Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 241: Revelation 8:10-9:19

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 241 — Revelation 8:10-9:19

Day 1201: Revelation 8:10-13

Verse 10

Kal 0 tpitog Gyyehog €0dAmLoev: Kal
Emeoev €k 10D oVpavod dotnp uéyog
KOLOUEVOS WS AoUTTAS, Kal £meoev €l 10
TPLTOV TOV TOTOUDV Kol £7TL TAG TTNyag
TOV VOGTWV.

gmeoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s muttw  fall
4o, €pog m star

Kalw see v.8

Aourog, adog f lamp, lantern

éthiyn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s TAnoow
strike, smite

Nilog, ov m the sun

oeAnvn, ng £ moon

okoTLo0f] Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s
okotConal be or become darkened

@dvn  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s QaLvw
shine, give light

vUE, vuktog f night

ouolwg likewise, in the same way

"The figure is that of a great meteorite set afire
as it plunges through the earth's atmosphere.
Like the blood-red storm and the burning
mountain, it is a symbol of divine visitation."
Mounce.

TOTOUOG, OV m river, stream
mnyn, ng f spring, fountain; well
VOWP, VéaTog n water

Verse 11

"The scene recalls the ninth Egyptian plague
with its thick darkness which spread over the
land for a period of three days (Ex 10:21-23).
Constant allusion to the Egyptian plagues is a
way of saying that in the last days God will
again bring punishment upon those hostile
powers which oppress his people. They are
the prelude to the great and final Exodus in
which the church is taken out of the world and
enters into the eternal presence of God."
Mounce.

kal TO dvoua tod dotépog Aéyetal O
APvOog. kai EyEveTo TO TPiTOV TAV
VOGTWV gig GyLvOov, kal Tolhol TV
avOpwmtwv dmédovov £k TOV VATV, OTL
gmukpdvonoay.

Verse 13

Ovoud, T0g n name
apvbog, ov m & f wormwood

Kal €idov, kal fikovoa évog detod
TETOUEVOD €V UETOVPAVIUATL AEYOVTOG
@wvi] ueydin, Ovai oval oval Tovg
katolkoDvrag €mi tfig yiig ék TdV Aolmdv
PovOV Tfig 0GATLYYOS TOV TOLOV dyYEAmY
TOV UEANOVTWV COATTICELY.

A plant with a strong and bitter taste. For the
metaphorical use of this name cf. Prov 5:3-4;
Lam 3:19; Jer 9:15; 23:15 — the latter two
passages speak of drinking wormwood as
God's punishment on his people.

"Verse 13 serves as a transition between the
four plagues brought by God upon nature to
lead man to repentance and the subsequent

demonic woes in which man will be directly
subject to the forces of the abyss." Mounce.

amébavov  Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3pl
dmobvnokw die

gmkpdvOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
mikpolvew  make bitter; pass. become
bitter

€ldov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl dpaw
see

glg, ua, €v gen £vog, ULog, £vog one, a

detog, ov m eagle, vulture

"This contamination of the fresh water supply
recalls the first Egyptian plague in which the
water was turned to blood (Ex 7:20)."
Mounce.

The message of doom is announced by a bird
of prey, cf. 19:17-18. Witherington suggests
that the bird spoken of here may be a vulture,
as in Luke 17:37; cf. also Hosea 8:1.

Verse 12

Kai 6 tétaptog dyyehog £¢0GATLOEV" KOl
gmhiyn tO Tpitov Tod NAiov kal TO TpiTOV
thg oeMvng kol 10 TpiToV TV doTépwV,
Tva okoTLo0f} 10 TpiToV AVTOV KOl 1| HUéP
w1 @dvn TO TPiToV 0vThg, Kal 1) VUE
ouoime.

metouon  fly

uecovpavnua, tTog n mid-heaven, high in
the sky

ovot interj. woe! how horrible it will be!

The threefold 'woe' corresponds with the three
last trumpets.

TeTapTog, M, ov fourth

katolkew live, settle, inhabit

Aouog, M, ov rest, remaining, other
TEELS, TOLA gen TOLwV dat TpLowv three
uehlw (before an infin) be going, be about
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Witherington comments, "Here and in the rest
of these plagues John has taken some of his
audience's worst fears and experiences of wars
and natural disasters and 'blown them into
apocalyptic proportions, and cast them in
biblically allusive terms. The point is not to
predict a series of events. The point is to
evoke the meaning of divine judgment which
is impending on the sinful world.'
[Bauckham]"

Verse 4

kol €0pé0n avtolc Tvo un ddkijoovoLy Tov
x6p1oV Thg Yfig 008¢ TV YhWEOV 0VSE
7oy d¢vdpov, el Ut Tovg AvOPmITOUG
oltiveg ovk £xoval TV oppaytda ToD 0eoDd
£7TL TOV UETOTTWV.

£0p€0n  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s Aeyw

Day 1202: Revelation 9:1-6

Verse 1

This and £806M in the previous and following
verse "suggests that this plague, even though
demonic, is under the sovereign control of
God." Mounce.

Kal 6 méumtog dyyehog £odAmioev: Kal
eldov dotépa £k Tod oVpavod memTwkdTo
el TV yfiv, kol £€800m avtd 1 kheig ToD
ppéatog thg afvooov.

JTEWTTTOG, 1, ov fifth
memTwkOTo.  Verb, perfact ptc, m acc s & n
nom/acc pl muttw fall

adikew harm

¥0PpTOG, OV m grass, vegetation, shoot

¥AwPOg, o, ov green, green plant

devdpov, ov n tree

ottiveg Pronoun, m nom pl 00TLg, NTLS, O
T who, which

opPayls, wog f  seal, mark

uetwmov, ov n forehead

|Cf. Is 14:12; Lk 10:18.

£6001  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s S1dwuL
khelg, eldog f key

@peap, otog n well, pit

dpfvoocog, ov f abyss, world of dead

"As the children of Israel were protected from
the plagues which fell upon the Egyptians (Ex
8:22;9:4,26; 10:23; 11:7), so also will the new
Israel escape the torments which are to arise
from the abyss." Mounce.

Verse 5

Cf. 20:1. Many see this as a reference to a
fallen angel or Satan, but Mounce argues that
it is more likely to be a divine agent, an angel
sent to open up the abyss.

Verse 2

kal £€800n avtolg Tva un dmoktelvwoy
avtovg, dile Tva facavioboovtal ufjvag
TEVTE® KAl O BACOVIOUOS AVTAV WS
Booavioudg okopmiov, dtav maion
GvOpwiov.

kal ffvolEev 10 @péap thig afvooov, Kai
AvEPM kamrvog gk Tol pEEaTog S KOTVOg
Kaptvov ueyding, kal £¢okotwdn O fillog
kal 6 dnp €k 10D kamvod tod ppéatog.

amoktewvo  Kill, put to death

BoaoavioOioovtal  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
Pfaocavitw torment

unv, unvog m month

mevie (indeclinable) five

dvolryw open

AavéPn  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dvaforvem
go up, ascend

KOTvog, ov m Smoke

kouwvog, ov f furnace

ueyag, ueyoln, ueyo large, great

gokotwln  see 8:12

Nhog, ov m see 8:12

dnp, €p0C m air, space

Verse 3

Perhaps corresponding to the life-cycle of the
locust. The picture is one of limited or
constrained punishment (cf. the use elsewhere
in Revelation of Bacovilw and Baoavionog).

facaviopog, ov m torture, torment
otov when
maww  strike, sting

Verse 6

kal €k 100 komvoDd EERAOoV dkpideg eig
™V Yiiv, kal £€800m avtals éEovoia g
gyovowv €€ovotav ol okopmiot Thg yhg.

kal €v talg Nuépolg ékelvalg tntjoovoly
ol dvBpwiol TOV BdvaTov kal ov umn
gvproovoLy avtdv, Kal mbvuricovoly
Amwobovely kal gevyelr 6 Odvatog de
avTAV.

dkprg, Wog f locust, grasshopper

|CF. Ex. 10:1-20; Joel 1:2-2:11.

¢Eovowa, ag f authority, power
OKOPTLOS, OV m  Scorpion

gKeLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that, those
Cntew seek, look for

Bavatog, ov m death

gvpLokw find

é¢mbvuew long for, desire

amobvnokw die
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pevyw flee

Verse 10

"What a dramatic contrast to Paul's desire "to
depart and be with Christ" (Phil 1:23)! For
one, death leads to eternal blessing; for the
other, it is an 'escape' from torment on earth to
torture in the lake of fire." Mounce.

kal &ovoly ovpig OUolag oKopITioLg Kol
KEVTPQ, Kol &v Tolg oVpals avtdv 1
£Eovota avt®v ddikfioor Tovg dvOpwovg
ufivog mévte.

Day 1203: Revelation 9:7-12

Verse 7

Kal td dpuotwpata tdv dkptdwv dpota
17Ol TOLUOOUEVOLG €1C TTOAEUOV, KOl
€711 TAG KEQPAAAS aVTAV WS OTEQPOVOL
duotol xpvo®, kol T TEOoWITA VTV (MG
TPOoWITA AVOPWITWYV,

ovpa, ag f tail

kevipov, ov n sting, goad
¢Eovola, ag f seev.3
adLkew see v.4

unv, umvog m see v.5

Verse 11

ouolwua, tog n likeness
akpLe, 1og f seev.3
ouotog, a, ov like
tmtmog, ov f horse

gyxovolv £mre VIOV Baocthéa TOV dyyelov
thg dpvooov’ dvopa avtd ‘Efpatoti
ABaddwv kai &v Tf ‘EAMvik] Ovoua Exel
AolMOwV.

Baoctiéo Noun, accs BOCLAEVS, EWG m
king

Cf. Joel 2:4.

Nrowuaouévolg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n
dat pl ¢towwalw prepare, make ready

TTOAEUOG, OV m war, battle

keqpaAn, ng f head

0TEQOVOS, oV m wreath, crown

¥xpvooc, ov m gold

Mounce (unlike Witherington) argues that this
is not the same as the angel that unlocked the
Abyss. This is a demonic leader.

‘EBpaiott in Hebrew or Aramaic

AB0ddwv m Abaddon, Destroyer
(Hebrew name of a demon transliterated
into Greek)

"They possess power to carry through their
mission to a victorious end." Mounce.

Cf. Job 31:12; 28:22; Ps 88:11; Prov 15:11.
Witherington argues that this "is just another
name for Hades, the land of the dead."

mpoowmov, ov n face

Verse 8

‘EMMvikog, m, ov  Greek (¢év 1) ‘E. in
Greek)
Amolvwv, ovog m Destroyer

Kol €00V TPLX0C O TElYAS YUVALKDY, Kol
ol 080VTES OVTOV MG AEGVIWV MoV,

tolxag Noun, acc pl OpLE, Tpoiog f hair
yuvn, atkog f woman

| Maybe a picture of vitality.

0dovg, ddovtog m tooth
Aewv, ovtog m lion

|CF. Joel 1:6.

Verse 9

Kol etxov Bwpakac O Bwpakac odneode,
KOl 1 oV TOV TTEPUYWV ADTOV O PV
apudtwv oy ToADY TeEXOVTWV €lg
TTOAEUOV.

BwpoE, akog m breastplate, chest
owdnpovg, o, ovv made of iron

| They are invulnerable.

nTePVE, vyog f wing
dpua, Tog n chariot
ToEXW run, exert oneself
TTOAEUOS, OV m see v.7

"Many commentators feel that the verse
contains a derogatory reference to the Greek
god Apollo and to those emperors who
claimed a special relationship with him. To
name the king of the underworld Apollyon
would be a cryptic way of saying that an
emperor such as Domitian who liked to be
regarded as Apollo incarnate was in reality a
manifestation of the powers of the
underworld... The allusion is strengthened by
the observation that the locust was one of the
symbols of the god Apollo. Beasley-Murray
says that if John had in mind that both Caligula
and Nero aped the deity of Apollo, and
Domitian claimed to be his incarnation, 'His
last word about the fifth trumpet was a master
stroke of irony: the destructive host of hell had
as its king the emperor of Rome." Mounce.
Witherington adds that the symbol for Apollo
was the locust.

Verse 12

H ovai 1 wio drrfilOsv- 160D Epyetal £TL
0o ovoi uetd Ttadta.

ovol see 8:13
elg, wa, £v gen €vog, ULaG, EVOg one
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¢t still, yet

Day 1204: Revelation 9:13-16

Verse 13

I3

Kai 6 £ktog dyyehog éodhmoev: kai
flkovoo ViV piav ék Tdv [t1e00dpmv]
kepdTwv 100 Buolaotnpiov ToD YpvooD
100 évormtiov 10D 0eoD,

£KTOC, M, OV Sixth
TEOO0PES neut TEOOOPO gen TEOOUPWY
four

The Euphrates was a natural boundary
between Israel and her enemies (cf. Gen 15:18;
Deut 11:24; Josh 1:4; Is 8:5-8) and also later
of the Roman Empire. So Witherington
comments, "The location of these angels is
significant, for not only were the Romans
frightened of the Parthian hordes that might
charge out of the east, but the Jews were as
well, for their captors — both Babylonians and
Assyrians — had come from beyond the
Euphrates."

Verse 15

Textual evidence is evenly divided for the
inclusion and omission of TE0COQPWV.

kepAg, atog n horn
Bvolaotnplov, ov n altar

kal éAOnoav ol téooapeg dyyehol ot
NTOLUOOUEVOL £LC TV DPOV Kol NUEPOV Kol
ufiva koi éviautdv, Tvo dmoktelvwoly 1O
TOLTOV TOV AVOPWITMDV.

Mounce argues that the voice comes not from
the horn(s) but from the altar itself.

xpvoovg, m, ovv made of gold, golden
évwrmov prep with gen before

"The voice could be that of the angel-priest of
8:3-5 who presented the prayers of the saints
to God upon the golden altar. Or it could be
the prayers themselves with their unified
concern for vindication (cf. 6:9). In either case
John is recalling the fundamental truth that the
prayers of God's people play an active role in
the eschatological drama." Mounce.

gMibnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl hw

Nrotuaouévolr  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom pl
gtolualw prepare

wpa, ag £ hour, moment

unv, unvog m month

£VLoVTog, oV m year

The angels have been prepared for this specific
moment. "All the forces of history are under
the sovereign control of God. He is the
Almighty One (1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 19:15; etc.)."
Mounce.

Verse 14

Ayovta @ €kTw dyyélw, O Exwv TV
odAimyya, Adoov Tovg Té00oapag dyyéhovg
TOVC dedeuévovg £l TA TOTAUD TO
ueydiw Edgppdn.

dmoktewvo kill, put to death
TOLTOC, M, ov third

Verse 16

Kal 0 ApOuog TV oTPaTEVUATWY TOD
koD dLouvpLddes uvpLddwv: fkovoo
TOV dELOUOV aVTOV.

£KTOG, M, OV Sixth
ooM\TLE, Lyyog f trumpet
AMw loose, untie, release, set free

There is considerable speculation concerning
the identity of these angels. Mounce is of the
view that they "appear to be in charge of the
limitless horde of demonic horsemen who ride
across the pagan world spreading terror and
death. They correspond to the king of the
locusts in 9:11 and like him seem to disappear
into the demonic forces they release."

dpbuog, ov m number, total
OTPOTEVUO, TOG n troops, soldiers, army
imkov, ov n cavalry, horsemen
dtopvplag, adog f twenty thousand
uvpog, adog f group of ten thousand

200 million! An immense force which no-one
can escape. Witherington comments,
"probably a larger number than the entire
population of those who lived in the
Mediterranean crescent!"

dedeuévovg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc pl
dew bind, tie
TOTAUOG, OV m river, stream
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Day 1205: Revelation 9:17-19

Verse 17

kol oVtwg £ldov Tovg mmovg év T 6pdoel
Kal Tovg kabnuévovg £mre avTdV, Exoviog
Owpakog mTupivovg kal VakvOivovg kal
OeLwdelg” kol al kepohal TOV Trmwv g
KeQOAOL AEOVIWV, Kal £k TOV oToUdTOV
otV gkmopeveTal THP KAl KamTvog Kol
Belov.

tmog, ov f horse

opoolg, emg f vision

koBnuot  sit, sit down, live

Bwpak, akog m breastplate, chest

mvupwvog, m, ov  fiery red, the colour of fire

vokwvOwvog, ov m  jacinth, hyacinth (a
precious stone, perhaps blue in colour)

BeLwong, e sulphur-yellow

Witherington comments, "Again the author is
not describing what will happen but using
images to create a sense of the horrible nature
of undergoing God's wrath. In 12:9 Satan is
called the old serpent, which is probably an
indication of the demonic nature of these
creatures. The point is that God allows evil
but uses it for his own just purposes — he
makes the wrath of even Satan serve Him.
That the horses are harmful before and behind
may also be reminiscent of the Parthians, who
shot both going forward and turning around
facing backward."

The colours match the fire, smoke and
brimstone from the mouths of the horses.

keqpaAn, ng f head

Aewv, ovtog m lion

otoud, Tog n mouth
£KITOPEVOUAL O or come out
mvp, og n fire

kotvog, ov m smoke

Belov, ov n sulphur, brimstone

A picture of demonic forces.

Verse 18

Ao TOV TOLOV TANYDV TOVTWV
dmektdvonoav To Tpltov TOV AvOpwIT®Y,
¢k oD mupdg kai tod komvod kal tod
Beiov Tod Ekopgvoutvou gk TV
OTOUATWV OVTOV.

TEELS, TOLO gen TOLWV dat Tplowy three
minyn, ng f plague

The fire, smoke and brimstone are each
separate plagues.

dmektdvOnoov  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
ATTOKTELV(®)

Verse 19

1N yOp €Eovota TdV (mmwv év T@® otéuatt
ovTdV 0TIy Kal £v Talg ovpals avTdv: al
vy ovpal adTOV duotatl dpeoLy, Exovool
kearde, kol év avtalg adikodouv.

¢Eovola, og f power

ovpa, ag f tail

ouotog, a, ov like, of the same kind as
opLg, ewg m snake, serpent

Perhaps another way of indicating their
demonic nature.

gxovoalr Verb, pres act ptc, fnom pl £xw
kepain, ng f head
ddikew harm
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