imperfect. Westcott comments, "The first verb
expresses the permanent result of the offering
completed by Abraham in will, the second his
actual readiness in preparing the sacrifice
which was not literally carried into effect."
Faith is generally tested when it seems that
circumstances run counter to the promises of
God (cf. James 1:12). However, Abraham's
faith was tested by a command of God that
seemed to run counter to the promise.

mewpolw test, put to the test, tempt
uovoyevng, € only, unique

One cannot help but hear an echo of the use of
uovoyevng of Christ in Jn 1:14,18; 3:16,18; 1
John 4:9 — though it is also used of an only
child in Luke 7:12. Hughes comments, "Not
that Abraham was the begetter of no other
sons, for he was the father of Ishmael by
Hagar and was to be the father of other sons by
Keturah; yet there was but one son of the
covenant, namely Isaac, who, contrary to
human possibility, but in accordance with the
power of the promise, was born to Sarah.
Within the perspective of God's infallible
purposes he was the only son."

gmayyehlo, ag f seev.13
dvadeEduevog  Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m
noms dvodeyouol receive, welcome

Verse 18

71pO¢ OV EhaliOn OtL "Ev "Toodk
kAnOfoetai ool omépua,

7Pog OV €\. Westcott says that this can be

understood in one of two ways:

i) 'he to whom it was said' i.e. of Abraham;

i1) 'him in reference to whom it was said', i.e.
of Isaac.

"The latter rendering is against the structure of
the sentence; though it is in itself possible."

€AOANON  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s AoAew
speak

kAnOnoetatl  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s kaiew

omepua, Tog n seed, offspring

Cf. Gen 21:12.

Verse 19

LoyLodiuevog OtL Kal €k vekpdV EyelpeLy

duvatdg 6 Bedg: B0ev avToV Kal &v

mopafol ékouloaro.

Moyloduevog  Verb, aor midd dep pte, m
nom s AoylwLoual reckon

veEKPOGg, o, ov dead

gyelpw  raise

dvvartog, M, ov powerful, able

| Cf. Gen 22:5 for the implied conviction.

00ev  where, from where

mopafoAin, ng f parable, comparison,
proverb

ékouloato Verb, aor midd indic, 3 s
koullw midd receive, get back

"So dramatic was the sequence of events that it
was as though Isaac really had died and had
been raised to life again." Hughes.

Westcott suggests that Abraham's faith was
grounded in the fact that Isaac's birth was a
receiving of what was promised in the face of
death (cf. Rom 4:19).

Hughes includes part of Beza's dramatic verse
on this incident, written in 1550.

Verse 20

IioteL kai mwept ueAhdviwy edAdYNoev
Toodk Tov Tokwp kat Tov "Hood.
uehhw (pte. without infin) coming, future
gvloyew speak well of, bless

Cf. Gen 27. Note that the younger son, Jacob,
is mentioned before the elder. Isaac's
blessings reflect the promise of God.

Verse 21

ITiotel "Takwp dmobviiokwv £kaotov TV
VIOV Twong edAOYNoEY, Kol
mpooekvnoey i tO dkpov Thg Pdfdov
avtod.

dmobvnokw die, face death

£K00TOC, 1, ov each

Cf. Gen 48:2ff. In each of these instances, the
theme is obedience to the divine choice.

mpookvvew  worship, fall down and
worship, fall at another's feet
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These words echo an earlier passage in
Genesis 47:31. Hughes says that the two
incidents of blessing and worship, performed
by Jacob from his death bed, are here brought
forward as examples of his faith.

dkpov, ov n extreme limits, tip
papdog, ov f stick, rod, sceptre

Westcott says that pafdog "follows the text of
the LXX which renders a different pointing of
the original from that adopted by the
Massoretes and by other Greek translations"
which have 'bed' (FT®277) rather than 'staff’

(78157). (The LXX predates the work of the
Massoretes by some nine centuries.)

Verse 22

[Miotel Twong televtdV mepl Thg EE6dov
TOV VIOV Topanh fuvnudvevoey, kol TepL
TV 00TéEWV 0vToD évetethaTo.

tehevtaw die

Joseph's words reflect the promise of God
(Gen 15:13-16) and are therefore an
expression of faith. In the request concerning
his bones, Joseph expresses the fact that he has
an interest in the land of promise — that land
rather than Egypt is his country or homeland.
The writer's purpose here is to encourage the
Hebrew Christians to whom he was writing, to
go on in faith to the end — even to death —
looking to the sure promise of God beyond.

¢Eodoc, ov f departure, death

Occurs in Lk 9:31 of Christ, and 2 Peter 1:15
of Peter.

uvnuovevw make mention of

00teov, ov and 60TOVV, OV n bone

gvetethato  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
évredouar command, give orders

The fulfilment of this command is recorded in
Ex 13:19; Josh 24:32.

Verse 23

ITioter Mwiiofig yevvnoeig €kpvpn
Tolunvov VIO TOV TaTéPWY aVTol, dLdTL
eldov dotelov 1O Tadtov, kal ok
gpopronoav 16 dudtayuo tod factriéms.

yevvow pass be born

gcpVPn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s KQUIT®
hide, conceal

Tolunvov, ov n (a period of) three
months

TaTnpE, tatpog m father

The plural use in the sense of 'parents'

owotL because, for
gtdov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl Opow
see, perceive

dotelog, a, ov  pleasing, beautiful

[Occurs in LXX at Ex 2:2 (cf Acts 7:20).

mowdov, ov n  child
gofeouat fear, be afraid of
dlatayua, tTog n order, decree

| A word occurring here only in the NT.

Baolheve, ewg m  King

"In 3:2ff. above our author draws a
comparison between Moses and Christ in
terms of the faithfulness of each... But even
the events of Moses' infancy foreshadow the
experience of him who is greater than Moses
(Heb 3:3), for the life of the infant Jesus was
threatened by the edict of a despotic monarch
ordering the slaughter of all male children
under the age of two years, and by their faith
and obedience Joseph and Mary were enabled
to preserve the child by taking refuge in the
very country where Moses was preserved (Mt
2:13ff))." Hughes.

Day 844: Hebrews 11:24-29

Verse 24

ITioter Mwiiofig uéyag yevouevog

Noviooto Aéyeobor vidg Buyotpog Papow,

ueyag, ueyoAn, ueyo large, great

yevduevog  Verb, aor ptc, mnom s YLVOUQL

Novijoato Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
dopveouar deny, disown, renounce,
refuse

Buyatnp, tpog f daughter

Hughes notes that "the divine purposes were
served equally, given the differing
circumstances, by Joseph's remaining in high
office and by Moses' renunciation of that
privilege. Joseph was God's man to preserve
the little band of his kinsfolk in Egypt. Moses
was God's man to lead the people of Israel
from Egypt to Canaan."

Verse 25

ubAlov EMduevog ouykokovyetobol T4

Aad oD Beod 1) mpdokaLpov ExELY

auaptiog damdravoly,

ualiov more; rather, instead

¢é\duevog  Verb, aor midd ptc, m nom s
alpeouar choose, prefer, decide

ovykakovyeouol share hardship with,
suffer with

| Found here only in the NT

Moog, ov m people, a people

1 or, than

TPOOKALPOS, ov  temporary, not lasting
auaptio, og £ sin
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dmolowolg, ewg f enjoyment

Verse 26

ueiCova mhodtov Nynoduevog TV
Alyvmtov Onoavp®dv tOV OveLdLoudV ToD
XpLotod, amépremey yap eig TNV
uwoborodoaoiay.

uetCwv, ov and uelLotePog, o, ov
greater, greatest

mAovtog, ov m & n riches, wealth

Nynoduevog Verb, aor midd dep ptc, m nom
s fyeouor think, regard, consider

Onoavpog, ov m treasure store

oveldlopog, ov m reproach, disgrace,
shame

The term TOV PELOTOV could refer to Israel as
the anointed of God (cf. Ps 28:8; Hab 3:13).

In this sense, Moses preferred to identify
himself with Israel and with the reward
(inheritance) God had promised to Israel.
However, in context, the reference seems to be
to Christ. Perhaps there is a deliberate play on
words: Moses' identification with Israel was
identification with Christ — as the servant
songs of Isaiah move from a corporate
reference to focus on a particular individual.
Westcott says, "The reproach of Christ is the
reproach which belongs to Him who is the
appointed envoy of God to a rebellious world.
This reproach, which was endured in the
highest degree by Christ Jesus (Rom 15:3) was
endured also by those who in any degree
prefigured or represented Him."

dmoPremtw keep one's eyes on, give
one's attention to

Occurs here only in the NT. Means looking
away from one object to focus upon another.

woBamodooia, ag f reward

On looking for reward, cf. 2 Cor 4:17f; Heb
12:2; Matt 5:11.

Verse 27

IMiotel katélmev Alyvmtov, un gopnoeig
OV Ouuov tod Pfaciénwg, TOV YaE
AOPOTOV BS OPDV EKOPTEPNOEV.

kotéhlev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
katohewtw leave, leave behind

Calvin and Owen both argue strongly that the
leaving of Egypt spoken of here is not that of
Moses fleeing after killing the Egyptian, but
the Exodus. Hughes disagrees, as does the
NEB which translates, "By faith he left Egypt,
and not because he feared the king's anger."
Hughes says that Moses knew that 'his hour
had not yet come' and therefore withdrew from
threat (cf. Jn 7:30; 8:20,59; 10:31-39). "The
governing impulse of his flight from Egypt
was faith, not fear."

oPnbeig Verb, aor pass dep ptc, m nom s
@ofeounal see v.23

Buuog, ov m anger, rage, fury

Ad0paTOg, OV unseen, invisible

Opow see v.13

[Cfv.1

koptepew endure, persevere

Occurs here only in the NT.

Westcott says that "The idea of kapTEQELV is
complementary to the ideas of VITougveLy
(10:32) and pokpoBupery (6:15). The
Christian has not only to bear his burdens in
the conflicts of life, and to wait for the
fulfilment of the promise which seems so
strangely delayed: he must also bear himself
valiantly and do his work with might through
the Spirit (1 Cor 16:13; Eph 3:16)."

Verse 28

ITiotel memoinkey tO mwdoya koi TNV
mpooyvowy tod aipartog, tva un 6
0A00peEVWV T TPWTOTOKO OLyN AVTAV.

maoyo n Passover, Passover
spooyvols, ewg f sprinkling (of blood)

Cf. Ex 12:7, 22f.

The word in not found in the LXX or
elsewhere in the NT. The cognate verb is
commonly used in the LXX of the sprinkling
of blood on the altar.

aipo, atoc f blood

0MoBpevw  destroy

TpwtoTtoKog, ov first-born, first

Olyn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s Oryyavw
touch

Verse 29

ITiotel diéPnoav v "Epubpdv Odlocoov
&g it Enpdig vic, fig metpav Aapdvreg ol
AlydmTiol katemdonoav.

dLépnoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
dLafalLve  Cross, cross over

| The focus shifts to the faith of the people.

g¢ovbpog, a, ov red
Baloooa, ng f sea
Enpog, a, ov dry
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mewpa, ag f attempt (happavo .
attempt)

katemdbnoav Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
kotomivew  swallow, swallow up

KOTOLOKOTTOG, OV m SpY
gtonvn, ng £ peace

Verse 32

That which saved them destroyed their
pursuers, just as "the waters of the flood which
bore up the ark and those sheltering in it were
at the same time the waters which destroyed all
who had scornfully rejected the preaching of
Noah. Thus the gospel is to one 'a fragrance
from death to death,' but to another 'a
fragrance from life to life' (2 Cor 2:16); Christ
is set for the fall as well as for the rising of
many (Lk 2:34); he is the chosen cornerstone,
so that 'he who believes in him will not be put
to shame,' whereas to the unbeliever he
becomes a rock of stumbling (1 Pet 2:6-8; Isa
28:16; 8:14f.). The crucial importance of faith
could hardly be more dramatically emphasised
than by the opposite fortunes of the Israelites
and the Egyptians at the Red Sea." Hughes.

Kal ti #11 AMyw; gmkeiper ue yop
dunyovuevov 6 xpdvog mepl T'edewv,
Bopdk, Saupwv, Tegpdde, Aavid te kal
ZAUOVNA Kol TOV TPogNnTOY,

¢t still, yet, moreover
gmmhewtw  run short

The masculine pe suggests "that the author of
our epistle was a man and not, as some have
supposed, a woman." Hughes.

omyeouat tell, relate
¥xpovog, ov m time, period of time
te kou and also

Westcott says that the names listed are
"representatives of the theocracy and ... of the
monarchy."

Day 845: Hebrews 11:30-34

Verse 30

Verse 33

ol 8L whoTewe kaTnywvioovto Bactheiog,
£LOYA0AVTO SLKOLOCUVIV, ETTETUYOV
gmaryyel v, EppaEav otopota AedvTwy,

ITioteL & ety Tepiyw Emeoov
KukhwBOEvto €l £mTd uépac.

TELXOS, ovg n wall

gmeoov  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mutTtw
fall, fall down

KukAwBévTa  Verb, aor pass ptc, n nom/acc
pl kuvkhow surround, march round

ETTOL  seven

Faith in God's appointed means of battle
engages the power of God for the casting
down of strongholds. Spicq comments of faith
that it, "is not concerned with means; it
achieves its objective because God intervenes
for its vindication."

Verse 31

ITioter Padf 1 wdpvn 0V CUVOTWAETO TOTG
dmedOfoaory, deEAUEVT TOVG KOTAOKOTOVG
uete elpfvne.

mopvn, ng f prostitute

"The list of the champions of Faith whose
victories are specificaly noticed is closed by a
woman and a gentile and an outcast."
Westcott. Cf. Jas 2:25 also Mt 21:31f.

ovvaTtwheto  Verb, aor midd indic, 3 s
ovvamoAhvpal  perish with, be put to
death with

dmedfooowy  Verb, aor act ptc, dat pl
damebew disobey, be an unbeliever

oetauévn  Verb, aor midd dep ptc, facc s
deyoual receive, accept, welcome

Westcott divides verses 33 and 34 into three
lists each consisting of three accomplishments:

ol ALl ThoTewg Katnywvicavto factletog,
elpyYAoavTo dLkaLooVvn YV,

gréTuyov mayyer v,

£ppatav otopata Aedvimy,

goPBeoov dvvauy Tvpdg,

gpuyov otduoTa poyeieng,
gdvuvauwOnoav dmo dodeveiag,
gyeviinoav toyvpol v Tohéuw,
opeuforig Ekhivay dAlotplwv:

"In each group there is progress and there is a
progress in the succession of groups in the
direction of that which is more personal. The
first triplet describes the broad results that
believers obtained:

Material victory;

Moral success in government;

Spiritual reward.
The second triplet notices forms of personal
deliverance from:

Wild beast;

Physical threats;

Human tyranny.
The third triplet marks the attainment of
personal gifts:

Strength;

The exercise of strength;

The triumph of strength."

katnywviooavto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3
pl kataywvilouar conquer, defeat

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 169: Page 7




Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 169: Hebrews 11:8-34

The cases that may be brought to mind from
the OT generaly involved victories of God's
people over much greater armies.

elpydoavio Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 pl
g¢oyaCoual work, perform

owkatoovvn, ng f righteousness, what is
right, what God requires, justice

The sense here would seem to be that of
setting up just government, cf. 1 Sam 12:3-5; 2
Sam 8:15; 1 Ki 10:9.

¢métuyov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
gmiTuyyovw obtain, receive
grmoryyehlo, ag f seev.13

Cf., for instance, Josh 21:43ff.

@pooow silence, muzzle, stop
otoud, Tog n mouth, edge (of a sword)
Aewv, ovtog m lion

As well as Daniel, the reference may be to
Samson (Jud 14:6) and David (1 Sam 17:34).

Verse 34

gopeoav duvauLy Tupds, Epuyov oTépaTo
poyotong, ¢dvvauwdnoov dmod dobeveiog,
gyeviinoov Loyvpol £v moréuw,
opeuorig Ekhivay dAloTpimv:

"This principle is illustrated many times over
in the records of Scripture. It is seen in
Sampson's last great exploit when out of
weakness and in dependence upon God he
prayed for just one more accession of strength
and was enabled to bring the temple of Dagon
down upon the mocking assembly of the
Philistines (Judg 16:23ff.). David's slaying of
Goliath and Esther's courageous advocacy of
her fellow Jews are other instances of the weak
becoming strong through faith. The apostle
Paul speaks of the same reality when he
recounts how, denied release from the
weakness of his own personal affliction, he
was given the assurance by the Lord: My
grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is
made perfect in weakness'; with the result that,
now made aware that human weakness is
precisely the opportunity for the manifestation
of divine power, he declares: 'I will the more
gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses,
insults, hardships, persecutions and calamities;
for when I am weak, then I am strong' (2 Cor
12:8-10)." Hughes.

gopeocav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl ofevvoul
extinguish, put out
mvp, og n fire

¢yeviinoov  Verb, aor indic, 3 pl yivouo
loyvpog, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful
TOAENOG, OV m war, battle

|Cf. Dan 3:17.

|CF. Ps 18:18., 29, 34f., 39, 46-48.

gpuyov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
gevyw flee, avoid
uoyawpa, ng f sword, war

mapeufoAn, ng f barracks; camp; army
g€khvav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl khivo lay,
bow, put to flight

E.g. David's escape from murderous Saul or
Elijah's escape from the enraged Jezebel.

gdvvapwbnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
ovvapow strengthen, make strong
doBevewa, ag f weakness, iliness

This sense of kALvw (‘rout', 'put to flight'),
though common in Classical writers, is not
found elsewhere in the NT.

alhotplog, o, ov  belonging to another;
stranger, foreign, enemy
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