Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 171: Hebrews 12:25-13:25

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 171 — Hebrews 12:25-13:25

Day 851: Hebrews 12:25-29

Verses 25-29

John Brown considers chapter 13 to be a kind
of post-script to the main body of the letter
which concludes with chapter 12. From this
perspective he writes, "The Epistle commences
with the declaration that the Gospel is the
completed revelation of the divine will
respecting the salvation of men, — a revelation
not made by man or angel, but by the Only-
begotten of God; and it closes with a solemn
exhortation to beware of treating such a
revelation in a manner unworthy of its
character, as the ultimate manifestation of the
word of God, made by that Eternal Word of
life who was in the beginning with the Father,
and who has declared Him unto man. The first
and the last paragraphs of the Epistle, properly
so called, bind together as it were, all the
intervening statements, illustrations and
arguments. 'God, who at sundry times spoke
to the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last
days spoken to us by His Son.' 'See, then, that
ye refuse not Him that speaketh."

uoilov adv more; rather

ovpavog, ov m heaven

dmootpeqw turn away; midd (and aor
pass) turn away from, refuse, reject

Suggests that such turning away had already
commenced.

Verse 26

o0 1 @ovi) TV Yiiv éodhevoev TOTE, VOV OF
gmiyyeltal Aéywv, "Eti dmag éyw ogliow
oV uovov TV yiiv dAG kal TOv ovpavdv.

oalevw shake, disturb

CfEx 19:18

tote then, at that time
gmyyeltar  Verb, perf midd (deponent) &
pass indic, 3s €mayyeloual promise

Verse 25

BAémete un wopattijonobe tov Aakodviar
el Yo gketvol ovk EEEpuyov €l Vg
TOPOLTNOAUEVOL TOV YONUATICOVTA, TOAY
woALOV TUETS Ol TOV dute oVPAVAVY
ATOOTPEPOUEVOL®

premw see, beware of, see to it
mopaltionobe  Verb, aor midd dep subj, 2 pl
JTopoLTEONOL see v.19.

"The prophecy of Haggai (2:6ff, 21ff.) deals
with two main subjects, the superior glory of
the second temple in spite of its apparent
poverty: the permanent sovereignty of the
house of David in spite of its apparent
weakness. The prophet looks forward from
the feeble beginnings of the new spiritual and
national life to that final manifestation of the
majesty of the kingdom of God in which the
discipline begun on Sinai is to have an end.
He naturally recalls in thought the phenomena
which accompanied the giving of the law; and
foreshadows a correspondence between the
circumstances of the first and last scenes in
divine revelation. That which was local and
preparatory at Sinai is seen in the
consummation to be universal." Westcott

Note the present participle AaAovvta. He
who spoke in the Son (1:2) still speaks in him.

€keLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that, those

gEéqpuyov  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
gK@eEVYw escape

yn, yng f earth, land

gty still, yet

GamoE once, once for all time
oeww shake

uovov adv only, alone

Verse 27

Qualifies the whole phrase, while "the
corresponding phrase &t 00POVWV expresses
only the position of the revealer and not of
those to whom the revelation is given."
Westcott.

10 8¢, "ETL dma& dnhot [tv] tdv
OOAEVOUEVOV UETADEOLY O TTETOLNUEVQV,
Tvo ueivy T un colevdueva.

10 8¢ 'ETuL 07t0€ "The words, 'Yet once more

yonuotiLw warn, direct

"The long sufferings in the wilderness
witnessed to the punishment of that unbelief
which made the people rescued from Egypt
unfit and unwilling to hold converse with
God." Westcott.

oniolL Verv, pres act indic, 3 s dnhow
make clear, indicate

uetabeole, emg f removal, change

memowuévwv  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
TTOLE®

uevw remain, stay, abide
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"... all that stands undisturbed in the present
trial. The 'shaking' is looked upon as already
taking place." Westcott suggests that the
reference is to the beginnings of the fall of
Jerusalem.

"The purpose of this ultimate shaking is 'in
order that what cannot be shaken may remain.'
For the people of God, who belong to the
order of things which are unshakable, the
removal of all that is insecure and imperfect is
something to be eagerly anticipated; for this
final shaking of both heaven and earth is
necessary for the purging and eradication from
the universe of all that is hostile to God and his
will, for establishment of all that, being in
harmony with the divine mind, is permanent,
and for the inauguration of the new heaven
and the new earth, that is, the renewal as
'changed' creation, in which all God's purposes
in creation are brought to everlasting
fulfilment at the consummation of the
redemption procured in and by Christ (Rev
21:11f; 2 Peter 3:10-13); and this will take
place with the return of Christ in glory and
majesty (Rev 19:111f))...

"Among those things which are shaken are the
sacrifices of the old levitical system and the
impermanent order of things instituted through
the mediation of Moses, which have been
surpassed and superseded by the one perfect
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, our great High Priest.
This unique sacrifice, unshakable in its
efficacy, is itself the foundaton of that
unblemished new order that abides forever
(Rev 5:11ff.; 7:13ff.). Our author is concerned
lest those to whom he is writing should forsake
the unshakable realities of the gospel for the
outmoded system they have professed to
abandon." Hughes

Verse 28

AL Baothetav dodhevtov
TAPAAAUBAVOVTES Exmuev ydowv, die fig
MTPEVWUEY EVAPEOTWS TA) Bed neTd
evhafeiog kol déovg:

oLo therefore, for this reason

"The thought of the 'Kingdom' lies in the
second part of Haggai's prophecy, which the
quotation naturally suggested to the readers."
Westcott

The Kingdom is "an ordered and harmonious
society governed by him who is the Sovereign
Lord of all (Rev 19:16)." Hughes.

doakevtog, ov immovable; unshakable
maporoupfove take, receive, accept
xapLs, 1tog f  grace; thanks, gratitude

"The use of the phrase yopLv éxeLv elsewhere
in the NT is strongly in favour of the sense 'let
us feel and shew thankfulness to God": Lk
17:9;1 Tim 1:12; 2 Tim 1:3." Westcott.
Gratitude is the heart's response to the Gospel:
2 Cor 9:15; Eph 5:20; Col 3:17; 1 Thess 5:18.

hatpgvw  serve, worship

Cf. Rom 12:1.

gV0PE0TWS  in an acceptable way

In NT always used in connection with
relationship to God.

evhofela, ag f godly fear, reverence
deog, ovg n awe, godly fear

| Does not occur elsewhere in the NT.

Verse 29

kal yop 6 0e0g Nudv tdp katavahiokov.

mvp, og n fire
KOTOVOALOK®W consume, devour

The God of Zion is one and the same with the
God of Sinai. "He purifies by burning up all
that is base in those who serve Him, and all
that is unfit to abide in His Presence: Mal
3:2f; Mal 4:1." Westcott. Cf. Dt 4:24.

Day 852: Hebrews 13:1-6

Chapter 13

"The thirteenth chapter is a kind of appendix
to the Epistle, like Rom 15,16. The first
twelve chapters form a complete treatise; and
now for the first time, distinct personal traits
appear... but the central portion brings back
with fresh power some of the main thoughts on
which the writer has before insisted."

Westcott

Guthrie provides the following summary, "A
series of apparently disconnected exhortations
and other incidental teaching is found in this
last chapter. The moral advice covers social,
private and religious life. The final
exhortation is to readers to make a clean break
with Judaism, which is mentioned under the
term 'camp'. A magnificent doxology precedes
the closing salutation."
i) Exhortations affecting social life (13:1-3);
ii) Exhortations affecting private life (13:4-6);
ii1) Exhortations affecting religious life (13:7-
9);
iv) About the Christian's new altar (13:10-16);
v) Final words (13:17-25).
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Verse 1

H @uhodehpio pevéTw.

Verse 4

pLAadelgLo, ag f brotherly love
uevw remain, stay, abide

Tiutog 6 yduog év maowv kol 1) Kol
auiovtog, mdpvoug YU Kal HoLXoUg KOLVED
0 0gbc.

May suggest the beginnings of a decline in
such love. Just as our brotherhood derives
from union with Christ, so also our love for the
brothers originates in him, cf. Jn 13:34; 1
Thess 4:9.

TLULOG, O, OV precious, valuable, held in
honour
youog, ov m wedding, marriage

Verse 2

thg @LhoEeviag un mhavOdveosde, dud
TavTng Yoo EMaBdV Tiveg EevioovTteg
ayyéhovg.

Many of the older commentators take the first
phrase as indicative rather than imperative (so
also AV). However, Westcott thinks that all
the phrases in this and into the next verse are
hortatory (so also NIV). This is the only
occasion in the NT where yopog is used to
mean the married state.

@LAogevia, ag f hospitality
é¢mhavOavoual forget, neglect, overlook

kouvtn, ng f bed; marital relationship
auovtog, ov - pure, undefiled, unstained

Particularly Christians travelling from
elsewhere and previously unknown to them.

£MoBOv  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
AavBave  be hidden; be unaware

Tig, TL acc TLvd, TL gen Twvdg dat TLvi
enclitic pronoun anyone, a certain

Eevioavieg Verb, aor act ptc, m nom pl
EeviCw entertain as a guest

"The form of the illustration seems to be that
we only observe the outside surface of those
whom we receive. More lies beneath than we
can see. Christ indeed comes to the heart of
those who are welcomed in his name (Matt
25:40,46; John 13:20)." Westcott.

The allusion is doubtless to Abraham's
entertaining of three strangers, one of whom is
later addressed by him as Yahweh (Gen
18:1ff)

"It is possible that the Hebrew Christians to
whom this letter was sent were being
influenced by Essene doctrines of asceticism
involving the denunciation of marriage as a
state detrimental to the attainment of
godliness. Or it may be that they were situated
in a social environment in which the marriage
bond was lightly esteemed or even regarded as
unnecessary and sexual license of every kind
condoned, and which therefore was in conflict
with the Christian ideal of marriage and
chastity. In either case the construction should
be treated as hortatory rather than declaratory."
Hughes.

TOPVOG, OV m man who practices sexual
immorality

uoxog, ov m adulterer

kpLvel Verb, fut act indic, 3 s kplvw judge

Verse 3

Cf. Eph 5:5f; Rom 1:26ff.

wuvrokeoBe TV deoulmv mg
OUVOEDEUEVOL, TV KOAKOVYOVUEVIV MG KO
ovTol GVTEG £V CWUATL.

Verse 5

wuvnokopotr  remember, keep in mind
OeoULOg, OV m prisoner

A@LAdpyvpog 6 TpdITog AEKOVUEVOL TOTG
stopooLy: oTog Yap elpnkev, OV Y ot
Avd ovde oV Y ot Eykotahimm:

Cf. 10:34, see also 2 Tim 1:16.

dgLhapyvpog, ov  not greedy for money
TOOTOS, OV m way, manner, way of life

ovvdedeuévol  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
ovvdeonor be in prison with

kakovyeoual be ill-treated

owua, Tog n body

" O 1pomOog describes the general character. It
is not found elsewhere in the NT in this
sense." Westcott

"The bodily hardships now being experienced
by some of their fellow believers could equally
well, and perhaps will, be experienced by them
too." Hughes.

dpkew be enough; pass. be content, be
satisfied

Cf. Phil 4:10-13

mopeluL be present
glpnkev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s Aeyw

These exact words are not found in the OT, but
similar assurances are found in Gen 28:15;
Josh 1:5; Deut 31:6ff. Westcott suggests that
the words "had probably been moulded into
this shape by common use."
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av® Verb, aor act subj, 1 s dvinut
loosen, desert, fail

The sense is "losing hold so as to withdraw the
support rendered by the sustaining grasp."
Westcott

Day 853: Hebrews 13:7-16

Verse 7

gykatolmw Verb, aor act subj, 1's
éycotalewtw forsake, abandon

"The avaricious man is never content:
ungenerous and grasping, he always wants
more and is always afraid of losing what he
has. How different from the serenity of the
true Christian who knows that, having Christ,
he lacks nothing that is essential for his well-
being (cf. Ps 23:1). Paul, destitute of worldly
possessions, sublimely speaks of himself 'as
having nothing, and yet possessing everything'
(2 Cor 6:10). 'T have learned,' he asures his
friends at Philippi, 'in whatever state I am, to
be content' (Phil 4:11). His is the true
imitation of the Master, who on earth had no
place of his own where he might rest his head
(Mt 8:20), who taught that 'a man's life does
not consist in the abundance of his
possessions' (Lk 12:15), and who advised his
disciples to lay up treasure for themselves in
heaven rather than on earth (Mt 6:19f.) —in
other words, though poor in the eyes of men,
to be 'rich toward God' (Lk 12:21). We are
made rich, indeed, by the poverty which he
embraced for our sakes in the incarnation and
at the cross (2 Cor 8:9), and having the
assurance that our God will supply our every
need 'according to his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus' we can find no excuse for discontent
(Phil 4:19)." Hughes.

MvnuoveveTe TOV NYOUUEVOV VUV,
oltiveg ENaAnoay vutv toOv Adyov 10D
0e0D, OV dvabempodvteg TV EkBoowy Tiig
AvaoTpoQfic uLuetode v ioTLv.

uvnuovevw remember, keep in mind

fyeouar think, regard; lead, rule (6 1.
leader, ruler)

ottiveg Pronoun, m nom pl 60TLS, NTLS, O
Tt who, which

The tense may suggest leaders who have died,
in contrast with the present leaders mentioned
in vv 17 and 24.

dvobewpew observe closely
éxfaolg, ewg £ way out, outcome
avaotpogn, nc f manner of life, conduct

Westcott says "The reference here seems to be
to some scene of matyrdom in which the
triumph of faith was plainly shewn." Hughes,
however, thinks that the reference is rather to
the "'sum total' or 'achievement' of their day-
to-day behaviour, manifested in a whole life."

utpeopol imitate, follow another's
example
motie, ewg f faith, trust, belief

Verse 8

"Inoodg Xprotog €x0eg kal orjuepov 6
avTog, Koi €ig TOVS aiDdVOG.

Verse 6

¢y0ec adv yesterday

onuepov today

aidvag  Noun, acc pl aiwv, aiwvog m
age, eternity

Mote Bappodvtag Nubg Aéyery, Kvplog
guol Bondde, [kai] oV gopndioouar: Tt
moLnoeL pot dvpwrog;

wote  so that, with the result that
Bappolivtag  Verb, pres act ptc, m acc pl
Bappew be full of courage

The believer's declaration of faith rests upon
God's declaration of faithfulness. "The
quotation is from Psalm 118 (v. 6), a hymn
expressing joy and confidence in God which
was sung at the great festivals of the Jewish
people. The same joy and confidence should
be ours who are Christians, for ours is the
same God, known to us in his grace and power
as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ." Hughes.

Against the background of changing leaders
(v.7) there is an unchanging Lord — continuity
both in the message and in its object. "The
point would seem to be that, in the case of the
original recipients of this letter, he who
yesterday was the source and object of the
triumphant faith of those leaders who
instructed them in the word of God (see the
preceding verse) is still zoday the same all-
sufficient and all-powerful Redeemer and
Lord, and will continue so for ever." Hughes.

Verse 9

guol Pronoun, dats éyw
fonbog, ov m helper
pofeouar fear, be afraid (of)

Lo als TOLKIhOLG Kol EEvalg un
mapagépecde: KOAOV YA xAELTL
Beparodobar v kapdiav, ov fpwuooty,
¢v olg ovk deeAOnoav ol mepuratodvrec.

owdaym, ng f teaching, what is taught
moLkLhog, M, ov  various kinds of, diverse
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"The unchangeableness of Christ calls up in
contrast the variety of human doctrines."
Westcott

gevog, m, ov strange, foreign, unusual
napagpepw take away, carry or lead away
kohog, M, ov good, right, proper
¥apttt  Noun, dats yoplg, ttog f grace
Beparow confirm, verify, strengthen
Bowua, Tog n food, solid food
o@eMinoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
meelew gain, profit, benefit
meputatew walk, walk about, live

Food does not aid fellowship with God, cf. 1
Cor 8:8.

Verse 10

Exouev Ovotaotiolov €€ 00 qayely olk
Exovorv €€ovaiov ol Tf oknvij
AOTPEVOVTEG.

BvolaotnpLlov, ov n altar (of incense)

@ayelv  Verb, aor act infin €00uw and £00w
eat, consume

¢Covoia, ag f authority, right, capability,
power

oknvn, ng f tent, tabernacle

"The main contention is that the exclusion
from the sacrificial services of the Temple is
compensated by something which answers to
them and is of a nobler kind. Westcott goes on
to apply this to 'the Eucharist' saying, "in this
sacrament then, where Christ gives Himself as
the support of His faithful and rejoicing
people, the Christian has that which more than
fulfils the types of the Jewish ritual." He
points out that only the priests under the Old
Covenant eat from the altar, and then not from
the sacrifice on the Day of Atonement. "The
Gospel as compared with the Law offers not
less but more to believers ... The Christian
enjoys in substance that which the Jew did not
enjoy even in shadow."

Hughes, however, does not think that the
reference here is directly to the Eucharist but
to the cross and to Christ's once-for-all
sacrifice. He says that the issue of referent
here is the same as with Jesus' words in Jn
6:52-55. The term 'altar' would not be used of
the Eucharist in the ew Testament but "as used
here is a sort of shorthand, or synecdoche, for
the whole sacrificial action of Christ, as the
context plainly shows." The eating of the
priests under the old covenant "was physical;
ours is spiritual."

John Brown observes that we "are permitted to
feast on the whole sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
We not only eat his flesh, but we do what none
of the priests durst do with regard to any of the
sacrifices, we drink his blood. We enjoy the
full measure of benefit which his sacrifice was
designed to secure. We are allowed to feed
freely upon the highest and holiest of
sacrifices. Our reconciliation with God is
complete, our fellowship with him intimate
and delightful."

AOTPEVW  Sserve, worship

Verse 11

OV yap elogépetol Lowv TO alpo Tepl
auaptiog eig to dyra S0 Tod dpyLepéwe,
TOUTWV TO OWUOTO KAToKaleTol £Ew Thig
TOPEUPOMCS.

|CE. Lev 16:27.

elogepw bring in, carry in, lead in
Cwov, ov n living creature; animal
aipo, atoc f blood

auaptio, og fsin

aylog, o, ov holy, consecrated

The meaning may be Holy of Holies or may
include the Holy Place.

apyLepeve, ewg m high priest
omua, Tog n body

Kotokoww burn, burn up, consume
¢€w out, outside, away
mapeuPoAin, ng f barracks; camp

Verse 12

810 kai “Inoodg, Tva dyidon dud tod idiov
alpotog TOv Aaov, EEw tiic wohng Emabev.

oo therefore, for this reason
Gyudon Verb, aor act subj, 3 s dytofw
sanctify, make holy

Cf. 9:13.

idlog, 0, ov one's own

Aaog, ov m people, a people

Ui, ng f gate

g¢maOev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s TO0Y®
suffer

"The work of Christ, so far as it was wrought
on earth, found its consummation outside the
limits of the symbolic dwelling-place of the
chosen people." Westcott

Verse 13

totvuv £Eepymuedo PO avToOV EEM Thg
mopeuforfic, TOV dveldlondv avtod
PEPOVTEC

towvvv therefore, for that very reason
mapeupoin, ng f seev.11
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OVELOLOUOG, OV m reproach, insult,
abuse; disgrace, shame

Cf. 11:26.

pepw bring, carry, bear, lead

Hughes comments, "'Going forth' to Christ
'outside the camp' certainly meant for these
original readers, as it does for us, separation
from the fallen values of unregenerate society,
but in their case it meant also departure from
the old Jewish order of their upbringing, from
dependence on the levitical priesthood with its
feasts and sacrifices, and also, it may well be,
from the expectation of the restoration of a
purified Judaism such as was entertained by
the adherents of the Dead Sea Sect...

"Of special interest in connection with the
passage before us is the account (in Ex 33:7ff.)
of how, after the incident of the golden calf
(Ex 32) but prior to the setting up of the
tabernacle proper (Ex 40), Moses took a tent
and pitched it outside the camp, at a sufficient
distance to make it quite separate from the
camp, and called it 'the tent of meeting.' This
served as a temporary sanctuary upon which
the pillar of cloud descended when God spoke
with Moses there. Moses, by this action,
effectively emphasised the fact that the
people's sin of apostasy had separated them
from their God and had defiled the holy
ground of the camp, with the result that it was
now necessary for anyone who sought the
Lord to go forth outside the camp. Thus the
normal situation in which all territory outside
the camp was regarded as unholy and the man
who left the camp ipso facto became unclean
was at this time reversed. Sin had rendered the
camp unholy and Moses' withdrawal in order
to establish a holy location outside the camp
prefigured the setting up of the Christian altar,
Christ's cross, outside the gate and the
necessity for God's people to join Christ
there."

Verse 14

oV ydp Exouev Ode uévovoav TOAY, ALY
™V uéhhovoav mtntoduev.

®mde adv here, in this place
uevw remain, stay, abide
moALlg, ewg f city, town
uéAlovoav  Verb, pres act ptec, facc s
uehlw (ptc. without infin) coming, future
¢mlntew seek, desire, search for

|Cf. 11:14.

Verse 15

dte avtod [ovv] dvagépmuey Ovoiav
aivéoewg dud Tavtog @ Bed, Todte EoTLv
KAPTTOV YELAEWV OUOAOYOUVTWV TQ
ovopatt avtod.

"The emphatic position of 31 00TOV brings out
the peculiar privileges of the believer. He has
One through Whom he can fulfil the ... duty of
grateful worship... (7:25)." Westcott. Cf. 1
Peter 2:25; Rom 1:8.

dvagepw  offer (of sacrifice)
Bvoila, ag f sacrifice
alveolg, ewg f praise, adoration

Cf. Lev 7:12; Ps 107:22; 116:17.

Of the dia mavtog Westcott says "That which
was exceptional service under the Old
Dispensation [in connection with a vow] is the
normal service under the New."

kopmog, ov m fruit, harvest, outcome
xewhog, ovg n lip

Cf. Hos 14:2.

ouoloyew confess, declare, give thanks
OVouo, TOg n hame

Verse 16

Thig 8¢ evmotiag Kal kowvwviag un
gmhovOdveade, toraitalg yop Bvotalg
evapeoteltol O 0ede.

gvmotta, og f doing of good

| Not found elsewhere in the NT

kowvwvia, ag f fellowship, sharing in,
participation, contribution

|Cf. 2 Cor 9:13.

émhavBavoual forget, neglect, overlook

TOLOVTOG, VTN, OVTOV correlative pro &
adj such, of such kind; similar, like

evapeotew  please, be pleasing to

Day 854: Hebrews 13:17-19

Verse 17

MeiBeobe TOTg NyoVUEVOLS VUDV KoL
Vietkete, avtol yop dypvmvodoLy vmep
TOV POV DUV O AOYOV AITodwooVTES,
Tva petd xopdc To0To TOLMOoLY Kol Ui
otevalovteg, dlvorteheg yap vutv todto.

melbw persuade; pass obey, listen to

Nysouol see v.7

VIELKW  accept (someone's) authority,
submit to, be subject to

dypvmvew be alert, watch over

|Cf. Eph 6:18

Yuyn, ng f self, life, 'soul'
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dmodwoovieg Verb, fut act ptc, m nom pl
amoddwul give, pay, render

"Such an admonition implies the author's
confidence in the ability and genuineness of
this leadership, and it suggests that the
community to whom he is writing is not as a
whole giving these leaders the respect that is
their due. It may perhaps be that the occasion
of this epistle was the reception by its author
of a report, either in writing or in person, from
those leaders of the potentially serious
situation which was developing among those
over whom they had been placed." Hughes.

"The expression does not necessarily imply a
state of imprisonment, which is in fact
excluded by the language of v.23." Westcott
suggests it may have been an illness that kept
the author from those to whom he was writing.

Day 855: Hebrews 13:20-25

Verse 20

yxapa, ag f joy, gladness
otevalw sigh, groan, grumble

0O 8¢ 0£0¢ T eiprvng, O dvayaywv €k
VEKODV TOV TTOLUEVO TOV TTPORETWY TOV
uéyav &v atpott dtodikng alwviov, TOv
KVpLov udv "Incodv,

|CfJames 5:9; Rom 8:23

etonvn, ng £ peace

dlvortedng, g of no advantage or help

Does not occur elsewhere in NT — but cf. Lk
17:22.

Verses 18-25

The letter closes with more personal requests
and exhortations.

Verse 18

ITpooevyeobe mepl NUOYV, TelBOueba Yo
OTL KoMV ouveldnowy £xouev, v TOOLY
KaA®g Oéhovieg dvaotpépeodar.

TTPOCEVYOUdL pray

neldw persuade, convince

kohog, M, ov good, right, proper, fine

ovveldnols, ewg f conscience,
awareness

Oehw  wish, will

dvootpepw pass live, conduct oneself

"Such a conviction must underlie the request
for efficacious intercession. The prayers of

others will not avail for the neglect of duty."
Westcott

Cf. Rom 15:33; 16:20; 2 Cor 13:11; 1 Thess
5:23.

"It is through God, as the author and giver of
peace, that man is able to find the harmony
which he seeks in the conflicting elements of
his own nature, in his relationship with the
world, in his relation to God Himself."
Westcott.

Bruce thinks these words may suggest that the
community was troubled with disunity — as 1
Cor 14:33. Hughes disagrees, saying that the
peace spoken of here is primarily the peace of
the Gospel (Eph 6:15), "the peace which has
been established, or re-established, between
man and his Creator by the blood of Christ's
cross (Col 1:20)." This was also the view of
Owen who says, "The bringing back of our
Lord Jesus, as the Shepherd of the sheep, from
the state of the dead, through the blood of the
eternal covenant, is the great pledge and
assurance of peace with God, or the effecting
of that peace which the God of peace had
designed for the Church."

Verse 19

dvayaywv  Verb, aor act ptc, m nom s
dvoyw bring up, lead up

VvEKPOC, o, ov dead

sowunv, evog m shepherd

mpofatov, ov n sheep

TEPLOOOTEPMWG O TOPAKOAD ToDTO
motfioot Tva TaxLov dmokatootodd Duty.

epLoooTepws adv. (from epLocotepog) all
the more, especially

napakohew exhort, encourage, urge

molfjoor  Verb, aor act infin soLew

Toywov quickly, at once, soon

dmokataotabd Verb, aor pass subj, 1 s
amokadiotnuL restore, make well,
send or bring back

Bruce says of these words, which in their
context in Is 63:11 refer to Moses, "Here they
are applied to Jesus as the second Moses, who
was brought up not from the sea but from the
realm of the dead. (In the Exodus typology of
the New Testament the "sea of reeds" which
Israel crossed on the way out of Egypt is taken
of the death and resurrection of Christ into
which his people are baptised.)" The passage
in Isaiah continues by speaking of the Holy
Spirit whom God has put among his people.

ueyag, ueyoAn, ueyo large, great
aipo, atoc f blood
oLadnkn, ng covenant, will, testament
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aiwviog, ov eternal, everlasting

|Cf. Zech 9:11.

Verse 21

Kataptioor Dudg év movtl ayedd eig 10
motfioor 10 OEAnua adToD, ToLdV v Nuiv
1O £VAPEOTOV Evrtov avtod dud "Inood
Xptotod, ® 1 06Ea eig Tovg aldvag [TdV
alwvov]: dunv.

kotoptilCw mend, restore, make complete

Cf'1 Peter 5:10 "The word katopTLLELY, to
make perfect, includes the thoughts of the
harmonious combination of different powers
(comp Eph 4:12 kataptiopog, 2 Cor 13:9
kotopTLoLg), of the supply of that which is
defective (1 Thess 3:10), and of the
amendment of that which is faulty (Gal 6:1;
comp Mk 1:19)." Westcott. Hughes prefers
the translation "make you perfect in all
goodness."

dyabog, n, ov good, useful, fitting

Later MSS read movttL £pyw dyaw. Metzger
says that £0yw is an obvious homiletic gloss.

molfjoor  Verb, aor act infin 7ToLew

"Action is the true object of the harmonious
perfection of our powers. And each deed is at
once the deed of man and the deed of God
(towoat, wowwv)." Westcott. Cf. Phil
2:12,13.

Behnuoa, atog n will, wish, desire

Owen says that to do the will of God is "the
sole rule of our obedience." Hughes writes,
"The new creation is at the same time the re-
creation; for redemption means reintegration
and reconciliation (2 Cor 5:17ff.). And just as
being cannot be divorced from doing, so the
creature is redeemed not only to be a new man
but also to do the works that spring from and
make manifest the new nature, which means
specifically to do God's will, for the
performance of the divine will is the proper
function of every creature. Yet this 'doing' is
not the doing of the creature only, but at the
same time the doing of the Creator; for it is the
God of peace who is said here to be working,
or doing, in you that which is pleasing in his
sight... The Christian's service of God,
therefore, is not passive submission but
willing, joyful, and cooperative obedience.
Thus in Christ the lifeline which connects the
creature to the Creator and his eternal purposes
is restored."

g0ape0TOG, OV acceptable, pleasing
évomiov  before, in the presence of

® The doxology may be addressed to Christ,
as in 2 Tim 4:18; 2 Peter 3:18; Rev 1:6 or to
God as 2 Thess 2:9. Westcott thinks the latter
to be the more likely.

00Ea, ng f glory
aidvag  Noun, acc pl aiwv, aiwvog m
age, world order, eternity

A common phrase in doxologies — cf. Phil
4:20; 1 Tim 1:17; 2 Tim 4:18; 1 Peter 4:11,
5:11.

Verse 22

IMopokoh®d 8¢ vudg, ddehgot, dvéyeode
00 AOyov Tfic mapakhioews, Kal Yoo Sl
Bpayéwv éméotelha UTv.

Hughes suggests that the short postscript of vv
22-25 may have been in the author's own hand
having used an amanuensis for the letter.

TOPAKOAEW see V.19

aveyouor endure, be patient with

mapakinols, ewg f encouragement, help,
comfort, counsel

Bpayvg, ewa, v little, short, small; dua
Bpayxewv briefly

"That is, relative to the vastness of the
subject." Westcott.

éméoteltho.  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s
é¢motedMhw  write, instruct by letter

Verse 23

Twvwokete TOV Adel@Ov udv Tiudbgov
amolehvuévov, uebe ov £dv tdyLov EpymTat
Souot VUdC.

Westcott thinks that the yivwokeTe is
imperative, "Know ye that ...". The NEB
translates, "I have news for you,..."

dmohelvuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc &
nnom/acc s dmohvw release, set free

gov if

Toywov  quickly, at once, soon

[Cf v.19.

opouor Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dpow see

Verse 24

Aondooobe mdvrog Tovg yovuivoug
VUDV Kal TEvTog Tovg dylovg.
domdCovrol vudg ol 4o thg Itaiiog.
domalowol greet, welcome

NyeouoL see v.7

Westcott suggests that "The special salutation
of 'all that have the rule' implies that the letter
was not addressed officially to the church, but
to some section of it." Hughes disagrees with
this inference.

aylog, o, ov holy; ol dywor God's people
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Does not necessarily imply that the letter was
written from Italy. Bruce suggests a
translation that reflects the ambiguity of the
Greek, such as, "Greetings to you from our
Italian friends."

Verse 25
N xdoLg UETA TAVIWV VUV,
xapLlg, 1tog £ grace

Cf. Titus 3:15. "Every Epistle of St Paul
includes in its final greeting the wish for
'grace’ to those who receive it... There is no
corresponding greeting in James, 2 Peter, 1, 2
John, Jude." Westcott.
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