Reading The Greek New Testament Week 246: Revelation 16:17-17:18

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 246 — Revelation 16:17-17:18

Day 1226: Revelation 16:17-21

Verse 17

Kal 0 £€Bdouog €Eéxeev v QudAny avtod
gmtl TOV dépas kai EEMADEY v pueydhn €k
100 vaod dmd tod Bpdvov Aéyovoa,
Téyovev.

Buuog, ov m anger, rage, fury
opyn, ng f wrath, anger

Verse 20

kal oo viijoog Eguyev, kai Spn ovy
gVpEOnoav.

¢fdouog, 1, ov seventh
dnp, €00C m air
véyovev Verb, perf act indic, 3s yLvoual

vnoog, ov f island
gevyw flee

0pog, ovg n mountain, hill
gvpLokw find

|Cf. 15:1. Moffatt translates "All is over!"

Verse 18

Kol £YEVovTo AOTPOITOL KOl Vil Kol
Boovtai, kal oelopdg éyéveto uéyag olog
ovK £yéveto Qe ob GvOpmmog £yéveto ¢mi
g yfig TnAkoDTog oELonog oVt UEyas.

Cf. 6:12-14. Witherington comments, “This
is, of course, metaphorical, but it draws on the
OT notion that all of creation quakes when
God comes down to visit, especially when he
comes in judgment.”

Verse 21

dotpomn, ng £ lightning

Boovtn, ng f thunder

oeLlopog, ov m  earthquake

olog, a, ov relative pronoun such as

TNALKOVTOG, auTH, OVTo SO great, so
large

ovtwg and oUTwW adv. formed from ovTOg
thus

kol ydhala ueydin wg talaviaio
katofaiver £k 100 ovpavod i tovg
avOpwmove: kai EpAaopiunoay ob
GvBpwior tov B0V £k T TANYRc Thig
YOAATNG, OTL ueydhn €otiv 1 Ty avtiig
opddpaL.

Cf. 4:5; 8:5; 11:19.

Verse 19

Kol £yéveto 1) mohg 1) pneydhn eic total
uépm, kai oi woOreLg TV E0VAV Emeoav.
kol Bapfviwv 1 ueydhn éuviodn évomiov
100 B0l dodvar avtii 1O moTipLov Tod
otvov 100 Ovpod Tiic dpyfig avtod.

yohala, ng f hail

TOAAVTLOLOG, o, OV Weighing a talent
(perhaps about 90 pounds)

koatafalve come down, descend

froaogpnuew cf. 16:9,11,21.

wnyn, ng f plague

o@odpa.  very much, very, greatly

“This leads to no repentance, only a
blasphemous scream complaining about the
severe weather.” Witherington.

moAlg, ewg f  city, town

Some take the great city as Jerusalem (cf.
11:8). Others think the reference is to Rome.
Morris thinks it is a general picture of the
complete destruction of "civilised man ...
ordering his affairs apart from God."

Day 1227: Revelation 17:1-5

17:1-19:10 — A tale of two cities, two women

TEELS, TPLO gen TPLWV dat Tplowy three
UePOg, ovg n part, piece

“Perhaps because it is ruled by the unholy
trinity, so that the punishment fits the crime.”
Witherington.

This section contrasts two cities, Babylon and
the New Jerusalem. They are personified and
contrasted as two women, a great whore and a
bride.

g¢meoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl T
fall, fall down

guvtiobn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s
utpwvnokopatr  remember, call to mind

évwmiov prep with gen before

dobval verb, aor act infin dLdWUL

TOTNELOV, OV N Cup

olvog, ov m wine
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Witherington comments, “Rev 17 should not
be seen as the sequel to Rev 16. It is an
expansion or close-up of the seventh cup or
perhaps the sixth and seventh cups. The
procedure of recounting a vision and then
following it with an interpretation is common
in apocalyptic literature, not least because such
highly symbolic visions required
interpretation, even to those who received
them... Rev 17:1-19:10 demonstrates how
Babylon is made to drain the cup of God’s
wrath. The lamentation in Rev 18 and the
worship in Rev 19:1-10 underscore that the
fall is final. A good deal of the description of
Babylon draws on Jer. 51.” Witherington
includes an interesting excursus on the
connection between a city and religion in the
ancient world: cities were often believed to be
the earthly seat of a god. Witherington
concludes, “These things need to be kept in
view as we evaluate what John says about both
Babylon/Rome and the New Jerusalem. He
understood quite well that such cities were
profoundly religious in character, in design, in
practice, and in belief structure. John does not
oppose a secular to a sacred city in his visions.
He opposes two categorically opposed visions
of a holy city, one involving the deification of
the human in the person of the Emperor and of
the city, and of nature/creation in the form of a
multitude of other gods and godesses, and the
other involving the deity of an only God who
always maintains the creator/creature
distinction and so makes relationships between
the human and divine eternally possible.”

Cf. v.15 and Jer 51:13. The picture from Jer.
51 of the various canals of the Euphrates
which distributed water throughout the area
around Babylon is now applied to Rome and
its many peoples — "the influence of Rome
flows throughout the entire world." Mounce.

Verse 2

ueds fic émdpvevoav ol Paocthels Thc Yhg,
kal ¢uebvobnoav oi kotolkobvteg TV yiiv
¢k 10D oivou Tfig mopvelag avTiic.

mopvevw commit sexual immorality
faotheve, ewg m  king

"They represent the apostate nations which
Rome has enticed into idolatrous worship of
herself and the beast." Mounce.
Witherington comments that “M. E. Boring
has rightly noted that fornication here refers
not only to idolatrous worship of the Emperor
but likely also worship of the city of Rome in
the form of the goddess Roma. This in effect
involves ‘accepting Rome as the point of
orientation for life in this world, that is,
making Rome herself a god’.”

uebvw be drunk, drink freely
katolkew live, inhabit

oivog, ov m wine

mopvela, ag f sexual immorality

Verse 3

Verse 1

kol drrjveykév ue elg fonuov v TveuuorTL.
Kol €600V yuvalko kadnuévnyv émi Onptov
KOKKLVOV, Yéuov[ta] dvouato Braognuiog,
£y v Keohdg T Kal képota déKa.

Kol n\0ev glc &k TdV £td dyyéhwv TdV
gxovtov T0g £mtd pudhag, kol EhdAnoev
uete uod Aéywv, Aelipo, delEw ool 1O
kplua Thig OPVNG Thg peyding T
kaOnuévng &t VOGTWV TOAAAV,

amiveykév  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dmayw
lead away, lead, bring
gonuog, ov f deserted place

£7IT0. seven
devpo adv. come, come here

"In this context the wilderness is not a place of
divine protection and nourishment (as in 12:6,
14), but an appropriate setting for a vision of
judgement." Mounce.

|CF. 21:9.

oelEw Verb, fut act indic, 3 s deLkvuuL
show, reveal

KpoLua, Tog n judgement

mopvn, ng f prostitute

yuvn, aiwkog f woman, wife
Onptov, ov n animal, beast
KoKKLVOG, M, ov  scarlet, red

| Cf. Nahum 3:4; Isa 23:16,17.

koOnuor  sit, sit down, live
VOwp, véatog n water

Witherington comments, “The colour of the
Beast is probably intended to recall the colour
of the dragon in 12:3. But Beasley-Murray
may be correct that the colour is meant to
suggest royalty. Scarlet and purple were
colours much beloved by the wealthy and
royalty of Rome. But it is also true that all
purple outfits were worn by high-class
prostitutes.”

veuww be full, be covered with
ovoua, To¢ n name, title
fraogpnuia, ag f slander, blasphemy
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"The reference is to the blasphemous claims to
deity made by the Roman emperors who
employed such titles as theios (divine), soter
(saviour), and kyrios (Lord). The blasphemies
are not so much directly spoken against God
by the beast as they are implied by his self-
deification. The beast (like the dragon of
chap. 12) has seven heads and ten horns (cf.
13:1). John supplies his own interpretation to
these later in the chapter (vss. 9-14, 16-17)."
Mounce.

veypouuévov Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc & n
nom/acc s ypo@w write

“John was probably also drawing on the
practice of Roman harlots of wearing a
headband with their name on it.”
Witherington.

uvoTNELOV, OV n secret, mystery

kepain, ng f head
£7IT0.  seven
kepag, atog n horn
oeko  ten

Verse 4

Opinions differ as to whether yvotnpLov
forms part of the name. The NEB thinks not
and translates it "written on her forehead was a
name with a secret meaning..."

wopvn, NG f seev.l
fdelvyuo, Tog n see v.4

She is the "mother of whores and of every
obscenity on earth." NEB.

Kol 1) yuv) v TepuBEPANUEVN TopQUEOTV
Kol KOKKLVOVY, KOL KEXOVOWMUEVT YOVOiw
kol MBw Ll kal papyapitaig, &ovoa
otipLov xpvoodv v T yelpl avtiic yéuov
Bdelvyudtwy kal to dkddopTa Thg
mopvelog avTiic,

Day 1228: Revelation 17:6-8

Verse 6

mepuBefAnuévn  Verb, perf pass ptc, fnom s
mepfarlw put on, clothe, dress

TOPPUPOVG, O, ovv purple; purple
garment

Kol €100V TV yuvaika pedvovoay €k 10D
aluoTog TOV aylwv kol ¢k tod afpatog
TOV noptipwv ‘Incod. Kal ¢0avupoca
dwv adtiv Oabua uéya.

Signifying the luxury and splendour of ancient
Rome. See also Witherington’s comments in
the previous verse.

uebvw be drunk

aipo, atog f blood

UaPTUG, Hoptvpog dat pl poptvoly m
witness, matryr

kexovowuévn Verb, perf pass pte, fnom s
xovoow cover or adorn with gold

¥XoVoLov, ov n gold

MBog, ov m stone

TLULOG, O, OV precious, valuable

uopyooLIng, ov m pearl

TOTNELOV, OV n Cup

xevp, xewpog f hand

veuw be full, be covered with

péelvyua, Tog n something detestable

Probably not meant to imply two different
groups but a double reference to believers who
had given their lives as a result of their
faithfulness to the gospel. Witherington,
however, comments, “We have here two
phrases following the preposition of ék, which
most naturally suggests two different groups.
Before we have had the tandem of the prophets
and martyrs/witnesses. The reference actually
could be to the OT saints and the Christians
(cf. Heb 12:1ff.).”

The kau is probably epexegetical, meaning
'even'.

dkaboptog, ov unclean
mopveld, oG f seev.2

Bavualow wonder, be amazed
idwv  Verb, aor act ptc, mnom's Opow see
Bavuoa, Tog n wonder

Cf. Jer 51:7 and Dan 9:27. “In view of Mark
13 and other texts, the reference to the
abominations should probably be taken to
mean idolatrous practices, since abomination
was a common Jewish euphemism for ‘idol’.”
Witherington.

Verse 5

Kol £l 10 uétwmov avtiic Svoua
yeyoouuévov, nvotjorov, Bapfviwv 1
ueydn, 1 wjtno TdV TopvOV Kol TV
Boehvyudtwv thg yiic.

"The revolting and gory spectacle causes John
to wonder 'with a great wonder." Upon being
taken to the wilderness he had expected to see
the judgement of the harlot, but up to this point
she appears triumphant. Ostentatiously attired
and adorned in wealth, she sits upon the scarlet
beast advertising her base trade and
intoxicated with the blood of her victims. The
true nature of the empire is at last fully
revealed." Mounce.

uetwiov, ov n forehead
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Verse 7

kol ettév pou 6 dyyehog, Aud Tt
£000paoog; Eyw £oM 0oL TO WVOTHELOV THS
yuvokog kot tod Onpiov tod Paotdloviog
ovtiv, ToD &rovtog TG £TA KeEPUAUS Kol
T4 OéKka KépaTar

Com, ng f life
kotofoAin, ng f beginning, creation
Koouog, ov m world, universe

|Cf. Ps 69:28; Is 4:3; Rev 3:5.

¢o® Verb, fut actindic, 1 s heyw
QVoTnELOV, OV n see v.5

Baotalw carry, bear

#xovtog Verb, pres act ptc, m gen's €yw

fremw see
mapelul be present

4 A\ A\
|£J‘EIO( KEQPANIC... see Vv.3.

"The verb used to describe the coming of the
beast is closely related to the noun which
regularly describes the parousia or second
coming of Christ (1 Cor 15:23; 1 Thess 2:19; 1
Jn 2:28; etc.)." Mounce.

Verse 8

10 Onptov O eldeg fv kal ok Fotiv, kal
wéAler avaBaivery ¢k thig dpvoocov, kal eig
Amwieroy Vdyer kol Bovpaodicovial ol
katolkoDvteg éml Thg yhig, GV 0¥
véypamtor TO dvoua émi tO Pupiiov Thig
CLwfig dmd katoafolrfig kdouov, Premdviwmv
10 Onptov dTL fv kol odk Fotiv Kol
TOPEOTAL.

€1dec  Verb, 2nd aor act indic, 2 s 6paw
see

v Kol ok 0TV An obvious parody of the
Lamb (cf. 1:18; 2:8). The description is an
intentional antithesis to the One "who is and
was and is to come" (1:4,8; 4:8).

Witherington comments, “Caird points out that
at 11:7 we hear of a beast that rises from the
abyss. Rev 13:1ff. must be compared at this
juncture. There the monster in question was
the Roman Empire, and it seems likely that
this is true here as well. But the idea of the
second coming refers to the epitome of evil
(i.e., Nero back from the dead). The figure
apparently does not exist while the author is
writing but is expected again, having lived
once in the past. Did John really believe Nero
would return? Probably not, but he is drawing
on common notions to convey the idea of an
anti-Christ figure. Evil takes many shapes,
though ultimately it all goes back to the same
source — the abyss and the Devil.”

uehhow (before an infin) be going, be about
avofalve come up, ascend

dfvooog, ov f abyss, underworld
amwiewa, og f destruction, utter ruin

"In the broadest sense the beast is that
satanically inspired power that, although
having received the stroke of death, returns to
hurl himself with renewed fury against the
forces of God. It is this incredible power of
resuscitation that causes those who dwell upon
the earth to stand in awe. He is the beast of
chapter 13 who had received a death-stroke
and yet survived (12:3, 12, 14). Down through
history he repeatedly 'comes up from the abyss'
to harass and, if it were possible, to destroy the
people of God.... The beast was; at the
moment he is not. John wrote under the
shadow of an impending persecution. The
beast is about to come again. This coming will
be his last, for now the King of kings and Lord
of lords will cast him (along with the false
prophet) alive into the lake of fire. This is
what it means that he goes into perdition (see
vs, 11 as well)." Mounce.

Day 1229: Revelation 17:9-14

Verse 9

»de 6 vobg 6 &wv coplov. al éxtd
keatal £mtd Spn eloiv, Omov 1 yuvr
kdOnTaL e adTtdv. kol foothels Emtd
gloLv:

®d¢ adv here

VOVg, VOOG, VOL, VOUV m mind,
understanding

ocogLa, ag f wisdom, insight

'Here is needed the understanding which is
wisdom'. "John is saying that although the
interpretation of the seven heads is not
obvious, it may be understood by those who
ponder the riddle with care and wisdom."
Mounce.

0pog, ovg n mountain, hill

An obvious reference to Rome, built on seven
hills.

Bavuaobioovtar  Verb, fut midd dep indic,
3 pl Bovuolw

katolkew live, inhabit

véypomtal Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s ypapw
write

BupAtov, ov n book, scroll

omov adv. where
kaBnuot  sit, live
Baolhevg, ewg m  King

The seven kings would appear to be symbolic
of the universal power of Rome and beyond
that the comprehensive reign of the beast.
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Verse 10

ol mévte Emeoav, 6 gig fotwv, 6 EAhog

o > \u b 9 7 9\
ovmw NABev, kai Otav €AOn OAlyov avTOv
O€l uetval.

mevte (indeclinable) five

gmeoov  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl maT®
fall

elg, wa, €v gen €vog, (LG, £Vog one

a\og, 1, o another, other

ovmw not yet

Attempts to identify the five and the other two
as particular Roman emperors are fraught with
difficulty. Others seek to identify each with
historic world empires, Rome being the sixth
and the seventh the 'Christian' empire
established by Constantine. It is perhaps best
to see the number as purely symbolic. "John is
not interested in a careful tabulation of the past
but is declaring the nearness of the end by the
commonly accepted use of a numerical
scheme. For John seven is the number of
completeness. Five kings have fallen, one is,
and the last remains only for a short time."
Mounce.

otav when

olyov adv. a little, only a little

OeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must

uetvor  Verb, aor act infin puevw trans
remain, stay

Verse 11

kol 1O Onptov O fv kal ovk Eotuv, kal
o0TOC BYS00C E0TLY Kab €k TOV ETTTA £0TLY,
Kol €lg AmwAeLay VITdyeL.

0ydoog, 1, ov  eighth
£TAL  seven

Mounce suggests that the eighth who is part of
the seven is the Antichrist. Witherington
argues that it is Domitian.

dmwiea, og f seev.8

Verse 12

Kol o Ofka képata & €10ec Séka Poothelg
glovy, ottiveg Paothetav obmw Ehafov,
A EEovoiov wg Baothels wiav dpav
Aaupdvovory petd Tot Onplov.

Paolhevs, ewg m King
oltiveg  Pronoun, m nom pl 00TLE, NTLG, O
T who, which

Mounce says that footiela is here used to
mean 'royal power', cf. Lk 19:12.

ovmtw not yet
¢Eovowa, og f authority, power
mpa, ag £ hour, moment

Many identify the ten kings with the Parthian
satraps who were viewed as a threat to Rome.
Witherington writes, “We may be talking
about provincial governors or local officials
who ran the imperial cult in Asia.” He quotes
Friesen who writes, “The book of Revelation
must be understood in its local setting as part
of a clash of religious ideologies, for it
represents an assault on fundamental issues of
social organisation in later first-century Asia.”
Beckwith, however, says that they are "purely
eschatalogical figures representing the totality
of the powers of all nations on earth which are
to be made subservient to Antichrist."

Verse 13

ovtoL ptov yvouny #xovoty, kal Ty
dUvauy kai £Eovoiov adt®v T Onpiwm
dLdoaoLY.

yvoun, ng f purpose, intent
duvauls, emg f power
dLddaoLy  Verb, pres act indic, 3 pl ddwuL

They are "willing collaborators" (Morris) who
share in Antichrist's hostility to Christ and his
followers.

Verse 14

ovtol uetd 100 dpviov okeurioovowy, kol
10 dpviov vikroel adtovg, dTL kHpLog
kvplowv £0Tiv kal faothec Baothéwy, Kol
ol uete avtod kAntol kal ékhektol kol
LoTol.

dpviov, ov n lamb
molepew wage war, fight
VIKO conquer, overcome

|Cf. Ps 136:2,3; Dan 2:47; 4:37 LXX.

kAntog, m, ov called
ékhektog, 1, ov chosen
mTLoTog, M, ov faithful

|Cf. Rev 2:26,27.

Day 1230: Revelation 17:15-18

Verse 15

Kot Aéyer pou, Ta Ddata & eldec, ob 1
tdpvn kdOnTaL, Aoot kol dylot eloiv kal
£0vn kal yAdooalt.

VOwP, VdéUTOC N see v.l
ov adv where
wopvn, NG f seev.l
kaOnuot see v.1

“The harlot sits on them, which suggests
heavy-handed ruling or squashing of local
autonomy.” Witherinton.

Moog, ov m people, a people
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oyxhog, ov m crowd, multitude

£€0vn  Noun, nom & acc pl £€0vog, ovg n
nation, people

vhwooo, ng f tongue, language

yvoun, ng f purpose, intent

motfioar ulov yvounv They were of 'one
mind.'

The fourfold grouping stresses universality.

Verse 16

Kol o Ofka képata & €1dec kal TO Onptov,
obtoL wojoovow TV TOEVNY, Kol
NONUWUEVTY TTOLHoOVOLY VTNV KoL
youviy, kol T odpkag avtiic pdayoviat,
Kol oDTNV KOTOKAoOVOoLY €V Tupt:

dolvar verb, aor act infin SLOmUL

dypt prep and conj until

teleoOrioovial  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
tehew complete, finish, fulfill

The fate of the harlot is described in phrases
reminiscent of Ezekiel's allegory of Oholibar
(Ezek 23:11-35).

"This verse denies the existence of any
ultimate dualism in the world. In the final
analysis the powers of evil serve the purpose
of God. The coalition between the beast and
his allies will continue until the words of God
— the prophecies leading up to the overthrow
of Antichrist — are fulfilled." Mounce.

KEPUG, OTOS n see v.3.

Onpwov, ov n see v.3.

utoew hate, despise

Honuwuévny  Verb, perf pass ptc, face s
éonuoouat be made waste or
desolate

yuuvog, m, ov  naked

00pg, oopkog f  flesh

@ayovtal  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 pl
¢00uw eat, consume

Verse 18

Kol 1) yuvn fiv €10eg Eotuv 1) TOMC 1) ueydn

1N &ovoa Baotheiov &l TOV factréwv Thg
ViiS.

moAlg, ewg f  city, town
Baolheve, ewg m  king

Again, faotiela is used in the sense of 'royal
power' (cf. v.12).

|Cf. 2 Kings 9:30-37.

katokovoovoly  Verb, fut act indic, 3 pl
kKatokolw burn
mvp, og n fire

|Cf. Lev 21:9.

"This turning of the beast upon the woman
who sits upon him speaks of 'a terrible and
mysterious law of political history, according
to which every revolutionary power contains
within itself the seed of self-destruction'
(Lilje...). It describes the self-destroying
power of evil. Morris notes that the wicked
are not a happy band of brothers, but precisely
because they are wicked they give way to
jealousy and hatred, so that 'at the climax their
mutual hatreds will result in mutual
destruction'." Mounce.

Witherington asks, “Do the ten horns represent
the Parthian straps invading Rome and led by
the returned Nero? This certainly makes sense
of what follows in Rev 19:16-18.”

"For John, the city is Rome. She is the wicked
seducer whose pernicious influence has
permeated the whole of the Mediterranean
world. Yet Babylon the Great, source of
universal harlotry and abomination (vs. 5), is
more than first century Rome. Every great
centre of power which has prostituted its
wealth and influence restores to life the spirit
of ancient Babylon." Mounce.

Verse 17

O Yap Be0g Edwkev elg TAC KaPLOG AVTDOV
motficor v yvouny adtod, kai woifiool
wiav yvouny kot dodvar v Baciieiov
avTdV 1O ONplw, dxpl teheodrjoovtal oL
Loyou tol OgoD.

£dwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dLdwuUL
kopdia, ag f heart
molfjoor  Verb, aor act infin mwolew
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