Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 242: Revelation 9:20-11:14

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 242 — Revelation 9:20-11:14

Day 1206: Revelation 9:20-21

Verse 20

Kali oi Aouol Tdv dvOpwitwv, ot ovK
dmektavonoay év tolg mAnyots TavTog,
0Vdt UeTEVONoaV £k TV £pywy TV
YELODV VTV, Tva W) TEOOKVVHOOVOLY T
daudvia kol T eldwlo Td ¥PVod Koi Th
apyvpd kol TO xohkd kol T ABLve Kol T
gOhva, 6 olite PAmely dvvavtal olite
dkoVeELY OVTE TEPLITATETY,

Day 1207: Revelation 10:1-7

Chapters 10 & 11

Aoumog, m, ov rest, remaining, other

ArektdvOnoay see v.18

ueTavoew repent

xevp, xewpog f hand

TPOOKVVEW  worship

daipoviov, ov n demon

edwlov, ov n idol

xpvoovg, 1, ovv made of gold, golden

dpyvpovg, a, ovv made of silver

¥XOAKOG, OV m copper, brass, bronze

MBwvog, m, ov  made of stone

EvAlvog, m, ov  wooden

ovte not, nor (ovte ... ovte neither ...
nor)

premw see, look, be able to see, beware
of

mepLTatew walk

"between the sixth and seventh seal there was
an interlude consisting of two visions — the
sealing of the 144,000 (7:1-8) and the
heavenly multitude (7:9-17)... With the close
of chapter 9 six of the seven trumpets have
sounded. Once again we encounter an
interlude of two related visions — the angel
with the little book (10:1-11) and the two
witnesses (11:1-13). These interludes are not
so much pauses in the actual sequence of
events as they are literary devices by which the
church is instructed concerning its role and
destiny during the final period of world
history." Mounce.

Verse 1

Kal €i0ov oV dyyehov loyvpov
katoafaivovta ék tod ovpovod,
mepLBefAnuévov veédny, kal 1 toig &l
thg kepolfic avtoD, kal to mpdowmov
avtod dhg 6 1jAog, kal ol wddeg avTod Mg
otdhoL TVPHS,

loyvpog, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful
katafalve come down, descend

| Cf. Deut 4:28; Ps 115:4-7; 135:15ff; Dan 5:23.

Verse 21

KOl OV UETEVONOOQV €k TOV pOVOV odTdV
olte £k TOV QopUdKkmV ovTdv olite £k Tfig
TOPVELOG aDTOV 0VTE €K TOV KAEUUdTWV
ATV,

Some suggest that the 'angel' is Christ, but
Mounce says that this must be rejected since
Christ never appears as an angel in Revelation.
Witherington writes that "we probably should
see this as the angel or messenger of Christ
who partakes of some of the features of Christ
mentioned in Rev 1."

govog, ov m murder, Killing
papuokov, ov n witchcraft, sorcery

Cf. Gal 5:20; Rev 18:23; 21:8. Witherington
comments, "The use of witchcraft and potions
was part and parcel of pagan religion. It was
used to gain control of supernatural forces or
of events controlled by those forces."

mopvela, og f sexual immorality
kAeuuo, tog n theft, robbery

"When men turn from the knowledge of God,
the path leads downward to idolatry and
immorality (cf. Rom 1:18-32)." Mounce.

mepufefAnuévov  Verb, perf pass pte, m acc
& n nom/acc s mepLPailw clothe,
dress

vepeln, ng f cloud

ipig, 1W6og f rainbow; varicoloured halo

kepain, ng f head

mpoowsov, ov n face, appearance

Nhtog, ov m the sun

movg, modog m foot

otvlog, ov m pillar, column

P, og n fire

"Farrar notes that the description of the angel
fits his message — the affirming of God's
fidelity to covenants (10:7): the bow reminding
of God's promise through Noabh, the pillar of
fire God's presence in the wilderness, and the
scroll the tablets of stone." Mounce.
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Verse 2

kol Exwv v T xevol avtod Bprapidiov
fvewyuévov. kal £€0mkev tov mdda avTol
OV 8eELOV £l Thig Oahdoong, TOV ¢
evwvonov &l thic yfig,

xevp, xewpog f hand
BpAlapLdlov, ov n little book or scroll

|CF. Ezek 2:8-3:3.

fvewyuévov Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc s &
nnom/acc s GVOoLyw open

| I.e. what it reveals is no secret.

£0mkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s T1OnuL
place, set

oeElog, a, ov right

Balaooa, ng f sea

gdwvovuog, ov left (hand side)

A picture of immense size — and possibly
indicating the scope of the relevance of his
message.

Verse 3

kol Ekpaev pwvii ueydin domep Aéwv
pukdtat. kal Ote fkpokev, EAdAnoov ol
£7TTA BOOVTAL TAC EOVTOV POVAC.

kpalw cry out, call out
MOoTep as, even as, just as
Aewv, oviog m lion
UUKOOUOL  roar

|Cf. Hos 11:10; Amos 3:8.

Ote conj when

hadew speak, talk

£TAL  seven

Bpovin, ng f thunder

govtog, €avtn, éovtov  him/herself, itself

"Premonitions of God's anger about to burst
forth in judgement." Beckwith. (Cf. 8:5;
11:19; 16:18).

Verse 4

kal Ote EMdAnoav ai £mtd Bpovral,
fluehhov ypdperv: kal fikovoa vy gk
100 ovpavod Aéyovoav, S@payLoov O
ghalnoav al €mtd fpovrai, kol ur avTd
yodyns.

fluehMov  Verb, imperf act indic, 1 s & 3 pl
uehlw be going, be about

yoogw write

oppaylllw seal, secure with a seal

Contrast 1:9. Mounce suggests that the seven
thunders, "like the seals and trumpets, formed
another series of warning plagues. Man's
adamant decision not to repent (9:20-21)
would render another series useless. Possibly
it is too late to record any further warnings. ..
In the verses which immediately follow, an
angel under oath will declare that there shall be
no further delay (vss 5-7)."

Verse 5

Kal 6 dyyehog dv €idov Eotdta &l Thig
Oalaoong kal ¢ tfig Yiig Noev v xelpa
avtod v deELdv €lg TOV 0VPAVOV

£€0TdTO.  Verb, perf act ptc, n nom/acc pl
totnue stand
noev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s aipw raise

Cf. Gen 14:22-23. The lifting of the hand was
part of making an oath.

Verse 6

Kol OUooev €v Td TOVIL elg ToVg aldvag
OV alwvav, g EkTioev TOV 0VPAvOV Kal
TV 00T Kol TV Yiiv kol Td év adTf Kol
v BGhoooav kal T év avTf, 6Tl xPdvog
ovkéTL £0Ta,

®uooev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s duvvw and
ouvvulL swear, vow, make an oath

Caw live, be alive

alwv, alwvog m age, eternity

ktWLw create, make

"The One who brought all things into being
can carry them through in fulfilment of his
redemptive purpose. The end of history, as
was the beginning, is under the sovereign
control of God." Mounce.

¥povog, ov m time, period of time
ovkett adv no longer, no more
gotaw  Verb, fut indic, 2's glut

I.e. no more delays of God's judgement — not
that time itself will be swept away.

Verse 7

AMhe év Taltg uépalg thg ewviig Tod
£BOOUOV dyyélov, Otov uéEAAN colTilery,
kal €tedéodn 10 uvothplov tod BgoD, g
e0nyyéhoev Tovg £autod dovhovg Tovg
TPOPNTOC.

¢pdounog, n, ov seventh

otov when

colmilw sound a trumpet

¢teléoOn  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 s TeElew
complete, finish, fulfill, carry out

uvoTNELOV, OV n secret, mystery
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God's plans for the consummation of human
history encompassing both the salvation of his
people and the judgement of sinners (cf. Eph
3:1-6; Rom 11:25; 1 Cor 15:55; 2 Thess 2:7).
In summary, it is God's purpose to establish his
kingdom (Mt 6:10; Rev 11:15).

Verse 10

kal Ehafov 1O BLprapidlov £k Thig xeLpOg
10D dyyéhov kol katégpayov avtd, kal fv
&v T® otépati wov Mg wéht YAVKY: kai &te
Epayov avtd, £mkpdvon 1) kothio pwov.

evayyeMlw act. and midd proclaim the
good news
0ovAog, ov m slave, servant

|CfArnos 3.7.

Day 1208: Revelation 10:8-11

Verse 8

0t1¢ conj when

gpayov  Verb, aor act indic, 1s & 3pl £€00ww
and ¢0bw eat

€mkpdvOn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
JTLKOOLV®  see v.9

Verse 11

kal Aéyovoiv pot, Ael og wdhLy
mpognredoat £l Aaotg kal £0veov kol
yhwooalg Kai faothedory molhols.

Kai 1 govn v fikovoa ék ol ovpavod,
v harotoav uete £nod kal Aéyovoav,
“Yraye AMGBe O BLAiov 10 fvewyuévov év
i xevot 100 dyyéhov tod Eotdrog £mi Tfig
Oahdoong kai émi Tfic yiic.

ALy - again, once more

rahoboav  Verb, pres act pte, face s hMaiew

vTayw  go, go one's way, depart

MaPe Verb, aor act imperat, 2's Aappovew

BLpAtov, ov n book, scroll

fvewyuévov see v.2

£0T®TOC Verb, perf act ptc, m gen s LOTNWUL
see v.5

Verse 9

deL impersonal verb it is necessary

o¢ Pronoun, acc s ov

TOMV  see v.8

Moog, ov m people, a people

£€0veolv  Noun, dat pl £€0vog, ovg n nation
vAwooa, ng f tongue, language
Baothevs, ewg m king

Day 1209: Revelation 11:1-6

Chapter 11

kol drfiloa mpdg TOV dyyehov Aywv avTd
dofvai pot T Bprapidlov. kail AéyesL pot,
AdBe kol katdgaye o0TO, Kl TLkEaVeT
0oV TV Kothiav, Ak év T otduati cov
goToL YAUKD g UEAL.

artfiM@a  Verb, 2 aor act indic, 1 s
ATTEQYOUAL
doval Verb, aor act infin dtdwuUL

Mounce, and others, consider chapter 11 to
correspond to the contents of the little book of
chapter 10. This chapter is particularly
difficult to interpret.

Witherington comments, "Koester suggests
that in Rev 11 we have an overture to the last
half of the book, introducing us in summary
form to the conflict between God's people and
the Beast that is recounted in Rev 12-19."

Verse 1

Cf. Ezek 2:8-3:3, see also Jer 15:16ff.

Katdgaye Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s
koteobuw eat up

mikpovet  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s TTLKOALV®
make bitter

kolila, ag f stomach

otoua, T0¢ n mouth

gotoLr  Verb, fut indic, 3 s eiut

yYAvKUG, €0, v sweet

ueht, ttog n honey

Kal £866m not kdhauog duotog pdRdw,
Myov, "Evelpe kal pétonoov tov vaov tod
Beol kal TO BuoLaoTipLov Kol Tovg
TPooKVVODvVTag v avTd.

Cf. Ps 119:103. The scroll is sweet to the
mouth because it is the word of God. Itis
bitter to the stomach because it speaks of the
trials that God's people must face before they
enter glory (Ch 11).

£€000n  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s d10mL
kohapog, ov m reed, measuring rod
ouolog, a, ov like

papdog, ov f stick, rod, sceptre
gyelpw  raise

UETPEW Mmeasure

vaog, ov m temple, sanctuary
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"The measuring of the temple is a symbolic
way of declaring its preservation. The
background is probably Ezekiel 40-42 where
the prophet in a vision watches every part of
the temple measured with painstaking care."
Mounce. Mounce considers the temple to be a
picture of the church and its measuring to be
equivalent to the sealing of 7:1-8. "God will
give spiritual sanctuary to the faithful believers
against the demonic assault of the Antichrist."
Witherington thinks that Joh's use of vaog,
which means the inner sanctaury rather than
the temple complex, also supports the idea of
protection.

Witherington comments, "The reference to
forty-two months comes from Daniel and is
just another way of rendering the period of
three and a half years, that final penultimate
period before the end of history."

Verse 3

kol dwow Tolg dvolv ndpTuolv wov, Kal
TEOPNTEVOOVOLY NUEPOS KLAiag dLokootag
£Erkovta mepLBefAnuévor odikkoue.

Bvolaotnplov, ov n altar
TPooKvvew  worship

Verse 2

dwow Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dLdwUL

ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two

UOPTVG, LaPTVPoS dat pl poOTLOLY m
witness

Kol TV avAy v EEwdev tol vaod
EkxBole EEwBev kal un avtnv wetpiong, Ot
£600m 10tg €0veory, kal TV TOALY TV
aylov ToTioovoLY Ufivog TECOEPAKOVTQ
[kai] dvo.

The two witnesses are modelled upon Moses
and Elijah (cf. 2 Kings 1:10ff; 1 Kings 17:1;
Ex 7:14-18; 8:12). They are a symbol of the
witnessing church. Witherington thinks that
the reference may be to two specific churches
that are undergoing persecution and even
martydoms — for instance, Smyrna and
Philadelphia.

avin, ng f court, courtyard

¢€wbev adv & prep outside

€kBole  Verb, aor act imperat, 2s €kBaliw
throw out, cast out

£0001  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s d1dwuL

£€0veolvy  Noun, dat pl €6vog, ovg n nation;
ta ¢. Gentiles

¥Whiog Noun, nom s or Adjective, facc pl
¥xhtag, adog f athousand

dlakootot, at, o two hundred

¢Enkovia  sixty

mepLfefAnuévor  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom
pl mepBoriw puton, clothe, dress

oakkog, ov m sackcloth, mourning dress

"The distinction between the sanctuary and the
outer court is a way of pointing up the
limitations placed upon pagan hostility (cf.
Morris...). It may physically decimate the
witnessing church (in 11:7 the two witnesses
are killed), but it cannot touch the real source
of life (the witnesses are raised and ascend to
heaven; 11:11-12)." Mounce.

Cf. Zech 13:4. Their message is a call to
repentance and is reflected in their dress.

Verse 4

ovtol elow ai dvo #ratar kol ai dvo
Ayviar ai évomiov tod kvpiov thig viig
£0TOTEC.

moAlg, ewg f  city, town
aylog, a, ov holy

éhara, ag f olive tree
Aoyvia, og f lampstand

| Another designation for the church.

motew trans trample

unv, unvoc m month
teooepakovta  forty

Ovo gen & acc Ovo dat dvowv two

A symbol of the church in chapter 1.
Witherington adds, "The witnesses are called
olive trees for they carry in them the fuel by
which the candlestick could be lit."

"The temporal designation of forty-two months
(11:2; 13:5) is also given in Revelation as

1260 days (11:3; 12:6) and 'a time, and times,
and half a time' (12:14). Its primary reference
is to the period of Jewish suffering under the
Syrian despot Antiochus Epiphanes in 167-164
BC. It became a conventional symbol for a
limited period of time during which evil would
be allowed free rein. In Luke 21:24 it is called
'the times of the Gentiles'." Mounce.

évwrmov prep with gen before
£€0TdTES  Verb, perf act ptc, m nom pl
LoTnuL

Cf. Zech 4. "By these two metaphors John is
emphasizing a truth concerning the church
which has always been true but is especially
appropriate in times of persecution — that the
power and authority for effective witness lie in
the Spirit of God." Mounce. Cf. Zech 4:6.
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Verse 5

kal €0 Tig avtovg Oéhel ddikfioal, mdp
gkITopeVETOL €K TOD 0TONOTOS AVTOV Kol
kateobiel Tovg ExOpolg ovTMV Kal £l TIg
Behrion avtovg ddikfioal, oltwg 8el avTOV
amokTavofval.

Mounce says this is "the major antagonist of
the church in the last days ... the Antichrist."

TOAENOG, OV m war, battle

Supports the view that the witnesses are not
individuals but a picture of a large group.

Oehw  wish, will

&dikew wrong, harm

mvp, og n fire

£KITOPEVOUL  gOo or come out
otoua, T0¢ n mouth
koteobuw eat up, devour

VLKW — conguer, overcome
drtoktevel  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s
dmoktewv kKill, put to death

Verse 8

Cf. 2 Kings 1.

éxbpog, a, ov enemy

ovtwg adv. thus, in this way

oeL impersonal verb it is necessary
amoktervo Kill, put to death

Verse 6

Kol 1O TTOUa ovTdV i Thg mhateiag Tiig
mérewe Thic ueyding, frig kakeltol
TVEVLOTLKOE Zddoua kol Alyvmtog, dmov
kal O KUPLog ATV £0Tavpmon.

ovtoL &ovowy TV ¢Eovotav kheloal TOV
ovpavov, Tva ui VeTOg PPN TOg NUEPAS
thig Tpogntetag avtdv, kol éEovaioy
gyovoLv mtl TV VOGTWV OTEEPELY VT £ig
alpa kol TotdEoL Ty yiv v whon TAnyh
060dGKkLg 80V OedjowoLy.

TTWWUo, Tog n body, corpse
mhatewa, ag f wide street

moAlg, ewg f  city, town

ootig, Ntig, 6 1L who, which
mvevuoTikwg  spiritually, symbolically
Zodoua, wv n Sodom

omov adv. where

0TOVPOW  crucify

g€ovola, og f authority, power
kheww shut, shut up, lock
VETOC, OV m rain

Ppexw rain, send rain, wet

|Cf 1 Kings 17:1; Jas 5:12-18.

otpepw turn
olpa, atog f blood

|Cf. Ex 7:20.

mataoow  strike
mAnyn, ng f plague, misfortune

|Cf. Ex 8:12.

o6ooklg adv. as often as; O6cokLg éav
whenever

"God's servants in the new dispensation have
just as great resources as did Moses and Elijah
in the old." Morris.

Mounce says that the reference is to Rome.
"The witnesses meet their death at the hands of
the Antichrist, whose universal dominion was
in John's day epitomised by the power of
Rome. The inclusion of a reference to the
crucifixion is not to identify a geographical
location but to illustrate the response of
paganism to righteousness." Witherington,
however, writes, "We must see the reference to
Sodom and Egypt as a statement about the
spiritual status of Jerusalem. It was a city
occupied and, in fact, trampled underfoot in
AD 95 by Gentiles. 'Sodom' was a prophetic
title for Jerusalem that implied its judgment (Is
1:9-10; Jer 23:14; Lam 4:6). In other words it
is a place of oppression, slavery and gross
immorality." Morris thinks that the great city is
"every city and no city. It is civilized man in
organized community."

Day 1210: Revelation 11:7-14

Verse 7

Verse 9

kot BAéovoly €k TV AadV kol QUADVY Kol
YAWOO®V Kal £0vDV TO TTOUA ATOV
NUEPOS TEELS Kol TULov, Kol T TTOUATO
avTdV ok Agiovoly Tedfivar eig uvijuo.

Kal OTav TeEAéowoLy TV uapTupiav avtdv,
10 Onpiov tO dvapoivov ék thg dfvooov
ouoeL PeT* aVTOV TOAEUOV KAl VIKHOEL
00TOVG KOl ATTOKTEVET 0DTOVG.

o6tav when

Tehew complete, finish

uaptvpla, og f testimony, witness
Onprov, ov n animal, beast
avopalve come up, ascend

frew see, look

Aaog, ov m people

@UAn, ng f tribe, nation

vhAwooa, ng f tongue, language
£¢0vog, ovg n nation

TEELS, TOLA gen TOLwV dat TpLowv three
NULOVG, €10, v gen Muioovg half

The three and a half days of their public
exposure corresponds to the three and a half
years of their ministry.
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TTWUO, To¢ n body, corpse

dgiovoly  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl dgunut
allow

teOfival  Verb, aor pass infin t1OnuL place

uvnue, tog f tomb, grave

Witherington comments, "That the bodies of
the witnesses were not allowed to be buried
was considered in the ancient near east the
ultimate way to disgrace or shame someone
(see Isa 5:25; Ps Sol 2:30 ff.)."

Verse 10

Kal ol katotkoDvieg &l Tfic yiig yatpovoly
71 aVTOlC KOl EVQEAIVOVTAL, Kol dDE
méupovory dAliroig, dtL ovtol ol dvo
mpogfital ¢facdvioay Tovg KatolkoTvtag
&l Thig vfic.

katolkew live

| The unbelieving world.

xalLpw rejoice, be glad

gvgpaivovtal  Verb, pres midd/pass indic, 3
pl edgparvw make glad; pass be glad

dwpov, ov n gift

mewrtw send

AAMNAwv, oLg, ovg reciprocal pronoun one
another

|Cf. Esth 9:19,22,

Pfaocavitw torment, disturb

"The world has always shown its hostility to
the message of God — a truth which ought to
give some concern to the contemporary church
existing for the most part rather comfortably in
a world of increasing wickedness." Mounce

Verse 11

Kol UETA TAG TEETS UEPAS KAl HULou
mveduo Cofic ék tod Oeod elofilOev év
avTolg, kai fotnoav £l Tovg mddag
avTdV, Kl @Opog uéyag Emémeoev i
ToVg Bewpodviag avTovg.

Com, ng f life
elofil@ev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
glogpyouat enter

|Cf. Ezek 37.

g€otmoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl totnut
stand

16d0¢  Noun, acc pl 7wovg, modog m foot

pofog, ov m fear

émémeoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 5 €TLITLITTO
fall upon, come upon

Bewpew see, watch, observe

"Since murder is the last resort of man, what
can be done about those who rise from the
dead! The resurrection of the church is a sure
indication that God possesses the ultimate
authority over life and death." Mounce.

Verse 12

kal fikovoav guviig ueyaing ék tod
ovpavod Aeyovong avtolc, Avipate MOe
Kai dvépnoav eig TOV oDPavOV v Tf
ve@éln, kol €é0ewpnoov avTovg ol éx0pol
avTAV.

dvdBate Verb, aor act imperat, 2 pl
dvofalve come up, ascend

®de adv here

vepeln, ng f cloud

Echoes of what is said of Elijah in 2 Kings
2:11. A sign of God's vindication of his
witnesses.

£y0pog, a, ov enemy

Verse 13

Kol év ékeivn tff Opq éyéveto oelonog
uéyag, kol 1o dékatov Tfic méhewg Emeoey,
Kol dmektdvonoav v 1d oeloud dvopota
avOpwmwv xLhddeg £mtd, Kai ol ool
guopot £yévovto kai £dwkov dOGEV TQ
Bed 100 ovpavoD.

ékeLvog, 1, o demonstrative adj. that

wpa, ag f hour, moment

¢yéveto Verb, aor midd dep indic, 3 s
YLVOUOLL

0EL0MOG, ov m earthquake

| Cf. Ezek 38:19-20; Zech 14:5.

dekatog, 1, ov tenth

gneoev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s mmuttw  fall,
fall down

dmektavOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
ATOKTELVW see V.7

Ovoua, T0Og n hame, person

xihog, adog f athousand

ETa seven

Aouwog, M, ov rest, remaining, other

gugpopog, ov full of fear

g€dwkav  Verb, aor act indic, 3pl dtdwuL

d0Ea, ng f glory
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Some think that this is repentance and even
conversion. Mounce says, "Kiddle is correct
in his view that in that day 'the great mass of
mankind will have committed the
unpardonable crime of deifying evil." They
give glory to God 'when they are compelled by
overriding terror to recognize that the true
Lord is Christ and not Antichrist." On the
other hand, Fiorenza writes, "It is crucial to
recognise that Revelation's rhetoric of
judgment expresses hope for the conversion of
nine-tenths of the nations in response to
Christian witness and preaching. Otherwise,
one will not understand that the author
advocates a theology of justice rather than a
theology of hate and resentment." Similarly,
Koester points out the contrast when one
compares 1 Kings 19:18 to Rev 11:13. In the
former, all but 7,000 embrace idolatry, in the
latter all but 7,000 glorify God. "The
conversion of the nations, rather than their
destruction is God's will for the world."

Verse 14
H oval 1 devtépa dmfiiOev: idov 1 oval 1
tolTN EpYeTOL TOY.

oval  woe!

devtepog, 0, ov  second

TOLTOC, N, ov third

toyv adv quickly, without delay, soon
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