Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 240: Revelation 7:1-8:9

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 240 — Revelation 7:1-8:9

Day 1196: Revelation 7:1-8

Chapter 7

Verse 2

Chapter 7 comes as a parenthesis between the
sixth and seventh seals. Mounce writes,
"Chapter 7 ... serves as a dramatic interlude.
It delays for a brief moment the disclosure of
that which is to take place when the seventh
and final seal is removed from the scroll of
destiny. The chapter consists of two visions —
one, the sealing of the 144,000, and the other,
the blessedness of the great multitude before
the heavenly throne. A great deal has been
written about the identity of the 144,000 as
well as the relationship between the two
visions..." The view taken by Mounce is that
"in both visions it is the church which is in
view, but from two vantage points. Prior to
the trumpet judgements the last generation of
believers is sealed so as to be saved from the
destruction coming on the earth and to be
brought safely into the heavenly kingdom.
The second vision is anticipatory of the eternal
blessedness of all believers when in the
presence of God they realize the rewards of
faithful endurance."

Kol €100V dAhov dyyehov dvafaivovta
Ao avatoific Hhtov, Exovta oppaylda
0eoD LAVTOG, Kol Ekpatev @V} ueydin
T0lg T€000p0LV dyYéLoLg olg £060m ovTotg
adukfioat v yfiv kai v 6dhaocoav,

dlhog, 1, o another, other

dvafoirve go up, come up, ascend
avatohn, ng f rising sun, dawn, east
Nhog, ov m the sun

opPayLls, wog f  seal

Caw live, be alive

kpalw cry out, call out

€600n  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s dtdwuL
adikew harm

Verse 3

Mywv, M1 ddikrionte v yiiv wijte v
0dhaocooav uite T dévdpa Ayt
oppayionuev Tovg dovhovg tod Beod
NUOV £TL TOV UETWTWV OVTDOV.

&L prep with gen/conj until
ogpoylllw seal, secure/mark with a seal
uetwmov, ov n forehead

Verse 1

Metd 10010 €100V TéooaP0g Ay YEAOVS
£0TOTOG £l 10 Téoo0pag yoviag Thg viig,
KkootoUvTag Tovg T€000p0g AVEUOVS Thg
vfig, Tva un mvén dvepog €l thg yiig uite
i thig Oahdoong unte £l v dEvdpov.

£0TMTOG  Verb, perf act ptc, m acc pl LoTnut
stand

yoviwo, og f corner

kpotew hold, hold back

dvepog, ov m wind

Cf. 9:4; 14:1; 22:4; Ezek 9:4; Isa 44:5; 2 Cor
1:22;2 Tim 2:19. Signifies ownership and
protection. Witherington writes, "What sort of
sealing is in mind? Possibly it is the sort
mentioned in Ezek 9:4, or possibly the Exodus
painting of blood on the doorpost is being
echoed. If the former, the symbol painted was
the Hebrew letter tau, sometimes written in the
form of a cross or X. This would indeed be
appropriate as a symbol for the people of the
cross."

Verse 4

Cf. Zech 6:1-8 which associates horsemen and
winds.

mvew  blow (of wind)

unte and not; unte ... unte neither ...
nor

Balaooa, ng f sea

0evdpov, ov n tree

kal fikovoo TOv Apduov TV
£0QPAYLOUEVOV, £KATOV TEOOEPAKOVTA.
TE000PES YIALADES, E0@PAYLOUEVOL K
tdong @uAfic vidv Topanh:

A picture of destruction kept back or delayed.

dpbuog, ov m number, total

g¢ogppaylouévawv  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
opPayLLw

¢cotov  one hundred

tecoepakovta  forty

xihag, adog f (group of) a thousand;
¥Lhtot, at, o thousand
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12 x 12 x 1,000 — a number signifying
completeness. Witherington comments, "A
clue about who these servants are is found in
Rev 9:4, where everyone but believers is
called upon to repent, and they are said to be
the ones without the sealing. This suggests
that the 144,000 are coterminous with the total
number of believers. Here as elsewhere the
language about Israel is applied to Jew and
Gentile united in Christ... [144,000] here is a
symbolic number for the whole people of
God."

@UAN, ng f tribe

Verse 5

gk @UAfig "Tovda dwdeka yLALddeg
gogpayLouévot, ek uAfic Poupnv dwdeka
wLAdadeg, k @uAfic Tad dwdeka YIALAdES,

"Toudo. Noun, gen s Tovdog

Priority is given to Judah because Christ was
from Judah.

owdeko twelve

Verse 6

£k QUATig Aonp dwdeka YIALAdES, £k PUATC
NegOahip dwdeka LALadee, £k puAiig
Mavaootf] dwdeka yLALddES,

One peculiarity is that Manassah, one of
Joseph's sons, is included in place of Dan.
Dan may have been omitted because of early
associations with idolatry (cf. Judg 18:1; 1
Kings 12:25-33).

Verse 7

gk UAfig Svuewv dwdeka YLALAdES, £k
@UAic Agui dwdeko yLhddeg, ek QUAfg
"Tooay o dmwdeka yLhddee,

Verse 8

gk QUAfig ZaBovlwv dwdeka yihddeg, ék
@UMic Twongp dwdeka xLhddes, ek QUARg
Bevioutv dwdeka yihddeg £ogpayLouévor.

Day 1197: Revelation 7:9-12

Verse 9

Metd Tadto €1dov, kal idov dyhog mohie,
Ov dpbufioal adtov ovdeic EdUvarto, £k
TovtOg £0voug Kal UADY Kal MadV Ko
YAWOoodV, £0TOTES Evmiov tod Bpdvou
Kal évwrov 100 dpviov, epBefAnuévoug
OTOMIS AeVKAC, Kal @oivikes &v Talg
YEOOLV aAVTOV"

oyhog, ov m crowd, multitude

TOAVG, TTOAAM, TTOAV gen TTOAAOV, NG, OV 1)
much, great, many

This is no longer a number on earth but a
multitude in heaven who have come out of
trial (v.14.) and have entered glory .

dplbuew count, number
ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing
dvvoual can, be able to, be capable of

They are a vast multitude that no one can
number. "As God promised Abraham, they
are in number as the stars of heaven (Gen
15:5) and the sand of the sea (Gen 32:12)."
Mounce.

Witherington comments, "Although at the end
of the first century the total number of
Christians cannot have been huge, the point
would be that this vision encourages John
about the eventual success of the Christian
mission."

¢0vog, ovg n nation

For this phrase see 5:9.

£€0TTES  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl
LoTnuL

évwrmov prep with gen before

dpVLov, oV n see 6:16

mepLfefAnuévovsg  Verb, perf pass pte, m ace
pl mepBoriw puton, clothe, dress

oToAM, ng f robe, long robe

Aevkog, M, ov  white, shining

[Cf.v.14.

otvikeg Noun, nom pl @OLVIE or (POLVLE,
tkog m palm branch
xeLp, xewpog f hand

A picture of festal joy as on the day when
Jesus entered Jerusalem (Jn 12:13).

Verse 10

kal kpdCovowy @wvii ueydhn Aéyovteg, ‘H
owtnEta T@ Be®d MUV T@® Kabnuéve i
™® 0pOVe Kal T dpviw.

kpalw cry out, call out

owtnowa, ag f salvation

"The great multitude joyfully acknowledges
that their deliverance rests on the sovereign
will of God and the redemptive activity of the
Lamb." Mounce.

Verse 11

Kol 7TavTteg ol dyyehol eLOTHKELOOV KUKAW
0D Bpdvou kal TOV TEEGRVTEPWV KOl TOV
Te00GpWY TOWV, Kal Emeoav évmmov 100
Bpdvou £l T TPEAoWITO AVTOV Kal
pooekvNooy T Bed,
mavteg  Adjective, m nom pl oG
gloTrikeloav  Verb, pluperfect act indic, 3 pl
LoTnuL
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KVkAw prep with gen round

gmeoov  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl muttw
mpoowmov, ov n face

TTPOOKVVEW  worship

Verse 12

Myovteg, Aufv: 1 edhoyia kal 1 86Ea kal
N cogta kol 1) e0yoELoTia Ko 1) Tuun Kal 1
dtvapug kal 1) Loyvg T Bed MUdV elg Tovg
aldvag TV atwvov: duiv.

A sevenfold doxology of praise. "How
unbelievably great will be the joyful adoration
of the heavenly host when all the redeemed
stand before their God!" Mounce.

gvhoyla, ag f blessing, praise

00ta, ng f glory

cogLa, ag f wisdom

gvyapLota, ag f thanksgiving

Twun, ng f honour, respect

loyvg, vog f strength

aldvag  Noun, acc pl aiwv, alwvog m
age, eternity

Day 1198: Revelation 7:13-17

Verse 13

Kol dmekplOn glc ék 1@V Tpeoputépwv
Myov not, OOtol ol TepLBefAnuévol Tog
O0TOMIG TS AEVKAC Tiveg elolv Kal tdOev
nABoV;

dmekpiOn  Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
dmokpitvoual  answer, reply

elg, uo, €v gen €vog, wLog, £vog one

mepufefinuévor  see v.9

otoAn, ng f seev.9

mobev interrog adv. from where, how

nABov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3 pl épyouat

Verse 14

kal elpnka ovT@®, Kvpié pov, ob oidag.
Kol ettév pot, Obtol elowy ol épyduevol €k
thg OMYewg Thig ueyding, kol Emhuvoy Tig
OTOAIG OVTAV Kal Ehevkavay adTdg v T
otuatt Tod dpviov.

glpnko.  Verb, perf act indic, 1 s Aeyw

Charles interprets the present participle to
mean 'these are such as come from..." implying
they still continue to come. Mounce thinks the
context "favours a point in time when the
complete number of the redeemed stand before
God and the blessings of the eternal state are
about to be realized."

Oag, ewg f trouble, suffering

The definite article points to a particular 'Great
Tribulation' (cf. Dan 12:1).

g¢mhuvay  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl mAvvw
wash

éhevkavay  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
Aevkalve  make white

For white or splendid robes as a picture of
righteousness see Is 61:10; Rev 3:4,5,18; 19:8.

aipo, atoc f blood

"The idea of making robes white by washing
them in blood is a striking paradox. It is the
sacrifice of the Lamb upon the cross which
supplies white garments for the saints."
Mounce.

The picture of robes washed in blood is a
complex one. It may owe something to the
ceremony by which the old covenant was
ratified and the blood of the covenant
sprinkled on the people, signifying their part in
the covenant and its benefits (Ex 24:8 —
perhaps combined with Ex 19 where the
children of Israel wash their garments in
readiness for the descent of the Lord on Sinai).

Verse 15

1 toltd elowv évwmov tod Opdvou tol
00D, kal hatpevovoly avTd NUEPAS Kol
VUKTOG €V T@ vo® avtol, kai 6 kabquevog
i ol B0pdvou oknvmwoeL £1e adTovg.
Matpgvw  serve, worship

vUg, vuktog f night

vaog, ov m temple, sanctuary

"In John's vision heaven itself is the sanctuary:
within, all God's children are worshipping
priests (1:6; 5:10)." Mounce.

oknvow live, dwell

"For the tabernacle to be over his people is a
way of saying that the immediate presence of
God will shelter and protect them from all
harm (Isa 4:5-6). It is the fulfilment of the OT
promise that God will dwell in the midst of his
people (Ezek 37:27; Zech 2:10)." Mounce.

Verse 16

oV mewvdoovoly 1L ovde duprjcovoy £Tt,
o0d¢ un mwéon €me avTovg O TiAlog 0vdE TdvV
kodua,

"The eternal blessedness of the redeemed is
pictured in phrases drawn for the most part
from Isaiah's description of the exiles returning
from Babylon (Isa 49:10)." Mounce.

mewvaw be hungry

¢ty still, any more

duproovowy  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl dupow
be thirsty

|CE. Mt 5:6.

méon Verb, aor act subj, 3 s murtew  fall
Nhtog, ov m the sun
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kovua, Tog n heat

Verse 17

A dramatic pause. Cf. Hab 2:20; Zeph 1:7-8;
Zech 2:13.

611 O dpviov 16 dva péoov tod Bpdvou
TOLUOVEL 0vTOVg, Koi 68NyoeL avtovg £l
Cwfic Iyl VGtV kai EEakeiper O OeOC
70V ddkpvov £k TOV OPOAAUDY aDTOV.

The seven trumpets and seven bowls in part
recapitulate the themes of the seven seals. But
it is not wise to seek to impose too rigid a
structure upon the book.

dva ugoov among, between
moluavel  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s sTOLUALY®
keep sheep, tend as a shepherd

Verse 2

"The idea of the Lamb as the shepherd of
God's flock is an intriguing exchange of roles.
Elsewhere in the writings of John, Christ is
pictured as the good shepherd (Jn 10:1-30;
21:15-17; cf. 1 Jn 3:16 with Jn 10:11). The
metaphor builds on the OT picture of God as
the shepherd of Israecl. Such passages as
Psalm 23:1 ("The Lord is my shepherd') speak
of the gentle care and daily provision of the
ancient shepherd. God through Ezekiel tells of
a coming shepherd — 'my servant David' — who
is to tend his flock (Ezek 34:23). Christ is this
promised good shepherd." Mounce.

Kol €100V Tovg £mtd dyyéhoug ot évamiov
tol 0gol £oTrikaoLy, kol £660noov adToltg
ETTTOL OGATILYVES.

énta. seven

The use of the definite article indicates
particular angels. Jewish tradition and
apocalyptic seems to have considered that
there were seven angels who stood in the very
presence of God and presented to him the
prayers of the saints (Tobit 12:15). These
seven angels are named in the book of Enoch.
Cf. Isa 63:9; Lk 1:19.

odnyew lead, guide

Com, ng f life

myn, g f spring, fountain
VOwpP, VdaTOC n water

évomov see 7:9

¢otfkooly  Verb, perf act indic, 3 pl lotnut
stand

£600noav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl dtdwut

OOATILE, Lyyog f trumpet

Cf. Ps 36:8-9; Jn 4:14; 7:38. "As a fresh-water
spring in a semi-arid land would be to a
shepherd and his thirsty flock, so will be the
eternal presence of God to redeemed man in
his longing for spiritual wholeness." Mounce.

These are trumpets which will herald the day
of God's wrath, Zeph 1:14-16 — like the
trumpets blown before the fall of Jericho.

Verse 3

gEakelpw  wipe away, remove
dakpvov, ov n tear (asin weeping)

Day 1199: Revelation 8:1-5

Chapter 8

Kal Mog dyyehog Mh0ev kol £0tdOn émi
ol BvoLootnpiov Exwv Apavwtov
yovoodv, kai £660n avtd Buuwduato
oM Tva dwoeL TOlS TPOTEVY LS TAV
aytov mdvtov £ml 0 BuolaoTripLov TO
xovoodv 10 évwmiov 100 Bpdvov.

Following the parenthesis of Ch 7 the drama
returns to the opening of the seventh and final
seal.

Verse 1

Kai 6tav fjvolEev v ogppaylda tv
ELOOUNY, EYEVETO OLYN £V T® oVPUVD 1
NULWOELOV.

alhog, 1, o another, other

£€01G0n  Verb, 2 aor act indic, 3 s loTnuL

Bvolaotnplov, ov n altar

MfPavwtog, ov m censer, incense
container

xpovoovg, 1, ovv made of gold, golden

Ouuoua, 0tTog n incense

wpooevyn, ng f prayer

aywog, a, ov holy; ot dytor God's people

otav when

avolryw see 5:2

oppaylg, og f see 5:1

¢fdouoc, 1, ov seventh

gyéveto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOUOLL

owyn, ng f silence

ovpavog, ov m heaven

Nnuiwplov, ov n half an hour

Similar to the scene in 5:8 which preceded the
opening of the seven seals.
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{va dwoel Talg TPOoEVXAlS TOV Gylwv
TAvTwV 'that he might add it to the prayers...'
Some suggest that the reference is to Christ
and his intercession. Mounce thinks it
unlikely that Christ would be referred to in
such an indefinite fashion. Witherington
writes, "Does the adding of incense by the
angel mean that the angel's prayers are being
added to those of the saints, or does the
incense simply facilitate the prayers of the
saints reaching and being acceptable to God?
... It seems likely that the angel is seen as the
saints presenting their prayers to God. Once
the prayers are offered, they are just as quickly
answered as the angel becomes an avenging
angel, casting coals from the altar upon the
earth."

Day 1200: Revelation 8:6-9

Revelation 8:6-11:19 — 7 Trumpets

Verse 4

Kol AVERN O kamrvog TV BupoudToy Talg
TPOOEVYOTS TOV Gylwv €k xeLpOg ToD
ayyéhov évoriov tod Oeod.

avépn  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dvafarvem
go up, ascend

kotvog, ov m smoke

xewp, xewpog f hand

Verse 5

"The second series of sevens centres around
the blowing of trumpets... The first four
[judgments announced by these trumpets] are
attacks on nature and the cosmos, the last three
are directed against wicked humanity — the
destroyers of the earth (11:18).

"Though these judgments are much more
fearsome than the seven seals, they are
balanced in a way the seals are not; namely,
there is an announcement of the coming
salvation as well. The trumpet scenes end in
joy with a virtual coronation scene, like in Rev
5. These judgments, however gruesome, are
not (at least in the case of the preliminary
ones) punitive or final but rather are
chastisments meant to lead humans to
repentance. John's ultimate aim is to proclaim
the calm and victory after the storm, though he
gives us the storm in graphic detail as well...
"Notice that while the first four judgments
affect the church [though are not directed
against it], the last three do not. The last three
are demonic attacks from which the church is
protected." Witherington.

Kal eingev O dyyehog Tov ABavwtdy, Kai
gyéuroev antov £k 100 mupog 1o
Bvolaotnpiov kai EBakev eig TV yiiv: kal

£y£vovTto Bpovtai kai pwval Kol dotpastal

Kol OELoUOC.

Verse 6

Kal ot émtd dyyehot ol Exovteg g EmTdl
odAmyyog Nroipooay avtovg iva
OoATioWOoLV.

glAngpev  Verb, perf act indic, 3 s Aappavw

APovmTog, oV m see v.3

veulCw il

mvp, og n fire

Baiiw throw, pour

¢yévovio Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 pl
YLVOUOLL

Boovtn, ng f thunder

dotpomn, ng £ lightning

oeLlonog, ov m earthquake

E7TA see v.2
¢tolwolw prepare, make ready
coAmlCow sound a trumpet

Verse 7

Kai 6 mpdtog éodhmioev: kol £yéveto
yahalo kai o ueurypévo év ofpatt, Ko
EBAON eic TV yiiv: kai T TpiToVv Tiig Vg
KOTEKAN, KAl TO Tplitov TV dévOpwV
KOTeKAN, kol hg xOpTog YAwPEOS KaTekd.

Cf. Ex 19:16ff. "The action is somewhat
parallel to that of Ezekiel's vision in which a
man clothed in linen fills his hands with coals
of fire from between the cherubim and scatters
them over the city (Ezek 10:2-7). The prayers
of the saints play an essential part in bringing
the judgement of God upon the earth and its
inhabitants. The martyrs' plea in 6:10 (‘'How
long, O Master, the holy and true, dost thou
not judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the earth?") is here answered in part."
Mounce.

TOWTOG, M, ov first
yohala, ng f hail

"The first trumpet corresponds to some degree
with the seventh plague in Exod 9:23ff. except
that this hail is mixed with blood — a gruesome
rain indeed." Witherington.

mvp, o¢ n fire

ueuyuéva  Verb, perf pass ptc, fnom s & n
nom/acc pl utyvoulr mix, mingle

aipo, atoc f blood

ToLToC, N, ov third; to 1. one third

A larger fraction than the effect of the seven
seals.

kotekdn Verb, 2nd aor pass indic, 3 s
kotokolw burn, burn up, consume
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devdpov, ov n tree
¥0PTOS, OV m grass, vegetation, shoot
¥AwPog, o, ov green (pale)

"The trumpet-plagues are directed against a
world adamant in its hostility toward God. As
the intensity of the judgments increases, so
also does the vehemence with which man
refuses to repent (9:20-21; 16:9, 11, 21). But
the trumpet judgements are not final. They
affect a significant proportion but not all of the
earth (one-third occurs twelve times in vss. 7-
12). Their purpose is not so much retribution
as to lead men to repentance. Like the
watchman and his trumpet in Ezekiel 33, they
warn the people of impending danger...

"As plagues preceded the release of the
children of Israel from their Egyptian masters,
so also will plagues precede the Exodus of the
church from hostile political powers. We are
dealing here with that montage of divine
judgments upon a recalcitrant world which
leads to the return of Jesus Christ as sovereign
Lord." Mounce.

Verse 8

Kai 6 devtepog dyyehog £0GMTLOEV" KOl
Mg Gpog uéya mupl kaduevov EEATON eig
v 0dhacoav: kal ¢yéveto 1O tpiToV Tiig
Oardoong aiua,

0pog, ovg n  mountain, hill
koww light, keep burning, burn

The picture may have come from the eruption
of Vesuvius that destroyed Pompeii and which
had ocurred less than 20 years before John
wrote the Apocalypse. But it clearly
"represents an eschatalogical judgement which
goes beyond any explanation in terms of
natural phenomena." Mounce.

Balaooa, ng f sea

Witherington writes, "It is not clear whether
John envisions a sea full of blood, or just a
boiling blood-red sea."

Verse 9

Kal amebavev 10 TplTov TV KTIoUdTWwV
TV év Tf) Bahdoon, td Exovra Puxds, Kol
10 TPLTOV TOV AotV dLepddpnoav.

Aarédovev  Verb, aor act indic, 3s
dmobvnokw die

kTLouo, Tog n what is created, creature

Yuym, ng f life, 'soul’

mAowov, ov n boat, ship

dtedbdpnoav  Verb, 2nd aor pass indic, 3 pl
otapBerpw  destroy, ruin
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