Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 233: 1 John 3;11-4:16a

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 233 — 1 John 3:11-4:16a

Day 1161: 1 John 3:11-18

Verse 11

‘0Tt alTn €oTiv N dyyeAla fjv fxodoaTe
am dpxiig, {va dyomduev dAAqAoug:

"John now introduces the basis for the
statement which he made in v 10. Mutual love
is the content of the good news heard from the
very beginning ... Therefore the true child of
God must not only renounce sin (3:4-9), but
also demonstrate his divine origin by obeying
the command to love." Smalley.

dyyeio, ac f message, news;
command

Some MSS read émayyeAia rather than
dyyeAia (found in NT only here and at 1:5).
This is clearly the result of careless copying
with a more common word replacing a less
familiar one.

AxovoaTte &m- dpxfg i.e. from the start of
their hearing of the gospel — it has been central
to the message they heard.

dAAnAwv, oig, oug reciprocal pronoun one
another

Cf. John 13:34-35; 15:12, 17. This is firstly a
demand to love within the community of the
people of God — but it is not to stop there.
Like the love of God it is to be shown also to
those not yet drawn to him.

Verse 12

00 kabwg Kdiv ¢k To0 movnpod Av kol
£€odogev TOV ddeAdpov adToD" kol xdpLv
Tivog Eodagev adTéV; 6TL Ta Epya adToD
movned Av, T& 8¢ To0 d8eAdod adToDd
Slxaia.

movnpog, a, ov evil, bad, wicked

'the case is not with us as it was with Cain; he
was of the evil one...'

odaCw slaughter, put to death

xoptv prep with gen for the sake of,
because of

dikalog, a, ov  righteous, just

From the beginning there was enmity between
those who are children of God (the righteous)
and those who are of the evil one.

Smalley comments, "The contrast between
Cain’s attitude and that of his brother provides
John with a paradigm, as we discover from the
passage which follows (vv 13—18). For the
disobedient hatred of Cain is regarded as
typical of the world (v 13), while Abel’s
righteousness (it is suggested) should
characterize the loving community of the
Christian Church (v 14). More than that, John
probably finds in the behavior of the two
brothers prototypes of the heretical and
orthodox groups within his own
congregation."

Verse 13
[kad] pr BavpdCeTe, ddeAdol, i pioel
Opdg 6 k6opOG.

kal is omitted by some MSS. Metzger writes
concerning the UBS Text, "It is difficult to
decide whether ka1 was added by copyists in
order to provide a closer connection with what
goes before; or whether, because of the
preceding word (81xaia), copyists accidentally
omitted kat. The majority of the committee
preferred to retain the word in the text, but to
enclose it within square brackets in order to
indicate considerable doubt that it belongs
there."

Bavpalw wonder, be amazed

|Cf. John 5:28.

pioew  hate, despise

Cf. 4:11; 5:9; John 15:18. Smalley thinks that
the present tense pioel suggests "that John is
here describing a present fact, not a future
possibility."

Verse 14

fuelg oldapev 611 peTafefrixopev &k ToO
Bavdrtou €ig TNV Cwnv, 6TL dyan@pev
ToUG GdeApolg” 6 pr Gyomdv pével év TG
BavaTty.

| The reverse of vv. 12-13 is now expressed.

oida know

puetofBeprixopev  Verb, perfact indic, 1 pl
pueTafaivw  leave, move, cross over

BavaTtog, o m death

Com, nc f life
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"Death and life are regarded as two spheres in
which men move." Westcott. Smalley writes
that they, "represent the alternative spiritual
dominions to which man may give his
allegiance." Cf. John 5:24.

puxn, ng f self, life, 'soul’
£0nkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s 11Ot
place, set

'lay down', cf. Jn 10:11,15,17ff.; 13:37ff.;
15:13.

Some MSS (X Vg, et al) add fjudv after Tovg
&8eApolc. This appears to be a secondary
expansion.

Smalley comments, "The present tense of the
verb dyamn@pev (‘we love') indicates that the
need for brotherly love, as a mark of those
who belong to God’s family and are his
children, is constant."

ddetdw  owe, ought, must, be obligated

The present tense suggests a continuing
obligation.

Bcivar  Verb, aor act infin TiOnpt

"The cross is an example to copy, and not
simply a revelation of love to admire."
Smalley.

Some texts (C K WV et al) add Tov d8eAddv to
un &yom®@v while some include also adT00
after &deAdov. These appear to be natural
expansions.

Verse 17

pevel év 1w Bavaty "It is not said that he
dies. Death is his natural state." Westcott.

oc 8- av ¥xn Tov Blov T00 kbéopou kai
Bewpf) TOV d8eApov adTol xpelav ExovTa
kol xAelon T& omAdyxva adTod &m-
a0To0, TAG 1) dydmm Tod 000 pével év
adTQ;

Verse 15

moGg 6 YOOV TOV GdeAPOV adTOD
dvOpwmokTévog EaTiv, kal oldate 671 Mg
&vOpwmokTOVOG 00K €xel Cwnv aidviov &v
a0TQ pévouaav.

The obligation to love is not something vague
and theoretical but is expressed in practical
and down-to-earth ways.

o6¢ av whoever
Biog, ou m life, living, possessions

"There are Cain's in the new family."
Westcott.

"The phrase includes all the endowments
which make up our earthly riches, wealth,
station, intellect." Westcott.

&vBpwmokTOovog, ou m murderer

Marshall writes, "John takes up the thought
implied in Matthew 5:21f. and states quite
bluntly that hatred is tantamount to murder.
Hatred is the wish that the other person was
not there; it is the refusal to recognise his
rights as a person, the longing that he might be
dead. We may not like to put the point quite
so frankly, but it is good that the real character
of hatred should be so unambiguously
displayed, so as to warn us against it. If I hate
somebody, I am no different from a murderer
in my attitude toward him."

Cf. Jn §8:44 where the word is used of the
devil.

Oswpew  see, observe, notice

xpewa, ac f need, want

kAelon  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s kAeww
shut, shut up, lock

omAayyvov, ou n affections, heart

Cf. Ps 77:9 (76:10 LXX).

1 &ydmm To0 Oe00 "It is not certain whether
John means 'God's love channeled through us,'
or 'our love for God,' or (as is most probable)
'the type of love shown by God'." Marshall.

Verse 18

Texvia, un dyamdpev Adyw pnde i
yAddoon GAAG év Epyw kal dAnbeiq.

aiwviog, ov eternal, everlasting

Verse 16

&v ToUTY Eyvdkapev TV dydmmyv, 6Tt
¢kelvog OTEP UGV TV YuxTv adTol
£€0nkev: xal Nuelg dpeidopev OMEP TV
d8eAdpBv Tag PYuyxag Oeivar.

Texviov, ov n little child, child

punde negative particle nor, and not, neither
yAwooa, ng f tongue, language, speech
dAnOeta, ac f truth, reality

For the contrast between lip-service and action
in the life of the believer cf. Matt 7:21; Jas
1:22-25;2:14-17.

gyviikapev  Verb, perfact indic, 1 pl
YLVWOKW

The perfect suggests that the reference is to a
particular historical event.

¢xewvog, n, o that (one), he, she, it
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Day 1162: 1 John 3:19-24

Verses 19-24

Marshall writes, "This passage can be regarded
as the conclusion to the preceding part of the
letter and also as a bridge to the remaining
part. Its main purpose is to give assurance to
the readers, on the basis of which they may
have confidence to approach God in prayer.
Yet, although John emphasises that our
assurance ultimately depends on God himself,
nevertheless he insists that we must continue
to keep his commands to believe in Jesus and
to love one another. When we do this, the
Spirit inwardly assures us of our spiritual
position. The passage is a difficult one to
follow, since it relates the divine and human
aspects of assurance in a paradoxical fashion."
Smalley similarly writes, "The general sense of
vv 19-24 is clear enough, even if the Greek
expression occasionally presents problems. Six
points are made: (a) the practice of love is a
guarantee of Christian sonship; (b) so is God’s
knowledge of the believer; (c) a clear
conscience enables the Christian to enjoy a
confident spiritual relationship with God; (d)
faith and love are the summary of God’s
commands; (e) obedience to those demands is
the basis for living in God through Christ; (f)
the gift of the Spirit assures the Christian of
God’s presence in his daily life."

"The many conflicting interpretations of this
passage spring out of the different translations
of (i) the verb meloopev, and (ii) the double
conjunction or relative 6Tt (6 T1)." Westcott.
Smalley thinks that the second 6Tt should be
regarded as the neuter of the relative pronoun
6oT11g (‘who/which') and directly associated
with the following édv. The meaning then
becomes '(in) whatever (matters)' (so
Westcott), or, as in RSV, NIV, 'whenever'.
Westcott says that meioopev may be either
'persuade’ or 'assure’. Smalley favours the
sense, 'satisfy' or 'set at ease' (cf. Matt 28:14).
He writes, "John is saying that loving
behaviour is a means of being reassured in the
searching presence of God."

Verse 20

OTL €av kataywvdokn AUAY 1 kopdia, &Tu
pelCwv &oTiv 6 Beog Thig xopdiag HUBV
Kol yLVWokel TévTa.

OTL ¢av  Westcott understands this to mean
'wherinsoever,' Smalley as 'whenever.'

KoTaylvwokw — condemn

The internal judgment of conscience. cf. Gal
2:11.

Verse 19

[Kail &v TodTw yvwodpeda 611 éx Thg
dAnBeiag éopév, xai Eumpoabev adTod
meigopev TNV kopdiav NudvV

The exegetical difficulties involved in this
verse caused the second 6Tt (read by 8B C K
L, et al.), to be omitted by A Vg, et al. But
precisely because of its difficulty the inclusion
of 671 is obviously original.

pelwv, ov greater, greatest

Verses 19 and 20 can be understood properly
only if they are read together.

The case for inclusion or omission of xat is
similar to that in v. 13.

The 'in this' looks back to what John has just
said in vv. 16-18. "In this, the consciousness
of active and sincere love of the brethren,
resting upon and moulded by the love of
Christ." Westcott.

"The meaning of the whole passage will be:
The sense within us of a sincere love for the
brethren, which is the sign of God's presence
with us, will enable us to stay the accusations
of our conscience, whatever they may be,
because God, who gives us the love, and so
blesses us with His fellowship, is greater than
our heart; and He, having perfect knowledge,
forgives all on which the heart sadly dwells."
Westcott. Cf. Paul's statement in 1 Cor 4:3-5.
The thought of vv 19-20 will reappear in vv
22b-24.

yvwooueba  Verb, fut midd indic, 1 pl
YIVWOKW

Verse 21

The future tense points forward to some future
time of crisis of confidence or of faith — 'Can I
be sure I am his?'

"Ayamroti, éav 1 xapdia MudVI un

KOTayviokn, mappnoiov EXoueV mPOg
TOV 0edv,

éumpoabev  prep + gen before, in front of
meioopev  Verb, fut act indic, 1 pl melbw
persuade, convince, assure

dyammnTog, n, ov beloved

The great majority of MSS include u@v after
kopdia but there are significant omissions (A
B W 33 436 et al).
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"It does not imply a claim to sinlessness, nor
yet an insensibility to the heinousness of sin,
but the action of a lively faith which retains a
real sense of fellowship with God, and this
carries with it confidence and peace."
Westcott.

Marshall writes, "If we can set our hearts at
rest by remembering that God is greater than
our hearts and knows everything, then our
hearts will no longer condemn us, and we shall
be able to approach God with boldness."

moppnota, oc f boldness, assurance

"The thought here is of the boldness with
which the son appears before the Father, and
not that with which the accused appears before
the Judge." Westcott.

Smalley comments, "The child of God, who
walks in the light and obeys the love command
(cf. 1:7; 2:6, 10), has the privilege of 'bold
speech’ in the presence of God. But he also
possesses the certainty that God hears and
answers prayer (v 22)."

Verse 22

kal O éav aiT@pev Aapfdvopev &m-
a0T00, 6Tt Tag évToAdg adTol Tnpoluev
Kal T dpeoTa Evhmiov adToD TOLOOUEY.

aitew ask, request

Cf. John 14:14; 16:23, also 15:16.

évtoAn, ng f command, order
Tnpew  keep, observe

"The answer to prayer is given not as a reward
for meritorious action, but because the prayer
itself rightly understood coincides with God's
will (comp. John 8:29; 11:42). The sole
object of the believer is to do thoroughly the
part which has been assigned to him: his
petitions are directed to this end and so are
necessarily granted. Comp John 15:7."
Westcott.

dpeoTog, n, ov pleasing

Marshall writes, "John's purpose is to
encourage us to enter fully into the filial
relationship in which God delights to hear and
answer the requests of his children. The more
fully we enter into that relationship, the more
will our asking be in accordance with his will."
Again, cf. John 15:7.

Verse 23

kol altn &oTiv i évToAn adTod, (va
moTedowpev 7@ dvépaTt 700 LoD adTol
"Inood XptoTod kol dyom®pev dGAARAoug,
KaBwg Edwkev EVTOANV MUiv.

The one command is then described as having
two facets, but they remain facets of the one
command.

moTevw believe (in), have faith (in)

Cf. Jn 6:29. This is the first occurrence of
moTeLw in this letter (99 occurrences in John's
Gospel), though it will now occur again in 4:1,
16; 5:1, 5, 10, 13.

For the aorist subjunctive Tva moTtebowpev
(BKL, etal), some MSS (e.g. R A C)
substitute the present subjunctive, {va
moTedwpev, which has virtually the same
meaning. Either reading makes sense in the
context, but the aorist is perhaps original.

dvopa, Tog n hame

To 'believe in the name' suggests a meaning
close to 6poAoyely in 2:23 (cf. 4:2-3, 15). It
"implies a confession of his character and
authority ... as truly Son of God and Messiah."
Smalley.

dAAnAwv, olg, oug seev.l1

[Cf. 4:7,11,12; 2 Jn 5; Jn 13:34; 15:12,17.

gdwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s Stdwpt

Smalley concludes, "John has thus provided
his readers with what Maurice (214) calls two
'counter-signs,' to distinguish the true child of
God from the offspring of the devil (cf. v 10):
right belief (in Jesus as both man and God),
and right behaviour (expressed in terms of
obedience; in particular, and following the
example of Jesus mentioned in v 16, obedience
to the love command). In this way a distinction
is clearly drawn yet again between orthodox
and heterodox members within or around the
Johannine community."
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Verse 24

Kal 6 PGV Tag &vTodag adTol &v adTd
pével kal adTog év adT®" kal &v TolTy
yividokopev 8Tt pével v Mply, éx 100
mvedpartog o0 My Edwkev.

Day 1163: 1 John 4:1-6

Verse 1-6

Cf. Jn 15, also the prophetic promise in Ezek
37:27 and its ultimate fulfilment in Rev 21:3.
Smalley comments, "The point which John is
making in the first part of this verse, that
obedience and reciprocal indwelling (between
God and the believer) are inextricably
associated, has been anticipated to some extent
in earlier parts of this letter (cf. 2:5, 24, 27-29;
3:6, 9, 10, 18-19; and, for the notion of
'obedient reciprocity' with reference to the
Father-Son relationship, see John 10:37-38;
12:48-49; 14:10-11)."

£€8wkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s 818wyt

Westcott links the 'in this' to the first half of
the verse, writing, "The love which the
Christian feels and which is the spring of his
obedience, assures him of God's fellowship
with him. In other words, God has given him
of His Spirit."

Smalley says that this is an unlikely meaning.
He argues (as does Marshall) that the reference
here is to the internal witness of the Spirit
without explaining precisely how that is
manifest. Smalley writes, "Like Paul, John
here regards the witness of the Spirit as a
source of confidence, when this is required
(Rom 8:14-16; cf. 1 John 3:19-20)."

Having mentioned the Spirit, John now goes
on to distinguish the Spirit of God from false
spirits. This was probably necessary in the
light of false teachers who claimed spiritual
inspiration. Smalley comments, "Evidently
both groups in the community, orthodox and
heretical, were ready to claim 'spiritual
inspiration' in support of their respective
positions. The writer is therefore anxious to
establish the means for discriminating between
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error (cf. v
6b), a concern no doubt increased by the
presence of heretical schismatics around his
church. He does this in 4:1-6 by highlighting
an essential criterion of faith. Already John has
mentioned righteousness (2:29; 3:10) and love
(3:14; cf. 4:8) as moral tests for recognizing
the genuine believer. Now he applies the
theological test: a right confession of Jesus (vv
2-3; cf. 3:23). By this means those who
claimed to be 'prophets' (v 1) could be
authenticated, and the faith of any who
professed allegiance to Christ could be
established (v 6)."

Verse 1

“AyammnTol, un movTl mvedpaTt moTeVETE,

GAAQ SokiudCeTe T TvelpaTa i &k ToO
000 £oTlv, OTL TOAMOL PevdompodfTat
EEeAnAV0aoy el TOV KOapov.

dyommTog, n, ov see 3:2

"There are many spiritual powers active among
men ... All such spirits are partial revelations
of the one spirit of evil which become (so to
speak) embodied in men." Westcott.

dokipalw test, examine, prove, discern

Cf. 1 Cor 12:1-3; 14:29-31; 1 Thess 5:20f.
The injunction assumes a gift of discernment
possessed, at least in measure, by all
Christians.

pevdompodnTtng, ou m false prophet

"through whom false spirits speak, as the Spirit
speaks through true prophets (2 Peter 1:21;
2:1)." Westcott.

EEeAnAbbaoy  Verb, perf act indic, 3 pl
éEepyopat

"The words evidently refer to external
circumstances vividly present to St John's
mind. They point, as it appears, to the great
outbreak of the Gentile pseudo-Christianity
which is vaguely spoken of as Gnosticism, the
endeavour to separate the 'ideas' of the Faith
from the facts of the historic Redemption."
Westcott. Cf. 2:18-19.
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Verse 2

&v To0Tw yIvwokeTe TO Tvedpa 100 Bg00"
mav mvedpa O OpoAoyel’ Incodv XpioTov
&v gapkl EAnALOSTa €k TOD 000 0Ty,

ouoroyew  confess, declare

"The test of the presence of the Divine Spirit is
the confession of the Incarnation, or, more
exactly, of the Incarnate Saviour... The
Incarnate Saviour is the pledge of the complete
redemption and perfection of man, of the
restoration of 'the body' to its proper place as
the perfect organ of the spirit. Hence the
Divine Spirit must bear witness to Him."
Westcott. Cf. 2 John 7, also 1 Jn 5:6.

oop&, oapkog f flesh, human nature
éAnAuB6Tar  Perfect active participle, m acc s
Epyopat

And Marshall comments, "John's test is not an
infallible one. Jesus himself had to protest
against people who called him 'Lord' and yet
did not do what he said (Mt 7:21-23; Lk 6:46).
Mere confession with the mouth is not
necessarily a guide to belief of the heart.
John's test is accordingly relevant to a
particular situation in which it was possible to
regard certain people as inspired by the spirit
of evil because of their faulty confession. In
other circumstances a different form of words
may be the test point. Ultimately, however,
the whole of the Epistle furnishes the
characteristics of genuine Christianity: faith,
love, and righteousness are all relevant to the
question, and concentration on any of them to
the exclusion of the others is bound to be
misleading."

"The construction of these words is not quite
clear. Three ways of taking them are possible.
(1) The direct object may be’ Incouv and
xploTov év a. €A, a secondary predicate:
'confesseth Jesus as Christ and a Christ come
in the flesh'; (ii) The direct object may be
Inoouv Xprotov and év o. &A. a secondary
predicate: 'confesseth Jesus Christ, Him who is
known by this full name, as come in the flesh.'
(iii) The whole phrase may form a compound
direct object: 'confesseth Him, whose nature
and work is described by the phrase, 'Jesus
Christ come in the flesh'." The coresponding
clause in v.3 "Inoouv which gives the person
and not any statement about the person as the
object of confession is in favour of the last
view." Westcott.

Verse 3

kol mov mvedpa O pr OpHoAOYEl TOV

"Inoo0v &k To0 000 oVk EoTiv: kal ToOTO

¢aTv 70 T00 dvTixpioTou, O dxnkdate
OTL EpxeTat, xal vOv év T® KOOUw £0TLV
4

nén.

In place of pry 6poAoyel a few MSS have the
interesting reading AV¢e1, meaning in context
'‘annul Jesus.! Marshall comments, "While this
rendering has not found its way into the
English versions of the New Testament ... it
has found favour among commentators.
Nevertheless, it is probably due to a gloss or
marginal comment by a scribe who was trying
to bring out the precise way in which Jesus
was denied."

Smalley writes, "Here is the heart of the
orthodox acknowledgment about Jesus (cf.
2:23); and by setting out this test John guards
against two possible heretical opinions about
Jesus: that he was only divine or merely
human. The author also shows that the truly
Christian confession is one which ultimately
involves a person (faith in Jesus, the incarnate
Christ), and not a doctrine concerning that
person (faith in the Incarnation)."

"The substance of the confession which has
been given in detail in the former verse is
gathered up in the single human name of the
Lord. To 'confess Jesus,' which in the
connexion can only mean to confess 'Jesus is
Lord' (1 Cor 12:3; Rom 10:9), is to recognise
divine sovereignty in One Who is truly man,
or, in other words, to recognise the union of
the divine and human in one Person, a truth
which finds its only adequate expression in the
fact of the Incarnation." Westcott.

&vTixploTog, ou m see 2:18

Cf. 2:18-19, 22. John is "condemning those
heretical beliefs, within and beyond his
community, which amount to a determined and
antichristian rebellion against God (v 3b)."
Smalley.

dknkéate  Verb, perf act indic, 2 pl dxouw
ndn adv now, already
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Verse 4

Opelg &k 700 Be00 EoTe, Tekvia, kai
vevikijkate adTolg, 6Tt peilwv €aTiv 6
&v Oplv 1§ 6 &v 10 kéouw.

TEKVIOV, ou n see 3:18
Vikow conquer, overcome

Cf. 2:13. Smalley comments, "The perfect
tense, vevikiikaTe, suggests not only a
decisive victory already accomplished, but also
one which has continuing effects in the
present." These believers are on the winning
side.

pelCwv, ov  greater, greatest
R or, than

The Christian possesses the Spirit of the
Living God and this possession is the
guarantee of victory. God himself shall have
the last word. Indeed, in a definitive sense that
victory has already been accomplished in
Christ and it is this reality of which the Spirit
is the seal.

Verse 5

adTol €k 70O kbopou eioiv: d1d To0TO &k
To0 k6apou Aorololv kai 6 KGOHOG
a0TOV dKoUEL.

Aodew speak, talk

The character of their speech and the character
of their hearers are determined by their own
character. Cf. John 15:19a and contrast 7:7;
15;18.

Verse 6

NUETG €x ToD B0l éopev: O yLVioKwY TOV
Beov dkovel Hudv, O0¢ ovk €oTiv &k TOD
0e00 00k dkolel HuGV. &k ToUTOU
yuwviokopev 70 mvedpa Thig dAnBeiac kal
TO mvedpa TG TMAGVNG.

Westcott says that the transition from Opeig to
nuetg indicates that this verse is not speaking
of the Christian generally but of "those whose
work it is to unfold the divine message." He
continues, "The world listens to those who
express its own thoughts; the Christian listens
to those who teach him more of God."
Smalley, however, thinks that the fueic is
simply John's way of referring to himself and
his readers.

Cf. John 10:4, 16, 27; also 8:47a; 18:37b.

Westcott suggests that the present participle
yivwokwyv "describes a knowledge
apprehended as progressive and not complete.

"

dAnbera, ag f truth, reality
mAavn, ng f error, deceit, deception

In context, the bold assertion with which this
verse concludes refers to the apostolic
testimony: if a person possesses the Spirit of
truth they show a readiness to listen to the
apostolic teaching (cf. Acts 2:42). The same is
demonstrated today by an eagerness to submit
to and learn from the word of God. Marshall
comments, "Hence it is by their response to the
preaching of the the church that it is possible
to discern those who are directed by the Spirit
of truth, i.e. the Holy Spirit, and the spirit of
error."

Day 1164: 1 John 4:7-12

Verse 4:7-5:4

Smalley divides this section as follows:
vv 7-10, The source of love;

vv 11-16, The inspiration of love;

vv 17-20, The practice of love;
4:21-5:4, The command of love.

Verse 7

"AyammToti, dyan@pev dAAAoug, 6Tt 1
dydmm éx 100 Be00 &oTlv, kal mag O

dyomdv &k To0 Be00 yeyévvnTat kal

yivokel Tov Oedv.

&yommTog, n, ov see 3:2

The form of address, anyammrTot, reflects the
subject.

"John begins his appeal for love, as a demand
which is laid upon every believer who seeks to
live as a true child of God, by reminding his
readers of the dominical command to 'love one
another' (see John 13:34-35; 15:12, 17)."
Smalley.

dAAnAwv, oig, oug  one another

1 &ydmm éx 100 0e00 éoTiv "Love comes
from God. It has its origin in God and belongs
to the divine sphere." Marshall.

yeyévvnTton  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s
yevvow bear; pass be born

"He that loveth derives his spiritual being from
God, and of necessity therefore is in sympathy
with Him, and knows Him, that is, recognises
every revelation which shews more of Him
(v.6)." Westcott.
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Marshall adds, "To be sure, the statement is
open to misunderstanding. One might
conclude that anybody who shows love is a
child of God, regardless of whether he actually
believes in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.
This misunderstanding can only arise,
however, if we take this statement and wrench
it out of its context in the letter. John makes it
plain enough elsewhere that the true child of
God both believes and loves (3:23)."

Verse 8

O un Gyomdv ovk Eyvw TOV Bedv, 6TL O
0eog &yamn EoTiv.

€yvw  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s ylvwokw

Westcott suggests that the aorist means that
this person did not know God "when he made
profession of knowing Him. His
acknowledgement of God (as at Baptism) was
based on no true recognition of His nature."

0eoc dyamn éoTiv The claim is that all that
God does he does out of love — he is
completely loving.

Smalley comments, "To assert
comprehensively that 'God is love' does not
ignore or exclude the other attributes of his
being to which the Bible as a whole bears
witness; notably his justice and his truth (cf. Ps
89:14; Deut 32:4; Rom 3:21-26; John 17:17).
God’s judgment (his wrath), for example, is
just as much a reality as his love (cf. Isa 54:8;
Rev 6:12—17). But theologically these cannot
be opposed to each other. Such characteristics
of God as his justice and his truth must
ultimately be related to his essential nature as
love, and may in the end be perceived in terms
of his loving nature (see further, Stott, 160—
61). Such teaching belongs, indeed, to 1 John
itself, where we read of God’s holiness (1:5),
justice (1:9) and truth (5:20)."

"Love' does not define God: God defines love.

Verse 9

&v To0Tw Edpavepwdn 1) &ydmm To0 B0l
&v iy, 6Tt TOV V1OV adTOD TOV
povoyeviy dméoTaikev 6 Beog eig TOV
k6éopov (va CRowpev 81+ adTo0.

¢pavep)Bn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
davepow reveal, make known, make
evident

"In the retrospect of His completed work on
earth the Lord says: épavepwoa gou TO
ovopa (John 17:6), that is 'the Father's name,'
the revelation of love." Westcott.

"in us: not simply 'towards us' as the objects to
whom the love was directed, but 'in us,' in us
believers, as the medium in which it was
revealed and in which it was effective... The
Christian shares the life of Christ, and so
becomes himself a secondary sign of God's
love... The manifestation of the love of God o
man becomes a living power as a manifestation
of His love in man." Westcott. Smalley
similarly writes, "The sense of &v Miv, in
part, is thus that the love of God disclosed by
Jesus indwells the Church, and creates the
basis for a mutual and ongoing relationship of
love between the Godhead and the Christian."

povoyevng, €6 only, unique

[Cf. Jn 3:16.

dméoTarkev  Verb, perfact indic, 3 s
dmooTeAdw  send
Caw live

81+ avTod he is the cause and source of our
life. The verb {rjowpev 'that we might live'
stresses the activity, and not solely the status.

Verse 10

&v ToUTW €0Tiv 1) &ydmm, o0y 6TL MUELS
fyomikapey TOv Bedv, AA- 6TL adTOG
yammoev Mg kol AMECTELAEV TOV LLOV
a0TO0 1AQOUOV TTEPL TOV GUAPTIHV HUGV.

&v ToUTw éoTlv N dydmm "There can be no
explanation or definition of true love which
does not start from God's love." Marshall.

fyamikapev  Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl
dyamow

Smalley writes, "In place of jyamjkapev (‘'we
have loved'), which is read by B, most
witnesses have the verb in the aorist:
fyamjoopev ('we loved'). The difference in
form and meaning is slight; but, despite the
weight of evidence on the other side, the
reading of B is probably correct and certainly
appropriate to the context. John is saying in v
10 that love is primarily known through God’s
historical act of revelation in Christ (he “sent”
his Son, fjydmmnoeyv, aorist), rather than
through man’s continuing love (jyomkopev,
perfect) for God."

tAaopog, ou m means by which sins are
forgiven

lcr 2:2.

auapTia, ag fsin
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Some find it difficult to reconcile the picture of
a loving God with that the demand for
propitiation. James Denny (The Death of
Christ) writes, "So far from finding any kind
of contrast between love and propitiation, the
apostle can convey no idea of love to anyone
except by pointing to the propitiation — love is
what is manifested there: and he can give no
account of the propitiation but by saying,
'Behold what manner of love." For him, to say
'God is love' is exactly the same as to say, 'God
has in his Son made atonement for the sin of
the world." If the propitiatory death of Jesus is
eliminated from the love of God, it might be
unfair to say that the love of God is robbed of
all meaning, but it is certainly robbed of its
apostolic meaning. It has no longer that
meaning which goes deeper than sin, sorrow,
and death, and which recreates life in the
adoring joy, wonder, and purity of the first
Epistle of John."

Both this verse and John 1:18 indicate how
God makes himself known. No-one has ever
seen God, but God has revealed himself in his
Son (Jn 1:18, cf. Jn 1:14). Here John's
argument is taken a step further. No-one has
ever seen God, but his character is revealed in
the love his children have one for another (cf.
v.9 above). Smalley comments, "Jesus, by his
love, reveals the Father’s love; and in the same
way the members of the Johannine community,
by their mutual love, manifest to others the
love of the God who dwells within them."

Day 1165: 1 John 4:13-16a

Verses 13-16

Verse 11

" AyamToti, €l o0Twg 6 B0g Rydmmoev
UG, kal Nueig ddpeiopev GAARAOLG
dyamay.

obvTwg thus, in this way

| Cf. the use of 0GTw¢ in John 3:16.

Smalley writes, "John has already appealed for
right belief (4:1-6) and mutual loving (vv 7—
12) from his readers. In vv 13—16 the ideas of
faith and love are related to the life of the
Christian in terms of affirmation, rather than
exhortation. We can know that we live in God,
and God in us, as we share in the gift of the
Spirit (v 13), acknowledge the work of God in
Jesus Christ (vv 14-15), and dwell in love (v
16). Here are the grounds (not the conditions)
of spiritual assurance."

Odeidw  see 3:16

"The love which God has not only shewn but
given to us (v.1) becomes a constraining
motive for action." Westcott.

Verse 13

Verse 12

"Ev T00TW yivéokopev 6Tt év adTd

pévopev xal adTog v My, 6Tt éx ToD
mvedpatog adTol §£8wkev Mlv.

Cf. 3:24.

0eov 00deic mHTOTE TEBEQTAL™ £V
dyamdpev dAAGAoLG, 6 Bg0g Ev My
pével kal 1 &ydmn adTod &v nplv
TeTEAEWWPEVY EOTLV.

8¢8wkev  Verb, perfact indic, 3 s 518wyt

o0delg, o0deptla, ovdev  no one, nothing

nmwmoTe adv ever, at any time

TeBéaTtor  Verb, perf midd/pass dep indic, 3
s Beoopar  see

Cf. Jn 1:18. John may be writing against the
background of false teachers who claimed to
have had a direct vision of God.

pevw  remain, stay, abide
TeTeAewwpévn  Verb, perf pass ptc, fnom s
TeActow  make perfect, complete

"It is through man that 'the love of God' finds
its fulfilment on earth." Westcott.

Marshall understands this phrase to mean,
"When we love others, God's love for us has
reached its full effect in creating the same kind
of love as his in us."

Smalley comments, "The genitive £k To0
mvedpatog adTol (literally, 'out of his Spirit')
is partitive (cf. Matt 25:28; John 1:16; 6:11;
and contrast 3:24b). This is to say, Christians
receive from God a share (only) in the Spirit
who fills the whole Church... The presence of
the Spirit is demonstrated by the confession of
true belief (vv. 14,15). But &v T0UTO can also
look back to vv 7-12, and especially v 12. 'We
know that God lives in us, and we in him,
because we possess the spirit of love which
flows from him'... As we live in God through
the Spirit (cf. John 3:5, 8), and he in us, we are
called and enabled to love (vv 12, 16) and to
believe (v 15)."
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Verse 14

kal MUElg TeBedueba kal popTUPOTUEY
6Tl 6 MaTnp AMECTAAKEV TOV LIOV
owThpa ToO KOOpOUL.

Stott notes that in vv 13 and 14, taken together,
there is a reference to all three persons of the
Trinity. The Father has sent his Son into the
world as Saviour, and we can bear witness to
this fact (v 14). But God has also sent the
Spirit to be with the Church as a witness to the
truth of the Father’s love and indwelling (v
13).

Smalley writes, "The verbs 'know' and 'trust’
(&yvdkopev xal memoTedkopeVv), the second
of which reinforces the first, are both in the
perfect tense, denoting an action in the past
which has continuing effects in the present.
John asserts that true believers can be sure of
the reality of God’s love, and rely on it,
because they have personally experienced it."

TeOedueda  Verb, perf midd/pass dep indic,
1 pl Beaopar  see
pnopTupew bear witness, testify

Cf. 1:2. Westcott suggests that this affirmation
is not exclusive to the apostles but that this
"vision and witness remains an abiding
endowment of the living Body", i.e. the
church. Marshall also takes this view.

év Muwy "It is clear from the context that the
love here spoken of is the love which God has
and shews towards man. But St John adds a
second thought to that of God's love towards
man (eig fuag). The love of God becomes a
power in the Christian Body (¢v fjuiv).
Believers are the sphere in which it operates
and makes itself felt in the world (2 Cor.
4:10f.). Comp. v.9." Westcott (so, similarly,
Marshall and Smalley).

dméotodkev  Verb, perfact indic, 3 s
dmooTeAdw  send

"The testimony is borne not simply to the
historical fact (v.10, dmeaTeiAev), but (as in
v.9) to the permanence of Christ's mission. Of
this believers have direct knowledge."
Westcott.

owTnpE, NPOG m saviour

|CF. John 4:42.

Verse 15

0g &av o6poloyfon 611’ Incodg éoTiv 6
010¢ TOO B€00, 6 Be0g &v aOTH pével kal
adTOG £V TQ Q.

og éav  whoever
opoloyew  confess, declare

Cf. 2:23. "The fact that the writer returns in
this v to the thought of orthodox 'confession'
(see 4:2-3), suggests that he still has in mind
the need to resist the heterodox members of his
community." Smalley.

Verse 16a

KOl NUELG EyVHKapey Kal TEMOTEVKAUEV
TV Gydmv fjv €xel 6 Beog év Mplv.

gyvikapev  Verb, perf act indic, 1 pl
YLVWOKW
moTevw believe (in), have faith (in)

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 233: Page 10




