Reading The Greek New Testament

Week 249: Revelation 20:7-21:14

Notes on the Greek New Testament
Week 249 — Revelation 20:7-21:14

Day 1241: Revelation 20:7-10

Verses 7-10

Verse 9

Verses 7-10 echo the cataclysmic battle of
Ezekiel 38-39. Mounce says, "It is worth
noting that in Ezekiel and Revelation the
assault follows the period of the messianic
kingdom. In Ezekiel 36-37 Israel is restored to
the land; then comes the warfare in chapters 38
and 39. This is followed by a portrayal of the
eternal state under the figure of a rebuilt
temple in the New Jerusalem (chaps. 40-48)."

kal avépnoov €l 10 mhdrog Tfic vig kot
gkVKAevoay TNV TaPEUSOMYV TOV aytwv
Kol TV TTOALY TNV Ryostuévny. Kal Kotépn
ndp ék Tod ovpovod kal Katégayev
avtovg

avafalve go up, come up
mAatog, ovg n breadth, width

Cf. Hab 1:6 where a similar expression is used
of the invading Chaldeans.

Verse 7

éxOkhevoav  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
kvkhow surround, gather round
mapeuPoAin, ng f barracks; camp; army

Kai dtov teheodfi ta xihia £11, Avbroeta
6 Zartovdg £k tfic pulokic avtoD,

otov when

TeENEW see v.3

Mo  see v.3

@ulakn, ng f prison, imprisonment

Verse 8

"The camp of the saints is to be understood in
the OT sense of the Israelite encampments
during their wilderness wanderings (Ex 14:19f;
Num 2:2ff; Deut 23:14). It is a reminder that
while on earth the people of God will always
be pilgrims in a foreign land." Mounce.

kol €EelevoeTan whavioal T £0vn T €v
Talg Té000p0Lv Yoviolg The viig, TOv Twy
Kol Moywy, ouvoyoyety ovtovg eig TOv
orepov, OV 6 dpUdC adTOV KOG 1 dunog
thg Baidoong.

moAlg, ewg f  city, town
fNyosmuévny  Verb, perf pass ptc, facc s
dyamaw love, show love for

¢Eehevoetol  Verb, fut midd dep indic, 3 s
£EgpyouaL

TAQVOW see v.3

TEOO0PES neut TEOOOPO gen TECONOWV
four

yovia, ag f corner

The pictures of a camp for pilgrim people and
a beloved city seem incongruous.
Witherington suggests that the latter “is
another way of speaking of the society or the
saints who are attacked.” However, there may
also be echoes of OT history concerning
attacks on Jerusalem.

"Gog and Magog are symbolic figures
representing the nations of the world which
band together for a final assault upon God and
his people." Mounce. Witherington quotes
Reddish who writes concerning Gog and
Magog, “Clearly they do not represent two
specific nations or peoples, for John locates
them ‘at the four corners of the earth’ and says
‘they are as numerous as the sands of the sea’.’

1)

kotofalve come or go down, descend

mvp, og n fire

kotégayev Verb, aor act indic, 3 s
koteoOuw eat up, devour

Cf. 2 Kings 1; Ezek 38:22; 39:6. Witherington
comments, “Just when things look bleak, God
sends down fire from heaven to consume the
evil ones (cf. Ezek 39:6). This amounts to
taking the Devil and his minions and throwing
them into the lake of fire to be tormented
forever (vs 10).”

ovvayayetv  Verb, aor infin cuvoyw
gather, gather together, assemble

TTOAEUOG, OV m war, battle

apbuog, ov m number, total

auuog, ov f sand

Balaooa, ng f sea

Verse 10

kal 0 dudforog O mhavdv avtovg AN
glg TV Muvny 100 upog kal Betov, dmov
kal T Onplov kal 6 Pevdompowntng, Kal
Boaoaviodioovial UEPAS Kal VUKTOS Elg
TOVC aldvag TV aiwvmv.

dtaforog, ov m the devil

gPAMON  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s folw
throw, throw down

auvn, ng £ see 19:20

Oelov, ov n see 19:20
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omov adv. where

Onplov, ov n see 19:19

Pevdompopnng, ov m see 19:20

BacavioOjoovtal  Verb, aor pass subj, 3 pl
pfacavitw torment

vug, vuktog f night

alwv, alwvog m age, eternity

Cf. Is 4:3; Dan 12:1; Mal 3:6; Rev 3:5; 17:18;
21:27.

ékpiOnoav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl kpLvw
judge, pass judgement on

veypauuévwy  Verb, perf pass ptc, gen pl
yoopw write

"Following the great white throne judgement,
Death, Hades, and all whose names are not
found in the book of life are to be cast into the
same fiery grave (20:14-15; cf. 14:10)."
Mounce.

Day 1242: Revelation 20:11-15

Verse 11

Cf. Rom 2:6; 1 Peter 1:17. Witherington
comments, “There are two books that settle the
issue — the book of deeds and the book of life.
We have an image of God fairly reviewing all
the deeds of a person’s life. God will not be
unjust in his judgment, for he will take
everything into account.”

Verse 13

Kal £1d0v 0pdvov puéyav Aevkov Kol Tov
kaOquevov €te adtdv, o0 dmd Tod
TPOOWITOV Euyey N Yij Kol 6 oVpavog, Kai
1éIm0g 0VY £VPEON avTOolS.

kol £dwkev 1 OGhaooo Tovg VEKPOVS TOVS
év avTfi, kol 6 Bdvatog kai O Gong Edwkov
TOVG VEKPOVG TOVS £V aVTOlS, Kol
gkpiOnoav €kaotog kotd T Epya adTOV.

Bpovog, ov m throne

Aevkog, m, ov  white, shining

koOnuor  sit, sit down

Tpoowov, ov n face, appearance,
presence

gevyw flee, run away from

Tomog, ov m place

gVPEON  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 s €0PLOKW
find, discover

g€dwkev  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s SLdwpuL
Balaooa, ng f sea

Witherington comments, “The dead from the
sea are likely to be mentioned separately
because of ancient beliefs that those not
properly buried did not make it to Sheol or the
land of the dead called Hades (see Achilles
Tatius 5.16.2).”

Witherington comments, “The prospect of
judgment causes the earth metaphorically to
shrink or even flee in fear. But fleeing is of no
use. There is nowhere to run and nowhere to
hide.”

Bavatog, ov m death
aong, ov m Hades, the world of the dead
£K00TOC, 1, OV each, every

Emphasises the universal nature of the
judgement — no-one can escape.

Verse 14

Verse 12

Kol €600V TOVg vekpovg, ToUS neydAovg
KOl TOUS ULKPoVs, £0TMTOS EVITLov ToD
0pdvov, kal BLpiia fvoiyxdnoav: kai GAho
BuBriov fvoixOn, 6 Eotiv Thig Cwfic kal
gxplOnoav ol vekpol £k TAV YEYPOUUEVOV
év 101 BLPAiog katd T Epya avTdv.

kal O Bdvartog kai 6 Gdng ¢pAfOnoav eig
v AMpvny 1ol mupde. ovtog 6 BGvaTog O
deVTePde oLy, 1) AMuvn tod mvpdc.

gpAONOav  Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
farliw throw

auvn, ng f see 19:20; 20:10

deutePOg, o, ov  second

VEKPOG, 0, ov dead

wkpog, o, ov little, small, insignificant

got®Tag Verb, perfact ptc, m acc pl loTnut
stand

évwrLov prep with gen before

No one is so important as to be immune from
judgment, and no one is so unimportant as to
make judgment inappropriate.” Mounce.

BLpAtov, ov n book, scroll

fvoiybnoov Verb, aor pass indic, 3 pl
dvolyw open

a\hog, , o another, other

Com, ng f life

Cf. 20:6.

"Death is the last enemy to be destroyed (cf. 1
Cor 15:54-55). Coupled with Hades (that
'grim receptacle of death's prey'; Moffatt...), it
symbolises the effects of sin and wickedness
that entered the world through the sin of the
first man (Rom 5:12). In a great psalm of
thanksgiving the prophet Isaiah declares that
God 'will swallow up death for ever' (Isa 25:8).
The last vestige of sin's unlawful hegemony is
cast into the lake of fire." Mounce.
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Verse 15

kol € TLg ovy e0PEON év Tf PiPIw Thig
Cwfic yeypauuévog A0 eig tv Aluvnv
T0D TMVPAC.

evPLOn seev.11

Witherington comments, “Presumably the
book of life is opened because believers are
also present on this occasion, and though their
deeds may fall short, they are not cast into the
lake of fire because they have believed in the
Lamb and the life he gives.”

"In Matthew 25:41 Jesus indicated that the
eternal fire was prepared for the devil and his
angels. In the final judgement all whose
names do not appear in the book of life will
share their fate." Mounce.

Day 1243: Revelation 21:1-4

Verse 1

Kol €00V 00povov kawvov kal Yiv kawviv:
O Y TEMTOC 0VPAVOS KAl 1 TEWTN Y
amirOav, kai 1 0Ghacoo ovk EoTLv £TL.

KOLVOG, 1), OV New

Cf. Is 65:17; 2 Peter 3:10-13 also Rom 8:19-
22. "Ladd emphasises that Biblical thought —
in contrast to Greek dualism in which salvation
consists of the flight of the soul from the
earthly and transitory to the spiritual and
eternal — 'always places man on a redeemed
earth, not in a heavenly realm removed from
earthly existence'." Mounce.

Witherington similarly quotes Boesak
(Comfort and Protest) who writes on John’s
use of Isa 65-66, “Isaiah’s imagery is
profoundly earthly, and such also is John’s
intention. There is no reason for us to believe
that John is intentionally transporting Isaiah’s
vision into another world to come. The
concern of the Apocalypse is not so much the
creation of another world (a ‘next world’) into
which the church is called to escape. The
whole point of John’s writing is that it is this
world, in this human history, that the power of
the Lord will be seen. It is for this reason that
the triumphant church is not transported into
the new Jerusalem, transported into the next
world, but that the new Jerusalem comes down
out of heaven.”

Boesak also writes “There must be a new
earth. This earth — raped, robbed, torn, filled
with anger and revenge, with hurt and pain —
cannot and should not remain. This earth had
been the dwelling place of the Beast, the false
prophet of the Beast who came out of the sea.
It was the throne of Babylon, the great harlot.
This earth had given refuge to the murderers of
the saints of God but became, by the same
token, the arena of the suffering and death of
God’s children. It was never ‘home’ for them
... Indeed, in the experience of the little people
of God, the earth belonged to the mighty and
the powerful who claimed it for themselves,
and they were the enemies, the killers of those
who sought to remain faithful to Jesus Christ.
So this earth should be no more... Normal is
no longer hiding in the night, leaving loved
ones behind and fighting with the wild beasts
for the enjoyment of the Beast. What is
normal now is walking in the light of God and

living from the fruits of the tree of life.”
Witherington sums up this point when he

writes, “John would be frustrated with the way
that Revelation has often been used,
particularly his heavenly worship scenes, to
inculcate a theology of Christian life and
worship that justifies a dematerialised,
dehistoricised spirituality. For John, salvation
must happen in space and time or not at all,
precisely because sin and evil are historical
problems that plague human history. The
atonement must be made on earth, and the
resurrection must come forth from earth.
Eternal life begins here and now, not then and
later in heaven. Otherwise God’s sovereignty,
justice, and redemption are not demonstrated
in the realm where they need to be
demonstrated — on earth. No such
demonstrations are required in heaven. John,
with other early Christians, prayed, ‘thy
kingdom come on earth’ and assured his
audience that, at the end, ‘the kingdoms of this
world will become the kingdoms of our God
and of his Christ’.”

mpwtocg, M, ov first, earlier

amfiMov  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
ATTEQYOUAL

Baloooa, ng f sea

¢ty still, yet, any more
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Having surveyed various views concerning the
disappearance of the sea, including mythical
allusions, Mounce concludes, "Swete is closer
to the truth when he says that the sea
disappears because 'in the mind of the writer it
is associated with ideas which are at variance
with the character of the New Creation.' ...
Isaiah compares the wicked to the tossing of
the sea which cannot rest, whose waters toss
up mire and dirt (Is 57:20). It was out of the
sea that the beast who blasphemed God and
made war on the saints had arisen (Rev 13:1,
6-7)."

Israel was not a seafaring nation.

Verse 2

Kal TV oAy Tv dyiav Tepovookiu
Kouviy €100V kotafatvovoov ék oD
ovpavol Ao tol 0g0l, HToLUAoUEVNV (Mg
VOGNV KEKOOUNUEVIV TG GvOPL aVThg.

ToALlg, ewg f city

Cf. Gal 4:26; Heb 11:10; 12:22; 13:14; Phil
3:20; Rev 3:12. Beasley-Murray notes that
"Revelation as a whole may be characterised
as A Tale of Two Cities, with the sub-title, The
Harlot and the Bride."

katofatvovoav Verb, pres act pte, facc s
katofalve come down, descend

gtownalw prepare, make ready

vouen, ng f bride

kekoounuévny  Verb, perf pass ptc, facc s
koouew adorn, decorate, put in order

avnp, dvdépog m man, husband

The picture is of the redeemed community. It
comes down from heaven because it is not the
construction of man but the creation of God.
"The consummation of the Christian hope is
supremely social. It is no 'flight of the alone to
the Alone' but life in the redeemed community
of heaven." Hunter.

Verse 3

Kol fikovoa gwviic ueyding ¢k told Opdvou
Aeyovong, 160U 1) oknvi) tol 0ol petd
TOV AvOPOITWV, KOl OKNVWOEL UET® AVTOV,
kal avtol Aaol ovtod Eoovtal, kol avtdg
6 0£0¢ uets aVTOV £otat, [adTdV 08dg,]

Bpovog, ov m throne
oknvn, ng f tabernacle, dwelling place
oknvow live, dwell

Cf. Jn 1:14.

A0og, ov m people

It is extremely difficult to decide between the
readings oot and Aaog — the evidence is
finely balanced. The UBS Committee chose
Mool chiefly on the basis of “slightly superior
manuscript evidence” (Metzger).
Witherington also argues for the plural as
John’s representation of the many peoples
redeemed by the Lamb “i.e. Jews and various
Gentile ethnic groups as well.” (cf. Jn 10:16).
The singular is an attempt to conform the text
to the imagery of the OT.

goovtoL  Verb, fut indic, 3 pl iyt
gotar  Verb, fut indic, 2's eiut

The consummation of Immanuel and the
fulfilment of the covenant promise of Lev
26:11-12; cf. Jer 31:33; Ezek 37:27; Zech 8:8.

Verse 4

kol €Eadelpel mdv ddkpvov ék TdOV
OPOaAUDY adTOV, kol 6 Bdvatog ovk
gotan €11, ovte mévOog olte Kpowyr olite
ndvog ovk Fotal L [OTL] T TEOTO
AmfirOov.

¢Eolepw  wipe away or out,
dakpvov, ov n tear (asin weeping)
Bavatog, ov m death

| Sin and all its effects are banished.

étL seev.l

ovte not, neither

mevBog, ovg n mourning, SOrrow
kpovyn, ng f shout, cry

Tovog, ov m  pain, suffering; hard work

Cf. Is 35:10; 65:19.

mpwtog, M, ov first, earlier
amfiMov  Verb, aor act indic, 3 pl
ATTEQYOUAL

Witherington comments, “All the things that
were the result of the fall will be wiped out.
These conditions were promised to the martyrs
in Rev 7:17, and here they are seen as realised.
The new order will be a place for endless life,
joy, celebration, and love.”

Day 1244: Revelation 21:5-8

Verse 5

Kol elmev 6 kadrjuevog &l 1) 0pdvw,
"I60N koLvd TToLd TdvTa. Kol Aéyel,
Todpov, 8TL oTOL 0L AdyoL TLoTOL Kal
aknOuvol eiowv.

koOnuot - sit
Bpovog, ov m throne
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Cf. Is 65:17. "The transformation which Paul
saw taking place in the lives of believers (2
Cor 3:18; 4:16-18; 5:16-17) will have its
counterpart on a cosmic scale when a totally
new order will replace the old order marred by
sin." Mounce.

yodpov Verb, aor act imperat, 2 s yPOL.Q®
write

motog, m, ov faithful, trustworthy

dAnbuwvog, 1, ov real, genuine, true

Verse 6

kol elmév pot, Téyovav. éym [elun] TO
Ahgo. kol 1O "Q, 1) doyn kal 1O Téhoc. fyw
O SPdOVTL dwow gk Thg mnyfig Tob
Vdatog Thig Cwfig dwpedv.

véyovav Verb, perfact indic, 3 pl yLvouou

‘It is done’, ‘it has come to pass’ — maybe even
‘it is finished’. ‘“Not merely the completed
work of Christ on the cross is in view, as in
John 19, but the completion of the entire
historical and redemptive process. Yet this
ending is but a new beginning. It is only the
old order of things that has passed away.”
Witherington.

apyn, ng f beginning, origin
TeAOC, ovg n end, conclusion

"That God is the beginning refers not only to
the fact that he was first in point of time ... but
also that he is the source and origin of all
things. He is the end in the sense that he
constitutes their goal and aim (as in 1 Tim 1:5;
Rom 10:4)." Mounce. As Witherington puts
it, “He is the beginner and ender of things.”

onpoaw be thirsty, thirst for

|Cf. Ps 42:1; 36:9; 63:1; Is 55:1.

0wow Verb, fut act indic, 1 s dLdwuUL
mnyn, ng f spring, fountain; well
VOwp, véatog n water

Com, ng f life

dwpeav without cost, freely

|Cf. Jer 2:13; Ps 36:9; Jn 4:14; 7:37.

Verse 7

O VIK®V kAnpovounoel Tadta, kol Ecouat
avTd 0e0g Kkal avTOg £0TOL HoL VoG,

ViKOow conqguer, overcome

|Cf. 2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21.

kAnpoovouew receive, inherit
goopol  see v.3

|Cf. Gen 17:7; 2 Sam 7:14; Gal 3:26,29; 4:7.

Verse 8

tolg &t deLholg kol dmioTolg kal
£pdehvyuévolg kal povedoLy kal TOPVoLS
Kol QopUAaKoLS Kol eidwAoldToLg Kai
TOOLY TOTG PevdéoLy 1O UEPog avTdV v Tf
Muvn Th katouévn mopl kol Beiw, 6 oty
6 Bdvotog 6 deVTEPOC.

deLhog, m, ov cowardly, afraid

Those who "fear the threats of the beast more
than they trust the love of Christ." Beasley-
Murray.

dmotog, ov unfaithful, unbelieving

Mounce says these are believers who have
denied the faith rather than those who have
never professed faith.

£pdelvyuévolg  Verb, perf pass ptc, m & n
dat pl poehvocouor detest; perf pass
ptc vile, corrupt

"Those who have joined in the detestable and
unholy ritual of emperor worship." Mounce.

(POVEVS, ewS m murderer

TOPVOG, OV m man who practices sexual
immorality

(PUOUOKOG, OV m sorcerer, one who
practices magic

[CF. Acts 19:19.

eldwhohatpng, ov m idolater
Pevdng, eg false, lying

UEPOG, Ovg n part

auvn, ng f lake

koww burn; pass be lit, burn
P, og n fire

Oetov, ov n sulphur, brimstone
Oavatog, ov m death
dvetepog, o, ov  second

Cf. 20:15. The intent is to warn waverers of
the consequences of apostasy. “The warning
does not mean that anyone who has ever
committed one of these sins will be excluded
from the New Jerusalem. God’s city is not
reserved for those who have never sinned, but
for those who are cleansed by the blood of
Christ (7:14; 22:14).” Koester.
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Day 1245: Revelation 21:9-14

21:9-22:5

Verse 10

In introducing this section Witherington
comments, “For our purposes, it is important
to remember that John’s vision is not merely
about salvation from the world and its
injustices. It is also about salvation of the
world, including the redemption of the earth
and the material cosmos itself. John, like other
early Christians such as Paul, was not
interested in propagating an otherworldly or
world-negating religion. To the contrary, John
believes this is still God’s world, and God
intends to remedy the human dilemma,
ultimately within space and time.”

kol dmjveykév pe v rvevpott €l 8pog
uéya kot VYNAOV, kai E8elE€v pot v
dlv TV Gytav ‘Tepovoainu
katofaivovoav ¢k 10D ovpavod dmd tod
O¢o0v,

amiveykév  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s dtayw
lead away, lead

0pog, ovg n mountain, hill

vPnrog, m, ov  high

Verse 9

Cf. Ezek 40:2. Witherington writes, “Caird
carefully points out the parallels to the
descriptions of great cities in Ezek 28:12-14 of
Tyre and in Isa 14:12-14 of Babylon. The
Ezek 28 passage is crucial as there too we have
the holy mountain identified with the garden of
Eden.”

Kal fA0ev glc ¢k TV £mtd dyyéhwv Tdv
EYOVTV TOG ETA QLAIAAS, TAOV YEUOVTIWV
TOV £TTA TANYDV TOV EoxdTV, Kol
ghadnoev uete ¢nod Aéywv, Aedpo, delEw
ooL TV Yougny v yuvaika 10D dpviov.

£0e1E€v  Verb, aor act indic, 3 s deLkvuuLL
kotafoivovoov see v.2

Verse 11

elg, wwa, €v gen €vog, WaG, EVOg one
£7TOL seven

qLoAn, ng f bowl

veuw be full

iy, ng f plague

goyatog, 1, ov adj last, final

gyxovoov v d6Eav tol Beol* 6 pwoThp
avtic duorog Mby TLulwTdTw, Mg MbBw
{GomidL kpvotaAliCovty:

00Ea, ms f glory

Cf. ch.16. "The angel is undoubtedly the one
who in 17:1 summoned John to witness the
judgement of the great harlot. This seems to
be the purpose of the identical introductions.
It also draws attention to the contrast between
the great harlot (the wicked city Babylon) and
the bride of the Lamb (the holy city
Jerusalem)." Mounce.

Cf. Is 60:1,2,19; Ezek 43:5. “The city is said
to radiate or reflect the very glory of God. Just
as God’s Shekinah glory rested on the
Tabernacle in the wilderness, here it permeates
the whole city. Therefore there is no more
division of secular and sacred. The whole city
is a holy temple, for God is with his people
throughout the city and they are his temple.”
Witherington.

MoAew speak, talk

devpo adv. come, come here

oelEw Verb, fut act indic, 3 s deLkvuuL
show, point out, reveal

vouen, ng f bride

yuvn, atkog f wife

dpviov, ov n lamb

QwoTNP, neog m light; radiance,
brilliance

ouorog, a, ov like, of the same kind as

MBog, ov m stone

TLULWTATOS, O, OV most precious

loomig, 10og f jasper (a semi-precious
stone of varying colours, but the jasper of
the NT was probably green)

kpvotalCw be clear or bright as crystal

Witherington comments, “Basically the
material in v. 9ff. is an expansion of what was
first mentioned in 21:2. John is using his
interlocking rhetorical technique, first
introducing a subject, then concluding the
former subject, then continuing with the new
subject.”

Cf. 4:3.

Verse 12

gyovoo. telyog uéya kal Mpnidv, Exovoa
TuAdVag dwdeka, kal £l Tolg TuADOLY
Aayyéhovg dwdeka, kal dOvouato
gruyeypauuéva & oty [t dvouota] TV
dwdeka UADV VIdV Topomih:

TELYOG, ovg n wall

vpnrog, 1, ov  see v.10

Tulwv, wvog m gate, gateway, entrance
omdeka twelve
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"The twelve angels are celestial gatekeepers
and may reflect the Isaianic picture of
watchmen upon the walls of Jerusalem (Isa
62:6). They belong to the concept of an ideal
city." Mounce. Witherington suggests they
may be like the angel guarding the gate to the
garden of Eden.

OvVoud, T0g n name

gmuyeypauuéva  Verb, perf pass ptc, n
nom/acc pl €muypagw write on or in

@UAn, ng f tribe

Cf. Ezek 48:30-34.

Verse 13

Ao dvotohfic mMuA®VeES TEELS, Kal Ao
Boppd muAdveg TEELS, Kal Ao voTou
TUADVES TPELS, Kal A0 SUOUDV TUADVES
TPELG”

dvatoAn, ng f rising sun, east

TEELS, TPLO gen TPLWV dat Tplowy three
Poppag, o m the north

vo10g, ov m south wind, south
ovoun, ng f west (always pl.)

Verse 14

Kal TO Telyog Tfig mOrews Exwv Beuehiovg
dwdeka, Kol € aVTAV dwdEKO OVOUOTO.
TOV dwdeka ATooTOAWY ToD dpviov.

Beuellog, ov m (also Bepeliov, ov n)
foundation, foundation stone
dpviov, ov n seev.19

Cf. Eph 2:20. "The church in a historical
sense rests upon the apostles and prophets, that
is upon the faith and labours of those who first
proclaimed the gospel message. The
juxtaposition of the twelve tribes and the
twelve apostles shows the unity of ancient
Israel and the NT church." Mounce.
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