Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 238: Revelation 3:7-5:5

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 238 — Revelation 3:7-5:5

Day 1186: Revelation 3:7-13

Verse 7

Kal @ dyyéhw tfig év dLhadehpetq
gkkhnotag yodpov: Tade Aéyel O Gylog, O
aMOwvde, 6 Exwv TV KAETY Aavid, O
avolywv kol ovdelg kheloeL, kol KAetwv
Kal ovdeig dvolyel:

Philadelphia was the newest of the cities
addressed in these seven letters. It stood in a
region where earthquakes were common and
had been totally destroyed along with Sardis in
17 AD. The city had later been rebuilt and
was devoted to Hellenistic culture — being
called 'little Athens' for all its temples.

08¢, Nde, 100 see 2:1
aywog, a, ov holy
dAnbuvog, m, ov real, genuine, true

Cf. 6:10 where applied to God. Jesus is God
and is the true Messiah.

kAelg, ewdog f key

dvolyw open

0VdELG, OVdEULY, OVdEY  Nno one, nothing
kheww shut, shut up, lock

Most think this refers to opportunity for
missionary activity (1 Cor 16:9, cf. 2 Cor 2:12;
Col 4:3).

"Ramsay explains the expression in terms of
Philadelphia's geographic position at the
eastern end of the valley leading up onto the
great central plain. As the 'keeper of the
gateway to the plateau' it had been given a
unique opportunity to carry the gospel to the
cities of Phrygia... A different interpretation,
however, fits the context better. The
preceding verse spoke of a messianic kingdom
whose access was under the absolute control
of Christ. He is the one who possesses the key
and can open and shut at will. Now in verse 8
he reminds the Christians at Philadelphia who
may have been excommunicated from the local
synagogue (vs. 9) that he has placed before
them an open door into the eternal kingdom,
and no one can shut it." Mounce. So also
Morris.

dvvauol can, be able to

Because the letter is primarily concerned with
the church's relation to the Jews, it opens with
Christ's claim to be the true Messiah, who
holds the key of David. John echoes here the
language of Is 22:22 in which the key of the
house of David is entrusted to a new steward
Eliakim, as a symbol of his complete control
over the royal household and of his authority
to grant or refuse access to the king's presence.
Morris thinks that the opening and shutting
refers to admission to the city of David, the
heavenly Jerusalem.

Mounce adds "It may be an intentional
contrast with the practice of the local
synagogue in excommunicating Christian
Jews."

OTL pkpdv Exerg dvvauly continues the
thought of the first four words. The RSV
makes this explicit by repeating 'l know' and
continuing 'that you have little power..."
Probably a small congregation that had not
made a major impact on the city.

meew  keep, observe, maintain
foviow Verb, aor midd dep indic, 2 s
dpveopar deny, disown, renounce

The aorists suggest a particular period of trial
that had been faced.

Verse 9

Verse 8

{60V dLOG ¢k Thig ovvaywyfic 10D Satovd,
1OV Aeyoviov favtovg Tovdaiovg elvad,
kol ovk elolv GANN Pevdovtal: ido
TOLOoW avTovg Tva HEovoLv Ko
TPOOKVVHOOUOLY EVIITLOV TAV TOdDV 0o,
kal yvoouy Ot £yw Nyannod oe.

0184 oov 10 Epya - 1oV Sédwka Evwmidy
oov BVpav fvewyuévny, fiv oddelg duvoTaL
kKAetoar oty - OtL wkpdy Exelg dSuvauLy,
Kol £Tonodc uov tov AOyov, Kai ovk
Hoviow 10 dvoud pov.

OLd® Verb, pres act indic (variant form)
OLdmUL

o0¢dwka  Verb, perfact indic, 1 s dLdwuL

EVOTTLOV see v.2

Bupa, ag f door, gate

fvewyuévnv  Verb, perf pass ptc, f acc s
AVOLY®

Cf2:9 By rejecting the Messiah they have lost
their right to claim that they are Jews. Cf.
Rom 2:28,29; Gal 6:16. In opposing Christ
and his people they show themselves to be the
servants of Satan, cf. In 8:44.

govtog, £avtn, tavtov  him/herself, itself
glval  Verb, pres infin iyt

Ppevdopar lie, speak untruth, deceive

NKkw come
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npookvvew fall at another's feet
movg, modog m foot

Verse 12

Cf. the OT prophecies in Is 45:14; 49:23; Zech
8:20ff. which are in the context of the
conversion of the Gentile nations (Is 49:6).
Mounce says, "What the Jews fondly expected
from the Gentiles, they themselves will be
forced to render to the Christians. They will
play the role of the heathen and acknowledge
that the church is the true Israel of God."
Mounce thinks that the reference is not to
conversion but simply eschatological
"acknowlegement that the church is the object
of Christ's love."

O VIKOV TToL1iow avtov oThhov év T@ vod
10D 80D wov, kal EEw ov un £EENOY E1L,
kal yodw €me adtov 10 Svouo tod Oeod
uov kai 10 dvoua tfig mdrewe 10D 00D
uov, thg kawviig "Tepovooiiu, 1
katofaivovoa €k ToD ovpavod dmd Tod
0g0D uov, kal T dvoud pov O KaLvov.

vikaw see 2:11
oTvAog, ov m pillar, column

Cf. Gal 2:9; 1 Tim 3:15. A picture of stability
and permanence.

yvwolg Verb, fut act indic, 3 s yYLvowoKk®
dyamow love, show love for
o€ Pronoun, acc s ov

Verse 10

vaog, ov m temple, sanctuary
¢€w adv. out, outside, away
¢ty still, yet, any more

Ot étonoag Tov Adyov Tiig topoviig
nov, kdyw og Terow ék tiig Hpoag tod
metpaopod thg uehhovong Epyxeodon émi
tfig olkovuévng BAng meLpdoal Tovg
katolkoDvrog £mi Thig yiic.

"To a city that had experienced devastating
earthquakes which caused people to flee into
the countryside and establish temporary
dwellings there, the promise of permanence
within the New Jerusalem would have a
special meaning." Mounce.

vmouovn, g f patience, endurance

The believers at Philadelphia had kept
"Christ's command to endure patiently for his
sake." Bruce.

yoopw write

mohg, ewg f city, town

KOLVOG, 1, OV New

katafalve come down, descend
ovpavog, ov m heaven

kayw from kou éyw and |, | also

¢k thig Mpag is either:

i) 'Keep you from undergoing trial...', or
ii) 'Keep you right through the trial...'
The latter is the more likely. CfJn 17:15.

wpa, ag f hour, moment, period of time
TELPAOUOG, ov m  period or process of
testing, trial

"The impact of the threefold inscription is to
show that the faithful belong to God, hold
citizenship in the New Jerusalem, and in a
special way are related to Christ." Mounce.
Cf. 7:3; 14:1; 22:4 also Gal 4:26; Phil 3:20.
Reddish comments, "Now those who have
kept 'the name' will be inscribed with the
name."

Verse 13

Reference is to the worldwide meLpaouog
which is the subject of the rest of this book.

uehow (before an infin) be going, be about
oikovuevn, ng f world, inhabited earth
0)og, 1, ov whole, all, complete, entire
melpalw test, put to the test

kotolkew live, inhabit

Verse 11

6 #yowv og dkovodtm Tl TO Tveduo Aéyel
Talg EkkAnolong.

Eoyonan TayV® kpdtel O £xelg, Tva undeig
AN TOV oTéavdy cov.

toyv adv quickly, without delay, soon

lcf. 101

Kpootew see 2:25
unodeg, undeuta, undev no one, nothing
OTEPOVOG, OV m see 2:10

Philadelphia was well known for its games and
festivals.

ovg, WTOg n see 2:7
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Day 1187: Revelation 3:14-22

Verse 14

Kai t® dyyéhw tiig év Aaodikeig
gckhnotog yodpov: Tade Aéyelr 6 Autjv, 6
wdotug 6 TOTOS Kal AnOwvdg, 1) doyn Thg
kTloewg 100 Be0D-

Laodicea was an extremely wealthy city,
famous for its wool and textiles. Agricultural
and commercial prosperity had resulted in
Laodicea also becoming a centre for banking.
It also had a notable medical school which,
among other things, was famed for its eye-
salve. However, the city lacked a natural
water supply. Its water was piped in from
from hot springs 6 miles away, arriving tepid
and so impure as to have an emetic effect.
There was a sizable Jewish community in the
city. The church had probably been founded
during Paul's stay at Ephesus. Paul wrote
them a letter (Col 4:16) which was
subsequently lost.

00¢, 1d¢, T00e see 2:1

UOOTVS, WaETVPOG dat pl LOPTUVOLY m
witness

motog, M, ov faithful, trustworthy, reliable

"Ford suggests that it was added to clarify for
the non-Hebrew-speaking audience the
meaning of 'amen'... It presents the
trustworthiness of Christ in sharp contrast to
the unfaithfulness of the Laodicean church.”
Mounce. God is called the Amen in Isa 65:16.

anoivog, 1, ov see v.7
dpym, ng f beginning, origin
KTLOLG, ewg f creation

Cf. Col 1:15. The Laodiceans should have
been familiar with the Colossian letter (see Col
4:16).

Verse 15

O1dd¢ cov T épya, 8Tl olite Yuyeog €l
otte Leotdg. Spehov Puypog Ne 1 Leotds.

ovte not, nor (ovte ... ovte neither ...
nor)

Yuypog, o, ov cold

Ceotog, 1, ov  hot

ogpelov would that, | wish that

ng  Verb, imperfect indic, 2's elpL

1 or

"In an important article, Rudwick and Green
argue that the adjectives 'hot,' 'cold,' and
'lukewarm' are not to be taken as describing
the spiritual fervour (or lack of it) of people.
The contrast is between the hot medicinal
waters of Hierapolis and the cold, pure waters
of Colossae. Thus the church in Laodicea 'was
providing neither refreshment for the
spiritually weary, nor healing for the
spiritually sick. It was totally ineffective, and
thus distasteful to the Lord'... On this
interpretation the church is not being called to
task for its spiritual temperature but for the
barrenness of its works. Among the several
advantages of this interpretation is the fact that
it is no longer necessary to wonder why Christ
would prefer the church to be 'cold' rather than
'lukewarm'." Mounce. See also Colin Hemer's
Article in The New International Dictionary of
New Testament Theology, vol 1, pp 317-319.

Verse 16

oVtme, 8TL xAapog €1 kol otite Leotog
olite Yuypds, uélw oe uéool ék tod
otéuoTdg HoV.

oVtwg thus, in this way

¥AMopog, o, ov tepid, lukewarm

uehhw (before an infin) be going, be about
guew  spit out, vomit

otoua, Tog n mouth

Verse 17

Ot Aéyerg OtL IThovoLdg el kol

memAovTNKA Kol 00dEV ypelav Exw, kal

ovk otdag 8t oV €l 6 Tohatmwpog kol

EheeLvOg Kol TTTWYOG Kol TVPAOS Kol

yupuvos,

TAOVOLOG, O, oV  rich

merhovtnka  Verb, perf act indic, 1 s
mhovtew be rich, grow rich

ovdELS, oVdeULa, 0VdEV  No one, nothing

xpewa, ag f need, want

TOAALTTWPOG, oV Miserable, wretched

éheeLvog, mn, ov  pitiable

TTWYOG, M, OV poor, pitiful

TVEpAOG, M, ov blind

Yuuvog, m, ov  naked, poorly dressed

|Cf. 2:9.

Verse 18

ovufoviedw oot dyopdoat o £uod
¥xovotov memvpwuévov €k Tupog Tva
mhovtjong, kol wdtia Aevkd tvo
ePLBARY kol i pavepwdR 1 atoyivn tfig
yuuvoTNTodg 0oL, Kol KoAA[oJupLov
gyyptoal Tovg dgbaiuovg oov tva PAEmNS.
ovupovievw advise, counsel
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dyopolw buy, redeem

¥XovoLov, ov n gold

memvpwuévov  Verb, perf pass pte, m acc &
n nom/acc s stvupoouat burn; perf. be
refined

mvp, og n fire

LHOTLOV, OV n see v.4

Aevkog, M, OV see v.4

"A contrast with the black woollen fabric for
which for which the city was famous could be
intended, but the figure of white garments as
symbolic of righteousness is so widely used in
Revelation (3:4,5; 4:4; 6:11; 7:9,13-14; 19:14)
that no local allusion is necessary." Mounce.

mepLAA  Verb, aor act subj, 2 s
mepLBollw  see v.5

qavepwBdf] Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s
govepow make known, reveal, make
evident

aloyvvn, ng £ shame, disgrace

yvuvotng, ntog f nakedness

koAhovpLov, ov n eye salve

"Laodicea was known for its famous medical
school ... and exported 'Phrygian powder'
widely used as an eye-salve." Mounce.

gyyxolw rub on (of ointment)
PAeTw see, be able to see

Verse 19

gym Goovg 20V QLA EAEyyw Kol TaLdevm:
0heve ovv Kol UeTovonoov.

Ramsay considers vv 19-22 an epilogue to all
7 letters but this view has attracted little
support.

600¢, 1, ov correlative pronoun, as much
as, whoever; pl. as many as, all
@uhew love, have deep feeling for

Charles comments, "It is a touching and
unexpected manifestation of love to those who
deserve it least among the seven churches."
And Witherington writes, "Even with such
people as the Laodiceans, Christ does not give

up.H

éheyxw show (someone his) fault, convince
(someone of his) error, rebuke
madevw instruct, train, discipline, correct

|CF. Prov 3:11,12; Heb 12:5.6.

tnhow be jealous of, be zealous
uetavoew repent

Verse 20

160V €otnka émml TV OVpaV Kol kpoVw* EGv
T1g dkovon Thg @wviig wov kai AvoiEn tnv
0vpav, [kai] eloghevoouat TEOS AVTOV Kal
SeLTTVIiom UeTe avTod kol avtdg pete ¢uod.

g¢otnka  Verb, perfact indic, 1 s totnut
stand

Bvpa, ag f door, gate

kpovw knock (at a door)

| Present continuous.

AvotEn Verb, aor act subj, 3 s dvolLyw
open

eloehevoopar  Verb, fut midd sep indic, 1 s
glogpyouatr enter, come in

deLtviiow  Verb, aor act subj, 1 s deLvew
eat, dine

Cf. Lk 22:30. A picture of that fellowship
with Christ which is an anticipation of the
future messianic kingdom (cf. Mt 26:29; Rev
19:9).

Verse 21

0 VIKOV dwow avtd kobioal uete Euod év
@ 0pOVW Hov, ®g kdyw Eviknoo Kol
éxdBroa uetd tod maTEdg uov v T
0pdvew avtod.

vikow see 2:11

0wow Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dudwuL
koBLlw sit down, sit, take one's seat
Bpovog, ov m throne

| Cf. Mt 19:28; 2 Tim 2:12.

kdyw acompound word = Kot £yw
€kd0uoa Verb, aor act indic, 1 s kaOLLw

Verse 22

6 Eyowv og dkovodtm Tl TO Tveduo Aéyel
Tl EkkAnolong.

ovg, MTOS n see 2:7.
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Postscript

Verse 2

Of the letters to the churches (and of the book
of Revelation as a whole), Talbert writes, "It
speaks harshly to those so-called Christian
prophets who eagerly advocate assimilation to
an alien ethos as something compatible with
Christian faith. It also speaks a word of
warning to the unthinking mass of Christians
who simply want to share in the economic
fruits of Babylon's wealth and luxury and are
quite willing to assimilate in order to reap
temporal benefits. Revelation addresses not so
much those alienated from the larger society
because they belong to the 'have-nots' as it
does those with upward social mobility who
want to be totally immersed in the larger
society and are consciously or unconsciously
willing to lose their souls in order to do so."

eV0Ewg Eyevouny v mveduat: kol ool
Bpdvog Ekelto v 1@ oVPOVD, Kol £l TOV
Bpovov kabfjuevog,

Bpovog, ov m see 3:21

Fiorenza says that the central question of
concern in the book of Revelation is "To
whom does the earth belong? Who is the ruler
of this world? The book's central theological
symbol is therefore the throne, signifying
either divine and liberating or demonic and
death-dealing power."

kewpor lie, be laid; exist; stand
koOnuot  sit, sit down, live

Cf. 1 Kings 22:19; Isa 6:1.

Day 1188: Revelation 4:1-6a

Verse 1

Metd Tadto €ldov, kal idov Bvpa
Rvewyuévn &v T® ovpavd, Kai 1) @wvn 1
TEWTN v fikovoo G odAsryyog Aokovong
wete €uod Aéywv, Avapa Gde, kal delEw
oot 0 Ogl yevéobat petd tadto.

€idov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl 6paw
trans see, observe

Ovpa, ag f see 3:20

fvewyuévn Verb, perf pass ptc, fnom s
avolryw see 3:20

Witherington argues that "John's portrayal of
the throne scene [that follows] owes something
... to Roman scenes of the enthroned Emperor
surrounded by his council and holding an open
scroll in his hand. The hymns that emanate
from the throne room in heaven can be seen in
the light of the hymnic acclamations and acts
of bowing down before the Emperor not only
in the Roman court but also in the imperial cult
in Asia, where the statue of the Emperor might
have obeisance done before it. The scenes in
Rev 4-5 then become John's rhetorical means
of offering an alternative vision of who is
really in charge of the world in which John's
audience lives."

Verse 3

Cf. Ezek 1:1. The perfect tense suggests a
door permanently opened, "perhaps as a result
of Jesus' death and resurrection. The church
has permanent and open access to heaven and
to their God." Witherington.

kal O kabruevog duotog 6pdoeL Mbw
tdomdL kai 0apdiw, kai Toig kukhdbev Tod
0pdvou duotog 6pdoeL ouapaydive.

ouorog, a, ov like

ovpavog, ov m heaven

Tpwtog, 1, ov first

OOATILE, Lyyog f see 1:9

hohew speak, talk

avdpa  Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s dvafalvem
go up, come up

wde adv here

The repeated use of OpoLog reflect John's
attempt to describe the indescribable.

Cf. 1:19. "A true insight into history is gained
only when we view all things from the vantage
point of the heavenly throne." Mounce.

opuolg, emg f vision, appearance

MBog, ov m stone, precious stone

loomig, Wog f jasper (a semi-precious
stone of varying colours, but the jasper of
the NT was probably green)

oapdlov, ov n carnelian or cornelian (a
semi-precious stone, usually red in colour)

Cf. Ezekiel 1.

deiEw Verb, fut act indic, 3 s detkvuuL
show, point out, reveal
oeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must

ipig, 1W6og f rainbow; varicoloured halo

There is a necessity about what will happen, it
is in the sovereign hand of God.

The rainbow is also the symbol of the
covenant. The covenant of mercy is part of the
crowning glory of God.

kvkhoBev prep with gen round, about
ouopayolvog, n, ov. made of emerald
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Verse 4

Kal kKukho0ev 100 Opdvov Bpdvovg elkoot
Té000PEC, Kal £l Tovg 0pOvoug £lkoot
T€000,00G TPECPVTEPOVS KaOnuévoug
mepLBefAnuévoue év tpatiolg Aevkols, kal
7Tl TOG KEQPAAAS aVTAV 0TEQPEVOUC
¥xoVoolG.

glkool  twenty

TEOOOPES neut TEOCOPN gen TECOUPWYV
four

npeofutepog, o, ov elder, eldest

Most take as a symbol of the 12 Israelite
patriarchs plus the 12 apostles — the totality of
the Church. Mounce, however, argues that
they are an exalted angelic order who serve
and adore God. Witherington comments,
"Whatever the twenty-four are, their function
in the drama is secondary, for all they do in
this book is fall down and worship God or play
a harp and so are contributors to heavenly
worship (cf. 5:8, 14; 11:16; 19:4 cf. 5:5; 7:13
where an elder is an interpreter). One thing is
certain: there is no known parallel to these
twenty-four elders in other Jewish apocalyptic
literature, so this is a new and perhaps
important element in John's vision... That
these are symbols of the Christian elect is
shown by their reaction when God acts on
behalf of earthly Christians."

mepLePAnuévovg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc
pl mepLporiw see 3:5

LHoTLOV, OV n see 3:4

Aevkog, m, ov see 3:4

keqpaAn, ng f head

OTEPOVOG, OV m see 2:10

xpvoovg, 1, ovv made of gold, golden

Their white garments speak of holiness and
their golden crowns of royalty.

Verse 5

kal €k 10D Bpdvov ékmopevovtal dotparal
Kal @oval kol fpovral: kol et
MUTTAOES TVPOS KALOUEVOL EVOITLOV TOD
Bpdvov, & elowv td Emtd vevpata Toh
Beo?,

£KITOPEVOUAL GO or come out
dotpamn, ng f lightning, ray
Bpovin, ng f thunder

Symbolic of the awesome power and majesty
of God. Cf. Ex. 19:16ft.

£TOL  seven

haumog, adog f lamp, lantern
mvp, og n fire

koww light; pass be lit, burn
évwmiov prep with gen before

Witherington writes, "The burning lamps
before the throne are said to be the seven
spirits, again the angelic representatives of the
churches keeping the churches' fires burning,
in part by returning and being in the presence
of God."

Verse 6a

kal évorov tod Bpdvou mg Bdhacoa
Varivn duoia kPVOTAMAW.

Baloooa, ng f sea

vaiwvog, 1, ov  of glass, clear as glass
ouoLog, a, ov see v.3

kpvotaAlog, ov m crystal; ice

"A visual phenomenon which adds to the
awesome splendour of the throne-room scene."
Mounce.

Witherington comments, "In view of 13:1,
where the sea monster rises out of the glass
sea, it is probably a reference to the reality of
evil symbolised by the ancient image of the
chaos waters. Even the source of evil is not
outside the control of God."

Day 1189: Revelation 4:6b-11

Verse 6b

Kai év péow tod Bpdvou kai kikhw tod
0pdvov téooapa THa yéuovta dpBaiudv
gupoo0ev kol odev:

ueoog, 1, ov middle; év ., eig w. inthe
middle, among

Here meaning 'in the immediate vicinity'.

Bpovog, ov m throne

Kvkhw prep with gen round, around

TECOQPES neut TECO0O gen TEGOUPWV
four

Cwov, ov n living creature; animal

|CF. Ezekiel 1.

veuw be full, be covered with
gumpoobev adv in front
omioBev  adv. behind, on the back

"A consistent interpretation of the entire
throne-room vision requires us to understand
the living creatures as an exalted order of
angelic beings who as the immediate guardians
of the throne lead the heavenly hosts in
worship and adoration of God. It is possible
that they also represent the entire animate
creation. That they are full of eyes before and
behind (cf. vs. 8: 'round about and within')
speaks of alertness and knowledge. Nothing
escapes their notice." Mounce.
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Verse 7

Kol 1O TOOoV 10 TEdTOV Ouotov AovTt, Kol
10 deVTEPOV LHOV SUOLOV WOOYW, KAl TO
TpiTOV THOV EYV TO TPOCWITOV MG
avBpwmov, kai 10 Tétaptov LHov duolov
AETH TETOUEV®.

mpwtov adv. first

ouotog, a, ov like

Aewv, ovtog m lion

devtepog, a, ov  second

uooyog, ov m calf, young bull
TOLTOC, M, ov third

mpoowmov, ov n face, appearance
TeETAPTOC, N, ov fourth

detog, ov m eagle, vulture
metonar  fly

"Beyond this, his holiness and omnipotence
stretch from eternity to eternity: he is the One
'who was and who is and who is to come' (cf...
1:4). The truth which finds expression in this
phrase — an expression of God's 'T AM WHO I
AM' in Exodus 3:14 — is repeated in the
following verses where God is twice
designated the one 'that liveth for ever and
ever' (vss. 9-10)." Mounce.

Verse 9

kai dtav dwoovory Td TMa dOEav kol
TLUNV KoL EVYX0OL0TIOV T® Kabnuévy &l
@ BpdvVW, T TAOVTL £lg TOVg aidvag TOV
oLWVQV,

Hendriksen thinks this a fourfold picture of the
qualities of these angelic beings: they have the
strength of a lion, the ability to serve of an ox,

the intelligence of a man, and the swiftness (to
serve) of an eagle.

Verse 8

kol T Téooapa LD, v kabs Ev adtdv
Exwv avo trépuyag €€, kukhdOev kol
gowBev yéuovoLv dgloludV: Kol
AVATTOVOLY OVK EX0VoLy fUéeas Kol vuktog
Myovteg, Ayrog dyrog dyrog kiplog 6 Bedg
6 movtokpdTwpE, O [V kal O AV kal &
£0(OUEVOC.

otov when, whenever

dwoovolv  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl dudwut

00&a, ng f glory; praise

Twun, ng f honour

gvyapLotia, og f thanksgiving

kaBnuot  sit, sit down, live

Caw live, be alive

aidvag  Noun, acc pl aiwv, aiwvog m
age, eternity

Verse 10

glg, uo, €v gen €vog, ULog, £vog one

[&v kaO- &v each.

mtecoDvToL ol elkool Téoo0peg TPEoRVTEPOL
évomov 109 kadnuévov émi tod Bpdvou
Kal Tpookuvioovoy T TOVTL eig Tovg
aldvag TOV alwvov, kol falololy Tovg
0TeE@AvVoVg aDTOV Evwitov 1o Bpdvov
Aéyovieg,

dva prep used distributively with acc. each,
each one

nTePvg, vyog f wing

€€ six

|Cf. the seraphim of Is 6:2.

kvkhoOev adv all around, all about
gowdev adv. within, inside

Maybe, since they encircle the throne, the
picture is of eyes both looking out, away from
the throne, and in, towards the throne.

mecobvtolr  Verb, fut midd/pass dep indic, 3
pl muttow  fall, fall down

gikoolr twenty

TEOOOPES see V.6

TPEOPLUTEPOS, O, ov elder

gévomiov prep with gen before

TPookvvew  worship

paiobowy  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl faAilw
throw, throw down

oTeQovog, ov m wreath, crown

YEUW see v.6

avorovolg, ewg f rest, resting-place,
stopping

vuE, vuktog f night

ayog, a, ov holy

TOVTOKPOTWP, 0pog m  Almighty

Acknowledging that their authority is a
delegated authority. "The honour given them
is freely returned to the One who alone is
worthy of universal honour." Mounce.

Verse 11

"To churches about to enter a period of severe
testing and persecution a declaration of God's
unlimited might would bring strength and
encouragement. ..

AEwoc €1, 6 kVpLog kal & Bedc Hudv,
AaBety v OOEaV Kal TNV TLUNV Kol TV
dUvauly, OtL ov Ektioag T TAVTA, Kol dud
10 0éAnud cov foav kal éktiodnoav.

dElog, o, ov worthy, deserving
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"Lilje notes that the first words of the hymn
are taken from the political language of the
day: 'Worthy art thou' greeted the entrance of
the emperor in triumphal procession, and 'our
Lord and God' was introduced into the cult of
emperor worship by Domitian... For the
Christian only the One upon the heavenly
throne is worthy: the claims of all others are
blasphemous." Mounce.

MBelv - Verb, aor act infin Aappove
ovvaulg, ewg f power, strength, might
kTllw create, make

Belnua, atog n will, wish

éxtioOnoov  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl KTLLw

"This unusual phrase suggests that all things
which are, existed first in the eternal will of
God and through his will came into actual
being at his appointed time." Mounce.

Witherington concludes concerning chapter 4,
"This chapter is a vision in praise of the
Creator God. The next is a vision in praise of
the Redeemer God."

Day 1190: Revelation 5:1-5

Verse 1

Kol €idov éml v deELdv Tod kadnuévov
i ol Opdvou BLiiov yeypouuévov
gowbev kol Bmobev, KOTECPEAYLOUEVOV
opEAYIoLY £TTA.

€ldov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl 6paw
see

oeELog, a, ov right, deEla right hand

koOnuor see 4:9

BLpAtov, ov n book, scroll

veypouuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc & n
nom/acc s ypagw write

g¢owbev adv. within, inside

omoBev  adv. behind, on the back

The reading é0w0ev koL ¢EwBev is strongly
supported, but the reading given above best
explains the several variants.

kotaoppaylllw seal
oppaylg, og f seal, mark
ETOL  seven

"Filled to overflowing and sealed with seven
seals to insure [sic] the secrecy of its decrees,
it contains the full account of what God in his
sovereign will has determined as the destiny of
the world." Mounce. Cf. Ps 139:16. In
particular, it contains God's plan for the
establishment of his kingdom — the purpose of
history.

Witherington thinks that there is an allusion to
Ezek 2:9,10 and that the scroll is a scoll of
judgments.

Verse 2

Kol €600V dyyerov Loyvpdv knpovocovto év
@wvii ueydin, Tic GElog dvolEal 10
BpAiov kol Adoal Tag ogppaytdag avtod;
loyvpog, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful
Kknovoow preach, proclaim

ueyog, ueyoAn, ueyo large, great

dElog, o, ov worthy, deserving, fitting
dvolyw open

Mw loose, release

Who is capable of effecting the purposes of
God — able to establish his kingdom?

Verse 3

Kai ovdelg £d0vaTto v T@ ovpavd ovdE
£l Thig yfig 08¢ Vrtokdtw Thg Yfig dvolEal
10 BLBALOV olite BAérteLy avTo.

oVoELS, oVdeULa, 0VdEV  No one, nothing
dvvouot can, be able to, be capable of
ovpavog, ov m heaven

yn, yng f earth, land

Vwokatw prep with gen under, beneath

"The tripartite division of the universe
(heaven, earth, under the earth) is also found in
Philippians 2:10 — incidentally in a scene of
universal adoration of Christ — and probably
stems from the second commandment which
forbids making any likeness of that which is in
'heaven above, or ... in the earth beneath, or
... in the waters under the earth' (Ex 20:4). As
used here it stresses the universality of the
proclamation rather than some particular
cosmology." Mounce.

ovte not, nor, neither
fremw see, look, be able to see

| I.e. look into it, read its contents.

Verse 4
kol £khatov ol &1L ovdeig GELog evPEOn
AvotEat T Bpriov otite PAémery avTd.

Many MSS read kai éyw. A majority of the
UBS committee considered that £yw was
added by copyists to identify the subject of the
otherwise ambiguous £khoLov.

KAOLW weep, cry

moAv much, greatly

gVPEON  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s £UpLOK®
find

It would mean that the promise of 4:1 will
remain unfulfilled.

http://www.misselbrook.org.uk/

Week 238: Page 8



Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 238: Revelation 3:7-5:5

Verse 5

kol €lg &k TV TPEoPUTEPMV AéyeL Lot, M)
khale: idov éviknoev 6 Mwv O £k Tfig
@uAic "Tovda, 1 OiCo Aowid, dvolEal To
BuBriov kot Tag £t oppayidag avtod.

Preston and Hanson consider this, together
with the next verse, among the most profound
in the entire book in that "they relate Jewish
Messianic hopes to the distinctively Christian
good news of the advent of the Messiah in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth."

elg, wwa, €v gen €vog, Wag, EVOg one

TPEOPVTEPOS, O, OV  see 4:10

VIKOW conquer, overcome, win the
verdict

Aewv, ovtog m lion

@UAN, ng f tribe

| Cf. Gen 49:9-10.

owa, ng f root, source

[Cf Is 11:1.

"John is to cease weeping, for Christ has

decisive victory over Satan and death was
accomplished on the cross. He conquered by
an act of total self-sacrifice. The result is that
he alone is worthy to open the scroll of destiny
both to reveal and to carry out the final
dissolution of all forces set in opposition to the
eternal kingdom of God." Mounce.

conquered once and for all. Paradoxically, this
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