Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 170: Hebrews 11:35-12:24

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 170 — Hebrews 11:35-12:24

Day 846: Hebrews 11:35-40

Verse 35

ELapov yuvalkeg €€ dvooTAoEWS TOVG
VEKPOVG aVTOV: dANOL B¢
gTuuTaviodnoay, oV TpoodeEdusvol TV
ATOAMITPWOLY, TVa. KPEITTOVOS AVOOTAOEWS
TOXWOLV*

yuvn, atkog f woman, wife

dvootoolg, ewg f resurrection, raising up

VvEKPOG, 0, ov dead

d\og, n, o another, other

grvumaviodnoayv  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
TupuTaviLw torture

mPoodeyonaL expect, receive

dmolvtpwolg, ewg f redemption,
deliverance, setting free

KOELTTWV and KPELOOWYV, OV see v.16

TUXWOLV  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl Tuyyovm
obtain, receive, attain, experience

There is a contrast in this verse between the
women who received back their dead by
resurrection (yet had to lose them again to
death) and those who looked for the better
resurrection to eternal life. The verse
underlines the fact that there were those in OT
times who hoped for the future resurrection.
Hughes thinks that the latter part of the verse
may refer to incidents recorded in 2
Maccabees.

Verse 36

£tepol Ot gumoLyudv Kol uaotiywv melpoy
ELapov, £ 6t deoudv kal guiakic:

£tepog, a, ov other, another, different

These showed faith not so much in triumphant
victories but in faithfully enduring trials.

gumoLynog, ov m public ridicule

uaotlE, tyog f whip, beating with a whip
mewpa, ag f attempt, trial

g1l see v.32

deouog, ov m (& n) bond, chain
@ulakn, ng f prison

Verse 37

EMBGoBnoav, émplobnoav, ¢v pdve
payatong dmédavov, meptilbov év
uniwtole, év alyetolg dépuaoty,
votepovuevol, OhBouevoL,
KAKOVYOVUEVOL,

géMBAGoOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
MBalw stone

émpioOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
npowllw saw in two

Most mss read £melpao0noay rather than
¢mpLoOnoav, though the latter occurs in a
variety of old mss and ancient versions.
Metzger provides lengthy discussion of the
difficulties and gives rationale for the tentative
acceptance of ¢rpLoOnoay.

Westcott says that, according to tradition,
Isaiah faced death by being sawn in two.

@ovog, ov m murder, killing

uoyopa, ng f see v.34

amébavov  Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3pl
dmobvnokw die, face death

"The enumeration of sufferings of death is
followed by references to sufferings in life."
Westcott

meplfilBov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
mepLepyouot  travel about

uniwtn, ng f sheepskin

aiyelog, a, ov of a goat

depua, Tog n skin

votepew lack; midd be in want

OALBw press hard, crush; pass
experience difficulty/trouble

|CF. 2 Thess 1:6f

kakovyeouor be ill-treated

Verse 38

OV ovk RV dELog 6 kdonog, émi éonuiong
mAovouevol kol OpeoLy kal omrnhalols kol
Talg omale thg yiic.

dElog, o, ov worthy, deserving, fitting

gonuia, oc f deserted place, desert

mhavaw lead astray; pass wander about

0pog, ovg n mountain, hill

OoTNACLOvV, ov n cave, hideout (for
robbers)

omn, ng f opening, hole, cave

Verse 39

Kol obtol mdvteg paptvupondévieg dudt Thg
miotewg ovk koptoovto v Emayyehiov,

mavteg  Adjective, m nom pl Jag

uoptvpn0évieg  Verb, aor pass ptc, m nom
pl poptvpew bear witness, testify;
pass be well spoken of, receive
approval

écoutoovto  Verb, aor midd indic, 3 pl
koulLw midd receive, obtain
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Verse 40

10D 00D mePL UDV KEETTTOHV TL
mpoBAepauivov, Tva un xweig Mudv
TEAELWBDOLV.

ii) The avoidance of moral inconsistency
vv.12-17,;

iii) The benefits of the New Covenant, vv 18-
29.

KOELTTWV and KPELOOWYV, OV see v.16

Tig, TL acc TLvd, TL gen Twvdg dat TLvi
anyone, anything

mpoprepauévoy  Verb, aor midd ptc, m & n
gen s spofAemouat have in store,
provide

xwplg prep with gen without, apart from

teheLwBOOWV  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
tehetow make perfect, complete

Verse 1

Touvyapodv kal Nuelg, Tooodtov £xovteg
mEPLKElpEVOV ULV VEQOS LopTUPWY, GYKOV
amobéuevol Tavto kol TV evmeplotaTov
duaptioy, dte Vitouoviic TEEXMUEY TOV
mpokeiuevov futv dydva,

Cf. Matt 13:17; 1 Peter 1:12

"It is not that God had one plan for them and
another for us, for in anticipation and faith
they looked forward to the introduction of this
better plan which would involve a High Priest
superior to those of the levitical order (7:7), a
sacrifice superior to that of bulls and goats
(9:23), a covenant superior to that of the
Mosaic dispensation (7:22), and a country
superior to any earthly territory (11:16). As
Owen observes, 'God's prevision is his
provision,' and so it was graciously ordained
that they should experience the substantiation
of their hope not in separation from us but in
union with us. This plan was put into
operation by the coming of Christ and the
performance of his perfect work of
atonement...

"Accordingly, the Old Testament believers do
indeed attain the promised perfection, but not
apart from us. They with us belong to the
many sons who, thanks to the pioneer of our
(and their) salvation, are brought to glory. Nor
is their perfection attributable, any more than
ours, to their own sufferings but solely to the
suffering of Christ for us all, whereby all who
are designated his brethren are sanctified, that
is, made perfect before God (Heb 2:9-11,
14f))." Hughes.

Tolyapovv therefore, for that reason
TOOOVUTOG, QUTY, OVTOV / OVTO correlative

adj so much, so great, so large
mepLkeLpoL  be surrounded, be beset with
VvEQOG, ovg n cloud

"A 'cloud' is used ... for a dense mass of living
beings from the time of Homer downwards."
Westcott

UOPTVG, LaPTVPoS dat pl poOTLOLY m
witness

The thought is not that they are witnesses of us
— as spectators in a stadium but that their lives
bear witness to us.

oykog, ov m impediment, something that
gets in one's way

"The word 0ykog, which does not occur
elsewhere in the NT or LXX, is used for bulk
of body, ... for an arrogant bearing, and for a
burdensome load. These several senses have
been applied to the interpretation of the word
here. The competitor in a race seeks by
training to reduce all superfluity of flesh, and
in the contest lays aside all undue confidene
and every encumbrance of dress." Westcott

dmobéuevor  Verb, 2 aor midd pte, m nom pl
dmotOnue  throw off, take off (clothes)

gvmepLotatog, ov  holding on tightly and
causing entanglement

auaptia, og fsin

Day 847: Hebrews 12:1-3

Chapter 12

"Next the readers are exhorted to look to the
example of Christ and this leads straight into a
discourse on discipline. The writer shows that
this is essential for the Christian life and he
puts in a strong plea to his readers to avoid
moral inconsistency, appealing to the case of
Esau to illustrate the point. He again stresses
the great advantages of the New Covenant
over the Old." Guthrie

i) The need for discipline, vv 1-11;

"An expression which seems best understood
as a clarification of what is meant by the
weight or encumberance of every kind which
must be laid aside. It is precisely sin, of
whatever kind, that impedes or slows down the
Christian in the spiritual race, and conversely,
anything, however innocent in itself, which
impedes or slows down the Christian in the
spiritual race is for that reason sinful, and
must, with God's help, be discarded." Hughes.

vmowovn, ng f patience, endurance

| Emphasising the need to go on to the end.

TeEX®W run, exert oneself
mpokelpual  be set before, lie before

"God Himself has set our work and our prize
before us." Westcott
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dywv, wvog m struggle, fight, race

The word here for 'race' emphasises its nature
as contest or struggle.

Verse 2

"The contrast of tenses is significant. He
endured ... and hath sat down... The fact of
suffering is wholly past but the issue of it
endures for evermore." Westcott

AopVTES £ig TOV Thig TioTewe dpyNYOV
Kal tehelwtv Inoodv, 0g dvti Tfig
TTPOKELUEVNS 0T Y0POG VITEUELVEY
OTOVPOV ALOYVUVNG KATAQEOVHOoOC, £V
6eEL0 te 10D Opdvov ToD Beod kekdOikey.

Verse 3

avohoyiooode yop tOV ToLovTnY
VITOUEUEVNKOTO VITO TOV AUAOTOADV i
£0VTOV Avtihoytayv, Tva p kdunte talg
PYuyals VUAV Eklvduevor.

Note how that words used in exhortation of the
Christian in verse 1 are now used of Christ's
conduct in verse 2 — JTOOKELUAL, VITOUOVY/
vrtouevw. He also had a work and prize set
before him and he endured it not only with
patience but also with joy. It is because of this
that he is our dpyNYy0g and our TEAELWTNG.

dvahoyiooobe  Verb, aor midd dep imperat,
2 pl dvoloywCouat consider closely,
think of, compare

Does not occur elsewhere in NT or LXX. "It
is common in classical Greek, and expresses in
particular the careful estimate of one object
with regard to another." Westcott

dgopaw fix one's eyes on

Does not occur elsewhere in NT or LXX.

dpynyos, ov m leader, pioneer,
originator
TEAELWTNG, OV m perfecter

TOLOVTOG, GUTI), OVTOV see v.1

voueuevnkdta  Verb, perf act ptc, m acc s
vouevw endure

auaptwhog, ov  sinful, sinner

govtog, €avtn, favtov him/herfitself

Not found elsewhere in NT or LXX — or
classical writers. "He too looked through the
present and the visible to the future and the
unseen." Westcott.

"In looking to Jesus, then, we are looking to
him who is the supreme exponent of faith, the
one who, beyond all others, not only set out on
the course of faith but also pursued it without
wavering to the end. He, accordinly, is
uniquly qualified to be the supplier and
sustainer of the faith of his followers."
Hughes.

Metzger writes of the UBS text Committee,
"Although external evidence strongly favours
either eic €avtovg or eig avtovg [p* p" &
D*# Origen], the difficulty of making sense of
the plural led a majority of the Committee to
prefer the singular number, choosing €ig
£0VTOV as the least inadequately supported
reading." Hughes follows Moffatt et al in
concluding that the plural "represents an early
corruption of the text."

avti prep with gen for, because of
TOOKeELUAL  see v.1
xapa, ac f joy, gladness

avtihoyua, ag T hostility, hatred, rebellion
kdunte Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl kauvw be

sick; év Yuyn k. be discouraged
gkhvoual give up, faint

Cf. Gal 6:9.

"The joy was that of the work of redemption
accomplished." Westcott. Hughes adds, "...
thus bringing to fruition all the purposes of
God's creation and all the promises of his
covenant."

Day 848: Hebrews 12:4-11

Verse 4

vméuervey  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s Vouevm
endure
OTOUPOS, OV M  Cross

OVt uéyELs aluaTog AVTLKOTESTNTE TEOS
™V Quoptiay avtaywviouevor,

otovpog without the article fixes attention on
the nature of the death.

aloyvvn, ng £ shame, disgrace

katappovew despise, think nothing of

oeELog, a, ov right, deEla right hand

Bpovog, ov m throne

kekdOikev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s kaOLlw
sit down, sit, take one's seat

A repeated theme, cf. 1:3; 2:9; 4:14; 5:5,8f.;
6:19f.; 7:26; 8:1;9:12, 24, 28; 10:12; 13:20.

ovmw not yet

uexot and upeypig prep with gen until, to
the extent, as far as

aipo, atog f blood
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"This suggests a striking contrast between such
affliction as they had passed through and the
manner in which Christ came with the express
purpose of shedding his blood on the cross for
their redemption... Well do they know that
their consciences have been purified from dead
works and their eternal redemption procured
by the shedding of the blood of Jesus (9:12,14;
cf. 10:29): how willingly, then, should they be
prepared to persevere and to suffer, even to the
point of shedding their lifeblood, in gratitude
to him who gave his all for them and in loyalty
to so wonderful a gospel!" Hughes.

uootiyow beat with a whip, discipline,
punish

mapadeyouar accept, acknowledge,
recognise

Verse 7

elc oudeloy viTopuévete: MS VIolg VULV
mpoogépeTat O 0edc Tig Yap viog Ov oV
TOLOEVEL TATN;

modea, ag f seev.5
vmouevw  endure

avtikatéotnte  Verb, aor act indic, 2 pl
avtikaOwotur  resist
auaptia, og £ sin

"The clause may be either imperative or
indicative. The absence of a connecting
particle in the next clause favours the latter
view." Westcott

Note that persecution is part of the struggle
against sin! This is explained in the verses that
follow which speak of the discipline of the
Lord.

mpoogepw oOffer; pass treat, deal with

avraywviCoual  struggle

"The word stadeLa is used differently in this
verse and the next. Discipline is here regarded
as the end, and in the following verse as the
means." Westcott

Does not occur elsewhere in NT or LXX.

Verse 5

Totnp, Totpog m  father

Verse 8

Kal €kAEAN00e Thig mapakijoews, ftig VUl
Mg violg dtahéyetal, Yi€ uov, un OArywpet
modetag kvpiov, unde ¢kAvov vie adtod
gheyOuevog:

el 8¢ ywptc gote madelag fig pétoyol
yeyovoowy mavteg, dpa vobou kal oy viot
gote.

gxhéAnobe  Verb, perf pass dep indic, 2 pl
éxhavOavopar forget completely

Occurs here only in NT

mapakinolg, emg f encouragement,
counsel

The following is a word of encouragement
because it is a reminder that trials do not
signify abandonment by God but sonship.

¥wpLg prep with gen without

Uetoyos, ov m one who shares in,
partner, companion

yeyovoowv  Verb, perf act indic, 3 pl
YLVOUOLL

vobBog, m, ov illegitimate (as of children)

Verse 9

ootig, Mg, 6 1L who, which
dtaAeyonor address, speak

elto Tovg nev tfic oopkdg Mudv Tatépag
elyyouev oLdevTAg Kol Evetpemduedos ov
oAV [88] udAlov votoynoduedo 1o
TATEL TOV TVEVUATWV Kol Cioouev;

The quotation is from Prov 3:11f. "The
utterance of Scripture is treated as the voice of
God conversing with men." Westcott.

OMywpew think lightly of

Does not occur elsewhere in the NT or LXX

maldewa, ag f discipline; instruction,
training

unde and not, neither

gxhvopal see v.3

éheyxw rebuke, convict

Verse 6

eito.  adv. moreover, after all

00pE, oapkog f  flesh, human nature

glyouev Verb, imperf act indic, 1 pl €xw

modevTng, ov m one who disciplines or
corrects

évtpemw pass respect, regard

JTOAVG, JTOAAN, TTOMV gen TTOAAOV, MG, OV
much, many

uoilov adv more; rather

vrotaynoodueba  Verb, fut pass indic, 1 pl
Votaoow subordinate; pass. be
subject, submit to

Cow live, be alive

OV yap dyamd KOPLOG TOLOEVEL, LOOTLYOL
8¢ AvTa VIOV OV ToPAdEYETAL.

dyamow love, show love for
madevw instruct, discipline, correct

[CF. 1 Tim 1:20

"Such absolute subjection is crowned by the
highest blessing (ko Tnoouev). True life
comes from complete self-surrender. As the
One Son fulfilled His Father's will and lives
through Him, so the many sons live through
His life in obedience to Him." Westcott
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Verse 10

ol uev yap mpog OAiyog NUEPOS koTd TO
dokodv avtolg émaidevov, O ¢ £ml 1O
oVu@EPOV elg TO ueTahaPelv Thg dryrdtnrog
avtoD.

ohyog, m, ov little, small; pl. few

dokolv Verb, pres act ptc, n nom/acc s
dokew think, suppose; intrans seem;
impers it seems good, proper or best

TOLdEVW  see V.6

ovugepov, ov n good, advantage,
benefit

uetolaupavw receive, share in, have

aylotng, ntog f holiness, moral purity

"The righteousness produced by discipline is
that perfect righteousness which, imputed in
justification and striven for in the Christian
race, is fully imparted when at last the victor
stands before his exalted Lord face to face (1
Jn 3:2); for it is indeed nothing other than the
unblemished righteousness of Christ himself."
Hughes.

Day 849: Hebrews 12:12-17

Verse 12

Here is the end God has in view, the purpose
which we are to ascribe to trials. Cf. Romans
5:3-5.

ALO TG TOPELUEVOS XETOOG KAl TO
mopaiehvuéva yovata dvopbwoarte,

Verse 11

mooa 8¢ adeio PO UV TO TOPOV OV
dokel xapdg etvar GG AMomng, Botepov 8¢
KOOV lpNVLKOV TOTS dLe avThig
YEYUUVAOUEVOLS GITOdIdWOLY dLKOLOGUVNC.

maldelo, ag f seev.S

TapOv  Verb, pres pte, n nom/acc s TOPELUL
be present

dokew see v.10

xapa, ag f joy, cause of joy

oLo therefore, for this reason

mopewuévag  Verb, perf pass pte, f acc pl
mapwmut  neglect; pf pass ptc drooping,
weakened

xeLp, xewpog f hand

mopolehvuéva  Verb, perf pass ptc, n
nom/acc pl mwopahvouar be paralyzed

yovv, yovotog n knee

dvopbwoate  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
dvopBow restore, rebuild, strengthen

Cf. 10:39

\mm, ng f grief, sorrow, pain

votepov adv afterwards, later, finally
kopmog, ov m fruit, harvest, outcome
glpnvikog, 1, ov peaceful; peace-loving

|Cf. James 3:17, also 2 Cor 4:17.

yveyvuvoouévolg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n
dat pl yvuvalw train, exercise;
discipline

"When our author describes the harvest it
produces as 'peaceful' the metaphor is still that
of the athletic contest. For the adjective
bespeaks the rest and relaxation enjoyed by the
victorious contestant once the conflict is over."
Hughes.

"The Apostle urges those who were
themselves in danger to help others in like
peril." Westcott. Westcott believes that the
injunctions of these verses are directed
towards our care one of another rather than
simply watchfulness over ourselves as
individuals.

Hughes, however, comments, "In these two
verses the imagery of the athletic contest is
retained: the severity of the conflict with its
continuous discipline is such that the
competitor who lacks determination allows his
hands to hang down and feels his knees to be
weakened; and, giving way to discouragement,
he easily falters in the race and fails to keep to
a straight course." The context of the
quotation from Is 35:3 does however suggest
an element of encouraging others to remain
strong, and this is acknowledged by Hughes in
his note on the following verse.

dmoddwul give, yield, repay
dkatoovvn, ng f righteousness

Verse 13

"Peacable fruit — even the fruit of
righteousness, that is, consisting in
righteousness." Westcott.

kol TpoyLig 0p0dg moLelte TOlg TOoLY
VUOV, v un 1O xwhov éktpard, 100f 68
UAGALOV.

Tooya, o f way, path
opbog, m, ov straight
movg, modog m foot

Cf. Prov 4:26. "The Christian athlete must
keep to the 'running lane' which has been
assigned to him." Hughes.

¥whog, 1, ov lame, crippled
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"By 10 XwAOV... the Apostle describes the
lame member of the Church, who is unable to
stand or walk firmly on his way. Compare 1
Kings 18:21. The 'halting' of the Hebrews
'between two opinions' is the characteristic
type of their weakness." Westcott

Verse 15

gmokomodvieg wij Tig Votep®V Gmd Thig
xGprtog 10D Oeod, un tig PiCa mkplog
Gvw @oovoa évoyAfi kol ot avtfig
uLovedoLy woilot,

éxtpastfi Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s
éxtpemmopatr  wander, go astray;
perhaps be disabled

gmiokomew  see to it, take care; oversee

Westcott thinks it means 'put out of joint,' as
do Moffatt, Bruce, RSV, JB, NEB. Hughes
follows Spicq in preferring the sense 'turned
out of the way.'

"The word £mLOKOTTOVVTES expresses the
careful regard of those who occupy a position
of responsibility... Each Christian shares in
this in due degree." Westcott

100ff Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s taouar heal,
cure, restore
uoirov adv rather, instead

Tig, TL acc TLvd, T gen Twvdg dat TLvi
enclitic pronoun and adj anyone,
anything

votepew  lack, fall short of

"The note of concern and responsibility for
others seems to be implicit in the admonition:
by holding a straight course himself the
Christian sets an example of constancy which
will help those who are lame or faltering to do
the same and thus to be healed and restored to
the contest. In the spirit of 10:23-25 above, by
holding fast the confession of our hope
without wavering not only will we prove the
faithfulness of all that God has promised but
others also will be encouraged and freed from
the crippling spirit of despondency and self-
pity." Hughes.

"The idea seems to be that of falling behind,
not keeping pace with the movement of divine
grace which meets and stirs the progress of the
Christian." Westcott.

xopLg, 1tog £ grace

owa, ng f root, source

mikpLa, ag f bitterness, spite, bitter
feeling

dvw adv above; up, upwards

(VW grow, come up

évoylew trouble, cause trouble

Verse 14

"The image is taken from Deut 29:17f... The
root is personal ... and not doctrinal: a
pernicious man and not a pernicious opinion."
Westcott

Elprivnv SLwkeTe UeTd TAVTWV, Kol TOV
ayraoudv, ov xwpeig ovdeig Getal TOV
KVPLOV,

utavB®owv - Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl powve
defile, contaminate

elonvn, ng f peace
olwkw seek after, pursue, follow

Marks the eagerness and constancy of the
pursuit. Cf. Ps. 34:14; 1 Peter 3:11; Rom
12:18.

"The implication is that one embittered and
rebellious person in their midst can have a
disastrous effect on the community as a whole,
so that the many are defiled — just as one
noxious root can poison a whole crop."
Hughes.

aylaouog, ov m sanctification, holiness

Verse 16

Cf. 1 Peter 1:15f. The Christian seeks peace
with all alike, but he seeks holiness also, and
this cannot be sacrificed for that." Westcott

urj g wépvog 1 BEPNhog g "Hoad, Og
Avti Bpwoews uLlg Amédeto 1o
TEWTOTOKLO £0VTOD.

XWPLS see v.8

o0VdELS, 0VdeULa, 0VdEV  Nno one, nothing

oypetar fut midd dep, 3 s dpaw see,
observe, perceive

Cf. Mt 5:8. Westcott thinks that the reference
is to seeing "Christ, for whose return in glory
believers wait." Cf. 1 Jn 3:2f.

TOPVOG, OV m man who practices sexual
immorality

N or

BePnrog, ov vile, godless, irreligious
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Westcott thinks that Esau is cited as an The oty refers to evAoyLav |
example of a fefAnhog but not of a Topvoc.
He thinks that Topvog is to be understood in

its literal sense and not of an idolater. The two Day 850: Hebrews 12:18-24
words focus on moral quality in the person
themselves and in their attitude towards God. Verses 18-29

Pepnhog "describes a character which
recognises nothing as higher than earth: for
whom there is nothing sacred: no divine
reverence for the unseen." However, Hughes
says, "It is much more natural to understand
both adjectives as referring to Esau. It has
been pointed out ... that Esau's act in taking
two foreign women as wives, who 'made life

"This section forms a solemn close to the main
argument of the Epistle. It offers a striking
picture of the characteristics of the two
Covenants summed up in the words 'terror' and
'grace’; and at the same time, in harmony with
the whole current of thought, it emphasises the
truth that the greater privileges bring greater

. responsibility. The section falls into two parts:
bitter for Isaac and Rebekah," must have been a) pThe conti,ast of the position of the ChrIi)stian

Iegtarded bsl hfl:hparents as lmmo;z}l an.d . with that of the Israelites at the giving of
antamount of the commission of fornication the Law (18-24); and

(Gen 26:34f; 27:46)." Hughes. b) The duties of the Christian which flow

dvtu prep with gen for, in place of from this position (25-29)." Westcott
powoig, ewg f food, a meal

elg, wa, €v gen €vog, ULag, £Vog one,
single

artédeto  Verb, aor midd indic, 3 s
dmoddwul give, give back; midd sell

Verse 18
OV yap mpooenivbate YNAaQWUEVER Kol
KEKOWUEV® TTUPL Kal yvoem Kal LoOgpw Kal

TpwToTOKL, WV n  birthright, rights Buehin
belonging to the firstborn son mpooeAn\iBate  Verb, perf act indic, 2 pl
Cf. Gen 25:33f. "These Hebrew Christians TPOCEPYOUOL - come or go to
will be guilty of a much greater act of Ymhagaw touch, feel (pass ptc able to be
profanity if, disheartened by the difficulties of touched)
the contest, they barter not an earthly but a A number of MSS include the word opet
heavenly birthright for a short period of (mountain) after YnAagpouévo.
worldly ease and prosperity." Hughes. kekavuéve  Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n dat s
kaww light, burn; pass be lit, burn
Verse 17 P, og n fire
{ote yOp 81 kal petémerta Oéhwv YVogog, ov_m_darkness
kAnpovoufioal thv edhoyiav |Cf. Deut 4:11; 5:22; Ex 19:16ff.
dmedokiudiodn, petavoiag yop tomov oy Cogog, ov m gloom, darkness
ﬁf)’pﬁ\’, kaimep uetd dakpvwv ektntrioag Buehha, ng £ wind storm, whirlwind
oVTNHV.
{ote Verb, indic or imperat 2 pl oida Verse 19
know, understand Kol 0dATTLYYOC Tfixm kol pwvii dnudtov, fig
uetemerta  afterwards ol GKOVOUVTES TOPNTHOVTO Ut
Beho  wish, will npootedfival avtolg Adyov:
Kkn_p(r)]vo_;:ew receive, gain possession of, GOMTILE, tyyoo f trumpet; trumpet blast
inheri

Mxog, ov m sound, noise
|CfEx 19:16; 20:18. |

gvhoyla, ag f blessing, praise
dmedokiudiobn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s

dmodokiualw reject onua, atog n_word
uetavola, og f repentance, change of |Cf. Deut 4:12. |
heart nopnmoavto  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 pl
T0710G, OV _m_place, opportunity mopatteoual  ask for, request, beg
"A place of repentance' is an opportunity for mpootedijvar  Verb, aor pass infin
changing a former decision." Westcott mpootinul add, add to
gvpLokw find, discover Cf. Ex 20:19 also Dt 5:25-27.

kowrtep though, although
oakpvov, ov n tear (asin weeping)
ékCntew seek or search diligently
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Verse 20

ovk Epepov yop TO dLooteAlouevov, Kov
Bnpiov Biyn 100 Spovg, Abofoindricetal:

qepw bring, carry, bear

otaoteAlonat order, command

kav (kou éav) even if, and if, even

Onpwov, ov n animal, beast, wild animal

Oiyn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s OLyyavw
touch

|Cf Ex 19:12

0pog, ovg n  mountain, hill
MBofoAindroetal  Verb, fut pass indic, 3 s
MBoPoiew stone, throw stones at

Verse 21

"Ye are not brought face to face with any
representation of the terrors of Sinai; but ye
are even now still standing in a heavenly
presence, not material but spiritual, not
manifested in elemental powers but in living
hosts, not finding expression in threatening
commands but in means of reconciliation,
inspiring not fear but hope. Yet, it is implied
that the awfulness of the position is not less
but greater than that of the Israelites."
Westcott

0pog, ovg n mountain, hill

| The ko here has the force 'even'.

kal, oVtm Qofepdv fv 1O povTaLtouevov,
Mowiiofig eimev, "Ek@opog elul kol
gvtpouog.

moAlg, ewg f  city, town
Caw live, be alive

"The fear which was felt by the people was felt
also by the Lawgiver himself." Westcott

ovtwg and oUTw adv. thus, in this way

pofepog, o, ov fearful, terrifying

pavialonol appear (To @ovtolouevov
the sight or spectacle)

| Occurs nowhere else in the NT

éxpofog, ov frightened, terrified
évrpouog, ov trembling, full of fear

"Similar words are used by Moses in
connexion with the worshipping of the golden
calf, Deut 9:19; but it is hardly possible that
the writer of the Epistle transferred these
directly to the scene of the giving of the Law
when the fear was due to circumstances
essentially different. It is more likely that he
refers to some familiar tradition in which the
feelings of Moses were described in these
terms." Westcott. This was certainly Moses'
reaction earlier at the 'buring' bush, cf. Ex 3:6.

"In the spiritual reality, Mount Zion represents
the strong divine foundation of the new Order,
while the City of the Living God represents the
social structure in which the Order is
embodied. God — Who is a Living God — does
not dwell alone, but surrounded by His
people." Westcott.

"The author's assertion, But you have come to
Mount Zion, etc., is in itself indicative of his
confidence that a genuine work of the gospel
has been experienced among those to whom he
is writing, however much some of them may
be in danger of falling away into apostasy."
Hughes.

g¢movpoviog, ov heavenly, celestial

uvpog, adog f group of ten thousand,
myriad, countless thousands

mavnyvpls, ewg f festal gathering, joyful
gathering

Verse 22

"The word tavnyvpig, which was used of the
great national assemblies and sacred games of
the Greeks ... occurs here only in the NT ...
The suggestion is that of the common joy of a
great race." Westcott

A TTpooeEANAV0TE SLwv BpeL kol TOAEL
0e0d Tdvtog, Tepovoainu émovpaviw, Kol
LUPLAoLY Ayyéhwv, TovnyvpEeL

On the contrast between Sinai and the
heavenly Jerusalem, cf. Gal 4:25f.

mpooeAvBaTe  see v.18
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There is much debate as to whether the word
belongs with what precedes (‘thousands of
angels in joyful assembly' NIV), or with what
follows (‘the general assembly and church of
the firstborn' AV). Hughes, who favours the
former, writes, "The eternal Son, who, to
procure our redemption, 'for a little while was
made lower than the angels,' is now 'crowned
with glory and honour,' high above all angels
(2:9). Before him, in the heavenly city,
'myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands,' that is to say, an innumerable
company, of angels adore him by singing:
"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and might and
honour and glory and blessing' (Rev 5:11f.).
This scene of joyful praise and celebration in
the heavenly Jerusalem is what is meant by
their being in festal gathering."

"This is the only place in which duaBnkn vea
occurs in the NT ... The Covenant is spoken
of as vea in regard to its recent establishment,
and not as ka.vn in regard of its character."”
Westcott

ueortng, ov m mediator, intermediary

aipo, atoc f blood

pavtiopog, ov m  sprinkling

kpelrttov and kpelooov adv. better

MahoUvtL  Verb, pres act ptc, m dat s Aohew
speak

"The voice of 'the blood of Jesus' is doubly
contrasted with the voice of the blood of Abel.
That, appealing to God, called for vengeance,
and making itself heard in the heart of Cain,
brought despair; but the blood of Christ pleads
with God for forgiveness and speaks peace to
man." Westcott

Verse 23

Kol ékkAnoig mpwtoTtdKkmwy
dmoyeypauuévmy £v ovpavols, Kol koLt
Be®d mTAvVTWY, Kol TVEVUOOL dLKOtwY
TETEAELWUEVQY,

ékkhnowa, ag f congregation, church

Cf. the description of the Israelites assembled
at Sinai as ékkAnolo (Acts 7:38; Dt 4:10; 9:10;
18:16).

TPWTOTOKOG, ov first-born, first

Note the plural. "They are spoken of as
'firstborn,' enjoying the privileges not only of
sons but of firstborn sons ... Perhaps there is
still some faint reminiscence of the reckless
sacrifice of his birthright (v.16 TpmwToTOKL(Y)
by Esau." Westcott. Also recalls that God
spoke of Israel as his firstborn son, Ex 4:22f.

dmoyeypauuévawyv  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen
pl dmoypagw register, enrol

Cf. Ex 32:32f; Ps 64:28; Lk 10:20; Phil 4:3.
The perfect tense signifies indelible action.

ovpavog, ov m heaven

kpLtng, ov m judge

OlkaLog, o, ov righteous, just

teteletwuévey  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
tehetow make perfect

"The judgement ... has been in part
triumphantly accomplished." Westcott.
On tehetovodal cf. 2:18; 7:11; 10:14.

Verse 24

kol drabnkng véag ueoity "Incol, kai
otpatt povtiopnod kpelttov Aalodvil Topd
TOV APeEN.

otabnkn, ng covenant
veog, o, ov new, fresh, young
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