Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 204: Jude 11-25

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 204 — Jude 11-25

Day 1016: Jude 11-13

Verse 11

ovai avtols, OtL T 68O tol Kdiv
gmopevnoav, kai tf wAdvn tod Baiadu
wobob £EeyvOnoay, kal tf dviihoyig tod
Kdpe dmwlovto.

oval interj. woe! how horrible it will be!

| Introduces a 'woe oracle.'

06d0g, ov f way, path, road
TTOPEVOUOL  go, proceed, travel

"First, they are compared with Cain. Cain was
the first murderer, and Jude may mean that as
Cain murdered Abel's body, so these men
murder the souls of others. But, more subtly,
Cain was the type of the unloving man who
cared nothing for his brother, and envied him
because Abel's deeds were good and his own
bad (Gn 4:4,5,9; 1 Jn 3:12). Moreover,
according to Hebrews 11:4 he is represented as
the very opposite of the man of faith... He
stands for the cynical, materialistic character
who defies God and despises man. He is
devoid of faith and love. As such, he is the
prototype of the men with whom Jude has to
deal." Green. Bauckham comments, "In
postbiblical Jewish tradition, Cain became not
simply the first murderer, but the archetypal
sinner and the instructor of others in sin."

'They have rushed into the deceit/error of
Balaam for profit'. "They were, like Balaam,
greedy for money." Green. Cf. Num 22-24.
Bauckham adds, "Although Balaam of course
failed to curse Israel, he made up for the
failure, according to haggadic tradition, by
advising Balak to entice Israel into sin (cf.
Num 31:16)." See also Rev 2:14 and Num
25:1-3,9. Bauckham concludes, "Thus, by
highlighting and developing certain aspects of
the biblical account (especially Num 31:16),
Jewish tradition remembered Balaam primarily
as a man of greed, who for the sake of reward
led Israel into debauchery and idolatry. The
parallel with Jude’s opponents will be that,
like Balaam, they were enticing the people of
God into sexual immorality (idolatry, though
mentioned in Rev 2:14, does not appear in
Jude), and doing so because they received
financial rewards for their teaching."

avtihoyua, ag f dispute; rebellion

mhavn, ng f error, deceit, deception

uoBog, ov m pay, reward, gain

£€exvOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
ékyew and €kyvvve pour out; pass
plunge into, abandon oneself

Cf. Num 16:1ff. "These men, like Korah, had
clearly defied the duly constituted leadership
of the Church, refusing to accept their
authority and setting themselves up in
opposition." Green. Cf. 2 Tim 2:19.
Bauckham, however, comments, "Jude’s use
of Korah as a type of the false teachers has
often been thought to indicate that he accuses
them of rebelling against ecclesiastical
authorities ... but this is not necessarily the
case. Korah’s rebellion was against God as
much as against Moses and Aaron (Num
16:11; 26:9), and Jude may have seen Moses
in this context as representing the Law. It is
likely that the real significance of Korah for
Jude is as one who denied the divine authority
of the Law."

dmwhovto Verb, aor midd indic, 3 pl
dmolhvut  destroy; midd perish, die

Verse 12

ovtol elowv ol év Talg dydaalg Vudv
omhddeg ouvevwyovuevol dpodpwe,
£00VTOVE TTOLUALEVOVTES, VEQELaL BvudpoL
VO AvEumVy TopAPEPOUEVIL, dEVOPA
@OLvoTtwpLvd dkoprta dig drrobavdvto
gkpLlLwoévta,

Several witnesses, influenced by the prevailing
text of 2 Peter 2:13, read doToLg.
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dyastalg here is, 'love feasts'. Bauckham
comments, "This is the earliest occurrence of
the term 'agape' in the sense of the Christian
fellowship meal, a usage which afterward
becomes fairly frequent." Bauckham
continues, "In the background to the practice
lie the common meals of Judaism ... and the
communal living of the earliest Christian
community (Acts 2:44—46), but more
especially the meals, including the Last
Supper, which the disciples of Jesus celebrated
with him both before and after his resurrection.
The agape or Lord’s Supper was a real meal (1
Cor 11:20-34; Acts 2:46), held in the evening
(Acts 20:7, 11), and was not, in the NT period,
distinct from the Eucharist... Their name must
derive from the dominant early Christian sense
of the love of God reaching men through Jesus
Christ and creating a fellowship of love among
Christians. This fellowship was expressed and
enacted in the fellowship meal.

"The mention of the agapes here is probably
not, as has often been thought, because they
were subject to particular abuse by the
dissolute false teachers ... but because they
were the focal point of the common life of the
Christian community, and so the presence of
the false teachers, behaving in their usual
irreverent manner (G.gpS6pwe), was there
especially dangerous.

omhag, adog f rock, sunken rock,
danger; or perhaps spot

"These libertines in the love-feasts were like
sunken reefs waiting to shipwreck the unwary.
Indeed, it was upon reefs like this that the
Agape did in fact founder in the second
century. There is some doubt as to what
OTLA0OES means, since it is a rare word,
occuring only here in the New Testament. In
secular Greek it means 'rocks' or 'sunken
rocks', but by the time of the fourth century it
has come to mean spots, as the AV takes it
here. This would make a close parallel to 2
Peter's omiAoL, 'spots' (2 Peter 2:13), but the
older meaning is to be preferred here which is
full of striking similies." Green. Bauckham
agrees, commenting, "The false teachers, he
says, are like dangerous reefs; close contact
with them will result in shipwreck." Cf. 1 Tim
1:19.

ovvevwyeoual eat together; perhaps
carouse together
dgofwg  without fear, without reverence

"The irreverent attitude (also at Corinth: 1 Cor
11:27-29) probably relates to the spiritual
arrogance of the false teachers, who behave as
though they were their own masters, not
subject to the Lord. There is no reason to think
they made the agape an occasion for blatant
debauchery. The danger Jude sees is from the
influence of their general attitude and
behavior." Bauckham.

govtog, £avtn, ¢avtov  him/herfitself
molpwowve  tend as a shepherd; . ¢ovtov
care only for oneself

"One recalls Ezekiel 34:8 'the shepherds have

fed themselves and have not fed my sheep'.
Green. Cf. also 1 Cor 11:21.

Bauckham comments, "The four metaphors
which follow are drawn from nature, one from
each region of the universe (air, earth, water,
heavens) and each an example of nature failing
to follow the laws ordained for her. In this
lawlessness of nature, such as apocalyptic
writers expected to characterize the last days,
Jude sees pictures of the lawlessness of the
false teachers of the last days... Much of the
impact of this passage derives from its
imaginative force. Many of Jude’s readers no
doubt found the false teachers impressive and
persuasive, and part of Jude’s task must be to
shift their whole imaginative perception of the
false teachers and show the false teachers in a
wholly different light. With this aim he
provides a series of imaginatively powerful
images which will influence the range of
mental associations with which his readers
perceive the false teachers."

vepeln, ng f cloud
avuvdpog, ov waterless, desert

|CF. Prov 25:14.

Avepog, ov m wind
Tapagepw remove, drive along (of wind)

|CF. 2 Peter 2:17.

devdpov, ov n tree

@OuwvomtwpLvog, 1, ov  of late autumn, i.e.
in harvest season

dkopmog, ov  barren, unfruitful

"They were like the barren fig trees of Jesus'
parable (Lk 13:6-9)." Green.

oL twice

dmoBavdvto  Verb, aor act pte, n nom/acc pl
dmobvnokw die, face death

écplLwObévta  Verb, aor pass ptc, n nom/acc
pl ékplow uproot
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"They are called twice dead and plucked up by
the roots because they had once been 'dead in
trespasses and sins' (Eph 2:1) and were now
dead again, in the sense that they were cut off
from their life-giving root, Jesus Christ
(contrast Col 2:7)." Green.

Verse 13

kouota dypuva Boldoong érogpifovra Tdg
E0VTOV aloyvvag, dotépeg mhaviital olg O
Logog 10D okdTouG Eig aldva TETHENTAL.

KUUo, 0TOS n wave
dypog, o, ov  wild
Balaooa, ng f sea
é¢moagolw foam up, cast up like foam
aloyvvn, ng f shame, shameful deed

"No doubt Isaiah 57:20 lies behind this image,
as it conjures up the restlessness of the wicked
and their continual production of filthy scum,
such as is found littered about the seashore
when the tide recedes." Green.

4o, €pog m star
mhavntng, ov wanderer; A0TEPES .
stars out of their orbit

"Jude is thinking not of planets, but of
shooting stars which fall out of the sky and are
engulphed in darkness." Green.

Cogog, ov m gloom, darkness

0KOTOG, ovg n darkness, evil

alwv, alwvog m age, eternity

tetiontar  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s Tnpew
keep

Cf. 2 Peter 2:17. Bauckham comments, "Jude
will have chosen the image of darkness here
because it is a more appropriate fate for stars.
Unlike the true Christian teachers who are to
shine like the stars in heaven (Dan 12:3), the
misleading light of the false teachers will be
extinguished in darkness for ever."

Day 1017: Jude 14-16

Verses 14-16

Jude quotes from the apocryphal Book of
Enoch — from 1 Enoch 1:9. From a
comparison with the text of Greek and
Aramaic versions Bauckham concludes that
"Jude knew the Greek version, but made his
own translation from the Aramaic."

Verse 14

Ipoe@ritevoev 8¢ kol ToVuToLg ERdOUOS
4o Addp “Evoy Aéywv, Toov fA0ev
KUPLOG &V aytalg wuptdory ovtod,

mpoenTevw  prophesy

¢pdounog, n, ov seventh

Coomenting on the way in which Enoch's
words about the coming of God are clearly
used by Jude in reference to Christ, Bauckham
comments that this was also true of Christian
use of the OT, saying, "It is noteworthy that
much early Christian thinking about the
Parousia did not derive from applying OT
messianic texts to Jesus but from the direct use
of OT texts about the coming of God. Jude is
clear evidence that this took place in
Palestinian Jewish Christianity."

uvplag, adog f group of ten thousand,
myriad, countless thousands

Verse 15

motfioor kplowy katd mdvtwv kol AEyEaL
mloav Yuyny mepl TvTov OV Epymv
doePetog avtdV OV Noépnoav kol mepl
TAVTOV TOV OkANEOV OV EAdANcay kaTe
avtod Guoptwiol doePelc.

molfjoar  Verb, aor act infin 7ToLeE®

koo, ewg f judgement

éMEYEaL  Verb, aor act infin éleyyw prove
guilty, condemn, rebuke, show
(something) up for what it is, convict

Yuyn, ng f 'soul’, living being, person

doepela, ag f godlessness, wickedness

doePew live or act in an ungodly way

okAnpeog, o, ov hard; harsh, terrible

hadew speak, talk

auaptwhog, ov  sinful, sinner

doePels  Adjective, m/f nom/ace pl dogfng,
eg godless, impious

| See comment on v. 4.

Verse 16

OUtol elowy yoyyvotal, puepptporpot, Kot
Tg Embvpiag E0vTdV TOPEVOUEVOL, KOl
1O 0TONO AVTOV Aael VITéPOYKO,
OovUECovTeS TEOOMITA MPENELOC YAOLV.

yoyyvotng, ov m habitual grumbler

A word from a root associated with Israel's
murmuring in the wilderness.

ueupLpolpog, ov - complaining,
dissatisfied with life
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"The peppLuolpog was a standard Greek
character, like Andy Capp in the Daily Mirror.
"You're satisfied by nothing that befalls you;
you complain at everything. You don't want
what you've got, you long for what you haven't
got. In winter you wish it were summer, and
in summer that it were winter. You are like
the sick folk, hard to please, and
mempsimoiros!' (Lucian, Cynic 17),
Unfortunately those words fit many a
Christian. This whole spirit of grumbling is
condemned roundly in James 1:13. It is to
insult the God who gives us all things; it is to
forget that whatever befalls us, nothing can
separate us from his love, nor deprive us of
that most priceless of all treasures, the Lord's
presence in our lives (Rom 8:34-39; Heb
13:5,6)." Green.

Day 1018: Jude 17-19

Verse 17

“Yuele 8¢, dyommrtol, uviobnte v
ONUATWV TAOV TEOELENUEVWY VITO TOV
AT00TOAMVY TOD KVPiov HUdV Incod
XpLotob*

“Yuelg 6¢ indicates a contrast with the false
teachers.

AdyomnTog, 1, ov see v.3
uvriodnte Verb, aor pass imperat, 2 pl
uLuvnokoual remember

[CF. v.5 and 2 Peter 1:12, 13; 13:1.

é¢mbvua, ag f desire, lust, passion
mopgvoual  go, conduct one's life
otoud, Tog n mouth

vepoykog, ov  boastful, high sounding
Bavualw  wonder, be amazed
Tpoowov, ov n face, appearance

onua, atog n word

mpoelpnuévawv  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
nmpokeyw say beforehand, warn in
advance

'having men's persons in admiration' i.e.
'flatter others' (NIV).

"Jude points out that there is nothing in the
current apostasy which could not have been
expected. The apostles had foretold it."
Green. The apostles he refers to would have
been those particularly who had a role in
founding the church(es) to which he writes.

ogelewa, og £ advantage, benefit
xopwv prep with gen for the sake of,
because of

Verse 18

Bauckham comments, "There are a number of
passages in which the sin of 'respecting
persons' is linked to the activity of religious
teaching. These are closely related to the usual
judicial context of the term, since just as the
judge may pervert the Law to favor the rich
and powerful or for the sake of a bribe, so may
the teacher of the Law adapt his teaching to
what his hearers may wish to hear. He may, in
his teaching, overlook the sins of those on
whose favor he depends. So Mal 2:9
denounces the priests who show partiality in
their teaching of the Law... Jude’s opponents
set themselves up as teachers in the church, but
instead of faithfully presenting God’s moral
demands without fear or favor, they set them
aside, because, Jude alleges, they hope in this
way to make themselves acceptable to those
members of the community on whose
generosity they depend for their living."

Ot Eheyov DUty [6t1] "Emte éodtov [tod]
¥POVOU £00VTaL EUITOTKTOL KOTA TOG
£0VTOV mbuvuiog mopegvduevol TV
doefeldv.

"The particular warning that follows,
substantially identical with 2 Peter 3:3, has not
survived in any independent form. Whether
Peter borrowed from Jude, or Jude from Peter,
or both from a common source, cannot be
determined with certainty, though the five
verbal discrepancies between this and 2 Peter
3:3 favour the last mentioned hypothesis."
Green.

goatoc, m, ov adj last, final

¥xpovog, ov m time, period of time

goovtoL  Verb, fut indic, 3 pl iyt

EUITOLKTNG, ov m one who makes fun (of
another), mocker

gmbvwo, ag f desire, lust, passion

mopevoual proceed, conduct one's life

dogpela, ag f seev.15
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Bauckham comments, "Jude has not cited a
prophecy explicitly about false prophets or
false teachers, although such prophecies were
common in early Christian eschatological
teaching (Matt 7:15; 24:11, 24; Mark 13:22;
Acts 20:29-30; 1 Tim 4:1-3; 2 Tim 4:3-4; 1
John 2:8; 4:1-3; Did. 16:3; Apoc. Pet. A 1;
Sib. Or. 2:165-6). Probably because he wished
to end his series of texts with one which again
stressed the antinomian character of his
opponents, he has cited a prophecy on a
closely related and equally traditional theme:
the apostasy of believers from true religion and
morality in the last days (2 Tim 3:1-5; Asc.
Isa. 3:21, 25-28; cf. Matt 24:12; Did. 16:3—4).
With his conviction that such prophecies were
now being fulfilled, cf. 1 John 2:18; 2 Tim
3:1-9."

dywwtartog, 1, ov - most holy, most sacred
(superlative of dryLog)
miotelL  Noun, dats moTig, ewg f faith

Verse 19

Ovtol elowy ol dmodioptfovteg, Puyikot,
mveduo un Exoviec.

dmodropllw cause divisions; perhaps
make false distinctions between people

"Their most holy faith is the Christian
revelation, handed down by the apostles (as in
verse 3). In this they are to build themselves
up. From other New Testament references it is
clear that this required study of the apostolic
teaching (cf. Acts 2:42; 20:32). The Christian
must study the Scriptures if he is to grow in
the faith and be of any use to others (Heb 5:12;
2 Tim 2:15)." Green.

Bauckham comments, "Jude does not mean
that each of his readers should build himself
up — which would be contrary to the ordinary
Christian use of the metaphor — but that all
should contribute to the spiritual growth of the
whole community... The use of the metaphor
forms a contrast with the activity of the false
teachers in the preceding verse: whereas they
disrupt the church and tear it apart
(4modLopiCovteg), Jude’s readers are to
construct it."

TTOOCEVYOUOL pray

They are those who are creating their own
faction in the church. Bauckham comments,
"The tendency of their teaching is divisive
because it creates an élitist group who regard
themselves as those who truly possess the
Spirit (see below)."

PuyLkog, N, ov unspiritual, physical

Cf. Rom 8:15-16, 26-27; 1 Cor 14:15-16; 2
Cor 10:3-5; Gal 4:6; Eph 6:18, also Jn 4:23-
24. Bauckham comments, "Again there is a
contrast with the false teachers, who lay claim
to prophetic utterance in the Spirit, but show
by their behavior that they 'do not possess the
Spirit' (v 19)."

Jude was probably turning the claim of the
false teachers on its head: they claimed that
they were stvevpatikol and that those who
refused to accept their teaching were vy Lkot.

Verse 21

Day 1019: Jude 20-23

Verse 20

g0VTOVG £V Aydmn Beod tnofoarte,
P00dEYOUEVOL TO EAeog TOD KVPlov UMV
"Inood Xprotod eig Cwnv atwviov.

meew  keep, maintain

Cf. v.1, also Jn 15:9,10. The parallel with Jn
15 suggests this is a subjective genitive, i.e.
meaning God's love for you.

"These verses contain Jude’s appeal to his
readers to fight for the faith, as announced in v
3, and are therefore not an appendix to the
letter, but its climax (see on vv 3—4...)"
Bauckham.

mpoodeyoual wait for, expect
¢\e0C, OV n Mercy, compassion

Com, ng f life
alwviog, ov eternal, everlasting

Verse 20

vuelg 8¢, dyamnrol, émokodouodvieg
£0VTOVG TH AYLOTATY DUDV TloTEL, £V
svevpatL aylw TpooguyouevoL,

grmolkodouew  build on, build up

Bauckham comments, "If Jude’s readers
remain faithful by following the previous three
exhortations, they can expect not, like the false
teachers, condemnation at the Parousia, but
salvation. But of course, not even the faithful
Christian escapes condemnation except by the
Lord’s mercy."

Bauckham suggests that the €71 prefixed verb
retains here the sense 'build on' and that the
dative 1] iotel indicates the foundation on
which they are to be built.

"In these two verses Jude gathers up the three
Christian virtues of faith (including prayer),
hope and love — a balanced pattern for
Christian living." Green.
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Text of verses 22-23a

The text of vv 22-23a exists in a complex
varienty of variants. Bauckham comments that
"It is probably impossible to reach an assured
conclusion as to the original text." Osburn say
that these verses constitute "undoubtedly one
of the most corrupt passages in New
Testament literature." For full details, see
Metzger A Textual Commentary on the Greek
New Testament.

Green provides a useful summary and analysis
of the compex variants in verses 22-23a:
"Unfortunately, although the general drift of
these verses is clear, the text has been
preserved in different forms, and it is no
longer possible to be certain which is the
original. The possibilities are complicated, but
are roughly as follows.

"The main division lies between the majority
of MSS, which read three clauses, and the
excellent uncial, B, which omits the words oUg
0¢g, 'and some' at the beginning of verse 23 and
thus reduces Jude's injunction to two clauses.
The NEB accepts this latter reading and
renders 'There are some doubting souls who
need your pity; snatch them from the flames
and save them'. There are, on this view, 'two
groups of people in question, both of which
are to be treated with pity, though in the
second instance pity is to be "mixed with
fear".' [Tasker] Among the MSS supporting
the shorter reading is the recently discovered
papyrus 72 which may provide the original
reading, according to Dr. J. N. Birdsall. He
thinks that the two senses in which
dvakprvopat could be taken (i.e. 'to be judged'
or 'to doubt') account for the origin of the three
clause version of the text. This is possible, but
not only flies in the face of the majority of
MSS attestation but forgets the strong liking
Jude has for triads. Accordingly, I think it
most probable that the RV and RSV are right
in sticking to three clauses, not two.

"But we are still far from being out of the
wood. There is a good deal of variety among
the MSS which do retain the three clauses.
There are three main variants for the first
clause, éheate duakpLvouevoug (‘show pity
on the waverers'), AeaTE SLAKOLVOUEVOL
('show pity with discernment') and é\eyyete
dtakprvouevoug (‘confute the waverers'). Of
these the second is the worst attested, and
looks like a correction to parallel the
nominatives ¢pmaovteg (‘pulling’) and
utoovvtes (‘hating') in the subsequent clause.
The first, though well attested, looks
suspicious in view of the é\eate below. The
third gives excellent sense and has wide
attestation, 'Argue some out of their error
while they are still in two minds.' "EAgyyerv
means to overcome error by truth. When men
are beginning to waver, that is the time for a
well taught Christian to come alongside them
and help. A man who is flirting with false
teaching is not to be 'sent to Coventry' by his
Christian friends; they must have him in to
coffee and chat it over with him in love. And
they must know the faith so well that they can
convince him while he is still hesitating. A
loving approach, a sense of the right occasion
and a carefully-thought-out Christian position
— these are the qualities required by this first

clause."
Bauckham, following Birdsall (Journal of

Theological Studies, 14 [1963] 394-99),
favours the highly condensed text of p’> which
reads oVg uév €k upog dpmdoate,
duakpivougvovg ot £hegtte v pofw which
he translates, 'Snatch some from the fire, but
on those who dispute have mercy with fear...'
Bauckham comments, "A good case for the
originality of the shortest reading, in P”, can
be made, on the grounds of its attestation, its
suitability to the context in Jude, and because
it is possible to explain the various longer
readings as expansions and adaptations of'it...
The first clause in P”%, without the
interpretative owCeTe, 'save,' is in line with the
conciseness of Jude’s style and his other terse
allusions to Scripture. It would be later scribes
who would feel the need to explain the
metaphor."

Verse 22

kal oVg pev hedTe SLOKOLVOUEVOVG,

é¢heaw and éheew be merciful
dtokpvew judge; midd & aor pass doubt,
hesitate

The meaning here is either 'those who doubt'
or 'those who dispute.'
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Verse 23

olg 8¢ olete €k MUPOS GPTALoVTES, 0lg
&t éhedte év @OPw, woodvteg kal TOV Ao
Thg 00PKOS EOTILAWUEVOV YLTOVA.

"The second group are those who need to be
saved from the fire. They need a direct frontal
approach. They are on the wrong path and
need to be told as much, and then rescued."
Green. Cf. Zech 3:2.

owlw save, rescue, heal
mvp, og n fire

| L.e. the fire which is the final judgment of hell.

apmalw take by force, take away, carry
off
qofog, ov m fear

"The implication is that those who persist in
sin and continue to argue in support of their
antinomian behavior constitute a serious
danger to Jude’s readers. The following phrase
will explain that the danger is from
contamination by their sin. The 'fear' may be
fear of this contamination, fear of being
influenced by these people (so most
commentators), but more probably it is fear of
God (Kelly, Green). The motive for avoiding
the dangerous influence is fear of God’s
judgment on sin, since Jude’s readers know
that antinomian behavior will incur God’s
judgment. In that case év OB (‘with fear")
here contrasts with dgpdfwg (‘without
reverence'), which characterized the attitude of
the false teachers in v 12." Bauckham

utoew hate

00pE, oapkog £ flesh

g¢omlwuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc & n
nom/acc s omlAow spot, stain, pollute

¥LTwv, wvog m tunic, shirt

"That is to say, they are to have pity upon even
the most abandoned heretic, but to exercise
great care while getting alongside him lest they
themselves become defiled. They are to retain
their hatred of sin even as they love the sinner.
2 Corinthians 7:1 provides something of a
parallel." Green. And Bauckham comments,
"The phrase suggests that Jude’s readers, while
exercising mercy toward these people, must
maintain their abhorrence of their sin and
everything associated with it, lest they
themselves be infected by it."

Again, there may be an allusion to Zech 3:3f.
Bauckham comments, "Joshua’s 'filthy
garments' were removed and replaced by clean
ones, as a symbol of God’s forgiveness (3:4—
5). Similarly, if Jude’s opponents will abandon
their sin and all that is associated with it,
forgiveness is available for them."

Day 1020: Jude 24-25

Verse 24

T 8¢ duvouevy QuAGEaL Budg
antaioTovg kal oTiool KoTevwmlov Thg
84ENS avtol duwuovg £v dyailidost,

dvvauol can, be able to

Cf. Rom 16:25; Eph 3:20 on the power of
God.

@uhooow keep, guard, defend

Green highlights the contrast with verse 21.
"True, he has told them they must keep
themselves in the love of God (21), but he uses
a different word for 'keep' here. There TnpeLv
is used; it means 'watch'. Here quAao0eLV is
used; it means 'guard’. There is a difference.
We must watch that we stay close to the Lord,
but only He can guard us so that we do not
stumble."

amralotog, ov  free from stumbling

Bauckham comments that this "is probably an
echo of a common metaphor in the Psalms,
where the psalmist describes the disasters from
which God preserves him in terms of his feet
stumbling or slipping (Pss 38:16; 56:13; 66:9;
73:2;91:12; 94; 116:8; 121:3). Perhaps in the
background lurk the wicked who try to trip up
the righteous or lay traps for them to fall into
(Pss 140:4-5; 141:9; 142:3)... The general
sense is that God will protect Jude’s readers
from the dangers of falling into the sinful ways
of the false teachers and thereby failing to
attain to final salvation."

otfioar  Verb, 1 aor act infin totnut and
totavw  set, place, establish, fix
katevomov  before, in the presence of

00Ea, ng f glory

| L.e. the glory of his presence.

auwuog, ov faultless; without blemish

"Guwuog is a sacrificial word; only the
spotless was fit for God. What a profound
conception of heaven! What an amazing thing
that in Christ we can be duwuot, and
constitute an utterly acceptable offering to the
Lord! God is able to make us stand, though in
ourselves we should shrink from His
presence." Green. Cf. 1 Thess 3:13; Eph 1:4;
5:27.

dyolaolg, ewg f great joy
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Eschatological joy: "He pictures the last day as
the eschatological festival of worship, in
which the achievement of God’s purposes for
his people will take the form of his
presentation of them as perfect sacrifices in his
heavenly sanctuary, offered up to the glory of
God amid the jubilation of the worshipers."
Bauckham.

Verse 25

wove Be®d owthipl UdV dud “Incod
XpLotod 100 kvpilov HudV d6Ea
ueyahwouvn kpdtog kai £éEovoio mEod
TovtOg 10D aldvog kai viv kol eig mdvtog
ToUC aldvag aurv.

uovog, m, ov adj only, alone

Cf. Rom 16:27; 1 Tim 1:17; 6:15-16 for a
similar phrase in Christian doxologies

owTNE, NEOS m saviour

""Through Jesus Christ' (a phrase wrongly
omitted by the AV) may refer either to the fact
that it is through Christ that God saves man, or
to the fact that the glory can only properly be
given to God through Jesus (cf. 1 Peter 4:11).
The former is preferable." Green. Bauckham
comments, "Perhaps it is not necessary to
choose between the two alternative ways of
interpreting the phrase: the phrase may be
deliberately ambiguous, combining the two
thoughts."

ueyodwouvvn, ng f majesty, greatness

|Cf. 1 Chr 29:11 LXX.

kpoTOg, ovg n might, power, dominion

gEovowa, og f authority, power

alwv, alwvog m age, world order,
eternity

Several of the later uncials, as well as most
minuscules (followed by the Textus Receptus),
omit JTPO TOVTOS TOV Allwvog, perhaps
because the expression did not seem to be
appropriate in a doxology. The words are
strongly supported.

"When the letter was read aloud, the hearers
™

would join in the concluding 'Amen'.
Bauckham.
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