Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 248: Revelation 19:1-20:6

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 248 — Revelation 19:1-20:6

Day 1236: Revelation 19:1-5

Verse 1

Metd tadto fikovoo Og euviy ueydiny
Oyhov mohAoT €V 1@ oVPav®d AeyOVIwy,
AAMMAOVTA" M owtnpia kol 1) 6OEa Kal 1)
dUvouLlg tod Beod uUdV,

"The heavenly jubilation breaks out in marked
contrast to the solemn dirges of the kings,
merchants, and seafarers whose economic
empires collapsed with the devastation of the
imperial capital." Mounce.

oylog, ov m crowd, multitude
TTOAVC, TTOMAY, TTOAV gen TOAAOV, MG, OV
much, great

'Hallelujah' occurs here 4 times but is not
found elsewhere in the NT. Verses 1-6 are the
Hallelujah chorus of Revelation. Witherington
comments, “It has been suggested that this [vv.
1-8] is a sort of Christian Hallel psalm, rather
like one finds in Pss. 113-118. The Hallel was
sung in praise of God’s deliverance at Exodus
Sinai. It is thus appropriate here since we have
just heard of the deliverance of God’s people
from their oppressors. Vv. 1-8 could then be
taken as a liturgy of Hallelujahs. Salvation
and judgment are juxtaposed in vv 1-2 because
they are seen as two sides of the same coin.
Not only has justice been done and the
oppressor punished, but the blood of the
martyrs has been avenged. Vengeance or
justice is left to God, and rejoicing is not over
some human actions but over the all-wise
God’s actions.”

owtnowa, ag f salvation

Here referring not primarily to personal
experience but to God's redemptive purpose.

00ta, ng f glory
ovvaulg, ewg f power

Verse 2

OtL dAnOuval kol dikalol al kploelg avtod:
OtL EkpLvev TV TOPVNV TV UEYdANY TiTig
EpOeLpev v viiv €v i mopveia avtiic, kal
¢gediknoev 1O oo TOV dovhwv avtod ¢k
¥ELPOG avThic.

d\nbiwvoc, m, ov real, genuine, true

dlkalog, a, ov righteous, just

kptoelg Noun, nom pl kpLOLG, ewg f
judgement

€colvev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s KpLV®
judge

mopvn, ng f prostitute

ootig, Ntig, 6 1L who, which
@BeLpw  corrupt, ruin, destroy
mopvela, o f sexual immorality
éxdlkew avenge, punish

aipo, atoc f blood

doviog, ov m slave, servant
xeLp, xewpog f hand, power

Cf. Deut 32:43.

Verse 3

kol devtepov elpnkav, AAMNAOVIA: kol O
kaTTvog avThg dvopaiver eig Tovg aldvag
TOV alwvov.

OevuTEPOGS, O, OV second; dgvtepov a
second time

glpnkav  Verb, perf act indic, 3 pl heyw

KOITVOS, O m  smoke

avafalve go up, ascend

alwv, alwvog m age, eternity

Cf. Is 34:8-10; Rev 14:11. "The multitude
praises God because the destruction of the
wicked city is absolutely final." Mounce.
Beale suggests that “eternal judgment may be
a partial polemic against the mythical Roma
aeterna (‘eternal Rome”) which was one of the
names of the Roman Empire.”

Verse 4

kal £meoav ol mpeoPUTEPOL Ol £lk0OL
T€0000€ES KOl T Téooapa Lda, Kol
TPooeEKVVNoOV TQ Bed TO kabnuévy £l
@ 0pdvw, Aéyovieg, Aufv, AAMAnlovid.

g¢meoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl muatw
fall, fall down

mpeofutepog, o, ov elder

elkool  twenty

TEOOOPES neut TEOCOOO gen TECOOOWV
four

Cwov, ov n living creature

TPooKvvew  worship

|Cf. 5:6-10.

kaBnuot  sit
Bpovog, ov m throne

"Their words, 'Amen; Hallelujah,' echo the
close of the doxology which marks the end of
Book IV of the Psalter (Ps 106:48)." Mounce.
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Verse 5

Kai gwviy dmo 10D 0pdvov EEf{jAOeV
Myovoa, Alvelte T Bed NUdV, TAVTES OL
doDhotr avtod, [kal] ol gopovuevol avTdv,
ol ukpot kal ol peydot.

olvew praise

The evidence for or against the inclusion of
kal is finely balanced. Ifit is included, the
sense is ‘even’.

pofeoual fear, reverence
utkpog, a, ov little, small

Cf. Ps 115:13. "...believers on earth from
every socio-economic level, and represent[ing]
every stage of spiritual maturity." Mounce.

Day 1237: Revelation 19:6-10

Verse 6

Kol fikovoa O poviy dxhov tolhoD kol
MS WYV VOATWY TOADV KAl O poVIY
Boovidv toyvpdv Aeydvtwy, AMNAOVII,
Ot éBaciievoev khpLog 6 Bedg [MUdV] O
TTOVTOKPATWO.

oylog, ov m seev.l

VOWP, VéaTog n water

Bpovin, ng f thunder

loyvpog, o, ov strong, mighty, powerful
Paolhevw rule, reign

TOVTOKPOTWP, 0pog m  Almighty

Used 9 times of God in Revelation, only once
elsewhere in the NT (2 Cor 6:18).

Verse 7

yolpwuev kol dyaAlduey, kol dSwomuev
v 8OEav adt®, 1L MA0ev 6 yduog tod
apviov, kai 1 yuvn avtod Nroiuaoev
govTv:

¥aLpw rejoice, be glad
dyorhaw be extremely joyful or glad

"The only other place in the NT where these
two verbs are used together is Matthew 5:12
where the cause for rejoicing is given as the
greatness of the heavenly reward awaiting
those who were reviled and persecuted for the
cause of Christ. That reward is now pictured
as a great weddding feast in which the Lamb
and his bride celebrate their union." Mounce.

owowuev  Verb, aor act subj, 1 pl dLdmuL
00ta, ng f glory

yauog, ov m wedding, wedding feast
dpviov, ov n lamb, sheep

yuvn, atkog f woman, wife

Cf. Hos 2:1, 19ff; Isa 54:5-7; Matt 22:11f.;
25:1ff.; Eph 5:32.

¢tolwofw prepare, make ready

"In Biblical times a marriage involved two
major events, the betrothal and the wedding.
These were normally separated by a period of
time during which the two individuals were
considered husband and wife and as such
under obligations of faithfulness. The
wedding began with a procession to the bride's
house, which was followed by a return to the
house of the groom for the marriage feast. By
analogy, the church, espoused to Christ by
faith, now awaits the parousia when the
heavenly groom will come for his bride and
return to heaven for the marriage feast which
lasts throughout eternity." Mounce.

Verse 8

kal £€800n avtfi Tva weppdintol fvoocivov
Aoutpov kabapdv, 1o yap PUooLvov Td
dLkoLwuato TV aylmwv Eotiv.

£€600n  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s d1dmuL
mepLBantor - Verb, aor midd subj, 3 s

meplparlw put on, clothe, dress
fvoowvog, m, ov made of fine linen
haurpog, o, ov bright, shining, fine,
koBapog, o, ov pure, clean

| Contrast the clothing of the harlot in 17:4.

dlkalwua, Tog n righteous deed

"This does not deny the Pauline doctrine of
justification based on the righteous obedience
of Christ (Rom 5:18-19), but suggests that a
transformed life is a proper response to the call
of the heavenly bridegroom." Mounce.
Witherington comments, “This indicates that
the process leading up to the marriage is
synergistic, requiring action by God to make
his people clean but also on the believer’s part
to be prepared through repentance and faith.”

Verse 9

Kai Aéyer pot, T'pdpov: Makdplol ot gig
10 detmvov tol yauov tol dpviov
kekAnuévol. kol Aéyel pot, OOToL ol Adyol
anouvoli tod g0 eiouv.

Note the flexibility of the imagery as the
people of God shift from being the bride to the
guests at the feast.

yodpov Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s y0Q®
write

uakoplog, o, ov blessed, fortunate,
happy

The fourth of seven beatitudes in the
Apocalypse (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6;
22:7,14).

dewtvov, ov n feast, banquet, supper

Cf. Is 25:6-8; Lk 13:29; Mt 26:28-29. Itis an
invitation only affair.
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d\nbiwvoc, m, ov real, genuine, true

Verse 10

kal £meoa Eumpoodev TV TodMV adToD
Tpookuvioal avtd. kai Aéyel uot, Opa
i 0vvdovhdS 0oV glut Kol TV AdeEAp@V
0oV TV £OVIWV TNV nopTUpioy "Inood-
0 Be®d TEOOKHYNOOV. 1| YAO UOOTVELO!
"Inood éotvv O mvedua tiic Tpogntelag.

John mistakenly believes the speaker to be the
Lord.

gmeco. Verb, aor act indic, 1 s mmuttow  fall,
fall down

éurpoobev prep with gen before, in front of

movg, modog m foot

TTPOOKVVEW  worship

Opow see; intrans make sure, see to

Cf. Acts 10:25-26. 6pa. un understands a
following townong — 'Don't do that!" God and
Jesus Christ are alone to receive worship.

ovvdoovrog, ov m fellow-servant
00G, 01, OOV possessive adj. your, yours
uaptvpla, og f testimony, witness

Mounce is of the view that, "As in the
previous occurrences of this phrase (1:2, 9;
12:17), the ‘testimony of Jesus’ is the witness
which was borne by Jesus (subjective
genitive). By his life and death Jesus has
demonstrated to his followers what it means to
bear faithful witness (1:5; 3:14) to the message
revealed by God." The last clause he
understands to mean "the message attested by
Jesus is the essence of prophetic
proclamation."

Day 1238: Revelation 19:11-16

Verse 11

Kal £1d0v 1OV 00pavov fvemyuévov, kal
160V {mmog Aevkde, kal 6 kabjuevog &me
oVTOV [KaAoVuevog] ToTog Kol dAnoivoc,
Kol év dLkaloovvy KEIveL Kal Toleuet.

€ldov  Verb, aor act ind, 1s & 3pl 6paw see

fvewyuévov Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc s &
nnom/acc s GvVOoLyw open

imtmog, ov f horse

Aevkog, m, ov  white

Cf. Ch. 6.

koOnuor  sit, sit down

KaAoVUeVOog is variously positioned in the
MSS. Metzger personally prefers the reading

of 8, moTog Kohovuevog kot dAnoivoc.

motog, M, ov faithful, trustworthy
a\nbiwvog, m, ov real, genuine, true

[Cf.3:14.

dkatoovvn, ng f righteousness
kowvw judge, pass judgement on

|CE. Ps 96:13.

mohepew wage war, fight

Witherington comments, “We must hark back
to the material in 16:12ff., the judgment of the
sixth cup. There we heard of the armies
assembling for Armaggedon (cf. 17:14). Rev
16:15 refers to the coming of the Son like a
thief in the night. Here is the expansion of that
comment, and the battle described should not
be distinguished from the one mentioned in
Rev 16 and 17:14.”

Verse 12

ol 6¢ 0gOaiuol avtod [wg] YAOE TVPAC,
kol €l TV kegolny avtod drodfiuota
TOMG, v Svoua yeypauuivov O ovdeig
otdeV €L w1 ovtde,

@AOE, phoyog f flame

P, og n fire

[CF. 1:14;2:18.

kepaln, ng f head
dLadnua, tog n diadem, crown

"Here is an obvious contrast to the seven

diadems of the dragon (12:3) and the ten

diadems of the beast out of the sea (13:1).

Many crowns indicate unlimited sovereignty."

Mounce.

OVouo, T0Og n name

veypauuévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc & n
nom/acc s ypo@w write

ovdeLg, ovdeuLa, ovdev  no one, nothing

Some think this a reference to the
tetragrammon, YHWH, a name too holy to
pronounce. Others think the name is 'Lord' cf.
Phil 2:9-11, while some that it is 'Jesus'. The
name may be symbolic, expressing the mystery
of his person. Swete says that, apart from the
Father, only the Son can understand the
mystery of his own being (cf. Matt 11:27).

Verse 13

kol epiBefrnuévog tudtiov fefouuévov

atportt, kob kékkntor 1o dvoua avtod O

AOyog toh Beod.

mepBefAnuévog  Verb, perf pass ptc, m nom
s meplailw put on, clothe, dress

ipatiov, ov n garment, clothing, robe

Befaupévov  Verb, perf pass ptc, m acc & n
nom/acc s foarttw dip

Many MSS read ¢ppovtiouevov (‘sprinkled’)
rather than Befauugvov.

aipo, atog f blood
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Cf. Is 63:1-6. Reddish suggests that since the
battle has not yet been fought, the blood is that
of Christ himself. Witherington responds,
“The combination of the warrior image that
echoes Isaiah and the Word image, as we shall
see, does not favour the interpretation of the
blood being Christ’s own.” Mounce writes,
"The blood-stained garments of the Messiah
symbolise his victory in the coming conflict."
kékAntar  Verb, perf pass indic, 3 s kKolew
Cf. Jn. 1:1. The picture here is of one who
executes God's decree, the one through whom
the word of God proves living and active (cf.
Heb 4:12). He is the one through whom
judgment is declared upon the nations.

Verse 14
Kal Td 0TpaTeEVUOTO [Td] £V T 0Vpovd
NkorovBeL avTd £pe TrtmoLg Aevkols,
gvoeduuevol YooLvov AEVKOV Kabapov.
oTPOTEVUO, TOG n troops, soldiers, army
dkolovbew follow, accompany
gvoeduvuévol  Verb, perf midd ptc, m nom pl
évdvw dress, clothe; midd wear
fvoowvog, m, ov  made of fine linen
kabapog, o, ov pure, clean
"Normally one would think of a heavenly
army as composed of angels (cf. Mt 26:53...),
but the parallel in Revelation 17:14 in which
those who battle on the Lamb's side are
designated 'called and chosen and faithful'
would indicate that the martyrs (those who
have remained faithful unto death) should be
included as well. Apparently, the armies had
no part in the actual battle, although later (in
vs. 19) the armies of Antichrist make war
'against him that sat upon the horse and against
his army." It is the sword of the Messiah that
smites the enemy (vss. 15,21), and his garment
alone is dipped in blood." Mounce.

Verse 15

kal €k 10D otduatog avtod Ekmopevetal

pougata 0Eeta, tva év adTh matdEn T

£0vn, kal a0TOC TOLUOVEL aDTOVG €V

OABdW oLdNEQ: Kal adTOg TATET THV ANvov

100 olvov 10D Bvuod 1fic dpyfig Toh Beob

100 TOVTOKPATOPOG.

otoua, Tog n mouth

gKITOPEVOUAL GO or come out

oougara, ag f sword

0Evg, €1a, v sharp

[Cf. 1:16; 2:12,16. |

TaTdEN  Verb, aor act subj, 3 s TOTAOOW
strike, strike down

|CF. Is.11:3-4; 2 Thess 2:8. |

mowpavel  Verb, fut act indic, 3 s woluaLvew
tend as a shepherd, rule

papdog, ov f stick, rod, sceptre

odnpovg, a, ovv made of iron

|Cf. Ps 2:8-9.

matew trample

Avog, ov f wine press
oivog, ov m wine

Bvuog, ov m anger, rage, fury
opyn, nc f wrath, anger

Cf. Is 63:1-4.

TAVTOKPOTWP, 0pog m  Almighty

Cf. 14:19-20. "Any view of God which
eliminates judgement and his hatred of sin in
the interest of an emasculated doctrine of
sentimental affection finds no support in the
strong and virile realism of the Apocalypse."
Mounce.

Verse 16

kol &xer éml TO dTov kol €l TOV uneov
avtod Gvoua yeypauuévov: Baotheng
BaolAéwv kal KVPLOG KVuplwv.

lpotov, ov n see v.13
unpog, ov m thigh

Mounce suggests that the meaning is 'on his
garment where it falls across his thigh'.

YeEYOOUUEVOY  see v.12
faotheve, ewg m  king

"This name emphasises the universal
sovereignty of the warrior Christ in his
eschatological triumph over all the enemies of
God. The title, as it occurs here and elsewhere
in Scripture (Rev 17:14; 1 Tim 6:15; Dan
2:47), goes back to Moses' declaration to
Israel, 'The Lord your God is God of gods and
Lord of lords' (Deut 10:17)." Mounce.

Day 1239: Revelation 19:17-21

Verse 17

Kal €ldov éva dyyehov £otdra év 10
NAlw, kal Ekpagev [¢v] pwvij ueydin
AMywv ooy 1otg dpvEoLg TOLS TTETOUEVOLS
¢v ueoovpovijuartt, Aedte ovuvayonte ig 10
detmvov 10 uéya tod Beod,

elg, wa, €v gen €vog, ULaG, EVOg one

£€0tdTa.  Verb, perf act ptc, n nom/acc pl
totnue stand

Niog, ov m the sun

kpalw cry out, call out

opveov, ov n bird

setopor  fly

uecovpavnua, Tog n mid-heaven, high in
the sky
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oevte adv. come (of command or
exhortation)

ovvayOnte Verb, pres pass imperat, 2 pl
ovvayw gather, gather together,
assemble

oewtvov, ov n feast, banquet

Verse 20

Cf. Ezek 39:17-20. "The supper of God
presents a grim contrast to the marriage feast
of the Lamb." Mounce.

kol €midodn 1o Onplov kol uete avtod 6
Pevdompogrtng O Tojoog T onueta
gvomov avtod, év olg mhdvnoey Tovg
MapovTag 16 xdpayua tod Onplov kal Tovg
mpookvvodvtag Tf elkdve avtol: Thvieg
EpAOMoay ot dvo eig TV Aiuvny 1o
VP0G Thg Kotouévng év Belw.

Verse 18

{va paynte odpkag foothémv kol odpkog
YAMAEYWV Kol 0GpKag LoyvedV Kol
obpkog (Tmwv kol TOV koOnuévwv e
oVTOV Kol 0Gpkag TAVTWVY EAeVOEpwVY TE
Kol QOVAWV Kol ULKOOV KAl ueydhwyv.

@aynte  Verb, aor act subj, 2 pl ¢06uw eat

00pE, oopkog f  flesh

Baothevs, ewg m King

¥LALOPY0G, oV m commander (a high
ranking military officer generally in charge
of 600-1000 men), high ranking officer

loyvpog, a, ov strong, mighty, powerful

ttmog, ov f horse

koOnuot  sit

ghevbepoc, a, ov free, free person

te and, and so; te kot and also

doviog, ov m slave, servant

uLkpog, a, ov little, small, insignificant

Witherington comments, “The great battle of
Armaggedon proves to be a one-sided affair.
The rider simply seizes the Beast and the false
prophet and casts them into the lake of fire.
Though the armies had assembled for a battle,
it turned out to be an execution... Christ merely
speaks the judgment against these opponents.
There is no real struggle here perhaps because
the victory has already been won through the
death and resurrection of Jesus, and perhaps
also because John is emphasising the power
and sovereignty of Christ.”

¢mLdoBn  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s Lalw
seize
PYevdompogntns, ov m false prophet

Cf. Ezek 39:17-20. "In the final conflict no
preference will be given to rank or station.
The bodies will lie on the field of battle to be
devoured by birds of prey. To remain
unburied for the pleasure of the predators was
considered by the ancients to be an
ignominious fate. The scene is one of
universal dishonour and destruction."”
Mounce.

"The beast is the personification of secular
power in its opposition to the church. The
false prophet represents the role of false
religion is persuading man to worship the
antichristian power (cf. ... on 13:1,11)."
Mounce.

Verse 19

Kol €idov 10 Onplov kal Tovg faotiels Tig
vfig Kol T4 oTPATEVUATO ADTOV CUVYUEVOL
molfjoal TOV TOAEUOV UETA TOD KaONUEVOD
i tol {mrwov kal petd tod oTpaTEVUOTOg
avtoD.

onueLwov, ov n miraculous sign, sign

évwrmov prep with gen before

mhavaw lead astray, mislead, deceive

xopoyuo, Tog n mark, stamp, image

TPEOOKUVEW  worship

eikwv, ovog f likeness, image, statue

Caw live, be alive

gPAONoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
fariw throw

Ovo gen & acc dvo dat dvowv two

auvn, ng f lake

P, og n fire

Onprov, ov n animal, beast

oTpATEVNO, TOS n troops, soldiers, army

ovvnyuévo  Verb, perf pass ptc, n nom/acc pl
ovvayw seev.17

Cf. 16:13-16.

molfjoor  Verb, aor act infin mwolew
TTOAEWOG, OV m wair, battle

"Although the actual word Gehenna (an
abbreviation for 'valley of the son of Hinnom'")
was the name given to the valley lying to the
south and west of Jerusalem (the modern Wadi
er Rababi). As the site of a cultic shrine
where human sacrifices were offered (2 Kings
16:3; 23:10; Jer 7:31), it acquired an unholy
reputation. Because of prophetic denunciation
of this place of terrible wickedness (Jer 7:32;
19:6), it came to be equated with the hell of
final judgement in apocalyptic literature. In
NT times Gehenna was a place of fire and the
abode of the wicked dead (Mt 5:22; Mk
9:43)." Mounce.

kaww light, keep burning, burn
BeLov, ov n sulphur, brimstone
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"A lake of burning brimstone would not only
be intensely hot, but malodorous and foetid as
well. It is an appropriate place for all that is
sinful and wicked in the world. The Antichrist
and the false prophet are its first inhabitants.
Later the devil (20:10), Death and Hades
(20:14), and all evil men (21:8) will join them
in this place of ceaseless torment." Mounce.
Witherington adds, “Of course, this image
cannot be taken literally, but it should be taken
seriously. Hell is viewed as a place of
torment, not of comfort for the lost. Itisa
place where one experiences the absence of
the presence of God forever, with no remedy.
No literal lake of fire could approximate that
horror. It appears that John views hell as a
place of eternal punishment, not annihilation.”

Day 1240: Revelation 20:1-6

Verse 21

kal ol houol dmektdvOnoav &v T
pougaig Tod kabnuévov érl 100 Trmov T
£€ehBovon ¢k 10D otduatog avtod, Kal
mavto o Spvea Exoptdodnoav ék Tdv
OOPKMOV OVTOV.

Aoutog, M, ov rest, remaining, other

dmektdvOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
amokteLvo Kill, put to death

oougata, ag f sword

¢€ehBovorn  Verb, aor act ptc, f dat s
£Egpyouat

otoua, T0¢ n mouth

"The sword is the proclamation of divine
retribution that slays all who have in the final
alignment of loyalties arrayed themselves
against God and the forces of righteousness."
Mounce.

0pVEOV, OV n see v.17
yoptolw feed, satisfy

Witherington writes, “Certainly Rev 20 is the
most controversial portion of the book of
Revelation. Two contextual issues need to be
considered before we look in depth at the first
six verses. First, this material must be viewed
in the light of its immediate context in
Revelation itself. The sequence of preliminary
judgment, millennium, final judgment, new
heaven and new earth in Rev 19-22 must be
taken seriously. Second, the larger context of
Jewish literature, including intertestamental
literature, which has to do with the fate of
fallen angels and the Devil, needs to be kept in
view.” Witherington cites and briefly
considers Isa 24:21ff.; Dan 7 and Ezek 36-39.
He comments, “It is important to keep the
entire flow of Ezek 36-39 in view. Ezekiel’s
vision of ‘death valley’ has to do with the
corporate revival of a spiritually dead people,
using the concept of bodily resurrection, and
the hope is for a restoration of Israel to the
holy land with a new David ruling over them.
After an unspecified amount of time, the
rebellion of Gog from Magog (apparently a
region in Ezekiel) is followed by the promise
of the New Jerusalem with a new temple under
paradisical-like conditions. There is little
reason to doubt that the flow of events
recounted in Ezek 36-39 is being followed to
some degree in Rev 20-21, though the imagery
and details are freely modified.”

Building on Witherington’s comments, but
producing a rather different construction, it
may be helpful to consider also the
Babylon/Rome analogy in Revelation. May
not John be picturing the fall of Rome, the
great persecutor of the church in his day, along
with the peace that might follow. The
subsequent release of Satan followed by his
final defeat is John’s method (patterned on
Ezekiel) of asserting that whatever further
powers arise they will at last finally and
definitively be overthrown and destroyed
before God brings in his new Jerusalem/ new
creation.

Witherington also comments, “Since we know
that John has earlier drawn on the Babylonian
legends either directly or indirectly ... it is of
some relevance that Tiamat, the chaos
monster, was imprisoned and then released
again at the end of time, where it is defeated
once for all by Marduk, the god of light.”
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Finally, it may be helpful to note the comment
by Giblin, “In terms of clock-and-calendar
time, of course, the end of Babylon and all
other adversaries will take place
simultaneously in an instant. Apocalyptic,
however, requires sequences of particular
visions in order adequately to present its
theology. For it has no alternative to spelling
out its relatively ‘pre-conceptual’ theology in
images, especially such as will move its
readers to religious awe and a keenly felt hope
for salvation.”

Verses 1-3

Witherington comments, “Rev 20:1-3 is
transitional. In a sense 20:1-3 is the climax of
the material in Rev 19, for here the third
member of the unholy trinity, the Devil, is
finally dealt with, as the false prophet and the
Beast were in Rev 19. Like both of them,
Satan is seized and cast somewhere.”

Verse 1

Kol €idov dyyerov katafoivovta €k Tod
ovpavol, &xovta TV khelv Tfic dfvocou
kol Ghvowy peydhny i v xelpa avtod.

Probably the same angel as the one who, in Ch
9, released the demonic locusts by opening the
shaft of the Abyss.

kotafalve come or go down, descend
kAelg, ewdog f key

dpvooog, ov f abyss, underworld
dlvoig, ewg f chain

xevp, xewpog f hand

Verse 2

Kal £kpdtnoev TOv dpdkovta, O dgLg O
apyalog, Oc oty ALdporog kal O
Satovag, kal £dnoev avtov yila 1,

kpotew hold, hold fast, seize
opakmwv, ovtog m dragon

ogLe, ewg m snake, serpent
dpyaLog, o, ov old, ancient
oLaforog, ov m the devil
Zatavog, o the Adversary, Satan

Witherington comments, “Beasley-Murray
notes how the various names of Satan relate to
his various roles. As the Dragon, he is the
primeval foe of heaven (remember the echo of
the Tiamat story). As the Serpent, he is the
deceiver of humanity from the beginning. He
is called Ha Satan or the Devil because he has
been the accuser of believers ever since the
fall.”

dtw bind, tie
¥lALot, at, o thousand
£t Noun, nom & acc pl £t0g, ovg n year

Cf. vv 7-10. Amillennial writers such as
Hendriksen view this as a picture of the
current Gospel age in which Satan's powers
are limied and he is unable to prevent the
growth of the kingdom of God. Such verses as
Mt 12:29; Lk 19:17-18; Jn 13:31; Col 2:15 are
cited in support of this view. Millennial
writers believe this refers to the millennium,
the period of Christ's reign on earth during
which Satan is completely inactive.
Arguments over such interpretations tend often
to be over-simplistic and fail to pay enough
attention to the literary context and
background (see the introductory comments to
this chapter above).

Verse 3

kal #Bokev aToOV ic TV GFVoCOV Kol
gkhetoev kal ¢ogpdyloev £mdvew avtod (va
un havion €Tt Ta €0vn dypt Teheodf T
yihva gt uetd tadta 8t Avbfivar ovtov
ULKEOV yodvoVv.

kAheww shut, shut up, lock

oppayllw seal, secure with a seal

g¢mavw prep with gen. on, upon, over

mhavaw lead astray, mislead, deceive

¢ty still, yet, any more

dypt prep and conj until, as far as

tehew complete, finish, fulfill

OeL impersonal verb it is necessary, must

MBfival  Verb, aor pass infin Avw  loose,
untie, release, set free

utkpov adv a little while, a little further

¥xpovog, ov m time, period of time

Witherington comments, “As Caird says, we
are hereby warned about the resiliency of evil
in this world. It will never be entirely
eliminated before the new heavens and the
new earth.”

Verse 4

Koai €idov Bpdvoue, kol €kdOioav &
avtovg, kal kptpa £€860m avtole, kal Tdg
PYuydg TV memelekLouévwy dud TV
uaptvplov Incod kot dud Tov Adyov tod
0£00, kal oltiveg oV TPOTEKIVIOOV TO
Onptov o0dE v eikdva avtod Kol ovk
Ehapov 10 ydpoyua éml To pétwmov kol
€Tl TNV xelpa otV Kkal £Enoav kal
¢paotievooy petd tod Xprotod yilva €.

Cf. Dan 7:9-14, which seems to shape the
picture here.

Bpovog, ov m throne
kaBLLw sit down, sit
kolua, Tog n judgement

[Cf. 1 Cor 6:2-3.

£€600n  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s d1dmuL
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Yoy, ng f self, life, 'soul’
memeheklopuévwv  Verb, perf pass pte, gen pl
mehekllw  behead

This final phrase continues the thought of v.4. |

The connection between those seated on the
thrones, those beheaded for their witness to the
gospel and those who resisted the worship of
the beast is not clear. Comparison with 1 Cor
6:2-3 may suggest that all those who resisted
worship of the beast are seated on thrones
while at the same time the focus is particularly
upon those who were martyred for their
testimony — though put to death, they yet live
and reign with Christ.

Verse 6

UakdpELog kol dylog 6 Exwv uépog év T
dvaotdoel Tff TowTy® €l TOVTWV O
devTePog Bdvatog ovk Exer éEovolav, dAAe
goovtou tepelg ToD OBgod kot Tod Xprotol,
kal faotievoovory pets avtod [td] xilo
€.

uaptvpla, og f testimony, witness
ootig, Mg, 6 v who, which
mpookuvew  worship

Onplov, ov n animal, beast

elkwv, ovog f likeness, image, statue
xapayuo, tog n mark, stamp, image
uetwmov, ov n forehead

Caw live, be alive

uakaplog, o, ov blessed, fortunate,
happy

aylog, o, ov holy

UEPOS, ovg n part

dvetepog, o, ov  second

Bavatog, ov m death

Ladd says that the meaning given to this verb
lies at the heart of the millennial question.
Premillennialists translate it "they came back
to life again" (cf. v.6), while Amillennialists
"they lived".

Witherington argues from the parallel with
Rev 2:8 that the reference is to bodily
resurrection. Cf. also v 5.

"The second death is defined in 20:14 and 21:8
as being cast into the lake that burns with fire
and brimstone. It is to share the eternal fate of
the devil, the beast, and the false prophet
(19:20; 20:10, 14-15), which is to endure
torment day and night for ever and ever
(20:10)." Mounce.

¢Eovowa, ag f authority, power
g¢oovtal  Verb, fut indic, 3 pl eiul
lepevg, ewg m  priest
Baolhevw rule, reign

|CF. Ex 19:6; 1 Peter 2:5,9; Rev 1:6; 5:10.

Paotkevw rule, reign

Supplementary Note

Though a millennialist himself, Mounce
provides helpful insight into the origins of
millennial views. "In earlier times the Jews
pictured a messianic kingdom which would
last on the present earth forever (Isa 11:10-16;
65:20-25; Dan 7:14,27). Under the influence
of dualism there developed from about 100 BC
onward an increasing pessimism about this
earth as a proper place for such a glorious
period... Charles says that the millennium is
really 'a late and attenuated form of the old
Jewish expectation of an eternal Messianic
Kingdom on the present earth'."

Verse 5

ol hourol T®V vekp®dVv ok EEnoov dypet
TeAeoOf Ta il ETn. avn 1 dvdotaoig M
TOWTN.

Aoutog, m, ov rest, remaining, other
vekpog, o, ov dead

Caw live, be alive

dypL seev.3

TEAEW see V.3

dvaotaolg, ewg f resurrection, raising up
mpwtog, 1, ov first
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