Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 237: Revelation 2:8-3:6

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 237 — Revelation 2:8-3:6

Day 1181: Revelation 2:8-11

Verse 8

Kal @ dyyého tfig év Zuvpvn ékkhnotog
yodpov: Tdde Aéyer 6 TPDTOS KAl O
Eoyatog, Og £yéveto vekpdg Kal £Cnoev:

Witherington suggests that their poverty may
have been linked to the guild system —
Christians may have been unwilling to
participate in the guilds because of their
inclusion of pagan or imperial ceremonies.

Smyrna was a seaport rivalling Ephesus. The
old city had been destroyed and a new one was
built by the successor of Alexandria the Great.
The city made claim to be the first city of Asia,
disputing this title with Ephesus and
Pergamum.

Nothing is known of the origin of this church.
Mounce suggests that it was founded during
the time Paul lived in Ephesus on his third
missionary journey (cf. Acts 19:26).

JTAOVOLOG, ¢, OV rich
Braopnuia, ag f slander, blasphemy

yodpov see v.1
08¢, Nde, T0de see v.1
TOWTOG, M, ov see 1:17

|Cf. note on 1:17.

¢yéveto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOUOLL

VEKPOG, 0, ov dead

Caw live, be alive

Cf. 1:18. Ramsay has pointed out that the
description of Christ as the first and the last,
who was dead and came to life is well suited to
a city which had also been dead and came to
life, and which now claimed to be 'first'.

Verse 9

"Jewish hostility to Christians seems to have
stemmed both from their conviction that to
worship a Galilean peasant who had died a
criminal's death would be blasphemy and the
apparent success of the Christians in
evangelising God-fearers and even some from
within Judaism." Mounce.

Witherington suggests that Jews, angered by
Christian's witnessinging in the synagogogues,
may have sought to make trouble for
Christians by reporting them to the authorities
as practicing an illegal religion, a superstitio.
Christians had previously enjoyed a measure
of protection from imperial power by being
viewed as simply another Jewish sect. He
comments, "Jews of course had a right to
practice their own religion (something Rome
allowed most ethnic groups they conquered to
do), but in the Jews' case abstaining from other
gods was a component of their faith. If
Christians could be shown to be Gentiles or no
longer Jews, they could not claim the benefits
of an exemption from emperor worship, a
precarious position in which to be."

glvar  Verb, pres infin el

0154 cov TV OATPLY Kkal TV TToyElay,
A TAoVoLOC €1, kol TV Pracenuioy ék
OV heydviov Tovdaiovg eival Eavtovg,
Kol ovk glotv dAAO ovvaywyn Tod Sotava.

Cf. Rom 2:28-29; 9:6 for Jews who are not
real Jews — it takes more than physical descent.

Oag, ewg f trouble, suffering

govtog, £avtn, tavtov  him/herself, itself
ovvaywyn, ng f synagogue
>atavag, o the Adversary, Satan

"The burden which crushes" Morris. A
reference to affliction the church was suffering
at the hands of Jewish and heathen
persecutors.

TTwyewa, og £ poverty

"The linking of tribulation and poverty
suggests a close connection between the two.
In an antagonistic environment it would be
difficult for the Christian to make a living, and
thus many were economically destitute. They
may also have been victims of mob violence
and looting (cf. Heb. 10:34). Their poverty,
however, was a material poverty: spiritually
they were rich (note the contrast with the
Laodicean church which claimed to be rich but
was poor; 3:17)." Mounce.

Cf. In. 8:31-47. Jesus said of Jewish
opponents in his day that they were not
children of Abraham but of Satan.

The strong language here is self-defensive
rhetoric making deliberate use of hyperbole. It
is not the rhetoric of hate or anti-semitism.
John means that by opposing and persecuting
(or instigating the persecution of) the
Christians, these Jews were doing the devil's
work.
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Verse 10

undev pofod & uéhhelg mdoyewy. idov
wéALeL BaAley 6 dudforog €€ Dudv eig
@uhaknv (va merpaodfjte, kol £Eete OATYPLY
Nuepdv déka. yivou motog dypt Oavdtov,
Kol dwow oot TOV oTépavov Tiig Cwfic.

undeig, undeuta, undev no one, nothing
pofeouat fear, be afraid (of)

"The second death is a rabbinic term for the
death of the wicked in the next world ... In
Revelation 20:14 it is identified as the lake of
fire, and in 21:8 as the final lot of 'the
cowardly, the faithless, the polluted,' etc. Over
the faithful, who share in the first resurrection,
it has no power (20:6)." Mounce.

|Cf. Mt 10:28.

uehhow (before an infin) be going, be about
mooyw suffer, experience

Paiiw throw, place

oLaforog, ov m the devil

Day 1182: Revelation 2:12-17

Verse 12

They should be strengthened in recognising
this attack as the work of the devil. John
spends much time in this book showing how
Satan's hand can be detected in the affairs of
this world but that the last word is always with
God — it is &is plans which will triumph.

Kal t® dyyéhw thg év Hepyduw ékxkinoiog
yodpov: Tade Aéyer 6 Exwv TV pougaiov
v diotopov v OEelov:

qulokn, ng f prison, imprisonment

Probably to await execution.

melpaoBfite  Verb, aor pass subj, 2 pl
mewpoalw test, put to the test, tempt
oeko  ten

A round number indicating a short period of
time.

motog, M, ov faithful, believing
dyptv prep with gen until, as far as
Bavatog, ov m death

dwow Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dLdmuUL
oTeEQAvog, ov m wreath, crown

Pergamum was the seat of government of the
Roman province of Asia. The first temple of
the imperial cult was built there in 29 B.C. in
honour of Rome and Augustus. This is why
John speaks of Pergamum as the 'place where
Satan has his throne'. It was also the centre of
the worship of Asklepios, the serpent-god who
was famed for healing and who was referred to
as 'saviour'. Witherington adds, "Pergamum
was also famous for its 200,000 volume
library. Here above all the church was likely
to clash with the dictates of Hellenistic culture
and the imperial cult.”

pougata, ag f see 1:16
dLotonog, ov  see 1:16
OEug, £1a, v see 1:16

A wreath, not a royal crown which would be
oLadnua. Smyrna was famous for its games.
The picture here is of the victory wreath.
Witherington adds that Smyna had the wreath
as a symbol for its city, a symbol often found
on inscriptions.

Com, ng f life

"In the context of life in a provincial capital
where the proconsul was granted the 'right of
the sword' (ius gladii), the power to execute at
will, the sovereign Christ with the two-edged
sword would remind the threatened
congregation that ultimate power over life and
death belongs to God." Mounce.

Life is the victor's prize (cf. James 1:12; 2 Tim
4:8; 1 Thess 2:19; 1 Peter 5:4; Heb 2:9).

Verse 13

Verse 11

6 Exwv olg dkovodTm Tl TO Tveduo Aéyel
Talg EKKANGLOLS. O VK@V 0V ur) adknof ¢k
0D Bavdtov oD devTépov.

Otda mod katoikels, Brrov 6 Bpdvog Tod
Satovd, kol kpotelg 1O dvoud wov, Kot
oK VoW TNV TLOTLY LoV Kal év Tolg
NuépOLg Avtutdg O udpTug Hov O JToTdg
uov, 0¢ dmektdvon aps Vulv, dmov 6
20Tov0S KATOLKEL.

ovg, MTOG n see v.7.

VIKO®w Cconguer, overcome

adwkn0fi  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s AOLKEW
harm

dgvtepog, o, ov  second

ol interrogative adverb where (?)
kotolkew live, settle, inhabit
omov adv. where

Bpovog, ov m throne
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Some think that the allusion is to the serpent
god Asklepios. Most however, see it as a
reference to the fact that Pergamum was the
official cult centre of emperor worship in Asia.
Caird says "John believed that Rome was the
latest and greatest agent of Satan, not only
because of her totalitarian demand for that
absolute allegiance which is due to God alone,
but also because he saw in her the epitome of
all paganism and worldliness."

kpotew hold, hold fast

Hovijow Verb, aor midd dep indic, 2 s
dpveouar deny, disown, renounce

motig, ewg f faith

By yielding to the pressure of burning incense
to the emperor and declaring 'Caesar is Lord'.

"This reference is not to a body of doctrine but
to Balaam's activity of advising the Midianite
women how to beguile the Israelites into
acting treacherously aganst the Lord.
Numbers 25:1ff. reports that the Israelites
'began to play the harlot with the daughters of
Moab,' who in turn were successful in getting
them to worship their gods and take part in
their sacred meals. Although there is no
mention of Balaam at this point, we learn in
Numbers 31:16 of his role in Israel's
apostacy... Thus Balaam became a prototype
of all corrupt teachers who betrayed believers
into fatal compromise with worldly
ideologies." Mounce.

HOOTVG, LaETVEOG dat pl papTvUoLY m
witness, matryr

gayelv  Verb, aor act infin £€00ww eat
eldwhobvtov, ov n meat offered to idols

Probably at pagan festivals.

Suggests that he alone had thus far lost his life
for the faith. It is not clear whether this was
by judicial execution or mob violence.

mopvevw commit sexual immorality

JTLOTOS, 1, OV see v.10

Withington comments, "It is striking that
Antipas is given the same title as Jesus, 'the

faithful witness'.

dmektdvOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
dmoktewvo kill, put to death

"A contrast is intended with the first clause [of
the verse] — both the believers and their
ultimate adversary live in the same locality."
Mounce.

May either be literal (pagan festivities often
included sexual licence), or figurative (i.e.
religious infidelity).

Witherington comments, "Whether John has in
mind sex with sacred prostitutes (which would
mean that stopvela is used in its technical and
root sense) or, more likely, the sexual dalliance
that went on at dinner parties held in the
temple precincts is uncertain. In either case
John is warning against going to pagan
temples and participating in events there."

Verse 14

Verse 15

AMe Exw kot 00D Ohiya, OTL Exer ékel
kpoatoUvtag Tv dudayv Bakadu, Og
£otdaokev T Bolik Balelv okdvoahov
gvomov Tdv vidv Topank, @ayely
eldwhdOvTa Kal mopvedoar:

oUtwg £xELg Kal oV kpotodvtag v
MV [TOV] NIKOAITTOV OUOtwG.

ovtwe thus, in this way

Suggests that the previous verse referred to the
Nicolatians.

ouowwg likewise, in the same way

oiyog, 1, ov little, small; pl. few

There may be more than a few things we do
not like about a church, but what matters is the
verdict of Christ.

ékcel  there, in that place
Kpotew seev.13
owaym, ng f teaching, what is taught

"John's opprobrious name for the teaching of
the Nicolatians." Caird.

oLdaokw teach

BaAielv  Verb, aor act infin foailw throw

okavoohov, ov n that which causes sin/
offence, obstacle

évomiov prep + gen before, in front of

Witherington writes, "G.R.Beasley-Murray
makes the appealing suggestion that the
Nicolaitans may have been high-status
Christians who believed a certain amount of
compromise with the dominant culture was all
right. They could have argued, 'Even Romans
don't really believe the Emperor is a god, so
why not just go along, and have a good living
as a member of a guild?' They might have
been dualists like some of the Corinthians (see
1 Cor. 8-10), arguing that what one did with
the body did not affect one's spiritual condition
and status. The complaint against Balaam is a
complaint against syncretism, the luring of
Christians into participation in pagan cults."
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Verse 16

weTovonoov ovv: el 8¢ un, Eoyouat oot
TayV, Kol TOAEUNOW UET* OVTAOV £V T
pougaig 100 0TéUATOS OV,

uetavoew repent

"Only a portion of the church has fallen prey
to the penicious doctrine of the Balaamites, but
all are guilty of not taking action against their
presence. The fault is the opposite of Ephesus
where the heretics were rooted out but love
was missing (2:2, 4)." Mounce.

iii) Some think that it refers to a Rabbinic
belief that in the last days the manna would
be accompanied by precious stones falling

from heaven.
Morris says, "We simply do not know what the

white stone signified, though clearly it did
convey some assurance of blessing."

KOLVOG, 1, OV new
veypauuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc & n
nom/acc s YOOQ®

tayv adv quickly, without delay, soon
moAeuew wage war, fight

The sword of Christ's mouth is more to be
feared than the sword of Rome.

Verse 17

6 Exwv olg dkovodTm Tl TO Tveduo Aéyel
Talg EKKANGLOLS. TM VIKOVTL dSWow VT
oD ndvvo tod kekpuuuévou, kol dwow
avt® Pligov Aevknv kai £l v Yhigov
Svoua Kovov yeyoauuévov O ovdelc oidev
el un 6 haupdvov.

Mounce thinks it could be the name of the
victor himself. Witherington adds, "The new
name implies a new identity and being
someone special in the kingdom. Christians
did not have to compromise on earth by
socialising with pagans in temples when they
had a much better engraved invitation to a
much better banquet."”

vikow see v.l1

0wow Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dLdwuUL

Kekpvuuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n
gens kountw hide

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing

Day 1183: Revelation 2:18-21

Verse 18

Reflects a Jewish legend that the pot of manna
from the Ark was taken by Jeremiah at the
time of the destruction of Solomon's Temple
and hidden underground. There it would
remain until the time of the Messiah when the
manna, the ark and the temple would all be
restored. "To those who conquer is offered not
idol food but hidden manna (i.e., bread that is
not currently visible and that comes from
heaven). here is the promise of a much more
lasting and satisfying fellowship than one
could get at a pagan feast, drawing on Jewish
messianic traditions about the repetition of the
manna miracle in the messianic kingdom."
Witherington.

Kal td dyyéhw thig év Ovateipolg
gkkAnoiog yodpov: Tdde héyel 6 viog tod
0£00, O &xwv Tovg 0EOaluove avtod Mg
PAOYO TVPOC, Kol ol T6deg avToD Suotot
XOAKOMPBAVEY

Thyatyra was a prosperous centre for
manufacturing and trade (cf. Acts 16:14).
"Since the trade-guilds were inseparably
intertwined with local religious observances,
they posed a special problem for the economic
well-being of Christians. The divine guardian
of the city was Tyrimnos (identified with the
Greek sun-god Apollo), who would be
conceived of as the patron of the guilds and
therefore honoured in their festivities."
Mounce.

0d¢, 110¢, T00e see v.1

0wow Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dLdwuUL
yngog, ov f pebble, stone; vote
Aevkog, m, ov  white, shining

There are several explanations of the white

stone:

i) Stones were used as tickets of admission to
the theatre or to a banquet. Caird and
Mounce say that this is the conqueror's
ticket of admission into the heavenly
banquet.

il) Some suggest that a white stone was used
in a court of law to signify acquittal.

Cultic worship of Apollo Tyrimnos was
merged with that of the emperor, both being
considered sons of Zeus. In contrast with their
empty claims, Christ declares himself the Son
of God. The title also prepares the way for the
quotation from Psalm 2 in v.21.

@AOE, hoyog f see 1:14
VP, 0 n see 1:14

In contrast with Thyatira's sun-god. He is one
who sees all.

Tovg, modog m  see 1:15
ouolog, a, ov see 1:15
¥aAKOALBOvOV, ov n see 1:15
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It has been conjectured that the local guild of
bronze-smiths would have known the precise
meaning of this term which occurs nowhere
else in Greek literature.

Verse 19

0154 oov 10 Epya kol TV dydany kal TV
TLOTLY KAl TV dLakovioy kol TV
VITopoviv oov, kol Td Epya oov To foyatol
mAelova TOV TPWTWV.

Morris comments, "The strong trade guilds in
this city would have made it very difficult for
any Christian to earn his living without
belonging to a guild. But membership
involved attendance at guild banquets, and this
in turn meant eating meat which had first been
sacrificed to an idol."

Verse 21

owokovia, ag f ministry, service
vmouovn, g f patience, endurance
goyatog, 1, ov adj last, final

TTAELWV, TTAELOV or JTAEOV more, most
TPWTOG, M, ov first

kal £dwka avTfi xoovov Tva uetavoron,
kal oV Oéhel petavofioal ¢k Tfig mopvelog
avtig.

Cf. the message to the church at Ephesus in
v.4.

£€dwka  Verb, aor act indic, 1 s dLdwuL
¥xpovog, ov m time, period of time
uetavoew repent

Behw  wish, will

mopvela, ag f sexual immorality

Verse 20

A Exw katd 00D OTL dgelg TV yuvalko
1eCapeR, M Aéyovoa avtnv mpogiitiy, Kol
duddokel kol havd Tovg Euovg dovAoLg
mopvedool kal @oyelv eldwhdOvTa.

aguue  allow, tolerate

Cf. v.4 for a contrasting use of the same verb.
Christian /aissez fair can be a carelessness
either about the demands of love and Christian
discipleship or about the inroads of heresy.

"The concept of religious infidelity under the
figure of harlotry is common in the OT.
'Rejoice not, O Israel!... for you have played
the harlot, forsaking your God' (Hos 9:1; cf.
Jer 3:6; Ezek 23:19; etc.). The fornication of
which Jezebel was not willing to repent was
her adulterous alliance with the pagan
environment." Mounce.

youvn, akog f woman

Day 1184: Revelation 2:22-29

Verse 22

"She is described as 'That Jezebel of a woman'
because here relaxation of the terms of the
apostolic decree or further compromise with
paganism (cf. v.14) placed her in the
succession of the OT Jezebel, whose Baal-cult
was marked by idolatry and ritual
prostitution." Bruce.

160U BAMAw adTV £ig KAVNY, Kal TOvg
uoLxevovtag uets avtfig elg OATYLY
ueydAnv, €av un LETAVOroWoLY €K TV
£oywv avtfic

khvn, ng f bed, couch, sickbed

mpogNTLG, Wog f prophetess

owaokw teach

mhavaw lead astray, mislead, deceive

guog, M, ov 1st pers possessive adj my,
mine

doviog, ov m slave, servant

TOPVELVW  see v.14

qayelv  seev.14

eldwhobutov, ov n see v.14

Here a sickbed. She will be struck with
disease as a punishment.

uolxevw commit adultery

OAPLg, ewg £ see v.9

ueyog, ueyoAn, ueyo large, great

gov un unless

ueTavonowoly  Verb, aor act subj, 3 pl
UETOVOE®D see v.21

A charge similar to that concerning the
Nicolatians (cf. vv. 14-15). "The Thyatiran
Jezebel is probably some prominent woman
within the church who, like her OT
counterpart, was influencing the people of God
to forsake loyalty to God by promoting a
tolerance toward and involvement in pagan
practices. This extended to fornication and
participation in the religious feasts connected
with membership in trade guilds." Mounce.

Witherington comments, "Christ inflicted great
suffering in the hopes of repentance not
because he wanted even Jezebel to undergo
final judgment at the eschaton."

Verse 23

kol Td Tékva avTiig doroktevd €v Bavaty:
kol yvwoovtal ool ol ¢kkAnotar Ot £yw
gluL 6 £pauVAV VEQEOVS Kal kopdiag, kal
dWOW VUV £kdoTte Katd ¢ Epya DUDV.

Tekvov, ov n child
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"Jezebel's 'children' are not the literal offspring
of her adulteries (so Beckwith...) or a second
generation of heretics (Lenski...), but those
who have so unreservedly embraced the
antinomian doctrines of their spiritual mother
that they are best described as younger
members of her family." Mounce. They are
the same as 'those who commit adultery with
her' v.22.

Bapog, ovg n burden, weight

Phillips and Mounce connect verses 24 and 25
so that it reads 'no other burden except that
you hold onto what you have until I come'.

Verse 25

e 2

v O #yete kpatqoate dypi[c] ob &
TiEw.

drmoktev®d  Verb, fut act indic, 1 s
amoktewvw Kill, put to death
Bavotog, ov m see v.10

ANV conj. but, nevertheless, however

0 éyete The sum total of Christian doctrine
and hope and privilege.

To 'kill with death' is a Hebraism meaning
either 'to slay completely' or 'to kill by
pestilence' (cf. Ezek 33:27; Rev 6:8).

yvoplLw make known, disclose, know
g¢oavvaw search, examine, try to find out
veppog, ov m (lit kidney) mind, thought

kpatew hold, hold fast

Aypt and dxpL o0 until

flEw  Verb, aor act subj, 1 s kw come,
have come, be present

Verse 26

Used of the will and affections.
He searches heart and mind with burning eyes.

0wow Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dLdwUL
£K00TOG, 1, OV each, every

Kal 0 vik®dV kal 6 Tnedv dypt Téhovg T
£oya wov, dwow avtd Eovatayv £ml Tdv
A ONA

Cf. Jer 17:10, also Mt 16:27; Rom 2:6.
Witherington comments, "There is indeed a
judgment of Christian works, with rewards and
punishment depending on the evaluation."

vikow see v.11
mmeew  keep, observe, maintain
TeAOC, ovg n end, conclusion

Ta oYy WOV in contrast with 'her works'
(v.22); cf. also v.19.

Verse 24

VUly 8¢ Aéyw tolg howtotg Tolg &v
Ouatelpolg, ool oK ExovoLv TV dLdayNV
TAVTNY, OlTLVES OVK Eyvwoayv Td Badéa ToD
Satavd, mg Aéyovoly, ov BAMw £@e VUdg
Mo Bdpog:

dwow Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dudwuL
¢€ovola, ag f authority, power
£€0vog, ovg n nation, people

John here quotes from Psalm 2. Those who
are faithful to Christ will share in Ais reign.

Verse 27

Aourog, m, ov rest, remaining, other

600¢, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as; pl. as many as, all

owaym, ng f seev.14

oltiveg Pronoun, m nom pl 00TLg, NTLG, O
T who, which, whoever, whichever

gyvwoov  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl yLvwokw

Babug, ewa, v deep

Kol ToLUavel avtovg év PdRdw oLdnpd, &g
O OKeVN TA KEQOULKO OVVTPLRETOL,

molpavel  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s woluaLvem
tend as a shepherd, rule

Either:

i) This was actually their claim. They sought
to get involved in pagan society in order to
become knowlegeable in the mysteries of
evil and so prove that evil is unable to
touch the person who is saved by grace.
Or:

ii) Like Paul (1 Cor 2:10) they claimed to
know the deep secrets of God and it is John
who contemptuously calls their knowledge
Satanic (so Witherington).

This verb, while in the Greek used only of
tending sheep, reflects an ambiguous Hebrew
verb which may mean either to shepherd or to
rule. Among the Hebrews the ruler was
regarded as shepherd of his people (Jer 23:4f.;
25:34f.; Ezek 34 etc.).

papdog, ov f stick, rod, sceptre
owdnpovg, a, ovv made of iron

Mounce thinks the shepherd's staff or club.
Perhaps an oak club capped with iron to ward
off the attacks of marauding beasts.

OKEVOG, OUS n Object, vessel
KEPOULKOG, M, ov earthen, made of clay
ovvtppw break in pieces, shatter

M¢ Aeyovolv uncertain whether this refers to
the apostates themselves or to those who
remained faithful.

d\og, n, o another, other

"The description of this rule as the shattering
of the potter's vessel speaks of the absolute
power of the victorious Christ and his
followers over the rebellious nations."
Mounce.
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Verse 28

0¢ KAyw eiAnga opd 100 ToTPoS Hov,
Kol dwow ovT® TOV AoTEPA TOV TPWIVOV.

k&yw acompound word = KoL £yw
elAnga  Verb, perf act indic, 1 s Aaufave
AoTNE, €00¢ m star

TPWIVOS, M, OV morning

"No completely satisfactory answer for this

symbol has been offered. Among the many

suggestions one finds

i) An allusion to Lucifer of Isaiah 14:12,

ii) Christ himself (cf. 22:16),

iii) a reference to Daniel 12:3 and the
immortality of the righteous,

iv) the dawn of eternal life,

v) a literal reference to the planet Venus, and

vi) the Holy Spirit." Mounce.

Witherington, referring to Rev 22:16,

comments, "The morning star is Venus, which

to Romans was the symbol of victory and

sovereignty. Christians will not obtain such

things through pagan rituals or by following

pagan teaching, but from Christ."

Verse 29

6 Exov olg dkovodtm Tl TO Tveduo Aéyet
Talg EKKANOLOLG.

ovg, wtog n cf. 2:7

Day 1185: Revelation 3:1-6

Verse 1

Kai 1® dyyéhg tiic év Zdpdeov ékkAnoiog
yodpov: Tade héyer O Exwv Ta £Td
mvevuota ToD 0god kol Tovg T
dotépag: 04 oov T Epya, 8Tl Evoua
Exerg 81 g, kal vekpog el.

"In the sixth century BC Sardis was one of the
most powerful cities of the ancient world. Yet
by the Roman period it had declined to the
point that Ramsay could appropriately describe
it as 'a relic of the period of barbaric warfare,
which lived rather on its ancient prestige than
on its suitability to present conditions.' "
Mounce.

The city possessed an almost impregnable
acropolis which had never been captured in
battle. However, the acropolis had twice
fallen, on both occasions the invaders had
come under the cover of darkness and had met
no resistance — like a thief in the night.

00¢, Nd¢, 100e see 2:1

The Spirit is the giver of life, hence the
reference here to Christ as the one who
possesses the fulness of the Spirit.

Ao, €pog m see 1:16
Ovoud, T0g n name, reputation
Caw live, be alive

VvEKPOC, o, ov dead

Despite the appearance of life, the lack of
persecution from outside and lack of division
by heresy within, the church is without
spiritual life — it is dead. Mounce says that
"the majority had so fully compromised with
the pagan environment that the church was
Christian in name only (ie. 'nominally’
Christian)."

Verse 2

yivou yonyop®v, kal oTHOL00V TO AOLTTtdL O
guehhov dmwobavelv, ov yap eVpnkd cov T
£oya memAnpwuéva évomiov tod Oeold pov-

vonyopew be or keep awake, be alert

'Show yourself watchful'. It's a wake-up call.
"The exhortations to watchfulness would carry
special weight in Sardis because twice in its
history the acropolis had fallen to the enemy
due to a lack of vigilance on the part of the
defenders... As in history, so in life, to
consider oneself secure and fail to remain alert
is to court disaster." Mounce.

otnpoLw strengthen
Aouog, M, ov rest, remaining

| There is a small residue of spiritual vitality.

uehlw (before an infin) be going, be about

dmobvnokw die

gVpNKd  Verb, perfact indic, 1 s €0pL0K®
find, discover

memAnowuéva  Verb, perf pass pte, n
nom/acc pl minpow fill, make full

Their works fall short of what they ought to
have been. Perhaps also an allusion to the
immense temple to Artemis which remained
unfinished in Sardis.

évwrmov prep with gen before

Picking up on the lack of reference here to
persecution, Caird remarks, "Content with
mediocrity, lacking both the enthusiasm to
entertain a heresy and the depth of conviction
which provokes intollerance, it was too
innocuous to be worth persecuting."

Verse 3

uvnudveve odv TS ELAN@oC Kol fikovoag,
kol THEEL, Kal petavonoov. £0v ovv u
yonyopriong, HEw Mg KAETTNG, Kol 0V un
yvidg molov dpav HEw €t of.

uvnuovevw remember, keep in mind
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Week 237: Revelation 2:8-3:6

"Although mtwg regularly indicates manner
('how"), the connection with TnpeeL, which
needs an object, suggests it should be
translated 'what' (cf. Beckwith...)." Mounce.

meplareltor  Verb, fut midd indic, 3 s
meplpailw put on, clothe, dress

elAngag  Verb, perf act indic, 2 s Aoufovm
mpew keep, observe, maintain
uetavoew repent

HEw Verb, aor act subj, 1 s kw come
khemtng, ov m thief

"It would seem therefore, that the white
garments promised to the overcomer in 3:5
represent attire appropriate to the heavenly
state. Since they are made white by washing
in the blood of the Lamb (7:13), the figure is
highly appropriate to portray justification."
Mounce.

Cf. Mt 24:42-44; 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10.
Here however the reference is not to the
second coming but to an imminent act of
judgement — which nevertheless anticipates the
final day of judgement.

¢Eakelpw  wipe out, remove, cancel
BuBrog, ov f book, record

Com, ng f life

yv®dg Verb, aor act subj, 2 s YLV®WOK®
TOLog, O, OV interrog pro. what
mpa, ag f hour, moment

Verse 4

AN Exerg Oiyo Ovopata &v Zdpdeowv
ovK £udhuvoy O tndtia avTtdv, Ko
mepuratioovoly uete £nod év Aevkolg, Otu
dELol elowv.

oALyog, 1, ov little, small; pl. few
Ovoud, T0¢ n hame, person

Cf. Ex 32:32. All ancient cities kept a register
in which the names of the citizens were
recorded. The Book of Life is the register of
citizenship of the heavenly city. Mounce
considers whether or not this passage teaches
that those who have been saved may
subsequently be lost. Having considered the
arguments on both sides he wisely concludes,
"It is hermeneutically unsound to base
theological doctrine solely on either parables
or apocalyptic imagery. Better to allow the
text, even when difficult, to present its own
picture."

|Name here stands for the whole person.

gudhvvav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl wolvvw
defile, make unclean
luatiov, ov n garment, clothing, robe

ouohoyew confess, declare
EVOILov see v.2

Cf. Mt 10:32 and parallels. It is a courtroom
picture — Christ vouches for his people.

"It is often noted ... that since the manufacture
and dying of woollen goods was a principal
trade in Sardis, an allusion to defiled garments
would be immediately recognised.” Mounce.
The reference is to compromised witness
through accommodation to a pagan society.

Verse 6

6 #yov og dkovodtm Tl TO Tveduo Aéyel
Talg EkkAnolong.

mepLTatew walk
Aevkog, m, ov  white, shining

Cf. Rev 7:9. The white robes are a symbol of
purity and holiness. Cf. Rev 19:8.

dEwog, a, ov  worthy, deserving, fitting

"They themselves have done nothing to merit
their exalted position, but are worthy in the
sense that they have withstood the pressure to
apostatise and hence have done nothing which
would result in forfeiting their position."
Mounce.

Verse 5

O VIK®V oVTwg mepLBaieltol év lpatiolg
evkolg, kol ov ut ¢Eaielpw 1O Evoua
ovtod €k thig Bifrov Thg Cwiig, kai
ouoroyriow tO dvoua 0vtod Evwiov Tod
TOTEOC UOV KOL EVOTTLOV TV AyYEAWV
avtoD.

VIKO@W COonquer, overcome
ovtwg thus, in this way

ovg, WTOg n see 2:7
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